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INTRODUCTION. 

To  the  Honourable 

PHILIP  rORKE: 


N  the  courfe  of  that  friendihip, 
whifch*  you  have- for  feveral  years 
honoured  me  with,  oqr  convcrfa- 

« 

yyjijgl  tion  has  frequently  turned,  upon  the 
lbbje<5t  of  antient  and  modern  Hi(lpry>  which 
you  are  maftcr  of  to  a  degree  of  accuracy,  unufual 
in  an  age  fo  little  advanced^and  in  a  rankand  fortune 
Attended  with  {o  many  temptations  and  avocations. 
And  indeed  what  ftudy,  nestt  to  that  of  the  great 
and  unakerable  principles  of  Morality  and  Reli- 
^n,  the  bails  of  all  found  judgment  and  right 
conduct,  is  more  fuitable  than  this  to  the  higher 
fbtions  of  life  ?  It  has  at  once  the  particular 
advantage  of  being  the  beft  qualification  for'public 
intfinefiy'  and  the  more  general  one  of  opening 
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and  enlarging  the  mind  by  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  mankind  in  ail  their  fituations,  mazes,  and 
recefl^,  fuperior  to  the  imaginary  theories  of 
mere  philofophers,*  and  exempt  from  the  incon- 
veniencies,  which  accompany  real  praflice,  and 
perfonal  experience. 

.  But,  ufefiil  and  important  as  Hiftory  is,  we 
find  our  refearches  into  it  equally  laborious,  when 
truth,  the  foul  of  it,  and  the  only  foundation  of 
folid  iriftrudion,  is,  as  it  ought  ever  to  be,  the 
main  objed:  of  our  purfuit.  Ignorance,  preju* 
dice,  envy,  flattery,  a  falfe  eloquence,  and  a 
falie  love  of  the  marvellous,  have  at  all  times 
concurred  in  the  mifreprefentation  of  h6ts ;  the 
re-adjuftment  of  which  demands  the  united 
eflforts  of  induftry,  fagacity,  a  modeft  and  well- 
governed  icepticiim,  and  a  firm  ^irit  of  candour 
and  impartiality.  Genius  and  abilities  in  the  hifto- 
nan  are  abfolutely  necefiary  to  the  pqrfeftion  of 
his  work ;  but  the  indifpenfable  requifite  is  the 
choice  of  proper  materials,  without  which  the 

* 

^reateft  art  cannot  raife  a  fuperftruAure  of  real 
yfe  and  duration.  This  is  the  grand  article,  in 
which  the  generality  of  this  clafs  of  writers  are 
abfolutely  deficient ;  the  lower  fort  contenting 
themfelves  with  a  fervile  tranfcript  of  fuperficial 
and  uninterelting  chronicles,  mingled  with  the 
pirrent  libels  and  panegyrics  of  the  times  ;  while 
thofe  of  greater  vivacity,  or  petulance,  hazard 
their  groundlefs  conjeftures  and  opinions  of  the 
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"Views  and  charaders  of  perfons,  from  whom  they 
are  at  too  great  a  difbuice  of  fituation  or  time,  to 
be  able  to  form  any  juft  notions  of  eithen 

The  Fretub  nation  boafts  a  fpecies  of  hiftoiy 
under  the  title  of  Mmoirs^  of  which  we  have 
&w  examples  in  our  language :  and  ibme  of 
thdr  greateft  men  have  either  drawn  up  them** 
felves,  or  fumi(hed  materials  for  accounts  of  af^ 
fairs,  which  have  pafled  within  their  own  know^ 
ledge«  But  thefe,  though  highly  ufeful  in  many 
relpeds,  are  in  others  too  juftly  liable  to  the  fufpi* 
don  of  a  biais,  which  the  writers  may  be  fuppo* 
fed  to  have  lain  under,  in  favour  of  thcmfelves, 
their  fiiends,  and  their  party.  And  we  ftill  want 
£>me  better  foundation  for  our  judgments  of 
events  and  charaAers, 

Thcie  confiderations  led  you,  as  well  as  my* 
ielf,  very  early  to  fearch  into  the  only  true  and 
unerring  fburces  of  hiftory,  the  original  letters 
and  papers  of  thofe  eminent  men,  who  were  the 
principal  a6tors  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairst 
In  theie  fads  are  reprefented  in  the  moft  artlei^ 
and  undiiguifed  manner,  and  in  the  order,  in 
which  they  happened ;  and  the  fecret  fprings, 
caufes,  and  motives,  which  produced  them,  ar9 
opened  to  view.  The  illuftrious  luord  Bacon^  in 
the  nobleft  of  his  performances  {a)^  ftiles  them  ai 
hifiariam  prttiofiffima  fupelkx.  And  his  fucceflbr 
Bifliop  jyilUam  obfcrves  {b\  with  great  force  and 

{a)  De  augmends  Sdentxar.  L.  II  c.  12.  (h)  Letter 

to  Lord  Bacmi^  31  Dectmhir  1625.    Lord  J^Mnr*s  Works, 
VoI.IV.  P.73S.  edit.  Und.  1741.  foL 
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pTOptkty^  'tha(t  "•*  our  hifftbriafis  twrOfw  as  mucti 
*^  fro#i  theaffeftions  and-phanttfiesof  iKc^meYs, 
"  as  from  the  truth  5  and  are,  for  die  -ftieift  part 
**  of  them,  btriJt  akogeth^fr  upon  dnwrittM  rela- 
*'  tions  ^nd  traditions  :'*  but  that "  liters  bitten 
*'  e  re  Matdy  and  bearing  a  fynchronifoi  afid^qua- 
^^  tity  of  time  cum  reisfs- gsfiis^  haVe  no  mher 
^*  fanle,  than  that^  which  was  imputed  Yo  Fir^il^ 
*^  nihil  piccat^  nifi  quod  nihil  feem:  They  i^9k 
^  the  isruch  too  plainly,  and  caft  too  glaring  a 
^*  light  for  that  age,  wherein  they  were  or  ^t 
**  writcen.** 

.   The  Antients,  it  niuft  bf  owned,  were  waiidng 
to  themfelves,  io  not  making  ufe  of  fuchautho* 
fipi^s  and  to  us^/injROtjxanfmittidg.tbcm  down 
to  pofterity.    This  defed,  .which  is  but  iilcom- 
penfated  by  the  elegance  and  fpirit  of  the  fi£ti- 
tious  fpeeches,  with  wiiich  tKeir  hiftories  abound^ 
is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  flnce  we  fee  to  what 
txcellent  purpofes  the  colledion  of  Gcero^s  Letters 
^as  been  applied  by  our  learned  friend  Dr.  Middle^ 
(ou^  who  has,  by  means  of  them,  Sluftrated  one 
confiderable  penod  of.  the  Ronum  hiftory  in  a  man* 
ner,  which  does  honour  to  our  age  and  country. 
And  what  light  ought  hot  have  been  thrown,  by 
fuch  a  feries  of  Defnofibenes^i  EpiJUes^  upon  the 
hiftory  of  Greece  during  the  reign  of  Philip  of 
MacedoUj ,  the  invader  oi  its  liberties ; .  wiieft  evett 
his  Orations^,  a  fpecies  of  writing,  that,  affords  left 

variety 


INTRODUCTION.       vil 

Variety  of  faffcs,  and  more  founds  of  lu^icion 
with  regard  to  the  truth  oF  them,  have,  in  the 
hands  of  ^ourreil  and  Olivier  (c)^  been  highly 
fiiUervient  to  the  unfolding  of  the  charadter  and 
conduA  of  that  wife,  but  ambitious  Prince  ? 

Father  PauPi  Hiftary  of  the  Council  of  Trent 
is  thfe  firft  inftance  of  a  work  of  this  kind,  drawn 
fix)m  original  evidence ;  which  has  fupported  it 
^ainit  all  the  afts  and  eloquence  of  Cardinal  PaU 
iavacini  :  and  Time,  which  ufually  leflens  the  cre- 
dit of  other  hiftories,  has  added  new  authority 
to  this  by  every  difcovery,  which  has  been  fince 
made  relating  to  the  filbjeft  of  it.  The  per- 
Ibrmance  of  this  great  ^nd  good  man  has  ferved 
for  an  etarhple  to  Lord  Herbert  ^whofe  Life  of 
Kin^  fiehry  VIII.  ii  chtefly  fofm'd  from  our  re. 
ODrdsO  as  fikewifc  to  Buriety  f  Enfant ^  and 
Srdhdt^  and  taught  the  world  to  ei^ef):  of  fubfe- 
^uent  i^arians  a  weightier  atteftation,  than  their 
own  aiflertions,  or  the  popular  traditions  of  the 
fimei  When  they  Wrote.  Thuanus^s  hiftory  de- 
serves the  charafter,  which  Tbucydides  gives  to  hu 
own,  of  Kt«/ua  fiV  rts;,  a  Work  for  Eternity ;  and 
win  ibe  immortal,  from  his  infinite  pains  in  inform- 
ing hiriifelf  of  the  truth,  by  a  correfpondence 
with  perfons  Of  all  parties,  and  all  countries,  and 
his  UhbialTed  cand6ur  in  relating  it.  Nor  could 
til)^  prejudices  of  the  religion,  in  which  he  was 

4 

(r)  Hiftoirefle  Philippe  de  Macedoine :  par  M.  Olivier^  de 
TAcademie  desT Bdles  Lettres  de  MarfeiUe.  Paris  1 740.  8vo. 
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educated^  prevail  on  him  to  juilify,  extenuate^ 
or  conceal,  what  was  pretended  to  be  done  for 
its  intereft,  in  violation  of  juftice  or  liumanity  $ 
nor  the  (blidtations  or  refentmcnts  of  King 
James  L  induce  him  to  alter  or  foften  the  charac- 
ter of  his  Royal  Mother,  when  once  he  had  iatif- 
fied  hipnfelf  aAx>ut  it  by  a  full  inquiry  among  the 
moft  impardal  witnefles.  But  VariUas  and  Maim^ 
ianr^j  once  the  delight  of  thofe,  who  read  only 
for  amuiement,  have,  upon  a  due  examination, 
iunk  into  negleft  and  oblivion  ;  the  former  pre* 
tending  to  anecdotes  from  invifible  manufcripts, 
in  order  to  give  a  fan£lion  to  his  own  improbable 
fidions  i  and  the  latter  being  equally  wanting  ia 
diligence  and  fincericy,  though  he  law  the  ufe  of 
Scate-letters,  and,  ia one  memorable  inftance  (^, 
has  deftroyed  the  credit  of  Daoila*%  elaborate  ac- 
Qpunt  of  a  converfation.  bbtween  Henry  IIL  of 
France  and  Cardinal  Morofinu  the  Pope's  legate, 
immediately  after  the  aflaflinadon  of  the  Duke  of 
Guife  at  Blois^  by  fhewing  from  the  Legate's 
own  letters,  that  he  could  not  procure  any  audience 
of  that  King  till  three  days  after.  Monfr.  de  Vol- 
iaire*s  Life  of  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  will  fbon 
be  upon  the  fame  foot  with  ^intus  Curtius^  and 
only  be  read,  like  his  Henriade^  for  the  vigour 
of  its  flyle,  and  the  force  and  beauty  of  imagina- 
tion, which  animate  it  *,  while  the  truth  of  his 
Hero's  charaifter  and  adlions  will  be  fought  in  the 

(d)  Hift.  de  la  Ligue,  LJII. 

more 
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taort  languid^  but  more  ezaft. narration  of  Mr. 
Ncrdherg  (e).  The  fame  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  the  £ice  of  another  French  writer.  Father  DmiV/, 
admired  for  his  genius,  but  too  indolent  for  ao 
hiAonan,  who  declares  the  ftudy  of  State-papers 
to  be  a  talk  of  more  fatigue  than  ufe  *}  and  being 
Ihewn,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Paris^  a  vaft  col* 
leftion  of  ori^nal  manufcripts  relating  to  the 
hiftory  ofFrancefvom  the  reign  of  i>ttvjXLijpent 
a  fingle  hour  in  turning  over  the  volumes,  and  then 
declared,  that  he  was  fully  latisfied ;  intimadng  to 
Father  ^ourneminey  that  he  did  not  want  thofd 
old  papers,  paperaffis^  for  his  hiftory  (f)  -,  which 
is  indeed,  what  might  be  expelled  from  fuch  a 
hand,,  a  mere  compilation  from  the  moil  trivial 
books,  in  a  more  elegant  ftyle,  and  a  more  regu- 
lar methods 

The  correfter  and  more  extenfive  plans,  which 
have  been  formed  of  modern  hiftory,  have  occa- 
lioned  die  bringing  to  light  the  treafures  of  the 
cabinets  of  fe veral  eminent  Statefinen.  And  while 
France  has  favoured  the  world  with  the  letters  of 
^OJfat^  Jeamin^  d^Eftrades^  &c.  and  Holland 
with  thofe  of  de  H^ttt  \  our  nadon  has  produced 

{e)  Chaplain  to  Charlts  XII.  His  Work  was  firft  puUiihed 
•in  Swedifi>,  and  fince  in-French  in  4  Volumes  4to. 

•  Hift.de  France,  Prcf.  p.  LII.  edit.  Paris  1729.  4to. 

(/)  Langlet  de  Frefnoy,  Supplement  de  la  Methode  pour 
ctadier  THiftoire,  Catal.  des  Hiftor.  p.  i  ^[9.  edit.  Paris  1740. 
4to.  k  de  rU&ge  des  Romans,  Tom.  I.  p.  1  lo.  edit.  Amjt, 
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fiire^  dnd  married  y^ndau^ter  <XAiUb0WfI)0' 
laber  of  Sberhorn  in  Vorfetjhire^  E(q;  and  by  her 
had  five  fons,  SyhefteTf  fyilliam^  John  ♦,  Arthur^ 
and  Thomas.  ThS&^omaSy  afterwards  Sir  ^Tbomas^ 
was  born  before  the  year  1 564,  being  mentioned 
in  the  vifitation-book  of  fFiUium  Harvef^  Claren- 
tius^  of  that  year.    In  what  Ichool  or  univerficy 

Ke  was  educated^  does  not  appear ;  but  he  was 
introduced  into  public  bufinete  under  that  expe- 
rienced Statefman,  Sir  Francis  Wal/ingbam^  Se- 
cretary of  State  to  Queen  EUzabetb ;  and  by  that 
Queen,  who  was  remarkable  for  her  judgment  in 
the  choice  of  men,  was  employed  as  her  agent  to 
King  Henry  IV.  <ili France^  in  which  poft  he  con- 
dnued  till  June  15999  without  any  other  reward 
than  the  office  of  Secretary  to  her  Majefty  for 
the  French  tongue,  of  wUch  he  had  a  grant  in 
May  1596.  In  December  1599  he  was  fent  by 
the  Queen  to  the  Archduke  Mbert  about  a  treaty 
of  peace  ^  as  he  was  again  in  March  following 
upon  the  fame  bufineis.  In  May  1 600  he  was 
one  of  the  Commiffioners  in  the  treaty  of  Bou- 
logne \  and  after  his  retum  was  appointed  one  of 
the  Clerks  of  the  Council ;  and  in  June  1601  was 
fent  again  to  France.  When  King  James  I.  came 
to  the  Crown  of  England^  he  was  knighted ;  and 
in  Jpril  1 605.  fent  Embaflfador  to  the  Archduke 

•  He  died  anmarried  at  the  houfe  of  Sir  Thomas  Stukeley, 
on  St.  Peter^i'hill^  Umim,  25  Jtme  1635,  and  was  interred 
in  the  Church  of  St.  Peter't.  Funeral  Certificates  in  the 
Hetalds  Office. 

at 
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at  SruJfeJsy  where  he  refided  till  about  the  end 
of  Auguft  1609;  and,  in  MiVf  1610,  went  hi  the 
£une  employment  to  the  Court  of  Fr^f^,  where 
be  continued  many  years.  His  long  experience, 
and  important  lervices,  gave  him  a  juft  claim  to 
the  poft  of  Secretary  of  Sute ;  but  he  was  not 
able  to  procure  it,  for  reafons  perhaps^  which 
did  him  honour  under  fo  weak  and  corrupt  an  ad- 
miniibation,  as  that  of  King  James  I.'s  favour- 
ites. But  at  laft,  in  Decemher  1 616,  he  was  made 
Comptroller  of  the  Houfhold  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and,  va  January  1617-185  advanced  to 
be  Treafurcr  of  the  Houlhold  5  which  poft  he 
held  till  his  death.  He  had  been  cholen  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  beginning  of  that 
King's  reign ;  but  his  employments  abroad  pre* 
vented  him  from  attending  there  till  his  return 
hotne,  when  we  find  his  name  among  the  princi- 
pal /peakers  in  the  Journals,  of  that  Houfe*  In 
the  firfc  Parliament  of  Kbg  Charles  I.  which 
met  June  i8th  1625,  he  fat  as  member  for  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford  (f)  5  for  which  he  was  like- 
wiie  returned  in  the  next  Parliament,  which  met 
it  Weftmt^er  on  the  26th  of  February  following; 
but  his  eledion  being  declared  void  {g)^  he  was 
eleded  afterwards  for  another  place.  In  September 
1629  he  was  lent  Embaflador  to  theFr^ncibCourt, 
to  receive  Z>n;/jXIIIth*s  oath  for  the  performance 
of  the  treaty  lately  figned,  by  the  mediation  of  the 

(f)  Woed^  Hiftor.&  Antiq.  Unive^fit.  Oxon.  L.  11.  p.  443. 
(fj  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Vol.  I.  p.  837. 
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l^epublic  of  FenicCy  between  the  two  Crowns^ 
and  with  this  honourable  Commiflion  he  con- 
duded '  all  Us .  foreign  '  cmplpyments/  In  Jun€ 
iG^g.Wt  was  feized  with  the.  palfy  in  one  of  h^S{ 
hands ;  *  but,  by  proper  revUlfions,  he  recovered 
of  it  (b) ;  ^nd  fiirvived  feveral  years,  dying  S^, 
tmber  20th  1639  (i).  He  married  MagdalenCy^ 
one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  John 
Wood,  Knight,  Clerk  of  the  Signet  {k)  \  and,  by 
this  Lady,  who  died  at  Paris  the  gift  oi December 
1614,  with  a  character  amiable  and  exemplary  ia 
all  rcfpe6ts,  he  had  one  ion,  Henry y  born  in  1600 1 
but  whofe  death,  in  September  163^,  wa?  no  Jofs 
to  his  father,  as  he  was  funk  into  the  moit  inve- 
terate and  incorrigible  habit  of  drunkennefs  (/^.^ 
He  had  likewife  three  daughters,  I.  Ifabdla^  boriv 
at  Bruffets  in  November  1607,  who  had  her  name 
from  the  Archduchefs  her  Godmother  (m\  and. 
was  married  about  March  1624-5,  to  Henry 
Lord  De  la  War  (n) :  II.  Mary^  married  to  Ro- 
tert  Mildmayy  Efq*,  by  wh6m  (he  had  Benjamin 
Lord  Pitzwalter^  father  of  the  prefent  Earl  Fitz- 
waiter  (0) :  III.  Louifa^  bom  at  Paris  in  16x1, 
and  baptized  on  the  1 5th  of  September jLewi.sXUI. 

(h)  Letters  and  DiTpatdies  of.  Thomas  Earl  of  ^tr/iffordt^ 
Vol.  I.  p.  435.  (/)  ^?eck\  Defidcrata  Curiofa,  Vol.  II. 
L.  XIV.  p.  18.  Wtnd^  Atbcn.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  co^.  472. 
faysy  that  he  died  ia  Non/emhir.  (i)*  He  died  S^tmhen 

5th,  16V0.      (/)  Strafford f%  Ictten,  Vd.  I.  p.  4^^.     (m)  Sic 
tbo.  Eimonda\  MS^.  State-Papert,  Vol.  IV.        '  (»)  Lord' 
Cars^  to  Sir  ^i»-  ^b/,   25UV  Q>iMarcb  1625.     Jtoe\  Ne** 
gotiations  with  the  Grand  Signor,  p.  57 1  •  {9)  CqlUni% 

FeeMige  of  England^  Vol  III.  p.  232.  2d  edit. 
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ftanding  Godfather,  and  the  Queen  Regent  God- 
mother, by  their  proxies  the  Princefs  of  Orange 
and  the  Duke  of  B&uillM*.  In  JM^r^k  1635-6^ 
Ihe  married  cla^deftinely  one  of  her  father's 
genteeler  lervants  (p).  Sir  Tbmas  had  mixh 
his  wife  the  Manor  of  ^bim  in  the  parilfees  o£ 
Stapleford-zihhoi  and  T^a'vefioke  in  EJfMj  where 
Imgo  Jones,  built  for  him  a  Manfion-houfe^  de- 
finally  fituated  in  a  park,  now  the  ieat  of  Sir 
John  Abdj^  Baronet  (j). 

Sir  Hbowu  Edmondes.  was  a  man  of  unccHn- 
mon  fagacity,  and  indefatigable  indii^^  in  hia 
empk>ymencs   abroad  1    always  attentive  to  the 
motions  of  the  Courts,    where  he  refided,  and 
pun&ual  and  a^  in    reporting  them  to  hilt 
own:    Of  a  $rm  and  un/haken  refolution  ia 
the  dilcharge  of  his  duty,  beyond  the  influence 
of  terror,  flattery,  or  corruption.    The  Frencb 
Court,  in  particular,  dreaded  his  experience  aftdl 
abilities,  and  would  gladly  have  removed  fo  intel^ 
ligent  and  fevere  an  obfcrver  from  his  ftation 
amongft  them :  And  the  Pcfijb  and  Spmijb  party, 
there  could  fcarce  difguife  their  hatred  of  fo  zealous 
a  lupporter  of  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  that  King- 
dom.    His  ftyle  is  clear,  ftrong,  and  mafculinej^ 
and  entirely  free  from  the  pedantry  and  puerili- 
ties, which  infe£ted  the  moft  applauded  writers  of 
that  age.  Lord  Bacon^  Sir  Henry  Tf^otton^  Dr^ 

*  Joaraal  dc  Rcgne  de  Henry  IV.  Roi  de  France,  pti 
Pierre  dc  TEtoilc,  Tom.  IV.  p.  225,  2i6.  cdit.dc  Ulfaye^ 
1741.  [p)  Straffor4i%  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.  523.         {q,  Hi- 

ftofy  and  Antiqaities  of  BJex,  p.  43,  44, 
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Donne^  &c.  His  letters  and  papers,  which  com- 
pofe  twelve  volumes  in  folio,  were  once  in  the  ca-' 
binct  of  Secretary  Tburhey  and  afterwards  in  that 
of  theLortiChancellor5^j»«^j.  And  it  isobfervable, 
that  thofc  two  great  men,  whole  natural  talents 
for  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  were  fuperibr  to 
thofe  of  moft  others,  thought  the  ftudy  of  fuch 
colkaions  of  the  higl^cft  ufe  to  themfelvcs  5  and 
that  the  experience  of  their  prcdeceffors  was  a 
CQnfiderable  improvement  of  th^ir  own. 
■  Sir  George  Garew,  whofe  admirable  i?^- 
liUion  of  the  State  of  France  is  a  model,  upon 
which  Embaffadors  niay  form  and  digeft  their 
notions  and  reprefentations,  and  for  the  com- 
munication of  which  the  public,  as  well  as  my- 
fclf,  are  highly  obliged  to  you,  was  a  naftive  of 
Cornwall^  and  of  the  «itient  family  of  Eafi-An* 
tbo^\  being  younger  hvo^Satt* oi RicbatdCarew^ 
£fq;  author  of  the  Survty  of  Cornwall,  ,ahd  fc- 
corid  -fon  of  ^omas  Caretv  {a)  of  Eaji Anthony  ^  Elq; 
by  ElizdbetbEdgecombe^dMghtcr  of  Richard Edge-^ 
comhe^  oi Edgecombe  \nOrnwallj  Efq-,  He  was  cdu- 

•  Wood^  Athen.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  col.  452.  by  miftake  (ays* 
unc/i,  {a)  This  Thomas,  Carrw  was  ion  -and  heir  of  Sir ' 

Wymoni  CarenUyOf  Eaft-  Antbftiy^  Knight,  by  Mmttboy  daagh* : 
ter  of  Edmund^  and  fider  of  Sir  Anthony  Detmy^  Knight, 
Sir  Wymond  wsu  fon  and  heir  of  Johtt  Carenv^  the  fon  and 
heir  oi Alcxandtr  Qarcw^.oi'Eaft^ Anthony ^%{c^  tl^ird  fon  ofj 
NichoUs  Baron  CartWy  who  lived  in  the  reign  o( Henry  VI. 
Fijitation-book  of  Devon  and  Corn^al^  taken  in  the  ytzx 
l6ao,  by  Sir  Henry  $t,  George,  Richmond^  and  Samffon  Leh* 
ward,  Bhttmantley  fol.  27.  and  Funeral  Certificates  in  the 
Heralds  Office^  fol.  22. 
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oircd  in  the  Umvcriity  of  Oxford^  and  afterwards 
fhidied  the  Law  in  the  Inns  of  Courts  then  tra^ 
yelled  into  foreign  countries ;  and,  at  his  return,  - 
was  called  to  the  Bar,  and  appointed  Secretary. 
to  Sir  Cbriftopber  Hatton^  Ijovd  Ch^ccllor  of 
England^  and  to  the  Lord-Keepers  Puckering 
and  Egerton',  by  the  fpectal  recommendation  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  herfelf,  who  gave  him  a  Pro- 
thonotarifliip  in  the  Chancery y  and  knighted  him 
(r)\  and,  in  1597,^  ^^^^  him.Embaflador  to  the 
King  of  Poland  (s),  he  being  at  that  time  a  Ma- 
fter  m  Chancery  (f).  In  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1 605  he  was  appointed  Embaflador  to  the 
Court  of  France^  where  he  continued  till  1 609. 
During  his  relidence  there  he  was  looked  upon 
by  the  French  Miniftcrs,  as  not  well-afFedted  to 
ihe'u*  nation,  and  more  attached  to  the  Spanijb 
intereft  (v).  But  whether  they  had  fufficicnt 
grounds  for  this  opinion,  it  is  not  eafy  to  difco^ 
ver  at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time ;  and  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  their  difgufl:  to  him  might  arile 
from  their  not  finding  him  very  tradable  in  fome 
points  of  his  Negotiation,  and  particularly  in 
the  demand  of  the  debts  due  to  the  King  his 
Matter  (w).  But,  whatever  hb  political  princi« 
pks  might  be,  it  is  certain,  that  he  fought  the 
cpnverfation  of  men  of  letters,  and  became  ac^ 

<r)  Carru/^  Sarvey  of  Conrwa//,   fol.  61.   and    Ww^, 
Athcn.  Oxoo-  Vol.  I,  col.  530.  (i)  Camden's  Eiis^. 

p.  695,  696.   edit.  LugJ,  Batav.  1625.  (/)   fTooif, 

vhi  iupr.  (v)  Lettres  d'Hcnry  I V.  Roi  dc  France,  &  de 
JAcff,  d€  Vtlleroy  &  de  Puifieux,  ^  Monfr.  Antoine  ie  Fevgie 
de  la  fioderie,  KmbaiSadeur  de  France  en  Angleterre,  Tom .  I. 
p.  144.  &  224.  edit.  Amfterd.  1733,  in  8vo.  (tu^  Ibidem, 
Tom.  Lp.  119. 126.  i37»  138. 154,  &c. 
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quidnted  with  TTmanus^  to  whom  he  commani* 
caced  an  account  of  the  tranladions  in  Poland^ 
while  he  was  employed  there,  which  that  admi- 
rMc  Hiftorian  made  ufe  of  in  his  CXXL  Book^ 
and  fent  a  prefent  to  Urn  of  his  Hiftoiy,  which 
Sir  Ge^gi  acknowledged  in  a  Laiin  letter,  dated 
at  L&nion  the  23d  of  OScber  1612  (x).  After  his 
return  from  France  he  was  advanced  to  the  im- 
portant pod  of  Mj^cr  of  the  Court  of  Wards ;  but 
he  did  not  long  enjoy  it ;  for  Tbuauus^  in  a  letter  to 
Cmmim^  written  about  Ea/ter  161 3  (y)f  limeni^ 
his  death  as  a  very  unfortunate  event  to  himfelf ; 
for  he  confidered  Sir  George's  friendlhip,  not  on- 
ly as  an  ornament  to  him,  but  likewife  of  no 
fnjall  ufe  in  his  work,  as  well  as  of  the  greateft 
weight  in  removing  the  calumnies  and  mifre* 
prefentadons,  which  might  be  raifed  of  him  in 
the  Court  of  England.    He  married  Tbomafine^ 
daughter  of  Sir  Francis  GeMfbin^  great  grand-* 
father  of  the  Lord  Treafurer  Godolfbin^  by  whom 
he  had  two  fons,  Francis  and  Ricbmrd.    Francis^ 
the  elder,  was  created  Knigbt  of  the  Batb^  at  the 
Coronation  of  King  Gbtfr/e/L  and  attended  the 
Earl  of  DenHgb  to  the  relief  of  RocbelU^  where 
he  got  g^Mt  reputation  by  his  courage  and  condufti 
but,  falling  fick  at  fea  in  his  return  from  thence^ 
died  in  the  IJh  ofWigbt^  7if»^  4th  1628,  at  the 
age  of  twenty*ieven  \  as  Ricbardf  the  younger 
fon,  died  about  that  of  ieventeen.    Of  the  three 

(jr)  Thaani  Hiftor.  edit.  Buckleii,  Vol.  VII.  Dc  Thuani 
Hiftorne  apod  Jacobmn  I.  Regem  fucceffu»  p.  j6  (^)  G. 
Camdeni  $c  illaftriuai  Viiorum  ad  G.  Gaadcnuia  cpiftot. 
p.  139. 

daughters. 
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daughters^  Ame  was  married  to  Giles  Rawlins^ 
Gendemant  but  Sophia^  die  fbcoodj  md Luij^  die 
yoangeft,  died  uiunarried  (z). 

Anthowt  B a cok,  Efii;whoie  papers  have 
betn  alio  of  great  firvice  to  roe  in  this  work» 
and  of  ladlich  there  are  feveral  volufhes  in  the 
Lambab  library,  befide^  that  in  roy  pofieffion^ 
was  ion  of  Sir  Nicholas  BacoHy  Knight^  Lmd^ 
Keepei"  of  the  Great  Seal  of  EngUnd'in^t  rdgn 
ti  Queen  EUzahitby  by  his  fccond  wife,  Amu^ 
one  of  the  daughters  of  STir  Jntbcny  Cook^  a  La-* 
dy  eminent  for  her  skill  in  the  Latin  and  Greth 
languages ;  as  wa»  fikewile  her  fifter  Mildred  (a\ 
die  feoond  wife  of  the  Lord  Treafiirer  Burgbtey. 
He  was  elder  brother  of  the  whole  bkxxl  to  Sir 
Framis  BoioUy  Lord  High  Chancellor,  to  whom 
Ke  was  thought  equal  in  parts,  though  inferior  in 
the  toqnifitions  of  kaming  and  knowkdge  ^.  Hd 
tnnncUed  early  into  foreign  countries ;  ibr  he  was 
at^4rif  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1580  (b)^ 
and  at  Geneva  in  158 1,  where  he  was  acqudneed 
wtch  the  celebrated  Tbeiiden  Bexa^  who  fpedcs 
tf  him  in  very  high  terms  of  admiration,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Loi«(  Treaiurer  in  tieeemttr  that  year 
(0*  It  appcM  likewife,  from  his  papers,  that 
he  was  at  Btmrdeaux^  and  Moniauhm^  and  in 
tdier  parts  of  Prance^  in  the  years  1584  and- 
1585.    Upon  his  return  to  EngUmdy  about  Janih 

(ft)  Pantfral  Certifictta,  abi  fuplli.  •  {a)  Buchanan  has 
aa  Epigiam  L.  III.  ad  Aotonittm  Cocom  Eqaitmn  Anglum^ 
k  fliat  dodiffimas.  *  Dr.  Ranut^\  Life  of  Lord  Bacon, 
(^)  Thia  appeuY  from  his  MS.  Papers  in  the  Lambeth  Li« 
hnry.  (r)  Sirype*%  Annals  of  the  Reformation,  Vol.  III. 

4y<»AN«.XIII.  p.  21. 
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ary  1589-90*  he  held  a  correfpondence  by  letten 
in  different  countries ;  by  which  he  received'  the 
carlieft  accounts  of  what  paffcd  there.  ,And  tho* 
the  Lyrd  Treafurer  was  his  uncle,  and  Sir  Robert 
Cecily  Secretary  of  State,  his  coufin-german,  yet 
he  attached  •  himielf  chiefly  to  Robert  Devereuxy 
Earl  of  EJfex^  who,  by  his  means,  carried  on  a 
correfpondence  with  the  King  of  Scots^  of  which 
there  are  fufEcient  evidences  among  Mr.  Bacon*^ 
manufqripts  in  my  hands.  But  his  death  hap^ 
pemng  before  that  King's  acceflkm  to  the  Throne 
of  Englandj  and  probably  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1 599  {c\  deprived  him  of  the  reward,  which 
be  might  have  expefted  for  tbe  go9d^  faitbfuh 
and  acceptable  fervicej  which  his  Majefty  ackno w* 
kdged  to  have  received  from  him,  in  the  grant 
of  a  penfloh  of  fixty  pounds  per  Annum  to  his 
brother.  Sir  Francis  Bacon  {d)y  who  had  :remind« 
ed  that  King,  in  1603,  ^f  ^^^  infinite  devotion^ 
and  incejfant  endeavours  {beyond  the  ftrengtb  of 
bis  body^  and  tbe  nature  of  tbe  times)  wbicb  body 
feys  he,  appeared  in  my  good  brotber^  Mr.  An- 
thony Bacon,  tw^ards  your  Majefty^s  fervice. 
He  was  extremely  well  skilled;  in  all  the  polite 
arts,  and  particulajrly  in  that  of  Painting  •,  feveral 
excellent  performances  of  his,  in  the  Flemijh  ftyle, 
being  ftill  preleryed  at  his  feat  at  Gorbambury  f  ^ 
near  St.  Albans  in  Hertfordshire  ;  an  eftate,  which 
had  been  fettled  upon  him  by  his  father,  and  de- 

(r)  I  find  no  letters  to  him  dated  later  than  Jug.  27th  that 
year.  (if)  Rymer't  Fccdcra,  Vol.  XVI.  p.  597.  f  Now 
in  the  poiTefTion  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  the  Grimfiane. 
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Icendcd,  upon  his  death  without  iflue,  to  his  bro- 
ther. Sir  Francis  Bacon  %.  , 
.  But  the  fincerity  rcquifiter  in  hiftory  obliges  me 
not  to  conceal  a  fad,  which  by  iio  means  docs 
honour  to  Mr.  Bacori%  memory,  being  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  ftrid  friend  (hip  between  the  Earl 
of  Effete  and  him,  the  great  obligations,  which 
he  had  to  his  Lordftiip,  and  even  the  bonds  of 
that  common  faith,  which  bind  men  in  general 
to  each  other.  The  ftory  i$  related  by  Sir  Hentj 
Wotton^  who  was  likely  to  know  the  truth  of  it, 
having  been  himfelf  Secretary  to  the  Earl  in 
two  of  his  voyages  to  fea,  and  in  his  lafl:  employ- 
ment in  Ireland  \  for  whiph  rcafon  he  left  Eng/f 
land  privately,  when  his  Lordfhip  was  firft  appre* 
hcnded,  and  never  returned  thither  during  Queefi 
EiizabetF$  life  (^).  Sir  Henry  t^lls  us  (/),  that  the 
Earl  had  .accommodated  Mr.  Bacon^  who  was 
Jame,  with  a  part  of  his  houfe,  and  afligned  to 
him  a  nobk  entertainment :  fiut  that,  as-  all  the 
Earl's  intelligences  with  Sc/ftlandp^cd  thrqqgh 
this  Gendeman's  han^s,  he,  being  oi  a  provident 
nature,  contrary  to  the  temper,  of  his  brother 
Sir  Fronds^  and  well  knowing  the  advantage  of 
a  dangerous  fecret,  would  many  limes  cunningly 
let  fall  feme  words,  as  if  he  could  amend  his  for- 
tunes under  the  Cecils^  to  whopi  he  was  fo  nearlv 
related,  and  who  had  made  (as  ^he  was  not.  un^ 
wilfiog  flioujld  be  belicved)..fonCie  great  offers  to 

•  S  Dr.  Mdifwley*$  Life  of  Lord  Bacon.  Sir  Hatfy  Cbtumcft 
Antiquities  of  Hirtfir^Jbin^  p.  ^64-  and  Sa/m»*s  Wiftom 
oi  Hartfordjhirt,  p.  83.  (e)  'IfaacrValtofC%  Life  6f  Sir 

Henry  WotUn.     •      •    (f)  Rdiqniz  Wottoniata»,  p.  i69|> 
169.    id  edi^  1- 
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g^in  him.  This  he  once  or  twice  preflW  lb  6r, 
and  with  fuch  figns  of  difconeeiitment,  to  the 
Lord  BeHfy  H&tvard,  afterwards  Earl  of  Nor- 
fbamptonj  who  was  of  the  party,  and  ftood  him- 
IHf  in  much  umbrage  with  the  Queen,  that  his 
Ig.ordlhip  went  immediately  to  Ac  Earl  of  .E^, 
^th  whom  he  was  conunonly  prim^  admiffionis^ 
by  his  bedfide  in  the  morning ;  and  told  him, 
that,  unlcfs  Mr.  Sacim  were  prefently  fadsfied 
with  fome  round  fum,  all  would  be  difcovcrcd. 
This  took  the  Earl  at  that  time  ill  provided  (as 
indeed  his  coffers  were  often  low ;)  fb  that  he 
was  obliged  fuddenly  to  giv^  Mr.  Bacon  Effex^ 
boufif  which  the  old  Lady  ft^alfingbamj  mother 
to  the  Counted  of  EJfex^  afterwaids  drfengaged 
out  of  her  own  fortune,  by  advatncmg  two  thou- 
iand  five  faundted  pounds.  And,  before  this^ 
Mr.  Bacm  had  proctn^d  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
by  the  fanne  artjfke.  *^  So  as  we  may  rate,  add^ 
*•  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  this  one  feerift,  as  it  was 
**  finely  carried,  at  four  thou&nd  pounds  in  pre* 
*^  ient  money,  befidiesat  leaft  one  thoufand  poundsf 
'^  of  annual  penfion  t9o  a  private  and  bcd*rid 
••  Gentleman.  What  would  he  have  gotten,  if 
^  he  could  have  gone  about  his  ownbufincfif " 

After  fcrch  a  vicw^of  the  perlbns,  the  fobftance 
of  whofe  papers  (together  with  the  endre  cfifcourie 
oFSir  George  Carev^y)  I  now  exhibit  to  die  public, 
drafted  imo  a  ferie&ofv  hiftory,  it  would  be  fuper^ 
fluous  to  mSSi  on  the  uie  of  thefe  papers  any  fur* 
ther,  than  by  rcmarkiiig  Ibme  of  the  chief  points 
qOAtaiAed  in  them :  And  thefe  are,  a  particular 
detail  of  the  Negotiations  between  Qoeen  £//m^ 

betb 
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hub  zaiHemjlV.of  France  I  and  of  the  great 
affiftance,  which  he,  as  well  as  the  States  General^ 
rcceired  from  her  Majefty :  The  Earl  of  Efex*t 
courfe  of  (ecrec  intelligence  In  France  by  means 
(^  the  famous  Antmo  Perez^  who  had  been  Se* 
cretary  of  State  to  Pkilip  IL  of  Spain  ;  and  his 
Ijordfliip's  conftant  oppofition  to  any  treaty  with 
Sfain :  The  ftept  taken  by  the  King  of  France 
towards  a  peace  with  that  Kingdom :  Secretary 
Cro/'s  and  Mr.  Herbert* %  Embafly  to  France^  to  di- 
vert that  King  from  condiKiing  the  treaty  of  Ver* 
vinsy  withoutQueen£//2;a^<^ir,  and  the  StacesGe* 
neral :  The  Negotiations  fubfequent  to  that  trea* 
ry,  for  a  peace  between  England^  the  States  Gene- 
lal,  and  Spain^  which  proved  ineffedqal  during 
that  Queen's  life :  The  attention  of  her  Majefty, 
and  her  Minifters,  to  the  intrigues  of  the  King 
of  Scois  with  foreign  Princes :    Remarkable  cir- 
cumfhoces  attending  the  Queen's  death :    The 
prevalence  of  the  Spanijb  intereft  in  the  Court  of 
BMghmd  after  King  Jamet  I/s  accdBon  to  the 
Crown :  The  characters  of  the  principal  Mimften 
of  die  Courts  of  Fr^MTtf  and  Bn^Z^ ;  The  prac* 
lioes  of  the  Jefidts^  mdEngli/b  fuguives  inF/ath 
Ari»  &r  brining  over  the  Engli/b  R^^nt,  in 
the  Archduke'a  fervice  there,  to  iiscond  the  exe^ 
GUQon  of  the  Gunpowder-ptoc  i  with  ieveral  dr« 
cumftaoces,  hitherto  unknown,  ihewing  the  rca* 
fity  and  cxttat  of  that  plot.:  Tbeconduft  of  the 
EngMJb  Commiffioners  in  the  treaty  for  the  truce 
between  Spain  and  the  United  Provinces  in  1609 1 
wkh  FrinceJI^nir^/s  endeavouns  cerbitak  oflT&at 
treaty :  Ronarks  relating  to  die  murder  of  Hen^ 
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fyVf.  of  France:  The  ftatc  of  affairs  in  that 
Kingdom  during  the  minority  of  Lewis  XIII. 
The  factions  in  that  Court :  The  defigns  of  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  the  heads  of  the  Pro- 
tcftant  party,  to  remove  Secretary  Villeroy^  and 
other  Minifters,  who  were  devoted  to  Spain: 
The  countenance,  which  King  James  I.  gave  to 
thofe  de(igns  y  his  intrigues  with  the  Princes ; 
and  his  frequent  interpofitions  in  the  domeilic 
quarrels  of  France :  The  attention,  which  Prince 
Henrji  gave  to  foreign  affairs  :  His  zeal  for  the 
Proteftan^  intereft  ;*  and  his  fpirit  and  vivacity, 
which  gave  umbrage  to  his  father,  and  his  favour- 
ite, Carr  Vifcount  Rocbefter :  The  fadions,  which 
didraAed  the  Englip  Court  under  that  favourite, 
and  his  fuccefTor  Villi ers  Earl  of  Buckingham : 
The^diffirefled  fituation  of  the  Nation  under  their 
admiriiftration,  confefTed  even  by  fome  of  the 
great  men  then  .in  employment :  And  the  cha- 
r2|£i:ers  of  fomeiof  thofe  great  men. 

Thcfe  topics  of  Hiftory,  illuftrated  from  fuch 
inconteftable  authorides,  are,  I  perfuade  myielf; 
of  fufficient  iniportahce  for  the  public  notice.  Nor 
will,  perhaps,  the  prefent  method  of  inferting  on- 
ly the  moft  remarkable  letters,  with  extraAs  of 
the  reft,'  and  conneding  them  with  the  general 
Hiftory  of  rfiofe  times,  be  difreliflied  by  the  ma- 
jority of  readers,  .who  have  neither  teifure  nor 
patience  to  perufe'  the  btire  collodions'  them- 
ielyes.  And  I  coi^d.wilh.  Sir,  that  my  ihare  in 
this  wprk  wera  confiderable  enough  to  deferve 
your  approba[tjj!|n,.3n4.  be  a  laTdt^  mark  .of  my 
fincercfcgrAcitwiie,wd:cftecm.    .    ...;    :  :     ..  i 

^«^.4th  1748.  AN 
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HISTORICAL  VIEW 

O  F    TH  E 

NEGOTIATIONS 

Between  the  Ca  u.a j  s  of 

England,  France,  and  Bru[fels, 

From  the  Year  1 592   to  1 6 1 7. 

HE  Situation  of  Affairs  between 
England  and  France^  when  Mn 
Edmondes  was  appointed  Agent  in 
Franc^  for  Queen  Elizabeth,  will 
be  bett  underftood,  by  looking  as 
far  back,  as  the  Death  of  Henry  III. 
who  was  aflafSnatcd  on  the  ift  of  Aug.  1588  by 
James  Clement,  a  Dominican  Frier.  Upon  this 
Event,  Henry  King  of  Navarre,  and  Head  of  the 
Houfc  of  Bourbon^  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  dying  King  his  SuccefTor,  aflfumed  the  Name 
^i  Henry  iV.     But  the  League  refufing  to  acknow^ 
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ledge  him,   and  finding  himfelf  deferted  by  feve- 
ral  great  Men  of  the  late  King's  Party^  In  o;"der 
to  retain   fome  of  the  Catholic  Nobility,  he  was 
obliged  to  promife  them,  that  he  would  within  a 
certain  Time  be  inftrufted  in  the  Principles  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Faith  -,    by  which  he  was  under- 
ftood  to  mean  nothing  le(s,  than  that  he  would 
profels  himfelf  of  that  Religion.     In  the  mean  time 
he  was  deftitute  of  Men  and  Money,  the  Swifs  and 
Germans^  who  had  ferved  under  Henry  III.  threat- 
ening to  leave  him,  unlefs  he  would  pay  them  their 
Arrears  •,  which  he  was  not  able  to  do.     In  this  di- 
ftreffed  Situation  he  had  rccourfe  to  Queen  Eliza- 
betb^    who  generoudy  promifad  him  a  Supply   of 
Men  and  Money.     In  Expeftation  of  thefe  Suc- 
cours, he  ftood  firm  againft  Charles  Duke  of  May- 
inne^  who  had  forced  him  into  Normandy^  and  even 
attacked  him  at  Jrfues^  but  without  Succeft.     King 
Henry  now  thought  himfelf  in  fuch  Danger,   that 
he  would  have  followed  the  Advice  given  him  by 
fome,  to  fly  into  England^  if  he  had  not  been  di- 
verted by  the'  Marfhal  de  Biron  from  that  Refolu- 
tion  (a).     At  laft   the  Englijb  Supplies  arrived, 
confiftine  of  four  thoufand  Men,  under  the  Com- 
mand ot  Peregrine  Bertie  Lord  IVillougbhy^    ac- 
companied by  Sir  Tbomas  PTilfordy  Sir  Jobn  Bur-- 
rougbsj   Sir  i'bomas  Drury^  and  Sir  Thomas  Baf- 
kerville ;  and  of  twenty  two  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling 
in  Gold.     With  this  Reinforcement  he  advanced  to 
Paris^  and  took  one  of  the  Suburbs  of  that  City,  oa 
the  firft  of  Nov.  1589  (b)  ;  but  was  obliged  foon  to 
retire,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  having  entered  Paris 
with  his  Army  ;  and  caufing  the  old  Cardinal  dc 
Bourbon^  then  Prifoner  in  the  Caftle  of  Amboifcy 

(a)  Thuanua,  L.  xcvii;  Tom.  IV.  Edit.  Londiri.  Da- 
▼ila,  L.  X.  Lc  Gendre,  NouvcUe  Hift.  de  France.  Tom.  11. 
t'  733"73^-  (^)  Camdcni  Annalca  Regtos  EBnabHb. 

t'  5S9f  5^0-    ^i(-  Lu£^-  BataV.  1625. 
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to  be  jvodaimed  King,   affiimed  him^lf  the  Title 
of  Lieutenant  Genera!  of  the  Crown  of  France  (c). 

In  Mar cb  1590,  King //bn^  gained  the  imporjiant 
Battle  of  Ivfy  againft  that  Duke ;  after  which  he 
inre&cd  Paris^  and  took  the  Suburbs ;  and  that 
great  City  was  now  reduced  to  the  utmoft  Extre- 
mity, yfhcn  Alexander  Farnefe  Duke  of  Parma 
arrived  from  the  Netherlands^  and  forced  Henry  to 
rai&  the  Kockade  \  and  returned  without  the  King's 
being  able  to  oblige  him  to  fight  (d).     The  fame 
Year   the  Duke  of  Mercoeur^  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lmrram^  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Bretagne  by  the 
Ai&ftance  <^  the  Spaniards^  who  took  Hennebond 
and'  Blaivet  (e).     This  Aflfair  gave  great  Uneafmcls 
to  Queen  Elizabesb  j  who  was  extremely  unwilling 
to  have  the  Spaniards  fo  near  her,  efpecially  as  Phi- 
lip II.  of  Spain  might  claim   Bretagne,  and  per* 
hops  the  whole  Kingdom  of  France,  for  his  Daugh- 
ter the  Infanta  Ifabella,  whofe  Mother  was  Daugh- 
ter of  Henry  II.  of  France ;  in  which  View  he  was 
favoured  by  Pope  Sixtus  V.  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
Power,  under  Colour  of  hindering  an  Heretic  froin 
being  acknowledged  King  of  France.    It  was  evi- 
dently therefore  the  Intercft  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
OS  well  as  of  the  other  Proteftant  Princes,  to  fup- 
port  Hettry  IV.  and  prevent  the  aggrandizing  of 
the  King  of  Spain's  Power  by  the  Acquifition  of 
France.      But  Ihe   expeded,   that    the    Succours, 
which  ihe  gave  Henry,    ftiould  be   employed  in 
driving   the  Spaniards  out  of  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces of  5r^/tf|^»^,  Normandy,  and  Picardy*,  which 
was  of  moft  Confequence  to  her :  Whereas  it  was 
for  the   King's  Advantage,    on  the    other  hand, 
to  expel    his   Enemies    from  the  Centre  of  his 
Kingdom,   before  he  thought  of  attacking  them  on 

(cj  Davila,  L.  xi.  (dj  Id.  ibid.  fe)  Tlruanus, 

L  xctx. 
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the  Borders ;  and  the  rather,  as  by  this  means  he 
put  Queen  Elizabeth  under  a  continual   Neceflity 
of  aflifting  him  (f).     However^  in  order  to  obtain 
Aid  from  England^  he  promifed  what  that  Queen 
required;  and  a  Treaty  was  agreed  upon  in  1591* 
whereby  her  Majefty  engaged  to  fend  three  thou- 
fand  Men  into  Bretagne  and  Picardy^   to  hinder  die 
Spaniards  from  fettling  in  thofe  Provinces,  on  Con- 
dition (he  fliould  be  repaid  all  her  Charges  in  faifing 
and  keeping  thofe  Troops,  within  a  Year,  or  Iboner, 
if  the  Enemy  fhould  be  difpoflefled  in  that  Time  (g). 
Accordingly  three  thoufand   Englijb  paffed   foon 
after  over  into  France^  part  into  Bretagne^  under 
the  Condu6t  of  Sir  John  Norreys^  and  part  into 
Picardy^  under  the  Command   of  Sir  Roger  IVil- 
Hams.     At  the  lame  time  Henry   IV.  had   nego- 
tiated in  Germany  a  Levy  of  eleven  thoufand  Men, 
by  means  of  the  Eledtor  of  Brandenburgb^  and  Ca- 
Jimire  Prince  Palatine.     But  this  Supply  not  being 
fufficienr,  he  lent  to  demand  a  fecond  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  \  and  to  obtain  it  the  more  eafily,  inti- 
mated* to  her,    that  with  this  Reinforcement  be 
ihoiild  be  able  to  undertake  the  Siege  of   Roan. 
The  Queen,  impatient  to  fee  die  Maritime  Towns 
refcued  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Leaguers,    fooa 
agreed  to  a  new  Treaty,  whereby  (he  engaged  to 
fupply  King  Henry  with  four  thoufand  Men  more, 
and  pay  them  for  two  Months,  imagining  that  Time 
was  fufficient  for  the  Siege  of  Roan ;  and  gave  the 
Command  of  thefe  Troops  to  her  favourite  Earl  of 
EJfex.     The  young  Earl,   attended  with  Sir  Thomas 
Leigbton  and  Sir  Henry  Killigrew,  departed .  from 
England  about  July  ,1591,  full  of  Hopes  to.figna- 
lize  himfelf  at  the  Siege  of  iJ^^^n;  but,  upon  his 
Arrival  in  France^  found  the  Siege  had  not  been  fo 

f/J  Rapin  Thoyras^  L.  xvii.  Tom.  VI.  ^,  437,  438.  Edit; 
dc  la  Hay«,  1727,  410.-  (gj  Camden,^.  574,  575. 
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much  as  thought  of;  the  King  being  employed  be- 
fore Noycftj  and  intending  to  fend  the  Engltjh  For- 
ces into  Champagne.    Upon  this*  the  Earl  returned 
to  England^  having  firft  given  the  King  his  Parole  of 
Honour  to  come  and  join  him,  as  foon  as  the  Siegeofc 
Roan  (hould  be  undertaken  ;  but  he  left  his  Troops  in 
France  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Reger  lVilliams{h). 
Queen  EUzabethy  being  extremely  offended  at 
being   thus  impoied  upon,    wrote  to  Henry  IV. 
threatening  to  recall  her  Troops,  unlefs  he   im- 
mediately   performed   his  Promife.     This  obliged 
kirn   to  caufe   Roan  to  be  invefted   by  Marfhal 
de  Bit  on.     But   be  took  a  frelh    Occafion  from 
thence  to  demand  of  the  Queen  a  n^w  Supply  of 
five  thouiand  Men,  on  pretence  that  the  Troops 
already  fcnt  vrer6  extremely  diminifhed  by  Sicknefe 
and  Defertion.     At  the  fame  time  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
fexy  hearing  that  Roan  was  invefted,  went  over  to 
the  Siege,  contrary  to  the  Queen's  exprefe  Orders, 
who  commanded  him  to  return,  and  gave  a  fcverc 
Aniwer  to  the  Ftsfincb  EmbafTador,  who  demanded 
the  five  thouiand  Men  -,  to  obtain  whom  the  King 
Kkewife  fent  over  to  England  Mornay  Du  PleJJis^ 
who  went  back  to  France  without  Succefs  ;  and  the 
King  was  obliged  to  raift  the  Siege  of  Roan^  upon 
the  Approach  of  the  Duke   of  Parma^    who  was 
joined  by  the  Duke  of  Mayenne^  and   the  young* 
Duke  of  Guifcj  who  had  efcaped  out  of  Prifon* 
Henry  IV.  perceived  now  by  the  Queen's  Conduft. 
that  (he  would  not  fufFer  herfelf  to  be  amufed  by 
his  Artifices  -,  and,  fearing  to  lofe  fo  neceffary  an 
Afliftance,   laboured  fo  cffcftually  to  be  reconciled 
with  her,  that  at  laft  ihe  fent  him  two  thoufand  frefh 
Men;  but  it  was  not  till  after  the  raifing  the  Siege  (/). 
In   1592,    a   new    Treaty    was  concluded    be- 
tween the    Queen  and  the  King    of  France^    by 

(b)  Id.  p.  S77*  ^S-  (0  RymerV  Fcecea,  Vol. 

XVL     Rapin,  abi  ftpra,  and  Camden,  p.  578,  579. 
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wliich  Ihe  agreed  to  furnilh  him  with  four  thou- 
iand  Men,  fome  Pieces  of  Ordnance,  and  a  certain 
Qptntity  of  Ammunition :  That  he  fhould  add  to 
the  Englijb  Troops  four  thoufand  Foot,  and  a  thou* 
fand  Horfe ;  and  this  Army  be  employed  to  recover 
Bretagnt :  That  he  (hould  within  a  Year  repay  all 
hef  Charges  :  That  he  (hould  not  make  Peace  with 
the  Leaguers,  till  they  promifed  him  to  afiift  in 
driving  the  Spaniards  out  of  the  Kingdom :  That 
Er^land  ihould  be  exprefly  included  in  the  Peace, 
which  he  (hould  make  with  Spain  (k).  The  Queea 
upon  this  fent  four  thoufand  Men  into  Bretagne^ 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  ](^orreys ;  who 
had  been  called  home  to  inform  h^  Mijeily  of  the 
State  of  Affairs  in  that  Country.  But  Henry  IV. 
in  (lead  of  joining  his  Troops  with  the  Engkfiy  and 
carrying  the  War  into  Bretagne^  ordered  them  to 
ferve  in  Normamfyi  which  the  Queen  highly  re- 
lented, and  determined  to  recall  her  Troops :  but, 
hearing  that  the  Duke  of  Parma  was  preparing  to 
make  a  third  Expediuon  into  Fra^fe^  (acrificed  her 
Refentment  to  the  Good  of  that  Kingdom  (l)^ 
which  was  in  fome  meafure  her  own.  The  Duke 
was  indeed  upon  the  Point  of  re-entering  France  j 
but  his  Death,  which  happened  at  Jrras  on  the 
3d  of  Dec.  N.  S.  1592  (m)i  freed  both  the  King 
and  Queen  from  their  Apprehenfions  5  and  Mr.  Ed^ 
nwndes^  in  his  Letter  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  Burgh-* 
ley  itom  CbartreSy  Hov,2yt\i  O.  S.  mentions  the 
King's  having  fent  thither  the  News  of  the  Duke's 
Death,  which,  he  obferyed,  would  greatly  ft  agger 
the  new  EleSion  of  a  King  then  intended  at  Paris  (n) : 
For  that  Duke  had,  according  to  Davila  (o)^  refolved 

fi)  Rymer,  Vol.  XVI.  p.  151,  i68v  171,   173. 
(I)  Camden^  /.  597,  598.  [m]  Mcterco,  Hifloire  dca 

Pa;s  Bj5,  Lib.  xvi.  /o/.  543.    Edit,  de  la  Haye,  161 8. 

(ff)  Sir  no.  Eimonduh  MS.  Stetc  Papers,  Vol,  X.     (9)  L.  xiii. 
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to  iupport  the  Choice  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne^ 
23  more  profitable  to  the  Interefts  of  the  King  of 
SpUMj  than  that  of  any  other  Perfon,  becaufe  he 
might  be  eftabliAied  upon  the  Throne  of  France 
with  more  Facility,  lefs  Charge,  and  oiore  advan« 
tageous  Conditions. 

Hemy  IV.  ftill  continued  to  deceive  Queen  EUza^ 
hetb.  Sir  John  Norreys  was  ftill  in  Bretagne  with 
the  Engtijb  Forces.  He  had  been  promifcd  a  Place  in 
that  Province  for  a  Retreat ;  and  that  the  Duke 
if  Aumont  and  E^ay  fhould  join  him  ;  but  he 
was  k>ng  left  there,  without  being  thought  of.  At 
laft  EJpiMay  being  arrived,  they  made  together  fome 
little  Conquefts,  too  inconiiderable  to  requite  the 
Queen  for  the  Maintenance  of  her  Troops,  which 
CO&  her  weekly  three  thoufand  two  hundred  Pounds 
Sterling  (p)  i  and  the  King  was  then  indebted  to 
her  fifty  two  thoiiiand  feven  hundred  and  eighty*- 
three  Pounds  {q).  Thus,  inftead  of  employing  the 
Englifib  to  -drive  the  Spaniards  out  ot  Breiague^ 
Henry  ufed  them  only  to  keep  his  Enemies  in  Awe, 
and  hinder  them  from  making  greater  Progreis^ 
while  he  was  warring  elfewhere.  The  Queen,  feeing 
herielf  thus  deceived,  would  have  recalled  her 
Troops  -,  but  was  perfuaded  by  the  Marihal  ^Au-* 
m4Mj  not  only  to  leave  them,  but  even  to  lend 
frelh  Supplies,  upon  the  Hopes  he  gave  her,  that 
the  King  would  very  foon  make  a  powerful  Effort 
to  r^uce  that  Province  (r).  But  the  Queen's  Un- 
eafincls  at  the  King's  Proceedings  was  nothing  in 
Comparifbn  of  her  Concern,  when  (he  heard,  that 
he  was  going  to  abjure  the  Protectant  Religion,  and 
recondle  himfelf  to  the  Church  of  Rcme  ^  at  the 
firft  News  of  which  (he  difpatrhed  Sir  Thomas  Wylkes^ 
to  diffuade  him,  if  pofiible,  kom  that  Defign. 
But  Sir  Thomas^  at  his  Arrival,   found  the  Affair 

(p)  Camden,  p.  6091  (j)  Rymer,  Vol.  XVI. /.  194, 

(r)  Cicmden,  p,  609. 
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already  conipleted  (j)  •,  the  King  having  made  his 
public  Profeflion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion 
at  St,  Denis ^  on  ^Sunday  the  25th  of  July^  1593 
(/) ;  which  he  did,  as  he  alleged  to  Wylkesy  againft 
his  Wilf,  and  after  as  long  a  Delay  as  poflible ;  and 
merely  from  the  Exigence  of  his  Affairs,  finding  it 
jmpoffible  to  eftablifti  himfelf  upon  the  Throne,  if 
he  fhould  continue  a  Protcftant  {v). 

Nor  was  this   the    only  Affair,    which   Wylkei 
was  commiffioned  to  mention  to  the  King  Henry ; 
for  he  had  Orders  from  the  Queen  to  complain, 
that,  the  late  Treaty  was  not  executed ;  and  that 
Marfhal  ^  Aumonf%  Delay  had  been  very  cxpenfive 
to   her  Majefty.     The  King  caft  all  the  Blame  up- 
on the  Marfhal,  and  pofitively  promifed  to  march 
himfelf  into  Bretagne^   when  the  Truce   for  that 
Province  was  expired.     He  added,  that  in  the  mear\ 
time  he  would  advife  with  his  Coundl  concerning 
the  Place  of  Retreat  for  the  English  Troops  (w). 
But  thefc  were  only  empty  Words  -,  for  the  King's 
Intention  was  not  to  employ  his  Forces  againft  Bre- 
tagne^  before  he  had  reduced   the  rcfl  of  France  \ 
but  dnly  to  ufe  the  Englijh  Troops  by  way  of  Di- 
verfion   to  the  Duke  of  Mercoeur^  for  fear,   that 
when  he  had  made  'himfelf"  abfoluJe'  Mkfler  of  Bre- 
tagne^   he  fhould' alTift  the  Duke  bf  it4ijy^»»^.     Still 
lefs  did  he  intend  to  give  a  Place  of  Retreat  to  the 
Englijh  in  that  Province,  left  he  fhould  find  it  very 
difficult  to  diflodge  them.     But  the  King  of  Spairi 
preparing  to  exert  his  utmoft  Endeavours  in  Sup- 
port of  the  League,   which    was  declining  fince 
Henry  IV. 's  turning  Catholic  (x)^  the  Queen  readily 
made  a  League  offenfive  and  defenfive  with  him, 
whatever  Reafons   fhe  had   to  complain  of  him. 
This  League  was  concluded  and  figned  at  Melun^  in 

(i)  Id./.  610.  (/)  Thuanus»  Lib.  cvii.  Toin.  V.  U 

Davila,  L.  xiii.  (a;)  Camden,  f.-f>\o.  (w)  Id. 
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^Jtugitfi  y  and,  among  other  Articles,  it  was  agreed, 
that  a  Peace  fhould  not  be  niade  without  a  mutual 
Conienc  (y). 

Mr.  Edmondes  was  ordered  by  a  Letter  of  the  6tH 
of  Septimber  1593  (z)^  to  treat  with  the  French 
King,  **  to  hatre  lus  private'- Aflent  (if  he'  woulil 
have  the  Troops,  now  with.  Sir  Roger  fVilltams 
at  Dieppe^  to  remain  in  France\  that  her  Ma- 
**  jcfly^s  Forces  might  be  permitted  to  have  a  Place 
**  in  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  Some  beneath  SL 
**  Fabry  and  Cretoy^  which  Place  is  not  inhabited, 
nor  yet  fortified.  Whereunto  if  the  French  King 
will  not  ailent,  then  her  Majefty  will  have  her 
Troops  called  from  France**  The  Lord  Trea- 
forer  wrote  to  Mr.  Edmondes  from  IVindfar  6ri  the 
2  jd  of  the  fame  Month,  in  which  he  took  Notice, 
That  Sir  John  Norreys  ^ith  his  Troops  in  Bre- 
iagne  had  been  refufed  Entrance  into  the  Town 
of  PempaUy  and  the  Ifle  of  Breake^  to  refidc 
*'  there  as.  a  Garifon.**  His  Lordfliip  added,  that 
thefe  and  iuch-like  Difappointments  of  Promifes 
have  been  the  Cauie.  to. provoke  her  Majefty  to 
withdraw  her  People,  which  have  beeb  more 
f*  tfefted  in  two  or  three  Years  in  France^  for  lack 
"  of  Relief,  and  Places  of  Retreat,  than  hath  been 
'*  in  any  open  War  thefe. many  Years  paft." 

Tifc  Queen  having  now  determined  to  fend  Sit 
Robert  Sidnef^  Governor  of  Flu/hinF,  one  of  the 
cautionary  Towns,  in  the  Netherlands^  as  her  Em- 
baflador  to  the  King  of  France^  Sir  Robert  Cecily 
younger  Son  of  the.  Lord  Treafurer,  gave  Mr.  Ed^ 
mondes  Notice  of  this  in  the  following  Letter,  dated 
from  fPlndfoTyr  0£i.  4,  1593. 

"  This  Letter;  may  only  ferve  you  for  uhder- 
**  ilanding,  that  Sir  .R(73^r/  Sidney  h  fent  her  Ma- 

(jr)  Camden,  ^.613.  {pf)  Sir  Thmas  Edmo9t^ii\  MS. 
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«  jcfty's  Emtoflador  to.  the  French  King,    whofe 
*«  Negotiation  is  not  without  Matter  of  Importance 
"  for  the  Good  of  the  King's  bcft  Party,  who  left 
^  him  not,  whm  he  had  no  body  ^,  and  whofe 
•*  Declination  (what  Glofs  fixiTer  may  be  fo:  (m  the 
«^  Matter)   will  confequently    occajfion   his  Ruin. 
"  You  (haU  do  very  well  therefore  (which  I  fpeak 
"  not  out  of  Doubc  of  your  Difcretion)  to  obfcnre 
•<  and  apply  yourfelf^  with  all  particular  Informa- 
**  tions^  to  make  him  know  all  Things,  which  youf 
^^  Abode  hath  purchafed,  and  of  which  his  own 
**  Judgment  will  make  very  good  Ufe  and  AppH- 
"  cation.    One  Thing  more  I '  only  add,  that  you 
"  (hall  do  very  well,  in  all  fuch  ftcrct»£k  Things,  as 
*'  you  have,  fome  jime  from  the  Duke  of  Beuillm^ 
««  to  write  it  in  foipe  little  Ticket  inck)fed  in  your 
«*  Letter  V  whereby,  if  need  be,  the  Queen  may 
<*  fliew  the  general  Letter,  and  yet  diftribute  that, 
<*  to  whom  Ihe  will  pleafe,  after  it  be  given  her 
**  by  him,,  that  receives  your  Packet.     If  you 
<<  underftand  not  my  Meaning,  it  is  only  as  you  fee 
*'  by  this  Dcmonftratton.     And  fo  in  Hafte  I  com- 
*«  HMt  you  to  God/' 

Sir  Jkobert  Sidney y  according  to  his  InftrufUons, 
ftrongly  recommended  to  Henry  IV.  the  Prote6Uon 
of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  its  Profefibrs ;  which 
the  King  promifed  to  continue  to  them,  as  he  had 
always  done.  But  he  would  not  hearken  to  the 
Propojal,  which  Sir  Robert  made  to  him  from  the 
Queen,  that  Br^  (bould  be  delivered  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Engli/by  as  a  Retreat  for  them,  and  a  Secu- 
rity for  the  Money  advanced  to  him  by  her  Maje- 
fty.  For  the  French  could  not  bear,  that  the  Eng^ 
lijh  fbould  have  any  Poffeflion  in  their  Country, 
much  lefs  one  of  their  Ports  -,  remembring  perhaps, 
how  eafily  the  Englilhj  by  being  Matters  of  the 
Ports,  over-ran  France  with  their  Conqucfts ;  and 
how  difficultly  they  were  expelled.    The  Advice 

there- 
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therefore,  which  Qj^een  Etizabetb  had  ^ven  ag^nfi: 
the  Spaniards  J  wai»  turned  by  the  French  againft  her 
Countrymen  (a). 

The  Lords  of  the  Council  wrote  to  Mr.  Edmondes 
Erom  IVindfir  on  the  24th  of  0£lober^  to  infill:^ 
tbat  the  King  of  France  ihould  give  Leave  to  Sir  Ei^ 
word  Brooke^  with  the  Ei^UJb  Troops,  to  ren)Ove 
to  Ofieady  which  was  then  lii  Danger  of  being  b^ 
fiMoL 

mr.  Edm$ndes  had  been  allowed,  during  his  Refi>- 
dence  in  Francis  twenty  Shillings  a  Day^  as  appears 
by  a  Letter  to  him  from  the  Lord  TreaTurer  dated 
at  Ifanfucby  Jug.  &,  159a,  and  flire^led  to  ^ 
hmng  friend  Thoooas  Edmondes  remaining,  m  Fr^ce 
Vfitb  the  French  King  for  ber  Majefiy^^  ^^^^* 
But  this  Allowance  was  fo  ill  paid,  or  fo'infi^ 
dent  for  his  Suhfiftence,  tbat  he  was  obliged  to 
reprefent  in  moft  pathetic  Terms  his  diftrefied  Cir* 
cumftances,  ia  a  Letter  from  Mantes  on  the  21ft  of 
December  J  ^593j  ^  the  Lord  Trealjurer.  *  *•  It  may 
pleaie  your  Lordihip,  fays  bCj  I  have  made  bold 
often  heretofore  to  trouble  your  X^rdlhip  with  a 
^^  Declaration  of  my  miferable;  Sca^  here>  and  in 
attending,  that  it  would  pleaie  your  Lordihip  to 
procure  my  Delivery  hence.  I  have  fuffered  un» 
der  the  Burden  thereof  as  much  as  hath  been  pol^ 
'*  fible  for  a  poor  Creature  j  yet  which  J[  could  not 
^*  fo  lone  have  carried,  had  it  not  been  far  Mn 
**  Smyibe^s  Charity  and  Pity  of  me,  in  having  gtvea 
^^  me  extraordinary  Credit  for  Money  taken  upon 
^^  him,which  hath  been  owing  him  thefc  four  Months 
And  the  faid  Supply  ended,  I  had  no  other  Courie 
but  prelently  to  have  returned :  For,  not  bavii^ 
a  Peny  more,  wherewith  tq  have  fallowed  the 
King,  had  it  not  been,  that,  in  fo  great  an  Ex«> 
tremity,  he  did  again  furnifh  me  at  Di^pe  vfith 
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**  other  200  Crowns,  to  keep  me  afloat,   in  at- 
•*  tniding  Sir  Robert  Sidney* %  coming  hither,  that  I 
•',  might  have  paflcd  over,  to  have  reprefented  my 
••  mifcrablc  Cafe:     Of  the  which   Hope   being 
**  now  fraftratedi  and  thcrewxtJi  the  faid  Propor- 
tion now  alfo  (hortiy  Ipent,  T  vow    to   your 
Lordlhip,  T  kriow  not  how  T  fliall  be   longer 
^  able  to  jolloiw  the  King.'  ^Yct  will  I  feek  all 
Me^ns  pQflibIe,to  take  up  Money, there,  though 
1  know  not  upon  whom  to  a(Iign  the  Payment 
thereof,  ^  now  that  Mr.  Smytbe,  denieth  to .  g^vc 
"  me  furrfier  Credit.     It  is  to  many  known  the 
*•  poor  Life  I  do  here  lead  'under  the  Burden  of 
•'  this  heavy  Expence  far    above  my   Power  to 
**  bear,  protcfting  to  your  Lordfliip  in  the  Faith 
•*  of  aChriftiari,  liich  to  be  my  prqfent  Mifery,  as  I 
have  not  the  Means,    wherewith  to  put  a  good 
Garment  on 'my.  Back,    to   appear  in  honeft 
Company  ;  my  Horfes  the  moft  part  fpoiled  and 
**  fpent,' what ;  by  Accidents,  and  the-  Length  of 
**  Time  ;  and  ^nerally  never  (uflSbred  in  piy  poor 
*^  particular  the 'like  Extremity  of  Penury.     If  I 
"  do  abufe  your '  Lordftiifl  with  a  falfc  Affirma- 
*^  tion,  let  me  receive  the  Punilhment,  that  is  there- 
•'  unto  due :  but  otherwifc  I  befcech  your  Lordfhip 
**  to  hear  me  in  my  •  juft  Complaint,  and  vouch- 
"  fafe  me 'Knowledge  of  your  Lordlhip's  Pleafure, 
"  whedier  1  Ihall  retire  myfelf  away,  of  not.     The 
**  Return     to   War    doth    promife    worfe    Ef- 
"feds  than  ever  of  a  miferable  Time,  through 
**  the  which  your  Lordlhip  feeth  how  unable  I  am 
**  to  wade  :   And  therefore  I  moft  humbly  and  in- 
^*  ftantly  befcech  your  Lordfliip  to  be  pleafed  to 
**  have  Companion  of  my  fo  great  Dlftrefs ;  and 
*•  I  will  in  Acknowledgment  perpetually  ferve  your 
**  Lordihip  with  my  poor  Prayers.    And  fo  I  moft 
*'  humbly  take  my  Leave. " 

'•      '    '  One 
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One  of  Mr.  Edm$ndes's  Correfpondents  wai 
George  Gilpin,  Efq-,  the  Englijh  Agent  at  the  Hague^ 
who  wrote  to  him  from  thence  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cmhefj  15939  an  Account  of  the  Behaviour  of 
Monfr.  Buzenval,  who  was  Refident  from  the  King 
q{ France  there,  and  who,  fays  Mr,  Gilpin,  "  fol- 
"  lowing  his  Nature,  holdeth  a  Courfe,  whereof 
"  our  honouraible  Friend  Sir  Thomas  JVylkes  gave  me 
"  a  good  while  finccfome  Notice,  and  appeareth, 
'^  that  he  tittle  favoureth  and  accounteth  of  our 
"  Nation,  as  if  her  Majefty  h^  not  deferved  fa 
"  well  of  the  King  his  Matter,  as  all  the  World 
«  knowcth.'* 

The  King  of  FriX«ir^'s  embradng  the  /^^;«^»  Ca- 
tholic Religion  provM  foon  of  vaft  Advantage  to 
his  Intereft  5    the  Cities  and  Great  Men,  who  hacf 
been  for  the  League,  returning  in   Crouds  to  his 
Obedience,  the  People  Ihewing  the  utmofl  Zeal  to 
ihake  off  the  Spanijb  Yoke^  and  the  City  of  Paris 
itfelf  being  furrcnder'd  to  him  on  the  2 2d  of  March 
1 59I  by  the  Count  de  Brijpic  j   upon  which  the 
Duke  ofFersa,  who  was  there,  was  forc'd  to  take 
a  Safe-Condu6t  from  the  King,  to  retire  with  the 
Spanijb  Troops  to  the  Duke  of  Guife^s  Army  (i). 
Henry    now     began    ferioufly    to    refolve    upon 
driving  the  Spaniards  out  of  BrePagne\    and  the 
Marihal  iTAutnonty  who  had  the  Management  of 
the  War  there,    made    good  Ufe  of  the  Englijh 
Troops,    who  diftinguifh'd  themfelves   with  fuch 
Bravery,  that  the  Queen  was  obligM  to  write  to 
Sir  John  NcrreySy  not  to  be  fo  laviCh  of  the  Blood 
of  her  Sutgeds  (c) . 

Her  Majefty.  wrote  likewife  a  Letter  to  the  King; 
of  France^  dated  zt  Greenwich,  Sept.  27,  1594  (d) , 
ddiring  that  Morlaix^  which  had  been  lately  takefi 

(i)  Thiianiu,  L.  cix.  &  Davila,  L.  xiv.  (e)  Caraden, 
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by  the  Afliftance  of  her  Troops  under  Sir  John  Mr- 
reys^  might  be  delivered  unto  them  for  a  Place  of 
Retreat,  according  to  Agreement.  But  Marihal 
J^Aumont^  in  order  to  elude  this>  had  inferted 
among  the  Articles  of  the  Surrender  of  that  Town, 
that  none  but  Roman  Catholics  fhould  be  admitted 
into  it  {e). 

The  Lord  Treafurer  being  curious  to  inform  him- 
felf  of  the  Situation  of  Affurs  in  France^  his  Son 
Sir  Robert  Cecil  wrote»  by  his  Order,  to  Mr.  Ed- 
mondes^  on  the  27th  of  S^temher  1594,  ^'  that  if 
**  any  Pamphlets  be  put  in  Print  there,  which  con- 
*'  cem'd  Matters  of  State,  he  fhould  caufe  ibmc  of 
**  them  to  be  fent  unto  his  Lordfliip.  " 

Notwithftanding  the  important  Afliftance^  which 
Queen  Elizabeth  had  given  to  Henry  IV.  yet  the 
Depredations,  which  the  En^lifi  Nation  fufFer'd 
from  his  Subjects,  were  fo  intolerable^  that  the  Lord 
Howard^  Lord  High  Admiral,  wrote  to  Mn  Ed-^ 
mondes  from  the  Court  at  Nonfncb  on  the  7th  of 
OSober  1594,  in  the  following  Terms :  "  I  have  re- 
•<  ceiv'd  your  Letter  of  the  a6th  of  Sepi ember ^ 
♦'  whereby  I  perceive,  how  that  the  French  both 
^'  whine  and  bite,  as  the  Proverb  is ;  and  complain 
*'  themfelves  of  Injuflicie ;  and  yet  give  us  far 
^^  greater  Caufe  to  complain  agaaoft  them  for  the 
<'  manifold  Spoils  done  on  our  Nation  to  the  Lo(s 
*'  of  400,000  /.  within  thefe  8  Years ;  which  for 
^^  the  prelent  I  omit,  and  only  give  InQaoce  in 
^^  particular  by  the  inclofed  of  43,444/.  taken 
*'  within  this  laft  Year  from  our  Nation  by  fuch^ 
*^  as  the  King  efteemed  to  be  his  good  Sd::^^<^  ^ 
*'  the  very  dme  of  the  Spoils  committed.*' 

On  the  27th  of  that  Month  the  Lord  Trcafuncr 
wrote  to  Mr.  Edmondes  from  his  Houfe  at  ff^^fi^ 
minfterj   "  that  her  Majcfty  allowcth  well  of  his  re- 

(e)  Czmd.'p,  fe6. 
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'^  £>Iuce  Manner  of  dealing  with  the  King  there,  in 
*^  aftertaining  him,  that  if  he  fhall  fend  no  more 
Forces  into  Britain^  to  join  with  her  Majefty's 
for  the  Recovery  of  the  Spaniards  Fort  at  Bre/i^ 
(he  hath  charged  Sir  Join  Norreys  to  remrn." 
And  accordingly  that  General  was  recall'd  not  long 
after,  and  fent  into  Inland^  where  fome  Sfanijb 
Officers  had  landed,  in  order  raife  a  Rebellion 
dicre  (f) . 

On  the  30th  of  the ,  fame  Month,  Oifoier,  Sir 
Robert  Cecil  wrote  to  Mr.  Edsnondes  from  the  Court 
at  Richmond  a  Letter,  interlin'd  in  feveral  Places  by 
lus  Father  xivt  Lord  Trcafurer ;  in  which  he  dire&s 
Mr.  Edmondes^  that  whereas  the  'Kmgoi  France  had 
heard,  that  the  Queen  had  defign'd  to  fend  Sir  Tho- 
mas Wyikes  to  Brujfels  to  the  Archduke  Emefi^  he 
ftiould  inform  that  King  of  the  Occ^fion  of  that  De- 
fign,  which  was  as  follows : 

**  The  Queen  having  Senfe  of  the  foul  and  dan- 
^'  gerous  Pn^Sioes  fubftantially  proved  by  the  Con- 
**  fetCioa  oi Lopis  *  and  others,  refolved  to  dcftroy 
**  her  Peribn,  not  knowing  any  way  more  pro- 
'^  per  to  expG^ulate  the  barbarous  Arts  of  the  King 
«^  of  Spain  in  contriving  and  furthering  of  fo 
^^  foul  an  Intention  to  take  away  the  Queen's 
^^  Lifie,  as  by  putting  him,  either  to  avow  it,  or, 
^*  if  he  would  deny  it,  to  corrcft  the  Inftruments  of 
^  the  £ime,  ibmc  of  them  inward  in  his  fecreteft 
^  Counfeb,  as  Qniftcpboro  di  Mdro  \  other  fuch,  as 
^^  are  of  his  Council  f  refident  in  the  Low  Countries^ 
^^  m  the  Count  di  Fuentes  and  Tbarra  \  refolved 

{/)  Id,  /.  6a8.  •  RodiHgo  Ufes,  a  Jew,  and  Phyfician 

to  the  Qgeen,  and  two  Portugue/e,  having  engaged  to  poifon 
her  Majefty,  and  being  dete^ed,  all  confefs^d,  that  they  had 
teen  corraiMad  by  the  C6«nt  Ji  Futnhs  and  Dan  Ditgo  d'Uarra^ 
who  had  the  Government  of  the  Low  Countries  after  the  Prince^ 
€^Parma^%  Death,  to  mdcruke  that  execrable  De^n ;  and  were 
afterwaxds  exccattd. 
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to  fend  fome  one^  whom  her  Majefty  meantf 
fhould  open  that.  Matter;  and  the  ^Proofs,  and  td' 
to  fend  to  the  Archduke  for  Paffport  for  one,  that ' 
fhould  own  fome  things  concerning  the  King,  his ' 
Uncle,  in  Honour  j  and  only  fo  with  aL-etter  to  that ' 
*'  End  fent  a  Gentleman  to  the  Duke.  He  retum- 
**  ed  with  a  Paffport  in  ampleForm,  and  with  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Archduke,  but  in  a  grofs  and  bare 
Stile,  without  complete  Reipeft  of  giving  her 
Majefty  her  ufual  Honour  due,  being  a  Sovereign 
Prince ;    and  a  Claufe  contained  in  the  Letter^ 
that  her  Meffcnger  fhould   be  welcome,  fo  h^ 
propounded  nothing  to  the  Diffcrvice  of  the  King 
^'  of  Spain.  Hereupon  her  Majefty,  moved  with  the 
Negleft  ufcd  to  her  in  the  Form,  though  he 
gave  her  in  the  Outfide  barely  the  Name  oi  Royne 
d*^ngleterre^  and  not  being  fure  what  Liberty 
of  ConftruAion  he  would  rcferve,  what  was  to 
the  Diffcrvice  drtheKing  gr  no,  and  doubting  that 
hi  would  not  notify  the  Caufe  to  the  King  (g), 
hath  rcfolved  without  any  more   dealing  to  cut 
off  the  Propofc';    and  hath  caufed  the  Paflport, 
^'  in  a  Letter  to   Monlr.  Richardotj  one  of  the 
King's  CounfeUors  there  with  the  Duke,  from 
whom  the  ^een^s  Mejfenger  received  the  Pajf- 
*'  port  (h)^  to  be  returned  with  a  bare  and  meager 
^'  Letter  figned  by  the  Lord  Trcafurer,  the  JEarl  of 
*'  EJfexj  the  Lord  Buckhurft^   Mr.  Vice-Chamber- 
lain, and  myfelf ;  wherein  he  is  required  to  tell 
the  Duke,  that  her.  Majefty,  finding  him  to  ufe 
lefs  Refped:   than  Kings  and  Emperors    have 
formerly  obferved  in  their  Writings  to  her,  and 
*'  noting,   that  it  may  be  doubtful  by  the  Liberty 
*'  of  his  Conftruftion   relerved,    how  her  Servant 
*'  fhall  be  ufcd,  when  his  Errand  fhould  be  known, 

(g)  Interlined  by  Lord  Burgbliy,      (b)  Interlined  by  Loiti 
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•*  is  now  refolved  Co  fend  ho  more  in  this  fort  to  deal 
in  it,  but  by  more  public  manner  to  declare  it  to 
the  world,  how  far  the  faid  King  is  dircdiy  to  be 
touched  in  that  foul  and  wicked  praftice.  Hereof 
as  her  Majefty  verbally  hath  aflured  the  [French] 
King's  Embaflador  here  \  fo  hei*  pleafure  is,  that 
**  as  from  herfelf  you  do  communicate  it  with  the 
"  King)  or  any  other  of  his  Council,  which  may 
**  have  heard  of  it/* 

The  King  being  now  determined  to  fend  Sir  T^bo-^ 
tuas  Parry  Embaflador  to  France^  the  Lord  Treafurer, 
on  the  27th  of  November^  i594>  gave  Mr.  Ed- 
mondis  notice  of  this,  and  ordered  him  to  remain  ilill 
at  PariSy  without  going  to  the  King  at  Lyons^  till 
he  ihould  hear  further  of  Sir  Thomas  Parry. 

The  King  of  France  being  wounded   by  John 
Cbafielj  on  the  1 7th  of  December ^  1 594,  0.  S.    Mn 
Edmtmdes  wrote  that  very  day  an  account  of  it 
to  the   Lord  Treafurer,  informing  him,  that  the 
King  was  wounded  in  Madam  de  Lioncourt^s  Iodg« 
ings,  ftooping  to  falute  Monfr.  de  Montigny^  Go- 
vernor of  Bloisy  by  a  fcholar  of  the  Jefuits  of  nine* 
teen  years  of  age,  who  confefled,  that  he  had  figni- 
fied  to  his  father  long  before,  that  he  defigned  it,  in 
order  to  deliver  bis  Se£l  of  Jefuits  offo  great  an  ene^ 
my.    And  Mr.  Edmondes  obferves,    that  *'  by  the 
circumftances  it  appeared  he  was  thereunto  fub- 
omed  by  them.     The  King,  upon  receiving  the 
"  blow,  uttered  divers  times,  and  particularly  to 
"  the  Marfhal  of  Retz^  when  he  came  in  (to  whom 
**  it  was  well  addrefled)  that  he  did  owe  that  obli- 
gation to  thofe,  that  had  been  maintainers  and  in-' 
teireflbrs  for  the  Jefuits  againft  the  proceeding  of 
«  the  honeft  party." 

This  aflaflin,  John  Cbaftel^  is  an  aftonifhing  ir* 
fiance  of  the  dr«idful  exceffcs,  of  which  popifli  bi* 
gotry  and  enthufiafm,  under  the  direftion  of  a  falfc 
and  Jcfuitical  cafuiftry,  are  Capable.     Upon  his  exa- 
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minatioir  by  the  parliament  of  Paris^  he  confefledy 
that-he  had  often  heard  it  difcourfed  and  disputed 
in  the  fchools  of  the  JefuitSy  in  which  he  had  been 
educated)  that  it  was  not  only  lawful,  but  even  me- 
litorious,  to  kill  Henry  Bourbon^  a  relapfed  heretic, 
and  perfecutor  of  the  holy  Church,  who  falQy  af- 
fumed  to  himfelf  the  title  of  King  of  France :  And 
that  having  afterwards  fallen  into  heinous  and  abo- 
minable fins,  even  to  the  attempting  to  lie  with  his 
own  fillers,  he  fell  into  ib  great  a  defp^r  of  obtain- 
ing God's  for^venefs,  that  he  refolvcd  to  murder 
the  King,  which  he  believed  to  be  an  ^  of  ioefti- 
mable  merit,  to  free  him  from  the  horror  and  pu- 
nifliment  of  his  offences.     He  was  dr^ged  into 
pieces  by  four  horles,  and  the  JeJuUs  were  baniflied 
out  of  France  * ;   though  afterwards  fuffered  to  re- 
turn by  Henry  IV.  himfelf. 

The  Lord  Treafurer,  on  the  24th  of  Jsnuaryy 
1594-5,  wrote  again  to  Mr.  Edmondes^  of  oir  ^bo-- 
mas  Parrfs  being  defigned  Embaflador  to  Rrance ; 
and  dire£led  him  to  attend  the  King  of  France  to 
Lyons  \  but  informed  him,  that  he  coukl  not  obtain 
^m  the  Queen  any  greater  allowance  for  him  upon 
occafion  of  his  greater  expences  in  fuch  a  journey  ; 
and  therefore  advifed  him  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
Earl  of  Effex  and  himfelf,  complaining  of  his  ne- 
ceflSities,  |and,   if  he  dared  adventure^    one  to  the 
Queen  upoA  the  fame  fubje^l.    His  Loidfhip  then 
complains,  that  Mr.  Edmondes  had  ient  him  no  no- 
tice of  a  fecret  treaty  between  the  Frtneh  Court  and 
the  King  of  Scots.     *'  I  marvail,  fays  fc,  that  you 
*'  could  never  come  to  the  underftanding  of  a  fecret 
treaty, that  hath  been  there  during  the  time  of  the 
Lord  of  IFeems  being  there,  by  the  means  of 
^^  the  Bifhop  of  Glafcow^  who  is  now  known  to  be 
^l  the  King  of  Sc4fts*  ordinary  Embal&dor  there  \ 

f  Dawhy  L.  m. 
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^f  #k>  Iwth  treated  and  contluded  of  the  renovation 
*■  of  an  ancient  league  between  France  and  Scotland^ 
*•  and  hath  yielded  thefe  points  hereafter  following : 
•*  Firft,  that  the  PfuKc  of  Scotland^  the  King's  fon, 
*^  (hall  have  a  great  penfion^  and  a  band  of  men  at 
**  arms  in  France.  Likewife  that  there  (hall  be 
*^  a  complete  «  «  of  Scottijh  «  •  about  the  King^s 
perfon,  as  in  stfKient  time  hath  been  :  And  that 
alio  the  Prince  (hall  have  hereafterwards  a  Seig- 
nc3ftj  in  Xantvigne  $  and  alt  Scottijh  jpeople 
••  (ball  be  free  to  trailick  by  fea  and  laad  in  France^ 
*'  without  paying  any  more  cu(h)ms  than  in  ancient 
•*  times  they  were  wont  to  do  j  a  matter  very  be- 
^  neficiat  to  all  the  nation,  and  hurtful  to  our 
*^  merchants.  The(e  things,  we  hear,  are  agreed 
0Q9  and  writings  thereof  at  this  time  carried  into 
Scotland  by  the  Lord  of  fFeems ;  and  I  fear  the 
reports  to  be  true,  although  I  could  never  find 
from  you,  that  you  had  any  favour  herof ;  and 
*♦  how  you  may  come  to  the  knowledge  hereof,  I 
**  muft  leave  that  to  your  own  difcretion.'* 

Mr.  Edmandes  wrote  an  anfwer  to  this  letter,  dated 
at  Paris  the  17th  of  February  1594*5,  in  which 
a^un  he  repre(ent^  his  nece(rities,  ^'  that  he  dared  not 
take  upon  him  the  prefumpdon  to  hope  of  better 
prevailing  by  writing  him(elf  to  the  Queen,  fearing 
^  thereby  rather  to  draw  her  Maje(ly*s  offence  upon 
^  him :  And  therefore  muft  fubmit  myfelf,  fays  be^ 
•*  to  the  wreck  of  a  miferable  fortune,  unlcfs  it  will 
**  plea(e  your  Lord(hip  to  favour  me  with  your 
^  charitable  mediation ;  wherein,  as  your  LohUhip 
•  willed  me,  I  have  written  to  my  Lord  of  EJfex^ 
*^  to  be(eech  him  to  be  aUb  pleafed  to  join  with  your 
«  Lx)!tl(hip.** 

With  regard  to  the  omiflion  of  (ending  an  account 
of  the  great  dungs  fakl  to  be  obtained  by  ImA 
Weem^  be  anfwered,  that  the  extreme  negleft,  which 
lie  (aw  daily  iffed  towards  that  Lord,  made  hun 
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the  more  negligent  about  him ;    "  who,  as  I  kam^ 
**  jays  be^  hath  not  obtained  the  efFeding  of  thofe 
''  points,  which  your  Lordfhip  is  informed  of,  but 
*'  only  carried  a  fignification  of  the  conBrmation  of 
*'  the  ancient  alliance  with  Scotland^  by  the  eftablifti- 
*\  mcnt  whereof  there  is  maintained  from  hence  to 
King,  or  his  fon,  a  company  of  men  of  arms, 
the  ordinary  guards  of  the  nation,  to  be  maintained 
here  about  the  King's  perfon,  and  the  nation  ge- 
nerally to  have  free  courfe  of  traffick,  and  to  be 
difcharged  of  the  law  of  AuboinCj  as  being  natu- 
ral fubje£ts.     Thefe  I  am  told  to  be  their  old 
grants ;    and  the  reference  only  made  to  tnem^ 
without  any  enlargement,  which  in  effedt  is  efteem- 
ed  nothing.    But  that  he  hath  obtained  a  penfion, 
^'  lands,  -and  a  remittal  to  that  nation,  for  paying  all 
new  impofitions  above  all   other  Grangers,   and 
the  eftablifhing  the  bilhop  of  Glafgow  to  be  that 
*^  King's  EmbafTador,  as  your  Lordfliip  hath  been 
*'  informed ;  I  afTure  your  Lordfhip,  that  he  hath 
not  fo  far  prevailed  in  any  of  thefe  things. 
And  now  to  come  to  a  more  particular  dif- 
**  charging  of  myfelf,  it  may  pleafe  your  Lordfhip, 
^^  in  juftice,  to  confider,  what  I  am  able  to  do,  that 
an  account  fhould  be  attended  of  me  of  all  great' 
matters,  fmce  I  have  not  a  peny  allowed  me  to- 
*'  give  for  a  fecret  intelligence,  neither  able  fo  much- 
«  as  to  give  men  a  meal's  meat,  as  others  have 
**  done  daily  in  the  like  kind,  to  captivate  men's  fa*- 
*'  vours,  and  only  valued  myfelf  by  the  infinuation' 
^*  off  a  good  behaviour  \  in  the  which  courfe  I  will 
^*  ever  apply  myfelf  in  the  beft  diligence  to  deferve 
**  well.     And  howfbever  my  unhappinefs  is  to  be- 
**  other  wife  cenfured,  the  end  of  the  reckoning  fhall 
*•  juflify  me  an  honeft  man.     Befides,  1  befeech  you 
c«  alfo  to  confider  (in  dutiful  fort  let  me  fpeak  it) 
^*  how  rare  directions  and  inflruAions  I  have  had 
^'  given  me  to  lighten  my  poor  underftanding,  how; 
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**  to  govern  myfelf  better.     1  confefs  this  far  too 
*'  heavy  a  burden  for  me  ;    and  fo  your  Lordftiip 
**  knoweth  I  have  often  reprcfented  to  you :  And 
^'  God  is  my  witnefe,  that  as  I  ever  have  faid  it  fin- 
**  cercly,    fo   alfo  what  I  write  herein  is  without 
thought  of  prefumption,  in  the  innocent  freenefs 
of  a  poor  wretch,  within  the  which  line  fo  long 
as  I  fhall  contain  myfelf,  I  befeech  your  Lordfhip 
**  to  vouchlafe  to  employ  your  favour  towards  her 
Majefty  to  have  compaffion  of  my  mifery,  and 
pyticularly,  that  I  may  remain  in  your  good  opi- 
nion.    When  otherwife  I  (hall  indireftly  demean 
myfelf,  I  will  appeal  to  no  favour  of  grace.*' 
Thefe  compl^nts  of  Queen  Elizabeib*s  immoderate 
parfimony  were  not  at  all  unufual  among  her  Mini- 
fters  both  at  home  and  abroad.     And  it  is  remark- 
able, that  the  Lord  Treafurer  himfelf,  in  a  letter  ftill 
extant  in  the  Pap'-r- office,  written  in  the  critical  year 
1588,  while  the  Spanijh  Armada  was  cxpcfted  againft 
Englandj    excufes  himfelf  to  Sir  Edward  Stafford^ 
then  Embaflador  in  France^  for  not  writing  to  him 
oftcner,  on 'account  of  her  Majefty's  unwillingnefi 
to  be  at  the  cxpence  of  meffengers.     Sir  Francis 
fValfingham  likcwife,  who  ruin*d  his  fortune  in  her 
fervice,  and  died  (b  deeply  in  debt,  that  his  body 
was  buried  privately,  that  it  might  not  be  arretted 
by  his  creditors,  when  he  was  Embaflador  at  Paris 
in  1572,  "wrote  on  the  loth  oi  Auguft^  a  fortnight 
before  the  maflacre  there,  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter*, 
deliring  to  be  recalled,  becaufe  "  his  charges  there 
*'  grew  daily  fo  intolerable,  that  he  was  no  more 
**  d)le  to  endure  the  weight  of  that  burden.'*     And 
in  his  fecond  embafly  to  France  in  1581,  he  remon- 
ftrated  to  the  Queen  herfelf,   in  a  very  ftrong  man* 
ncr,  againft  her  unrcafonable  attention  to  the  fpa-^ 

• 

*  Sir  DuMey  Digftj^s  Complete  EinbafTador^  p.  134.  Edit, 
Lotd.  165;.  fpl. 
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ring  of  charges,  as  pernicious  to  her  moft  important 
interefts.  *'  Sometimes,  fays  be  -f,  when  your  Ma- 
**  jcfty  doth  behold,  in  what  doubtful  terms  you, 
•*  ftand  with  foreign  Princes,  then  you  do  wifti  with 
*^  great  a£feftion,  that  opportunities  offered  had  not 
been  (lipped.  But  when  they  are  ofifered,  if  they 
be  accompanied  with  charges^  they  are  altogether 
neglefted.  .  .  .  Remember,  I  humbly  befeech 
**  your  Majefty,  the  refpelf  of  charges  bath  loft  Scot* 
**  land :  And  I  would  to  God  1  had  no  caufe  to 
♦*  think,  that  it  might  put  your  Higbnefs  in  peril  cf 
•'  the  lofs  (^  England.  I  fee  it,  and  they  fticll  not 
•*  not  to  lay  it,  that  the  only  caufe,  that  ::*  /eth 
*•  them  here  [in  France'\  not  to  weigh  yeur  Ma- 
**  jelly's  friendfbip,  is,  for  that  they  fee  your  Ma- 
•'  jefty  doth  fly  charges  otherwife  than  by  doing 
•*  fomewhat  under-hand.  It  is  ftrange,  confidering 
*'  in  what  ftate  your  Majefty  ftandeth,  that  in  all 
•*  the  dircftions,  that  we  have  now  received,  we 
*'  have  fpedal  charge  not  to  yield  to  any  thing,  that 
**  may  be  accompanied  with  chaiges.  .  .  .  Hereto* 
•*  fore  your  Majefty*s  predeccflbrs^  in  matters  of  pe- 
^^  ril,  did  never  look  into  the  charges,  when  their 
**  treafure  was  neither  fo  great,  as  your  Majefty's 
*^  is,  nor  fubjedts  fb  wealthy,  nor  fo  willing  to  con* 
•*  tribute.  ...  If  there  be  peril,  it  is  hard,  that 
charges  fhould  be  preferred  before  peril.  I  pray 
God  the  abatement  of  charges  towards  that  Noble* 
man  \Geerge  Earl  of  Sbrewjbury]  that  hath  the 
cuftody  of  the  bofi)m*ferpent  [Queen  of  Sc$ts^ 
hath  not  leilened  his  care  in  keeping  of  her.  To 
^'  think,  that  in  a  man  of  his  birth  and  quality,  after 
^^  12  years  travel  in  a  charge  of  fuch  a  weight,  to 
*^  have  an  abatement  of  an  allowance,  and  no  re- 
**  compence  otherwife  made,  (hould  not  work  difcon- 
f^  tentment,  no  man«  that  hath  reafon,  can  fo  judge ; 

t  Utter  to  the  Queen,  Sept.  z.  1581.    Ibid.  p.  426, 427. 
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**  and  therefore  to  have  fo  fpeci^I  a  charge  commie* 
**  ted  to  a  perfon  difcontented,  every  body  feeth  it 
^  Handing  no  way  with  policy.  What  dangerpift 
*^  effefts  this  loofe  keeping  hath  bred,  the  making 
<<  away  of  Morion,  the  alienation  of  the  King,  and 
*^  a  general  revok  in  religion,  inti^nded  only  by  her 

«  charges,  doth  fhew. If  this  fparing  and  im* 

"  provident  courfe  be  held  ftill,  the  m^iefs  ap* 
<<  preaching  being  fo  apparent  as  they  are,  &^/' 

McrUnt,  the  French  Emballador  in  England,  re* 
turning  now  to  Frante,  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Edmondes  from  the  court  at  Lambeth,  Febru^ 
arj  20,  1 594-5)  ipeaks  of  him  with  great  refpeft, 
and  fays,  "  That  he  doth  depart  with  her  Majefty's 
*^  good  favour^  as  one,  whofe  carriage  here  hath  won 
*'  himjieif  reputation  both  for  zeal  to  the  King  his 
**  mafter*fi  fcrvice,  and  honeft  defire  to  conferve  all 
*•  good  intelligence  between  the  two  Princes,  fo  aa 
*'  he  (hall  no  fooner  return  than  be  welcome." 

The  King  of  France  having  declared  war  agaunft 
Spain  on  the  20th  of  January  1594-59  N.  S.  {m\ 
had  recourfe  to  Queen  Elizabeth  for  frefli  Succours^ 
complaining,  that  the  recalling  of  Sir  John  Norreys, 
with  her  forces,  had  broke  all  his  meafures.  But 
her  Majefty  anfwered,  that  flie  commended  his  re*- 
iblution  of  proclaiming  war  againft  the  King  of 
Sfenn,  againft  whom  (he  had  carried  on  an  open 
war  in  the  Leiw  Countries^  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
America :  That  if  theKing  of  France  had  a£ted  offen* 
iively  againft  the  Spaniard  with  the  fame  vigour,  in- 
ftead  c^  keeping  himfclf,  as  he  had  hitherto  done^ 
upon  the  dcfenfive  only,  Philip  II.  could  not  have 
injured  either  of  them  :  That,  as  to  the  recalling  her 
troops  out  of  Bretagne,  it  was  neceflary  for  the  de« 
fence  of  Ireland,  where  a  revolt  was  expeftcd  5  and 
that  thofc  troops  were  not  obliged  by  treaty  to  con- 

{m)  Davila,  L.  xiv. 
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tinue  longer  in  Bretagne^  fince  the  •  expulfion  of  the 
Spaniards  out  of  Breft\  and  had  been  ill  treated 
there,  and  not  joined  by  the  forces  promifcd  them  ; 
and  that  Morlaix  hzd  not  been  given  them  for  a  re- 
treat, according  to  the  agreement  (»). 
•  Henry  IV.  had  formed  a  defign  of  penetrating  into 
the  Low  Countries,  and  making  conliderable  con- 
quefts  there  :  but  he  fooii  found  himfelf  unable  to 
execute  that  fcheme;  for  in  Jpril  15951  Ferdinand 
de  Velafcoj  conftable  of  Cq/tile^  entered  francbe- 
Comte  at  the  head  of  a  confidcrable  body  of  troops, 
and  threatened  the  duchy  of  Burgundy  5  which  obliged 
the  King  to  march  thither  himfelf  with  the  befl;  part 
of  his  army ;  whilft.  the  Count  de  Fuentes^  who  com- 
manded in  Picardy  after  the  death  of  the  Archduke 
Emeft  at  Bf\ujfels^  February  21,1 594-' 5j  N.  S.  entered 
Picardy^  and  became  Matter  of  Catekt\  and  then 
befiegcd  Dourlensj  and  having  defeated  the  French^ 
who  came  to  its  Relief,  took  the  town  by  ftorm  (e?). 
The  affairs  of  France  being  in  this  diftreficd  fitua- 
tion,  Monfr.  Cbevaliery  one  of  the  matters  of  requefl:, 
in  Jugf0  1595,  was  fent  from  the  Prince  of  Condi ^ 
and  the'  Dukes  of  Nevers  and  Bouillon,  and  the  city 
of  Paris ,  to  England,  where  he  arrived  on  the  19th 
of  that  month,  with  a  melancholy  account  of  the  lo(s 
of  Dourlens',  and  that  Cambray  itfelf  was  held  for  loft, 
there  being  no  means  of  fuccouring  it,  and  the  town 
itfelf  willing  enough  to  leave  the  French  Govern^ 
ment.  Monfr.  Chevalier  therefore  requefted  an  aic) 
of  four  thoufand  foot,  to  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Pa- 
ris, who  fhould  give  fccurity  for  that  pprpofe  (p)^ 
A  council  was  held  upon  this,  and  the  reqyeli 
would  immediately  have  been  granted,  if  we  were 
Jure,  fays  Mr,  Lake,  then  clerk  of  the  Signet,  i9 

(ff)  Camden,  p.  639.  {0)  Thuanus,  L.  xii.  &  Davila, 

L.  xiv.  (p)  Sec  a  letter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lah  to  Sir  Rohert 

Si^lneyt  dated  at  Non/ucb^  Aug.  22,  1 59^9  printed  among  th^ 
{ecters  of  the  Sidnp  family,  Vol.  i .  p.  344. 
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bave  fime  of  our  old  fooling  in  Picardy  for-  a  place 
of  retreat^  or  in  pav^n.  I  think  it  will  be  tnoved^ 
and  fome  hope  that  need  will  make  it  be  done^  if  the 
governor  binder  not^  with  whom  fome  traffick  will  be 
had  (q).  In  the  inftruftions  given  to  Monfr.  Che- 
,valierj  he  was  ordered  to  requeft,  that  the  fupply 
dcnjanded;  might  be  fent  to  Picardy  within  fifteen 
days  after  the  datp  of  thefe  inftruftions.  But  he 
had  fpent  twelve  days  in  his  voyage  ;  fo  that  only 
three  days  remained  for  raifing  and  tranfporting  ttiue 
foldiers ;  who  were  inlifted  without  delay,  in  order 
to  be  fent,  if  there  was  occaGon,  to  Calais^  Boulogne^ 
JXeppe^  ^xui  the  towns  on  the  fea-coaft ;  and  this 
was  immediately  fignified  to  the  King  of  France  by 
Sir  Roger  Williams^  and  to  the  governors  of  thofe 
towns.  That  King's  counftUors  in  Bretagne  preflfed 
likcwife  by  letters,  that  a  fupply  might  be  fent 
thither ;  but  as  they  fpccificd  neither  the  number  nor 
fcrvice,  nor  offered  any  place  for  a  retreat,  no  par- 
ticular anfwer  could  be  given  to  them  (r). 

Henry  wrote  a  letter  to  Monfr.  de  la  Fontaine*^ 
dsiXcd  at  LyonSy  September  2^^  '595»  N.  S.  a  Copy, 
^f  which  was  tranfmitted  by  Sir  Robert  Cecil  to 

(q)  Ibid.  (r)  Camden,  p.  640. 

*  Tbis  ^tkman  was  probably  the  preacher  of  the  Fmch 
chorch  in  London^  mentioned  by  Mr.  Strytiy  Annalt  •/  the  Rt' 
fnrmatiwt  Vol.  IV.  N®.  ccxci.  p.  394.  for  it  is  evident  that  he 
was  a  divine,  frojn  the  following  parage  in  a  MS.  letter  to  Mr. 
Robert  Namtton,  afterwards  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  Earl  of 
Efexy  from  Parisy  November  zStb,  i  C97.  O.  S.  "  This  Mix- 
^  tore  of  mongrel  divinity  and  policy  feems  to  be  ingendered  of 
f*  thejate  ^ongrdTes  and  alliances  between  the  daughters  of  men 
'*  and  the  ions  of  God :  I  mean  ia  Fontaine^  their  [the  French^ 
**  grand  Politico  and  Prophet.  It  is  a  ilirring  age,  likely  to 
**  fo]]ow,  when  our  Prophets  and  the  fons  of  Prophets  become 
*^  mafiers  of  policy,  to  <]mt Mofet  for  Machiavely  and  turn  their 
''  pal  into  pradices  of  ffatc.'' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Eimondes^  on  the  8th  of  OSIoier  1595  (s).  tn 
this  letter  the  King  complained,  that  he  found  a  di- 
minution in  the  Queen's  good-will  towards  him, 
which  he  imputed  either  to  the  Council  about  her 
Majefty ;  or  that  herfelf  was  either  delighted  in  his 
ruin,  or  would  force  him  to  an  agreement  with  thofe, 
tvho  had  conlpired  both  their  mifchiefs  :  That  her 
Majefly,knowing  the  maUi:e  of  the  comqgon  enemy» 
would  fhew  too  much  ftupidity,  if  (he  (hould  be  fe- 
cure  of  his  practices,  or  have  any  conceit  of  his  re- 
conciliation. The  King  then  juitified  himfelf,  and 
expoftulated  with  the  Queen  and  his  allies,  declaring, 
that,  nocwithltanding^all  artifices,  his  truth  and  fin- 
cerity  had  never  been  wanting  to  his  friends ;  but  that 
he  muft  either  of  necefiity  lofe  his  kingdom,  or 
make  an  accord  >  holding  it  more  advant^eous  and 
more  honourable  to  compound  with  his  enemies,  than 
to  purchafe  his  friends  too  dear.  He  ncjtt  mention- 
ed his  doubt  of  Bouhgne^  his  lofs  in  Francbe-Comtf^ 
and  the  danger  of  Bretagne ;  and  concluded  with  de- 
liring,  that  the  States  General  might  be  forbom, 
with  regard  to  the  demand  of  the  repayment  of  the 
money  lent  them  by  the  Queen. 

In  the  be^nning  of  OSobery  after  the  taking  of 
Cambrojf  by  the  Count  de  Fuentesy  he  fent  likewife 
to  the  Queen  Monfr.  UOmenie^  a  fecretary  of  his 
chamber,  who  came  over  to  England  with  Sir  Roger 
Williams  (t).  The  fubftance  of  his  mef&ge  was  to 
acquaint  the  Queen,  that  the  King  had  received 
his  abfolution,  there  being  deputed  four  Cardinals  to 
give  it  him  with  the  proper  folemnity ;  but  that 
their  chief  bufinels  was  to  draw  him  to  a  peace  with 
Spaifff  and  to  unite  againft  all,  who  were  divided  from 

(/]  Sir  Tbomis  Edmondei's  M.  S.  State  Papers,  Vol.  i. 

(/)  Mr.  Laie*s  letter  to  Sir  Ratgrt  Sidney^  from  Stepnfy,  9th 
x>r   O^oiirt    1595.     Letters  of  the  SidHej^  fiunily,   *Vol.  1. 
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the  Qiurch :    That  he  was  aflurcd  to  rcccirc  for 
liifflielf  honourable  conditions  ;  but,  knowing  that 
he  fiiould  be  Ibliclted  to  fcparate  from  her  Majefly, 
and  die  Low  Countries^  he  defired  to  be  fupported 
by  her  with  a  conjundlion  of  their  forces,  that  hfc 
might  not  be  compelled  to  fiich  a  peace,  as  he  would 
not  wiUingif  make,  but  fuch  as  might  comprehend 
dtem  all  iif  fuch  terms,  as,  holding  always  together, 
they  might  be  a  balance  againft  the  Spantjb  greatnefi: 
but  that,  if  ihe  refuled  him  in  this  point,  he  muft 
provide  for  himfelf  as  he  might.     "  Thefc  letters, 
adds  Mr.  Lake^  *•  deUvered  with  very  ftout  fpecches, 
*'  have  gireatly  oflFended  the  Queen,  who  careth  not 
*•  to  be  terrified.    The  Gcntlemart  is  difpatchcd 
^*  without  any  hope  of  relief  from  hence ;  fo  as  you 
"  may  guefs  what  will  folbw.     He  hath  withal  ad- 
"  vcrtifcd  her  Majefty,  by  his  letters  to  this  efied, 
'*  that  if  flie  be  not  well  informed  of  the  prepara- 
^^  tions  and  intendons  againft  her,  (he  is  either 
"  abufed  or  betrayed :   which  being  by  fome  taken 
*^  or  meant  to  tbemlelves,   hath  moved  the  more 
*^  chcJen    He  defired  a  conference  to  be  had  bc- 
*•  tween  the  Dukes  of  Ntvers  and  Bouillon^  whom 
'^  he  would  fend  to  Calais  or  Boulogne^  and  fome  of 
**  the  Queen's  council ;  which  is  denied.     But  that, 
*'  which  I  would  let  you  know,  is,  that  he  hath 
*'  written  very  roundly,  to  require  the  QUeen  to 
•*  forbear  the  calling  for  her  money  from  the  Stores, 
^^  as  a  thing  far  out  of  feafon ;   and  hath  fpoken 
"  plainly  to  Sir  Rager  Williams^  that  thefe  countries 
*'  love  not  the  Queen  ;  and  that  he  doth  aflfure  him- 
*•  fclf,    that  whenfoever  he  fliall  enter  into  treaty 
*^  with  Spain^  he  can  difpofe  of  them  as  he  (haU 
**  tiunk  good,  and  that  they  will  turn  his  courie ; 
^  and  that  of  late  they  have  required  him  not  to 
•*  forget  them.     Whether  this  be  well  grounded, 
*  or  ipoken  only  of  boaft,  you  may  guefs  ;  and  I 

"  think, 
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**  think,  will  not  be  amife  for  you  (v)  to  have  ait 
.*^  eye  unto ;  for*if  all  be  true,  that  hath  been  here 
**  alleged  by  the  French  Gentleman,  upon  his  re- 
•*  turn,  the  King  is  like  to  frame  his  drift  another 
«  way." 

The  Queen,  after  UOnunie*^  departure,  wrote 
a  long  letter  to  Mr.  Edmondes,  which  he  was  ordered 
.to  tranflate  into  French^  and  read  to  the  King  of 
France  J  which  he  did  on  the  joth  o^  November  1595, 
in  the  camp  before  La  Fere.  In  this  letter  (w)y  dated 
^he  i2thof  that  month,  her  Majefty  obferved,  that 
flie  had  feen  a  long  and  very  preffing  letter,  confift- 
ing  of  feveral  heads,  written  on  the  part  of  the  moft 
Chriilian  King  to  the  Sieur  de  la  Fontaine :  and  fince 
that,  there  came  from  that  King  a  Secretary  of  his, 
fcnt  exprefly  to  treat  with  her  Majefty  by  word  of 
mouth,  and  more  amply  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  in 
general,  but  differendy  as  to  particulars.  For 
whereas  the  principal  point  of  the  letter  was  only  to 
obtain  fuccours  for  the  city  of  Cambray^  the  Sieur  de 
VOmenie  brought  her  Majefty  an  account  of  the  loft 
of  that  place.  And  therefore  to  all  the  arguments 
urged  upon  that  fubjeft  her  Majefty  had  no  occafioti 
to  make  any  other  anfwer  than  this,  that,  next  to  the 
King  himfclf,  no  perfon  felt  more  concern  than  her 
Majefty,  to  fee,  that  his  journey  had  been  attended 
with  fo  great  a  misfortune,  as  the  lofs  of  fo  important 
a  city.  And  as  the  Sieur  de  VOmenie  had  inti- 
mated, that  if  the  King  had  not  been  denied  his  re- 
queft  by  her  Majefty,  that  city  would  not  have  been 
loft;  her  Majefty  could  not  pafs  over  that  point 
without  an  anfwer.  For  when  the  King's  council 
demanded  her  Majefty's  forces  to  be  fent  within 
twenty  days ;  belides  that  it  was  thought,  that  the 
forces  could  not  arrive  within  that  fpace  without 

(v)  Sir  Robert  Sidney  was  Govemotfr  of  FluJMng,  *>» 

(njc)  Sir  Thomas  Edmofidfs\  MS.  State  Papers,  Vol.  i. 
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very  great  difficulties,  fo  it  feemcd  not  confiflent 
wah  her  Majcfty's  honour,  nor  the  fafcty  of  her 
Ibbjcds,  to  fend  them  over  unfeafonably  to  a  place, 
from  which  the  King  was  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  and 
wWch  was  fo  much  expofed  to  the  excurfions  of  the 
enemy's  army,  and  where  the  flower  of  the  King*s 
forces,  which  were  to  join  her  Majefty*s,  had  been 
fo  ill  condufted,  without  evidently  expofing  them 
taan  inevitable  difgrace  and  danger.     Upon  this 
juftificadon,    if  her  Majefty's  moft   dear  Brother 
(who  knew  very  well  to  diftinguifli  between  the  paf- 
fions  of  particular  perfons  well  or  ill  difpofed)  would 
form  his  judgment,  and  not  upon  the  difcourles  of 
the  partial  men,  who  were  with  him,  he  would  have 
no  reafon  to  c^l  in  qQeftion  her  Majeily's  inviolable 
Gonftancy,  much  lefe  to  concave,  that  (he  would 
^gree  to  any  advice,whichmigbt  be  prejudicial  to  his 
cftate,  if  any  fuch  advice  fhould-  be  offered  her  ;  nor 
permit  any  pcrfon  to  prefume  to  Ihcw  himfelf  of  a 
£iftious,   envious  difpofnios,    or  to  attempt  any 
praftices  oppofite  to  the  King's  profperity,  whofc 
happineis  her  Majefty  thought  to  be  abfolutely  con-^ 
ne&ed  with  her  own.     In  anfwer  to  that  point  of  his 
letter,  wherein  he  fays,  that  he  had  occalion  to  fear, 
that  her  Majefty  took  pleafure>in  his  deilrudtion,  or 
elfe  that  (he  was  defirous  of  forcing  him  to  agree 
with  thofe  who  had  confpired  the.  ruin  of  them  both ; 
with  regard  to  the  firft,  her  Majefty  had  no-  need  to 
ufe  any  other  apology,  than  the  proof  which  (he  had 
^ven  before  of  her  frienddiip  towards  him :    and* 
with  refpeft  to  the  fecond,  that  though  (he  (hould 
not  a£t  otherwife  for  his  fake,  yet  (he  would  not  do 
it  for  her  own. 

As  for  what  is  faid  afterwards,  that  her  Majefty 
was  chargeable  with  lukewarmnefs,  if  (he  did  not 
ioduftrioufly  oppofe  the  inveterate  malice  of  the: 
wmmon  enemy  ;  (he  thought  that  imputation  ought 
Ids  to  be  cafl:  upon  her,  than  upon  all  the  odier 
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Ptincts  of  Ewrapi^  flie  haviag^  ercr  fioce  die  md 
kcurred  his  hatred  (by  only  cndeaTourmg  to  pre* 
jcive  her  allies  and  neighbours  from  his  tyranny  and 
ambition),  never  ceafed  to  weaken  him  both  by  fca 
and  land,  and  diverted  his  defigns  againft  her  allies  i 
and  before  and  fince  his  proud  fleet  was  defeated  on 
ihtEngliJh  coaft,  by  the  fevour  of  God,  and  the  ya«^ 
lour  of  her  fubjefb)  given  him  little  oocafion  of  boaft* 
lag  of  his  new  conquefts :  in  which  refped,  if  thff 
other  powers  had  acquitted  themfelves  With  the  iaose 
diligence  and  refolution,  he  would  not  have  had  iok 
much  leifure  and  means  of  employing  himfelf  to 
the  prejudice  of  others.  Befides,  fince  it  is  aflerted 
in  that  letter,  that  umbrage  had  been  ^ven  the  King, 
and  that  her  Majefty  called  in  queftion  the  fincerity 
and  conftancy  of  bis  friendfhq),  or  was  even  jealous 
<^  his  profperity  \  Mr.  Edmandes  might  afldire  him,. 
1^  the  word  and  fath  of  a  Prince,  that  her  Msgefly; 
never  had  fo  pufiUanimous  an  heart»  as  to  entertain 
ib  mem  a  thought,  but  acknowleged  his  virtue,  and 
was  fiitisfied  of  his  integrity ;  believii^,  aoccuxfing^ 
to  the  meafure  of  her  own  good  diipofition  towards, 
him^  that  nothing  waiS  more  certain  upon  earth,  than 
that  (he  held  the  firft  place  in  his  friendfhip,  before 
any  c^er  Prince,  in  return  fof  the  afln^dion  ihsmn. 
by  her  Majefly  towards  him. 

But  fince  the  King  in  his  letter  juftifies  all  his  pro**' 
ceedings,  and  complabs  at  the  fame  time  of  othersy 
who  have  not  aififted  him  \  though  her  Majefty  had- 
never  miftrufted.him,  nor  entered  into  any  queftion v 
with  him,  except  when  he  did  not  fufBciently  actsend 
to  his  own  greatoefs ; .  yet  her  Majefty  inftrufts  Mr. 
EdmondeSy  as  the  King  had  done  the  Sxeur  di  la  Fon^ 
tainej  with  what  was  proper  for  every  perfon  to  re- 
prefent  in  their  defence ;  which  flie  hoped  he  would* 
hear  with  the  lame  patience,  and  &vourable  interpret 
tation,  as  (he  had  received,and  always  Ihould  receive, 
his  letters  and  mefiages. 

And 
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And  that  it  n>ight  not  be  thought,  that  her  Ma- 
jcftjr,  under  the  pretext  of  juftifying  hcrfclf,.  would 
revive  the  memory  of  her  fcrvices,  either  in  the 
time  of  the  late  King  his  predeceflfor,  or  (ince  his 
own  acceflion  to  the  throne,  in  the  cafe  of  Dieppe^ 
Farisy  and  Roiiin^  and  in  Breia^ij  for  a  long  fpace 
of  time  ;  the  thing  being  notorious  enough  of  itfelf  ^ 
ibe  would  only  begin  by  the  laft  fervice  at  Br^j  to 
wluch  the  enemy  pretended  a  tide,   not  founded 
ff)erely  on  ambition,  and  had  by  his  own  forces, 
without  making  ufe  of  thofe  of  the  League,rendered 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  firft  havens  of  the  kingdom. 
Upon  this  occafion,  though  her  Majcfty  had  in  hand 
ieveral  odier  defigns  c^  honour  and  advantage,  Ihe  s 
confented  for  the  King's  fervice  to  employ  her  forces 
both  by  fea  and  land,  to  dr^ve  the  enemy  from 
thence,  and  had  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the  place  was  re* 
taken  and  demoliihed.     However,    Mr.  Edmondes 
was  ordered  to  reprefent  ferioufiy  to  the  King,  that 
as  her  Majefty  found,  that  according  to  the  natural 
difpofiti<^  of  a  Prince  and  Father  of  the  people,  he 
puHued  /bme  things,  and  paffed  over  others,  even 
againft  his  own  inclination,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the 
public,  and  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  fub]e£ts  ; 
&>  he  would  likewife  think  it  neceifary  for  her  Ma« 
jefty  (C(Mifiderii^  that  the  love  of  the  people  is  the 
g^reatdt  riches  of  all  Princes)  to  endeavour  by  all 
ways,  both  interior  and  excerior,  to  (hew  her  defirei 
to  preferve  them,  and  not  to  expofe  them  to  all  kinds 
of  danger ;  of  whole  defire  and  zeal  to  obey  her  if 
the  loyalty,  valour,  and  faith  of  a  people  could  give 
fdl  affurance*  no  Prince  ever  was  more  obliged  to 
God,  than  her  Majefty  was,  for  fuch  an  happineis ; 
of  which  no  peribn-  could  give  a  better  teftimony 
than  the  King  and  his  kingdom,  in  wliich  there  werd 
to  many  memorials  of  thek  blood  faithfully  and  free- 
ly ihed  in  hiS'  fervioe ;  all  which  her  M^efty  though^ 
wefl  ipenc,  and  would  not  ceafe  this  courfe,  if  the 
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iamentatioHs  of  itiothcrs,  infantt,  and  rrfadons.  did 
notcallupon  her  for  fome  refpite  aftd  relaxation. 
Sefides,  that  Ihe  was  adverrifed  by  the  Kmg  himfe  f 
fif  (he  had  not  known  it  odierwife)^  that  all 
Europe  had  the  alarm  of  an  invafidn  pretended  to 
be  defi-ned  againft  her;  fo  that  if  the  Kmg  would 
^Teigh  all  circumftances  with:  a  juft  arid  not  mroa^ 
Sderation,  and"  recoiled  paft  femCes.  to  fort.fy 
Slf  againft  thofe,  who  were  defirous  to  detraft 
from  her  Majefty's  honour,  he  could  nrt  but  thmk 
hrreafons  jift  ?or  defirirtg  to  be  fpafed  for  a  time  » 

5  after  that  (be  did  not  doubt,  but  that  m  his  fitft 
St-rh  would  write  to  her  in  another  ftyle ,  her  Ma- 
iX  affuring  herfelf,  that,  notwithftandmg  fome  per- 
£n7  il-aff^ed  to  her,  and  her  eftate,  might  make 
ife  of  tWs  to  prejudice  their  friendlhip,  or  mher 
S^d^  other  hoiL  io  foment  their  own  artfal  views, 
S  had  no  other  end  than  their  ambitious  and 
Sious  defigns ;  yet  all  good  BreHChmen  tru  If 
nSle  and  affedionate  to  his  fervice.  would  clearly 
?ee  th^"tWs  is  the  way  to  embroi,  when  malice^can 
no  oh^  wife  hurt  a  well-united  friendfhlp  ;  and  to 
feoarate  them  from  eaCh  other,  ,n  order  to  rum  them 
S  Her  Majefty  knew  likewife,  that  their  cne- 
Ss  would  readily  employ  themfelves  in  the  plaices 

S  alirnating  froni  them  die  hearts  of  their  beft  fob- 
Teas  in  order  to  verify  the  falfe  pofinons  of  theif 
£k  bv  which  they  endeavour  to  poffefs  the  world 
S  fcandalous  hopes  of  great  difcontentments  m' 
to  kingdoms,  in  order  to  procure  their  enem.ej 
S?nS  with  the  defires  and  views  of  fugitives  and- 
!^Ws  who  would  bediflatisfied  with  even  an'^gel, 
[f  he  were  given  them  for  their  governor.  But  as 
her  Majefty  had  no  room  to  fear,  through  God  s 
mercv  thdr  malice  and  folly,  her  country  being 
j;ry^;ee  from  fuch  a  general  infeftion  ;.  fo  on  the 
ArhJr  hand,  it  imported  her  to  be.vigilanttO  remove 
af  fuch  occafions^.  by  ufing  moderately  their  km 
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and  fortunes :  for  what  elie  can  be  expefted  from, 
natuial^  men,  than  great  and  fudden  alii^nations,  wbea 
they  fee,  that  their  duty  is  rewarded  with  a  perpe- 
tual (ixrcelCon  of  mifeiies,  and  that  their  valour  only 
purchaies  their  ruin  ? 

Moreover,  as  the  Sieur  de  la  Fontaine  has  declared, 
with  more  eagernefs,  as  her  Majefty  believed,  than 
die  King  command^  him  to  ufe,  that  if  (he  did 
not  affift  him  at  prefent,  it  would  only  be  for  want 
of  win ;  agd  that  it  was  to  be  apprehended,  that 
the  King  might  be  obliged  to  agree  with  the  com* 
toon  enemy,  without  comprehending  her  Majefty  in 
the  treaty  \  her  Majefty  afcribed  this  language  rather 
to  the  warmth  of  his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his 
mafter  (which  fhe  could  well  digeft),  than  fuffered 
heheJf  to  be  difturbed  with  the  thought,  that  the 
King's  honour,  and  ib  many  vows  on  tus  part,  and 
lb  many  fervkes  on  that  of  her  Majefty,  could  ad* 
mit  ib  odious  and  dangerous  a  refolution.     And  yet 
if  this  point  be  promoted  by  any  of  his  Minifters 
(for  her  M^efty  does  not  believe,  that  this  arifes 
book  the  King  himfelf,  in  order  to  awaken  her  Ma- 
jdly  the  more)  it  is  certainly  the  thing,  which  will 
have  the  leaft  effeft  upon  her :  for  it  is  only  zeal  and 
afiedion,  which  have  hitherto  carried  her  ib  far; 
and  fhe  is  firmly  perfumed,  that  it  is  impofTible  for 
him  to  approve  of  that  in  himfelf,  which^  fhe  afTures 
herfeif,  he  would  think  odious  and  difhonourable  in 
another.    And  if  it  fliould  fo  happen,  that  he  fhould 
be  drawn  into  fuch  a  ftep  by  any  ill  prafticeupon  him, 
her  Majefty  would  think  herfeif  fufEciendy  fupport- 
cd  by  the  providence  of  that  God,  who  knows  the 
integrity  of  her  heart  towards  him,  and  has  known, 
and  ftill  knows,  how  to  defend  her  from  the  greateft 
Awgcn. 

Mn  Edmondes  was  then  directed,  after  having 
communicated  to  the  King  her  Majefty's  great  con** 
ccm  for  the  extremity  of  his  affairs,  and  that  there 
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(hould  be  the  leaft  report  of  any  mifunderftancjlin^ 
between  them ;  and  after  having,  by  chat  fincerity 
of  proceeding  with  the  King,  obviated  the  artifices 
of  her  enemies  (who  had  always  taken  advantage 
of  his  neceflities) ;  that  he  (hould  add  further,   that 
though  her  Majefty  knew,  that  the  taking  of  two 
fuch  important  places  by  the  enemy  in  his  abfencc 
had  wonderfully  railed  their  fpirits ;  yet  (he  hoped^ 
from  the  experience  of  the  King's  valour  and  pru- 
dence, that,  having  now  reduced  almoft  ^1  the  great 
men,  and  mofl:  of  the  ciries  of  his  kingdom,  to  lus 
obedience,   and  being  now    himfelf  prefent,  in  a 
condition  of  putting  his  provinces  in  order,    and 
aflfifting  his  afflidled  people,  he  would  have  the  means^ 
as  before,  of  fubfifting  for  fome  little  time,  if  not 
Co  recover,  at  Icaft  to  preferve  himfelf,  till  it  (hould 
appear  where,  and  in  what  manner,  this  now  pre* 
tended  glorious  invafion  (hould  be  attempted :  And» ' 
when  her  Majefty  (hould  difcover  more  clearly  the 
enemy's  defigns  (having  as  much  reafon  to  fufpeft 
their  attempts  in  winter  as  in  fummer,)  (he  would  be. 
ready  to  advi(e  with  the  King,  and  to  affift  him, 
as  far  as  the  (late  of  her  affairs  would  permit. 

That,  laftly,  whereas  the  King  had  intimated  to 
her  Majefty,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  depudes 
(hould  be  appointed  on  both  fides^  to  confer  to- 
gether conctt'ning  the  means  of  joining  their  forces,, 
in  order  to  oppo(e  the  common  enemy,    her  Ma^ 
jefty  could  not  but  take  this  in  very  good  part,  as 
coming  from  him,  with  whom  (he  was  united  in  the 
fame  fortune.    But  (ince,  for  the  prefent  (confider- 
ing  the  great  preparatives,    which    (he  had  been 
obliged  to  make  at  (ea,  to  match  thofe  of  her  ene- 
mies, and  how  much  the  war  in  Ireland  likewife  di(^ 
traded  her)  her  affairs  would  not  permit  her  to  en- 
gage further  in  the  war,  than  what  (he  had  already 
done  in  the  expedition  to  the  Indies^  but  forced  her 
to  keep  her  people  in  her  own  kin^om  foF  the  de- 
fence 
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Fence  of  it ;  for  this  rcafon  Ihe  defired  to  defer  this 
deputation  for  fomc  time,  rather  than  enter  jupon  fo 
open  a  treaty,  the  fuccefs  of  which  would  not  anfwer 
the  cxpcftation  of  the  world.     But  if  the  King  (hould 
have  any  difpofition  in  himfelf  at  any  time,  or  if  any 
overture  (hould  be  made  to  him  for  a  general  peace 
of  Cbrifiendom  \  her  Majefty,  being  joined  with  him 
and  her  other  confederates,  upon  equal  conditions, 
would  not  refufe  to  enter  into  any  honourable  treaty, 
or  good  confultation,  when  the  time  was  proper  for 
the  one,  or  the  other ;  having  regard  Ukewife  to  the 
reparation  of  paft  injuries,  where  honour  ihould  re- 
quire it :  And  in  fuch  cafe  her  Majefty  promifed  her- 
felf,  that  the  King  would  do  for  her  as  he  would  for 
himlelf,  from  whom  flie  would  never  feparate  herfelf 
in  any  manner  whatfoever.    Such  was  her  Majefty*s 
refolution ;  and  (he  hoped,  that  he  had  on  his  part 
the  fame  difpofition  towards  her  and  her  kingdom. 
And  as,  not  long  ago,  upon  the  alarm  of  the  ene- 
my's defign  to  befiege  fome  of  his  maridme  towns, 
DieppCj  Baukgne^  or  Calais^  her  Majefty  caufed  a 
confiderabie  number  of  her  forces  to  be  ready  to 
fuccour  them  immediately,  even  at  a  time,  when,  be- 
ing employed  in  fuppreffing  her  rebels  in  Ireland^ 
who  had  been  praftifed  upon  by  the  Spaniard^  fhc 
had  good  reafon  to  turn  her  attention  eWewhere  -,  and 
as  for  .that  purpofc  ftie  had  reinforced  her  fleet  at 
fca  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  notwithftanding  her 
other  preparations  for  the  Indies  -,  fo  he  might  affure 
himfelf,   that  if  it  fliould  happen,  that  the  enemy 
Ihould  attempt  any  place,    to  which  her  Majefty 
might  have  accefsby  fea,  he  fhould  receive  immediate 
affiftancefrom  her^and  neither  theexpence  nor  danger 
Ihould  divert  her  from  it.     And  though,  for  the 
reafons  above-mentioned,  her.  Majefty  deferred  fend- 
ing any  perfon  to  the  King  at  prefent,  in  order  to 
enter  into  a  public  treaty  •,  yet  Ihe  had  refolved  to 
fend  in  a  fliort  time  to  him  fome  perfon  of  quality, 
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and  good  experience,  to  communicate  amply  and 
freely  with  him  upon  all  things :  And  though  this 
would  'not  have  fuch  an  appearance  as  a  public  con- 
vention, yet  affairs  might  be  as  well  condufted  and 
determined  by  this  way^  as  by  the  other  of  greater 
cxpeftarioft. 

The  King,  upon  hearing  this  letter  read,  anfwer* 
cd,  (x)  **  That  he  was  not  able  alone  to  fuftain  the 
*'  burden  of  the  War,  for  fuch  reafons,  as  are  too 
^^  true,  and  too  well  known  to  all  men ;  and  that 
**  he  would  confult  with  the  Princes  and  Officers  of 
"  his  Crown,  what  he  was  to  refolve  on  ;  wherein 
**  if  neceflity  (hall  force  him  to  change  courfe,  as 
*'  the  fault  thereof  (hall  not  be  his,  fo  her  Maje(ly, 
^^  for  her  part,  inftead  of  excufes  and  ju(tificadons, 
**  (hall  only  have  caufe  afterwards  of  forrow. " 

Mr.  EdmondeSj  in  his  letter  to  the  Lord  Trctfurer 
from  La  Fere^  on  the  20th  of  December  i595>  in- 
forms his  LorcKhip,  that  the  King  of  France  denied 
the  article  publillied  in  the  Gazette  in  Italy ^  in  which 
it  was  affirmed,  that  he  had,  by  his  Embaflador  at 
Rome,  engaged  to  the  Pope  to  declare  him(eif  an  ene- 
my to  the  Queen.  To  this  letter  is  fubjoined  the 
following  remarkable  Poftfcript : 

*'  1  had  clofed  up  this  letter,  when  the  King  fcnt 
for  me,  and  acquainted  me  with  letters,  which 
*'  he  hath  frefhly  received  from  his  Embaflador  at 
"  Venicej  which  import,  that  there  is  lately  arrived 
*'  there  one,  that  affirmeth  to  be  di(patched  from 
**  the  ICing  of  Scots  to  the  Pope^  the  Venetians^  and 
*'  the  Duke  of  Florence^  who  addreflfed  himfclf  fe- 
**  cretly  to  him,  and,  faying  to  have  charge  to  re- 
•*  quire  the  affiftance  of  his  favour  in  his  negotiation, 
*'  declared  to  him,  on  the  faid  King's  behalf,  that,by 
rcafon  of  the  two  great  fadions  of  Englijh  and 
Spanijh^  which  reign  in  his  Realm,  and  fearing 
moft  her  Majefty's  (which  is  the  greater),  and  the 

(x)  Sir  7ho,  Edmn^ti'sU^.  State- Papers,  Vol.  I. 
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•*  great  hate  (he  beareth  him,  he  is  forced  to  the  ex- 
tremity, that  he  mud  needs  declare  himfelf  either 
with  or  againft  the  King  of  Spain :  That  the  iaid 
King  of  Spain  is  alio  as  fuipefted  to  him,  left,  if 
joining  with  him,  and  fervii^  himfelf  of  his  means 
*^  for  his  affiftance,  he  fhould  feek  footing  in  Scof'- 
•*  laTidj  to  facilitate  his  more  eafy  conquering  aftcr- 
*^  wards  of  England^  which  could  not  be  but  of 
^*  perilous  confequence  to  all  Cbriftendom :  and  to 
*^  declare  himfelf  againft  him,   that  he  durft  not, 
**  without  being  fuccoured  by  other  Princes  5  offer- 
^^  ing  in  fuch  regard  to  enter  into  common  league 
"  with  them,  either  againft  her  Majefly,  or  the  King 
*^  of  Spain^  and  to  make  himfelf  a  Catholic  \    but 
^'  pfayiiig,that  it  might  be  kept  fecret,until  theanfwer 
•*  received  of  the  faid  Princes  5  for  that  otherwife,  if 
"  it  ftiould  come  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majefty, 
**  or  the  King  of  Spain^  it  would  be  his  ruin.     He 
"  defired  him  therefore  to  addrefs  him  to  fuch  of 
*'  the  Sutes,  with  whom  he  might  deal  with  con- 
^'  fidence  in  that  matter,  which  he  faith  to  have  done, 
•*  and  to  have  direfted  him  to  certain  of  the  fecret 
"  Council,  who,  upon  the  hearing  of  his  propofi- 
"  tion,  demanded  of  him  for  his  letters  of  credit ; 
"  whereunto  he  made  them  anfwer,  that,  in  refpcdt 
"  of  being  a  matter  of  fo  great  peril  to  his  mafter,  he 
*'  durft  not  deliver  them,  unlefs  he  might  be  firft  aflii- 
"  red  that  they  would  entertain  the  faid  motion.  To 
"  the  which  the  Imd  Counfellors  replied,  that  they 
"  would  be  content  to  pleafure  the  f«d  King  for 
"  his  particular  in  what  they  might ;  but  that  they 
*'  dcfircd  to  maintain  their  antient  amides.    Where- 
"  upon,  feeing  no  hope  of  further  profiting,  he  de- 
"  parted  from  thence  to  Rome.     The  King  told  me, 
"  that  altho'  he  do  conceive  it  to  be  only  a  fubor- 
"  nadon  of  the  JefuitSj  yet,  notwithftanding  that, 
**  he  thought  it-  not  impertinent  to  acquaint  her 
"  Majefty  therewith  \  but  that  fhc  might  make  fuch 
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**  profit  thereof  as  it  merited,  and  he  not  fail  to  ac- 
*'  quit  himfelf  of  the  leaft  good  office  towards  her/* 

This  letter  will  give  fome  light  to  one  of  Cardi* 
nal  d*OJfat  to  Monfr.  de  Villeroyy  dated  from  Rome 
the  laft  oi  February  1595-6,  N.S.  from  which  it 
will  be  proper  to  infcrt  here  an  extradt,  the  length  of 
which  will  be  excufed  by  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  and  the  known  abilities  of  the  writer.  **  It  if 
**  true,  fays  be  (a)^  that  the  $cotfman^  whoin  you 
•*  mention,  is  come  hither,  and  has  treated  with  the 
*^  Pope  by  means  of  Cardinal  Aldobrandinu  J  can* 
^*  not  inform  you  exaftly  of  the  fubjcft  and  iffue 
*^  of  his  negotiation  •,  but  I  thbk  I  am  not  mifiaken 
^*  in  believing,  that  he  came  hither  with  a  view  to 
**  engage  the  Pope,  under  the  ufual  pretext  of  the 
**  Catholic  Religion,  to  favour,  by  his  authority  and 
**  affiftance,  fome  dcfign,  which  thofe,  who  have 
*'  fent  him,  have  in  thofe  countries.  Concerning 
*•  which  defign,  and  of  thofe,  who  have  lent  him, 
*'  two  opinions  have  come  into  my  mind,  founded 
upon  certain  conjeftures.  I  ihall  propofe  to  you 
here  thefe  two  opinions,  in  order  to  enable  you  to 
difcover  yourfclf  the  truth  of  the  affair,  by  the 
*'  knowledge,  which  you  have  otherwifc,  and  may 
*'  ftill  have  more  fully  hereafter,  of  the  Situation  of 
^'  things  in  Scotland.  The  firft  opinion  is,  that  the 
*'  King  of  Scotland  may  pollibly  have  fent  him,  or 
*'  rather  certain  Catholics  of  Scotland^  his  fervants, 
with  his  knowledge  and  confent  \  for  he  has  not 
brought  any  letters  from  the  King,  that  we  know 
^'  of.  And  if  it  was  the  King,  or  his  Catholic  fer-* 
<*  vants,  who  have  fenc  him,  it  is  probable,  that 
their  defign  was  of  this  kind  :  The  King  of  Scot-> 
land^  upon  the  pretentions,  which  he  has,  afpires 
?*  to  the  Crown  ot  England  after  the  death  of  the 

(a)  Lettres  dc  Csirdinal  d^Jflat,  L.  U.  p.  190,  &  fcq.    Edit. 
Pari»,  1627. 


cc 


cc 


yecn  •, 


cc 
cc 


«< 
cc 

i 

cc 


England,  France,  an  J  Bruffcls.        jp 

**  Queen  s  in  which  he  forefccs  on  the  one  hand, 
**  diat  the  Privy-Council,  and  other  Heretics  of 
'*  England,  may  oppofe  him,  for  fear  of  his  re- 
•*  venging  upon  them  the  death  of  the  late  Queen  his 
**  mother :  And,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  being 
^-  of  a  religion  contrary  to  the  Catholics,  the  Catho- 
*^  lies  will  not  trull  him ;  and  that  the  Pope,  in 
cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Queen  of  England, 
may  caft  a  gfeat  obftacle  in  his  way,  and  even 
*'  before  that  event  (hall  happen,  declare  him  ex* 
*'  communicate,  and  deprived,  both  of  his  own 
*'  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  right  of  fuccei^ 
ceflion  to  that  of  England ;  as  there  are  fome, 
who  affirm  they  know,  that  the  King  of  Spain 
(who,  befides  his  afpiring  to  the  monarchy  of 
Cbriftendom^  pretends  likewife  particularly  to  the 
kingdom  of  England,  in  virtue  of  a  certain  pre* 
**  tended  donation  made  to  him  by  Queen  Mary  his 
**  wife  a  little  before  her  death)  endeavoured  to  pro- 
^*  cure  fuch  a  declararion  againft  the  King  of  Scot- 
*'  land  m  the  time  of  Sixtus  V.  by  means  of  Car- 
*^  dinal  Alien,  and  an  Englijhman  nam'd  Hugh  Ven, 
^'  whom  the  laid  King  of  Spain  fent  then  to  Rome 
*^  exprefly  to  folicit  it ;  which  that  King  caufed  to 
"  be  done,  not  fo  much  with  a  view  to  exclude  the 
King  of  Scotland  from  the  Kingdom  of  England, 
as  to  have  a  pretence  of  invading  Scotland  itfelf 
**  in  the  mean  rime,  by  which  way  the  Spaniards 
^^  thought  it  neceflary  to  attack  England,  which 
**  could  not  otherwiie  be  fo  eaBly  entered  by  an  ar- 
**  my.  It  may  be  therefore,  that  the  King  of  Scot- 
**  land,  having  theie  appreheniions,  as,  it  is  laid,  he 
'^  is  extremely  fearful,  may  have  begun  already  to 
^*  endeavour  to  procure  the  favour  of  the  Catholics, 
^^  by  means  of  whom  he  hopes  to  be  allifled,  and 
^^  advanced  to  the  Crown  of  England,  rather  than 
"  by  the  Heretics  -,  and  have  let  the  Pope  know, 
'*  that  he  is  willing  to  become  a  Catholic,  and  is  fo 
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**  already  in  his  heart ;  and  defires,  at  a  proper  time^ 
**  to  reftore  the  Catholic  religion,  not  only  in  Scot* 
**  landj  but  likewife  in  England ;  and  begs  his  Ho- 
*'  linefs  to  afford  him  his  good  advice  and  counfel 
«*  upon  that  fubjeft ;  and  may  have  ufed  fuch  other 
•*  reprefentations,  as  may  be  ferviceable  to  his  defign, 
**  and  to  his  hopes  of  preventing,  by  that  means, 
any  thing,  which  the  Pope  may  determine  or  do 
againft  him  ;  and  even  procuring  his  Holinefe  to 
•*  be  favourable  to  him.     This  Scot/man  therefore 
**  may  adtpally  have  been  fent  by  that  King,  or  his 
*'  fervants,  for  this  purpofe  t    and  this  is  the  firft  of 
**  our  two  opinions.    The  fecond  is,  that  this  ScotJ^ 
**  man  is  not  fent  by  that  King,  or  his  fervants,  tho* 
•*  he  has  afBrmed  it  where  he  thought  he  fliould  be 
*'  better  received  on  that  account ;    but  by  fome 
*'  Catholic  Noblemen  of  that  Scotland,  who  are  dis- 
contented with  the  King,  and,  under  pretence  of 
promoting  the  Catholic  religion,  are  defirous  of 
taking  their  revenge  of  him,  and  of  thofe  who  are 
neareft  him,  at  the  expence  of  the  Pope,  and  of 
the  Holy  See,  and  even  of  the  Religion  itfelf, 
which  they  affume  the  pretence  of.     Thefe  Ca- 
**  tholic  Noblemen,  befides  the  Earl  of  Bothwell^ 
**  may  be  the  Earls  of  Angus,  A^bole,  and  Huntley^ 
**  who  were  condemned  by  the  States  of  Scotland 
**  for  having  confpired  againft  the  Crown,and  carried 
**  on  a  correfpondence  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
**  afterwards  appeared  publicly  in  arms  againft  their 
•*  King.  We  have  fome  conjefture,  that  this  Scoff-- 
*•  man  here  defires  the  Pope  to  iflue  out  a  Moni- 
•*  tory,  injoining  the  King  of  Scotland  to  permit  to 
**  the  Catholics  the  free  exercife  of  the  Catholic  re- 
*•  ligion,  in  the  lame  manner  as  the  Heretics  enjoy 
^^  theirs ;  and  threatening,  in  cafe  he  does  nqt  gran(: 
this,   to  excommunicate  him,  and  to  give  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland  to  the  firft,  who  (hall  leize 
^*  it,  and  to  deprive  that  King  of  all  right  of  fuccef- 
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**  lion  to  the  Crown  of  England.    And  becaufe  the 
•*  event  of  luch  cenfures  has  been  very  unfortunate 
*'  with  rcfpeft  to  the  affairs  of  France^  and  the  Pope 
**  has  no  inclination  to  things  hazardous  and  dan- 
*^  gerous,  the  faid  Scot/man  gives  him  to  underftand, 
^^  that  the  King  of  Scotland  not  only  will  not  be  of- 
^  fended  with  fuch  a  Monitory,  but  will  even  be 
*'  glad  of  it,  as  having  already  himielf  a  defire  of 
**  reftore  the  Catholic  religion  in  his  Kingdom,  and 
^^  ^ving  this  pledge  of  his  good  difpofition  towards 
^'  his  HoUneis,  and  this  latisfadion  to  the  Catholics, 
not  only  of  Scotlandy  but  likewife  of  England^ 
who  are  fakl  to  be  very  numerous  both  without 
and  within  that  Kingdom,  and  of  whom  he  hopes 
^^  to  receive  one  day  favour  and  afliftance.    Befides, 
^'  the  King  of  Scotland  is  deiirous  of  making  ufe  of 
'^  fuch  a  Monitory  and  Comminadon,  as  an  excufe 
with  refpeft  to  the  Heretics,  to  whom  he  may  al- 
lege, that  he  is  obliged  to  allow  the  Catholics 
**  the  free  cxercife  of  their  religion,  for  fear  the  Pope 
^^  Ihould  fulminate  •againft  him  an  excommunica- 
tion, with  a  deprivation  of  his  Kingdom,  and  of 
his  right  to  that  of  England.     We  are  likewife 
told,  that  this  Scot/man^  after  having  treated  here, 
**  is  gone  to  Naples  5   which  fhews,  that  though  he 
'^  jQiould  be  gone  thither  only  to  fee  that  city  and 
**  country,  yet  in  fo  fufpicious  a  time,  in  which  a 
ftranger   has  reafon   to  apprehend  every  thing, 
he  is  not  at  all  in  fear  of  the  Spaniards j   by  whole 
^<  inftigadon  all  this  may  be  done,  that  they  may 
^'  have  a  colour  for  invading  Scotland^  in  order  to 
**  open  a  way  for  themfelves  to  the  conqueft  of 
'^  England^  and  by  this  means  attack  the  Kingdom 
•*  of  France  on  all  fides.    Add  to  this,  that  there 
"  has  been  here,  for  fome  time  paft,  a  Scots  Jefuit, 
^*  named  Father  Gordon^  who  is  uncle  to  the  Earl  of 
'*  Huntltf  above-mentioned,   and  was  in  Scotland 
^  vith  that  £vl  the  laft  time  he  took  up  arms  againft 
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•*  the  King  two  years  ago,  and  fpcnt  there  for  him  ten 
*'  thoufand  crowns,  which  the  Pope  fcnt  to  him  from 
•*  the  Z^w  Countries  by  the  Sieur  de  Malvaifie^  his 
Commiflary  and  Nuncio  at  Brujfehy  whom  we 
know  odierwife  to  have  held  a  great  correfpondencc 
**  with  the  above-mentioned  Earls,  and  the  faid  Fa- 
**  ther  Gordon  the  Jefuit:  So  that  the  fendii^ 
•*  of  this  Scotfman  msLy  be  a  confequencc  of  the 
**  fchemes  carried  on  between  them  at  that  time  at 
•*  Brujfeh  among  the  Spaniards^  and  yet  in  Ibmc 
meafure  difguifed,  according  to  the  change  in  the 
lituation  of  things  (inoet  and  the  difpofidon  of  the 
Pope.  In  fine,  of  thde  two  opinions  I  incline 
•*  moft  to  the  latter ;  but  refer  myfelf  to  what 
**  you  (hall  judge  upon  much  better  grounds  from 
^*  the  knowledge,  which  you  have  of  the  courfe  of 
things  in  Scotland.  Much  may  be  iaid  for  either 
of  them :  and  to  both  the  parties  the  contrary  c^ 
what  they  feek  'may  fall  our,  as  has  happened  in 
•*  France.  However,  upon  occafion  of  the  fuccef- 
**  fion  to  the  Crown  of  Englandy  I  fliall  remind  you 
**  of  a  point,  which  you  know  much  better,  and 
*^  which  notwichftanding  I  cannot  omit.  It  is  this» 
that  as  it  would  be  extremely  unfeafonable  for  us^ 
in  our  preient  fituarion,  if  the  Queen  of  Enghnd 
fhould  happen  to  die,  and  the  King  be  over* 
•*  burdened  with  new  affairs,  which  he  could  not 
**  conveniently  either  attend  or  omit ;  fo  it  would  not 
•*  be  a  thing  to  be  wiflicd,  for  the  fake  of  the  rc- 
•*  pofe  and  grandeur  of  France^  that  the  Kingdoms 
**  of  England  and  Scotland  Ihould  be  united  in  the 
**  perfon  of  one  and  the  fame  King,  fince  the 
**  Kings  of  England  alone  have,  in  paft  times,  dif. 
**  turbed  France  more  fcverely,  and  for  a  longer 
^^  fyaict^  than  all  the  other  foreign  Kings  together. 
•*  And  it  would  be  much  lefs  for  the  intereft  of 
*^  France^  that  this  conjun^ion  and  union  of  thefe 
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^  •'  the  prefent  King  of  Scotland ;  as,  on  the  one 
•*  hand,  he  is  allied  to  one  of  the  grcateft  Kings  of 
**  the  North,  and,  on  the  other,  is  fo  nearly  related 
"  to  the  houfe  of  Lcrrain^  which  has  occafioned  fo 
*^  much  trouble  to  our  King^,  and  the  whole  Royal 
"  Family,  and  many  evils  and  miferies  to  France  ; 
^  and  has  not  yet  abfolutely  ceafed  to  do  fo,  but  (till 
**  continues  {o  formidable  in  the  Kingdom/' 

What  was  the  iJSue  of  the  negotiation  of  this  flip* 
poTed  agent  of  the  King  of  Scofs^  does  not  appear ; 
but  we  find  in  Sir  Ralph  fFinwood^s  Memorials  *, 
a  remarkable  paper  in  Spanijby  intitled,  Suma  de  los 
MemorialeSj  &c.  i.  c.  A  Summary  of  the  Memorials^ 
wbieb  John  Ogleby,  a  Scots  Barony  Envoy  from  the 
King  of  Scotland  to  his  Catholic  Majefty^  for  pro- 
motifig  a  League  between  the  two  Kings ^  and  of  what 
John  Cecil,  tfn  Englifh  pri^,  on  behalf  of  the  Earls^ 
and  other  Catholic  Lords  of  Scotland,  preferred  in 
oppqfition  to  the  fame^  at  the  City  of  Toledo,  in  the 
months  of  Msj  and  June  1596. 

Ogleby,  in  Miy  that  year,  arrived  in  Spain  from 
RomCj  declaring,  that  he  was  fent  by  the  King  of 
Scotland,  with  a  commiflion  to  treat  of  friendship, 
a  league,  and  confederacy  between  that  King  and 
the  King  of  Spain ;  and  that  the  King  of  Scotland 
would  become  a  Catholic,  and  enter  into  a  confede- 
racy with  the  Pope  and  his  Catholic  Majefty  ag^nfl: 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  he  produced  letters  of  truft 
and  credence  of  the  King  of  Scotland^  with  the 
reasons,  which  induced  that  King  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  See  of  Romc^  and  to  enter  into  a  confederacy 
widi  Spain^  This  negotiation  is  mentioned  in  a  let- 
ter of  Sir  Henry  Neville^  Embaflador  in  France^  to 
Secretary  Cecily  dated  at  Faris  27  June  1599  t- 
and  the  fame  Gentleman,  in  a  letter  of  the  26th  of 
May  the  fame  year  § »  obferves,  that  he  had  been 

•  VoL  !•  p.  ij  &  feq.  +  Ibid.  p.  52.        §  Ibid.  p.  37. 
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informed  by  the  Lord  IFeemes^  that  the  Lord  Hume 
was  juft  come  to  Paris^  in  his  way  to  Rame^  employed 
to  the  Pope  from  the  King  of  Scots  5  of  whom^  adds 
Sir  Henry ^  be  alfo  delivered  me  very  many  fufpicions  ; 
as  if  be  declined  altogetber  in  religion^  and  began  to  en^ 
tertain  Jlrait  intelligence  with  tbe  Popijb  Jide  and 
Princes. 

Queen  Elizabeth  was  now  refolved  to  fend  Sir 
Henry  Unton  EmbafTador  to  the  King  of  France^  in 
order  to  divert  him  from  making  peace  with  Spain^ 
which  by  his  own  anfwer,  and  Mr.  Edmondes^s  let^ 
ters,  and  by  other  conje^ures,  it  appeared  he  was 
likely  to  do,  the  Pope  endeavouring  with  great  ear* 
neftnefs  to  engage  him  to  it ;  and  almoft  all  ^^  his 
Council  difcovering,  fays,  Mr.  Lake  (h)^  no 
good  conceit  of  our  amity.  I  know  not  yet 
what  will  be  the  fuccefs  of  his  journey,  nor  what 
<*  we  ihall  ofFer  him,  fufficient  to  divert  him  from 
*^  any  other  way,  whereby  he  may  come  to  the  quiet 
**  poffeffion  of  his  kingdom.  The  cunning  of  Prinr 
**  CCS  is  great,  and  cannot  be  difccrned  by  every 
**  countenance  :  But,  if  he  be  indeed  in  hope  of  a 
^*  peace  upon  any  reafbnable  condition,  I  do  not 
<*  fee  what  we  are  able  to  offer  and  perform,  that 
•*  may  encourage  him  to  continue  the  war." 

The  Lord  Treafurer  fent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Edmondes 
by  Sir  Henry  Unton^  dated  from  Richmond^  Decern-- 
her  23d,  1595  (^),  in  which  he  informed  him, 
**  how  well  her  Majefly  had  allowed  of  his  fervice : 
**  and  I  doubt  not,  adds  be^  but  when  her  pleafurc 
**  fhall  be  to  revoke  you,  and  to  appoint  you  to  re- 
**  turn  home,  (he  will  have  a  princely  regard  and 
"  confideration  thereof." 

{h)  Letter  to  Sir  Robert  Sydmy  from  Ricbmottdy  December  13. 
1595.  Letters  of  the  Sydnry  fisunily.  Vol.  L  p.  378.  (c)  Sir 
^bo.  Edmondei^  MS.  Sutc-Fapcrs,  Vol.  I. 
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Sr  Henry  Unton  went  immediately  upon  his  Em- 
hifff  to  Francty  where  he  continued  in  that  employ- 
ment until  the  day  of  his  death,  which  happened  in 
the  French  King's  camp  before  La  Fere^  on  the 
agd  of  March  1595-6  {d).  He  was  fon  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward  Union  J  of  ^adley  in  the  county  of  Oxford 
Knight  of  the  Bathj  by  jinne^  daughter  of  Edward 
Seymour  Duke  of  Somerfet^  and  Protestor  of  England 
{i).  He  had  been  EmbaflradcM"  in  France  before  in 
the  year  1 59 1 ;  and  left  an  account  of  his  Embafly 
isomjuly  13th  that  year  to  June  12th  1592,  which 
is  extant  in  manufcript  in  the  Bodleian  library. 

Mr.  EdmondeSj  on  the  1 7th  of  May  1 596,  had  a 
girant  of  the  office  of  Secretary  to  her  Majefty  for 
the  French  tongue,  in  coniideration  of  the  faithful 
and  acceptable  fervice  heretofore  done  by  him  *.    But 
there  are  no  letters  of  him  during  the  courfe  of  that 
year,  in  which  Cardinal  Albert  of  Auftria^  who  had 
fucceeded  his  brother  Emeft  in  the  government  of 
the  how  Countries^  having  thrown  fupplies  into  La 
Fere^  which  was  befieged  by  the  French  King,   and 
having  inve&td  Calais^  that  King  fent  Nicolas  de 
Harlay  Baron  de  Sancy  into  England^  to  demand  (be- 
cours.     The  Duke  de  Bouillon  foon  followed  him, 
and  {o  prefled  the  Queen,  that  (he  ordered  eight 
thoufand  men  to  be  ready  under  the  command  of 
the  Earl  of  EJfex.  But  fhe  required,  in  cafe  the  fiegc 
of  Calais  was  raifed  by  the  Engli/h,  that  the  town 
Ihould  be  delivered  to  them,  fmce  it  was  in  effeft 
loft  to  France.     The  Duke  and  Monfr.  de  Sancy 
waved  this  demand,  by  faying,  they  had  no  inftruc-  - 
tions  upon   that  fubjedl ;  and,  under  pretence,  that 
the  relief  of  that  place  was  too  preffing  to  allow  rime 
to  difculs  that  propofal,  they  fo  managed,  that  the 
Queen  gave  orders  for  the  imbarkation  of  the  troops. 

[i\  Wood^  Athen.  Oxon.  Vol  I.  col.  283.  2d  Edit.      (/)  Col 
iiiu\  Peerage  of  EngUnd^  Vol.  I.  p.  44.  2d  Edit. 
*^   Rymer,  Vol.  xvi.  p,  290. 
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But  at  the  fame  time  news  came,  that  Calais  twras 
taken  on  the  24th  of  April  1596,  N.  S.  after  a  re- 
fiftance  of  but  12  days.  The  Archduke  then  made 
himfelf  matter  of  Ardres  with  the  fame  cafe ;  which 
was  the  fixth  place  taken  from  France  by  the  Spa^^ 
mards  within  a  year.  The  fuccours  defigned  by 
Queen  Elizabeib  for  Calais  not  having  been  ready  in 
time,  the  new-levied  troops  were  difmifled  •,  but  her 
Majefly  lent  money  to  the  French  King  on  the  fecu* 
rity  of  his  two  Embaffadors  (f). 

In  the  mean  time  her  Majefty  being  informed, 
that  the  King  of  Spain  was  preparing  to  invade 
England  and  Ireland^  refolved  to  prevent  him ;  and 
for  that  purpofe  fent  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fail,  with  two-and-twenty  Dutch  fhips,  and  feven 
thoufand  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  the  Lord 
Howard  as  Admiral,  and  the  Earl  of  Effex  as  Ge« 
neral,  againfl:  CadiZj  which  they  took  on  the  21ft  of 
June  1596,  and  burnt  the  Spanijb  fleet  there  (g). 
The  King  of  Spain^  in  revenge  for  this  lo(s  and 
difgrace,  prepared  a  fleet  to  atwck  England  and  Ire^- 
land  \  but,  meeting  with  florms,  great  part  of  the 
Ihips  perilhed,  and  the  defign  was  defeated  (h). 

However,  the  Queen  thought  proper  to  fortify 
all  the  fea-coafts,  by  repairing  the  caftles  there,  and 
entered  into  a  new  treaty  ofFenfive  and  defenfive 
with  the  French  King,  which  was  negotiated  with 
her  by  the  Duke  de  Bouillon  and  Monfr.  de  Harlay 
Sancy.  The  principal  articles  of  this  Treaty  were, 
that  the  Queen  (hould  fumilh  4000  men  for  the  de- 
fence of  Picardy  and  Normandy  -,  that  the  French 
King,  in  cafe  the  Queen  was  invaded,  fhould  find  the 
like  number  for  the  defence  of  England^  not  to  ferve 
above  fifty  miles  from  the  fea  ;  that  neither  of  the 

(f)  Camden,  p.  666.  Thuanus,  L.  cxvi.  Davila,  L.  xv.  Sc 
Mctercn,  L.  xviii.  &  Marfolier  Kiftoirc  de  Due  de  Bouinon, 
L.  iv,  V,         (g)  Camden,  p.  666-674.  {J?)  Id.  p.  6y6^ 
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two  Crowns  fhould  make  a  peace  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  other.     By  a  fecret  artide  it  was  agreed, 
tbat  the  Queen  ihould  this  year  furni(h  no  more 
dian  two  thoufand  men.     The  Queen  fwore  to  this 
treaty  in  the  chapel  at  Greenwich  on  the  29th  of 
jkguji ;  and  in  September  Gilbert  Earl  o^ Shrew/bury 
was  fent  Embaflador  to  France^    to  fee  the  King 
fwear  to  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  prefent  Sir  An^ 
Ufipf  Mldmay  to  be  the  Queen's  EmbaiTador,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  Henry  Unton^  deceaied,  and  to  inveft 
that  King  with  the  Order  of  the  Garter  (i).    Soon 
after  which  Sir  Tbo.  BaJkerviUe^  with  two  thouiand 
foot,  was  fent  over  to  Picardy^  agreeably  to  the  late 
treaty. 

Not  long  after  Sir  Ant  airy  Mildmaf^  arrival  in 
France^  Mr.  Edmcndes  returned  to  England^  as  ap- 
pears from  a  letter  of  his  to  Sir  Robert  Sydney^  dated 
diLondon^  December  3d,    1596  (^),    in  which  he 
^vcs  the  following  account  of  the  pofture  of  jfFairs 
in  France^  which  he  had  then  juft  left:  "  The  King 
"  being  out  of  aAion,  thofe  parts  do  now  afford 
**  little  matter  of  news.     He  is  yet  occupied  in 
holding  the  affembly,  which  he  hath  called,  of  cer- 
tain Dcpuries  out  of  every  Province,  in  the  na- 
**  ture  of  States  General,  wherein  we  cannot  hear, 
**  that  any  thing  is  yet  pafled,   but  only  of  the 
*'  fpcech,  which  the  King  made  at  the  beginning  of 
*'  Ac  lame ;  whereof  your  Lordfliip  Ihall  receive  a 
"  copy.     I  underftood  at  my  being  there,  that  the 
**  things  likely  to  be  handled  therein  were  the  dif- 
*'  charging   the    greateft  part    of  the    Treafurers 
"  throughout  the  Provinces ;  by  the  which  it  is  pre- 
"  tended  the  King  fhall  fave  above  two  hundred 
"  thoufand  Crowns  in  their  wages,   befides  the  ex- 
'*  adions,  which  they  did  otherwife  commit :    to 
"  take  fome  order  alfo  for  the  relief  of  the  common 

(j)  Camden,  p,  677,  678.         (k)  Letters  of  the  Sidney  family. 

Vol  11.   p.  KO, 

*'country- 


cc 

cc 


cc 

C€ 
C€ 


CC 

I 


48      View  of  ibe  Negotiations  between 

**  country-people :  to  procure  the  impoficions  cftd- 
bliflied  lately  at  Paris^  and  in  other  places,  to 
be  received  generally  into  all  the  towns ;  which 
they  have  ever  hitherto  withftood  :  and,  laftly, 
to  procure  fome  Church-land  to  be  ibid,  with 
"  the  allowance  of  the  Pope. 

They  have  already  proceeded  to  the  fuipending 
«*  of  the  Treafurers,  until  they  take  further  order  to 
*'  difcharge  them.    Your  Lordfhip  feeth  how  nearly 
**  their  necefllty  doth  prefi  them,  which  maketh 
**  them  to  have  recourfe  to  all  inventions  of  relief; 
*•  and  if  they  would  as  well  refolve  to  well  govern 
*«  their  means,  they  might  yet  do  miracles  out  of  their 
**  happy  ability.     But  I  aflure  your  Lordihip,  they 
**  continue  in  fo  great  dilbrder  and  confufion,  by 
*'  reafon  of  the  King^s  loofe  livings  and  not  caring 
**  for  the  main  chance,  as  there  is  little  hope  to  be 
"  conceived,  that  things  will  receive  a  better  refor- 
"  mation  with  them.     The  King  was  never  a  more 
"  fuperftitious  fervant  to  his  miftrefs,    and  doth 
*'  wholly  employ  his  fpirits  in  that  affeftion,     Ma- 
**  dam,  on  the  other  fide,  is  no  lefs  difcontented  to 
*'  be  fo  much  neglefted,  and  expofed  to  poverty ; 
**  wherein  indeed  her  ftate  deferveth  pity :  only  flic 
*'  receiveth  one  contentment,  that  flie  will  not  now 
*'  be  further  preffed  in  matter  of  love  by  the  Duke 
**  of  Montpenfier^  for  that  he  is  contrafted  to  the 
«'  Dukt  de  Joyeufe*s  daughtcTj  the  which  marriage 
"  the  King  did  the  more  willingly  fet  forward,  to 
**  hinder  the  fuit  made  unto  her  by  Monfr.  deFaude- 
*'  m(mfj  the  Duke  of  Lorrain's  fecond  ion.     She 
••  is  a  very /great  fortune.     Monfr.  Chombel  hath    - 
*•  been  fent  to  treat  with   the  Duke  Mercoeur ;    J 
*'  but,  as  we  hear,  he  ilandeth  upon  fo  high  terms,      ' 
*«  as  there  is  little  hope   of  according  with  him ; 
*<  being  unwilling  to  quit  fo  great  a  benefit  as  he 
««  enjoyethby  the^  Truce,  until  he  iee  the  King  to 
"  have  better  means  to  force  him.     Thoie  of  the 
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•  *^  religion  have  returned  their  deputies  ro  the  Court, 
**  and,   as  the  King  required,  do  now  hold  their 
**  aflembly  at  Vendofme^  to  be  nearer  to  receive  their 
**  anfwers.     Monfr.  de  Reaulx  is  departed,  with  her 
'^  Majefty's  leave,  to  difpatch  his  private  bufinefs  in 
"  France ;  but  yet  is  wind-bound  at  Dover.     The* 
^^  at  the  beginning  his  appearance  did  not  like  us^ 
"  yet  fincc  his  proceedings  have  greatly  pleafed  her 
"  Majcfty  and  the  Council.  He  hath  a  defire  to  re- 
^^  turn,  if  the  King  do  enable  him  in  means ;  but 
'*  otherwifc,  he  doth  greatly  apprehend  the  charge.'* 
Mr.  Edmandes  went, back  to  France^  where  he 
was  in  Jpril  15979  as  appears  by  a  letter  of  Row 
land  Wbyte^  Efq;  to  Sir  Robert  Sidney^  dated  from 
thft  S/rtf»^,  in  London^  on  the  1 3  th  of  chat  month  (/), 
in  which  he  mentions,  that  the  matters  of  France 
were  at  a  paufe^    till  Mr.  Edmondes V  return  to 
England,  where  we  find  him  the  beginning  of  M^ 
following  {m) ;  and  that  he  reported,  that  the  French 
King  was  refolute,  that  either  her  Majefty  muft  aid 
him  with  the  four  thoufand  men,  according  to  the 
contradt,  or  recall  thofc,  who  were  in  France  {m). 
And  indeed  that  King's  aSoirs  were  then  in  a  very 
bad  pofture  5  for  though  Prince  Maurice  of  Najfan 
had  gained  a  battle  againft  the  Spaniards  at  ^uern- 
houtj  on  the  24th  of  January^  1596-7*  N.  S.  (n)  \ 
yet,  on  the  other  hand,  Hernando  belles  For  to  car- 
mo^  governor  of  Dourlens^  on  the  i  ith  of  Marcb^ 
N.  S.  following,  furprized  Amiens  (0).     This  acci- 
dent difturbed  the.fecret  negotiations  of  peace,  which, 
by  the  mediation  of  the  Pope,  were  on  foot  between 
Hemj  IV.    and  Philip  II.  and  the  treaty  was-  now 
pretty  far  advanced  without  Queen  Elizabeth*^  know- 
ing any  thing  of  it,   notwithftanding  the  French 

(l\  Ibid.  p.  38.  (m)  Mr.  Whyti%  letter  the  4th  0^  May^ 

1597.  Ibid.  p.  50.  (n)   Meteren,  Hiftoire  des  Pays  Ba;^ 

L.ZUC.  fol.  399<  (0)  Id.  fol.  399,  400* 
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King's  late  treaty  with  her,  of  which  the  principal 
article  was,  that  no  peace  fliould  be  made  without 
mutual  conient. 

Philip  II.  relying  on  a  feparate  peace  with  Ftmue^ 
had  reiblved  on  an  iavafion  of  Ireland  \  and  prepared 
a  fleet  to  execute  it  \  of  which  the  Queen  having 
early  notice,  determined  to  prevent  him,  by  fending 
againfl:  Spain  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  Ships,, 
with  fix  thoufand  land-forces,  under  the  command  of 
the  Earl  of  Effeti^  in  Conjunction  with  the  Lord 
Thomas  Howard^  Sir  Walter  Rdegh^  Charlis  BlMnty 
Lord  Mtmtjoy^  Sir  Francis  Vere^  Sir  Gecrge  Carew^ 
apd  Sir  Chriftopber  Blount :  But  ccmtrary  winds, 
ftorms,  and  a  quarrel  between  the  Earl  of  EJjfex  and 
Sir  Waller  Ralegh^  'defeated  the  defign  ei  deftroy- 
ing  the  armament  preparing  at  the  Groynij  and  wait^ 
ing  at  the  Azores  for  the  Spanijh  fleet  returning  from 
the  Indies ;  and  the  Englijb  fleet  came  back  without 
having  performed  any  confiderable  adtion,  or  meet^ 
ing  with  that  rf  Spain^  which  failed  from  Ferrol  to 
make  a  deicent  in  Comwal  (p). 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  King,  being  greatly 
perplexed  with  the  lofi  of  AmienSy  which  would  en- 
able the  Spaniards  to  make  excurfions  to  the  walls  of 
Parisy  refolved  to  recover  that  city,  if  pofllble,  and 
formed  a  defign  to  furprize  it  on  the  26th  of  March 
1596-7,  N.  S.  but,  failing  of  fuccefs,  laid  fiege  to 
it  (ii)y  and  fummoned  Queen  Elizabeth  to  fend  him 
four  thoufand  men,  according  to  treaty  (r),  Mr. 
Edmondes  returned  to  France  about  the  firft  or  fecond 
week  in  May  1597,  upon  this  fubjeftf^^,  and  came 
back  to  London  about  the  end  of  that  month,  with 
an  account,  that  the  French  King  could  not  give  Bou^ 
hgne  for  a  caution  ;  but  defired  to  have  four  thou* 

(p)  Camden,  p.  683— 69 T.  (q)  Meteren,  £61.400. 

(r)  Camden,  p.  697.  (s)  Letters  oi  Revo  land  Why  te 9  Efq; 

Mi^y  14,  1597.    Letters  of  the  Sidney  i2^\\y^  Vol  IL  p.  52. 
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ftnd  men,  or  that  the  EngUJh  troops  already  in  France 
qight  be  recalled :  for  which  purpofe  he  ient  Monfr. 
Reaubc  to  the  Queen,  who  had  his  audience  of  her 
Majefty  on  the  3d  of  June  (t).    The  Queen  de- 
cbred  her  readinefi  to  fend  over  the  forces  demand* 
ed,  on  condition  the  King  would  pay  them;  becaulc 
the  expences  in  equipping  a  fleet,  and  maintaining 
m  army  in  Ireland^  had  exhaufted  her  exchequer. 
The  King,  on  the  other  hand,  profefled,   that  he 
was  incapabk  of  paying  the  troops }  and,  to  induce 
her  Majefty  to  gratify  him,    acquainted  her  by 
Monfr.  Riouix^  that  a  very  advantageous  peace  had 
been  oflPered  him  by  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  with  tho 
abfoluoe  reftitution  of  all  places  in  France^  excepung 
Calais  and  Ardres^  if  he  would  abandon  England ; 
wad  that  the  people  of  France  were  grcjttly  zealous 
for  a  peace.  The  Queen  anfwered  him  by  Sir  Anthony 
MiUmrf  her  Embailador,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
Opennefs,  and  fincericy,  and  could  not  bear  the  preva- 
rication and  levity  of  the  French  King's  Council;  that 
fhe  could  not  believe,  that  fo  great  a  Prince,  fo  near* 
Jy  allied  to  her,  and  fo  highly  obliged  to  her,  would, 
on  any  pretence  whatfoevcr,  recede  from  a  treaty  fo 
ibiemnly  made,  becaufe  fhe  could  not  fatisfy  him  in 
all  points,  on  account  of  the  vaft  difficulties,  under 
which  England  laboured .     But  it  being  apprehended 
byfome,  that  the  King  of  iS/)tfiVs  view  was,  by  break- 
ing oflF  the  alliance  between  the  Queen  and  Henry  IV. 
to  adack  England  with  the  greater  facility  from  Ca^ 
lais^  her  Majefty  thought  proper  to  fend  the  troops, 
.and  pay  them,  on  condition  that  the  French  King 
Would  carry  on  the  war  cither  in  Picardy  or  Bretagne^ 
in  order  to  remove  the  enemy  to  a  greater  diftance, 
and  join  more  forced,  and  affign  a  place  for  retreat 
for  the  Englijh  \  without  which  her  Majefty,  out  of 
tcndcrncls  to  her  lubjcas,  could  not  cxpofe  them  to 

{/)  Ibid.  p.  55.  ' 
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flaughtcr  for  the  intereft  of  France.  However,  flie 
lent  the  King  a  confiderable  fum  of  money ;  for  fe« 
curity  of  which,  and  the  other  moneys  due  to  her^ 
he  oflfered  her  Calais j  provided  (he  would  recover  it 
withm  a  ftated  time,  at  her  own  expence,  and  by 
her  own  forces.  But,  while  thefe  points  were  con* 
tefted,  Amiens^  after  an  obftinate  fiege,  furrendered 
itfelf  to  the  French  King  (v),  on  the  24th  of  Septen^ 
ierisgy^  N.  S.  (w). 

The  furrender  of  Amiens  renewed  the  n^otia- 
.tions  between  France  and  Spain ;  for  Philip  11.  be- 
ing now  difpofed  to  peace  by  his  advanced  age,  and 
the  neceflfity  of  his  affairs,  and  finding  himielf  un* 
equal  to  the  war  againft  England^  France^  and  the 
Low  Countries^  was  willing  to  agree  with  Henry  IV. 
that  he  might  not  leave  his  Son  engaged  with  too 
many  potent  enemies  (x).  Accordingly  there 
was  an  interview  upon  the  confines  of  Picardy  and 
Artois  between  Secretary  Villeroy  on  the  part  of 
the  King  of  France^  and  the  Prefident  Richardot  for 
the  Archduke  Albert^  who  determined  upon  Vervins^ 
upon  the  fame  confines,  as  the  place  for  negotiating 
the  peace  (y). 

Mr.  Edmondes  was,^  in  October  this  year,  fent 
^gain  agent  for  her  Majefty  to  the  King  of  France  \ 
and,  on  the  26th  of  that  month.  Sir  Robert  Cecily 
Secretary  of  State,  wrote  to  him  the  following  letter, 
dated  at  Whitehall  {%) :  •'  Until  this  very  day  we 
*'  have  not  beard  one  word  of  you  fince  your  de- 
**  parture ;  which  kept  us^in  doubtfulnefs  of  your 
**  fafety,  till,  by  your  letter  bearing  date  the  19th  of 
*'  this  month,  her  Majefly  received  full  and  ample 
*•  fatisfaftion  for  as  much  as  concerned  your  own 

{v)  Camden,  p.  697,  698.  (w)  Meteren,  fol.  400.  verf. 

{x)  Camden,  p.  698,  (yj  Davila»  L.  xv.  &  Thuaniis, 

L.  cxviii.  §  15.  p.  686.  {z)  Sir  fbomas  EdmonJa\  MS. 

State-Papers,  Voh  2.  p.  29. 
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**  proceedings:  only  that,  which  you  wrote  con- 
^*  ceniing  the  |pce  or  peace,  did  not  fo  clearly  make 
^'  mendon  of  the  particular  point,  whether  her  Ma- 
•*  jcfty  ihould  be,  by  the  agreement  between  them^ 
**  comprehended  in  the  lame,  or  not,  as  by  a  letter 
•'  from  Monfri  ViUeroy  it  appeareth,    wherein  he 
•*  wrote  to  Mr.  Fontaine  with  thefe  words :  Tou  may 
^  let  tbe  ^ueen  know  (for  I  fpeak  it  not  by  bear  fay) 
**  tba$  her  Majefiy  is  comprehended^  by  the  affent  of 
"  the  Spaniard,  into  the  treaty.     And  therefore  you 
**  will  do  well  in  your  next  to  write  what  you  hear ; 
'*  although  I  doubt  not,  before  the  arrival  of  this, 
***but  we  ihali  hear  more  by  the  pcrfon,  that  the 
^^  King  fends  hither.     The  prefent  occafion  of  this 
**  difpatch  is  (hortly  this.     This  very  day  advertifc- 
^  flient  is  come  to  the  Queen  of  the  fleet  of  Spain^ 
"  which  IS  i0ued  from  Ferrol  and  the  Groyne  the 
'*  8th  of  this  month,  being  an  hundred  and  twenty 
^'  fail,   with  ten  thoufand  foldiers,   two  thoufand 
*^  mariners,  and  many  mills  for  corn  \  many  women, 
300  horfe,  and  many  materials  for  fortifications. 
That  this  is  no  fable,  you  may  advertife  the  King, 
^^  that  a  iina/1  man  of  war  of  England^  being  at  fea, 
**  fell  into  their  company  in  the  night,  in  a  ftorm ; 
^^  and  feeing  one  of  their  fmall  (hips  in  diflrefs  to  the 
"  leeward,  bare  up  with  her,  fought  her,  and  took 
^^  her ;  but,  after  he  had  poflefTed  her,  and  thought 
*<  to  bear  for  England^  fbme  of  the  fleet  chafed  her, 
^'  and  fo  fhe  was  forced  to  let  her  go  ^  but  took 
•*  feven  men  out  of  her,  the  captain,  the  matter, 
**  and  others,   whole  examination  being  taken  ac 
**  Plymouth^  was  fent  up  this  day,  and  containeth 
**  what  before  I  ipake  of,  that  the  rendezvous  was  to 
'*  come  for  Falmouth.    Thi&  being  certain,  th^c  at 
**  fea  they  were  met  (and  it  appeareth  fully,  that  but 
"  for  the  Eaft  winds,  which  have  blown  ftrongly, 
"  they  had  been  at  their  place  of  defcent),   hath 
^  gii?en  her  Majcfty^juft  caufe  to  look  about  her, 
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*'  having  now  no  fleet  in  rcadinefs  to  fight  witli 
*•  them  at  fea,  but  our  fole  truft  is  Vo  the  land-de- 
fence. And  therefore  (be  little '  doubteth,  that 
the  King  will  in  any  fort  miflike  the  fudden  revo- 
cation of  her  troops  of  Picardy  to  ferve  herfelf : 
**  for  this  is  of  all  certainty,  either  it  is  for  Ireland^ 
or  England.  If  for  England^  then  are  we  to 
doubt  the  taking  in  of  the  army  of  the  Low 
**  Countries  to  be  tranfported  :  which  (as  it  falleth 
**  out)  need  not  fear  France^  if  the  truce  be  made, 
as  all  the  world  fays  it  is,  and  as  fhrewd  circum*> 
flances  difcover ;  for  we  fet  the  Cardinal  {a)  hath 
hh/imiensj  follows  not  Count  Mmirw^,  but  keeps 
his  forces  together,  and  now  fuddenly  draws  them 
down  to  the  fea-fide.  This  her  Majefty  requires 
you  to  lay  feelingly  before  the  King,  as  reafons 
fufficient  to  difpenfe  with  her  revocation,  the  Earl 
of  EJfex  having  moft  of  her  Majcfty's  captains 
in  the  voyage  ;  and  thefe  being  fit  to  be  employed 
in  this  kingdom,  if  he  (hould  attempt  the  Jfle  of 
IVigbty  or  any  place  near  the  heart  of  the  king- 
•*  dom.  *  This  being  all,  at  this  time,  which  my 
**  leifure  will  permit  me  to  write,  expedring  hourly 
'*  to  hear  of  their  arrival,  if  the  ftorm  have  not 
"  forced  them  to  their  own  coaft  again.  And  fo  I 
♦*  commit  you  to  God. 

"  From  the  court  at  Wbiteball^  the  26th  of  OSo- 
*•  her^  at  eleven  at  night. 

•**  If  they  be  gone  for  Ireland^  they  find  it  at  an 
•*  evil  time  ;  for  the  noble  Lord  Burgbe  (b)  is  dead 
"  of  fickncfs  the  8th  of  this  month.'* 

This  Spanijh  fleet  occafioned  a  great  alarm  :  the 
Lords  fat  in  council  thaeverv  afternoon  the  news  of 
it  came  to  court ;  which,  the  feme  day,  received 
Qkewile  (he  ceat^nty  of  the  death  of  the  Lord  Bo- 

(a)  Mtrt.  [b)  Bor$9gb. 
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fUn^hj  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland  (c).  The  Lord 
Hunfdon^  Lord  Chamberlain,  was  the  next  day  or- 
dered to  go  immediately  towards  the  weflern  coafl, 
CO  command  all  fuch  forces,  as  ihould  be  fit  for  re- 
finance, if  theenemv  ihould  land  ;  and  captains  were 
appointed  to  attend  him.  All  or  mod  of  the  gentle- 
men of  every  county  were  likcwife  commanded  to 
go  home  for  the  defence  of  the  fea-coafl  (d). 

The  day  following,  OSlober  28  th,  the  Earl  of 
£jfex*s  own  letters  came  to  court  of  his  fafe  landing 
at  Plfmoutb  i  and  an  account,  that  the  Spanijh  fleet, 
commanded  by  the  Adelantedo^  hovered  up  and 
down  upon  the  coaft ;  but  had  not  yet  made  any  de- 
cent. The  Earl  of  EJjiix  caufed  men  to  be  levied 
upon  ail  the  weftern  coaft,  and  many  of  the  land- 
captains  to  take  the  charge  of  the  forces  ;  and  after 
having  vidualled  his  fieet,  and  recruited  with  frefli 
men,  intended  to  put  to  fea  again  {e).  But  the  ap- 
prehenGons  from  the  Spanijh  fleet  foon  vanifhed  ;  for 
it  was  difperfed  by  a  violent  (lorm,  in  which  many 
of  the  (hips  perilhed,  and  one  was  at  laft  driven  into 
Dartmouth^  the  mariners  and  foldiers  being  almofl: 
dead  with  hunger ;  who  confeflfed,  that  the  Spaniards 
had  determined  to  have  (iezed  ibme  port  in  Cornwallj 
which  was  mod  convenient,from  its  fituation  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Chanel,  for  receiving  fuccours  from 
Spain ;  which  would  have  kept  the  Englijb  employ- 
ed in  a  war  at  home,  and  prevented  their  navigation . 
to  the  IV0  Indies  and  Spain  (f). 

The  French  King,  not  long  after,  fent  Monfr. 
ie  Huratdl  Sieur  de  MaJJe^  one  of  his  Council,  to 
Queen  Elizabeth^  to  inform  her  tliat  he  had  an  offer 
from  the  King  of  Spain  to  treat  of  a  peace  \  and  that 

(c)  Mr.  R,  Whyti%  letter  of  the  26th  of  OSIober  1 5  97.    lyfttci  s 
of  the  ^fVvfp^  family,  vol.  2.  p.  71.  (i/)  Mr.  ^'/-//f's  letter 

of  the  zjthoiOdoher  1597.     lb.  p.  72.  (e)  Mr.  \Shyte"% 

kttenof  the  28th and  29th  of  Oaohn^gj.    Ibid.  p.  72.  74. 
(/J  CmmJen^  p.691. 
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Cardinal  Albert  had  authority  fgr  that  purpoi^,' 
and  likewife  to"  treat  with  her  Majefty.  And,  there- 
fore confidering  he  was  obliged  by  a  League,  both 
with  her  Majefty  and  the  States  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, to  continue  the  war  againft  the  King  of  Spain^ 
the  common  enemy,  he  defired  the  Queen  to  certify 
him,  whether  fhe  would  make  choice  to  continue 
the  war,  or  to  hearken  to  peace ;  fince  he  would 
conform  himfelf  thereto  in  his  anfwer  to  Cardinal 
Albert.  The  Queen's  anfwer  was,  that  though, 
this  oflFer  of  peace  to  the  French  King  might 
have  warrant;  yet  for  any  treaty  for  peace  to 
be  offered  to  her  Majefty,  fhe  underftood  of 
no  good  warrant  from  the  King  of  Spain.  And 
when  Monfr.  de  Maijfe  faid,  he  thought,  that  the 
Cardinal  might  have  authority,  the  Queen  reminded 
him,  how  treacheroufly  ftie  had  been  ufed  by  the 
King  of  Spain  in  the  year  1588,  when  (he  was  aC- 
fured  by  the  Duke  of  Parma^  that  he  was  autho- 
rized by  the  King  of  Spain  to  treat  for  a  peace ; 
which  induced  her  to  fend  a  folemn  cmbafly  of  her 
Privy  Counfellors  to  Bourbourg^  who,  when  they 
came  thither,  found  no  commilEon  to  the  Duke 
from  the  King  of  Spain^  but  were  told,  that  one 
was  ftiortly  expe Aed  ;  while  that  King  was  pre- 
paring his  formidable  Armada  for  the  conqueft  of 
England  (g). 

1  he  French  King,  however,  haying  defired  the 
Queen,  and  the  States  General,  to  fend  Commif- 
fioners  to  fettle  the  points,  upon  which  the  treaty  of 
peace  might  be  framed,  her  Majefty  appointed  Sir 
Robert  Cecil  her  principal  Secretary  of  State,  John 
HerbeH  Mafter  of  Requcfls,  and  Sir  Ihmas  WylkeSy 
to  go  to  France  for  that  purpofe  \  as  the  States  Ge- 

(g)  Lord  Burghley%  confiderations  of  a  motion  for  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  King  of  Sfain^  printed  in  Stryfe*s  annals  of  Chu|)Ch 
and  State  under  Queen  i?//sw^t7/^,  Vol.  4.  N®  246.  p.  327. 
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neral  Yikewife  did  the  Admiral  JuJUn  de  Naffau^  and 
yci0  Bamtveldt ;  and  at  the  &cne  time  fent  other 
deputies  to  England^  to  difluade  the  Queen  trooi 
ouddng  peace  (b). 

Mr.  Edmondesj  who  was  now  at  PariSy  wrote 
finom  thence  on  the  21ft  of  January  1597-8,  to  Se-* 
aetary  Cecil  (i)^  in  the  following  terms. 
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It  mof  pleafe  your  Htmoury 

I  wrote  unto  your  Honour  three  days  paft  hf 
VaBundalltht  poft :  fince  the  which  time  I  under* 
ftand,  that  the  King  hath  complained  greatly  of 
the  aniwer  brought  by  Monfr.  de  Maijfe,  that  her 
Majefty  refufeth  to  aflift  him.  longer  with  any 
^  forces,  unlefs  Calais  may  be  delivered  to  her; 
and  denieth  likewife  to  fumifh  him  with  any  fliips 
for  the  fiege  of  Nantes :  That  (he  doth  paflTionate-* 
ly  defire  a  peace,  and  fpeaketh  contemptibly  of 
^^  thofe  of  the  Linv  Countries^  faying,  that  they  do 
*^  not  merit,  that  (he  ihould  hazard  her  State  for 
them.  But  for  his  part  he  laith,  that  he  cannot 
(o  nt%k6t  them,  in  regard  of  their  good  aififtance 
*•  cowards  him.  I  underftand,  moreover,  thattheff 
purpofe  is  to  ftand  ftiffly  on  their  oftentation  in 
their  n^odation  with  your  Honour,  and  thofe  of 
the  Law  Countries  \  and  to  preis  you,  upon  the 
hafte  of  the  King's  journey  into  Bretagne^  to  a 
fpeedy  refoludon,  to  avoid,that  you  may  not  draw 
things  to  a  length,  and  diicover  the  weaknefs  of 
♦*  their  treaty  with  the  enemy.  If  it  will  pleafe  your 
^*  Honour  to  advance  to  this  place,  you  will  find 
^  much  more  facility  and  contentment  to  negotiate 
^*  with  the  King  himfelf,  than  with  his  Council  at 
^^  Roan.  Your  Honour's  coming  is  attended  here 
•'  with  greateft  earneftnefs  ;  and  the  King's  journey 
<•  into  Brefagne  ftayeth  now  only  thereupon." 
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{b)  CamJim,  p.  705.  (i)  Sir  Thomas  E^monJu^s  State" 

Fapers,  T0L2.  p.  7. 
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The  Earl  of  Ejftx^  who  was  at  the  head  of  a  paitf 
eppofice  CO  the  Lord  Treafurer,  and  his  (on  the  Secre- 
tary, had  upon  all  occafions  declared  his  averfioa  co 
any  treaty  with  Spain^  and  was  coofidered  by  the 
court  of  France  as  the  moA:  zealous  fiiend^which  they 
had  in  Engkmiy  and  the  mofc  incbned  to  fupporc 
them  with  the  utmoft  vigour  aga^ifc  Spain.  His 
Lordfhip  likewife,  on  his  part,  cultivated  an  interefl: 
in  that  court,  and  procured  intelligence  iiom  thence^ 
by  means  of  Antonio  Penz^  then  at  Paris^  who  had 
been  formerly  Secretary  to  Philip  II.  of  Spain^  but 
obliged  to  quit  that  kingdom,  upon  being  accuied 
of  having  betrayed  the  iecrets  of  his  Maiter,  and 
having  caufed  John  de  Efcovedo^  Secretary  to  Don 
Jpbn  of  J^firia^  to  be  afiaffinated,  though  that  was 
done  by  the  King's  own  order;  whereas  the  rdd 
caufe  of  his  difgrace  wa3  P^i7/p*s  jealoufy  of  Percz^^ 
intimacy  with  the  Princefs  of  EhU^  the  King's  own 
mircrd^  *.  He  refided  ibme  dme  in  EnglMd^  but 
met  with  no  countenance  from  the  Qjieen,  or  the 
Lord  Treafurer  :  But  the  Earl  of  Effox  ehteruined 
him  in  his  houfe  f  ;  and  when  Perm  went  to  France, 
where  he  had  a  peniion>  correfponded  with  him  both 
diredtly,  and  by  the  means  oiAntbmy  Bacon^  Efq; 
who  was  his  Lordfhip^s  moft  intimate  friend  and 
tffiftant  in  procuring  intelligence  from  all  par^s.  The 
Earl  alfo  made  great  ufe  of  Mr.  Robert  Isaunton^  of 
p\  anciem  family  in  Suffolk^  educated  a  fellow-com«- 
snoner  of  Trimty-Collegty  Cambridge^  then  fellow  of 
S'rinity-ball^  in  1601  public  orator  of  that  Univer- 
fity  {a\  afterwards  Mafter  of  Requefts,  and  Sur^ 
veyor  of  the  Court  of  Wards  i  in  Jtmmrf^  1617-8, 
Secretary  c^  State  (b)  %  and,  at  laft,  Maiter  of  the 

*  AsBelot  de  la  HoulTaie,  Menoires  hifioriqitfSy  &c.   tarn  1, 

p.  24 1 .  U  feq.  edit .  Amfterdaniy  1722.  f  Cainden^s  Elizabet)^, 
p.  625.  («)  Fuller's  Worthies  in  Suffolk,  p.  64.  \fj)  Cam- 
deni  annates  regis  Jacobi  I.  p.  29. 
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Court  of  Wards,  which  poft  he  refigncd  in  March 
16J4-5,  and  died  in  the  fame  month  (c).  This 
gentleman,  being  upon  his  travels  in  France  in 
i597>  wrote  the  Earl  of  Efex  feveral  letters,  of 
which  it  will  not  be  improper  to  inlert  here  fome  at 
length,  and  extrafts  from  others*,  as  they  give  a 
▼cry  curious  account  of  the  ftate  of  [affairs  in  that 
Idngdom,  and  the  (ecrets  of  the  court  at  that  impor- 
tant crifis,  with  (bme  anecdotes  relating  to  PereZj 
who  continued  there  till  his  death  in  161 1  -f  • 

Mr.  Naunton^s  letter  dated  at  Paris^Aug.j^^  ^597$ 
K.  S,  is  as  follows : 

It  may  pkafe  your  Lordfhip^ 

"  I  find  now  the  proof  of  that  I  wrote  in  the  for- 
mer of  my  inclofed,  that  the  affairs  here  would 
be  fubje^fc  to  many  alterations^  before  the  report 
"  ofthem  could  come  to  your  Lordfhip's  hands.  Inow 
**  fee  they  change  fafter  than  I  can  well  write  them.  I 
*•  advcittfcd,  in  my  yefterday's  letters,  the  fetded 
**  conceit,  which  had  taken  impreflion  in  the  beft 
^  judgments  hstt^  after  a  month's  oUervation  of 
**  the  tenor  of  all  their  proceedings  touching  the 
•*  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain.  The  Legate  himfelf 
**  was  then  of  opinion,  that  except  either  the  Kii^  of 
•*  Spain  ihoyj^  take  fome  greater  blow,  or  the  French 
^  King  fhouldatchieye  fome  higher  exploit  upon  him, 

than  yet  he  could  expcft,  it  would  be  very  hara 
to  draw  the  King  of  Spain  to  any  ferious  accord 
in  theft  advantages.  And  being  prefented,  by 
^  Antamo  Perez^  with  the  felf-pleafing  furnufcs  of 
^*  the  French  King,  that  now  gave  it  out,  how  the 
^*  Cardinal  Ihould  feek  to  them  for  compofiiion,  as 
•  *  I  then  advertiied  %  his  anfwer  was  in  thefe  very 

(r)  StralFord*8  letters,  vol.  I :  p.  389, 41 2.  •  From  the  MS. 
Stat«.Papef8  of  AAthony  Bacon,  Efq;.  t  Amelot  de  HouiFaiA, 
1i|>if«pr«9  p«aso>  251. 

?'  words^ 
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**  words,   C//^  concipert  GailoSy  dedpcre  Hifpano^ 
^  But  now,  this  morning,  before  I  could  have  made 
up  my  packet,  Afttonio  Perez  came  to  my  lodg- 
ing direiftly  from  the  Pope's  Legate,  who  hath 
newly  aifured  him,  that  now,  upon  the  fudden, 
**  the  Cardinal  was  become  fo  forward  in  ^ood  ear- 
**  neft:  to  this  old  defperate  treaty  of  reconciliatioa 
*'  and  peace,  as  the  French  King  is  waxen  more 
•'  backward  than  he  could  have  believed,  whether 
upon  apprehcnfion  of  either  Ibme  fudden  deaths 
or  haply  fome  ftreights,  that  the  Earl  of  EJfex  may- 
have  driven  his  men  to  in  Spain^  or  the  States  in 
the  Low  Countries^  or  upon  confidence  of  his  own 
ftrength,  which  begins  at  length  to  fwell  greater 
**  than  he  can  well  bear ;  or  upon  fufpicion  and  mif- 
^  doubt  of  fome  infidious  circumvention,  that  the 
Cardinal  may  hatch  under  this  new  cloke  of  an 
unexpefted  amity.      Antony  Perez  ftrait  dialo- 
^  guifecj  with  him,  and  objeftcd,  -  that  it  mijght  ,be 
•*  the  King  of  Spdin  had  in  purpofe,  upon  this  pre- 
•*  fent  provocation,    to  turn  ail  his  fpleen  upon 
*'  Englmd^znd  the  Low  Countries  \  which  he  thought 
•*  the  French  King  could  not  well  fuffer,  and  him- 
•*  felf  mean  while  to  ftand  with  his  thumbs  bound, 
•*  and  look  on*     The  Legate  replied,  that  there  way 
^  no  fuch  matter  intended  ;  but  that  the  King  of 
•'  Spain* s  ncceffity  was  altogether  as  urgent  in  gene- 
**  ral  to  induce  him  to  an  intire  peace,  as  the  French 
•^  'King*s.was  ;  and  that  there  was  no  doubt,  but  the 
Queen  of  England^  and  States  of  the  Low  Coun^ 
fries^  ihould  either  be  included  in  the  treaty,  if 
^  the  French  King  ihould  inftance  for  it,  or  at  leaft 
^^  that  he  would  be  contented  to  bind  himfelf  by  par 
*^  ticular  capitulatiou  from  attempting  any  thing 
*^  againft  either  of  thofe  States.  For  mine  own  part, 
**  though  I  were  mqft  religipudy  charmed  and  con- 
^*  jufed  by  Antonio  Perez  to  deliver  this,  without 
**  anjf  intimation  given  of  the  perfons  from,  whom  it 
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^  comes,  in  rdpeft  of  the  danger  of  ruining  their 
♦'  credits  thus  committed  to  my  truft,  if  the  authors 
"  of  thefe  advertifements  fliould  be  difcovered  5  yet 
^  muft  I  not  take  it  upon  me  to  advertife  and  aiTure 
•*  a  matter  of  this  importance  under  mine  own  name. 
"  I  affure  me,  your  Lord(hip  will  fo  order  all,  as  no 
"  touch  ftiall  grow  hence  cither  to  his  fecrccy  to  the 
•*  Legate  or  mine  to  him.  I  am  rcfolved  AntonioPerez 
<<  de^  finoerely  herein  \  and  that  his  own  ferious 
''  apprehenGons  of  this  peace,  fo  dangerous  to  him- 
^'  felf,  whetted  him  to  take  the  pains  to  come  im- 
"  mediately  to  me  with  the  news,  in  hope,  that  by 
*^  this  office  he  (hould  treafure  up  himfelf  grace 
^^  there,  ag^nft  whenfoever  he  (hall  be  frighted 
**  from  hence. 
^^  And  to  muft  humbly  I  take  leave. 

"  Tour  Lordfhip^s  moft  devoted^ 
md  koundeny 

Paris^  A&jF4th,  Ro.  Naunton, 

Mn  Naunton^s  next  letter  was  to  Mr.  Anthony 
Bjr^/r,  dated  atPariSj  Sept.  23d,  1597,  in  which  he 
mentions,  that  Antonio  Perez  had  complained  to 
him  of  Mr.  BacotC^  coldnefs  towards  him  ;  whofe 
letters  to  him  were  more  curi9ufly  and  elaborately 
penned,  than  was  compatible  with  their  former  fami- 
liarity, and  Javoured  more  of  Mr.  Francis  BaconV 
eloquence^  than  of  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon\  own  ancient 
aflfedion. 

On  the  28  th  of  November y  Mr.  Naunton  wrote  to 
the  Earl  of  EJfeXy  that^Secretary  Villeroy  having  com- 
plained, that  his  Lordlhip's  promifcs  to  France  had 
not  always  proved  prophecies  \  he  had  been  foftrongly 
anfwered  upon  that  head  by  P^r^2,that  the  Secretary 
had  fince  that  time  excluded  him  from  all  know- 
ledge 


6l         View  of  the  Negotiations  between 

ledge  of  the  proceedings  of  that  court,  as  far  as  lay 
in  his  power :    That  fince  his  Lordfhip's  embarking 
in  the  expedition  againft  Spain  that  year,  the  French 
Minifters  had  broke  out  into  a  more  than  ordinary 
freenefs  of  cenfure  of  his  Lordfhip,  alleging,  that 
It//  his  counfels  and  intelligences ^praSifid  upon  tbemy 
bad  tended  to  no  other  end,  huty  by  abufing  of  their 
favours^    and  credulities  here^  to  efiablijb  Umfelf  a 
higher  reputation  and  fortune  there  at  home :  That 
his  Lordfhip  had,  to  this  intent,  employed  Sir  Henry 
Unton  to  their  court,  as  the  choiceji  injtrument  of 
England,  to  inchant  and  delude  their  King  \    but  Sir 
Henry y  thinking  to  have  beguiled  all  the  worlds  beguiled 
himfelf  moft  of  all.     That  his  former  formife  had 
been  imparted  to  Antonio  Perez  by  Monfr.  de  Sancy^ 
firft,  as  a  general  conceit  of  the  greateft  part  of  their 
council^  and  afterwards  iterated  again  and  again  by 
that  gentleman,  for  the  very  words  and  compl^nts 
of  the  Kihg  himfelf:  and  that  the  foundation  of 
thefe  apprehenfions  was,  that  Queen  Elizabeth  fhould 
tell  the  Duke  of  Bouillion^  and  Mr.  de  Sancy^  when 
they  were  both  together  in  Englandy  in  order  to  ne- 
gotiate about  the  refcue  of  Calais^  that  his  Lordftnp 
tvas  the  fole  director  of  all  the  Englifh  forces  then 
ready  affembled  upon  that  fhew  to  a  diver fe  fervice. 
That  **  this  ground  had   been  fince  thoroughly 
*'  defcanted  upon  during  the  employment  of  the 
«*  late  Embaflador  here  [Sir  Jnthony  Mildmay]  whofe 
genius,  fays  Mr.  Naunton^  notwithftanding,  feems 
to  have  been  but  ill  chofen  to  manage  fuch  in- 
ftruftions;   being  found,   by  experience,  much 
apter  to   plant  implaufible  conceits  of  himfelf, 
**  than  to  weed  or  root  out  better  opinions  due  to 
**  others.     Since  his  difcharge,  and  your  Lord{hip*s 
*'  fecond  embarkmcnt  into  the  late  great  aftion,  1 
have  heard  whifpers  of  new  intlruftions  infinuated 
hither  from  thence  [  England"]  \  that  they  have 
*•  taken  the  wrong  way  all  this  while  to  draw  fuch 
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««  aidfr&m  tbence  as  they  dejtred:  that  they  mujt  come 
**  tbrmgb  amiber  matfs  bands ^  if  ibey  come  at  all ; 
««  and  that  tbey  mufi  be  fought  for  thence^  yea^  and 
^  accepted  and  ufed  in  the  fame  proportion^  that  his 
«'  bommr  will  afford  them^  continually^  but  fpartng- 
•*  (r,  and  by  piece-mealy  now  a  little,  and  then  a 
«  Uttle. "     He  then  obfervcs,  that,  meeting  with 
Mr.  lilfyj  he  founded  him  all  he  could  touching 
the  proceedings  in  the  camp ;  ^  who  dealt  fo  freely 
**  widi  me,  adds  be^  before  we  departed,  as  to  tell 
"  me,  that,  upon  your  Lordlhip's  being  at  fea,  he 
**  was  ftrait  fcnt  for  into  Englaud,  and  fhould  have 
^  been  fliooldered  out  of  his  charge,  had  he  not„ 
*^  by  all  humble  conformities  and  dexterities,  gained 
peace.    Being  returned  hither,  he  wrote  certaia 
generalities,  as  he  tdls  me>  to  Mr.  Secretary^ 
*•  which  were  particularly  well  accepted,  andanfwer- 
"  ed  by  his  own  pen.     By  the  credit  of  thofe  an- 
^*  fwers,  he  improved  his  own  credit  with  the  Ge- 
^^  neral,  and  other  gentlemen  of  quality  about  him^ 
•*  fo  far  as  to  be  admitted  to  the  fight  of  other  letters 
from  the  iiune  hand  to  them,   which  reported 
your  Lordihip's  fuccefles  at  fea  with  iuch  kind  of 
**  alacrity,  as  favoured  ftronger  of  the  old  leaven^ 
^  than  the  new  league  of  reconciliation.     Yea,  he 
^  was  thus  plainly  ufed  in  his  own  particular,  as  to 
be  told,  that  when  the  General  fhould  complain* 
of  the  mifs  of  him  to  the  King,  as  of  a  very  fuffi- 
dent  Minifter,  6?r.  while  he  was  fo  fent  for  away 
into  England,  that  the  King  fhould  anfwer,  that 
he  might  well  be  (pared,  car  c^eft  tout  a  Monjr.  le 
•*  Comte  d^EffeXjScc.  How  truly  this  may  be  Ipoken 
**  in  his  own  cauie,  I  define  not.     If  he  told  it  me» 
•*  in  hope  that  it  fhould  come  to  your  Lordlhip*s 
^  knowledge  by  my  means,  I  would  be  loth  to 
•'  have  ftrved  his,  or  any  other  man's,  turn  in  fuch 
"  an  office  :    for  the  thefis  of  the  variations,  decli- 
**  nations,  retrogradations,  and  dcbouchemcnts,  of 
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**  the  Generalj  between  the  King  here,  and  his  new 
allies  there,  I  have  heard  it  as  well  by  Mr.  Ei-- 

mondes^  and  by  others,  as  by  him. 1  have 

•*  all  this  while  difcourfed  of  the  effects  of  your 
*^  Lord  (hip's  tempefts  at  fea  \  but  now  it  hath 
**  pleafed  God  to  hear  the  prayers  of  many,  and  to 
•*  turn  the  winds  in  your  LordQiip's  favour,  here 
^*  is  all  fair  weather ;  all  old  furmifes  becalmed ; 
funt  omnia  protinus  alba.  Yea,  we  are  grown  io 
far  in  love  with  this  unexpefted  good  fortune  of 
**  your  Lordftiip,  as  it  muft  hz  thought,  that  that 
•'  rectil  of  our  affections  was  intencied  to  no  other 
**  end,  but  to  make  the  rebound  ftronger,  arid  all 
*'  the  former  complaints  to  have  been  but  forced 
^^  femblances  of  unkindnefs  againft  you,  all  to  make ' 
*^  love  for  a  time  to  fuch  as  love  to  hear  of  fuch  im- 
putations fet  abroach  againfl:  you :  yea,  little 
Mr.  Edmondes  himfclf  fliall  be  half-fufpcfted  to 
*'  be  too  much  a  Secretary,  and  not  to  be  half  fo  - 
**  French  as  we  would  have  him  ;  and  that  only  bc- 
*'  caufe  we  fpake  foberly  and  fparingly  of  your 
**  Lordlhip's  fuccefs  and  performances;  fb  jealous 
^^  we  are  become  upon  the  fudden  of  all  fuch,  as 
*'  Ihall  but  feem  to  envy  your  honour,  and  repine 
*'  at  your  felicities." 

The  next  day,  November  29th,  1597.  Mr.  Naun*  ' 
ton  wrote  again  to  the  Earl,  informing  him,  that 
Perezhzv'ing  fent  his  friend  Signr.  Marenco  to  Monfr. 
d^Incarville  for  a  warrant  to  receive  a  thoufand 
crowns  granted  him  formerly  by  Henry  IV.  he  was 
anfwered,  that  Verez  had  greatly  mifdemeaned  him* 
felf  of  late,  in  writing  into  England^  that  peace  be- 
tween France  and  Spain  was  either  already  concluded, 
or  as  good  ;  which  was  very  injurious  to  the  Ma- 
jefty  of  their  King  and  Kingdom,  as  if  they  were  to 
fear  the  King  of  Spain^  or  had  not  means  of  their 
own  to  maintain  the  war  with  Spain.  Mr.  Naunton 
likcwife  obfcrves,  that'  the  variety  of  his  advices 
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•bout  the  peace  arofe  from  the  variety  and  changic' 
of  the  opinions  and  humours  in  the  French  court* 
The  voice  of  the  people,  fays  be,  was  this  other 
day,  that    all  articles  were  at  i^ngth  accorded 
upon  for  the  Cardinal'3  part ;  and  the  Legate  was 
hard  upon  coming  from  ^.  ^intin^s  to   the 
King,  to  propound  them  all  to  be  likewife  accept- 
*^  ed  and  ratified  on  his  part,  and  that  at  once. 
^  This  bruit  aroie  upon  the  arrival  of  a  mefienger 
"  fent  from  Monfr.  Sillery^  who  negotiated  this  bufi- 
nefi  at  St.  ^iniin^s.    But  all  the  certainty,  that  I 
can  yet  hear,'  is,  that  there  were  three  new  com* 
^*  nuflioners  fent  thither  from  the  Cardinal,  with 
^*  fptcal  inftrudions  to  accelerate  this  atonement. 
^'Ir  is  conceived,  that  the  Pope's  prefenc  broils 
^*  concerning  Ferrara  have  advifed  him  now  not  to 
^  finger  any  longer  in  this  cun&atory  treaty,  but  to 
^*  urge  the  accord  between  thefe  two  Princes  all  he 
*'  can,  that  he  may  ufe  both  their  affiftance  to  re* 
**  cover  bis  owi^  intereft.     The  Conftablc  tolAPerez^ 
^^  a  good  while  lince,  that  the  King  had  put  over 
^^  the  final  desernunation  of  this  great  point  till  this 
'*  time  of  his  diet  at  Si.  Germains  \   and  that  he 
would  not  admit  of  any  peace  at  all,  except  all  the 
King  of  Spain  holds  in  France  (hould  be  render* 
ed  without  any  demolidon :   yet  he  fpared  not  to 
note  then  a  certain  importuner  kind  of  fecret  pro- 
^^  penfion  of  the  King  to  the  pleafures  and  eafes 
^'  of  peace,  and  the  eftabli(bment  of  his  State  at 
"  home,  than  he  could  outwardly  make  fhew  for. 
**  But  we  muft  needs  hear  fome  news  thence  from 
Monir.  de  Maijfe,  before  we  will  conclude  of  this 
wdghtier  matter.     The  point  is^  it  will  not  be 
iafe  trufting  to  any  Spanijh  peace,  except  her  Ma* 
jcfty  and  t^  States  be  co-included  %  for  the  King 
**  knows,  that  moft  of  his  Catholics  will  be  as  much 
^  at  the  King  of  Spain^s  devodon,  for  a  few  dou* 
bloooh  to  Uow  tikc  fire  afidbf  when  he  will  have 
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"  thctn,  as  ever  heretftfdre :  and  the  Prdteftancs^  dfi 
**  the  other  fide,  will  be  ^  rfcady  to  ftir  apon  the 
'«  grft  icenrt  of  &ch  i  ib/fTiciou^  tinlcu  unth  SpaiH. 
^^  If  the  Cardirid  be  a^  frank  a  dufpthan  to  purcfaafe 
<'  this  peace,  by  gratrting  dl  nna:hn^  of  cc^didorts; 
*'  as  Fllltroy  would  have  it  diought  t  then,  fey  other 
<'  fonie,  that  fnf^ the  Kihg  of  ^';f is.deiid  indeed; 
«'  and  2he  world  ^ay  be  iftore  decei^e^  id  thinSdr^ 
<^  him  ho\^  ^iVe,  than  it  wai^  lately  ki  hofdifv^  him 
*«  for  dead.    It  #as  not  for  nothing  (fey  thefe  irien) 
^<  thait  the  Prinee  hdth  Utely  figWed:  ^r  Ki^  mand6- 
«  menlts,  f^r.  as  I  aYfvfcrtiftrf  ih  my  Irft.    BiSti  mc- 
<«  thinks,  the  laite  fofw^dtfefe  of  the  Spmifi  pra>&^ 
«'  r^tiort  for  EngUnd  aAd  /j^^/^i,  Which  Here  mcf 
**  ^iil  hrfve  onl^  intended  ft*  their  own'  kirtgdoifr, 
*^  ihouM  mher  afgue,  thaft  his  maUce  i^rift  her  Ma'- 
^'  jefty  lives  ftill ;  *k!  thit  hfe  codd  be  contend  to 
*•  rfcmit  in  his  qiiarfels  m  Ft'dHee;  upon  cofiditton'  hfe 
•*  lAight  vSrfeak  his  rcvehgfe  thfcre.    To  which  dcfigA 
^  hoW  fa^  thfc  Ring'  wbuld  halve  ri^ew  aiiinr,  if  thi 
*•  irttei^priie  hid'proee^led^  I  riiuft  leave  it  txi  Odd 
«'  ^tifd  him.     But,  liotWiMandiing  the  Ki%  df  Spaii 
«« livd,  yet  we  lee  hi^  foccfeflbi-s,  both  here,  in  th* 
«« Zi(W  Ctntntrtes^  artd  at  fe«i  have  Had  fo  Ifttte  lift 
«'  in  tHern^  as  he  WaMts  nti  rtafofi  to  bb  as  hiin'^r^ 
^'  after  peace,  as  he  is  thirfty  of  revenge.    It  is  faitf, 
«*  Diike  Mercotkr  h  groWn  very  conformable  to  futf- 
«  fnit  hilnfy f,  and  dl  he  holds,  to  the  King,  fo  hi 
*'  ihaiy  fee  allowed  to  continue  as  Governor  of  Brt- 
"  tugne  i  and  fliat  the  Queen,  hisf  filter  *,  is  to  iri- 
<'  tefpbfe  herftlf  is  thediatriit  In  tlas  reconciliatton. 

<*  The  KJhg,^  fince  his  c6ming  hither,^  Hath  been 
**  making  femt  c^ers  for  ah  edia^  to  be  verified  bf 
*'  his  Parliaments,  in  the  Psbtellants  favour,  touch- 
*'  irig  fiiph  articles,  as  I  haVfe  particularized  heretofore. 
•^  It  wias  giVen  out,  he  Would  have  come  iff  perfcAl 

*  Lmdjt,  \rid0W  of  EingAnrj  III,  of  Francr. 
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••  iiimielf  to  the  palace,  to  urge  the  verification. 
^*Bat  sifter  that  he  had  conferred  privately  with 
**  the  premier  Prefident,  our  next  news  was,  that 
^*  the  nature  of  the  edi(5t  was  to  be  changed  into  a 
*f  bare  (declaration  of  the  King's  pleafure  and  difpoi 
"  fitioh  irf  their  favour,  whereof  he  would  have  the 
**  Parliament  iake  Jcnowledge  in  their  feveral  reflbrts  ; 
**  ^nd  thfe  Proteftants,  oh  the  other  fide,  to  t^e 
**^kiK>wiedge.of  his  difpleafure  at  fbme  refra^^orinefs 
*^  in  the  Parliaments  to  fecond  this  his  zeal  to  content 
^\  them.  The  pitch  of  this  confideradon  feeois  ta 
^\  \mt  been  at,firft,  that  he  fhould  have  great  need 
**  rf  thb  Pfoteftants.  fcrvices  to  recover  Bretagne^  and 
'\  to  tame  Diike  Mercoeur  their  overthwart  neigh- 
'hcur:  which  being  difcovered  by  him^  feems  to 
liave  been  a  helping  cauie  of  his  fudden  and  un- 
expeEled  app&cability.  But,  let  Duke  Mercoeur, 
^.comc  off  never  fo  kindly  ("as,  iftheKingof  <S|^^/V» 
^  be  (b  pliant  indeed,  he  can  hardly  hold  out  of  mm-. 
^^  felf  ^,  yet  muft  not  the  King  make  any  accord 
with  him,  dJJ  he  fhall  have  drawn  another  fubfidy. 
from  their  Parliaiment-men,  by  the  myilery  <^. 
atadng  more  new  alternadve  officers  of  juftlcc 
among  them ;  the  only  pretence  for  whtch  fubfidy 
muft  be^  the  fumiOiing  of  this  expedidon  into 
Bretagne :  and,  when  that  is  levied,  Duke  Mer-^ 
^  coeur  IS  like  enough  to  have  favourable  hearing.' 

*  And  for  the  treaty  witH  the  Proteflants,  I  am  told^ 
V  n-om  a  gendeman  of  M[adame*s,  that  it  is  carried 

with  iiic^  cunning,  as  there  is  only  like  to  be  grant* 
••  ed  fuch  demands,  as  concern,  and  will  ni^  con-, 
;*  tent,  the  popular  £)rt  ^  and  thofe  other, .  tliat 
fhould  principally  concern  their  chiefs,  are  like  to 
be  denied ;  that,  by  this  device,  they  may  fe- 
**  quefler  and  difunite  the  people  fo  contented  from 
^  their  heads,  that  fhall  ftill  rem^  uncontented* 
**  The  nccdleis  late  jejiloufies  fct  a-foot  concerning 

•  *  my  writing  muft  make  up  my  excufe,  that  I  can 
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**  inform  myfelf  no  more  particularlv  in  theft  mat- 
^  ters.  It  is  doubted,  that  if  DuKe  Mercoeur  be. 
•*  orice  conformed,  the  Proteftants  {hall  receive  lefs 
^*  fatisfadion,  after  their  aflSftance  Ihall  be  lefs  ne- 
*^  ceflary.  Antonio  Perez  takes  this  late  care  to  fa- 
<«  tisfy  the  Proteftants  for  an  infallible  fign,  that  the 
peace  with  Spain  is  now  concluding,  as  if  it  were 
principally  intended  to  caft  their  watchful  jealoufies 
that  way  into  a  dead  fleep,  and  to  prevent  new 
"  commotions,  the  ordinary  efFedbs  of  inVeterate  dif- 
**  fidence.  But,  for  mine  own  part,  I  muft  ftill  take 
^«  that  high  afFeftation,  if  it  hold  on  (whereof  I 
**  have  written  in  my  two  laft),  for  a  much  greater 
••  argument  of  inducement,  and  moft  like  of  all  the 
*^  reft  to  work  into  the  King  for  a  general  pacifica- 
**  tion  foreign  •  My  reafon  is,  for  that  the  foUow- 
**  ing  of  it  alone  will  give  Wm  new  work  enough  tft 
**  home.  Now,  becaufe  the  perfon  of  A.  C^far  *  is 
**  fubjedk  to  exception  at  the  firft  naming,  here  runs 
**  a  new  difcourle  from  man  to  man,  in  hugger- 
•*  mugger,  how  the  Pope  did  licenft  the  King  for 
••  one  three  years  from  marriage  of  any  other  wife^ 
**  in  refpeft  of  his  St.  Bartholomew  ^en.  That 
^*  thefe  three  years  are  now  firft  upon  tlie  determine 
"  ing,  and  that  by  confequence  he  may  now  bc- 
^*  think  himfelf  of  entertaining  his  miftrefs  into  that 
^'  place.  Now,  if  this  may  be  clofely  handled, 
**  and  perfefted  before  her  bringing  in  bed,  the  Ca* 
^  non  law  will  allow,  that  this  child  flie  goes  oa 
^  is  legitimated  by  marriage,  fo  it  be  born  after  thQ 
^^  marriage,  though  it  were  begotten  before :  and  if 
^  the  PopeS  difpenfation  fliall  follow,  ex  abundanti^ 
^^  for  the  approbation  of  flich  a  marriage,  notwith- 
**  ftanding  the  firft  wife's  life,  then  it  will  be  fin  to 
^*  make  any  doubt,  that  this  heir  (hall  not  be  more 

*  •  Henry  IV  .'s  natural  fon  by  GaWiilU  fEftrets,  afterwards 
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*•  dian  an  ordinary  legitimate.     Now,  if  it  Ihall 

^-  ^'  prove  to  be  a  Ion  (as  her  late  courageous  refidence 

"  at  the  (lege  of  Amiens  threatens  fome  great  captain 

of  {uch  a  mafculine  virago),  what  a  comfort  muft 

th]$  be  to  France^  to  fee  all  their  lecret  grudge^ 

and  diftradions  concerning  the  prefent  (tate  of 

•*  tide  for  their  fucceflion,  that  lie  yet,  as  it  were, 

**  deep  raked  up  in  the  aihes,  for  fear  of  going  out  ^ 

**  to  fee  them  all  fo  happily  foreftalled  I     And  agaig^ 

what  a  thrifty  courfe  may  this  be  for  th?  crown,  tp 

take  a  wife  already  fufflciently  endowed,  alread^y 

contented  with  the  advancement  of  her  family  and 

alliances,  fo  as  no  change  nor  innovation  in  court 

can  enfue,  no  nor  emulations  and  heart- burnins^, 

iuch  as  ordinarily  accompany  the  fudden  prera:- 

ments  of  new  favourites !    Thefe  plaufible  iumx)* 

fitions  are  broached  underhand  (as  I  faid)  to  feel 

what  allowance  they  may  find  abroad  ;  but  under 

fuch  precife  benedicite^  as  makes  them  the  mor<$ 

fufpe£):ed  to  be  derived  from  the  King  himfelf, 

becaufe  they,  that  give  them  out,  will  needs  feern 

'*  to  be  more  afraid  of  it  coming  again  to  the  King's 

'*  knowledge  than  they  are.     Now,  to  draw  on  fuch 

^  a  blifs,  without  any  incumbrance,  there  is  good 

reafon,  that  Spain  and  France  fhould  be  made 

friends ;  that  the  Proteftants  ihould  be  contented; 

and  efpecially  that  the  Count  Soijfons  (if  he  could 

Hand  contented  with  Madame's  marriage,  and  that 

fapeirficial  hope  of  Navarre)    may  be  fundered 

*•  from  the  reft  of  his  own  father's  houfe,   who, 

**  without  him,  are  like  to  attempt,  or,  at  the  hard- 

*•  eft,  to  prevail  litde.     In  my  laft  I  advertifed  you, 

•*  how  unexpedledly  he  was  mentioned  by  the  King 

•*  to  Madame,  and  what  conftrudions  were  then  made 

*•  of  it.     The  times  have  fince  added  this  furmifc 

^'  unto  theie  other.    It  may  be  they  are  all  wide  of 

**  the  King's  clofe  intention  in  that  adion.     I  muft 

••  content  xpyfclf  with  bare  queries  and  difquifltions 
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**  in  matters  of  fb  dcqp  nnyftcjy.    As  for  th$  Coij; 

**  ftable,  who  fcems  the  other  ppncipat  p^ftacle  tff 
•*  this  defign,  how  jealous  loever  the  '|Cing  apdl  hs 
•*  may  be  either  of  other  in  their  own  perfons ;  y^t 
^'  for  a  doting  blind  ambition  for  their  pofteridjes, 
why  may  they  not  folder  themfelves'fa^  and  fifqi 
together  by  a  ftcpnd  crofs-match  betweoji  fljc 
King's  fop,  and  the  other's  daughter?'   It  ils  9 
world  to  tl^ink  how  fufpicious  the  logic  of  th<e(c 
times  is  tp^  draw  everything,  thaf  ocjtnirs,  yej, 

V  that  may  occur,  into  a  confequence ;  and  all  tQ 
f  ^  confirm  ^n  apprehenfion  once  imprinted.  Sipc; 
y  Sancy  firft  impired  P^rez  with  this  jealouly,  al) 

that  is  poflible,  is  held  for  protable.     Yea^  toenjr 

plpy  a  finer  fubtilty  in  theie  paradoxes,  we  m^ji 

go*  beyond  all  thefe  ordinary  ppffibilities,  and  hol^ 

^*  it  fpr  a  new  rule,  that,  in  fuch  exorbitant  affcftj^ 

V  tiphs  entertained  by  pcrfpns  of  Ijucb  paftial  apd  pa|]- 
**  lipnate  difcourfe,  the  more  improbable  a  courfc 
•'*  (hall  feem,  the  pore  prohi)le  it  is,  ^nd  the  niprc 
•'  likely  to  be  taker),  ^^ow  the  occalioh  pf  this  iief 
•'  is  made  the  entrance  to  the  King^s  rctTrecJ  keeping 
•'  of  ^tajte,  whtch  |n  my  former  I  lipted,  thj^f  be  V9S 
*«  mindjKl  to  hold.  The  Cphftable  will  ije  ||^h6wn  to  hg 
•*  capable  of  al|  the  ancient  jurifdiftjon  a^  Authority 
«*  incident  to  his  place.  He  told  Gj7  di  Mefa  ♦,  th»t 
?•  tjie  JCJng  had  lately  importiwied  hi p  tp  take  upprj 
?'  him  a  great  part  of  the  g<en,eral  rctprm^tioh  p|  jf^S 
?*  dome(K.c^  abyfes :  that  f here  fh^  torthwith  be 
*•  order  taken  fojr  t|ie  pfpcgedinps  of  ttt  Jf ff  Qr 
*^  peace  i  fhcii  for  the  Pfopprtiomiig  his  emences  in 

y  building,  anp  all  other  private  expencfs  o^lon&ng 

••  to  his  hpu^e :  that  the  financiers  'ffi.^1  be/|p|WCQi 
y  mo  i  and  tj^e  Uij5futy  of  pcpfion?  fimjted  i  that  the 

*  A  GentleniM  of  jfrs^on,  who  had  been  forced  to  ily  to 
France,  6n  accouttt  <)fAe -zeal, which  he  haidihavn  far  hisftiend 
firm.  Dr.  G^^j's  h%ry.  of  tjie  fad  catjiftrpphe  9i4¥^f  P^ 
Wife,  MifcpUaijcpus  Trafts,  VqI.U«  p.  373, 375, 463; 
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V  Cooflable  ^iniielf  (hall  kcfp  the  jECipg's  fignet  ^ 
''  aod  00  $ecre|Ury  lliall  have  the  credit  (^  fign  foiy 

diipatch  or  mandemejdt  of  unportaoce  ^ithput  hi^ 
"  privity,  as  it  was  of  9ld^  in  former  tip^es,  iwrheo 
**  their  Pripces  gayenuricnt  was  rooJJ  AbloIuDe-  And 
5<  kftly,  that  no  man  ihall  have  acceis  to  xAe  Kuig» 
^^  but  fucH  as  the  Conibble  iluil  admits  ai\d  tjiey 
^^  to  be  aocomponkd  wkh  ope  n^an.  T^Cfe  hayp 
"  been  put  from  the  door  alrjeady  Duk^  Mpntpeth 

V  fier^  Duke  de  M^iypme^  J^Efftir^m^  and  ihe  C^hast^ 
"  cellor.    Phyfic  is  taken  fpr  the  pretence,  Sard^^ 

m^palate  for  the  intent  of  this  ck)ieneis :  whc4r 
fome  jpay  they  prove  J  ^Thie  Conilal^lc,  Jby  tUp 
f  ^  means,  is  become  Maire  4u  Palaisy  an  office  ia 
^  their  old  fiories  ifatal  to  their  Princes.  TJie  eSe^Sb 
f^  ^lU  he,  to  render  the  one  odious,  and  the  other 
contemptible  in  his  inclufive  MajeiLy.  Whatever 
fccre^  drifts  may  be  intended  on  e^her  part,  it  i3 
5*  prefumed  die  Conftable  flands  the  furer,  l^unidcd 
^^  upon  die  fidelity  and  fafbiejfs  of  hi3  liiend^  ^nd 
followers,  than  the  Kinghim^lfs  afid  tjb):^orc 
wbe^J^q-i^e  King,  pr  his  n^iilrefs,  Ibpuld  ffow 
f^  fc^rj  of  this  mew,  be  jit  ijbbp  or  latie,  if:  wiu  be 
<<  as  fafefor  thef^n&dhic.  as  either  of  them,  to  re- 
'^  turn  tp  thdr  fremier  familiarity  *,  which  is  as  natur 
**  ral  to  fh^  French  humour,  as  it  is  cuftomary  an4 
"  mv£ter^t^.    Alt  this  but  an  eflay  to  ta&e  how 

t^is  Df^  faft  will  be  digeij^d. 
**  To  end  with  Madame's  *  Marriage,  it  is  yet  jbut 
nine  d^ys  fuice  ihe  told  a  Gentleman  of  the  Reii« 
^  gion,  Qpt  of  her  ipecial  Council,  that  fhe  was  come 
**  toSt.  (jermains  to  qonclude  her  matchwithi/vP^;;/  \ 
f^  but  that  Ibe  was  reiolute  tx>  have  it  concelebrated 
'^  ffter  the  Proteftant  Order^  of  not  at  all.  This 
**  confirmed  me  in  that  ppinionr   which  before 

*  Katkarinty  the  King^s  Sifter,  married  afterwards  to  Hfftry 
Duke  of  Bary  eldcft  Ton  to  HenrfW.  Duke  of  Urraif. 
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72         View  of  the  Negotiations  betweerif  • 

**  I  ^verttfed,  of  an  cfpecial  hope  fhe  fcemed  tA 
**  have,  that  all  would  be  broken  off  in  conclufion 
♦*  about  this  quarrel  of  qeremonics.  Yet  in  the  end 
♦'  (he  told  this  Gentleman  frankly,  that  (he  was  half- 
**  perfuaded  the  King  was  not  yet  then  firmly  re- 
*'  folved,  for  all  tMs  that  had  paflbd,  either  off  or 
on  ',  but  that  haply  he  might  deceive  them  all  in 
his  difpofing  of  her  in  the  end.  But  this  day 
•'  there  is  a  divcrfe  propofmon  come  from  her 
**  to  Perez^  to  importune  him,  that  in  cafe  no  con- 
•'  dition,  that  France  can  afford  him,  may  content 
^  him,  to  abide  here,  that  he  will  do  her  the  favour 
<•  to  accompany  her  into  Lorrain^  where  Ihe  will 
*'  give  him  all  (he  hath,  rather  than  her  brother  and 
*^  he  both  (hould  lo(e  him.  And  that  this  is  no  di- 
*•  latory  evafion,  (he  aflTuresf  him,  that  (he  is  very 
^*  (hordy  to  tranfport  her(clf  over  thither.  This  is 
**  the  concIu(ion  now  in  force  for  that  bufincfs.  As 
^  for  Pefez*%^  I  muft  imagine  they  will  never  grow 
to  any  definitive  conchifion  \  and  therefore  J  muft 
meddle  much  lefs  in  that  matter,  than  I  can  per- 
^^  (bade  him  I  do,  though  I  have  almoft  perempto- 
•*  rily  rcfu(<rd  him  to  Wade  any  deeper  into  that 
•*  bottomlcji  whirlpool,  t  quellion  his  own  letter 
<«  to  your  Lord(hip  will  be  fo  much  the  more  free, 
M  the  le(s  forwardhe(s  he  (hall  find  in  me  to  be  his 
Secretary  j  yet  durft  I  not  (hew  myfclf  too  (hy  in 
fhunning  this  importunate  argument  altogether, 
for  fear  he  apprehend,  that  there  hath  been  made 
*•  but  an  artificial  u(c  of  his  clcvotions  all  this  while, 
M  as  he  hath  of  late  often  ingeminated,  that  Mr.  J?tf- 
con  was  wont  to  gloiy,  how  many  younger  mcii 
had  been  fweetly  drawn  into,  Gfr.  The  reft  of  this 
argument,  and  of  that  other  defign  difcovered  by 
him  and  Adarenco^  I  refer  to  their  indofed.*' 
Mr.  NauntoHj  on  the  |6th  of  December  1597^ 
wrote  again  from  Paris  to  the  Egrl  of  EJfex  the  folr 
Jowipg  letter; 

^  ^*My 


Eogkndy  France,  andBtwSth.        ^j 

**  My  laft,  of  the  29th  of  OSloher^  were  fo  te- 
^^  dious  in  delivering  other  particularities,  as  I  wa« 
**  then  fdn  to  refer  your  Lordlhip  to  this  new"  dc- 
**  fign  of  the  King's  miftrefs  to  the  report  of  Perez 
•*  and  MarencOy  the  firft  difcoverers  thereof,  and  to 
"  rcfefve  mine  own  paraphrafe  thereupon,  till  I  had 
^  biOTcr  informed  myfelf  in  all  the  circumftaAces 
^  and  end^  belonging  to  it.  Now,  having  this  x>(^ 
^  portonity  of  Mr.  CafieWsj  I  have  thought  ir  ve- 
^*  ry  due«  that  I  fliould  recapitulate  this  ft!ory,^an4 
*^  that  with  all  the  freedom,  which  I  could  draw 
**.  from  them,  that  your  Lordfhip.may  fo  much  the 
•"  better  conMer  of  the  whole  aftioit,  and  the  affcc- 
^  taiions  incident  unto  it.  To  begin  with  Signiof 
**  Grojfo  his  perfon  :  They  defcribe  him  to  bd  an 
**  Italian  merchant  of  no  lefs  than  forty  years  trade 
"  and  converiadon  in  the  court  of  France  j  one,  to 
**  whom  the  King  is  much  indebted ;  and  confe- 
^*  quently  a  malcontent  here,  and  defirous  to  wor^ 
•*  himfelf  into  her  Majefl:y*s  favour  and  penfion 
•*  there.  He  opened 'himfelf  thus  far  to  his  coun- 
«<  try  man  Marenco^  that  he  had  already  made  h^ 
**  an  entrance  into  a  cburfe  of  intelligence  with  her 
^^  Majeily  by  the  late  Embaifador's  mediation  •,  and 
"  tiiat  there  had  been  a  kind  of  overture  broken  be- 
**  tween  the  King*?  miftrefs  and  our  Embaftador^ 
*^  of  tendering  all  thp  fuits  and  ofikes  of  an  intire 
^  intelligence  uiito  her  Majcfty,,  fo  the  King*s  mxt- 
^*  trcfs  might  be  refolved  of  her  Majefty's  iecrecy, 
^  ami  afiiired  favour  and  proteftion  here  another 
^  day,  whenfoever  the  unceftainty  of  this  danger- 
J*  ous  and  tickle  fate,  which  Ihe  holdeth  here,  'a 
^  great  deal  harder  to  maintaih  it^  than  it  hath  been 
^  to  obtain  it,  fliould  require,  i^c.  But  now  this 
•*  overturie  being  interrupted  by  the  fudden  depart- 
'*  ure  of  our  Embaflador  from  hence,  that  it  had 
**  been  all  the  while  adjourned  till  now,  himfelf  ha^ 
^*  received  inftruAions  to  renew  the  profetutipn  of 
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^\  it  ty  jstjprs,  lie.    Tbi^  VJf^  tb^  /una  pf  A/4r«i- 
'^  file's  firft  cdnfercflw  jvith  lup  counjjy^     wHefcaf 

I  dppl*  09J:  but  they  ^ave  fii0;cijeniiy  eiUargcd 
;*  in  didlf  owp  kQ;cr5  inclo/cd  fq  fWJWlpac^^ 
*•  i49^mc9  haci  np  foowr  iwpariccj  tbis  to  Ptrez^ 
f*  but  be  fet  lum  upon  the  other' inefpb^t^  with  a 
5^  jfro(h  ajSault  abd  inftrUdipos  to  4iyerf  &  ioo^lUr 
•*  jgpnt  ^  in)telH^^enccr**s  devotion  from^  our  Embaf- 
•• .  fidor,  ^ci  to  defledt  them  upon  the  pari  of  ^/fex: 
f^  And  if  he  Should  fip(i)up  to  be  thirity  aftei^ardfit 
*^  an  appetite'  not  to  W  oajilec}  of  p  thsit  nation,  be 
<^  y^  tp  warrant  him,  that  tx  ihouI(^  find  a  much 
•^  more  bountiful  confideration  from  your  Lordihip» 
jthan  ^rom  the  EmbalTador,  ox  whofoever  haii  Zt 
him  a- work.  Yea,  and  rather  tlian  fail,  he  h^ 
*^  cotjimipon  to  infinuate '  unto  him,  that  Penz 
♦*  hiipfelf  had  a  fecial  clcfirc  to  ,draw  xhe  further 
**  jl^l^citation  of  this  hew  correippndeDce  into  hu 
•*  qyr^  hands,  fo  ^  it  rni^ht  raf(e  h|rn  matter  cf 
1*  cmploynient  from  JEt^e  1(.ing  ii^to  l^ffgland  by  the 
«*  |Gugge^i9ns  of  .the  Kii?g's  nyftref^ :  And  if  fo  be, 
•*  il^at  hje  might  improve  this  oYermre  fo  highly  to 
5*  ;hi^  oiyh  contentment,  then  he  V^  further  to  aA 
f *  Ture  t||m  of  anot/ier  by-penfion  frpip  hfmfcif  out 
^  ^rhba^4^  a]Ibwi|n|ce  of  fonv^  hundreds  pgr 
iim.  oyer  and  bd£des  whatfqever  he  ihould  re* 
**  ^pvjp  in  ordinary  jfirom  yow  I^rdlhip,  wlpch  he 
♦5  yffz^  hprnf  in  hand  ijb'oullci  l^*  no  j^jk  than  ^a 
t*  h^jn^^cdinpr 

J*  w/w  Qur  ri>erchant,  bong  ihus  vo^f&d  wirli  .a 
"  ftPP?pf?^Iwmbis  ?ffagqj  from  toce  frpw 
?*  fo  many  hands,  as  he  rendered  that  letter  cauy 
*«  cellcG,  which  they  fent  your  liOtdAxp  into  Mow 
/^.fs  hands^  and  put  off  Corns  vfffh  anpther 
mpkef  for  the  Embaflador  of  jthe'late  ([>ccurr(^nti 
•^  p[,Pjrrar(fy  fyc.  yovii^  unto  J^£fffp/t^ 
f^  j^rhoafi^Qr  nor  his  aUies  ihould  nb(  'be  jtru/led 
''  ??rtb  a  fccrjit  pf  |^  dapgcrovis  Mnp^wjce^  if  ^ley 
.     ^  '  ,  "might 
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En^g^d,  France,  ^^^Bnifiek        f^ 
V  mijt  fiod  /b  j^t  ^  ^c^s  as  ttjbi^  |p  rely  Jiif  l^uft 


!•  oHt  to  y9wr  I^^^^  -^ 

«  Taut  hqxdCh^  ^ath  ijojy  tlic  n^vf^upn^  a,nd  that 
ff  foWB^at  tglJ[er,  gs  1  gupfii  ifi  ibine  pamculari^cs^ 
*f  tfiap  taendSvcs  w(wld  fet  dawn*  Tm  reftlibuft 


**  ffillrgfcr  J^'  we  fi^juntaii^'p  fop  .jfear  of  doubling  yogr 
<f  LordOw  mta  neiedldia  r/epeutiop.  '  iTet  aiua  I 
r  aftar-flwces,  which  I  tried  out  ot  Perez 
id  1  undmi  him  ap^gt  m>m  Marencoy  .whote 


/  aod  con^ejice  of  .(Njcounp-viUb  ny^.  Hu 


as 


«  dat'fcr  flo^y  a^yptsgc?,'  djptie  Mu  t^]|^ 


5  ^  MBf^  !^  c?fF»»  tlj«  migbf  ^%  c|^  MP- 
?  j^  fyrour  Of  jfisfayour  ^f  tue  cjof efprizjc ;    And 
"^    %  ;k^  k  woujlf}  U>9^  ,pcri)QS»  of.  att 
r  to  puaipffo  keifk  txf-o^:^  t^iffifi  fOpwle^gt 

ff  Mrt^apa«og  of  If  to  t)^C  iQi^g  makit.    Wfx  tbt 
?  Icee0  If  i?cret.    ]^i}C  a^jRJt,  thff  l|ie  ¥wg  ¥«« 


«  v^ 


y$      View  qf  the  Ncgotiatfons  between 

**^  ^was  it  as  improbaWe,  on  the  other  fide,  that  her 

•*  Majefty^  yea,  or  your  Lordfhip  either,  wO^jld 

'•*  vouchfafe  to  entertain  any  fuch  intelligence  ftom 

*^  the  King's  miftrefi  apart;  and  that  it  would 'be 

**  an  office  of  likelihood  more  agreeable  to  our  Hm- 

•*  baflador,and  other  friends,  becaufe  the  end  of  thU 

**  afFcftatioa  was  like  in  time  to  breed  new  embroil- 

***  ments  in  this  ftate,  in  cafe  their  peace  with  ^t'om, 

•'  ilipuld  be  accorded  on  for  the  prefent,  &?f .  Now, 

•^  on  the  other  ffde,'  to  break  with  the  King  hunf^ 

*^  bluntly  in  fuch  a  myftery,  which  either  he  knew 

•*  not,  ot  would  in  no  fort  feem  to  know  of,  it  had 

**  as   ipany  inconydnients.    Fir  ft,    it  .would  pur- 

**  chafe  him  miich  perfefter  malice  from  the  King^$ 

^  miftrefe,  in  cafe  lie  "fliould  be  the  firft  difclofer  o( 

•*  ft  to  the  King,  ,who  could  not  long  conceal  i^ 

"  froni  hcf,  than  that  it  could  afliire  him  of  an 

^  equal  love  from '  the  King  to  counterpoife ;  i^.. 

•^'Agaiii,  this  ^iofccrecy.  firft  deteftcd  in  them,  to 

**'  wtem  the  matterwas  committed  at  the  firft,  woulc^ 

^  Be  ^Htelier  tb  difcourage  them  from  proceeding 

*•  kny  fbrtljer  at  all  in  it;  than  to  draw  himfelf  into 

**' the  credit  to  have  the  managing  of  it  hereafter^ 

**^.Befide5,  ^t  might  increafe  their  prefent  jealoufies 

•*  of  his  near  iritelHgence  with  England  i   for  althq^ 

*^  he  flibuld  difcbvcr  the  merchant,  from  whom  h^ 

**  had  the  firft  fcent  of  this  whole  bufincfs,  which 

•*  Ndunton  thought  he  would  hardly  do  5  yet  there 

•*  Wbtold  be  no  found  fatisfeftiori  to  a  jealous  head^ 

♦*'  but  that  he  npight  have  notice  hereof  from  Eng-: 

^  landHib.    iHis'i3irrd  confultation  was  of  making 

^  his  way  into- rife*  negotiation  by 'the  Conftable^ 

^  on  whoni  he  libWTclies  the  moft  here,  to  ^om 

•*  he  might  in^yiiskfoirh  intimate  tbis-fecret :  As  if 

the  Xing'  was  privy  to  it,  hp  might  find,  that  his 

own  fijtgeils  wercHfibt  fecrct'cnougli  in  concealing 

^  it;  and  if  Kewere^pot  privy  to  it,  that  then  he 

^'  muft  necds'a&qjtnt'asa'pcdgc  of^i  ftranger's 
c*.  *«  fide. 


England^  France,  and  BraScls.        7/ 

<>  fideEcy^  to  have  firft  difdoied  it;  apd  fo  thathsnr- 
^*  ing  concluded  lus  fuits  here  with  this  dangerous . 
<<  iaithfukicis,  he  (hould  add  this  his  offence  againft 
«*  the  King's  miftrefs  for  a  new  peremptory  reafon 
'*  of  his  departure  hence  fo  much  inftanced  already* 
*<  oF  his  departure  from  fuch  a  place,  where  he 
^  could  not  by  any  retiring  keep  his  ears  unaccef- 
^*  fary  from  fuch  fecrets,  which  he  could  not  define* 
**  whether  it  were  not  more  fcrvilc  for  him  to  reveal* 
'.'  or  to  conceal.    Naunton  replied  to  this*  that*  in 
**  cafe  the  King  and  his  miftrefs  fhould  both  have 
<^  joined  in  this  defign*,  yet  it  was  unlikely,  that  the 
«(  matter  could  be  already  fo  far  ripened,  as  that 
••  they  ihould  be  refolved  here*  how  far  her  M^efty 
*^  wouU  take  liking  of  fuch  a  correfpondence  :  and 
admit  that  h^ly  a  daughter  of  the  Conftable*s 
may  come  in  coniequence  to  marry  with  this  young 
heir  a  breeding,  that  fo  he  may  be  brought  in  to 
back  and  ftrengthen  fuch  a  fucceilion ;  yet  it  was 
*^  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  King  and  his  miftrefi 
'^  would  not  in  any  wife  have  this  fecret  firil  broach- 
^^  ed  said  communicated  unto  him  by  any  other  be* 
*<  fore  by  themielves ;   nor  that  he  could  hear  it  of 
<^  any  other  before  of  themielves*  without  prelent  ap* 
*'  prehenfion  of  fuch  jealoufies*  as  might  render 
^^  him  all  out  as  inclinable  to  tender  the  fucceffion 
*^  of  his  nephew  as  of  his  daughter*  that  can  be  but 
*'  a  Queen  at  the  f^reft.    And  therefore  that  this 
*^  too  timely  informing  the  Conftable  in  this  nice 
^*  point  might  prove  an  utter  break-neck  to  the  pro« 
**  ceediog  of  this  whole  courfe ;  which  would  not  on^ 
*^  ly  caft  him  ihort  of  his  own  particular  defired 
'*  employment  by  them  here,  but  make  his  office 
**  already  begun  there  in  JEmgland  fruitlef$  and  abor- 
"  tive»     So  that  in  th^  end  Naunton*^  conclufion 
^  was*  that  Ms  lafeft  and  fureft  way  to  come  to  his 
'-  own  eads.  would  be  to  wrap  up  the  whole  project 
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7^       FieW  of  tk  ^c^tiatidnS  heiiibeik 

"ma  deep  and  ^aiSeftt  f^^^f  ffife6feH)r  tiB  he 
•.^  fliould  i^eceive  anfwci-  f^om  j6\iihvid0[ii^;  hov^  to 
*^  pfofecUfe,*  or  orfnft  it.  Antf  P.eresfi  conclufipn 
*^  was^  that  Ndttnton  Had  bfeginfed  hJti  m  Kaftcnmg" 
«  Gst^ahce  fc  faft  iWay,  a^  he  waf  f^mtdifrcdfpfe^^^ 
*'f  hrrnfelfintd  tSiis^^  flfppery  mdtibff,  feSbtc  fie  had 
*«  l^bfef&'fof  his"  >frfts,-  and*  beaten  ouf  ^  his  cjold^ 
•*  Atics  of  confultdtifin,-  hoM^  fie  Aiigjit  heh  wc 
"  hufbahded*  fucM  dti  Cfvcttme  io  his  0)«^n  moft  ad; 
*^  vantsigei  cither  here  or  there :  and  tfiit,  if  ft  Were^ 
^'^  to  begih  a^nV  he  woiild  hstvi  ftiidicd  it  to  hive 
^  Srought  alb  hfe  etids^  clofer  tbge'th&l^  before  he 
"  ^ould  have  wri^enf  any  Wora  neredf  td  your 
**  Lordrfrip.  NauHtm  ^f^^red  hitS,  thaf  He  ^as 
•*^  alrcatdy  aflured  of  this,  that  thdr  tecfecy  in  Eng* 
"  &;fi  Would  be  futfi,  as  it  fhoidd  be  inririely  iii 
"  hisownpoWer,  after  his  anft^er  received  thenc^ 
**  th  make  the  Seft:  ^oof  arid  improveaient  of  ei- 
**  ther  Ks  employ hieof  afifefted,  or  tf(  his  fidelity  to 
**  the  King,  ahd  of  air  the  K6n6irf  atidfivour,  thdt 
^*  he  can  eipe<$  toioidiind  aporif  hSrft  from  fach  aa 
:*  office,  as  if  hi  harf  never  Wrftteii  of  tf  at  air  thi- 
••  tfiir.  If  thiffef  fh^  bfc  come  t6  your  Lordfcip. 
•*  Beiofe  your  LordfFnpV  ^Iwer  iKatfr  bfe  made  uritp^ 
«'^  hun^,  I  mpft  humfefy  befeeth  yoiif  Lordfhip  to, 
•^  make  fuch'  ofe  of  nlefe  rfiy  mWit^  as  he 

**  may  not  fufpe(9f,  tTiiat  your  Lordlliip  h^th  t^ed 
**  deepfer  inftruftionS'  m  this  myffery  from  NdurttoH*% 
'*  btit,  thah  thcmfelvcs  in  their  ami'  \thcth  thdughi' 
they  had  reafbn  to  delitcf .  He  bears'  me  iri  hand, 
**  ihzt  Mdrerica  is  nothing  fo  pri\^y  to  his  own  pri- 
vate drilrs  herein,  a*  he  hath  made  Jfa^ntvn.  Now, 
for  his  late  ihf|f^nte  to  be  difmilfed  ^'ence,  he 
holds  it  out  ffilh,  bnt  fomieWhit  remifly,  left  hii 
*'  firft  motion  of  it  fhould  feem  to  have  proceeded 
**  more  of  choler  than  of  deliberation.  He  told  me 
•*  yefterday  he^woufd  take  this  counfcl  of  his  enc- 
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EnpAnd,  France,  anJBrufkh.        f^ 

^  Mef ;  ^z. «  diey  deky  Ms  ^^er,  till  they  ftOBi 
«<  fe  what  h^  dicy  can  nflllake  of  her  Majdiy  alx>6t 
^  HKek  fif«rent  sf^rs  in  htocfs,  fo  V(riil  he  fefiinaii 
^  t^i  lente  in  Ms  pariuic  ndW  ftir  thisf  fkvour  6f 
*^  dffinilli&n  h^ce,  till  he  fliai!  have  received  anlw£^ 
•*  from  your  Lbrdfliip  coriceming  his  welcome  thE- 
•*  ther.     It  is  a  jijft  comedy  to  cortfider  hbw  M 
«  tiarts  afcjplayM  ifi  tifcif  fcche.    Firft,  PirOj  thfe 
«« ivbjbdi  otehe  intcrhidc,  plays  the  fick-6fedrid  matf, 
^  a^d  yafU  rbtbi^  kno^fli  to  Wsdk  fo  much  ar  oni 
^  daf  in  a  ili^ek  #idim  his  6wh  chamber;  fo  de^- 
''  ed  nt^Os  himfelfboth  in  nUihd  s^dbbdy  at  tbii 
''  tMAdrkdhefiL    He  is  fain  to  behis  oWn  Ucretar^, 
nbt^fthftahdhii^  this  faihtn«%  and  tb  write  fail 
<«  inind  himielf ;  his  two  folidtors,  MdhtU^  ind  Gil 
di  mfu^  ben^  iuch  demi-ffiendS,  as  tffc  iHce  ^6 
fpfcak  bnfr  \ii^6rd  to  jpleafe  hitA,  ated  t^crto  plteft 
them,  t6  ^hom  lie  tends  thenfi  to  complain.  Thft 
t5A%  Ufrifelf  {>rays  the  mu6^  atbd  tlHlt  not  b6 
^  known  ever  once  to  havfc  he^,  much:  left  to  hfc^6 
<^  bidieved,  a/ry  fuch  mipatStion  againft  hhn,  as  h6 
^^  hath  taken  all  this  hold  on.    Madame  profefleth 
^  nothing  but  zeal  to  relieve  him  ftili,  and  is  greatly 
*^  fearful  c^  making  fuch  a  lofs.    The  Conftable^ 
^  after  ten  days  ruminating  on  the  matter,  fends 
^  him  word,  that  he  caa  perceive  no  fuch  conceit  in 
the  King  ;  but  that  he  both  loves  and  tnzfts  him, 
and  is  molt  ready  to  grant  whatfofever  he  can  de^ 
mand,  maugre  the  emulations  and  envies  of  a  fort 
**  of  them,  that  knew  nothing  fo  much  as  he.    And 
••  La  Verine^  according  to  his  occupation,  preaches 
"  nothing  but  the  King's  love  towards  him.    If 
^  peace  proceed,    that  he,  his  whole  family  and 
^  goods,  their  rdlitudon  fhall  be  all  comprehended 
^  in  the  treaty.    If  not,  then  xlasxtAimfiU  fhail  not 
**  be  received  by  the  King,  but  all  his  goods  here 
^  given  to  fstiT^  in  lieu  of  thofc  he  hath  left  iii 

^' Spain, 
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^^  Spain  *.  But  his  opinion  hf  the  way  is,  that,  whe& 
«*  aU  is  done,  they  will  not  accord  upon  this  peace ; 
*^  and  then  that  die  King  will  make  a  kingly  war  at 
^^  once  by  all  the  fnoyen  he  can  raiie ;  but  all  oitfy 
*^  intended  to  win  an  honouraUe  peace  througl^ 
**  out  France^  that  after  he  may  retire  himfelf ,  as 
^^  he  hiEdi  long  defired,  into  h^  private  pleafures 
^  and  eafes,  without  clog^ng  himfelf  any  more 
^*  with    thefe  public   incumbrances  :  That  when 
^  he  ihall  thus  have  made  himlelf  a  King  indeed, 
^*  he  is  relieved  to   make  choice  of  tome  few 
fpedal  counfellors,  to  hold  always  about  him ;: 
amongft  whom  Perez  is  deftinated  to  be  none  of 
the  l&ift,  &r.  So  that  he  will  have  patience  yet  a 
^^  while,  to  bear  with  thofe  envies,  till  their  fcdnds 
^  ihaU  be  accompliihed,  (^c.    Thefe  fweet  charms, 
*^'  though  he  cannot  build  his  Faith  upon  tkem,  yet 
*^  he  feels  himfelf  tickled  with  them  for  tlie  time  s 
««  and  ukes  this  contentation  out  of  hb  own  wiidom 
and  experience,  that  he  cannot  be  io  fimple  as  to 
believe  them.    But  Saney  f  takes  a  quite  contrary 
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A  In  the  negotiations  for  the  peace  at  Vemnnt^  Henry  IV.  in* 
fifted  fbongly  on  Pirez\  pardon :  but  the  Spaniards  alleged,  that^ 
Le  having  fled  from  the  Inquifitiony  the  King  could  not  par- 
don him;  nor,  if  he  returned  to  Spain,  hinder  that  Court  from 
feizing  him.  In  fereral  of  his  letten  Ptrm  fpeaks  of  Henry  IV .*s 
having  promifed  him  not  to  refiore  the  Duke  iPJumale  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  Span,  until  his  wife,  children,  and  eftate,  were  reflored 
to  him;  and  of  that  King^s  haying  pcffifted  in  that  refoludon^ 
nntil  this  difficulty,  concerning  the  inquifition,  was.  ftarted  by 
the  Spmmards.    Geddei,  ubi  fupra,  p.  402. 

f  Nicholas  de  Hariay,  Baron  de  Saney ,  who  was  fent  over  by 

J  he  King  into  England  in  1 596.  He  had  formerly  been  Matter 
f  the  Requefts,  and  had  engaged  hit  whole  fortune,  in  order  to 
raife  a  body  of  Snvift  troops  for  the  fervice  of  Henry  III*  Ift 
I  g  8S ;  and  was  afterwards  Intendant  of  the  Finances,  in  which 

dhe  was  fucceeded  by  Monfr.  de  Rejny,  afterwards  Duke  Jt 
y.  Mr.  de  Perejixe.  in  his  Hifioire  de  Henry  IV.  Part  III- 
fays,  he  was  a  inan  of  great  intrepidity,  and  feared  no  perfoD, 
when  he  aded  for  his  Matter's  fcrvicet  but  was  fbmewhat  roug^ 
and  free  in  his  language  towards  him.  . 
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"  coude  to  all  the  reft,  to  encounter  his  choler  with 
**  choler.  Why  ?  Hath  he  not  his  penfion  duly 
••  paid  him  ?  Is  he  not  made  counfellor  £Efiat  for 
"  his  reputation  ?  And  whither  will  he  go  ?  Or  were 
"  he  abfent  here,  whither  could  he  betake  himfelf 
more  advifedly  than  hither,  to  be  either  compre- 
hended in  this  peace,  if  it  go  forward ;  or  to  live 
at  eafe  upon  his  penfion,  if  war  continue  ?  This 
^  chiding  part  nettles  him  more  than  all  the  reft 
"  He  hath  written  to  this  his  chaftifer  a  very  round 
"  letter  above  all  the  reft.  And  in  this  heat  he  hath 
^^  imparted  to  me  that  deep  fecret,  which  he  hath 
"  often  g^nced  at  heretofore,  but  would  never  clu-' 
ck)ate  it  till  now.  I  am  bold  to  participate  it  to 
your  Lordfliip  by  fo  fure  a  bearer,  as  the  laft  mat« 
*^'  ter  of  wdght,  that  I  am  now  like  to  get  of  him ; 
**  for  which  1  account  myfelf  more  beholding  to  his 
**  prelent  choler,  than  I  could  be  to  all  his  former 
"  Icindncffcs, 

**  At  his  living  fo  domeftically  with  &ancy  thie 

•*  laft  fummer  was  a  twelve-month,    after  inter-*^ 

•*  courfe  of  due  confidence  between  them,  Sancy  at 

^'  length  being  great,  as  it  fhould  (eehi,  delivered 

*'  himfelf  into  this  midwife's  hands  of  a  vain  oftenta- 

**  don  of  his  own  eftate  and  wealth,  that  he  had 

g^ed  fuch  and  fuch  a  huge  mafs  of  treafure  by 

gaming  and  play  \  That  he  had  furnifhed  many 

**  of  the  King's  greateft  neceffities  of  himfelf  alone, 

^^  what  by  the  loan  of  his  own  ftock  unto  him,  and 

"  what  by  the  pawning  of  a  great  value  of  rich  jew- 

**  ek  into  Germany  for  his  ufc :  That  he  made  ac- 

*'  count  the  King  would  have  finifhed  all  his  wars 

here  in  France  within  a  year  or  two  at  moft ;  and 

that  then  he  had  promifed  to  repay  him  the  Hrft 

•*  of  all  the  debts  he  owed,  and  to  lend  him  under- 

"  hand,  being  Superintendent  of  his  Finances,  fome 

"  150,000  crowns  for  two  years.     Now  that  with 

^^  this  means,  and  by  the  intelligences,  obligations, 
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,*'  and  aOiftances  of  his  manjr  friends,  which  he  had 

. "  treafured  up  in  Suijife^  and  thofe  confines,    he 

*'  would,  at  his  pleafure,  without  any  difficulty  at 

^'  all,  make  his  entrance  into  the  State  of  MilMt 

*'  take  the  Town  itfelf,   and  poflfels  himfelf  of  that 

/«  Duchy.     Yea,  he  was  fo  ready  in  laying  out  all 

.  ^'  this  expediuon  in  maps  and  medials,  which  he 

"  had  rejidy-drawn,  and  limned  out  by  him,  as  Pe- 

^^  rez  could  not  but  amufe  himfelf  at  the  blindnds 

^'  of  his  ambition.    Had  he  not  been  alike  free  in 

committing  unto  him  divers  other  (ecrets  of  con- 

fequence,  as  of  t{ie  King's  late  capital   fpleen 

againil  the  Duke  of  Bmllon  *,  of  his  like  diffidence 

and  exceptiqjis  s^i^ft  your  Lordfhip;  of  his 

new-entertained  defign  touching  this  new-found 

fucceffion,  f£c.  a  man  might  have  imagined,  that 

this  had  been  but  a  feigned  confidence,  ^devifed  to 

make  trial  of  PereZy  either  of  his  judgment  in 

believing,  or  of  his  fecrecy  in  keeping  fuch  an  en- 

terprize  to  himfelf. 

Not  long  after  this  fecret  thus  imparted  to  P/^ 

rez^  the  King  grew  into  this  firanknefs  with  Sancy^ 

*'  totellhim,howtheConftablehad  two  or  three  rimes 

''  wondered  at  Sancy^s  fo  much  engaging  himfelf  and 

all  his  eftate  fo  deeply  in  the  King's  affairs,  as  he 

did.     Certesy  faith  he,  either  be  loves  ymr  Majefty 

more  than  one  man  can  love  another  -,  or  elfe  he 

bath  fame  high  defign  in  his  head  anfwerible  to 

*'  this  deep  obligation  befeeks  to  f often  on  your  Ma- 

jefty.    The  King  anfwered  him  briefly,  that  all 

the  reafon  of  Sancy^&  undertaking  for  him  was, 

que  fe  brujk  tout  en  amour  de  moy.  This  too  much 

infinuation  of  the  King  to  Sancy  Perez  would 

needs  interpret  it  for  a  fufpicious  furmife  of  the 

King's  own  head,  fuddenly  diicharged  upon  him 

in  the  Confliable  his  enemy's  name,  haply  to  ob- 

•'  ferve  what  countenance  Sancy  would  fet  on  fuch  a 

"  charge,  being  taken  at  uaawarcs.    And  he  infers 

"  here- 
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**  hireupon,  that  either  Sancy  had  opened  this  af- 
*^  feAation  in  a  like  manner  to  fome  other  body, 
**  that  may  have  betrayed  it  to  the  King ;  or  elfe 
**  that  the  King  of  himfelf  hath  fame  fuch  plot  ia 
••  apprehenfibn.  For  his  own  part,  he  prot^fteth 
^^  UDto  me,  that  he  never  imparted  it  to  any  but  on- 
^^  ly  to  MartncQ  at  Roan ;  and  that  then  he  con- 
^  jurcd  him  to  keep  this  only  fecret  from  the  Ear! 
^*  of  Efix-  26i  his  coming  into  England*^  which  whe- 
^  ther  Mareueo  did,  or  not,  your  Lordfhip  can  bcft 
"  gueft.  For  myfelf,  he  neither  bad  me  nor  for- 
^  bad  me  to  communicate  it  to  your  Lordfhip. 
^  If  Somrjr,  in  his  oftentative  humour,  have  opened 
^*  this  bis  own  afpiring  unto  any  other,  it  may  be 
^*  that  the  dete£tion  hereof  hath  been  one  of  the 
^  principal  cauies,  among  others,  of  his  late  dif* 
^  grace  with  the  King.  It  may  be  again,  that  this 
^'  affeftation  was  not  the  leafl:  caufe  of  his  late 
*'  diange  in  religion,  whereby,  feeking  to  make  him 
*^  more  capable  of  the  end  of  his  defigns,  it  feaftia 
*'  he  hath  defeated  himfelf  of  the  means,  whereby 
•*  to  come  to  do  it.  I  doubt  he  is  now  fo  far  off 
**  from  borrowing  any  fuch  great  fums  of  overplus 
•*  out  of  the  King's  coflfers,  as  he  will  hardly  ever 
•*  recover  his  lending. 

*^  The  King  hath  now  ended  his  diet,  and  is  grown 
•*  more  accefGble  than  before.  Duke  Montfenfier^ 
**  and  Duke  de  Mayenne^  and  Le  Grande  were  fenC 
*'  for  in  the  6ther  day,  after  a  reafonable  ftay  made 
^*  at  the  door :  But  Duke  d-Rfpernon^  that  was  in 
^  their  company,  was  left  waiting  a  good  fpace  af« 
**  tcr  them.  He  is  a  fuitor  for  Matignon*%  late  go- 
**  vemmcnt  in  Guienne.  The  King  offers  it  Mar- 
**  (hal  Biron ;  but  he  refufes  it,  unlcfs  he  may  have 
^  other  conditions^  adjoined  to  it.  This  refufal  of 
^*  the  Marfiial  malcontented  the-  King  no  lefs  than 
**  the  King's  refufal  of  the  other  competitor  doth 
^^  d^Efpernon.    He  was  this'laft  week  an  interceflbr 
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*^  to  the  King  in  favour  of  an  dd  Financier,  whofe 
<«  acquittance  for  all  old  back-reckonings  he  had 
*^  procured  to  be  figned  at  the  laft  King's  hands ; 
^^  but  now  the  old  man  is  called  to  a  rear-account 
**  by  de  Rofny^  and  the  other  new  officers.  The 
King  being  fomewhat  preflcd  by  d^Efpermn  to 
ratify  this  adt  and  difchargc  granted  by  his  pre- 
deceffor^  whereof  he  produced  Umfelf  for  wit- 
**  nels^  &r.  was  thus  repulfed  in  plain  terms,  ^o* 
**  you  were  a  mignon  to  my  predeceffoTj  yet  I  will 
^*  have  it  known  tmtoyouy  that  I  will  have  no  mignon 
at  alL  Thoie,  that  are  acquainted  with  ^E^er*^ 
hon^s  nature,  can  hardly  peifuade  themfelves,  that 
^^  he  can  fwallow  fuch'a  pill  without  a  regeftioii 
'^  fooner  or  later.  He  departed  exceeding  filent ; 
^^  yet  fome  give  it  out,  that  he  is  going  about  I 
*'  know  not  what  enterprize  for  Calais.**  '        ^.. 

On  the  25th  of  the  fame  month  DeeembiTt  VS97f 
O.  S.  Mr.  Naunton  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the 
Eariof  ^;^: 

//  m^  pleafe  your  Lordfiip^ 

^  My  ib  bounden  duty  muft  fiill  embolden  me 
'*  to  prefent  your  Lord  (hip  w:ich  an  account  of  that 
^'  little  I  can  learn  while  I  remain  here.  I  lay  too 
much,  when  I  fay  it  is  too  little,  it  being  in  efFeft 
nothing  at  all.  But  as,  when  I  have  feemed  here- 
tofore to  write  fomewhat,  I  might  truly  fay,  that 
hoc  aliquid  nihil  eratj  ib  it  may  be,  e  con^erfo^ 
.that  now,  when  I  muft  profefs  to  write  nothing, 
^*  hoc  nihil  erit  aliquid.  Their  extraordinary  ab- 
^^  ftrufeneis  in  their  late  confultations  here  hath  ex- 
^*  cited  Mr.  Edmondes  as  extraordinarily  to  find  them. 
^^  The  certainty,  if  there  be  any,  I  muft  leave  them 
**  CO  his  indmation,  who  hath  omitted  no  means  xo 
**  anfwcr  his  charge*  For  myfelf,  the  neareft  cer- 
^^  tainty   that  I  can  reach  is,  that  they  can  yet 
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**  ttklvc  on  no  certainty.     We  have  been  men  of' 
*'  nnoy  minds  iince  my  h&  by  Mr.  Caftell^  which 
^'  I  then  made  account  Ihould  have  been  my  hOt 
**  from   hence.       The   Clergy-negotiators   grofly 
pleached  at  the  firft  nothing  but  then-  peace,  and 
by  coniequence  themfelves    the  peace-makers. 
Here  were  harangues  printed  in  Italian^'  both  hor« 
tatory  and  gratulatory ,  as  of  a  deed  done  ;  and 
^*  all,  that  they  might  not  be  thought  to  have  done 
juft  nothing  in  all  their  long  treaty.     The  French 
hammered  upon  the  fame  ativil,  but  with  a  diverfe 
ftrokc,  that  themfelves  might  not  be  thought  to 
**  have  hung  forth  falle  colours  all  this  while.     To 
**  perfuade  us  all  the  kindlier,  and  yet  £>  as  when 
*^  we  were  deceived,  we  might  blame  none  but  our* 
^*  iehres,   they  ftill  objefted  petty  fcruples,   and 
^'  would  needs  feem  incredulous  of  the  winding  up 
**  of  this  peace,  that  we  might  obliquely  be  drawn 
^*  to  be  fo  much  the  more  credulous  and  apprehen-^ 
^^  five  of  it,  upon  their  fo  maidenly  diflembling  of 
*'  it.    To  this  end  it  was  given  out,  that  when  the 
<^  Cardinal  /eemed  mofl;  greedy  of  peace,  it  was 
^<  wi£iom  to  fufpeft  his  mod  intention  flood  for 
^'  war;  that  whcnibever  he  fhould  haply  appear  in 
*'  profeflion  of  hoftility  indeed,  we  might  be  fb 
*^  fubdl,  as  to  conceive,  that  he  then  fought  intirely 
for  peace.     One  while  he  would  hold  it  out,  to 
try,  whether  the  King  could  gather  his  forces 
again  into  the  field  -,  and  then  forfboth  he  would 
grow  more  amiable,  as  he  did  before  Amiens. 
Another  while  all  this  peace  was  to  be  difcufTed, 
and  kept  fecret,  till  the  Proteftants  fhould  be  re- 
"  duced  to  like  better  of  it.     And  if  they  fhall 
*^  fhew  themfelves  s^rieved,  and  in  jealoufy  of  it, 
•*  they  are  to  be  anfwered,  that  their  own  jealoi  s 
*^  machination  and  practices  to  increafe  upon  the 
^^  State  at  home^  while  the  Catholics  are  imploying 
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^»  and  (peftiSing  thcmfelves  upon  the  foreign  en^my, 
*^  have  been  the  principal  inducement,  that  enforced 
'**  the  King  to  hearken  after  iheu:  unreafonable  pc*ce'; 
**  fo  as  the  conclufion  was,  that  they  could  neither 
*'  make  any  found  war  abroad,  for  fear  of  our  ufl- 
**  found  home  neighbours ;  and  nKich  left  aity  found 
*^  peace  at  home.  Hius  ftill  thefe  true-meatiidg  men 
•*  would  deceive  us  with  nothing  b«t  mere  truths, 
*'  pretending  a  faint  mifdoubt  of  ncfw  wats,  that 
*^  we  might  apprehend  the  more  ftrongly,  that  diey 
**  intended  nothing  but  a  fmbthered  peace.  And 
•*  yet  by  the  way,  this  one  allegation  of  the  Pro- 
"  tcftantd  dangerous  encroachments  muft  fef^e  one 
^*  turn  triore,  to  impeach  the  late  forwardnefs  for 
**  rattfyiiig  the  articles  pretended  for  thefr  fetif- 
**  faAion,  that  other  confideration  beilig  adjqfced 
<•  to  it  of  injealoufing  the  Catholics,  and  re-incKrdng 
♦*  them  to  their  old  humour  of  the  League.  But  If 
f*  we  will  not  be  thus  quick-witted  to  apprehend  all 
"  by  contraries,  fpeciaHy  when  we  IhaJl  bear>  that 
"  the  King  bf  Spain  hath  lately  repaired  his  credit 
**  with  all  his  merchants,  both  for  his  debts  paft, 
*^  and  for  the  finifliing  of  his  future  c\M^  for  thefe 
*•  twenty  months  to  come  ;  now  feeing  no  fuch  rea- 
«*  fon,  why  he  (hould*  affedt  to  redeem  this  Ptench 
*•  peace  with  fuch  loud  conditions  ad  they  have 
•*  given  out ;  their  difcourie  made  a  fteop  from 
♦«  a  peace  to  a  truce,  that  would  fit  both  their  turns 
"  beft  of  all ;  the  Spaniard  having,  for  the-prefent, 
f '  to  arm  his  territories  in  Italy^  until  their  ncighbour- 
"  broils  there  fhall  be  drawn  to  a  head-;  and  the 
-•*  French  having  to  purfue  his  enterprizc  of  Bri" 
**  iagncy  to  make  fo  ncceffary  an  example  of  Duke 
**  Mercoeur  to  all  the  reft  of  his  Realm.  Yea,  and  with- 
f«  al,  this  fuggeftion  of  truce  may  haply  whet  her 
?*  Majefty  more  than  that  former  of  peacie  itfelf,  for 
**  fear  that  while  the  King  (hall  have  gMied  this 
f  time  to  chaftife  Duke  Mercoeur^  left  the  King  of 
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jj^tf/ff,  befides  his  anfwering  his  prelent  occafions 
in  liafyj  fhall  fte2l  a  like  leifure  to  attempt  fotne 
enterprize  upon  England  and  Ireland.     But  when' 
"  this  purpoie  is  aniwered,  that  neither  the  King  of 
Spain  will  of  likelihood  fuffer  Duke  Mercoeur  ta 
periih  for  any  foch  petty  revenge  upon  her  Ma- 
**  j^,  nor  the  Frtnch  King  will  dare  to  lofc  her 
Majefty'  and  States  for  fi>  wreaking  of  his  anger 
upon  Duke  Mercoeur.    Here  then  comes  in  their 
^  da(h  of  non  point  peace,  nor  truce  at  all. 

"  Hence  we  may  fuppofe  this  to  have  been  the 
^.  mathematical  circle  and  compafs  of  their  policy 
^^  all  this  while,  that  as  they  have  heretofore  pra£li- 
^^  fed  to  build  and  work  out  their  peace  with  Spain 
^'  out  of  thdr  confederacy  with  England^  and  the 
^*  Low  Couniriis ;  fo  that  now  the  Cardinal  hath 
**  apprehended^  that  by  the  very  like  fetch  they 
**  have  fought  to  advance  and  augment  the  ftrength 
^  and  conditions  of  thofe  confederacies  out  of  this 
*^  bis  late  pretended  conformity  to  paciBcate  with 
^^  them  :  And  therefore  that  it  was  time  for  him  to 
^*  diiciaim  his  zeal  to  fuch  pacification,  before  the  ap- 
preheolion  thereof  ihould  have  foldered  the  State  of 
England,  and  the  Low  Conniries,  too  faft  unto 
them.  To  fupprefs  and  cure  this  inconvenience  by 
retention,  and  concealing  all  they  can,  the  Gene* 
**  ral  Francifian  is  come  home  poffeiTcd  with  a 
**  dumb  (pirit,  and  lives,  as  it  were,  interred  in  the 
'^  doiiler  of  the  Cordeliers.  Surmiles  were  caii:  abroad 
^*  in  Cout,  that  the  King  had  had  two  fecret  con- 
"  ferences  with  him,  one  in  the  foreft,  and  another 
"  by  night.  Whether  it  be,  that  having  nothing  to 
"  r^fe  any  current  matter  of,  they  imagined  their 
*^  feeming  clofe  and  fecret  will  be  their  beft  rhetoric 
^  to  make  us  fufpec^  what  they  would  faineft  have 
^  us ;  or  wi^ther  they  are  confounded  and  afliamtd 
'•  within  themfelves,  to  have  given  out  fuch  conft- 
*^  dent  aa4  facing  adfurances^  of  their  abortive  peace  ; 
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**  they  have  now  nothing  left  to  fpeak  of  but  I  know 
*^  not  '^\i2xEngltJb  Embaflfadors  already  on  the  way  \ 
^^  for  whom  there  muft  be  perniilfion  of  poft  horfes 
^'  belpoken  in  all  the  hade  on  this  fide  the  lea,  be- 
^*  fore  they  be  booted  and  fpurred  on  that  fide,  as 
^^  far  as  we  can  conceive.  It  feems  their  own  con« 
**  fcience  of  their  difguifed  proceedings,  both  with 
*^  her  Majefty,  and  the  Cardinal,  hath  infpired  them 
^'  with  Ibme  mifdoubt  of  a  retaliation  from  them 
^^  both ;  as  if,  finding  themfelves  of  both  fides  thus 
*^  provoked  by  them,  they  might  haply  grow  to 
^^  accord  between  themfelves  apart,  fo*  to  chaftife 
*'  thefe  deceivers  with  their  own  wiles. 

But  to  leave  this  jargon  about  their  bottomlefs 
peace  with  Spain^  for  the  Legate  to  amufc  him- 
♦'  felf  upon,  who  fits  ftill  clofe  upon  it  at  5/.  ^in- 
**  iin*Sy  and  to  come  to  the  war  of  Bretagne^  whith 
•*  feems  to  be  the  more  refolved  on  of  the  two.  It 
^^  is  now  more  than  a  fortnight  fince  Mont-Martin 
^*  was  addreflfed  thither  to  procure  all  neceflary  pro- 
^  vifions  in  a  readincfs  againft  mxA-January  of  their 
^'  ftyle.  But  fince  that  expedition  is  rejourned  till 
<*  the  next  month,  by  reaibn  of  many  wants  and 
^*  difficulties  objedted.  It  were  fair  for  the  King, 
*'  if  he  could  at  once  intirciy  recover  that  Duchy 
**  into  his  hands.  As  for  Savoy^  Dejdiguteres  pro- 
^*  ceeds  there  ftill  like  a  Conqueror,  beating  the 
Duke's  forces,  and  fpoiling  his  country,  if  our 
printed  pamphlets  may  be  believed.  And  Picardf 
is  yet  as  clear  as  ordinarily  it  hath  been  in  the 
*'  reign  of  their  mbft  flouri(hing  Princes.  But  all 
'*  the  doubt  is,  how  the  Cardinal  will  be  kept  m 
**  within  his  French  bounds,  when  the  King  (hall 
^  have  drawn  out  his  forces  fo  far  ofi^.  Four  thou- 
^*  fai)d  EngJifomon  would  have  come  exceeding  fea- 
*f  fbnably  to  have  lerved  his  turn  at  fuch  a  lift  as 
*'  this  \  for  we  doubt  he  will  hardly  be  ftrong  enough 
M  pf  hii^fdf  to  conquer  Puke  Msrcotur^  and  defend 
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*^  Picardy  both  at  once.  And  although  he  fhodd 
^^  leave  the  Conftable,  de  Mayntj  and  Marfhal  de 
*^  Biratty  all  three  behind  him,  to  giiani  their  back- 
*•  door,  as  it  b.  yet  determined  •,  yet  the  French 
'*  itmembrance  of  the  fufpicious  wavering  of  his 
**  beft-rcfolvcd  men  the  other  day  before  Amiens^ 
''  when  it  came  to  the  pulh  there,  being  laid  toge- 
*'  ther  ¥dth  the  late  fuccefslels  enterprizes,  both  of 
**  Marfhal  de  Biron  for  Marieburge^  and  of  d*Efper- 
**  if^fbr  Caldlsy  befides  divers  other  former  de- 
<*  (igns  fruftrat^  in  the  like  fort,  they  make  the 
«^  mod  men  apprehend,  that  little  will  he  done  any 
«*  thing  effeftually,  without  the  King's  own  pre- 
**  fence.  We  muft  leave  this  point  therefore  as  in- 
»^  difcufled  as  the  former,  till  they  have  received 
«'  iome  heartening  reiolution  from  her  M^efty, 
*'  which'  is  now  wearifomely  longed  for  on  all 
««  hands. 

^^  Thefe  late  crois  and  perplex  overtures  have 
^«  overturned  the  top  of  the  ncw-affcdted  State, 
**  whereof  1  wrote  in  my  former,  which  begun  too 
•*  violently  to  continue.  The  King  was  not  fo  lofty 
**  then,*  but  fince  this  phyQc  he  is  become  as  low^ 
<*  ly,  that  I  ufe  no  lower  terms.  The  Great  ones 
«*  about  him  do  now  complain  them  of  his  too*too 
«*  unieemly  familiarities  with  them,  which  are  toa 
**  homely  for  my  pen  to  exprefs  unto  your  Lordlhip. 
«'  1  muft  borrow  a  piece  0/  one  of  Tulfy^s  familiareft 
<^  epifUes  to  report  his  Stoicifin  in  one  particular^ 
*'  th^t  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  Stoic  in  many  others. 
«*  jiiuBi  Sieici^  faith  he,  crepitus  ^equt  Uteres  ac 
**  tMffus  ejfe  oportere.  This,  methinxs,  Ihould  be 
<<  one  of  thole  liberties,  that  a  Prince  (hould  leaflr 
<'  ufe,  efpeciaily  in  prefence  of  fuch,  as  Duke  de 
'*  MapiC^  Le  Grande  and  others  of  that  quality,  who 
**  have  not  fparcd,  within  thefe  few  days,  to  ipeak 
^  fo  difdainhillly  of  (his  and  divers  other  more  grofi 
*'  tndejcorumsi  ordinarily  ufed  in  hbnakedneis,  whiles 
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^  he  dreifesor  fhifts  him&If ;  tani  defingeriis^  £u^ 
they,  as  they  bear  themfelves  afliamed  of  him,  as 
of  a  cranfpoirted,  or  rather  a  transformed  and  an 
^«  inchanted  perfon ;  and  as  I  can  but  biulh  thus  to 
^*  fliadow  them  to  your  Lordffup  \  and  yet  I  am  in 
^(  duty  to  glance  thus  atl  them,  that  your  Lord- 
^  ihtp  may  not  err,  as  I  know  many  do,  in  their 
<<  admkauoR  of  a  perfon  mofl:  admired,  ¥^here  he  is 
^  fcaft  known. 

"  Thtefe  fame  anxieties  have  likewise  diverted  that 
^  other  projaft  of  the  King's  miftre(s*s  marriage. 
^  As  he  projeAed  and  caO:  himielf  iQtvmediately  out 
^  of  his  garboils  into  her  bofom  ;  ib  now  he  is  of 
^  force  to  quit  her  lap,  and  to  return  to  his  former 
^  biaft  into  the  field.  It  feems  her  fortune  hath 
<<  confpired  with  her  quality  to  render  her  a  nnore 
«<  kindly  companion  under  a  tent,  than  under  a  ca- 
"  nopy.  Yet,  left  all  I  have  colleded  heretofore,  as 
^  well  out  of  Sanef^  own  afiertion  to  PeriT^  as  out 
^*  of  divers  other  circun^ftances  concerning;  that  par- 
^  ticular  affeflation,  left  thiB  (hould  (eem  jejane 
^  conje&urals,  I  have  this  to  add  (ince  ipy  former, 
^^  that  here  was  firft  a  feafonaUe  bruit  ratied  of  the 
^  death  of  the  King's  wife ;  and  thereupon  that  Ma^ 
^  dam  Sourdj^^  the  King's  miftrefe's  aunt,  wanted 
^  not  the  audacity  to  move  the  Xing  to  entertain 
^^  her  niece  in  marriage,  and  that  with  luch  ap  ex* 
^^  poftulatory  kind  of  inftance,  as  extorted. this  fen- 
^^  hble  anfwer  ff om  him,  that  fucfa  a  motion  would 
^^  be  but  a  means  to  broach*  new  diril  buoils  i^efore 
^*  their  old  were  half-fettled ;  and  thjit  be  would  in 
^  c£k&  tender  both  her  own  oftate,  as  a  hufband; 
*^  dsid  her  childrens,  as  a  father  ihouki  do,  howfo- 
^  ever  the  times  muft  infbnce  her  to  difpenf^  with 
^  htm  for  the  bare  name  and  title  a&ded,  Cffr. 
•*  He  isJiow  coming  to  Paris^  from  whence  he  pur-^ 
^'  pofedi  xo  Moncea$t$Cy  thence  to  FontameiUau^  and 
^  fo  towards  Bretdgnt. 
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**  As  for  the  intelligence  tendered  thither  by  Afo- 
^  renco^s  and  Perez's  late  letters ;  Ptret  hath  fince< 
**  upon'  certain  Iplecns  entertained  between  thenn^ 
**  conceived  fo  dangeroufly  of  Marenc^'s  nature^ 
^  and  of  his  privity  thereunto,  as  hd  now  begins  to 
•*  conmatulate  it  to  himfeif,  that  he  hath  yet  gone 
•*  no  farther  in  Aat  tiefign :  And  were  it  not,  that 
?*  he  ftays  himlHf  i«ith  an  cxpetJlation  of  yo&r  Lx>rd- 
"  Ihip^s  anlwer,  he  would  have  been  opening  ^ 
**  the  matter  to  the  ConftaWe  ere  thfe,  of  pare  jea- 
•*  loufy,  feft  -rfie  other  Jhould  prevent  him  in  that 
^  good  office.  He  is  greedy  and  (harp-fct  t6  fnaltctt 
"  ait  this  new  ovcfttfre  of  our  newiy^-bruitcd  Embaf- 
^  fadors,  to  accompanj^  thein  in  their  return  home- 
•*  ward,  nocwithihmding  all  the  careffes,  that  they 
•*  can  emertmn  him  withal  here ;  which  makes  m6 
**  in  defire  to  haften  lb  much  the  more  fr^m  hence^; 
**  might  I  once  receive  your  Lord(hip*s  approbatioti 
!^  thereunto. 

*'  Madame's  laftproteftatadn  to  him,for  her  taking 
"  him  with  her  into  Lorrain^  is  frtoved  but  a"cbm- 
**  pfiment ;  yet  very  eXcufable  in  her,  that  hath 
•*  been  fo  much  deceived  herfelf  in  that  Ibhjflft,' 
^  She  is  returned  hither  a  fickly  maid,  and  beard 
"  the  (ermon  this  afternoon  in  her  bed. 

^*  And  thus,  after  pardon  crAved  for  all  wy-bold-' 
^  ncfs,  - 1  moft  humbly  tacke  leave. 

"  Tour  Lordfbip^s  dewtsd  and  hounden^ 

Decemb.  25. 0.  S. 

[^597-]  ^^*  Natmton. 

Mr.  Naunton^%  next  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Effex 
was  on  the  6th  of  January^  ^597*8,  O.  S.  in  which 
he  obferves,  that,  in '  one  of  his  former  letters,  he 
had  irtformed  his  Lordftiip,  that  P^^z  had  Written 
a  malcontent  letter  to  Monfr.  de  Sancj^  -who  thought 
proper  not  to  return  any  anfwer,  till  Perez's  heat 
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was  abated ;  and  then  he  wrote  one  in  foft  terms^ 
diverting  fucb  imputations^  as  Perez  bad  apprehended 
againSk  bim^  to  fome  want  of  ingenuity  in  Marenco'j 
relattons^  wbo^  being  the  f>le  mejfenger  between  tbem^ 
feems  to  bane  frnmed  and  jitted  bis  interlocutions  mort 
to  bis  awn  tum-ferving^  tbaH  to  eitber  Of  their  very 
meanings,  Tbisjweet  demeanour  of  Sancy  recover* 
ed  Perez  ftrait  to  bis  old  correjpondence  with  bim^ 
as  a  man  all  out  as  foon  recondled  as  offended. 

'^  Here  arrived,  adds  Mr.  Naunton,  loon  after 
•*  thefe  inclofed  of  Signr.  BaJfadona\  Their  corf- 
^*  tent3  be  found  fo  ape  to  ferve  many  turns,  as  he 
could  not  fupprefs  them  an  hour  by  him ;  but  to 
Sancy  they  were  lent.  The  King  was  the  day 
*^  following  entertained  by  Sancy  at  h'ls  houfe. 
•*  Whereupon  Perez  will  needs  prefume,  that  Baffa^ 

V  dona*%  letters  were  communicated  to  him.  The 
King  was  no  fooner  gone  hence  to  Monceaux^ 
but  Sancy  fent  back  Bajfadona's  letters,  with  thefe 

^^  other  inclofed  of  his  own,  to  P^re2;  upon  ^^J^p^yZ/^jr 
^^  laft,  Perez  took  heart  upon  this  anfwer,  as  if 
*'  the  Earl  of  EJfex's  eftate  in  Englandy  being  fo 

V  nearly  linked  with  his  own  in  France^  had  now  ren- 
*^  dersd  him  fo  much  the  more  redoubtable  in  their 
•*  eyes  here,  than  he  had  felt  himfelf  hard  before^ 

Now  as  BaJfadona*s  letters  took  a  ftroke  here  to 
eftablilh  an  eftimation  of  Pere^^  credit  in  Eng- 
^^  land  with  them  here,  as  he  bears  himlelf  in  hand ; 
•*  fo  muft  Naunton  needs  convey  thefe  other  of 
^^  Sancy' %  thither,  to  imprint  a  no  le(s  reputation 
'^  there  of  bis  intereft  in  their  opinions  here.  I  muft 
^'  have  been  much  alhamed  thus  to  have  taken  upon 
^'  me  to  prcfent  your  Lordlhip  with  thefe  idle  pre- 
<'  milTes,  had  not  enfued  upon  their  fequela  matter 
^^  of  more  confideration,  and  particularly  pertinent 
^<  ro  a  fpeciality,  that  I  lb  lately  treated  of  oiore  at 
'^  large  in  thole  I  fent  by  Mr.  Caflell.  And  yet  have 
^^  I  ail  the  rather  thus  deduced  my  narration  ufquo 
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*^  4(  avif^  that  your  Lordfhip  might  the  clearlier 
**  fee  into  the  whole  tenor  and  J)roccdure  of  their 
^  doings ;  and  how  one  overture  hath  drawn  on 
**  another  from  the  beginning  of  their  breach,  in 
•'  which  my  former  letters  left  thtem. 

This  gentle  farewel,  &  mey  ut  foles^  ama^  k 
wrought  fo  kindly  with  Perez^  efpecially  he  being, 
on  the  other  (ide,  now  half-diicouraged  by  your 
Lordfliip's  lb  long  filence,  that  the  propofition 
^  of  their  late  fecret,  which  I  lent  by  Conftance^ 
*^  was  like  now  to  work  him  no  great  good  from 
^  thence,  that  needs  he  mufl  to  Sancy  without  any 
'*  body's  privity  but  his  own  ;  and,  cutting  off  all 
^^  thofe  formef  doubtful  deliberations,  whether  to 
^^  broach  ttus  great  iecret,  of  which  he  had  now 
grown  great,  and  that  in  great  pain  lb  long  a  time, 
unco  the  King  himfelf,  or  unto  his  Miftreis, 
^*  or  unto  the  Conftable,  he  thought  it  fhould  be 
**  beft  employed  to  renew  that  old,  and  almoft 
^'  now  aboUfhed  league  of  fecrecy,  which  had  been 
**  contra&ed  and  confirmed  by  fo  many  mutual  con- 
^^  fidences  between  Sancy  and  himfelf ;  to  renew  it, 
I^lay,  by  the  intimation  of  that  whole  difcourle 
touching  the  King's  Miftrefs's  affeded  intelligence 
with  our  Embal&dor.  After  Sancy^s  religious 
^  proteftation  in  the  faith  of  a  gentleman  never  to 
^^  betray  his  author,  nor  to  treat  hereof  at  any  hand 
*•  without  both  their  confents  and  privities,  he  dc* 
^*  fivcred  unto  him  the  ftory  all  at  length,  how  he 
"  came  to  the  fight  ofGrofo*^  letters  to  ourEmbaf- 
^  fador ;  and  how  they  were  committed  to  his  trull, 
"to  be  lafcly  conveyed  into  England.  This  one 
*^  only  circumllance  he  tells  me  that  he  dilguifed  a 
"  litde,  viz.  that  he  had  fent  them  fealed  up,  and 
*'  indorled  to  our  EmbalTadors  *,  but  that  he  had  in- 
"  cloled  them  for  their  more  aflurance,  6f^.  within 
^*  a  letter  of  his  own,  that  he  had  fent  to  the  Earl  of 
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^  EfeXi  in  congratulation  of  his  late  return,  Now^ 
^'  whether  your  Lordfhip  had  caufed  them  to  be 
^*  delivered  according  to  their  indorfement,  or  n^ght 
haply  have  intercepted  this ;  that,  he  faid,  heoauft 
leave  to  the  event,  as  a  thing,  whereof  he  reftei 
•*  uncertain.  Naunton  found  him  fo  fufpiciool^ 
*^  forward  of  himfelf,  for  having  intimated  all  tfiis 
^^  matter  thus  to  Sancy^  without  attending  y6ur 
^^  Lord(hip*s  anfwer  any  longer,  according  as  before 
^^  he  had  promifed,  that  he  would ;  that  he  held  it 
••  bootlefs  to  expoftulate  this  incongruity,  it  being 
^^  now  all  too  late,  after  the  deed  was  done,  and  paft 
**  preventing.  To  infinuate  himfelf  the  deeplier  with 
^  Sancy^  he  exaggerated  the  greatnefs  ot  this  his 
•*  confidenccf  with  him,  by  preparing  it  with  his  dif- 
f  *  fidence  in  others,  as  namely  in  the  King,  in  the 
•*  King's  Miftref?,  and  in  the  Conftablc ;  none  of 
**'  whom  he  durft  truft  with  this  myftcry.  Sancy  en- 
**  tertained  this  his  freedom,  with  2ul  zeal  of  recipro- 
**  cal  protcftations  v  in  the  firft  place  much  approving 
**  his  wifdom^  that  he  had  not  intermeddled  himfelf 
'*  in  fuch  a  tickle  piece  of  fervicc  j  and  that  he  had 
**  not  trufted  himfelf  to  the  flippcry  infecrecy,  and 
^*  inconftancy,  yea,  the  indifcretion  of  either  the 
^  King  or  his  Miftrefs  in  fo  datigerousr  and  fb  near 
**  a  concernment,  as  this  was  to  them  both.  And, 
*^  fecondly,  for  his  own  fecrccy,  he  afiured  him, 
**  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  fo  far  off  from  im- 
*•  parting  it  to  the  King,  as  he  denounced  unto  him 
**  beforehand,  that  in  cafe  Perez  (hould  hereafter, 
•*  upon  any  alteration  of  this  his  now  prefent  advice, 
•'  declare  unto  the  King,  how  he  had  acquainted 
•*  Sancy  with  this  matter,  that  he  would  deny  it  to 
*'  his  head,  thiat  ever  he  had  received  knowledge 
**  thereof  from  him ;  and  this  in  refpeft  of  the  dan- 
•*  ger  he  appreiiended  might  betide  him  from  the 
^  jCing,  if  it  (bould  once  appear  to  him  that  Sancy 
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*^  had  efcr  taken  notice  of  this  myllery.  Aifl^ 
^'  dudly,  to  reqtutc  thb  fb  conftanc  confidence  of 
'^  Perez  with  a  due  corrcfpondcnce,  he  made  no 
<'  ^mre  to  re*acqu^nt  him  with  all  that  ever  he  had 
■*  heard  tending  to  the  fame  effeA ;  which  was,  that 
^  the  King  had  already  received  advertifement  out 
^  of  Englandj  how  our  Embaflador  had  vaunted  of 
•*  it  then,  that  he  himfelf  had  fo  intcrefted  himfelf 
^  in  the  King's  Miftrefs,  and  won  her  to  fuch  an 
^  exorbitant  conformity,  as  that  (he  had  offered  her 
**  fervice  and  deeped  intelligence  to  her  Majefty,  to 
^'  be  entertained  by  his  mediadon  i  fo  as,  faith  he^ 
**  e^er  fie  bad  thus  fondfy  put  berfelf  into  fiicb  a 
nuaCs  power  J  that  could  keep  ber  counfel  no  beiter^ 
Jbe  t0A5  driven  to  drown  and  finotber  ibis  ber  folff 
^  wiib  an  artificial  impudence^  as  to  glory  of  ii  ironi- 
*'  calfy  before  tbe  King  in  Sancy*j  own  prefence^  as  of 
^  OH  i^altibk  atteftation  of  ber  found  allegiance  to- 
^^  wards  tbe  King^  tb(U  our  l^jmbaffadwr^  of  all  oibers^ 
^  bad  thus  fought  to  draw  it  into  queftion  %  wberein^ 
befaidy  Jbe  bad  played  ber  part  witb  tbat  agurancc 
of  Jpirit  and  countenance  botb^  as  /,  for  my  party 
'^  coidd  beHiVL  notbing  lefs  tban  any  fucb  imputation 
<^  againjl  ber  until  now  1  bave  laid  ibis  ligbt  unto  it^ 
wbicbyou  ban)e  prefently  given  me. 

The  day  before  this  meeting  of  theirs,  Ncumton 
^<  had  adverdfed  Antonio  Perez  of  an  affeAanony 
"  which  Sancy  was  noted  to  have  borne,  to  have  fore- 
•*  fpoken  the  government  of  Calais^  againfl:  when- 
^  foevcr  it  ihould  return  into  the  King's  fubjcdion. 
*•  And  it  was  then  fufpefted  between  them  two* 
^*  that  the  King's  Miftrefs  had  prafliied  to  put  him 
"  by  the  fuit,  upon  a  fpleen  taken  at  his  fecret  op- 
**  pofition  againft  the  King's  marriage  with  her  v 
^^  whereof  I  have  before  advertifed.  But  it  was  fince 
*•  conceived  upon  the  King's  late  refavourizing  of 
*'  him,  that  he  would  be  now  like  enough  to  carry 
•*  that  im^inary  government,   fpecially  the  King'i 
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•^  Miftrefs^^  puifiance  growing  to  the  wane.  Nov 
«<  Perez  leeing  them  fo  ready  to  grate  upon  the 
««  King's  inconftancy  and  legerete^  as  before,  took 
«<  his  time,  in  thefe  their  fits  of  freedom  to  inculc  a 
**  mention,  firft,  of  peace  with  Spain ;  and  confe- 
*•  quently  of  this  government  of  Calais^  after  it 
**  fliould  be  rendec5.  To  the  firft  he  faid  general- 
«( Jy,  that  the  King  of  Spain  was  all  for  a  truce ; 
*^  and  the  French  King  all  for  peace;  but  that  no 
*^  man  could  be  more  uncertain  what  the  conclufion 
«*  would  be  than  himfelf  was  yet,  who  was  evenr 
•  *  day  of  a  diverfe  mind,  infomuch  as  now  they  took 
**  it  for  an  infallible  affurance,  that  he  would  refiifc 
**  fuch  and  fuch  a  courie  to-morrow,  becaufe  he 
•*  fi:emed  to  like  them  extraordinarily  to-day.  To  ^ 
•*  the  next,  he  laid  not  a  word  of  any  affcftation  of 
•*  his  own ;  but  he  affirmed,  that  the  King  had  al- 
«*  ready  paflcd  his  promifc  of  that  government  to 
**  his  Miftrefe  and  her  fon,  when  it  fliould  come  into 
•*  his  difpofing. 

•*  All  this  accords  fit  with  the  King's  Miftrcfs|s 
"  courfc  of  plotting,  that  was'for  her  Etiglijb  intcUi- 
**  gence";  yet,  in  the  end,  he  gave  it  for  his  opinion, 
**  that  her  Grace  with  the  King  began  to  wax 
**  much  like  to  that  of  his  own,  and  of  other 
*•  of  his  favourites,  to  wit,  that  it  fcemed  more  fpe- 
*'  cious  in  Ihew,  than  firm  in  fubftance;  and.  that 
**  fuch  as  were  of  the  neareft  obfervers  in  court,  b^ 
•^  gan  to  apprehend,  that  the  King  did  of  late  em- 
**  brace  her  rather  out  of  compaflion,  and  a  kind  of 
**  commilcration  of  her  cftate,  what  it  was  like  to  be, 
"  in  cafe  he  fliould  caft  her  off,  than  out  of  the  old 
•*  lb  ardent  and  imperious  paflionatenefs,  which  had 
**  now  had  time  enough,  whether  to  allay,  or  to  cxa- 
**  tiate,  or  to  (pend  itfelf :  and  this  difconceit  to 
'*  have  proceeded  partly  of  the  reftlefs  importunity 
**  of  endlefs  fuits,  wherewith  Ihe  and  her  allies  did 
*'  pefter  him ;  and  now  haply,  partly  out  of  fome 
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y  further  jealoufy  in  the  Kine^'  that  they  had  been 

**  all  this  while  privy  unto,  that  this  her  late  trading 

<^  for  England  was  true  indeed ;  yea,  and  more  than 

«*  partly  out  of  his  own  natural  inconftancy ;  which, 

had  he  not  been  after  a/ort  inchanted  by  this  Sy^ 

renj  would  have  inmarvelled  them  all  much  more, 

*^  that  he  could  thus  long  and  thus  conftantly  enter- 

'^  tain  her,  than  that  he  fhould  rejed  her  at  the 

•*  length. 

**  From  this  particular  he  arofe  to  the  general  of 
*^  the  King's  vacillations  and  fluduations,    as  he 
termed  them  ;  of  his  uncertainneis  in  his  couniels, 
his  unconftancy  in  his  aflfedions,  his  palinodizing 
«*  in  his  rdbludons ;  in  a  word,  his  perfeveration 
*'  only  in  doing  all  things  a  detni :   fo  as  he  deter* 
<^  mined  all  his  difcourfe  with  this  affertion,  that  ho 
**  man  living  could  reft  or  repofe  himfelf  fecurely 
^*  upon  him.  And  for  his  own  particular,  that  he  was 
**  now  fo  far  off  from  afpiring  after  any  new  ambience 
*'  under  him,  as  he  could  not  enjoy  his  old  charges 
*<  without  the  aggregadoo  and  adjoining  of  others  in 
« •  commiflion  with  him,  who  had  neither  wic,  judg- 
**  ment,  nor  experience,  to  know  what  appertained 
"  to  the  place.  •  Whether  he  glanced  at  Rofny  or  not 
"  in  tlus  cypher,  .there  is  reafon  hoi\ipro  and  contra  i 
for  it  was  prcfently  given  out  upon  Sancfs  refrefh- 
ing  of  favour,  that  the  other  was  down,  as  ftill 
^'  g^mrasio  unius  muft  be  corrupt io  alterius.    A  man 
^*  may  lay  of  this  fundion,  mum  hoc  arbuftum  non 
'^  ditduos  crithacos  ;  and  he,  thatfhall  go  about  to 
*'  yoke  and  couple  two  fuch  mates  in  one  coliar> 
"  idemjungat  vulpes^  6f  mulgeat  hircosJ^ 

But  to  return  {o  the  Commiflioners  appointed  by 
the  Queen  to  go  to  the  King  of  France^  Secretary 
Cecil  began  his  journey  from  London  on  the  loth 
^France  1597-8  (k)  ;  and  embarking  on  the  17th 

(i)  Mr.  R.  Whyti^  letter  tp  Sir  Robert  Sidney,  of  the  i  ith  of 
hhruan  1597.     Letters  of  the  Sidney  family,  vol,  2.  p.  8»,  89.     , 
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^t  Dover,  landed  wkh  Sir  ^mas  fVytka  and  MfJ 
Herbert,  the  odier  Comrhiirioners,  at  Dieppe ;  frbtA 
Whence,  on  the  1 8th,  he  wrote  to  iAr.  ^EdmofuUs 
'  (I),  that  he  intended  to  go  to  Paris,  and  had 
written  to  the  King,  that  he  could  not  begin  thfc 
toriference  Without  firft  fpeaking  With  his  Majdty. 
He  wrote  another  letter  to  Mr.  Edmondes  from 
Magfty,  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  taohth  {m)y  that ' 
he  dcfigned  to  be  at  Paris  the  next  day  c  biit  his 
trollegue,  Sir  "fbomas  fP^lkes,  falling  lifck  foon  after 
they  landed,  died  at  Rcan  on  ihe  2d  of  Mirth  (n). 

The  treaty  at  Vervins  had  been  ^eady  for  fom'c 

tittle  begun  -,  the  inftrufkions  to  M'effrs.  ie  BeSievre 

mdde  Silleri,  xhtFrencb'l^vn^s  Enabaflkdoftj  being 

dated  the  18th  of  January  1597-8,  N.S.  {o)\  artd 

they  having  arrived  there  on  the  7th  of  February, 

N.  S.  as  the  Px^^iAtntRichardbt  and  theConiniandefur 

Taxis,  the  King  of  Bpain^z  Embaffadors,  did  the 

(day  following  (p).  In  the  beginning  of  March,  N.  S. 

Secretary  Villercy  fent  Mcffrs.  dt  BelSevre  And  de 

Silleri  (q)  peremptory  ordei-s  **  to  finifti  thfeir  work 

"  as  fix>n  as  they  poflibly  could,  without  infilling. 

«*  any  longer,  fays  be,  upon  the  defires  oi*  hunnoufs 

*«  of  our  neighbours^  for  which  the  King  has  had 

**  too  much  regard ;   for  it  is  certain,  that  they 

**  envy  him  the  agreement  with  the  Spaniard,  and 

**  will  do  all  that  they  can  to  overthrow  it.    His 

«*  Majefty  never  could  perfuade  the  Hollanders  to 

**  accept  the  ceflation  of  arms,  which  you  have  at  laft 

**  obtained  with  great  difficulty  for  them ;  for  th«r 

*«  anfwer  is,  that  they  muft  apply  thenifelves  to 

**  their  fuperiors :  fo  that  I  am  extremely  ibrry  for 

*•  the  time,  which  you  have  loft.    However,  the 

(I)  Sir  Tbmas  EdmondesWiS.  State-Papera,  val.  2.  p.  17. 
(n{)  Ibid.  p.  25.  (n)  Mr.  R,  Wbfte\  letter  of  the  7th  of 

March  1597-  Letters  of  the  Sidney  family,  vol.  2.  p.  94- 
(0)  Mexnoires  de  Bellievre  &  de  Sillery,  part  i  p.  i>— -17.  edit. 
4t  la  Hayc,  1696.  (f)  Ibid.  p.  3^.       (^)  Ibid.  p.  105. 
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**  Kk%  i$  much  obliged  to  you  for  this  advantage ' 
*' gained  by  you,  though  he  does  think  it  of  much 
<'  importance.  Both  the  Englijh  and  the  Dutch  are 
**  fo  confounded  to  ice  us  fb  relblved  upon  peaces 
^'aod  in  ib  good  a  fituation  of  fucceft  in  it,  thaC 
^  tiiey  have  not  known  what  Jneafore^  to  take,  ha^ 
*^  ving  made  a  thoufand  different  propoials,  efpe- 
^*  dally  the  Eagii/b^  to  entangle  us,  and  dirovr  im« 
*^  pediments  in  our  way*  But  they  have  gained  no" 
**dsng,  thank&to  G^d)  and  X  ddire  you  n6t  to 
*^  believe,  that  his  Majefty  will  do  any  tlung,  which 
**'Can  t^Qtidblj  prevent  him  from  enjoying  the 
^  fruit,  which  you  have  cultivated  ^  and  not  to  givs 
^^  aedit  to  thcde,  who  may  give  you  informationa 
■<  aod  impncflions  .contrary  to  this,  as  I  am  well  af"« 
*' fbicd  will  be  done  from  £^i^»v^  and  £b^/!r^,  and 
**  perhaps  from  bur  court  it&lf ;;  for  I  aflure  you^ 
^  that  tbece  are  here  Don  Diigc  tPIbarra\  more 
• '  dangerous  ppthaps  to  Franci^  than  he  who  is  at 
^^  Bruffels.  But  you  ought  to  take  courage  ^,  for 
*'  our  Mailer  is  an  honeft  Man,  and  aPrince  of  pro« 
*'  bay  and  judgment. " 

On  the  14th  of  die  fame  month  of  Marcb^  N.  S. 
the  French  King  wrote  to  his  EmbalTadors  (r^,  to 
conient  to  an  aifurance,  that  no  attempt  ihould  be 
made  by  either  tide  upon  the  frontiers,  on .  condi- 
don,  that  this  agreement  be  kept  fecret  from  hit 
allies,  who  might  complain  of  fuch  a  ceilation  of 
anns,  as  much  as  if  he  had  concluded  a  peace  :  And^ 
on  the  24th  of  th^t  month,  feveral  articles  were  a^hh* 
allyagre^  upon  between  the  French  and  Spemifb 
Embai&dors  (j),  particularly  the  reftitution  to  Frgnct 
of  CaMsy  Ardres^  MenihuUn^  Jiwrlans^  la  Cofelle^ 
Caftelei  in  Picardy^  ^lavet,  and  other  plages  pcC- 
fefled  by  the  King  of  Spain  in  Bretagne ;  and  that 
his  Catholic  Majefty  fhould  grant  a  truce  for  a  year, 

(r)  Ibi<Lp.  133.  (x)  Ibid.  p.  li-j. 
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or  fix  months,  to  the  Queen  of  England^  and  the 
Vnited  Provinces. 

:  ThtEngliJb  Commiffioners  were  now  arrived  atPtf- 
ris ;  the  courfe  of  whofe  proceedings  will  befl:  appear 
from  char  owa  letters,:  which  will  be  proper  to  be 
inferted  here,  at  length,  as  they  have  never  been  pub^ 
liflicd  before,  and  feem  not  to  have  been  'ieeii  by 
Camden  J  whole  account  of  their  negotiations  is  ex* 
tremely  defe^ive  and  confufed  ;  and  as  they  were 
in  all  probability  drawn  up  by  Sir  Robert  Cecil  him- 
felf.      .  '  . 

f  That  great  man  was  allowed  by  Sir  TV^dter  Ra^ 
legb  to  be  an  excellent  fpeaker\  but  he  thought  him' 
no  good  penman^.  But  thefe  letters  afe  a  fuffident 
confutation  of  this  \a&,  aflerdon.  And  indeed  Sif 
Walter  fecms  as  much  too  fevere  to  the  memory  of 
his  old  antagonift,  in  denying  his  talents  as  a  writer, 
as  he  was  too  charitable  in  ftiling  Henry  Howard  Earl 
of  Northampton  an  excellent  penman^  whofe  letter  j 
aod  other  writings  are  intolerable  for  the  harihneis, 
pedantry,  and  obfcurity  of  the  ftyle. 

The  firft  letter  of  the  EngUfib  Commiffioners  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  was  as  follows  {t) : 

Maj  it  pleafeyour  LordJhipSj 

*^  Having  now  the  opportunity  of  this  Meffenger, 
**  who  goeth  voluntarily  for  England^  we  have 
**  thought  it  not  amifs  to  move  to  your  Lordfliips, 
**  that  forafmuch  as  we  can  yet  hear  nothing  of  the 
•'  States  Deputies,  wherein  there  can  be  nothing  (as 
*•  the  wind  hath  ferVed)  but  a  voluntary  flackriefs, 
•*  it  will  pleaie  your  luordfliip  to  move  her  Majefty, 
that  if  mey  have  relblved  fome  fuch  artificial  delay, 
that  we  may  not  be  tied  tf  their  grofs  cunning, 
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his  Lordfhip*s  Natural  Hiftory,  9th  cdil.  fol.  1670.  (/)  MS. 
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but,  having  dealt  with  the  Kmg  according  to  our 
infirudtions,  and  leen  what  language  he  doth  hold^ 
to  come  our  ways  into  England^  whereby  (he  af- 
**  fairs  may  be  ftill  kept  indilpute  \  which  can  be  no 
lois  to  the  Queen  to  win  time ;  and  the  fcandal  of 
unwillingnefs  to  treat  (if  faith  be  meant  by  the 
Spamjb  King)  may  yet  be  taken  from  her  Majefty, 
and  laid  upon  them,    who,  hawig  made  their 
"  fweet  of  others  four,  arc  fitteft  for  the  obliquity  of 
**praftice  and  private  partiality.    Thus  much  do 
"  we  write  now,  out  of  jealouly  of  their  ftay,  and 
"  with  dcfire  to  receive  fome  provifional  direftion, 
"  becaufe  the  dependency  on  difpatches  (when  feas 
**  arc  to  be  pafled)  is  neither  l^e  nor  fpeedy.     If 
**  othcrwife  it  happen  before  thefe  lines  come,  it  was 
"  but  our  labour  to  write  ;  and  that  for  which  we 
would  not  have  difpatched  exprefly  any  body  to 
your  Lordlhips.    This  day  we  cannot  ftir  till  nopn^ 
in  rcfpcft  of  the  proceflions  for  the  reduftion  of 
"♦  Bntagne^  which  are  fo  folemnly  performed.   And 
*'  fo  we  humbly  take  our  leaves  of  your  Lord* 

> 

From  Paris  the  8  th  of  March ^ 

1597- 

Tour  Lordftnps  moft  humbly  at  commandment^ 

Robert  Cecyll, 
J.  Herbert. 

The  lame  day  they  wrote  again  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Council  as  follows  (t)i 

Afiiy  / /  pleafe  yoUr  LcrdJhipSj 

*«  Even  now  that  we  were  taking  horfe,  this  letter 
"  was  brought  to  me,  the  Secretary,  by  a  gentle- 

H  3  **  mam 

(/)  Ibid. 
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«.«  man,  that  is  ienc  of  purpofe  from  the  King^  tt 
^*  bring  on  the  States  after  him.  The  Duke  of  Met- 
♦*  coei^  comes  to  the  King  at  Anger ^^  and  gocth  with 
**  him  to  Nantes.  By  the  other  letter  indo&d,  your 
♦*  Lordfliips  (hall  fee  what  we  defire^  and  upon  what 
^  reafon  *,  all  which  we  do  fubmit  to  her  Majefty'ft 
^^  pleafure  to  direft  us,  as  to  her  fliall  appear  moft 
^^  agreeable.  And  thus  in  hafte  we  take  our  Reaves. 
^*  Fi*om  the  town  of  Paris  this  8th  of  Mar4:k^ 
"  1597,  at  two  of  the  clock. 

ToHT  Lcrdjhips  bumhlj  at  cmmandmoitj 

R.Cecyll, 
J.  Herbert. 

f*  If  this  Gentleman  do  Aot  find  them  at  Diefp^^ 
M  their  proceedingj  are  but  rude  wkh  her  Majefty/* 

On  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  Secretary  f7/- 
ieroy  vifited  Sir  Rohrt  Cecil  by  order  of  the  French 
King ;  and  the  next  day  gave  the  French  Emhafla* 
dors  at  Vervins  the  following  ^ccpgnt  of  his  coofe- 
rcnce  with  the-J^^f /(/i&  Secretary  (0). 

"  I  believe,  tl^t  Sir  liobert  Cecil  has  not  told  mp 
J*  bis  commiffion,  atJcaft  thefccretof  it-j  forhere- 
h  ferves  that  for  his  Majefty,  as  is  very  reafonable. 
^*  However,  he  was  willing,  that  I  fliould  believe, 
^*  from  his  language,  that  his  inclination  is  rather 
i^  pacific  than  warlike.  He  faid,  that  his  Sovereign 
^f  \mast  from  her  lex,  her  age*  »nd  h6ri:einper,  more 
^*  difpofed  to  peace  thaa^to  j»rm$  :  th^t  five  ha4 
f  ?  been  at  very  great  cjcpences  for  fope  years,  from 
^*  which  fhe  had  received  k6-^vaj)ts^gC'thii|  her 
1/  neighbours :  that  flie  rejoiced  at  the  prosperity  of 
f *  the  KiPia;  her  good  brofher,  aod  thou|;ht  tb?.  fuct 

•  * 

{q)  M emoircs  de  Bellicvre  i  de  ^illeri,  p.  170. 
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cotirsr  which  flie  h^d  lent  him,  well  employedi 
fince  it  was  to  reftore  him  to  what  belonged  tq 
him,  and  which  had  been  uqjufliy  contefled  with 
**  him  ;  but  that  others,  meaning  the  States,  had 
*^  gained  cooliderable  advanuges.  fiut  that  it  wa^ 
"  neceflfary  for  them  to  limit  their  defigns,  and  con- 
"  tent  themfelvcs  with  what  was  reafonable ;  That 
^^  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  delay  of  their  Deputiest 
"  whom  he  had  waited  for  in  England  above  thirty 
days ;  and  tha^  fince  his  arrival  in  France,  he  had 
*^  not  haftened  fads  journey,  in  order  to  give  then) 
^*  an  opportunity  of  joining  him  ;  notwithftanding 
•*  which,  he  had  not  yet  received  any  news  of  them : 
**  That  he  was  really  of  opinion,  that  they  were  n*t 
^^  delirpus  of  a  peace  •,  but  that  the  leafl  thing  they 
*'  oMild  do,  was  to  order  their  Deputies  to  be  there 
*^  at  his  arrival,  being  invited  by  the  King,  and  his 
*^  Sovereign,  in  order  that  they  might  alfo  refolve 
^^  together  upon  their  affairs,  as  good  allies  oughp 
"  to  do :  That  he  would  wait  for  them  ftill  fomc 
days  after  he  had  kifled  the  King's  hands  ;  but 
that  if  he  faw,  that  they  did  not  come,  he  would 
receive  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  to  which  that  of  his 
Miftreis  would  conform  itfelf.  Upon  this  he  in- 
quired very  much,  whether  the  Power,  which  had 
"  been  fent  tor  from  Spain,  to  treat  with  his  Queen, ' 
**  was  arrived.  I  told  him,  that  I  had  not  yet  had 
any  advice  of  it  *,  but  that  I  thought,  that  it  could 
not  be  long  delayed,  the  courier,  who  had  been 
difpatched  for  It,  having  let  out  on  the  25th  of  the 
"  laft  month.  He  would  not  believe,  that  the  mar- 
**  riage  of  the  elder  Infanta  with  the  Cardinal  of 
**  Jtffiria,  and  the  donation  ot  the  Low  Countries, 
"  and  the  County  of  Burgundy,  would  take  pface. 
*•  He  thinks,  that  it  is  only  an  artifice,  as  well  to 
•*  amufe  the  King,  and  the  Queen  his  Miftrefs,  as  tp 
•*  divide  and  gin  the  States,  with  whom,  he  is  of 
omnion,    there  is  a  fecret  negotiation  carrying  on. 
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**  I  reprefenccd  to  him,  that  fuchan  ardfice  might 
*•  difcovcr,  and  make  an  impreffion  upon  the  minds 
of  fomc ;  but  I  did  not  think  them  ftrong  enough 
to  make  the  States  change  their  defign,  and  to  lull 
them  afleep :  That  hitherto  we  had  loft  no  ground 
there,  and  we  hoped,  that  we  fliould  not  lofc  any 
for  the  future.  That  I  affured  myfelf,  that  hb  Mif- 
*•  trefs,  who  knew  the  Spaniards^  even  better  than 
^*  we  did,  would  not  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  deceived  \ 
**  and  that  the  States  would  be  ftill  lefs  liable  to  b^ 
impofed  upon  ;  fo  that  if  all  this  was  only  a  dif- 
gyife,  I  thought  it  would  turn  more  to  the  preju- 
dice and  difgrace  of  the  Spaniards^  than  to  the 
damage  of  their  enemies.  Notwithftanding  this, 
he  perfided  ftill  in  his  diftruft ;  fo  that  he  faid, 
that  he  did  not  fee  any  preparations  for  the  paflage 
of  the  Infanta^  nor  any  thing  tending  towards 
fuch  a  chaj;)ge.  I  anfwered  him,  that  it  feemcd, 
*^  that  the  pe^ce,  which  they  (ought,  was  the  gate, 
"  by  which  they  muft  enter,  apd  procure  both  the 
**  one  and  the  other :  which  he  owned  to  be  true, 
I  learn  from  him,  that  all  Frenchmen^  who  fpeak 
with  him,  are  not  of  the  fame  opinion,  with  rela- 
tion to  pcqce :  And  I  tell  him,  that  England^ 
which  was  more  peaceable  than  France^  was  ho? 
exempt  from  that  evil  He  acknowledged  this 
"  to  me :  And  at  laft  he  would,  as  I  have  told  you, 
*'  make  me  believe,  that  he  was  intirely  difpofed  to 
**  peace,  and  would  abfolutely  accommodate  himfclf 
*^  to  his  Majefty^  defire.  When  he  ftiall  have 
**  fpoken  to  the  King,  we  Ihall  know  more." 

On  tJie  -il"  of  the  fame  month,  March^  Secretary 
F/7/^^  wfote  again  to  thcjFr^Wi&Embaffadors  at^^- 
'f^ns  (w)j  that  Sir  Robert  Cecil  was  expefted  to  be  with 
th^  King  at  4^gers  the  next  day :  "  You  will  fee, 
^*  f^f^^j  by  a  Tetter  of  Monfr,  de  la  Boderie^  which 

'("uv)  Ibid,  p,  179. 
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•*  I  fend  you,  the  language,  which  he  has  talked. 
**  Monfn  de  Maijfe^  who  arrived  here  to-day, 
**  tells  me,  that  Sir  Robert  has  talked  to  him  only  of 
war.  Perhaps  he  has  two  kinds  of  language,  which 
he  employs  according  to  the  humour  and  tafle  of 
'*  diofe,  with  whom  he  convcrfcs.  *  But,  I  hopo» 
^  we  (hall  make  him  ipeak  in  time  clearly,  if  there 
^*  is  any  poflibility  of  bringing  an  Englijbman  to 
'*  that.  But  we  have  no  account  of  the  Deputies 
**  of  Holland.  Some  think,  that  they  have  flopped, 
"  that  they  might  not  be  here,  when  the  peace, 
••  which  they  confider  as  refolved  upon,  fhall  be 
concluded  ;  or  amufe  us  with  hopes,  the  better 
to  cover  and  determine  what  they  are  treating 
with  the  Cardinal  of  Auftria.  But,  for  my  part, 
**  I  believe  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other ;  but  im- 
^  pute  their  delay,  not  to  the  winds,  but  to  the  ad- 
"  vice  and  counfel  of  the  Sieur  de  Sainte  Aldcgonde^ 
*'  who  has  propofed  to  them  chimeras,  of  which, 
•^  you  remember,  he  made  an  overture  to  us,  and 
"  which  were  fpread  and  relilhcd  by  fome  here/* 

Sir  Robert  Cecily  and  Mr.  Herbert y  arrived  accord- 
ingly at  Angers  the  1 7th  of  Marcb^  from  whence 
they  wrote,  on  the  23d,  the  following  letter  to  the 
IjQcds  of  the  Council  {x) : 

Mof  it  pleafe  your  Lordlhips^ 

•*  Being  arrived  at  Angers  on  Friday  night  laft, 
the  17th,  we  think  it  fit  to  give  your  Lordfhipi 
prefcnt  knowledge,  having  heretofore  been  driven 
"  to  write  Ibch  rhapfodies,  as  we  took  up,  far  l^ 
"  rue^  wherein  we  think  your  Lordfliips  better  liked 
"  our  diligence,  than  if  we  fhould  have  >^hol]y 
**  ufcd  filence,  until  we  had  arrived  here,  where  the 
"  fubjcft  of  our  charge  was  to  be  handled.  From 
"  the  time  we  landed  at  Dieppe^  until  our  recovery 

(;r)  MS.  St^tp-Papers  of  Anthmy  Bacon^  lEfq; 
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of  this  place,  there  pafled  thirty  days  t>ver  our 
heads,  wherein  your  Lordfhips  may  be  pleaied  te 
take  knowle4ge,  that  we  only  fpent  in  travel  tea 
**  ^days  oCjthe  fame,  it  being  more  than  three  hunr 
"  dred  Englijh  miles  from  Dieppe  hither.  The  reft 
*'  was  all  confumed  in  attending  the  iflue  of  Sir  Tbpr 
mas  fpyiker*s  unfortunate  accident,  and  in  expc^og 
anfwer  from  the  King,  whom  we  were  not  a  littk 
**  vexed  to  follow  into  Bretagne^  if  we  could  as  wdl 
*'  have  avoided  the  notorious  inconvenience  (9 
**  her  Majefty*s  fervice,  as  we  were  willing  to  lave 
**  ourfelves  an  ill  journey  ;  the  youngeft  or  us  both 
•^  being  not  humorous  now  of  novelties,  and  neir 
•'  ther  of  us  to  be  fpared,  where  her  Majefly's  hor 
nour  and  fervice  is  in  queftion.  To  have  hopod 
for  the  King's  return,  had  been  ftrange  and  \i&p^ 
lefs  to  us,  that  knew,  that  his  prefence  in  Bntqgne 
only  made  his  fortune.  To  have  treated  with  hit 
fubjefts,  bad  been  of  alj  the  moft  abfurd :  Ta 
have  returned  without  doing  any  thing  (if  it  bad 
**  been  convenient)  was  more  than  we  durfl:  do  withr 
**  out  commiffion.  And  therefore,  after  we  came 
•*  on  to  Paris,  upon  our  joinf  refolution,  when  Sijr 
*'  TCbomas  Wylkes  was  living,  we  thought  fit  alfo*  ^ 
long  to  ftay  by  the  way  and  at  Paris,  as  we  d  id  make 
it  from  our  landing,  nineteen  days,  before  we  could 
ftir  one  foot  frqm  that  place,  hopins  ftill  to  have 
beard  from  England,  But  when  we  faw,  that  no 
*^  wind  brought  us  any  direftion,  and  l^new  the 
**  French  King  would  not  hazard  Bretagne  to  fav? 
*^  any  ill  journey,  he  beinjg  to  ftake  k  coup  4^  parr 
♦^  ti0y  in  the  province,  where  her  Maicfty  niignt  1» 
,•*  glad  to  be  rid  of  ill  neighbourhood,  we  dicj  r^- 
**  folve  to  negleft  all  our  own  iricommodity,  aod 
**  ft)  came  on  thqslaf,  where  we  arrived  the  i7tb 
•^  of  this  n>onth,  whither  as  manyreafons  led  us>  ^9 
^*  there  was  reafon  to  fend  u$  over. 
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^  ^mfdsf  we  had  aocefs  to  the  King,  whopa  we 
^*  did  fipd  accompanied  with  the  pukes  de  Mer-^ 
^'  coiUTj  d^Efpernon^  SElhoeufy  and  de  MonibafpA% 
^  the  Marihal  de  Rrtz,  La  Vfrd^n^  and  Beifdol- 
^*  fbtn ;  the  Chancellor,  the  Adniiral,  the  Sccreu- 
^*  rics,  and  divers  others  of  great  quality.    We  wem 
^  brought  to  him  by  the  l5uke  of  ^ouillony  Monfr. 
^'  de  Mssffe^  and  others.    I,  the  Secretary,  did  delir 
^  ver  him  her  Majcfty's  letters,  and  kind  falutations, 
f ^  with  all  due  compliments ;  aflured  him  of  her 
^^  great  oontentmcnt  to  hear  of  hb  good  fortunes ; 
^^  and  told  him,  how  her  Majeity  had  charged  me 
(«  pardadarly  to  inform  myfelf  of  his  good  health, 
♦^  to  the  end  to  advcrtife  her  by  my  next  commo- 
^  dity,  whereof  I  was  ridit  g)ad  to  be  able^to  (end 
^^  {o  good  pews.     I  told  him  further,  that  foraf- 
*^  much  as  Princes  (whole  inftitution  and  dignity 
^  lundcrcd  them  from  peribnal  conference  of  their 
^  affairs)  were  conftraincd  to  ferve  chemlelyes  of 
^'  fuck  confident  minifters,   by  whofe  mouth  chey 
H  might  diiicover  their  inward  meanings ;    it  hadi 
^^  fia&d  mj  Sovereign  (out  of  this  confideration, 
^  that  thofe  might  ever  to  be  faithful,  that  are  tied 
H  m  ftraiteft  bonds)  to  make  ele&ion  of  n)e,tho' other* 
^  wile  of  htde  merit,  whom  (he   had  made  her 
^*  cteatum,  to  communicate  unto  him  he^  fecret  and 
^'  princely  thoughts,  whenfoever  it  fhould  pleaie  hini 
^  to  dilcDver  his  own  difpofidon  and  judgment  ef 
**  this  projeft  of  a  General  Treaty,  whereunto  flie 
**  hath  been/b  invited  by  Monfr.  ^  Maijfe's  pro- 
^  pofidons.     This,  I  did  teli  him,  was  tht  general 
^  fiibjeft  of  our  Legation,  wherein  we  were  conn* 
f^  manded  pnecifely  to  addrefs  ourfclves  to,  his  own 
^^  peribn,  before  any  further  conference  with  any  of 
*^  his  fchgefls,  ta  the  intent  we  might  govern  our* 
^  1clve$  in* all  tilings  with  all  others,  according  to 
H  his  advice  and  counfei :   for  howfoever  ihe  hath 
^^  yielded^  for  his  fatisfaftipn,  to  engage  hcifelf  fo 
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••  faPj  as  to  depute  us  hither  j  and  whatlbever-  affu- 

••  ranee  Monfr.  de  Maijfe  had  given  her  of  the  in- 

•*  clination  of  the  common  enemy ;  yet  fhe  was  fo 

*'  f^r  from  belief  of  any  good  meaning  in  the  con- 

**  trary  party,  as  (he  ftill  thought  it  fit  to  defer  all 

*'  refolutions,  until  fhe  had  fetched  her  true  light 

•*  from  himfelf,  who  could  beft  tell  how  great  a 

**  ft  ranger  fhe  was  to  this  caufe.     And  forafmuch 

as,  in  a  matter  of  this  weight,  it  was  very  neceflary, 

that  their  advice  and  judgment  rfliould  be  ufed, 

**  whom  long  experience  had  inftrufted  in  aflairs  of 

State,  it  pleafed  her  Majefty  to  honour  me,  at  this 

time,  with  the  company  of  two  of  her  faithful 

•*  fcrvants  (whom  I  then  defcribed)  to  affociate  and 

•*  affifcme  in  this  fervice,  whereof  Almighty  God 

*'  had  taken  one,  to  my  extreme  grief,  but  left  me 

this  other,  whom  therewithal  I  took  by  the  hand, 

and  did  prefent,  according  to  the  fubflance  of  my 

**:  letters  of  credit,  which  he  did  read  very  curiouf- 

•*  ly.     He  did  receive  us  both  with  very  refpcftivc 

**  form,  and  did  pronounce  aloud,  in  all  their  hear-* 

**  ings,  his  thanks  to  her  Majefty  for  this  great  fa- 

**  vour,  which,  though  it  could  not  make  his  aflPec- 

**  tiori  greater,  being  fuch  already,  he  faid,  as  fpcech 

**  could  not  deliver  -,  yet  did  the  manner  of  dealing 

^*  with  him,  both  in  the  form  and  fubftance,  multi- 

*•  ply  his  obligations :  He  had  been  long  her  fervant; 

^*  he  held  himfelf,  and  his  eftate,  next  under  God, 

**  confer ved  by  her :  He  would  acknowledge  it  in. 

^  whatfoever  quality  fortune  fhould  beftow  him. 

*•  For  the  care  of  his  health  he  humbly  thanked  her, 

**  and  thought  himfelf  unhappy  in  notMng  more^ 

^^  than  that  he  had  not  feen  thofe  fame  perfedionff, 

^*  which  meaner  men  (whofe  fortune  he  did  envy) 

•*  had,  to  their  contentment,  beheld  with  admiration; 

*•  defiring  me  to  tell  him  truly,  in  what  difpofition 

♦*  of  body  I  now'did  leave  her  i  Whom  I  did  anlwer, 

^^  that,  God  be  thanked,  fhe  was^  when  I  came  out 
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<«  of  Englandj  according  to  her  cuftom,  comme  cefie 
•*  Princeffcyqui  rC  a  jamais Jenti  que  c^  eft  demaladie. 

"  Thus  much  being  paifed,  and  our  refolution  be- 
^^  ing,  for  the  firlr  day,  to  pafi  no  more  than  a  com- 
^^  pfimcntal  audience,  where  ail  thofe  Princes  fhould 
^  approach  fo  near  him,  who  we  wifhed  fhould  be 
"  the  ¥ntncffcs  of  nothing  clfe,.  but  his  Kenfible  and 
*'  public  acknowledgment  of  his  obligation  and  re- 
**  fpeft  towards-hcr  Majefty ;  I,  the  Secretary,  made 
^  requeft  unto  him  (becaufc  the  time  and  place  was 
"  now  improper   for  any  further  particularities), 
"  that  he  would  yield  me  fome  other  accels,  where, 
^'  with  more  freedom,  he  might  underftand  what 
^^  we  had  in  comnuflion  ;  befeeching  him,  at  this 
^^  time,  only  to  permit  me  fb  much  favour,  as  ta 
<^  prefent  the  Count  of  Southafnpionj  who  was  come 
^  with  deliberation  to.  do  him  fervice.     He  faid,  I 
**  Ihould,  with  all  his  heart,  the  next  morning  have 
'^  accefs ',    and    then  embraced,     and    welcomed 
^^  him  -,  apd  afterwards,  when  1  prefented  to  him  all 
**  the  reft,  whom  I  defcribed  to  be,  moft  of  them, 
*•  hcrMajefty's  fervants.of  very  good  place,  and  all 
^'  Gentlemen  well  born,  he  did  the  like  to  them  ^ 
**  and  fo  fuddenly  took  me  by  the  hand,   contrary 
"  to  mine  ^xpeftation,  laying,  he  would  walk  with 
^^  me  down  into  his  garden,  en  qualiti  (Tami^  wher6 
^^  he  entertained  me,  an  hour  and  an  half,  with  ma* 
^^  ny  pleafant  and  familiar  difcourfes  of  his  opinion 
'^  of  divers  of  his  fubjedb,  and  other  particulars  not 
^^  fit  for  paper,  nor  of  neceflfity  now,  though  fit  to 
"  be  related  at  other  time :    Wherein  when  he  had 
"  pleaied  himfelf,  he  broke  forth  very  abruptly  into 
"  thcfe  words,  Et  hietij  I  have  been  forry  to  find; 
"  that  it  hath  been  fo  Confidently  believed  among 
"  you,  that  the  King  of  Sfain  defpifed  to  compound 
**  with  me,  as  being  a  poor  Prince,   my  fubjcfls 
"  chief  mafters ;  and  I  therefore  contemptible:  And 
^^  that  it  hath  npt  pleafed  her  Majefty  to  hold  mote 
•  **  com- 
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^  conmoo  couhfcl  add  corrdpondende  with  me  ilk 
*^  jher  dcfigns  upon  the  King  of.  SpaiMy  wixcran  fae 
*^  doubted  not  to  have  done  her  ienrice ;  for  he 
^'  muft  deal  plainly  with  me,  that,  notwithftanding 
^  they  were  Dobijr  begun  and  ended,  yet^  unleft  her 
<*  M^efty  did  make  the  war  of  another  fadbion,  and 
"  follow  it  with  a.  more  conftant  refoludon,  the 
greater  pnrfe  ih  time  muft  overfpend  the  lels.  For 
himfelf,  though  he  were  naturally  afieAed  to  arms, 
and  had  made  it  his  profeilion ; .  yet  he  was^  by 
God^sotdinance^  a  King,  of  people^  and  made  it 
**  a  confidence  needlelly  to  waile  them :  neither  was 
he  6f  fo  mean  a  judgnient,  as  not  to  diicern  how 
great  a  fcandal  it  were  for  him  to  bear  the  impir- 
^'  tation  of  fuch  an  ambidon  or  irreligion,  as,  when 
that  was  offered  him  by  peace,  which  could 
not  be  bought  with  blood,  that  he  fhould  diiciain 
*^  to  hear  of  it,  for  his  own  good,  and  his  allies  ^  af- 
funng  me,  that,  howibever  the  power  of  other 
Princes  was  abfoiilte  over  their  iiibge^  yet  durft 
not  he  adventure  thdr  fufpicion,  of  being  carelefi 
what  became  of  his  Kingdom,  either  in  reipeft 
he  wanted  children,  or  took  a  ^ory  iti  the  fortune 
*^  of  arms ',  in  the  which,  he  confefled  on  his  foul, 
^'  to  take  more  delight,  tlkn  in  ail  the  prdeflions  of 
^^  the  world ;  howibever,  iiud  he^  I  am  cenfural 
^^  amongft  you,  to  be  fold  over  to  idlenefe  and  de- 
light, wherein,  I  will  confefs,  God  hath  made  a 
man;  and,  as  I  know  my  frailty  is  a  fear  in  my 
forehead,  fo  the  ctrcumilances  cf  my  misfortune 
confidercxl,  if  I  be  not  guilty  jc^  other  villdnies, 
I  doubt  ilot  but  I  may  be  numbered  (if  not  amon^ 
the  better  fort)  yet  not  among  the  vileft  rank  of 
**  Princes. 

.  **  I  told  ham,  that,  for  the  firft  report,  it  might 
"  eafily  be  anfwered  with  the  truth  itfclf,  which 
f«  needed  no  odier  help:  fot  I  could  afiure  him,  it 
^*  mi  fo  far  contrary  to  my  heating  and  knowledge, 
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*•  as  I  dtirfl  av6#,  that  the  relator  ta  hitn  was  the 
^^  firft  and  ohly  author.    And  for  any  conceit,  that 
"  he  fliould  be  dcfpcible  for  his  poverty^  I  muft  ufe 
^  the  liberty  of  plainnefs,  that  it  was  a  pbraclox  to 
^*  others^  diat  a  King  of  France  could  be  in  fuch  ne-r 
**  ceffides^  having  now  no  one  fabjeft  junreduced  % 
^  aflbring  him,  trith  humble  fuit  of  pardon,  thaic 
^  fhd  common  difcourftrs  of  the  tirtiedid  fear,  thdc 
*^  tamk^  who  governed  his  affairs^  did  reprefent  his 
^^  hdcs  the  greater,  to  the  intent  to  draw  hirn  to 
^  foche  other  conrfes  more  agreeable  lo  their  liking. 
*'  At  which  he  fmtled,  and  ^d  me,  he  knew  whom 
'^  I  ftieant.    I  told  him,  fo  did  not  I ;  but  this,  I 
^^  fijrdier  proceeded  with  him,  that  all,  that  look 
umii  fingle  eyes  upon  the  King  of  Spain* s  handling 
this  matter^  in  feekii^  him  abne,  do  fully  think, 
^*  that  as  he  would  be  glad,  by  iingle  contraft  with 
V  him,  to  hare  lefs  to  do  a-whiie  ;  fo  fhould  it  be 
*^  with  no  other  final  purpofe,  than  to  work  his  ruin 
*^  by  die  tneans  of  fudiafeparation.  And,  for  her  Ma* 
^<  j^,  if  ihe  did  not  hold  him  very  dear,  when  he 
>*  was  weakeft,  Ihe  fhould  hot  have  fought  fb  much 
^  to  reftore  him ;  neither  needed  fhe  have  been  now 
^  unreconciled  to  Spain^  if  either  her  friendihip  or 
^  judgment  had  been  fo  weak,  as  to  have  foriakoa 
^  odiers  quarrel 

•*  For  the  fecond  point,  of  her  Majefty's  not  com- 
^  tMfticating  with  him  her  defigns  in   partkular  \. 
^^  Firft,  I  tnufi:  be  ib  bold  to  remember  him  (hav- 
^  ing  had  the  honour  to  underftand  fomewhat  of 
•^  them)^  that  her  M ajefty  did  ever  acquaint  him  in 
^  gcntral  with  her  purpofe  of  making  war  on  the 
common  enemy ;  although,  under  hb  pardon^  l 
muft  be  bold  to  lay,  that  he  was  never  pleafed  ta 
allow  of  'any  thing  to  be  done  upon  the  King  of 
^otHi  but  in  France  only ;  where,  although  I 
ccuM  not  deny  but  her  MajcQy,  by  JM>ing  great 
numbers  with  him,  might  hare  furthered  feme  of 
jL  ♦^his 
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1 1  z       ^/Vw  (Tf  the  Negotiations  between 

**  his  particular  defires ;  yet,  had  fhe  thereby  left 
**  hcrielf  wholly  expofed  to  the  fleet  of  Spaitiy  from 
^^  which  no  aiftion  of  his  in  France  could  have  fe- 
*'  cured  her. 
^^  And,  as  it  pleafed  God,  in  the  firft  a£tion,  to 
profper  her  at  tadiZy  where  her  forces  did  bring 
away  of  his  greateft  ihips,  and  utterly  confutned 
*^  all  the  reft,  befides  his  infinite  magazine  of  Sea- 
^^  preparations ;  fo  could  it  not  be  denied,  but,  by 
**  that  very  adjon  of  diverfion,  he  was  inightily  al«- 
fifted  in  his  own  enterprizes,  while  the  Cardi- 
nal was  kept  here  in  weaknefs,  by  reaibn  he  was 
forced  to  keep  all  at  home  to  defend  himfelf ;  de- 
firing  him  to  remember  this  laft  year's  adlion  alio, 
*•  fo  frcfh  in  memory,  whereby  he  luid  fo  good  fuc- 
*^  cefs  in  Amiens^  and  whereof  alio  the  States  of  the 
*^  Low  Countries  made  their  advantage,  by  encoun- 
•'  tering  an  enemy,  who  was  the  more  infefted  with 
**  all  manner  of  lacks  and  miferies,  by  her  Majcfty*s 
*^  diverfion  and  occupation  of  his  trcafurc  and  for* 
"  ces:  fo  as  herMajefty  had  given  fufficient  proof  of 
*^  her  continual  care  and  labour  to  aflift  him,  though 
**  Ihe   had  lent  him  never  a  man  to  fcrve  him ; 
•*  which  (he  did  ftill,  notwithftanding  her  great  charge 
*'  in  the  time,  when  her  affairs  at  home,  \n  both  her 
Kingdoms,  were  in  terms  of  greater  diiEculty^ 
than  they  had  been  at  any  time  fmce  88. 
^' At  this  he  did  a  little  change  his  manner,  and  faid 
**  abrupdy :  Monfn  Cecyll^  Je  le  confejfe  tout:  Vous 
"  avez  raifon :  Je  nien  acquitterai  vers  ma  foeur  en 
**  fafon  d^homme  de  Hen.     And  fo,  having   heard 
•'  before,  that  we  defired  to  fee  Madame,  he  laid, 
••  You  (hall  now  go  to  my  Sifter  •>  and  fo  departed. 
"  We  went  thither  i  and  I,  the  Secretary,  deli- 
**  vered  her  Majefty*s  letter,  with  all  compliments 
"  and  afTurance  of  her  good- will  \   letting  her  un- 
**  derftand,  that  I  had  charge  to  crave -accefs  to  her, 
"  to  inform  her  more  particularly  of  any  thing  ac 
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^  her  beft  leifure,  and  to  afllire  her  of  berMaj^y'$ 
^  readinefs  to  employ  herfelf  in  any  thing,  whereia 
*'  ihe  might  ftead  her ;  with  divers  other  Fremb 
**  ceremonial  phraies,  which  are  now  ib  uiual,  as 
^^  they  will  make  me  forget  my  PaUr  nqficr.  All 
^  was  accepted  from  her  Majefty  with  great  affec-^ 
**  tion>  and  we  were  courteoufly  received. 

'^  She  was  well  painted,  ill  drefled,  and  (Irangge- 
^  ly  jewelled ;  but  well  accompanied  with  a  num- 
**  ber  of  great  Ladies,  the  Duchefs  of  Merc^ewr^ 
**  Nfadam  IjmguiviUe^  Madam  de  Roban^  Madam 
*^  Motftbafin^  Madam  MofUauhan^  Madam  Bcllifie, 
•*  and  divers  others. 

*'  The  next  Morning,  being  Weinefdaifj  he  did 
**  fend  to  me,  to  excufe  himielf  till  after  dinner,  being 
*^  fomewhat  indifpofed }  and  then  fent  Monfn  h 
*'  Primier^  about  four  of  the  clock,  for  uS,  who 
**  Waited  in  the.  place  di  Monfr.  le  Grand.  We 
^*  found  htm  in  his  Cabinet,  with  all  the  iDukes  with 
^^  lum.  The  King  did  much  intreat  me  to  go  in, 
^*  to  fee  Ins  miftrefs,  and  his  fon.  She  is  ^eat  with 
*'  child,  and  truly  a  fair  and  delicate  woman.  I 
**  ft^d  little  to  (peak  with  her  \  and  yet  ih^  is  vzty 
*^  well  fpoken,  and  very  Courteous ;  and  (pake  of 
**  her  Majefty  with  very  great  refpeft,  and  wifhed 
*<  ihe  would  once  command  her.  Then  the  King 
**  took  me  into  the  garden,  and  told  me,  he  would 

crave  pardon  foi*  fpeech  of  any  matter  of  State 

that  night,  but  only  matter  of  fport ;  bccaufe.  it 
•*  was  late ;  but  the  next  dav  I  fliould  have  a  Cabi- 
•*  net  audience,  and  now  only  talk,  and  be  merry. 

**  He  then  did  tell  me  all  the  particulars  of  Mer- 

coeur^s  proceedings :  How  the  Spaniards  and  Mer- 
"  coeur  brake  about  Nantes^  which  they  would  have 

had ;  which  he  refufcd  ;  and  all  fell  a-pieces. 
He  told  me  alfo,  that  he  had  put  off  Mcr- 
"  €Hur*s  entry  hither  till  our  coming,  whofc  prc- 
**  ience,  he  was  lure,  did  vex  him.     I  anfwered 

I  **  him. 
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'^^  him,  that  he n^ed  not  be  offended  With  us;  I&r 
we  w'erc  glad  he  did  fo  %eIL    True  it  »;  thlt 
aU  the  people,  When  he  came  in,  cried  out^pdn 
•*  him,  Void  la  queue  ide  la  Ugue :  Void  le  petit  Rtj 
•*  deSretagne. 

**  Afterwards  he  paffed  the  time  wiA  fitmiriarit^, 
••  both  in  difcourfe  of  the  Queen,  and  her  Couft, 
•'  ftiewing  to  divert  the  pidlure  of  her  Majcfty  that 
^*  I  wore. 

**  After  two  hows  ftay  we  returned  5  and  the  nett 
*'  day  he  feht  for  us  into  his  Cabinet,  where  he  was 
^*  a-bed ;  and  dieh,  at  very  great  lengdh  gave  au- 
•*  dience. 

**  Having  heaid  before  I  came  hither,  and  flnce, 
that  the  King  called  thofe,  which  fpake  fet  tale&, 
les  bhrttngueurs  follaftres ;  and  finding,  in  toy  d!f- 
*'  couHe  with  him,  what  form  was  fit  to  be  ulM 
towards  him  \  zriA  bdng,  ab6ve  all  other  things, 
dcfiroijs  to  make  advantage  of  driving  him  to 
open  himfelf  by  firft  fpeakii^,  I  did  fhordy  and 
provifionally  relblve  to  begin  my  audience  only 
with  a  (hort  preface,  and  to  confine  myielf  to 
thofe  heads  following : 

Firft,  that  it  was  not  my  purpofe  to  trouble 

him  now  with  long  difcourfe,  or  formalities ;  for, 

as  I  might  well  think  in  that,  to  do  wrong  to  the 

judgment  of  a  Prince,  which  could  judge  io  well, 

and  was  charged  With  fo  many  affairs  *,  fo  was  it 

little  needful,  feeing  I  came  from  a  Prince,  that 

hath  gjven  proof  of  her  amity  by  cffefts,  and  not 

by  words  and  proteftations. 

Secondly,  that  the  Queen,  our  Sovereign,  had 

*•  not  fent  us  to  diffuade  him  ftom  making  a  peace 

**  without  his  allies;  becaufe  (he  fhould  thereby  do 

*'  herfelf  wrong,  as  well  as  him,  infomuch  as  once 

'•*  to  doubt  him :  for,  befides  that  Ihe  knew  his  own 

•'  wildom  would  forefee  the  ill  of  it,  that  flie  was  fuf- 

*^  ficicntly  rcpofcd  on  affurance,  that   he  was  a 

*^  Prince 
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•*  Prince  of  honour,  faith,  and  gratefuhefi :  Ncithef 
"  was  it  other  than  injuftice,  for  one  Prince  to  fufpcft 
**  that  in  another,  wluch  they  would  be  loth  (hould 
**  be  doubted  in  themfelvcs. 

"  Thirdly,  that  (he  lent  us  hither  with  perfuafion, 
"  that  not  any  offers,  which  canie  from  fo  frau- 
"  dulent  enemies,  carried  any  truth,  but  only  to 
*^  fatisfy  theftrait  amity  between  them  ;  and  to  make 
"  him  fee,  how  much  flie  would  repofe  herfclf  upon 
*'  that,  which  fliould  pafs  the  file  of  his  judgment ; 
♦*  having  not  a  little  ventured  her  honour  to  fepd 
**  us  thus  fer,  whereby  the  world  might  conceive  (he 
*'  foliated  him  to  mediate  a  peace  for  her  ;  being 
**  alfo  not  affured,  whether  there  were  fuch  fufficient 
^*  power  or  no,  as  (he  fhouid  like,  to  treat  with  the 
^^  King  of  SfaiH^  if  he  would  incline  to  it* 

^'  Fourthly,  that  (he  had  not  a  mind  alienated 
**  from  general  peace  for  any  particular  interefi:.^ 
**  having  juftly  fttisfiai  herfelf  with  revenge  fuffi- 
cient on  her  enemies,  and  not  extending  herfplf 
to.any  further  dcfires,  thap  to  confervc  her  own 
■*'  right  and  honour,  :and  to  preferve  her  friends, 

"  Fi^hlyf  That  (he  defircd  now  particularly  by 
"  him  to  be  cle^redywh^c  the  offqrs  were ;  and  what* 
"  in  his  own  judgment,  he  did  believe  of  them  5 
^*  and  how  he  did  deliberate  to  embrace  the  p^gce: 
"  And, 

"  Finally,  above  all  other  things,  to  know,  how 
•"  he  CQuld  think  the  States  might  be  proceeded 
**  withal,  in  cafe  they  rcfufe  to  be  comprilcd  in  the 
**  oeaty ;  feeing  they  defervcd  efpecially  ,to  be  cared 
"  for,  both  for  the  honour  and  obligation  of  faith 
"  given  them ;  as^lfo  for  the  interelt,  which  both 
""  their  Realms,  have  in  their  .confer  vation. 

"  He  heard  all  this  with  gre^t  attention ;  and  an- 

•**  fwered  me,  firft,  that  he. was  glad  I  was  not  a  Fe- 

•"  neliani  and  that  he  loved  to  negotiate  with  the 

"  Earl^of.  EJfex  5 .  for  he  did  Icjive  circumftanccs,  fo 

•      '  1  2  "as 
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**  as  he  few  we  fcrvcd  a  wife  Prince.  Rhetoric  w* 
for  pedants.  He  would  now  freely  and  truly  an- 
fwer  me,  and  not  as  he  anfwered  ordinary  Embaf- 
fadors,  feeing  the  Queen  had  fcnt  her  tablets. 
Firft,  he  did  thank  the  Queen,  that  flie  wduld 
nof  miftruft  him ;    for  what  any  creature  poflibly 
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**  could  do,  he  would  do  by  her  couniel ;   and  if 
**  he  were  to  lofe  nothing  but  life,  he  would  quit  it 
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for  her.  As  for  her  fear  of  being  fcandalizol,  by 
fending  (fo  far  efpecially)  to  him,  he  deCred  me 
to  think,  that  her  Majefty  in  that  did  run  no  dan- 
ger ;  for  (he  fent  not  to  her  enemy,  but  to  her 
friend ;  to  a  King,  and  her  Brother }  to  one,  that 
*^  made  it  known  to  all  the  work),  that  he  honoured 
her,  and  that  he  defired  it.  If  he  had  drawn  us 
after  him  for  pleafure,  it  had  been  another  matter: 
but  he  protefted,  that  he  did  tarry  for  us  five 
weeks,  to  the  peril  of  all  Bretagne^  fo  as  the  world 
faw  his  neceffity ;  for  that  neither  had  he,  or 
would  he  be  negligent  to  (hew  in  us  the  re4)cft 
he  bore  his  Sifter  before  all  the  Princes  living. 
**  For  the  power  from  Spaitij  he  doubted  not 
**  but,  by  Sunday^  it  would  be  certified  5  for  the 
**  courier  was  returned  to  Flanders. 

For  her  Majefty's  fufpicion  of  the  enemy's  of- 
fers, he  had  long  fo  thought  himlelf ;  for  he  knew 
nothing  but  neceffity  drave  him  to  feek  him ;  and 
*'  that  malice  would  never  ceafe.  But  now  he  told 
^^  me  upon  his  honour,  and  as  he  defired  abfoluticm 
**  of  his  fins,  he  would  purely  tell  me  all. 

•^  The  enemy  offered  him  all  but  Calais  \  and  that 
•*  only  now  of  late  he  ftuck  to  deliver  until  fomc 
*'  fomc  trial ;  but  prefently  to  contract  for  it>  which, 
*•  he  fald,  was  not  a  matter,  one  way  or  other,  that 
ought  to  make  or  mar  the  matter.  And  for  the 
Spaniard's  meaning  towards  the  Queen,  he  made 
this  judgment  (neither  did  the  contrary  fide  con- 
**  ceal  it),  tliat  his  lofles  were,  infinite ;  for,  feith  he, 

•*  her 
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^  her  inCerruptions  by  iea  do  mightily  charge 
^^  him,  and  confume  him ;  a  matter,  for  which  the 
*^  Queen  is  to  be  commended ; .  fcr^  I  confefs,  the 
^*  Queen  hath  hurt  him,  and  not  I,  but  he  me :  And 
"  therefore  if  he  can,  with  good  conditions,  come  to 
^'  end,  he  were  mad  not  to  be  contented :  and  if  I 
**  make  him  (hew  a  power  to  treat  with  the  Queen 
"  ((he  having  given  none  to  treat  with  him),  do  I 
"  not  an  honeft  work  ?  BeUeve,  laith  he,  1  pray  you, 
"  that  though  his  affairs,  by  private  faftion  and  dif- 
*'  order,  do  not  profper ;  yet,  if  there  be  no  remedy, 
*^  his  councel  and  his  purfe  will  eat  out  the  Queen  of 
^^  England  J  and  us  all. 

*'  And  therefore  now  is  the  time  to  confider.  I 
**  have  dealt  faithfully  with  my  Sifter ;  and  the  more, 
**  becaufe  I  fee  (he  doth  in  the  fending  refpeft  me : 
**  For  if  I  would  believe,  what  hath  been  beaten  in- 
"  to  my  ears,  I  am  told,  that  your  drilt  b  only  to 
**  amufe  me  ;  to  leave  me  in  the  war  ever  •,  and  to 
**  account  that  your  faftrty.  But  1  am  not  of  that 
••  fiwth  •,  and  you  do  fee,  that  though  I  may  have 
*'  good  offers,  yet  1  have  forborn,  til^I  might  bring 
•*  in  others. 

"  I  anfwcrcd  him,  that,  for  thcfe  calumniations, 
^  they  were  ever  ufed  by  malicious  fpirits  ;  but  ne- 
"  ver  credited  by  Princes  againft  thofc,  whofe  actions 
"  were  fo  contrary, 

"  For  the  offers  he  had,  her  Majefty  believed  it, 

"  as  I  told  him  before  :  but  for  any  torwardncfs  for 

**  others  •,  firft,  I  faw  it  failed  in  the  original  bc- 

**  ginning  for  his  friends  \  becaufe  neither  the  power 

/'  was  ften,  nor  the  conditions  yet  founded. 

"  He  anfwered,  that  was  true  -,  but  I  fhould  hear 
"  now  forthwith :  And,  for  conditions  between 
"  England  and  Spain j  they  were  eafily  agreed.  The 
**  difficulty  was  for  the  States ;  for  whom,  faith  he, 
*'  muft  we  be  ftill  miferable  in  perpetuity. 

I  3  "  ^ 
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**  I  told  him,  that  was  the  knotty  queffion  i  and, 
^*  till  that  were  decided,  there  could  be  no  furc  re- 
**  folutiori  ;  in  which  I  left  them,  that  were  wife  men, 
**  to  fpcak  from  themfelves. 

^*  He  afked  me  this;  But  what  think  you?  I  made 
*•  difficulty  till  he  preffed  me,  and  then  I  anfwered : 
*'  That  1  heard  many  wife  men  hold  it  for  infallible, 
that  it  were  a  ftrange  apprehenfion  to  all  his  neigh- 
bours,to  behold  a  King  of  Spain^  by  conqueft  or 
contraft,  owner  abfolutely  of  feventeen  Provinces. 
**  He  rofc  up  to  me,  and  faid^  1  was  an  honeft 
*•  man :  he  loved  me  for  my  opinion ;  but,  faith 
**  he,  ufe  no  fuch  fpecch  to  my  Council,  that  I  fay 
«  fo. 

'  ,  •*  I  then  alked  him,  what  his  judgment  was,  how 
*^  things  (hould  bie  carried.  He  then  told  ttie,  that 
*'  the  Staces  would  be  With  him  oA  Saturday :  That 
*•  he  and  I  fhould  meet  aS  only  to  pafs  the  time  i 
*•  and  then  he  would  tell  me  what  they  faid,  and 
**'  what  Bartievelt  would  do,  who  is  mine,  faith  he, 
intirely.  For  there  are,  faith  he,  but  two  wiays  : 
Either  I  fhall  be  driven  to  all  neceffity  and  fury  of 
my  people, who  are  ready  to  rebel  for  peace  %  or  my 
friends  muft  help  me,  which,  I  Iccj  you  mean  not, 
by  maintaining  the  War,  and  in  helping  me  here. 
I  pray  you  therefore^  faith  he,  feeing  you  wilt 
have  war,  fpeak  with  my  Council,  hear  their  rea- 
fons :  1  will  aflign  you  Villercy  and  Maiffe:  Shew 
*^  them  what  the  Qdeen  will  do  for  a  war. 

*'  1  anfA^ered  him,  that  I  feared  I  had  already  paP- 
**  fed  my  commiffion  to  fpeak  fo  openly  5  bu»  his 
**  favourable  ufage  and  commandment  made  me 
**  bold  and  forgetfol.  To  meet  with  his  Council  1 
**  and  my  Fellow  were  ready  at  his  pleafure ;  but  to 
**  deliver  the  Queen's  mind  for  a  war,  was  not  the 
"  gtoind  of  our  commiffion,  we  being  ftnt  to  fee  the 
**  bottom  of  the  likelihood  or  fafety  of  a  treaty.  Arid 
^^  yet  1  defired  him  to  conlider,  that  the  Queen  was 
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?  ma.wftivandib.reckQnedhcr  charges  and  C3(pences 
«c  21  Jaige  \  wjiich,  I  think,  he  had  never  patience  be- 
*^  fore  to  hear  himfelf  ^  neither  fliould  I  have  held^ 
^*  hioi  now^  but  that  h^  was  a-t^d. 

^'  He  denied  many  of  thofe  particulars,  in  t^hich 
^  lanfw^edhUn  ;  and  then  he  fs^id,  I  was  the  foi) 
to  a  Xie^furen    I  told  him  alio,  that  my  Sove- 
reign's cale  was  worft  of  all  three';  for  his  fortune,^ 
♦*  by  her  help,  iqcrcafed :  Th^  States  grew  rich  ^ 
*^  and  flie  had  new  fires  kindled  ftill,  and  yet  nc?( 
**  importunities,  (b  as  her  trouble  was  in  infinitum^ . 
"  Well,  faith  he,  it  is  a  ftrange  mcffage,  when  4 
man  is  \n  need,  and  lacks  help,  to  hear  of  other; 
^*  lacks,  and  former  helps.    If  the  Queen  will  pro- 
^'  pound  her  mind,  what  war  fhe  would  have  to  (39 
««  made,  iaith  he,  \  will  urge  nothing  but  upon  good 
<«  conient.     And  becaufe  you  told  me  yefterday, 
that  I  never  liked  any  thing  but  my  own  ways,  \ 
iay  tins  *,  if  my  plots  be  not  allowed  good,  let  th$ 
^^  Queen  of  England^  if  Ihe   be  alienated  from  9 
peace,  fet  down  the  way  of  a  fafe  war,  in  which 
the  Spaniard  may  be  beaten  indeed  ;    and  then 
<^  will  I  be  found  reafbnable.     But  to  lofe  myfeif, 
and  my  Kingdom,  to  be  piutinied  againft  by  my 
people*  it  is  hard  for  me  to  be  put  to  it. 
*'  I  told  him,  that  our  commiflion  was  to  deal  ip 
that,  which  was  propounded  by  M onfr.  de  Maijfe^ 
which  the  Queen  ^as  borne  in  hand  fhould  njqc 
now  have  been  unready.     For  the  war-making  in 
<<  another  falhion,  we  had  no  power  to  deal  in  jt 
•*  here, 
"  Well,  Iaith  he,  I  fee  you  come  to  win  time. 
For  my  part,  I  would  time  could  be  won  withovt 
lofs  of  my  Kingdom.     But  if  I  (land  on  the  dc- 
"  fenfive  now,  I  lofe  my  reputation  :  If  I  let  go  m,y 
"  hold,  and  my  offers,  my  people  will  rebel  againft 
"  me^  for  though  I  have  honour  to  bind  me,  ypt 
"  they  feel  mifery.     Colours  I  have  none  to  break 
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^^  it ;  for  I  can  have  any  thing :  and,  if  I  have  mv 
^^  own,  what  honoMr  will  tt  be  to  me,  if  it  bfcaK 
*■  hereafter? 

^^  I  told.hin),  that  point  of  a  Angle  pea/de  was  it^ 
^*  which  muft  not  be  difputed  of;  for  then  all 
<*  leagqes  were  ridiculous :  and,  with  pardon  I  mufl; 
^*  fpeak  it,  that,  if  things  (hould  be  (6  carried,  as 
^*  when  one  Mend  had  helped  another  to  eoual  hi^ 
*^  enemy,  he  fhould  then  compound  with  his  third 
^^  enemy  for  his  particular  advantage,  without  his 
^<  confederate ;  it  muft  make  Princes  take  heed  of 
^*  alTuming  others  quarrels ;  and  make  us,  that  were 
•*  their  poor  fervants,  wifli,  that  if  any  luch  ftrange 
•*  accident  (hould  follow,  of  which  we  never  dream^ 
^'  ed,  that  the  Queen  had  but  her  money  in  her 
**  hand,  which  flie  hath  fpent  on  Franccy  and  the 
••  Low  Countries ;  we  doubted  not  but/  with  the 
**  affiftance  of  God  in  her  juft  quarrel,  Spain  would 
^^  get  as  little  at  her  Majefty^s  hands,  as  hitherto  it 
^*  hath  done, 

"  He  told  me,  that  he  liked  me  well  for  my  plam- 
^*  nefs ;  and  that  her  Majefty  might  truft  me  to  dif- 
pute  for  her  :  But  feeing  then,  faith  be,  you  will 
not  have  me  make  peace  alone,  nor  you  may  not 
make  peace  without  the  States ;  what  is  the  third 
way  you  would  wifti  ?  I  pray,  faith  he,  propound  it- 
^^  I  told  him  agab,  we  came  not  to  propound, 
*•  but  to  hear  and  argue  of  that,  which  was  propounded 
and  promifcd  by  Monfr,  de  Maijfe^  to  confider  of 
that  with  his  Council,  and  the  States  Deputies. 
"  No,  faith  he,  then  you  will,  I  perceive,  pu(h 
me  to  the  wall  ftill  to  fpeak.  How  would  you 
like  it,  to  havs  us  two,  that  are  Monarchs,  to 
make  a  peace  with  Spaih^  and  let  the  States  make 
^  a  truce  ? 

**  I  toM  hirt,  it  were  good  to  hear  the  States ;  but 
•♦  if  his  Majei^  would  have  me  tell  him  my  poor 
^  Qpimon»  I  hid  ever  found  them  as  jealous  of  4 
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<<  truce  as  of  a  peace :    And  fo  I  cold  him  the 
••  reafons. 

*'  Well  then,  £dth  he,  what  if  we  could  make  a 
**  temporal  peace,  and  let  them  be  in  a  war  ? 

**  I  told  him,  fo  they  might  not  perifli  by  it,  it 
<<  was  leaft  faGarmful. 

•*  Well,  faith  he,  what !  will  nothing  content  the 
•*  Queen  ?  I  defired  him  to  pardon  me :  When  it 
^  came  to  conference  of  all  fides,  it  ihould  be  de- 
••  bated.  He  would  needs  have  me  fpeak :  I  told 
^<  him,  I  faw  no  caufe,  why  he,  that  had  hctle  to  de- 
fend but  one  frontier,  and  might  be  aflifted  by 
the  States  for  the  prefent,  fhould  not  wear  the 
King  of  Spain  out  of  Picardy  by  little  and  little, 
•'  who  was  old ;  and  time  would  difcover  what  the 
•'  Cardinal's  marriage  would  prove  to  in  thr  Z^tf 
"  Couniries :  And  if  the  Queen  might  but  once  have 
**  qutetneis  in  Ireland^  and  recovered  in  fome  of  her 
*'  own  means,  if  he  were  once  over-preffed,  Ihe 
•*  would  be  the  fame,  that  ever  fhe  was,  to  him. 
*'  Othcrv^ife,  if  a  general  peace,  with  honour  and 
^'  fafety,  might  be  wrought,  her  Majefty  was  (as  I 
^'  laid  before)  not  alienated. 

"  Well,  faith  he,  1  fee  the  device  is,  that  I  muft 
**  ftill  be  tofled ;  my  country  muft  be  miferable, 
^'  and  no  end  muft  be  had.  But^  Sir,  faith  he,  yoa 
*^  (hall  (ee  I  deal  with  you,  not  like  an  Itdlian^  upon 
**  punfto's,  nor  with  devices.  The  Queen  fliall  fee 
**  I  tnift  you,  and  negotiate  freely  with  you  for  her 
^*  fake.  I  will  ipeak  with  you  again  within  two  days. 
*'  I  Ihall  then  know  more,  and  1  will  ftrive  to  bethink 
"  me  with  you,  what  coiirfe  may  be  taken,  which 
**  the  Queen  fhaK  not  mifliike,  unlefs  1  muft  fmart 
*'  for  all.  But  I  pray  you,  faith  he,  uie  this  fpeech 
*^  to  my  Council,  that  you  come  not  to  difluade  me 
**  from  peace,  but  to  fee  upon  what  terms,  of  ho* 
"  nour  and  fafety,  the  Queen  fhall  venture;  and  to- 
<*  fee  how  the  States  mav  'oe  included ;  and  that  the 
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^f  Quc6x  Will  not  abandon  them ;  but  if  they  mstf 
^^  be  fafely  brought  in,  that  you  do  know  the  Queen 
^.  will  not  be  unreafonable :  And  the  rather,  becaufe 
^'  you  find  me  fb  truly  to  difcover  my  impofllbilmes 
^  tp  maintain  a  war,  and  my  palTionate  refoludon 
*'  to  comfort  my  people  with  a  peace  ;  and  {o  bear 
^^  what  will  be  laid  to  you,  and  keep  you  on  thefe 
f '  grounds  (till,  in  which  I  direA  you  with  mine  i 
*^  for  the  Queen  your  Miflrels  will  like  it  well,  that 
^  you  ihould  be  ruled  by  me ;  and  fo  hath  (he 
^'  written  unto  me.  Whereat  I  hardly  could  forbear 
^'  fmiling,  when  he  would  tell  me  what  my  Sovereign 
*^  had  written.  Much  more  pafled  ;  but  it  is  im* 
V'poflible  to  write  all  We  are  forry  to  be  thus 
**  tedious. 

t  ^^  The  affairs  of  the  RsUgion  are  fettled,  wherein 
*^  he  hath  much  complained  to  me  of  them.  They 
^'  have  fenC  me  thanks  for  her  M^elly,  confefling^ 
*'  that  they  were  difpatched  more  fpeedily  at  our  ar« 
5.^  rival  in  ten  days,  than  in  forty  before.  The  King 
^^  himfelf  jnerrily  told  me,  that  when  he  heard  to 
^'  great  an  Hugonot  was  landed,  he  was  fure  I  would 
f  ^  be  a  fpokefman.  I  toki  him,  his  Majefty  knew 
^^  Hugonots  were  honefl  men  ;  and  I  did  hope  they 

{hould  need  no  fpokcfinan  to  him,  feeing  raith  and 

mercy  did  plead  for  them.  Ay,  faid  he,  I  would 
**  they  had  more  difcredon  and  patience. 

•*  The  Duke  of  Bouilbn  is  here,  not  well  content- 
**  ed  in  fome  private  fuits  he  hath.  Efpemon  is  very 
*^  found  with  the  King,  and  counted  one  of  the  moft 
*'  able  men  of  France.  He  ufcth  to  us  great  refpe^t 
^'  and  protefteth  to  owe  her  Majefty  obligation  for 
'^  her  wifhing  the  King  to  deal  well  with  him  in  his 
**  late  perfecution  in  Provence.  ,  Si.  Aldegonde  hath 
^  broken  the  matter  to  the  King  for  Count  Maurice 
.**  to  marry  Madame. 

^^  The  States,  we  can  aflure  your  Lordfliips,  come 
^*  to  oflfer  the  KiAg  continuation  of  the  former  four 
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^  thoQ&id  OKU  paid,  and  CD  increafe  that  charge 
**  (oTxbtT.  Wheuier  your  Lordifaips  or  dicy  have 
*^  informed  her  Majefiy  of  this,  we  know  not  v  but 
^  of  this  I,  the  Secretary,  have  particular  know- 
ledge. They  will  be  here  to-morrow,  with  wfaoni 
we  will  hold  all  good  correfpondency  ;  yet  Barne^ 
••  w//  IS  wholly  French. 

Thofe  of  she  Religion  much  honour  the  Queen  i 
**  but  all  their  couniel  is  this,  the  Queen  muft  round- 
••  ly  help  the  Kbg. 

*•  Thus  have  we  now  delivered  your  Lordihips  ail 
•*  account,  by  way  of  narration,  of  the  fubftancd 
**  of  our  tn}ifos.     We  think  it  therefore  beft  becom- 
^'  ing  the  noean  conceit  we  have  of  our  own  flendef 
^^  judgment,  to  refer  the  cenfure  to  her  Majefty*^ 
^^  wiidom,  hoping,  at  our  return,  to  deliver  feme 
^'  foch  account,  as  may  juftify  our  duty  and  diligence. 
^^  And  if,  under  her  Majefty's  gracious  pardon,  wd 
^  ihal)  be  commanded  to  fpeak  what  our  weak  un- 
derftandings  (hall  have  gathered,  we  (hall  do  it 
more  confidently,  when  we  are  where  we  may 
ftrengthen  our  argument  by  verbal  replacation^ 
betfier  than  by  letters ;  for  we  are  not  unacquaint- 
^*  ed»  faowealily  letters  maybe  intercepted  under  othet 
^  colours,  and  what  toys  for  the  moft  part  cypheri^ 
**are. 
^^  Seeing  the  States  are  at  hand,  we  (hall  have  uni- 
formity in  our  negotiation*     We  doubt  not  there- 
fore, within  ten  days  after,  to  have  finiflied  our 
'^  conference,  and  to  be  at  the  fea-fide  within  (it 
"  days  after.     If  your  Lordihips  will  fay,   that  we 
**  were  inftrudted  ta  advertife  before  we  conclude, 
^*  we  will  be  bold  to  let  your  Lordihips  know,  that 
**  we  neither  have  nor  mean  to  take  any  liberty  of 
**  conclufion.     For,  as  your  Lordihips  know,  we 
**  came  but  to  inquire,    to  confer,  and  advertife, 
**  whether  we,  that  are  here,  by  common  confc- 
*^  rence,  find,  that  a  treaty  may  be  thought  expc- 
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^^  client  for  all  parties.  We  think  therefore,  that 
*<  we  (hall  do  our  duty  fufBciently,  to  adv^rtife  per- 
*^  ibnaily  all  fuch  relblucions :  for^ieeing  we  are  now 
**  at  Angers^  inftead  of  Ri^an^  and  that  we  never 
^'  heard  one  word  from  England  of  frefher  date  than 
^^  the  24th  of  February y  we  hope  your  Ix>rd(hip8 
*^  will  conceive,  that  we  have  fmall  hope  of  perfeft- 
**  ing  any  thing  by  anfwers  to  any  diipatches.  This 
^'  is  therefore  that,  which  we  intend,  and  which  we 
*'  think  is  agreeable  to  our  conuniflion,  to  inform 
^'  ourfelves  of  the  power,  which  the  King  of  Spain 
*^  doth  fend  for  a  general  treaty  ;  to  hear  the  States 
reafons ;  and  fee  what  they  will  do :  to  6nd  alfo  by 
conference  with  all  thefe  parties,  whether  the  King 
**  will  leave  them,  or  no.  To  the  States  we  mean 
*'  to  ule  no  language,  but  of  all  correfpondency;  and 
yet  to  let  them  know,  howfeever  their  reafons  or 
their  wills  (hall  divert  peaci-making,  that,  if  for 
*^  their  caufe  the  war  be  continued,  they  muft  think 
'^  to  bear  the  greater  burden,  and  not  increafe  or 
*'  continue  her  Majefty's  infupportable  charge  for 
**  them. 

Laftly,  for  the  better  juftification  of  our  retun), 
we  do  thus  conclude,  that  if  the  treaty  with  the 
^^  enemy  {hall  go  forward,  it  muft  be  at  fpme  place 
^^  near  England ;  the  continuation  wjiereof  in  fpeech 
♦*  (hall  be  carried  on  ftill  between  the  French  King , 
^  and  them,  whilft  we,  in  the  mean  time,  have  in- 
*'  formed  her  Majcfty*s  judgment,  and  (he  there- 
•*  upon  ^efoive ;  which  is  the  fartheft  of  our  com- 
*'  miOion.  If  we  find,  that  the  Queen  (hail  be  forced 
^^  to  charges  of  a  war,  then  mu(l  the  war  be  advifed 
"  and  rcfolved  on  by  her  Majefty ;  of  which  two 
^^  flfuun  points,  God  forbid  we  (hould  either  prefume 
**  to  advifc,  or  your  Lord(hips,  if  you  would  attri- 
^^  bute  any  thing  to  the  fmall  knowledge,  which  we 
^^  have  gathered  in  this  negotiation,  fall  to  any  refo- 
^<  lution  upon  our  letters,  which  are  but  maimed  and 
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^*  barren  informadons,  in  fuch  intricate  quefcions^  in 
*^  comparifon  of  perianal  relations.  Our  fuit  is 
*^  therefore  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  feeing  time  can- 
^*  not  prejudice  the  Queen,  to  like  of  this  courie,  that 
^<  her  Majefty  will  be  plcafed  to  lend  us  ihipping  fat 
•*  Cam^  whereby  we  (hall  fave  two  hundred  miles 
^  riding,  the  coafl  being  as  fit  as  Dieppe  in  all  re- 
*'  fpe6ts ;  and  that  they  may  be  there  by  the  12th  of 
**  this  next  yipriL 

T$ur  Lordjhips  bumhfy  at  commanimenP^ 

Ro.  Cecyll, 
J.  Herbert. 

•*  YourLordfhip,  my  Lord  Admiral,  doth  know, 
^^  that  Efierebam  is  a  very  good  road  hard  by 
**  Caen  J  where,  if  we  might  have  the  Anfwer^ 
^^  or  the  Adventure  with  Capt.  Rtfnoldes^  we 
^^  would  be  glad. 
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On  the  27th  of  the  fame  month  they  wrote  m^ 
other  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  in  the  fol* 
lowing  terms  (y): 

May  it  pleafeyour  Lord/hips^ 

Having  had  this  day  and  yefterday  our  confe* 
rence  in  the  caftle  of  Angers  with  the  King's  Coun- 
**  cil,  and  to-day  morning  with  the  States  Deputies, 
^  we  think  it  fit  to  fend  your  Lordfiiips  this  account 
^  by  this  bearer,  whom  I  have  caufe  to  fend  into 
•'  England.  We  have  alfo  received  her  Majcfty's 
**  letter  by  Mr.  Mole^zxA  your  Lord  (hips,  that  night 
**  at  feven  of  the  clock  ^  with  anfwer  whereunto  he 
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'**  fhall  return,  having  fent  this  day  to  have  audience 
**  to-morrow,  but  cannot  have  k,  becaufe  the  King 
**  is  in  phyfic.  We  were  promifed  it  the  next  day  j 
*'  and  then  we  will  both  together  deliver  the  fubftance 
*'  of  her  Majefty's  royal  inftruftions  to  himfclf  in 
**  private.  He  received  the  States  Commiflioners  in 
the  Gaftle  yefterday,  where  he  kept  his  court,  his 
t>wn  town-lodging  being  ftreight.  They,  that 
**  treated  with  us,  were  the  Chancellor,  the  Duke 
*'  Efpernon^  Duke  Bouillon^  Monfr.  Sancy^  Villeroy^ 
♦•'  Maijfe^  Pteffis^  and  Schamberg.  When  we  did 
*'  affemble,  I,  the  Secretary,  was  placed  at  the  board- 
*'  end,  and  the  Duke  Efpemon  on  my  right-hand, 
*'  and  the  Chancellor  on  my  left  •,  I,  John  Herbert^ 
**  t\QxtEfpernon  on  that  fide,  and  the  Duke  of  Bouillon 
•  *'  over-againft  me ;  and  fo  the  others  in  their  pUccs. 
"  1,  the  Secretary,  did  deliver  unto  them  the  like  lan- 
guage, which  I  held  to  the  King  5  firft,  to  Jhew  the 
fubftance  of  our  legation  was  only  to  fatisfy  the 
King,  that  he  might  thereby  fee  her  Majefty  would 
, "  neither  difcredit  any  thing,  which  he  fhould  believe, 
•*  nor  fever  herfelf  from  him  at  any  time,  either  in 
*'  counfcl  or  aftion  of  importance,  according  to  the 
'  "  obligadon  of  faith  and  honour  between  them  j  for 
otherwife  we  both  had  charge  to  proteft,  in  her 
Majefty's  name,  that  (he  doth  nothing  with  any 
belief  in  any  thing,  which  fhould  proceed  from  fo 
*'  corrupt  an  enemy,  in  whom  (he  had  difcovcred  fo 
^*  notorious  pra<5lice  and  coUufion.  And  fo  it  "was 
**  declared  unto  them,  how  the  treaty  in  the  Duke  of 
**  Parma* s  time  was  carried ;  2[nd  how  Ricbardot  then 
•'  did  ufe  himfelf ;  in  which  refpeft  her  Majefty,when 
*'  Monfr.  de  Maijfe  had  (hewed  the  inclination  of  the 
•*  common  enemy,  in  refpeft  of  his  great  neceflities, 
*'  and  when  he  feemed  fo  much  to  aflfure  herMajefty 
of  a  power  already  given  to  comprehend  her.  and 
the  States  in  the  treaty  ;  herMajefty,  notwithftand- 
•Vinjg,  when  (he  heard  from  what  broken  trumpet 
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^<  that  was  founded,  did  fo  little  cxpcft  to  find  arty 
^'  thing  of  fubftance  follow  on  in  conclufion,  as  he 
'*  ^uld  not  foiget^  with  what  earneftnefs  fhc  did 
**  cohteft  it  with  him,  that  even  in  that  original  cir- 
**  cumfisinGe,  wherein  Ricbardotwds  ured,it  would  be 
•*  found,  if  it  were  tried,  that  they  were  not  fo  pro- 
•*  vided,  but  they  would  be  found  abufers.     Nevcr- 
^*  thelefs,  dmigs  being  here  otherwife  conceived,  and 
*^  her  Majeftjr  being  loth  to  be  fcandalized  to  have  in- 
^  temipced  fuch  a  good  intention  for  the  public  good 
^^*  o(Cbrifienda9f$^  ihe  had  thought  it  fit»  by  this  pub&c 
•'  fending,  to  make  trial  of  the  probabilities,  to  come 
'**  to  that,  whereof  (he  had  conceived  fo  general  ex- 
*^^  pe6tation ;  defiring  to  be  cleared  by  them  in  par- 
^^  Mular,  how  all  things  ftood  in  that  firft  point,  and 
•*  m  all  other  ;   and  what  was  returned  by  the  coU- 
"•*  ricr,  which  I  perceived,  by  the  King's  own  fpcech, 
**  was  returned  to  Bruffels.    The  Chancellor  made  a 
•*  ftudied  fpeech  of  formalities,  amplifying  in  gene- 
1  the  King's  fincerity,  and  his  neceffity,  and  how 
ceptable  a  thing  it  was  to  fave  Chriftian  blodd : 
**  and  dierrfore  wiflied,that  we  woukl  deliver  the  par- 
*^  aculars  of  that  we  had  to  fay,  or  to  require,  in  this 
^^  great  queftion.     We  anfwered  again,  that  as  the 
^  queftion  did  now  confift,  whether  it  might  be 
"  likely  a  treaty  of  peace  to  work  conclufion  of  g(5bd 
**  condiuons  to  all  pardes  interefted,  fuch  as  in  Ho^ 
**  nour  and  fafety  might  be  accepted  of  by  all ;  fo,tilI 
this  firft  point  were  cleared,  it  was  hard  to  defend 
into  other  particulars,  becaufe  herMajefty's  honbur 
was  too  much  engaged  already  by  this,  which  (he  Had 
done.     Hereupon  Efpermn^  who  is  a  difcerning 
fpirit,  looking  upon  Monfr.  de  Bouilhn^  and 'he 
looking  down  to  Villeroy  Cas  though  the  Chandel- 
"  lor  had  laid  what  he  was  capable  of ),  Villeroy  took 
"  the  tale,  and  did  declare  from  the  beginning  hbw 
"  the  matter  had  been  carried  :    that  the  enemy  had 
^  kmg  f  efearchcd  the  King ;  that  the  King  was  of- 
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^*  fered  all  the  places,  which  the  enemy  held  (aceori- 
ing  to  that  whi(;h  Maijfe  had  told  theQjjeen);  and 
that  the  King  ftUi  perlifted,  that  it  was  in  vain  €q 
•*  think  of  any  competition,  except  his  Allies  were 
*'  included  ;  whereby  the  matter  was  traiaed  on  in 
**  length  until  the  lofs  of  Amiens^  and  then  it  was  rc- 
*^  newed  •,  and  fo,  fince  that  time^  Ricbardot  had 
♦'  affured  it,  that  there  was  power- very  authentical 
^'  to  treat  in  general,  if  it  were  fb  intended  on  all 
**  fides :  .whereupon  he  faid  Monfr.  de  Maijfe  wasdtf- 
^'  patched,  and  detained  there  fix  weeks  about  it,  and 
••  another  fent  to  the  States  to  advcrtife  them  accord- 
•*  ingly.  And  fince,  upon  her  Majefty's  queftion  of 
*'  that  power,  which  the  Deputies  had,  the  King 
*'  had  given  charge  to  examine  the  power  \  and  to 
•*  the  intent,  that  they  of  the  Spanijb  part  (hould 
**  (hew  that,  which  they  had,  the  Kjng^s  Deputies 
•*  were  commanded  to  Ihcw  their  commiilion  from 
•*  the  French  King  •,  whereupon  they  (hewed  theirs^ 
^^  without  the  which  there  was  no  reafon  to  defire  ta 
•*  fee  theirs. 

**  In  conclufion,  it  appeared  only  a  commiflion 
•*  for  France  authentical  5  but  for  the  Queen  and  the 
*•  States  there  was  only  a  power  from  the  Guxlinal  % 
•*  which  being  refufed,  it  was  faid,  that  her  Majefty's 
^  fending  to  the  IQands  made  them  in  i9/0//ydefperatei 
•'  that  Ihe  intended  to  treat,  which  was  the  change  of 
•*  it  5  but  that  (hould  not  be  the  let  of  it  j  and  there- 
**  fore  moved  the  French  King's  Miniftcr  for  leave  to 
**  fend  into  Spain  for  a  new  commifiion :  the  an- 
*'  fwer  whereof  was  returned,  though  not  certified 
•*  hither ;  but  every  hour  attended.  It  was  anfwcr- 
•*  ed  by  us,  that  for  her  Majefty*s  arming  to  fea,  it 
might  have  been  well  replied,  that  in  that  point 
fhe  would  have  done  no  otherwife,  though  ihe 
*^  had  been  engaged  in  a  treaty;  for  fhe  ihould  have 
**  then  differed  from  the  King  of  Spain  himfelf,  and 
**  from  the  French  King,  and  all  others.    But  for 
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**  the  ftate  of  the  affair  now  in  prefent,    we  were 
• '  fony ,  that  by  mifcarriage,  or  mal  entenduy  the  Queen 
*'  had  been  no  fboner  admoniftied,  that  fhe  might 
*•  have  ftaid  our  journey ;   and  that  it  happened  ill 
"  for  her  Majefty,  that  de  Maijfe  did  not  believe  the 
Queen's  doubts :  Whereupon,  becaufe  that  ipeech 
was.  directed  to  Monfr.  de  Maiffe^  and  that  bpth 
^  EJpemon^  and  all  the  Religion-fide,  looked  upon 
•*  him,  as  who  jfliould  fay,  it  belonged  to  him  to 
••  (peak,  he  took  upon  him  then  to  anfwer.    Firft, 
**  he  confefled,  that  the  Queen  did  (hew  her  wifdom 
in  the  doubts  concerning  the  peace ;  but  that  flie 
needed  not  have  embraced  peace,  except  fhe  plead- 
ed;  for  his  commiflion  tended  as  much  toperfuadc 
•*  her  to  make  war  as  peace ;   and  that  his  Maftcr's 
^^  caufe  and  fortune  fcood  at  that  time  upon  more 
"  than  a  formality  of  fending  to  this  end  only :  neither 
.  *'  needed  it  be  made  fuch  a  matter,  as  who  (hould 
•*  fay,  there  one  King  had  fent  to  another ;  for  truth 
**  of  Princes  a£tions  ftood  not  upon  rumours,  which 
*^  follow padions  ;  neither  was  the  treaty  at  that  time 
•*  otherwifc  to  have  been  carried :    and  if  her  Ma- 
jefty would  have  refol  ved  particularly  of  a  war,  flie 
would  not  have  followed  fo  precifcly  the  overture 
of  a  peace ;    but  her  Majefty  was  abiblute,  and 
^'  might  draw  on  her  caufes  at  her  pleafure,  and  her 
"  refolutions.     The  King  was  preffcd  to  take  oppor- 
"  tunides,  when  they  were  offered  ;  and  the  Queen 
"  hath  done  herfelf  honour  not  to  refufe  to  fend. 
She  meddled  not  with  the  Spaniard^  but  took  off 
the  public  fcandal  -,  and  therefore  it  was  too  much 
^'  uigod,  that  the  Queen's  honour  was  damnified  in 
**  dcSig  what  (he  did.     To  this  point  they  moft  of 
^*  them  agreed  with  one  voice,  that  her  fending  was 
**  moft  neceflary  and  moft  honourable. 

"  Hereto  we  anfwered,  that  we  could  not  dilute. 
"  that  circumftance  further,  whether  her  Majefty 
^^  had  good  or  harm  by  fending  \  neither  was  it 
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^^  urged,  as  if  her  Majefly  would  have  thought  top 
**  much  to  fend  to  the  furtheft  part  o£  his  kingdorp 
*^  to  do  him  honour  :  But  this  I  muft  fiy,  uhder  his 
**  favour,  that  1,  the  Secretary,  never  underflood  it, 
•*  having  had  the  honour  to  wait  upon  her  Majefty's 
•*  Council,  when  he  was  with  them ;   but  that  his 
**  whole  fcope  was  to  (hew  the  great  offers  of  Spain^ 
*^  and  how  fit  it  was  to  end  war ;  and  that  the  King 
**  prefumed  he  did  a  great  work  in  it :   and  th^t  it 
**  Was  now  to  be  taken,,  when  the  King  of  Spaing  n^r 
"  ceflitics  were  fo  important;  fo  as  when  her  Majcr 
^*  fty  found  by  the  diicourfe  (and  that  notwithftand- 
**  ing  the  Spatiijh  Kng  was  in  great  want),  yet  a  peace 
**  was  fo  neccffary,  her  Majefly  thought  of  no  other 
fubjcd  to  be  handled,  than  to  inform  herfelf,  wh^c 
appearance  there  was  of  coming  lafely  and  honouir- 
*'^bly  to  that  paciBcadon.     The  point  of  inciting 
**  the  Queen  to  a  war  was  of  all  points  the  oioft  un-. 
•*  neceflary  -,  for  the  Queen  was  then  in  a  war  piom 
•'  than  ever  before-times.    She  had  an  army  newly 
*'  returned  from  Tea.     She  had  her  troops  in  France 
*^  maintained   nine  months  beyond  promife :    her 
**  forces  in  the  Low  Countries ;  eight  or  ten  thoufaad 
**  men  in  Ireland ;  and  now  preparation  to  fea ;    fo. 
**  as  fo?  any  fuch  matter,  if  that  had  been  the  purpofe 
**  only  of  his  coming,  her  Majcfty  might  have  rcr 
«*  folved  without  fending  us. hither.     We  told  them. 
*'  alfo,  that  it  feemed  ftrange  to  us,  that  the  King, 
**  who,   we  knew,  could  not  have  the  thought^o 
•*  conclude  fingly,  would  fo  far  (hew  himfclf  in  this, 
•'  before  he  had  founded  the  condidons  for  the  Queen 
•*  in  fome  parricglars  5  for  this  was  enough  to  make 
**  the  matter  fufpefted,  that  there  was  no  fincerity  ; 
**  and  that  the  enemy  would  raife  himfclf  reputation 
*'  by  it.    Then  Villefoy  anfwcred, 

*'  Th^t,  withoj3t  a  l^egjinning,  things  copld  not  be 

^  founded :    fome  one  mufl:  fpeak ;  or  clfe  nothing 

•*  .coul(j  be  knpwn. :  Aftd  this  he  would  protefl:,  and. 
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•*  knew  a!fo,  that  the  King  had  protcftcd  it  to  us, 
•*  that  he  was  ftill  la  cbarte  blanche  in  this  matter ; 
*'  and  had  ever  refolutely  told  them,  that  they  did 
**  fpeak  to  a  dead  wall,  as  long  as  they  went  about  to 
**  fever  him  from  the  Queen :  and  therefore  that 
"  there  was  nothing  but  juft  proceeding,  and  fuch 
•*  as  no  way  ought  to  dilpltafe  the  Queen,  which  he 
**  waswiHing  to  fpeak  here  before  good  witneflcs ;  and 
**  that  the  French  King's  Deputies  had  been  fain  to 
•*  ufc  art  to  pleafe  them,  and  keep  them  together, 
**  the  l^ate  being  in  perfon  on  the  frontiers  now  five 
"  months ;  and  die  Spanijb  Deputies,  who  were  apt 
**  to  think,  by  the  length  of  the  matter,  that  the 
•«  French  King  did  but  mock  them  by  the  Queen  of 
•*  Englatufs  confent ;  fo  as  in  the  mean  time,  if  we 
••  would  either  ftay  two  or  three  days,  or  enter  now 
"  into  particulars  what  the  Queen's  conditions  were, 
"  either  to  demand  in  the  peace,  or  elfe  what  the 
**  Queen  would  do  to  help  the  King  by  war,  they* 
^^  would  hear  it;  and  it  would  win  timeagainfc  that 
*•  anfwer  arrived. 

**  We  then,  that  faw  to  what  end  this  tended,  and 
"  what  we  ftiould  get  at  his  council  by  reafon  or  dilpu- 
"  tation,  having  nothing  to  offer  for  the  war,  but  only 
"  die  laying  before  them  herMajefty's  former  charges 
"  with  France^  and  his  great  debts  to  her  (which  we 
•*  are  furc  Efpernon  nor  divers  there  never  heard  of 
"  before),  we  did  for  the  reft,  and  for  the  prefent, 
**  think  fit  to  have  the  aid  of  the  States,  who,  we 
**  knew,  had  both  arguments  to  diflTuade  peace,  and 
"good offers  to  prefent'the  King,  which  wcigheth 
**  down  all  benefit  paft  in  this  corrupted  time  and 
"  council. 

**  Wc  replied  further,  that  as  we  were  particularly 
"  charged,  firft,  to  make  fpecial  inquifitioh  of  the 
**  peace,  in  which  the  Queen  had  been  fo  often  dealt 
"  with  ;  and  that  we  underftood  the  States  were  ar- 
•*  rived  (with  whom  in  counfcl  and  ^on  we  were 
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**  to  hold  corrcfpondcncy)  feeing  that  firft  matter 
^'  would  fo  fhortly  be  cleared,  that  we  did  think  it 
^^  an  orderly  way  to  confer  with  them ;  and  that  they 
*'  might  alfo  be  heard>  all  parties  prefent ;  by  wMch 
*^  means  things  might  be  expedited,  and  the  anfwer 
^  **  of  the  power  attended  for,  efpecially  coniidering 
**  the  refpedt, which  ought  to  be  carried  toward  them; 
*^  and  having  fo  freely  called  them  into  a  league, 
*'  offenfive  or  defenfive,  whereof  none  better  could 
tell  than  Monfr.  Bouillon  and  Sancy^  whofe  in«- 
dance  in  the  King's  behalf  made  that  to  be  done, 
which  the  Queen  did ;  for  what  need  was  there  for 
*^  her  to  tie  herfelf  with  new  formalities,  when  air 
^^  ready  her  Majefty,  next  after  God,  and  without 
*'  any  manner  of  utility  by  any  contraft,  had  fo  roy» 
^^  ally  and  fortunately  afTifled  him,  and  the  Low 
^^  Countries?  fo  that  if  this  (hould  now  be  violated, 
*^  they,  that  were  leaft  touched,  whomfoever,  could 
*'  not  but  run  the  hazard  of  fcom  and  infomy. 
,  *'They  all  allowed  of  the  courfc  propounded  j  and 
^'  fo  we  parted  >  and  afterwards,  it  being  very  late, 
*'  we  were  brought  to  the  King  in  the  garden.  When 
^'  we  came  to  him,  and  that  he  had  done  with  the 
**  States  Commiflioners,  the  King  told  me,  the  Secre- 
^^  tary,  that  he  had  caufed  this  number  to  affcmble 
^'  at  Hrft,  becauie  this  was  an  affair,  that  touched  his 
^^  whole  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  had  made  a  mixture 
^*  of  all  fuch,  as  were  of  fcveral  difpofitions,  to  the 
**  intent  that  every  one  of  them,  on  whom  depend- 
*'  ed  fo  many  fcveral  parties,  might  know  his  man- 
<'  ner  of  proceeding,  and  to  give  fatisfaAion  in  grofs 
to  the  multitude,  each  of  them  having  a  quantity 
of  people,  who  do  move  no  further  than  as  their 
heads  do  fway  them.  The  Chancellor  ( that  hn 
**  homme)  and  Maijfe^  he  laid,  were  Minifters  of  his 
juftice,  and  affodates  with  his  courts  of  Parliament. 
Efpernon  no  leagger,  but  affedting  the  reputarioit 
*'  now  of  a  devout  Romnift,  and  very  froward  to. 
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•*  them  of  the  Religion.  Sancy  and  Filler qi^^  witb 
^  Scbamhergy  afFeding  the  peace,  as  knowing  his 
*•  extreme  neceffities.  The  Duke  of  Bouillon  and 
•*  Pleffby  he  laid,  he  needed  not  defcribe,  for  we 
*•  knew  them.  This  cenfure  he  gave  me,  the  Se- 
"crctary,  in  his  garden,  of  them,  when  we  re- 
**  turned  from  our  conference  with  them :  and  the 
**  iirft  queftion>  which  he  alked  me,  when  I  fav^ 
^  him,  was,  whether  I  had  not  told  his  Council,  that 
the  Queen  was  no  way  againft  any  peace,  of  pur- 
pofe  to  keep  him  in  war  and  mifery ;  pretending 
to  have  defire  to  put  that  out  of  his  people's 
**  heads :  and  thereupon  recounted  to  me  very  many 
*^  bad  offices  and  conceits,  which  had  been  wrought 
'^  into  his  head,  which  I  did  fatisfy,  I  hope,  and 
**  /bund  neceiiary ;  the  account  whereof  may  be  fit 
^  for  another  time.  I  told  him,  I  fliould  much 
**  have  injured  her  Majefty,  if  I  (hould  have  faid 
*^  otherwUe ;  and  fo  gave  him  an  account  of  all  that 
^'  had  paffed ;  of  which  he  leemed  to  allow  ^  and 
*^  when  this  was  done,  he  retired,  and  fent  us  into 
^*  a  banqueting-houfe,  where  mufic  was,  and  there 
**  we  fpent  the  tinie,  I,  John  Herbert^  fome  time 
*^  conferring  with  the  States  Deputies,  and  I,  the 
**  Secretary,  with  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^  with  whbm 
**  they,  by  Edmondes^  do  hold  private  correfpond- 
*•  ency,  he  being  one,  whom  he  trufteth,  bc- 
*'  fides  private  fpeeches,  when  he  is  appointed  td 
"  walk  with  me,  and  accompany  me. 

••  This  day  the  States  Commiflioners  had  confe- 
"  rcncc  -with  us  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  hours  ^ 
•*  wherein  we  did  acquaint  them  what  courfe  we  held 
**  with  the  King  and  his  Council :  how  much  we  had 
**  been  in  pan  for  lack  of  their  company ;  and  with 
**  what  ftnut  commandment  her  Majcfly  had  injoin- 
"  ed  us  to  publifh  to  the  world  in  what  eftimation" 
^  ihe  held  that  State,  a  matter  whereof  we  needed 
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not  to  ufe  large  proteftations,  feeing  the^  did  dai<« 
*'  ly  feed  upon  the -fruits  of  her  Majefty's  extra- 
**  ordinary  protediion.  Only  left  ibme  fuch,  as  did 
*'  defire  to  fever  themfelves  artificially,  nnighc  have 
•*  fct  on  foot  fome  bruit,  that  her  Majcfty  meant 
•'  to  fepk  her  own  quiet  withbut  refpedt  of  them  •,  I 
>^  thought  it  fit  to  affare  them  to  the  contrary ; 
V  and,  for  proof  of  it,  to  appeal  to  the  Ddce  of 
**  Bouillon^  who  could  well  tell  what  courfe  we  held 
*'  in  our  conference  yefterday  with  the  Council  5  de- 
**  firing  them  tO\  bethink  themfelves  how  to  dilTuade 
**  the  King  from  treaty  with  Spaift^  if  they  could 
"  not  be  reconciled  from  their  doubtfuhicfs  or  hcark- 
*'  ening  to  a  peace, 

•*  Monfr.  Barnevelt  hereupon  did  very  formally 
**  yield  us  thanks  in  her  Majefty's  behalf,  protefiing 
*'  afluied  confidence  in  the  Queen,  with  acknow*' 
^^  ledgment  of  all  her  Cormer  benefits ;  as  alfo  for 
^*  that,  which  they  had  underftood  fince  they  came 
^^  to  this  place,  how  her  Majefty  had  demonftntfed 
**  her  favour  towards  them,  thanking  us  very  much 
•  ^*  of  the  particular  corrclpondency,  which  wc  held 
*'  now  in  conimunicating  with  them  wlmt  had  pafled 
^*  of  btej  as  alfo  in  having  certifipd  them,  before 
**  they  came  into  this  town,  of  fuch  things,  as  were 
^'  convenient,  by  thofe  confident  pcrfons,  that  were 
M  ufed  between  us,  whereof  one  is  Mr.  Edmondes^ 
•'  who  is  very  trufty  and  fufficient ;  the  other  is  one 
*^  Aerfens^  whom  they  do  truft,  and  do  mean  to 
*•  leave  as  their  agent.  After  this  they  went 
**  plainly  to  work,  that  their  State  ipight  not 
^*  hearken  to  peace,  or  treat  of  peace;  and  thaf 
*'  their  comtniffion  was  refolutely  to  proteft  agakif): 
♦'  it  J  that  tHey  found  all  the  King's  Council,  with- 
**  whom  they  have  had  any  fpeech,  palfionatc  for 
•f  it ;  and  that  the  King  did  plainly  tell  them, 
•?  |bat  though  in  his  nature  he  did  not  defire  ic  \ 
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**  yet  by  the  inquietude  of  the  people,  and  nc- 
**  ceffity  of  his  affairs,  'he  (hould  be  forced  to  accept 
**  it  for  fome  time,  unlefs  he  were  better  afllfted : 
"And  therefore  they  concluded  to  lis,  that  all  their 
**  truft  was  in  the  Queen  of  England^  who  onJy  ha4 
**  power  to  alter  it.  We  told  them,  that  we  had  laid 
before  the  King  the  (Iriftnefs  of  the  tripartite 
^*  league,  and  the  danger  for  him  to  truft  to  Spain, 
"  who  would  only  fcrve  himfelf  of  him  againft  others, 
*'  thereby  to  ruin  both.They  anfwered,  that  thofe  things 
^*  were  in  vain  :  they  had  iaid  them  often.  Leagues 
**  between  Princes  had  civil  conftruftions  j  and  bene- 
^'  fits,  that  are  paft,  help  no  future  things ;  neither 
**  are  prefent  neceflities  (wherein  it  is  in  vain  to  con- 
**  teft  with  them,  that  muft  be  judges  of  their  owii 
**  lack)  remedied  with  remuneration  of  good  turns 
**  paft.  They  therefore  came  firily  refolvcd  to  obfti-; 
^*  nate  any  treaty,  and  doubted  not  but,  er6  this 
^  time,  their  fellows  had  been  in  England,  and  had 
procured  us  authority  to  do  as  they  wotild  do  ^ 
namely^  to  divert  the  Ring,  by  repreftnting  to 
him  the  prefent  extremities  of  the  Spaniards,  which 
made  them  fo  willing  to  treat ;  and  by  pf  efentation 
*^  of  fome  other  manner  of  projeft  to  help  him  to 
•*  beat  the  Spanifl^  army  out  of  the  Ltm  Countries. 
**  To  this  we  anfwered  them,  that  we  had  no  fuch 
**  difpatch,  but  only  to  follow  our  former  inftrufti- 
••  ons,  as  we  had  already  informed  them. 

"  Further,  we  held  fome  difcourfc  with  them, 
"  why  they  fliould  not  hearken  to  a  treaty,  if  thofe 
*^  conditions  (with  banifliing  of  ftrangers)  might  be 
"  made  by  a  treaty,  that  were  to  be  defired  by  a  war^ 
which  was  ftibjeft  to  adverfe  fuccefi.  Whereunto  they 
*f  anfwered,  that  it  was  the  way  to  their  perdition, 
*•  ever  to  acknowledge  any  one  perfon  whatfocver 
"  for  their  Sovereign,  either  as  King  of  Spain^  or 
•*-Dukcof  S«f^«»^:  thatMonarchs  might  bind  and 
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^^  loofcy  as  they  f^w  cai^e ;  but  thp  compofidoQ  of 
^^  their  State  being  once  $dcered»  H  would  diOblve  of 
**  itfclf  5  faying,  it  W4s  not  only  the  condition  of  re* 
^'  moving  Spapijh  forces  and  flrangers,  but  all  fuch 
*'  natives  of  the  provinces  as  were  now  Spaniolifed^ 
which  was  far  greater  in  number  than  xhi^Spa^ards 
were,  "VVc  tp!d  them,  they  bcft  knew  their  State  ; 
*'  but  many  wife  men  were  of  another  opinion:  yet 
^<  feeing  they  did  fo  refolve,  it  was  not  we,  that 
♦«  cpuld  alter  it,  but  rather  yield  to  them  the  power 
^^  tp  Know  themfelves  better  than  any  ot|ier  could 
<'  do :  Only  tUs  we  thought,  they  fhould  not  find  it 
^'  a|i  eafy  work  to  do  in  hafte ;  though,  for  our 
^*  parts,  we  y^iflxed  it  were  fo :  And  therefore,  if  they 
f  ^  (Tould  divert  the  King  from  the  courfe  his  Councd 
^'  had  trained  him  in,  by  argument  or  offer,  wc 
^'  {hould  be  very  glad ;  and  did  indeed  conceive^ 
^^  that  if  they  would  ykn  with  the  French  King  in 
i^  making  war  (yrho  now  had  need  to  make  it  but 
^^  in  one  p]ace),  and  not  embrace  thefeenterprizesin 
*'  places  more  remote,  there  might  come  good  of 
**  this  interruption.  They  told  us,  that  it  was  rea- 
f*  fonablc  b^r  Majcfty  Ihpuld  fend  over  an  army  of 
*'  twelve  or  thirteen  thoufand  men,  which  would 
mal^e  way  into  the  very  heart  of  all  he  pofleficth. 
We,  finding  in  them  this  ipeech,  did  plainly 
let  them  know,  that  her  Majefty's  fleet  at  lea,  and 
f ^  armies,  which  had  been  iqit  out  to  make  a  diver-^ 
fion  of  the  enemy's  forces,  befidps  many  other 
great  charges  in  Ireland^  and  elfe where,  have  fb 
**  ^mucti  ipcreafed,  as  her  Majefty  woqld  be  well  ad- 
•*  vifed  hpw  to  engage  herfelf  fuddenly  for  others ; 
^*  efpecially  fteing,  in  lieu  of  that  (he  had  purchafed 
f*  for  theiPj  (he  was  never  as  yet  reimburfed  of  one 
^*  halfpcnyt  They  fbifted  oft  that  with  their  ordi- 
f*  nary  excufe?,  and  ftiU  iafifted,  whether  we  had 
!f  heard  out  of  England  fince  the  arrival  of  their  De? 
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f*  pa6eSf  or  no ;  for  they  did  hope  by  chat  time  her 
^^  Majdty  had  heard  them,  ihe  would  take  fome 
*'  iiich  idiblqtion :  and  if  our  army  were  once  kept 
•^  together  in  Picardjj  or  Artois^  England  need  not 
^'  be  in  doubt,  no  not  if  France  fliould  leave  the 
^^  Queen  and  them ;  for  ihe  might  ever  be  Miftrefs 
"  of  the  fcas.  We  told  them,  that  it  was  true,  that 
*^  if  there  were  nothing  to  be  fufpeded  but  fuch  a 
^*  main  invafion  as  was  in  88,  her  Majefty  might 
♦*  well  prepare  to  defend  by  ftrength  at  fea :  but 
^  whether  that  were  a  chai^  fupportable  or  no,  we 
**  left  them  to  judge,  Bcfides,  we  law  the  enemy 
**.  took  unfeaibnable  times  in  winter,  when  a  navy 
«f  could  not  ever  be  m^tained  at  fea ;  and  that  by 
^^  the  mqms  their  Ihipping  was  never  from  Spam^ 
^*  by  the  which  he  might  tranfport  a  convenient  army 
on  a  fudden.  We  told  them  alfo,  that  experience 
laft  year  ihewed  us,  that  they  durft  come  in  the 
winter ;  auid  that  they  meant  to  make  war  of  an^ 
^^  Other  fkftuon :  and  further,  that  even  from  Calaisy 
^^  with^ies,  an  army  might  be  fuddenly,  in  calms, 
tranfported,  if  they  had  nothing  to  fear  of  France^ 
which  might  lahd  an  army  in  fpite  of  all  the  (hips, 
^^  that  fhould  b^  kept  at  iea«  And  therefore,  as  we 
^^  meant  not  to  perfuade  them  more  than  we  would 
ourielves  tg  any  perilous  refplution ;  fo  we  mufl: 
dien  require  them  to  bethink  themfelves  how  to 
^^  eafe  the  Queen's  charge,  if  flie  muft  be  kept  in  a 
"  war  for  them. 

^*  Monfr.  Bameveh  feemed  a  little  awdcened  with 
-^  this,  and  then  fell  into  proteftations  of  their  necef^ 
^*  fities ;  and  withal  mifliking  the  great  diminution 
♦*  of  her  Maj^fty's  fprces,  that  ought  to  be  in  the 
V  Low  Qntn fries.  We  told  them,  that  her  Majefty 
^^  had  done  that  but  for  theie  late  enterprizes,  and 
*^  their  good  j  but  that  her  Majefty  muft  be  forced 
^  to  iummon  them  to  fome  be1:ter  reckoning,  by 
ii  fFimburffmcpt  of  thofe  great  fums,  which  they  did 
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•*  owe  the  Queen.  Whereupon  they  infifted  on  thA 
**  contraft,  and  other  arguments.  We  told  thcfll 
**  plainlyi  that  that  muft  be  no  anfwer ;  and  that 
**  they  muft  no  more  ftand  upon  then*  contraft  with- 
**  out  civil  interpretarion,  than  by  their  former 
**  fpeechcs  it  appeareth,  that  other  Princes  meant  t<i 
^*  do  in  the  like  occafions. 

•*  Much,  more  there  pafled,  both  with  them,  and 
**  on  Sunday  with  the  French^  which  we  eannot  ad- 
••  rertife  all  at  oncc;  but  leave  this  much  humbly  to 
«*  your  tx)rd(hips  judgment,  and  hope  to  give  her 
*^  Majefty  an  account  of  the  reft  of  this  our  hard  ne- 
••  gotiation  hereafter. 

*'  For  that  difpatch,  which  is  come  by  Mr.  Mole^ 
•*  we  thank  God  both  for  the  public  and  our  particu- 
•*  lar,  that  God  hath  given  her  Majefty  the  fortunate 

difcovery,   whereby  hervMajefty  may  now,  by 

dealing  plainly  with  him,  make  judgment  what  to 
•*  truft  to ;  wherein  we  will  not  vary  from  that  prii- 
•*  dent  and  princely  dirfeflion,  which  we  have  re- 
**  €<Sved,  but  each  be  witneffes  of  other's  word  to  the 
«  King. 

**  Thus  have  we  yielded  your  Lordfhips  an  ac- 
^  count  truly  of  all  that  hath  pafled ;  and  hope,  that 
**  if  our  inftmdions  be  examined,  which,  we  truft, 
•*  fliall  be  our  trial,  and  not  our  fuccefs,  that  we 
**  ihall  not  receive  her  Majefty*s  disfavour,  the  dimi- 
**  nution  whereof  is  more  precious  to  us  than  our 
•'  lives. 

**  The  King  goeth  to  Nantes^  and  fo  towards  Bla- 
♦*  vet,  the  8th  of  Aprils  to  leave  it  blocked,  fo  as 

we  (hall  have  our  difpatch  before  he  depart  either 

one  way  or  other.  If  he  do  fatisfy  under  his  hand 
•*  thefc  laft  matters,  we  will  proceed  further :  if  he 
*'  do  not,  we  will  come ;  fo  as  we  befeech  your 
**  Lordihips,  that  our  ftiips  may  be  at  Caen^  and  to 
•*  think,that  we  are  npt  fo  raft,  as  to  do  any  thing  with- 
•*  out  rcafon.    If  the  King  part  from  Nantes^  he  will 
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*•  not  bc'tock  in  three  weeks.  W^hatfoever  we  find,wc 
**  will  kefep  all  things  ftill  in  ejfcy  till  we  may  wait  on 
^  her  Majefty.If  the  power  come,  we  will  then  inform 
•*  the  Queen,  whether  we  and  the  States  Deputies 
♦*  find  it  fit  her^  in  our  poor  opinions,  that  a  treaty 
**  be  prepared ;  for  if  not,  but  that  a  war  muft  be, 
•*  we  will  alfo,  without  giving  final  anfwer  one  way 
"  or  other,  take  our  leaves,  and  promife  them  her 
*•  Majcfty's  refolution.  This  is  all  that  we  can  do 
"  with  our  limitation,  which  we  may  not  exceed. 
"  Though  we  have  made  great  difficulty  to  follow 
"  the  King  to  Nantes^  yet  it  is  not  prejudicial  for  us 
**  to  go,  though  neceflity  for  her  Majefty's  fervice 
**  did  not  require  it ;  for  though  it  be  fomewhat  fur- 
**  thcr  from  Caen^  as  it  lies,  than  Angers  ;  yet  it  is 
••  a  iafer  way  to  Caen  this  from  Angers  \  and  Rennes^ 
"  with  m»)y  other  good  towns,  are  by  that  way  to 
"  be  had  to  lodge  in :  befides,  we  fhall  have  a  convoy 
**  of  Monigomerfs  horfe,  which  we  may  truft,  that 
•*  will  not  cut  our  throats,  or  betray  us,  when  we 
**  come  near  the  fcattered  troops,  that  muft  march  to- 
"  wards  ^lavet. 

**  And  thus  having  fingly  and  rudely  delivered 
**thefe  particulars,  wherein  we  could  not  avoid 
**  length,  which  is  no  pleafure  to  either  of  us,  wc 
**  do  mc^  humbly  take  our  leaves. 

^  Affgifs  this  2  7th  of  March  1 59 8. 

Tfur  Lordjhipsmojt  humbly  at  cmmandmentj^ 

R.  Cecyl, 
J.  Herbert. 

♦•  Becafttft  we  have  fo  urged  to  hear  whether  the 
^*  power  were  come  or  no,  the  King  hath  fent  a 
^*  courier  exprcfly  to  Vervins^  and  the  30th  he 
f<  Iha|l  b?  herewith  particular  certainty." 
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The  difcovery  mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  tranf^ 
mitted  to  the  £«|[/j^  Commiflioncrs  from  thfc  Queen, 
of  which  Camden  takes  not  the  leaft  notice,  was  a 
packet  of  intercq)ted  letters  from  the  Cardinal'  of 
Juftria  to  the  King  of  Spain^  which,  being  thrown 
into  the  fea  by  thofe,  who  had  the  charge  of  it, 
were  filhed  up  by  fome  Englijb  fifliermen,  as  the 
French  King  gives  an  account  to  his  Embafladors  at 
Vervins^  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  ofjpril  1 598,  'N.S.(a% 
Thefe  letters  Ihewed  the  reiblution  of  that  King  to 
conclude  the  peace  without  a  proper  regard  to  Queen 
Elizabeth^  or  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces.  It 
appeared  Ijkewife  from  them,  that  the  King  of  Spain 
had  fent  inftruftions  to  the  Archduke,  that  if  the 
French  infilled  upon  the  Englijb  being  comprehend- 
ed in  the  peace,  the  Archduke  ihould  require,  in  the 
name  of  the  Pope,  that  the  exercife  of  the  Roman 
catholic  religion  ihould  be  free  in  F^nglandy  for  which 
the  Catholics  of  that  country  were  very  importunate 
with  the  Pope,  and  the  King  of  Spain :  And  that 
Flufhing  and  Brill  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  him ; 
and  if  a  fum  of  money  fhould  be  demanded  for  thefe 
towns,  an  account  of  fuch  demand  ihould  be  fent  to 
hin?,  and  his  orders  upon  it  waited  for:  And  that, 
with  regard  to  the  rebels  of  the  Low  Countries^  he 
required,  that  they  (hould  not  be  comprehended,  in 
the  peace,  except  upon  condition  of  re-eftablifhing 
the  Roman  catholic  religion  throughout  the  country ; 
acknowledging  the  King  for  their  Sovereign ;  and  re- 
ftorlng  the  old  officers,  who  were  ftill  living,  to  their 
pbfts  i  in  fuch  manner  however,  that  thofe,  who 
fhould  flay  in  the  country,  fhould  be  enable  of  fill-* 
ing  thefe  polls,  if  they  were  Catholics,  and  not  here- 
tics :  and  that  a  general  aft  of  oblivion  and  pardon 
fhould  be  granted  *•    The  Englifi  Commiffioners 

'  {a)  Memoires  de  Bellievre  &  deSilleriy  p.  2o8»  *  Mete^* 
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hdd  orders  to  cxpoftulate  with  the  King  of  Frana^ 
upon  what  related  to  him  in  thcfe  intercepted  papers; 
which  they  did  in  a  conference  with  him  on  the  28th 
c&  March  1598 ;  of  which  they  fcnt  the  following 
account  to  her  Majefty,  from  Nantes^  on  the  5th  of 
April  (b). 

**  Mojl  gracious  Sovereign^ 

"  After  we  had  received  your  Majefty's  letters,  fa 
**  full  of  princely  and  prudent  direftion,  by  Mr. 
**  Mole^  we  found  nothing  left  for  us,  but  to  apply 
**  them  to  our  prefent  negotiation,  with  our  beft  di- 
"  ligence  and  difcrction,  according  to  the  circum- 
**  fiances  of  the  time.  How  we  had  proceeded  for- 
•*  merJy,  till  the  hour  of  his  arrival,  we  have  deli* 
vered  your  Mq'efty  an  exaA  account,  by  long  and 
pardcuiar  diicourfes  ient  to  my  Lords,  being 
^^  driven  to  hu(band  our  time,  and  value  our  inftruc- 
tions,  as  much  as  we  could,  until  we  might  fee, 
whether  die  Spanifb  commiflion  were  come,  or 
no ;  whereby  at  lead  your  honour  might  be  thu9 
^'  laved,  that,  if  you  had  pleafed,  you  might  have 
treated.  On  Monday^  the  27  th  of  March^  the 
King  rode  forth  very  early,  and  came  in  very 
late.  That  night  I,  the  Secretary,  fent  to  have 
**  audience  the  next  day.  He  fent  me  word,  that 
he  muft  take  phyfic ;  but  in  the  afternoon  1  fhould 
be  welcome.  About  three  of  the  dock,  on  l^uef^ 
day^  we  both  went  to  him,  and  found  him  in  bed ; 
"  where  I,  the  Secretary,  did  defire  him  (becauft 
"  the  matter  was  weighty)  that  he  would  be  pleafed, 
"  for  my  diicharge,  to  hear  us  both  together.  He 
^^  yielded  to  it  willingly,  and  (b  we  fat  down  by  his 
"  bed-fide,  where  we  warmed  him  fo  well,  that, 
**  whether  it  was  his  phyfic,  or  our  meflage,  Monfr. 
"  le  Grand  was  fain  to  fetch  drink  for  him.     Be-f 

(h)  MS.  State-Papers  of  Anthony  Bacon,  Efq; 
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14a      View  of  the  Negotiations  between 

^^  fore  our  coming  to  him,  we  had  confidered  how 
•'  much  we  fliould  diiadvantage  fo  plain  a  matter, 
^^  if  we  fhould  fpeak  unto  him  in  odier  ftyle  than 
**  with  aflurance,  that  his  Deputies  had  done  as 
*'  much  as  was  difcovered  by  the  letters,  tho*  with 
*^  fuch  rjefervation  to  himfelf,  as  became  us ;  although 
*'  we  muft  plainly  tell  your  Majefty,  that  inwardly 
*•  our  hearts  fo  boiled,  as  we  held  ourfelves  accurfed 
•'  to  tread  upon  this  foil.  We  conlidered  further, 
^^  that  we  ihould  no  fooner  touch  upon  any  part  of 
^^  the  quick,  but  that  he,  who  knew  all  to  be  done, 
*'  would  ftrait  conceive,  we  knew  more  than  wc 
^^  fpake  ;  and  therefore  thought  it  unfit,  by  tempo- 
*^  rizing,  to  give  him  any  leifure  to  ftudy,  or  advii# 
**  with  others,  for  his  anfwen  We  have  therefore 
•*  thought  good  to  fet  down  here  precifely  the  fanie 
**  language,  which  I,  the  Secretary,  ufed  5  for  we, 
^*  that  know  your  Majefty  to  be,  in  all  languages, 
one  of  the  mieux-difans  of  Eiir^e^  mull  juftly 
think,  that  your  Majefty  hath  caufe  to  be  very 
jealous,  whether  your  meaning  hath  been  delivered 
in  the  French  to  the  fame  fenfe,  which  our  EngUfo 
**  repetition  fliould  now  exprefi.  And  therefore  I, 
"  the  Secretary,  befeech  your  Majefty  to  pardon  my 
•'  error  efpecially,  who  have  come  fo  fliort  of  that 
*'  fignificancy  and  propriety,  which,  in  youF  pure 
"  ftyle,  doth  always  'flouriOi. 

"  Sire^ 

**  Depuis  que/ ay  eu  Vbomeurde  veoir  vojlre  Majefte^ 
fay  re  feu  une  depefcbe  de  la  Royne  ma  Seuveraine^ 
£5?  fuis  infiniment  marry  de  ce  que  far  fan  cammaH'^ 
dement^furr  exigence  des  affaires^  je  fuis  conjtraini 
vous  faire  fes  plaintes  tres-injiantesy  pour  le  grMd 
*'  regret  fcf  mefcontentement^qu* elle a  d^ avoir  occafion 
de  fe  mesfier  de  lajnceriti  de  voftre  affeHion  en  fin 
endroit^  qu^elle  a  toujours  tenue  pour  fidelle  ^  in- 
violabU^  ay  ant  eu  notable  indice^  que  les  procedures 
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"  Jevas  Miniftr^s  in  ceprefint  tr at  tide  lapaix  avec 
**  FEfpagnol  portent  dejjeing  fc?  promejfe,  que  vojin 
"  Majeftife  Udfferoit  en  fin  alter  rompre  lafoy  pub- 
**  lijue,  que  vous  luy  avezjuree.  Elle  ne  peultj  Sire^ 
**  croire  cbofe  fi  indigne  de  vous  5  mats  les  lettres 
"  mefmej  qm  luy  font  tomkes  entre  les  mains  des  Depu- 
"  tes  d^  EJpaigneT^  ^  d^aultres^  portent  clairement  tel-' 
^  Us  ajfeurances.  Elle  ne  peult  aujjy  que  le/upporter 
**  a^ec  beaucoup  d^impatiencey  jufques  a  ce  qtC elle  foil 
"  au  vrai  efclaircie  par  vous  me/me  de  laverite^  &f 
"  yie  vous  luy  aiez  faiti  paroijlrey  combien  i I  vous  def- 
"  plaijij  que  vous  Miniftres  ayent  tenus  telles  procedures 
'^  enjon  endroit, 

**  Ces  lettrei  des  Deputes  d'Efpaigne  efcriptes  au 
*^  Car^Hol  contiennentj  quails  font  acertenez^  t ant  par 
"  le  Legaiy  qiCauffi  par  vos  Miniftres^  que  vojlre  Ma- 
**  j^fti  ^ft  refolue  de  leur  donner  pouvoir  de  concluire  ' 
"  Jon  iraite  particutier^  s'ily  a  empefchement  en  Vac- 
cord  de  vos  Confederis  \  (^  que  vojlre  Majejle  con- 
Jenty  (pa  vos  Depute s  Jignent  depart  &?  de  P autre  les 
articles  convenus  pour  vojlre  accord  particulier^  le- 
qU,elferoit  bailie  pour  quelque  temps  entre  les  mains 
du  Legate  Csf  qjue  vous  ne  vous  attaches  maintenant  i 
la  formalite  de  leur  conftderation^    que  feulement 
"  pour  r  acquit  ^honneur ;    dont  s^il  plait  a  vojlre 
Maje^e  avoir  plus  particulier  cognoijfance^  je  luy 
remonflreray  Vextrai£t  de  quelques  unes  des  dittes 
*^  lettres.  Pour  auffi  ajfeurer  vojlre  Majejle^  qu'il  n*y  a 
"  aulcun  artifice  oujimulation  de  la  part  de  la  Royne 
*^  ma  Souveraine  en  ce  queje  viens  de  vous  reprefen- 
"  ter^  je  vous  protefie  fur  mon  honrieur^  fcf  devant  le 
^  Dieu  vivant  (comme  Monjr.  Herbert  icy  le  pourra 
"  tefmoigner)  que  TextraiRy  que  je  vous  exbibe^  ejl  le 
fidelle  abrege  des  lettres,  qui  ont  ejle  prifes,  e for  it* 
tes  en  cbiffre  par  le  Cardinal  au  Roy  d^Efpaigne^ 
"  dont  les  originaux  font  entre  les  mains  de  fa  Ma- 
"  jcjie.     Et  la  Royne  ma  Souveraine  prend  merveil- 
**  kufement  a  coeur  le  Jcandale^  que  ces  declarations, 
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144  ^^^^  °f  ^^^  Negotiations  between 
«*  apportmt  en  pre;udice  de  reftroite  'amiiie,  qui  ^ 
«*  enfre  vous ;  pour  lever  lequel  Joupfon^  elk  m*a  comr 
*«  mande  vous  femndre  &  conjurer  (iilvousplaifi) 
**  de  hi  ouvrir  en  cecy  fidellement  voftre  coeur^  quelles 
«*  font  vos  intentions,  ^  fi  vous  eeuez  fait  Jigner  tels 
«*  articles ;  6f  fen  eclaircir  vivement  par  Tajfeurance 
««  exprejfe  de  vos  lettres,  m*aiant  commands  de  ne  le 
«  communiquer  qu'au  vous,  £<?  ne  voulant  croire  que 
»*  voftre  Majefte  feule,  fur  la  confcience  £sf  integrite  de 
«*  laquelle  elle  fe  repofe,  qu' elle  faira  pbts  equitable  jur 
«  gement  defes  merites,  que  en  pourrent  ou  en  voudront 
**  faire  ceulx  defon  confeil.  ^      -.     .„ 

«  Et  pourceque  fa  Majefte  ait  enveye  un  Genttwomne 
*«  tout  expres  pour  porter  quant  d  luy  noftre  refponfe, 
«*  nous  vous  fupplions  bien  bumblement,  que  voftre  Ma- 
tc  :^i  fe  vueille  efclaircir  fur  cefubjeSl,  ofin  que  nous 
«♦  pourrions  juger  comment  nous  avons  ^  nous  gouverz 
**  ner  pour  noftre  defcbarge. 

««  After  he  had  heard  this  firft  fpeech  without  fiar- 
«  ther  interruption,  faving  in  this  kind,  Jh !  cela 
««  eft  faiS  en  Angleterre :  La  Royne  ne  me  trouvera 
«  pour  tel;  with  divers  other  broken  fpceches,  fomc- 
"  times  fmiling  in  fcorn  of  the  invention,  and  fome- 
«'  times  rapping  out  an  oath,  all  tending  to  abfolutc 
«*  denial,  he  made  this  quiet  anfwer :  Firft,  that,t)a 
«  his  honour,  and  by  his  part  in  paradife,  he  never 
««  save  any  fuch  commandment :  And  that  he  was 
«*  fure  that  his  Minifters  durft  not,  for  their  heads, 
«  commit  any  fuch  aft ;  but  ftiU  inferring,  that  it 
«*  was  either  an  artifice  of  fome  in  Engird,  or  ot  the 

c(  States 

«'  To  this  we  replied,  firft,  that  as  affuredly  as  we 
«  knew  the  light  from  darknefs,  fo  truly  we  did  both 
«<  know,  that  this  was  no  device  of  England,  of 
«  Holland,  nor  of  any  creature  living,  but  the  work 
««  of  the  Cardinal  himfelf ;  whereof  myfelf  in  parti- 
«  cular,  the  Secretary,  had  fo  pcrfed  knowledge. 
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•*  as,  if  he  would  believe  me  as  a  Chriflian,  I  did 
proceft  upon  my  religion  and  faith,  chat  it  was  no-^ 
thing  but  the  true  letter  and  cypher  of  the  Car- 
"  dinal ;  whereof  I  had  reafon  to  be  well  acquainted, 
having  had  divers  of  them  fall  into  my  hands. 
And  therefore  it  grieved  me  to  fee  him  paflionate 
in  diftruft,  though  I  joyed  to  fee  him  paffionate 
in  denial  of  it :  afluring  him,  that  I  did  wifh  my 
arms  and  legs  broken  for  coming  hither,  until  I 
"  had  heard  him.  This  we  both  fpokc  to  him  with 
feeling.  Well,  faith  he,  I  am  fatisfied  ;  but  I  did 
always  quit  your  Miftrefs ;  and  now  go  on,  I 
pray  you,  faith  he.  What  be  thefc  further  parti- 
cular great  prefumptions  ?  Thereupon  I,  John 
•*  Herbert^  read  unto  him  this  extraft  inclofed; 
**  wherein  we  uled  thofe  cautions,  which  I,  the  Se- 
*'  crerary,  received  alfo  from  my  Lord  my  Father, 
**  in  his  private  letter  to  me. 

*'  For,  firfl:,  we  left  out  any  of  thofe  articles,  which 
**  {hewed  the  King  of  Spain* s  readincfs  to  yield  un- 
^^  to  him  all  his  defires ;  becaufe  that  would  have 
made  him  proud,  and  to  raife  himfelf  toward  us : 
for  though  we  think  he  knows  too  well  what  he 
fhall  have  of  Spain^  yet  we  would  not  have  him 
'^  think,  that  we  know  it  out  of  the  Spaniard's 
^'  moudi.  Secondly,  we  left  out  any  thing,  that 
"  might  fhew  to  him,  that  the  Spaniard  meant  to 
"  offer  any  injurious  conditions  to  England  \  for 
"  then  he  would  alfo  have  thought  your  Majefly's 
**  ihte  the  more  irreconcilable ;  and  therefore  we  on- 
"  ly  acquainted  him  with  the  report  of  Villeroy*% 
**  fbccches,  of  the  Legate*s  fpeeches,  of  Bellievre^s 
"  fpeeches,  ^nd  other  things,  which  we  have  farther 
*'  fet  down  in  the  inclofed. 

**  When  he  had  heard  this,  he  did  make  this  an- 
"  fwcr  very  fenfibly  and  orderly,  without  fhjdy,  and 
**  without  advice  -,  for  he  little  dreamed  of  fuch  an 
•*  overture,  we  can  afllire  your  Majefly,  it  not  being 
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•'  the  lead  work  to  procure  audiences  fo  private  and 
**  fettled,  as  we  have  had  no  (m'A\  number.  He 
**  faid,  that,  in  this  matter,  we  obfcrved  three  things: 
-  Firft,  the  injlruftions  from  the  Cardinal  to  the 
Spmijh  Deputies  :  Secondly,  fpeeches  of  ihe  Le- 
^'  gate  ;'  Thirdly,  difcourfes,  fpeeches,  and  promifcs 
of  his  Minifters.  For  the  firft,  he  had  nothing  to 
do  to  anfwer  them.  The  Cardinal  might  prcfcribe 
•*  what  he  lifted  ;  and  it  was  no  other  like,  but  he 
*'  would,  by  his  Commiffioners,  propound  the 
**  hardeft* 

*'  For  the  Legatees  fpeeches  of  him,  true  it  was, 
**  that  he  had  ever  (hewed  himfetf  to  the  Legate  to 
•*  be  defirous  of  a  peace :  and  fo  h^  he  reafon ;  for 
**  his  honour  was  engaged  in  it ;  and  the  Pope  had 
**  travelled  in  it ;  and  he  muft  not  lofe  his  reputa- 
*'  tion  with  them,  howfoever  others  contemned 
•*  peace ;  wifliing  us  to  think,  whether  it  be  not  a 
^*  pretty  time,  that  he  hath  kept  le  bon  bomme^  the 
**  Legate,  at  the  be^arly  town  of  Vervins  five 
**  months,  day  by  day,  and  only  of  purpofe  to  f(;e 
*'  what  the  Queen  of  England  would  do, 

**  For  the  reft,  true  it  was,  that  the  Commiflion^ 
ers  wrote  to  him,  when  he  went  into  Bretagne^ 
that  the  Spaniard  faid,  he  meant  but  to  abufe 
'*  them,  and  to  make  his  profit ;  and  that  they  of- 
*'  fered  to  be  gone ;  and  that  the  Cardinal  himfelf 
*'  protefted,  that  he  knew  the  King  oi  Spain  would 
**  tax  him  for  that  facility,  which  he  had  (hewed  al- 
*'  ready.  Whereupon,  faith  he,  I  direded  them  to 
*'  ufe  all  art  to  keep  them  together,  whilft  my  afl^airs 
were  accomn^odated  in  Bntagne  \  in  which  very- 
time,  when  I  had  greateft  need,  the  Queen  drev^ 
away  her  fuccours,  and  left  my  frontiers  naked* 
This,  faith  he,  may  have  been  the  caufe,  that  my 
^^  Minifters,  in  private  di(courfes,  have  u(ed  larga 
**  fpeeches  of  my  refolution.  But  that  all  is  true^ 
**  that  tbc'  Spanijb  Deputies  report  to  the  Cardinal, 
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"  and  that  the  Cardinal  writes  to  the  King ;  God  and 
I  know  they  have  not  done  it,  nor  dare  not.  No, 
the  Queen  muft  think,  that  the  Low  Countries  af- 
"  fed  the  peace  :  The  Cardinal  ^Ifo  for  his  private  \ 
and  yet  he  is  accountable  to  a  mafter,  that  wonders 
why  nothing  is  done.  And  therefore  the  Cardinal 
"  feeing,  that  Bretagne  is  reduced ;  that  I  will  have 
"  the  Queen  and  the  States  included,  with  whofe 
**  finefle  he  is  well  acquainted ;  being  yet  defirous 
"  to  bring  all  well  to  pais,  if  it  might  be,  hath  written 
^^  thus  to  the  King,  that  he  may  fee  his  careful  in- 
ftru£tions  to  his  Deputies ; '  and  what  caufe  his 
Deputies  gave  him  ftill  to  continue  the  treaty. 
This  it  muft  needs  be,  and  nothing  elfe,  fakh  he ; 
and  fo  certify  the  Queen,  I  pray  you  \  for  fhe  (hall 
•*  never  find  me  trompeuTj  nor  pipeur.  And  when 
**  I  have  a  mind  to  do  fuch  an  a£t,  I  will  liever  de- 
"  ny  it ;  for  1  had  as  willingly  it  were  known  to-day 
"  as  to-morrow. 

We  told  him,  we  were  glad  to  hear  his  Maj^fty 's  * 
words  fo  abfolute :  We  hoped  he  could  not  find  but 
her  Majefty  had  caufe  to  do  what  ihe  did  ;    and 
<^  that,  in  this  doing,  fhe  dealt  like  to  her  own  frank, 
"  pure,  and  royal  fpirit. 

^^  He  CQnfelTed,  that  it  was  true:  but  now,  faith 
"  he,  that  you  are  fatisfied,  what  doth  the  Queen 
fay  ?  Tell  me,  to  fatisfy  me.     Will  (be  join  with 
mc  to  oiake  peace  or  no  with  Spain^  now  power 
"  is  come  ?  Or  will  (he  a(rift  me  in  fuch  fort,  as  may 
be  for  our  lafety,  and  common  profit  ?  You  fpeak 
nothing  diredtly  to  me.     If  (he  would  make  rtie  ' 
a  good  oflFer,  (he  (hould  fee,  whether  I  were  fo 
tied,  that  I  would  not  break  the  treaty. 
We  then  anfwered  him,  that,  for  your  Majefty's 
**  drawing  away  of  your  troops  at  the  inftant,  your ' 
•*  Majefty  had  kept  them  there  fifteen  months,  and 
^  (hipping  had  been  fent  for  them   three  months 
*'  before.     Bcfidcs,  they  were  fent  for  Ireland  upon 
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**  extremity :  And  yet  if  de  Maijfe  had  importuned 
*'  for  them,  as  much  as  he  foiicited  the  peace,  her 
^*  Majefty,  we  know,  would  not  have  denied  them. 
**  For  the  power,  which,  he  f^d,  was  come  now, 
**  that  the  States  might  know  fo  much,  we  would 
**  do  bur  bell  to  perluadc  them  :  And,  as  We  found 
^^  them,  fo  he  Ihould  l)ear  more, 

"  Well,  faith  he,  then  muft  you  to  Nantes ;  for 
**  I  muft  needs  be  gone  to-morrow.  We  told  him, 
**^  that  we  had  commandment,  even  as  we  would 
bear  the  peril  of  it,  not  for  to  proceed  further  in 
any  matter,  till  we  had  fuch  fatisfaftion  in  our- 
felves  by  his  anfwer,  as  might  warrant  our  judg- 
ment in  not  fufpending  the  negotiation ;  being 
men  better  brought  up  than  to  doubt  fuch  a 
*•  religious  and  princely  vow  of  fuch  a  Prince :  Yet 
**  we  could  not  difcharge  ourfelves  intirely,  without 
'*  it  would  plcafe  him  to  fatisfy  her  Majefty,  by  a 
*^  letter  to  herfelf,  what  he  had  done,  and  what  he 
^«  will  do. 

**  Well,  feith  he,  though  Ihe  write  not  to  me,  and 
that,  I  am  fure,  fhe  will  not  diftruft  you  two ; 
yet  I  will  write  that,  which  is  fit  for  a  letter,  as 
things  ftand  now  :  And  therefore,  faith  he,  you 
"  fhall  have  my  letter.  And,  befides,  I  vrill  fend 
Villeroy  to  you,  to  fatisfy  you  particularly,  what 
he  hath  Isud,  or  done :  for  this  is  true,  I  repeat 
**  it  again :  No  fuch  thing  is  done,  nor  ever  is 
**  commanded  to  be  done.  And  where  they  fay, 
*'  that  mine  did  move  them  to  fend  for  a  new  com- 
mifllon  \  and  that  I  did  fay,  I  will  write  to  the 
Queen  to  be  content  -,  the  Queen  knows  herfelf, 
I  never  writ  fo  to  her ;  nor  never  did  it  proceed 
*5  but  from  their  motion  to  fend  for  a  new,  when 
^*  my  fervants  mifliked  the  former  built  upon  it, 
••  faith  he. 

*'  We  then  departed,  and,  by  that  time  we  had 
^^  been  at  our  lodging  fome  hours,  the  Duke  of 
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'*  Bomllon  came  to  me,  the  Secretary,  to  fee  me ; 

I  having  been,  the  day  before,  with  the  Princcis 

of  Orangey  and  the  Duchefs  of  Bouillon. 
As  we  were  talking,  Vtlleroy  and  Maiffe^  who 
*^  had  been  with  the  States,  came  to  my  lodging,  and 
"  found  the  Duke  with  me ;  who,  offering  to  go 
"  away,  he  flayed  him,  and  faid,  he  might  remain. 
*'  He  then,  in  Ihort,  began  to  tell  us  what  the  King 
**  had  faid  ;    and,  following  ever  the  fame  courfc, 

which  the  King  did,  in  making  (hew,   that  it  was 

only  the  CardinaPs  device  for  his  own  juftification, 
"  did,  in  the  hearing  of  the  Duke,  and  us,  vow,  by 
^'  monftrous  oaths,  that  was  neither  any  fuch  thing 

as  figning,  or  any  authority  given  to  fign  any 

thing. 

'*  We  did  then  defire  him  to  haften  the  King's 
^f  letter,  that  we  might  fall  to  fome  refolution ;  for 
"  we  wafted  time  here  j  and  fome  other  affairs  went 
*'  on  apace.  He  told  us  we  fhould  ;  and  fo  we 
**  ended. 

"  Being  defirous  now,  that  we  were  thus  driven 
*^  to  the  wall,  to  advife  with  the  States,  and  with 
"  4^  *,  what  to  do,  we  muft  affure  your  Majefty, 
"  that  we  found  the  States  refolute  not  to  hearken. 
"  to  treaty.  We  find  all  them  of  the  Religion 
^*  abiblutely  of  opinion,  that  the  King  make  peace ; 
^^  and  can  have  no  other  counfel  of  them,  but  that 

your'  Majefty  muft  offer  him  fome  great  help. 

Such  are  the  neceffities  of  Spain  \  fuch  is  the  grcc- 

dinefs  of  France ;  and  fuch  is  xht  unremovable  re- 
"  folution  of  the  States,  not  to  treat  any  way. 

"  We  have  now  delivered  lo  your  Majeliy  a  true 
**  and  plain  narration,  though  divers  other  argu- 
**  mernts  have  pafled,  which  we  cannot  fet  down, 
beii>g  afhamed  to  have  thus  detained  your  Royal 
eyes.     You  know  our  power,  that  we  cannot  pro- 

*  Probably  the  Duke  of  Bouillon. 
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•*  mife  treaty  without  the  States  -,  neither  may  we 
'*  difcover  ourfclves  to  have  come  over  for  nothing 
*'  but  inquifition ;  for  then  (hall  We  conBrm,  that 
*'  we  were  fcnt  only  to  gain  time :  So  as,  being  driven 
'**  to  ufe  the  bed  of  our  poor  flendcr  judgments,  we 
**  haverefolved  of  this  courfe,  and  not  without  advice 
both  of  49  and  95  :  Firft,  to  the  intent  to  keep 
him  in  expeftation,  we  will  tell  the  King,  that  we 
are  furc,  when  your  Majefty  is  informed  of  all 
thcfc  particulars,  you  will  quickly  refolve,  either 
to  help  him,  or  concur  with  him  in  the  treaty ;  to 
**  whkrh  belongs  choice  of  other  Commiffioners, 
place,,  and  other "^forms. 

*'  For  the  help  in  particular,  we  cannot  fpeakof 
it  5  but  therein  would  be  glad  to  know,  what  he 
**  would  defire ;  and  for  what  purpofe  ;  that  the 
**  common  utility  of  it  may  be  difcemed  by  your- 
*'  felf,  and  your  council.  For  fuch  it  may  be,  as 
he  were  as  good  tell  us,  in  plain  terms,  he  doth 
mean  to  conclude  without  your  Majefty* 
"  Secondly,  we  will  jirivately  tell  him,  that  altho* 
we  have  fo  fufficient  underftanding  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  mind,  as  that  we  know  moft  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  conditions,  on  which  you  will  ftand  with 
**  the  Spaniard  for  the  peace  ;  and  that  we  might 
*'  give  the  King  prefently  liberty  to  affure  the  Spa- 
niard underhand,  that  he  doth  find  by  us  no  other 
likelihood  now,  but  that  your  Majefty  will  fend 
Commiflion  to  treat  according  to  the  power,  which 
is  come  from  them;  yet,  finding  now,  that 
•*  the  States  were  fo  replied  (which  your  Majefty 
••  believed  not,  when  we  came  from  you)  we  are 
**  conftraincd  to  defire  the  King,  in  rcfpeft  of  that 
circumftance,  that  he  will  give  us  leave  to  repair 
to  your  Majefty  ;  and  that  we  might  carry  the 
*'  States  with  us,  who  do  conteft  with  us,  that  they 
«*  know,  howfoever  France  would  ufe  them,  yet  that 
<*  your  Majefty  would  hear  them  alfo,  howfoever  after- 
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ward  you  might  rcfolvc  to  proceed.  To  this  re- 
queft  of  them,  we  mean  to  tell  the  King,  that  we 
dare  not  but  condefcend ;  it*"  being  paft  all  our 
rules,  that  his  Majcfty  can  think  it  fefc  or  honour- 
able, that  they  fliould  be  left  cut :  And  therefore 
"  we  muft  have  new  inftruftions.  If  we  Ihould  fay 
**  WTC  would  write  home,  he  would  think  we  wcuki 
*'  but  waftc  time ;  and  your  Majcfty  Ihould  lack 
"  fuch  light,  as  we  can  give  you  by  way  of  informa- 
"  tion,  though  we  are  far  from  prefumption  of 
"  thinking  to  give.  Befides,  your  Majefty  may 
"  well  think,  that?,  at  our  parting,  he  will  fpeak  in 
**  his  laft  and  clearcft  voice  to  us  ;  whom  if  he  find 
ftiU  content  to  tarry,  he  will  ftill  hope  to  draw  us 
on  by  little  and  little. 
The  good,  that  your  Majcfty  fliall  have  by  this, 
"  is  this,  if  he  do  not  follow  the  greedy  and  corrupt 
'*  counfel  of  this  nation,  who  commonly  anfiver, 
"  even  the  Beft  of  them,  when  there  is  fpcech  ei- 
*'  ther  of  faith  or  honour's  breaking,  that  neceffity 
*'  hath  no  law ;  that  every  man  ought  to  provide 
^'  firft  for  himfelf.  Your  Majefty  ftiall  then  win 
*'  rime  here.  You  (hail  have  thefe  two,  which  are 
•*  of  the  beft  Minifters  the  States  have,  humble  pe- 
"  titioners  to  you  in  England^  on  whom  your  Ma- 
"  jefty  will  work  more  in  an  hour,  than  all  your 
**  inftruments  can  do  in  a  month.  We  have  alfo 
^^  had  opportunity  to  fee  them  now,  and  can  guefs 
*'  fomewhat  by  Barneveldt  what  may  be  looked  for ; 
"  for  they  are  paft  their  t>ld  rules  now,  and  do 
"  plainly  confefs,  that  they  fee  what  truft  to  give 
**  France  \  and  have  obfcrved  what  your  Majcfty  *s 
*•  direft  proceedings  are. 

'*  By  this  courfe,  if  your  Majefty  (hall  find  if  fir, 
**  by  taking  fome  good  rcfolution,  to  difordcr  the 
"  prefent  facility  of  the  French  King's  peace,  whrch, 
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^^  as  much  in  it  to  eafe  you,  as  can  be  found  rea- 
*'  Ibnable,  rather  than  your  Majefty  fhould  leave 
*'  them. 

**  If,  on  the  other  fide,  your  divine  judgment 
•*  refolve,  that  it  is  better  to  fuffer  France  to  make 
peace  alone,  than  further  to  help  him ;  then  13 
your  Majefty,  by  thefe  means,  eafed  of  fending 
**  any  to  the  States ;  with  whom,  howfoever  things 
**  go,  we  think  your  Majefty  will  newly  confult  i 
tor  things  ftand,  to  our  poor  underftanding  now, 
but  rawly,  come  peace  or  war :  And  there  will 
^'  we  fbufe  it,  as  Bameveldt  (hall  voluntarily  come 
"  creeping  to  you,  who,  we  aifure  your  Majefty, 
*'  is  wife,  and  with  whom  we  have  had  {o  many  and 
**  particular  conferences  (almoft  once  a  day,  fince  we 
**  met)  as  in  many  things  your  Majefty  fhall  make 
**  very  good  ufe,  in  omnem  eventum^  of  their  coming 
to  feek  you,  and  not  the  worfe,  when  you  have 
heard  our  poor  informations :  for  we  muft  plainly 
lay  before  your  Majefty,  that  although  the  King 
hath  faid  in  both  our  hearings,  as  much  as  we  have 
"  written  -,  and  that,  if  he  be  not  a  monfter,  he  hath 
**  faid  true  of  that  which  is  paft  ;  yet^both  of  us, 
**  and  I,  the  Secretary  efpecially,  who  have  had  ac- 
*'  ccfs  many  times,  and  have  heard  him  in  many 
*'  humours,  and  fomcdme  upon  fuddens  in  liberal 
**  fpcechcs,  and  (bmetime  in  ferious,  difcover  himfelf 
^*  to  me  his  ends,  and  his  natural  difpofition,  dare 
**  not  fay  other  to  your  Majefty,  than  that  I  fear 
"  France  will  be  France^  and  leave  his  bcft  fiiends, 
^*  though  to  his  own  ftiture  ruin ;  to  which,  I  think, 
*'  God  hath  ordained  it. 

**  The  States  have  been  with  the  King  fince  our 
**  audience,  and  have  made  him  diredt  ofiers  to  con- 
*^  tinue  the  former  four  thoufand  men,  and  more,  to 
**  any  good  purpofe  ;  and  have  plainly  laid  before 
^^  him,  that  neither  the  law  of  God  or  man  will  fuf- 
•*  fer  bini  to  leave  them, 
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•'  They  have  returned  to  us,  and  have  palTionate- 
^'  ly  related  his  anfwer  to  be  this,  that  his  friends 
•*  have  helped  him  long ;  and  that  he  hopes,  after 
two  years  peace,  to  order  all  things,  and  to  be  able 
to  help  them,  if  (hey  need.  So  as  they  are  in  de- 
'^  fpair,  and  now  only  attend  to  fee  what  he  will  fay 
•'  to  us ;  to  whom  he  yet  never  ufed  any  fuch  Ian- 
guage*  If  your  Majefty  conceive,  that,  it  may  be, 
he  doth  this,  to  merchant  upon  us  and  them,  we 
"  fubmit  ourfelves  to  your  opinion.  But  your  Ma- 
**  jefty  fees  too  well,  by  the  intercepted  leners,  how 
*'  near  he'  is  to  his  own  conditions ;  and  therefore 
if  your  Majefty  Ihould  think  we  do  this  to  have 
further  inftruftions  from  you  to  make  him  fbme 
'^  partiailar  offers,  we  do  proteft  againft  that^  for 
*^  we  (hould  but  abufe  your  Majefty,  to  defire  it. 
'^  But  we  will  conic  provided,  by  way  of  difcourie, 
"  without  engaging  you,  to  inform  you,  what  it  is 
they  wooid  have,  and  how  they  would  offer  it 
fhould  be  ufed  for  any  good  to  your  Majeffy ; 
which  when  we  have  told  you,  then  it  is  fit  for 
**  you  and  your  Council  there  to  advife  of  either 
way,  whether  your  M^efty  ihall  do  any  thing  for 
him  in  the  war,  or  leave  him  to  his  peace,  and 
fland  upon  yourfelf  with  the  States  :  Of  both 
which  ways  be  it  far  from  us  to  judge  ;  not  doubt- 
*'  ing,  if  you  ihall  be  driven  to  the  laft  way  of  pro- 
*'  c^ing,  but  God  and  your  caufe  will  defend  you ; 
^<  though  your  Majefty  cannot  but  confider,  that 
<<  the  State  oi  Ireland  and  Scotland  both  are  gready 
changed  finoe  S8,  when  France  was  not  in  war 
with  Spain, 
This  do  we  humbly  repi^ient  unto  your  Ma* 
•*  jefty,  as  an  argument,  that  we  are  near  our  fur- 
ther inquifition,  having  found  inore  than  we  wilh  ; 
*^  and  therefore  mean  ^ow  to  labour  only  to  this 
*^  end,  that  when  we  have  inquired,  and  informed, 
**  and  ufed  all  the  ftrength  of  our  inftru^ions,  we 
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^*  may  leave  things  imconcluded,  fo  as  you  may  have 
•'  the  liberty  of  elcftion.  This,  that  we  can  do,  t^^c 
**  hope  we  ftiall  do  you  no  ill  fervice,  which  is  that, 
*«  for  which  we  were  born.  If  his  anfwer  (hall  be 
<*  dther  partial  to  himfelf,  or  fuch,  as  we  find  he  is 
«<  content,  that  we  Ihould  fb  conftrue  ;  then,  in  that 
*<  cafe,  as  the  States  have  already  fpoken  plainly  to 
*^  him  (according  to  our  agreement  with  them)  and 
•^  mean  to  purfue  it,  when  they  are  upon  difpatdh 
*'  from  Nantes  \  fo  I,  the  Secretary,  wiJl  finally  let 
**  him  know,  that  your  Majefty,  before  he  was  King, 
^*  and  fince,  when  allthe  world  had  abandoned  him, 
*^  did  royally  affiil  him^  and  thereby  brought  him 
*'  to  be  capable  of  ttefe  conditions,  which  now 
^*  have  made  him  change  his  language ;  and,  not- 
*^  withftanding  all  contra&s  before,  or  treaties  fince, 
*«  your  Majefty  never  received  performance  of  any 
•*  thing. 

^'  And  whereas  he  doth  ftill  infifl:  upon  the  necef- 
*'  fity,  that  prefieth  him,  your  Majefty  muft  needs 
*^  take  that  as  a  fair  evafion  out  of  that,  to  which 
«'  both  public  faith,  and  infinite  benefits,  by  greater 
«'  hebefllcy,  do  bind  him. 
/^  And  becaufe  he  feems  to  &y,  that  your  Majefty 
draws  things  to  length,  and  that  we  are  coftle 
over*to  gain  time ;  I  will  likewife  invert  it  up- 
oh  him,  that  his  drawing  us  hither  (from  whence 
we  can  have  no  fpeedy  returns  of  our  difpatches) 
hath  been  the  only  caufe  of  any  prottadion.  Arid 
if  he  will  fay,  that  we  ought  to  have  had  provi- 
fional  commiffion  (which,  ii  oommon  in  their 
mouths)  we  will  tell  him,  that  provifit>nal  inft ruc- 
tions are  always  by  Princes  left  to  the  judgment 
of  their  Minifi«rs,  to  declare  them  t^on  new  at^- 
^^  dents  or  circumftances ;  and  in  this  cafe  that  judg- 
^<  mcnt  doth  teach  us  to  be  in  fome  things  referved, 
*'  .until  we  ice  how  your  Majefty  can  fatisfy  the 
^^  Staces,  to  treat  wtthom  them,  if  he  (hall  once 
.:••-'  '       •'  have 
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hare  given  fuch  a  final  anfwer ;    your  Majefty 

having  never  before  received  into  yoiir  thought 
•*  any  conceit,  that  he  C6uld  think  it  lawful  or  ex- 
**  p^ient :  and  therefore  that  your  Majefty  muft 
**  hear  them,  ai  well  as  he  hath  done,  before  you 
"  would  like,  that  we  Ihould  give  hiift  the  dernier 
^'  mot. 

'*  BeGdes,  we  will  tell  him  plainly,  that,  without 
"  a  fight  of  a  copy  of  the  GommiflW>n,  your  Ma- 
«  jelly  cannot  fend  any  body  to  the  treaty :  for  if 
**  the  King  of  Spain  fpcak  of  the  Pope  in  the  Com- 
«  million,  which  hath  rdatioh  to  your  Majefty,  or 
««  ufe  any  other  punftilio,  which  may  carry  away  in- 
**  equal  fcnfe,  your  Majefty  will  tJifdain  to  fend  any 
**  Commiflioners  thither.     Se  as  I  will  tell  him  fo 
"  plainly,  that  if -either  his  demands  for  the  war  be 
**  exorbitant,  as  your  Majefty  (hall  find  they  be  but 
**  motives  to  be  denied ;  or  if  he,  or  any  of  his  Mi- 
***  nifters,  can  tfunk  your  Majefty  will  fee  carried  poft 
**  into  a  treaty,  wherein  fo  nr>any  new  circumftances 
*'  are  to  be  confidered  -,  they  will  be  deceived,  and 
**  his  Majefty  will  never  be  able  to  juftify  his  lepara* 
**  tion  from  you  before  God  or  man,  when  he  doth 
*•  well  confider  his  facf  ed  ihows,  of  which  the  Earl  of 
•*  Sbrev>/bury  is  witn^ft ;  or  renlember  how  many 
*'  mens  Eves,  and  what  funics  of  treafure,  your  Ma- 
**  jefty  hath  fpent  for  hisronfervAion  :  Wherein  we 
•*  will  be  bold,  as  wi  fliall  fee  eaufe,  to  know  of 
•*  him  alio,  what  courfe  your  Majefty  Ihall  expeft 
••  for  the  prefent  payments  of  all  thofe  debts,  which 
**  he  doth  owe  your  Majefty ;  feeing  now  his  new 
"  amity  will  free  him  from  all  his  neceffictes. 

"  We  do  fend  your  Majefty  herewith  his  letter, 
which  we  required  to  warrant  our  report ;  where- 
in when  vft  noted  the  ftyle  to  be  too  bare,  and 
^  did  infift  to  have  it  amended,  we  were  plainly  an- 
•*  fwercd,  that  many  ways  letters  are  intercepted: 
**  That  he  hath  (][>oken  to  us  at  large  already,  whom 
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*  ^  he  thought  your  Majefty  would  truft.  He  was  a 
•'  Prince  Sovereign,  and  defircd  to  be  believed  as 
**  other  Princes  would  be ;  and  that  if  the  Spa^ 
^'  niards  fhould  intercept  his  letters,  it  would  put  no 
^*  fmall  jealoufy  into  their  heads ;  and  then  your 
Majefty  might  haply  care  lefs  for  him.  But,  to 
tell  your  Majefly  truth,  I,  the  Secretary,  know  it 
affirmatively  by  good  means,  that  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  that  fuch  a  letter  it  might  have  been,  as  I 
*'  would  have  caufed  to  have  been  conveyed  to  the 
**  enemy's  knowledge  by  fbme  means  or  other. 

*'  Now  hath  your  Majefty  all,  which  we  have 

^*  done,  can  do,  or  think  fit  to  be  done  \  wherein, 

if  your  Majefty  think  it  (hall  be  ufed  without  dif- 

cretion,  we  have  then  enjoyed  (and  I,  the  Secrc- 

**  tary,  efpecially)  too  much  of  your  Majcfty's  former 

"  truft. 

**  I  humbly  befecch  your  Majefty  therefore  to  be 

in  no  pain  through  any  fuch  apprehenfion  •,  for,  f 

thank  God,  nature  hath  not  made  me  lavifli,  nor 

violent ;  though  I  proteft  to  your  Majefty,  if  his 

ingratitude  (hall  now  appear,  when  it  (hall  come 

to  trial,  I  (hall,  in  my  heart,  abhor  him ;  for  he 
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*  *  wife  ;  although  as  a  carnal  natural  n)an  it  may  be 
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faid,  that  it  is,  prima  facie^  the  longeft  way  about, 
to  feek  that  by  war,  which  he  may  get  by  peace. 
''  And  thus  be(eeching  the  ever-living  God  to 
blefs  your  Majefty  with  perfed  health,  and  eternal 
happinefs,  we  moft  humbJy  take  our  leaves. 

Tour  Majefty s  bumble  and  obedient  fervan/s^ 

R.  Cecyll, 
J.  Herbert. 
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*•  Your  Majefty  (hall  find,  by  the  letter  from  the 
King,  how  he  doth  balk  the  denial  of  his  Minifters 
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fpeaking  to  lign  the  articles ;  though  he  writeth 
**  plainly,  that  they  have  not  figned,  nor  never  had 
had  commandment  to  fign.  I  defired  to  fee  the 
copy  df  the  letter,  and  did -plainly  expoftulate, 
why  he  did  not  as  well  in  the  letter  difavow  that 
point,  as  the  other,  having  fo  fully  forfwom  both. 
1  am  termed  too  curious  -,  and  that  the  King  had 
^'  fsud  endugh,  if  reafon  would  ferve,  and  fo  much 
"  as  any  Chriftian  would  believe.  But  for  the 
**  King,  under,  to  difavow  his  Minifters  doing  (to 
whom  he  gave  licence  to  ule  large  words  in  ex- ' 
tremities  to  keep  them  from  breaking  off)  he 
would  not  do  it  by  my  leave  ;  for  fo  might  this 
^*  ufe  be  made  of  it,  that  the  Spaniard^  finding, 
that  ihey  would  lay  that,  for  which  they  had  no 
warrant  in  one  thing,  might  well  think  they  would 
fay  fo  in  others.  To  tell  your  Majefty  my  re- 
plies, were  to  be  more  tedious  -,  but^  to  be  fliort, 
I  muft  dther  take  this  or  nothing ;  for  it  hath, 
made  me  ftay  this  difpatch  Bve  days ;  for  I  could 
not  forbear  but  to  let  them  fee,  that  it  was  neceflity, 
and  not  my  limplicity,  that  made  it  to  be  accept- 
•'  ed  by  me ;  for,  in  my  confcience,  the  King's  Mi- 
nifters  did  fpeak  of  it,  either  by  warrant  of  him- 
fclf,  or  Monfr.  Villeroy,  But,  which  party  he  meant 
to  difguife  withal,  I  dare  not  judge,  becaufe  he  is 
"  the  Lord's  anointed." 

Nantes^  5  Jpr.  1598. 

The  day  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  French 
King  wrote  from  Nantes  to  his  Embaffadors  at  Fer- 
vins  (c)j  that  the  Engli/b  Commiffioners  had  in- 
formed him  of  their  refolution  to  go  themfelves  to 
Vervinsj  to  enter  into  a  treaty  for  their  Miftrefs : 
**  Which,  fays  the  King,  I  have  let  them  know,  that 
**  I  cannot  but  highly  approve  of:  Bpt  I  know  ve- 

» 

(c)  Memoites  de  Bellievre  St  it  Silleri,  p.  234. 
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ry  well  they  are  in  pain  how  to  conduft  thcm- 
felves  with  regard  to  the  Legate,  when  they  (hall 
come  thither:  For,  as  they  have  learned  by  the  in- 
tercepted letters,  of  which  I  have  fent  you  an  ac- 
count, that  the  Cardinal  of  Auftria\  Embaffadors 
have  exprefs  charge,  among  other  things,  to  de- 
**  mand  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  exercife  of  the 
**  Catholic  religion  in  England^  they  are  apprehcn- 
•*  five  of  meeting  with  the  Legate  on  that  account, 
**  and  feariul  of  being  intangled  in  that  refpeft, 
**  having  obfervcd,  from  the  above-mentioned  in- 
•f  tercepted  letters,  that  their  friendlhip  is  not  great- 
•*  ly  defired.  For  which  reafon  they  have  fuggefted 
•*  to  me  the  transferring  to  fonje  place,  between  Ca- 
lais and  Boulogne i  their  conference  with  the  Car- 
dinal's Deputies,  perfuading  themfeJves,  that  the 
Legate  will  not  be  willing  to  be  prefent  there, 
**  nor  the  General  of  the  Cordeliers.  But  I  have 
**  let  them  know,  that  I  cannot  difpenfe  with  the 
"  prefence  of  cither  of  thefe,  in  the  conclufion  of 
*'  what  relates  to  me  ;  fince  it  was  of  great  import- 
ance, that  the  Pope,  having  begun  and  profecuted 
this  negotiation,  Ihould  continue  as  the  pledge 
**  and  fecurity  of  what  (hould  be  agreed  in  it  -,  which 
would  not  be  the  cafe,  if  the  Legate  and  General 
(hould  abandon  it.  And  that  I  thought  it  very 
**  difficult  to  remove  them  elfewhere,  on  account  of 
*'  their  age  and  indifpofition^  after  having  ftaid  fo 
long,  and  loft  fo  much  time,  at  Vervins^  merely  on 
account,  and  in  expeftation,  of  the  faid  Englijh 
*^  CommifTioners.  Bcfides  which,  my  affairs  did 
not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  a  prolongation  and  de- 
lay  of  the  refolution  of  the  treaty,  as  would  be  oc- 
**  cafioned  by  the  change  and  removal  of  the  faid 
**  Affembly,  efpecially  the  fcafon  being  fo  far  ad- 
**  vanced  as  it  is.  And  perhaps  the  dcfign  of  the 
^*  Englijh  might  be  as  much  to  retard  it,  as  to  bring 
•*  it  to  a  conclufion  j  as  I  cannot  pcrfuade  myfclf, 
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<^  that  they  are  at  all  pleafed  with  the  reftitution  to 
**  me  of  my  towns,  and  cfpccially  Calais^  of  which 
<*  they  have  not  at  prefent  given  me  the  leaft  de- 
"  monftratipn.     But  I  feejplainly,  that  they  are  ex- 
"  trcmely  alarmed  at  your  proceedings,  fince  they 
"  have  feen  the  intercepted  letters ;  for,  fince  that 
"  time,  they  have  changed  their  language,  and  de- 
^  clared  openly  their  inclination  of  treating,  and  go* 
"  ing  to  Vervins  for  that  purpofe.    But,  in  my  opi- 
'^  nion,  this  is  only  to  oblige  me  not  to  conclude  my 
agreement  without  them,  hoping,  when  they  are 
upon  the  fpot,  to  traverfe  or  retard  it,  fo  that  our 
"  forces,  on  both  fides,  being  affembled,  fome  new 
incident  may  happen,  which  may  favour  their  de* 
fign.     For  this  reafon  it  is  neceflary  to  conclude 
*^  our  articles  as  ibon  as  we  can,  agreeably  to  what 
I  wrote  (o  you  by  la  Fcntaine\    for  which  I 
(hall  begin  to  prepare  the  Englijb  in  the  beft  man- 
**  ner  1  can,  that  they  may  not  be  abfolutely  ilartled ; 
^'  for  I  am  defirous  of  contributing  to  their  repofe, 
^*  a^  well  as  to  my  own :  But  I  do  not  intend  to  ruin 
'*  my  own  affairs  out  of  regard  to  them ;  the  pre- 
*^  iervation  of  my  people  being  much  dearer  to  me 
'*'than  any  other  confideration.    The  Evglijb  Com- 
miflioncrs  arrive  here  to-day  :    If  they  make  any 
overture  to  me,  you  ihall  be  immediately  inform- 
•*  cd  of  it.     In  the  mean  while,  you  will  make  your 
*i  advantage  of  what  I  write  to  you,  I  have  difco- 
"  vcrcd  of  their  intention  j  and  give  me  your  advice 
"  in  every  thing. 
'^  I  am  in  much  greater  pain  for  the  States  of  the 
i      "  Low  Countries^  than  for  the  others ;  for  the  whole 
"  weight  of  the  war  will  fall  upon  their  ihoulders, 
under  which  I  fear  they  will  immediately  fink* 
**  It  is  for  this  reafon,  that  I  have  fo  much  defired, 
^*  and  dill  defire,  to  obtain  a  cefiation  of  arms,  of 
"  which  I  wrote  to  you  by  la  Fontaine ;    and  pray 
•*  you  fkill  to  ufe  your  endeavours  for  that  purpofe. 

I  "  How- 
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•'  However,  if  you  cannot  procure  it,  do  not  de* 
**  lay,  on  that  account,  concluding  our  affair  ;  but 
*'  obtain  at  leaft,  that  time  may  be  given  to  the 
•*  Engli/b^  and  the  States  of  the  Low  Countries^  to 
**  treat ;  and  take  care,  that,  in  this  point,  things 
^'  be  carried  on  in  a  manner,  that  (baU  clear  me  as 
**  much  as  poffible :  And  be  careful  likcwife,  if  it 
••  (hall  be  proper,  to  cover  and  excufe  the  haftening 
*^  of  what  you  fhall  do,  by  the  indi(po(ition  of  the 
*'  Legate  ;  by  the  jealoufy,  which  the  Spaniards  have 
•*  conceived  from  the  length  of  your  negotiation ; 
"  by  the  profperity  of  my  affairs  here,  and  the  ar- 
**  rival  here  of  the  Englijb  and  Dutch  Commiflion- 
**  ers ;  and  the  impatience  (hewn  at  Vervins  of  both 
**  parties  of  a  longer  ftay  there.  For  it  is  not  to 
**  be  doubted,  but  that  what  we  (hall  do,  will  be  dif- 
^^  covered  ;  and  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  will 
attack  me,  and  complain  ftrongly,  though,  in 
truth,  they  alone  are  the  caufe  of  what  (hall  hap^ 
pen,  from  the  little  regard,  which  they  have 
*'  (hewn  to  the  advices,  which  1  have  given  them 
•*  of  the  (md  treaty,  and  not  fending  in  time  their 
^^  Commiflioners  thither,  as  they  might  and  ought 
^*  to  have  done.  Inform  me  immediately  of  every 
"  thing  that  you  (hall  do;  and  recommend  fecrccy 
*'  to  the  Legate,  that  he  may  oblige  the  Spaniards^ 
^^  and  procure  them  to  keep  it  as  carefully  as  pof- 
*^  fible/* 

The  EngUJb  and  BtUcb  Commiflioners  were  now 
impatient  to  return  home;  and  Secretary  VilUrdy 
wrote  to  the  French  Embaflfadors  at  VervinSy  on  the 
1 2th  oi ,  Aprils  O.  S.  1598  (d)y  that  the  French 
Court  had  kept  them  fo  long,  after  the  intercepting 
of  the  Cardinal  of  Auftria\  letter  to  the  King  of 
Spain y  only  hy  artifice ^  and  againft  their  will  5  fo  that 
undoubtedly  y  fays  he,  thy  will  efcape  from  us  this 

(d)  Ibid.  p.  239. 

week : 


cc 


England,  France,  and  Bruflels.      \6i 

Viuk :  and  if  in  that  interval  we  have  no  certain  ac* 
count  of  your  agreement j  Mon/r.  de  Bameveldt  wifi 
gain  the  reputation  of  a  true  prophet  \  for  he  has  donO 
all  that  he  can  to  make  us  beneve^  that  the  gentlemen^ 
who  treat  withyou^  will  deceive  you  in  the  conclujlom 
of  your  treaty y  and  in  the  execution  and  accomplifh* 
went  of  it^  as  men^  who  make  a  profejjion  of  and  glory 
in  ahufing  all  thofe  who  treat  with  them. 

The  Englifh  Commiffioners  accordingly  took  their 
fcave  of  the  French  King  on  the  15th  of  Aprils  O.  S. 
as  appears  from  a  letter  of  Secretary  Villeroy  tp  the 
French  Embafladors  ztVervinSy  dated  the  iSthO.S. 
of  that  month,  wherein  he  writes  as  follows  (e) : 

**  We  have  been  obliged  to  difpatch  the  Englijb, 
*'  2nd  Dutch  Embafiadors^becauie  they  were  refolved 
*^  to  return  home ;  and  it  was  not  poflible  for  us  to 
^*  detain  chem  any  longer.     Both  of  them  are  gone 
*'  away  extremely  difcontented :  the  former,  becaufe 
^^  they  wanted  to  oblige  us  not  to  refolve  upon  or 
"  conclude  our  agreement  without  them,  without 
^^  otherwife  aflbring  us  of  their  intentions,  or  of  the 
dme,when  their  Deputies  fliould  attenc]  the  Aflem- 
bJy,  in  order  to  treat.     And  the  others,  becaufe 
they  expeAed  to  engage  us  in  war ;  and  we  have 
*^  let  them  underltand,  that  we  were  defirous  of  en- 
^^  gaging  them  in  the  peace  with  ourfelves.     And 
as  they  have  told  us,  that  they  had  not  power  to 
do  this,  his  Majefty  has  refolved  to  fend  again  to 
their  fuperiors  the  Sieur  de  Buzanval^  to  perfuade 
^^  them  to  it,  if  that  can  be  done,  accordmg  to  what 
^  we  wrote  to  you  in  our  difpatch  of  the  9th  of  this 
^^  month.     Things  being  upon  this  foot,  I  leave 
"  you  to  think,  in  what  fituation  we  fhallfind  our- 
felves, if  at  prefent  there  fliould  happen  a  rupture 
with  you,  and  what  difHculty  we  Ihall  have  to  re- 
gain our  former  credit  with  the  Englijh  and  Butch : 

W  Ibid  258,259,269. 
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*'  for  though  our  interefts  in  the  profccution  of  the 
*'  war  will  rejoin  us,  yet  it  will  not  be  with  the  fame 
*•  confidence  and  aflurancc  as  before ;  which'  is  the 
••  only  evil,  which  we  ha^  always  apprehended  from  « 
*'  your  negotiation,  and  the  rt  ports  of  peace,  which^ 
*•  have  been  made  public.     Now  whether  we  mull 
**  drink  this  cup,  or  not,  1  tell,  you,  as  I  have  al- 
**  ready  written,  that  it  is  of  great  importance  to  us, 
*•  to  bie  informed'  of  the  ftate  of  things  with  you,. 
**  and  to  be  cleared  of  our  doubts. immediately,  that 
*'  we  may  give  orders  for  our  affairs  one  way  or  the 
•*  other. 

When  the  Englijh  Embaflatfors  arrived,  they 
fpokc  to  us  of  nothing  but  waiting  only  for  the 
power,  which  had  been  fent  for  from  ^aitfy  that 
they  might  go  to  the  aflembJy,  and  treat ;  talking 
•*  at  the  fame  time  of  the  continuation  of  the  war  in 
•*  terms,  which  made  us  believe,  that  they  had  no 
•*  inclination  to  engage  fiirther  in  it.     But  when  they 
**  knew,  that  the  faid  power  was  arrived,  and  the 
**  queftion  was  to  take  their  refokirion  upon  it,  they 
"  declared  tons,  that  the  power,  which  their Miftreft 
•*  had  given  them  to  treat,  was  reftrained  to  the 
•*  confent  of  thofe  of  the  States  of  the  United  Pro- 
*'  vinces^  fo  that  they  could  do  nothing  without 
"  them:  and  feeing  that  they  had  nocommiffion  to 
**  enter  into  this  negotiation;  they  were  oif  opinion  to 
**  continue  the  war  -,  for  which  they  offered  to  feiid 
•*  the  King  fix  thoufand  men,  who  fhould  likewife 
•*  be  paid,    to  recover   Calais.     To  which  if  we 
•*  would  not  confent,  they  faid,  they  mruft  return  to 
**  England^   in  order  to  get  die  reftriftion  above- 
**  mentioned  taken  off,  that  they  might  enter'  upon 
**  the  treaty  without  the  States.     And  they  departed 
**  upon  this  on  the  25th  of  this  month,  taking  their 
"  way  by  Caen,     They  ufed  all  their  efforts  to  pre- 
"  vail  upon  the  King  to  give  them  his  word,  not  to 
*<  conclude  his  terms  of  peace  before  their  return 

"  from 
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*•  from  England^  which  they  faid  would  be  within  a 

**  moadi  at  teaft,  or  ten  days  after.    But  his  Majefty 

*'  would  not  give  them  his  word  in  that  point,  but 

.«*  only  to  keep  things  upon  fiich  a  foot,  that  if  they 

•'  fhould  come  within  that  time,  they  fhould  find 

**  the  door  ftill  open  for  them  to  enter,  and  be  ad- 

**  mitted.     Upon  this  they  have  fent  me  in  writing 

*'  the  ardcles,  which  they  defign  to  propound,  if 

**  they  treat,  and  which  they  have  defired  me  to 

«*  tranfmit  to  you,  in  order  that  you  may  take  the 

♦*  trouble  of  difcourfing,  as  if  it  were  from  yourfelvesi 

**  with  the  Spanijb  Embafladors,  to  difcover,  if  pof- 

*'  fible,  their  intention  with  regard  to  thofe  articles, 

«*  and  to  ^ve  us  adyice  of  it.     I  fend  you  therefore 

««  the  laid  MmoirCy  that  you  may  do  this  office,  if 

•«  you  can ;    for  his  Majefty  would  be  extremely 

«*  pleaied  with  it ;   or,  at  leaft,  to  take  fucK  fte^s 

**  in  it,  as  you  Ihall  judge  moft  proper ;  for  his  Ma* 

**  jefty  mil  not  retard  or  ruin  his  own  affairs  on  ac* 

**  count  oi  them,  or  others,  as  I  wrote  to  you  in 

**  ourdiipatch  of  the  14th  of  this  month,  which  I  ad- 

**  drefled  to  you,  by  an  exprefs  to  Louvety  to  be  de^ 

•*  livered  to  you  j  to,  the  contentis  of  which  we  refer. 

**  1  fee  plainly,  that  the  Englijb  do  not  intend  to  rc- 

*'  ftore  to  the  Spaniards  tht  places,  which  the  States 

••  have  engaged  to  them,  and  which  they  poflefs  ; 

**  alledging,  that  if  they  muft  quit  them,  it  ought 

**  to  be  to  thofe,   who  have  intriifted  them  with 

•^  them,  after  they  Ihall  have  been  reimburfcd  the 

**  mon^y  advanced  by  them,  which  they  make  td 

•*  amount  to  a  great  fum :   And  it  feems,  that  they 

•*  have  difcovered,   by  the  intercepted  letters,   of 

**  which  I  fent  you  an  account,  what  is  the  intentioii 

•^  of  the  Spaniards  in  that  refpeft.     For  my  own 

*'  part,  I  fee, that  the  Englijb  will  ufe  ail  kindls  of  dili^ 

*'  gence,  offers,  and  efforts,  to  traverfe  your  treaty 

**  with  regard  to  the  Spaniards^  fince  they  have  not 

M  2  *'  gained 
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^^  gsaned  an^  thing  mith  us,  in  order  to  have  Ca* 
^^  laisj  which  is  the  point  of  their  ambition ;  having 
^'  conducted  themfelves  here  with  fo  much  difllmu-' 
^*  lation  and  artifice,  though  grofs,  that  we  have  lefi 
*'  reafon  to  expeft  good  than  ever.  You  will  there- 
fore take  particular  care  of  this ;  and  I  aflure  you, 
that  if  you  can  advance  the  reftitution  of  Calais^ 
you  will  do  a  very  important  fervice  to  the  King 
and  Kingdom." 
The  Mcmoire  mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  drawn 
up  by  the  Englijb  CommiiTioners,  was  to  this  pur- 
pofe  (f) : 

That  the  ancient  treaties  of  friendfhip,  privileges, 
and  liberties,  which  were  agreed  upon  between  the 
late  King  Hcmy  VIII.  the  Queen's  father,  and  the 
'Emperor  Cbarlej^  asDukt  of  Burgundy^  be  renewed, 
with  an  abolition  of  all  contraventions,  which  have 
been  made  with  refpeft  to  them  (ince  the  be^nning 
of  the  reigns  of  the  Queen,  and  the  King  of  Spain.  . 
That  die  fubjefts  of  the  Queen  fhaJl  have  free 
traffic  in  all  the  countries  of  the  King  of  Spain^  with« 
out  being  fearched  or  molefted  in  their  perfons  or 
goods  by  the  ecclefiaftical  inquifition,  unlefs  they 
give  apparent  caule  of  fcandal. 

That  the  treaties  and  commerce  be  renewed  and 
reftored,  which  anciently  fubfifted  between  Eng- 
land and  Portugal^  before  Portugal  was  annexed  to 
Spain. 

That  all  the  prizes  taken,  and  depredadons  made, 
on  the  one  part  and  the  other,  either  by  fea  or  land, 
(hall  be  thrown  into  oblivion  and  amnefly  ;  and  that 
all  prifoners,  who  (hall  not  have  compounded  for 
their  ranfbm,  (hall  be  reftored  on  both  fides. 

That  the  King  reimburfe  the  Queen  for  the  money 
lent  by  her,  in  the  year  1577,  ^^  ^^^  States,  which 

(f)  Ibid.  p.  261,  26a. 
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were  held  at  Brujfelsy  at  the  inftant  reguefl:  of  his 
Embafladors,  on  account  of  the  urgent  '^ceflity  of 
his  affairs. 

The  French  King  likewife,  in  his  letter  to  his 
Embafladors  at  VervinSy  dated  the  ift  of  A&y,N.S. 
(g\  takes  notice  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Commif- 
iioners  having  left  him,  with  appearance  of  great  dif« 
fadsfaAion  with  him ;  the  former,  on  account  of  his 
having  advanced  the  treaty  without  them  ;  and  the 
latter,  becaufe  they  could  not  perfuade  him  to  alter  his 
refolution,  which  he  had  declared  to  them,  of  re- 
covering his  towns  by  the  peace.  He  obfervcs, 
however,  that  he  had  promifed  the  Englijb  Commif-^ 
fioners,  not  to  radfy,  within  forty  days,  the  articles, 
which  his  Emdaflador  ihould  fign ;  within  which 
time  the  Englijb  Commiflioners  promiled  him  to  re-^ 
turn  with  their  Miftrefs's  pleailire,  to  enter  upon  the 
treaty,  or  to  retire  abfolutcly.  //  vms^  adds  the 
King,  m  the  24Jh  or  igtb  of  laft  months  that  I  made 
them  this  promijfe ;  notwitbftanding  wbich^  I  do  not 
intend  to  delay  one  day  doing  my  own  bufinefSy  if  that 
delay  can  prejudice  me :  for  I  have  but  too  much  rea^ 
fon  to  believe  J  that  this  was  ajked  of  mCj  with  a 
view  as  much  to  have  opportunity  and  means  of  tra* 
verfing  and  breaking  off  the  peace^  as  to  favour  it.  In 
fhortj  I  will  conduit  myfelf  in  this  point  as  I  know 
others  would  in  my  fituation^  and  as  fi>all  he  of  ad- 
vantage to  my  fervice^  which  I  will  prefer  to  every 
^tber  confideration. 

The  next  day  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  viz.  on 
the  2d  oi  May  1598,  N.  S,  the  treaty  of  Vervins 
was  flgned,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Pope's 
Legate;  the  French  Embafladors  having  requdled 
the  Spanijh  to  keep  it  fecret,  till  the  ratlBcation 
ihould  come,  and  the  hoftages  be  delivered  (h)^ 
and  procured  a  ceflation  of  hoftilides  for  two  months 

(g)  P*g-  270.  (h)  Ibid.  p.  274,  and  280. 
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i6T  Queen  Elizabeth  and .  the  United  Provinces  (i  j* 
The  peace  was  ratified  by  the  French  Kbg  on  the  . 
6th  of  June  following,  N.  S.  (k).      v 

Mezerai  owns  (/),  that  this  peace  might  have  been 
concluded  and  figned  in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  if 
King  Hemry  IV.  bad  not  affcfted  to  perfuade  the 
public,  that  he  would  not  abandon  his  Allies,  But 
their  interefts  had  but  little  weight  with  hipi  in'  com- 
p^rifon  of  his  6wn  impatience  to  eftabUfii  himfelf  in 
the  peaceable  pofTellion  of  his  throne. 
.  Monfr.  de  Vjlleroy  indeed  juftifies  the  condqft  of 
f|he  King  his  Mafter,  in  a  letter  to  Monfr.  de  la  Bo* 
dericj  from  FontainebleaUy  28th  Jpril  1607,  N.  S. 
ifi  which  he  writes  thus  ♦ : 

**  If,  when  we  began  to  give  ear  to  the  propolals 
1*  of  the  peace  with  Spain  concluded  at  Vervinsj  the 
**  late  Queen  of  England  would  have  engaged,  with 
"  us  ftrongly  and  refolutely  to  drive  the  Spaniards 
**  out  of  the  how  CountrieSy^s  we  propofed  to  her,  wc 
*'  would  never  have  laid  down  our  arms  2  But  neither 
♦*  flic,nor  her  minifters, would  ever  believe,thatthe5/tf- 
1^  niards  would  reftpre  tQ  us  the  places,  which  they  had 
*«  taken  from  us  5  without  which  (he  was  affurcd 
*^  that  the  King  would  not  tre^t  \  and  upon  this  ac- 
♦*  count  (he  concluded,  that  the  war  between  us  and 
♦*  Spain  would  proceed,  without  her  engaging  in  it 
**  further  than  me  had  done.  Thus  (he.  was  miftaken  j 
•*  for  (be  waited  tqo  long  befo/e  ihe  refolved,  fo  that 
^^  (be  found  us  aduaUy  agreed,  when  flie  fent  to  us 
<*  to  break  off  the  treaty." 

But  whatever  glofles  the  French  Minifters  mTght 
then,  or  afterwards,  put  upon  the  King  of  France's 
management.  Queen  JSilizaieth  highly  refcnted  it  i 
and,  after  the  return  of  Sir  Robert  Cecil  and  Mr. 

« 

(1)  Ibid.  p.  ;o8,  309.        (i)  Ibid.  p.  375.  (/)  Tom.  7. 

p.  327,  &  33  »•  edit.  Paris  1686.  •  Lettrcs  d'  Henry  TV. 

de  France,  St  de  Meffrs.  de  Villeroy  &  de  Puificux.    Mr.  An- 
toine  le  Fevre  de  laBroderic,  Tom.  i.  p.  175. 

Herbert 


C€ 


Eng/and,  France,  anJBruIMs.       id/ 

Kerhert  to  England^  frequently  expoftulated  with 
Jiim  on  that  account  by  letters,  and  by  the  inteVven- 
tion  <rfMr.  Edmondesy  who  ftill  attended  him.  Her 
Majefty  reminded  him  particularly  of  his  faith  given; 
and  called  upon  him  to  pay  regard  to  his  own  ^on- 
icience  with  regard  to  God,  'and  his  reputation 
among  mankind  \  and  told  him,  ^^  That  if  in  ccmpo- 
•*  ral  concerns  there  was  fuch  a  crime  as  a  fin  againfl 
*'  the  Holy  Ghoft,  it  was  doubtlefs  Ingratitude^ 
**  That  if  he  had  obtained  advantageous  conditions 
from  Spain^  he  owed  them  to  the  afTiftance  of 
England.  That  he  ought  not  to  abandon  an  old 
friend,  fince  a  new  one  was  not  of  equal  value. 
."That  the  iacrednefs  of  treaties  and  folemn  com- 
/**  pads  were  never  ufed  as  fnares,  but  among  bad 
/*  men.  Tha!^  ftrength  confided  in  union ;  and 
^^  that  the  readied  way  to  weaken  and  deftroy  was 
/*  difapiting  (»>'* 

The  Queen  being  therefore  thua  abandoned  by 
jFrance^  found  it  now  neceflary  to  concert  meafures 
,with  the  States  of  the  UHtied  Provinces  ;  for  which 
purpofe  (he  Iwt  Sir  Francis  Vere  to  Holland^  to  fee, 
whether  tjhe  States  were  inclined  to  peace ;  or,  if 
not,  whait  they  would  contribute  to  the  war  \  and  to 
preis  them  to  reimburfe  her  for  the  monies,  which 
flie  h^  AdvaiKed  on  their  account  (»).  The  Queen's 
CouncU  was  indeed  divided  upon  the  queflion. 
Whether  it  was  proper  to  make  peace,  or  continue 
xht  war  ?  to  which  latter  her  Majefty  herfelf  inclinecf, 
and  the  Earl  of  E^ex  ftill  declared  for  it  with  great 
zeal,  as  he  had  done  during  the  treaty  at  Vervins^  for 
rcafons  urged  in  his  Afology  addreffed  to  Mr.  jdnibony 
Bacon ;  while  the  Lord  Treafurer  Burgbtey  was  dif- 
pofed  to  pacific  meafures.  But  that  great  and  honeft 
State(hian  died  on  the  4th  oiJuguft  this  year,  in  the 
77rh  year  of  his  age  {0).  His  death  was  foon 
followed  by  that  of  Philip  II.  King  of  Spain^  on 
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(!•)  Camden,  p.  708, 709.     {/»)  Id.  p.  711.     («)Id.  p.  711,723. 
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the  13  th  of  September  J  N.  S.  {p\  whofe  immode- 
rate ambition  had  been  the  odcafion  of  infinite  blood* 
fhed  and  confufion  throughout  Europe  during  his 
reign^  of  which,  in  his  laft  languifhing  ficknefs,  he 
iincerely  repented,  if  the  InftruHions^  which  he  left 
CO  his  Ton;  are  genuine,  as  they  are  printed  in  the 
Duke  de  Sully* s  Memoirs  (q) ;  in  which  he  owns,  that 
after  an  expence  of  fix  hundred  millions  of  ducats, 
and  the  deftrudion  of  above  twenty  millions  of  men, 
and  the  depopulation  of  more  provinces,  and  a 
greater  extent  of  country,  than  he  then  pdlefled  in 
Europe^  he  had  failed  in  all  his  great  defigns,  except 
the  acquifidon  of  the  little  kingdom  of  Portugal  (r). 

His  character,  as  a  Prince  of  great  abilities,  is  ge- 
nerally allowed  by  moft  hiftorians,  fome  of  whom 
confiderhim  as  a  model  of  prudence  and  wifdom, 
and  as  one,  who  perfcftly  underftood  the  art  of  go- 
verning. But  Monfr.  Boifoty  Abbot  of  St.  Vincent^ 
in  SefaUfon^  who  was  much  better  ^ble  to  judge  of 
him  from  the  vaJl  colleftion  of  the  original  papers  of 
Cardinal  Grandvelle^  which  had  fallen  into  his  hands, 
and  amounted  to  near  an  hundred  volumes  in  folio  *, 
had  by  nO  means  fo  favourable  an  opinion  of  him. 
He  owns  indcedf,  that  Philip  was  mafter  of  a  good, 
penetrating  and  cleat  judgment,  and  that  he  wroie 
perfectly  well :  But  that  he  was  perhaps  too  fond  of 
writing  for  a  great  King ;  all  his  letters  being  very 
long ;  one  all  in  Ms  own  hand- writing,  in  the  Abbotts 

•  •  • 

(p)  ThaanuSy  L  cxx.  %  li..  ^Meteren,  L.  xx.  fol.  ^\\.vafo. 
fq)  Memolres  00  Oeconomies  Royales  d*£tat,  domeftiques,  po- 
litiqueSy  &  militairesy  de  Henry  le  Grande  par  Maximilian  de 
Bethune  Due  de  Sally,  Tom.  2.  p.  212.  edit.  Rouen  1663. 
(r)  Ibid,  p.  2 1 7.  •  Lettre  fur  la  mort  de  Mr.  TAbbe  Boifpt^ 
Continuation  des  memoires  de  literature  &  d*hiftoirey  Tom.  4. 
part  I.  p.  8.  edit.  Paris  1727.  f  Lettre  de  Mr.  I'Abbede 

Boifot  a  Mr.  Pellifibn,  contenant  un  projet  de  la  vie  du  Csudi- 
nal  de  Grandvelle,  qull  avoit  deiTein  d^ecrire,  Sc  un  etat  des  me* 
moires  &  papiers  de  ce  Cardinal,  qu'il  avoit  raiTemblez.  lb.  p.6i. 
$c  feqq. 
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colleftion,  being  no  lefs  than  eighteen  pages.  The 
Abbot  reprefents  him  as  irrefolute,  diftruftful,  a  dif- 
fembler,  timid,  ambitious,  little  inclined  to  grati- 
tude, and,  what  is  lefs  imagined  of  him,  negligent 
and  indolent,  though  of  an  infatiable  appetite  to 
command,  which  he  indulged  to  fuch  excefs,  that 
he  would  ^ve  laws  to  his  own  father  Charles  V. 
which  forced  the  latter  into  the  convent  of  St.  Jufty 
and  proceeded  to  the  laft  extremity  againft  his  own 
fon  Don  Carlos^  from  the  apprehenfion  of  not  being 
matter  enough  of  him.  This  palfion  for  command- 
ing rendered  him  extremely  jeious  of  his  authority ; 
but  being  no  iels  timid,  he  durft  not  often  fupport 
it  by  the  proper  means :  And  this  pccafioned  thedif- 
orders,  and  afterwards  the  revolt  and  lols,  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Low  Countries :  for  he  had  nev^r 
the  courage  to  go  thither,  though  he  was  told,  and 
acknowledged  himfelf,  that  his  prefcnce  there  was 
abfolutely  neceliary.  His  talents  in  bufinefs  were 
much  interior  to  what  has  been  fuppofed.  He  ap- 
plied himfelf  indeed  with  attention,  and  ordered  lus 
Secretaries  to  give  him  an  exaft  account  in  writing  of 
all  traniaftions.  He  took  the  pains  likewife  to  write 
with  his  own  hand,  in  the  margin  of  their  letters, 
what  he  thought  proper  to  be  done ;  and  he  forgot 
not  the  leaft  circUmftance«  But  this  great  applica- 
tion of  lus  amounted  very  often  to  nothing :  his 
marginal  remarks  were  generally  mere  words,  with- 
out any  clear  and  poGtive  orders,  and  reafonings 
without  any  pofitive  refolution.  His  attention  was 
likewife  fixed  too  much  upon  minutenefles  unworthy 
of  him,  while  he  was  extremely  negligent  in  great 
affairs ;  {o  that  he  would  continue  ibmetimes  three 
or  four  months  without  writing  a  fingle  word  to  the 
Governors  of  his  dominions,  or  his  Embafladors, 
cfpecially  when  affairs  were  depending, which  were  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  and  could  not  fuffer  any  de- 
lay.    It  was  in  vain  to  fend  couriers  to  him,  and  to 
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pre&  him  for  orders  :  he  retained  the  couriers,  and 
gave  no  orders.  This  (hews,that  he  was  very  appre- 
lierQve  of  great  affairs,  or  did  not  undcrftand  them  j 
and,  being  incapable  of  extricating  himfelf  out  of 
them,  thought  it  more  convenient  to  expeft  what 
time  might  do  for  him.  Notwithftanding  this,  he 
dazzled  the  world  by  his  appearance :  his  flownefe 
pafled  for  admirable  prudence  \  his  unccrtsunties  for 
mature  deliberations ;  and  his  filence  for  fome  gre^ 
royftery.  Few  perfons  knew  him  thoroughly^  and 
thefe  did  not  much  efteem  him  ;  but  they  did  not 
undeceive  the  reft.  And  it  is  cert^n,  fays  Abbe  Boir- 
fot^  he  was  Prince  fort  mediocre. 

Sir  Francis  Vere  having  opened  the  Queen*s  pro- 
pofals  to  the  States  Qeneral  on  the  29  th  of  yune 
1598,  N.  S.  they  refolved  to  continue  the  war, 
rather  than  enter  into  an  uncertain  peace ;  and  ac- 
cordingly appointed  a  folenin  embaffy  to  England^ 
^confifting  of  the  Sieur  de  Warmont^  Admiral,  and 
Grand  Veneur  of  Holland  ^j  John  Oldenbarne'veb^ 
Counfellor  and  Advocate  of  State  5  John  Vander- 
werckcy  Counfellor  and  Penfionary  of  Middlebur^b  ; 
John  de  HoUingha,  Counfellor  and  Deputy  to  the 
5tates  General  -,  and  Andrew  HeJfelSj  firft  CounleUpjr 
of  the  (J^ouncil  of  Brabant^  eftablifhcd  in  the  United 
Provinces ;  who  left  the  Hague  on  the  i8th  of  ^uly 9 
N.  S.  and  landing  at  Margale  the  next  day,  had  au- 
dience of  the  Queen  on  the  23d,  who  referred  their 
bufinefs  to  the  confideration  of  her  Council;  two  of 
the  principal  members  of  which  were  then  abfeiit 
from  it,  the  Lord  Treafurer  being  rfifabled  by  his 
laft  Tickncfs,  and  the  Earl  of  EJfex  in  fome  difgrac^ 
with  her  Majefty  {$).  But  the  latter  thought  proper 
to  apply  himfelf  to  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  Thomas) 
Bodleyy  who  had  been  employed  as  her  Majefty's 
Refident  with  the  Sutes  General,  from  the  yirar  1588 

(/)  Meteren,  L.xx.  fol  429^429. 
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te  15979  ^nd  to  confulc  him  upon  the  points  then 
depending  between  England  znd  the  United  Provinces: 
Mr.  Bodl(y  accordingly  wrote  to  his  Lordfliip  in  July 
this  year  the  follo^ying  letter  (t). 

.  May  it  fU^fe  your  good  Lordjhip^ 

"  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  yefterday's  letter,  I 
"  have  fought  among  my   papers,    wherewith  to 

V  ferve  your  Lordftip's  turn. .  And  for  the  point  of 
*'  reimburfctncnt,  what  courfe  was  taken  for  it,  a^ 
"  wcU  by  me  for  her  Majefty,  as  by  thofe  that  were 
"  deputed  for  the  General  States,  1  did  fet  it  down 

in  writing,  by  w^y  of  abridgment,  above  twelve 
montjbs  agQ)  ibmewhat  doubting,  that  in  time  it 
^(  would  come  again  in  queftion.'.  The  tranfcript  of 
^*  \fi  I  have  fent  with  other  writings  to  your  Lord- 
"  fliip.  Their  offers  were,  as  then,  to  make  an 
«  yearly  payn^njt  of  twenty  thoufanfl  pounds,  wlule 
**  the  wars  IHouid  continue :  to  acquit  her  Highnefs 
*'  of  the  pay  of  her  auxiliary  forces :  to  give  enter- 
f <  tainment  to  four  thoiUand  EngHJh  foldiets :  to  af- 
'*  lift  her  Highnei^  with  ihipping  in  all  her  fea  occa- 
"  fions ;  and  when  the  country  (hall  be  brought  to 
**  peace  a»d  trtnquillity,  to  rdmburfe  every  year, 
•*  for  four  ycflrs  together,  one  hundred  thoufand 
^^  pounds.     Sp  that  then  I  did  find  dieir  *abiUty  fo 

V  good  to  be^r  the  burden  of  the  wars,  as  they  niode 
?*  no  further  foit,  but  diat  her  Majefty  would  main- 
5^  tain  her  cautionary  charges. 

To  give  your  Lordihip  iatisfaAion  as  touching 
thofe  argument)  on  which  they  grounded  their 
unwillingnefs  noic  to  hearken  to  a  treaty,  I  have 
herewith  ient  u^to  you  the  printed  anfwer  of  the 
States  to  the  Eledbors  of  the  Empire,  Anno  90  {p) ; 

V  the  protpoTinpn  of  the  Baron  of  RendSe^  the  Em- 
peror's Embaflador,  together  with  their  anfwer  in 

[t)  MS.  State-Papers  of  Anthony  Bacoiiy  Efq;  \p)  Meteren, 

I«ixvi.  101.330. 

"the 
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•*  the  year  02;  the  piece  of  a  letter,  which  I  meant 
**  to  have  fent  to  Brujfels  to  the  Emperor's  Embafla- 
•*  dors,  if  your  Lordfhip  for  refpefts  had  not  thought, 
it  better  to  fupprefi  it :  Ernefiush  letter  to  the 
States,  periuading  an  accord,  with  their  anfwer 
unto  it  in  the  year  94.  In  thefe  propofitions  and 
**  letters  is  all  contained  in  efFeft,  that  could  be  then 
**  produced  for  the  making  or  marring  of  a  peace 
**  with  the  Spaniard*  Firft,  for  peace  is  alledged 
**  the  general  defire  of  the  Princes  in  EMrope  \  the 
*<  continual  unchriftian  effuGon  of  blood ;  the  defo- 
**  lation  and  ruin  of  the  ftates  of  both  parties,  thro* 
^'  the  unfpeakable  Daughter  of  their  people  and  fub- 
**  jefts :  the  intolerable  annoyance  of  all  their  neigh- 
*'  hours  countries  :  the  notorious  difbrders  and  cala- 
**  mities  in  war :  the  grievous  impofitions  of  new 
''  taxes  and  tallages :  the  wearinefs  of  Spain^  and 
their  thirft  after  reft,  whereby  the  States  might 
ftand  aflfured  of  good  performance  of  conditions : 
the  uncertain  events  of  exploits  in  the  wars :  and 
**  the  curfe  hereafter,  that  the  children  muft  give  unto 
*'*  their  parents,  for  forfeiting,  by  rebellion,  their  an- 
*'  cient  immunities. 

**  The  States  have  urged,  on  the  other  fide,  fof 
**  continuance  of  the  wars,  the  cruelty,  and  pride; 
^*  and  barbarous  carriage  of  the  Spaniards^  alike 
^'  with  them,  as  in  the  Indies^  and  in  all  other  places ! 
^^  the  examples  of  the  frauds,  that  they  have  hereto^ 
•'  fore  ufed  in  all  their  compoHtions:  the  treache^ 
*^  roufnefs  and  villainies,  which  they  have  praftifed, 
f'  and  always  ufed  againft  the  peribn  of  her  High- 
^*  nefs,  and  in  France  againft  the  Kii\g,  and  both 
^<  their  dominions :  the  violation  of  their  faith  at  fun- 
'*  dry  times,  in  fundry  caufes,  by  means  of  thcirbc- 
"  lief,  quod  cum  h^ereficis  no»  eft  fervanda  fides: 
*'  the  ambitious  humour  of  the  King,  in  apparently 
**  afpiring  to  the  general  monarchy  :  the  public  ab- 
<*  juration  received  by  the  States  againft  him  and  his 

**  govern* 
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*'  government ;  the  infamous  change  of  the  enemy's 
"  opinions  in  matter  of  religion  to  ferve  theiijown  turns, 
«  having  always  held  it  heretofore  for  crifnen  Ufa 
*'  majeftaHs  for  any  fubjed  to  take  arms  againft  his 
**  natural  Sovereign  •,  and  yet  giving  now  of  late  all 
*^  manner  of  relief  to  the  rebels  in  France^  and  like- 
^^  wift  in  Ireland:    the  prefent  means,  that  may  be 
"  made,  as  foon  as  peace  is  concluded,  to  draw  the 
"  Lew  Countries  to  a  fcrvile  eftate :    the  want  of 
*<  might  in  their  Allies  to  proteft  them,   if  they 
*^  would,  from  that  intention  of  the  enemy:    and, 
"  laftly,  a  moft  happy  and  fpeedy  fuccefs,  which 
"  they  expeft,  of  all  their  troubles,  if  they  might  be 
"  very  roundly  and  foundly  fupported.    In  effeA, 
^^  it  was  ever  fuppofed  by  the  States,  that  there  can 
"  be  no  iecurity  of  peace  with  the  Spaniard^  for  that 
•*  her  Majefty  and  they  can  but  deal  with  him,in  con- 
^*  fidence  upon    his  finglc  promifc ;    which '  may 
^^  prove,  in  cafe  of  breach,  much  more  prejudicial 
^^  to  her  Highnefs  and  to  them,  than  to  the  King 
"  and  his  countries.     For  if  her  Majefty,   or  the 
^^  States,  Ihould  give  the  King  occafion,  he  may 
"  ibon  work  the    means  to    recover   hb   former 
"  ftrength ;  but,  if  otherwife,  her  Highnefs  Ihould 
^^  be  wronged  by  the  King ;  (he  ihould  be  fo  much 
^^  then  the  weaker,  as  now  fhe  is  the  ftronger,  by 
^'  reafon  of  thofe  forces,  that  are  afoot  among  the 
*'  States,  which,  in  all  kind  of  likelihood,  fhe  fhall 
^'  not  hereafter  be  able  to  reduce,  when  fhe  would, 
**  to  their  prefent  eftate, 

"**  This  is  fo  much,as  the  letter*  which  yourLord- 
^  fhip  hath  written,  doth  feem  to  require  ;  wherc- 
"  with  I  would  intreat,  th^t  lith  I  have  not  other 
**  copies  of  thofe  pamphlets  and  letters,  it  might 
^^  ftand  with  your  good  liking  to  fpare  them  to  me 
*'  again,  when  your  Lordfhip  hath  no  caufe  to  de» 
"  tain  them  any  longer,     And  fo  wit!^  humble  of- 

"  fer 
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**  fcr  of  my  attcrmoft  fervice,  in  what  occafion  you 
**  plcafe  to  employ  me,  I  take  my  humble  leave.** 

The  firft  paper,  which  Mr.  BoMey  mentions  in  this' 
letter,  was,  in  all  probability,  a  manufcript,  fince' 
publiflied.by  Mr.  Thomas  Hearne^  in  his  edition  of 
Camden^  Annals  of  ^een  Elizabeth  (le;),  and  inti'* 
tuled,  Jn  account  of  an  agreement  between  §lueen 
Elizabeth  and  ^^  United  Provinces,  w therein  fee  fup- 
ported  tbem^  and  tbeyftoodnot  to  their  agreement. 

The  Embafladors  of  the  States  General  continued 
in  England  till  the  20th  oi  Augufi  1598,  when  they 
returned  to  Holland  (x)^  having,  on  the  i6th  of 
that  month,  concluded  a  new  treaty  with  the' 
Queen  upon  the  following  terms  (y) :  ' 

That  the  States  fhould  give  fccurity  to  Quecft 
Elizabeth  for  eight  hundred  thou(and  pounds  ftcr- 
ling,  to  which  all  her  claims  were  limited. 

That  the  half  of  this  fum  fhould  be  difcharged  b/ 
yearly  payments  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,' 
as  long  as  the  war  Ihould  continue  :  And  if,  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  any  thing  remained  of  this  half,  th^ 
annual  payments  fhould  be  but  twenty  thoufand 
pounds. 

Thar,  as  to  the  other  half,  and'  the  reflitution  of 
the  places,  which  were  in  the  Queen's  hands,  thcrd 
fhould  be  an  amicable  agreement,  when  the  peactf 
was  concluded. 

That  for  the  garifons  of  Flyjhing^  the  Brielj  an* 
other  forts,  the  Qyeen  fhould  furnifti  eleven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  to  be  paid  by  the  States,  at  tW 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  flerlirtg  a 
months  befides  utenfils,  and  other  ufuol  rieceilaries; 
for  fbldiers  in  garifon. 

■ 

{^)  Vol.  III.  p.  923;&  feqq.  Ox^n.iyig.  in  8vo.      fx)  Me- 
teretiyl.  20.  fol.  431,  verfo.  fyj  Rymer's  FoedcriJ 

Vol.XVI.  p.  340,  &  feqq.    Sec  likcwife  Cacdea,  p.722.  &  M«- 
teren^fol.  431,432. 

I  That, 
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That,  for  the  future,  the  Queen  fhould  be  difcharg- 
ed  of  her  engagement  to  furnifh  the  States  with  au- 
xiliaries J  and  that  the  Englijh^  who  now  fervcd,  or 
flioald  hereafter  ferve,  in  the  Low  Countries.^  Ihould 
be  paid  by  the  States,  take  an  oath  to  them,  and  obey 
the  orders  of  their  General. 

That,  by  this  means,  the  authority  of  the  Englijb 
Deputy,  ftipulated  in  the  former  treaty,  would  be 
abdifhed ;  the  Queen,  neverthelefe,  referving  a  power 
to  put  ©ne  perfon  into  the  Council  of  State. 

That  if,  during  the  war,  the  common  enemy,  of 
his  adherents,  Ihould  fet  out  a  fleet  to  invade  England^^ 
or  the  ifles  belonging  to  it,  namely,  thofe  of  IVighti 
Scilkj^  Guernfey^  or  Jerfey^  the  States  Ihould  be  ob-» 
liged  to  aflift  her  Majefty  with  a  fleet  of  thirty  of 
forty  /hips  of  War ;  and,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  widi 
five  thou&id  foot,  and  five  hundred  horfe.  That  if 
her  Majefty  fhould  equip  a  fleet  of  fifty  or  fixcy  • 
ihips,  to  adt  offcnfively,  cither  in  Spaing  Portugal 
or  the  tVefi'IndieSy  the  States  fhould  join  her  with 
the  fame  number  of  fhips.  And  if  any  Englijh  forces^ 
as  ten  tfaoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufand  horfe,-  at  the 
fej^,  were  fent  over  into  Flanders^  or  Brabanty  tbd 
State  fhould  fbmifh  out  half  the  fame  number  of 
men. 

A  revolution  now  happened  in  the  government  of 
the  Low  Countries^  the  Sovereignty  of  which  was  af* 
finned  to  Pbiiip  II.  of  Spain^  with  the  confcnt  of  the 
PKhce  his  fbn,  in  dower  to  th^  Infanta  Ifabelluy  his 
daxighter,  when  he  married  her  tt>  the  Cardinal  Arch* 
duke  Albert  -,  who,  upon  this,  quitted  his  Ecclefiafti** 
cal  habit,  arid  the  Archbiflioprick  of  Toledo ;  and  was 
fbkmriiy  accepted  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Provinces, 
wtnch  were  under  tihe  obedience  of  Spcufij  as  theil* 
Sioverdgn,  on  the  2 2d  oi  Auguft  1598,  N.S.  in  their 
aflcmbly  at  Brujfels  (a). 

('tf/Mctcren,  L»  xx.  fol.  432.  vcrfp. 

Mr 
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Mr.  Edmondes  returned  to  England  from  France 
about  the  time  of  theconclufionof  the  peace  at  rm;WJi 
but  we  Hnd  him  at  Parw  again  in  7«/jy  1598 ;  for»on 
the  15th  of  that  month,  he  wrote  thence  to  Sir^«- 
iert  Sidney  {b\  then  in  Englandy  that  it  was  reported 
there,  that  the  King  of  Spain  was  content  to  yield 
to  any  thing  by  treaty  with  her  Majefty,  or  other- 
wifc,to  facilitate  the  recovering  of  the  Low  Coun/rtes 
lo  the  Cardinal  and  his  daughter:  "And  the  opi- 
"  nion,  fays  he,  being  here  ftrong,  that  if  her  Maje- 
«*  fty  do  withdraw  her  afliftance  from  thde  of  the 
«'  Low  Countriesy  they  will  not  be  able  tq  fubfift  i 
«  the  King,  defiring  to  take  the  moft  plaufible 
**  ccui  fes,  in  refpeft  of  his  private  ends,  hath  there- 
«  fore  no  affeftion  to  fuftain  a  declining  party,  but 
«  now  thinkedi  only  to  aflure  his  prcfent  eafe,  and 
*•  advance  his  baftard-children.  And  what  Ihew 
**  both  himfelf  and  Ws  counfellors  do  make,  of  de- 
"  firing  to  have  her  Majefty  to  enter  into  die  peace, 
«  my  former  letters  do  declare.  It  is  therefore  ex- 
««  petfted  here  wrfi  great  earneftnefs,  to  underftand 
«*  what  you  will  rcfolve  there  toucWng  the  peace  or 
•*  war.  But  fuch  reports  are  brought  hither,  ^aat 
*«  you  are  fo  divided  in  the  opinion  thereof,  as  you 
«'  cannot  agree  to  give  any  verdift ;  and,  by  thofe  paf- 
«  fionate  conteftations,  are  much  accufed  to  have  too 
«*  palpably  difcovered  a  great  weaknefs,  both  of 
«•  mind  and  means,  to  fuftain  cither  refolution.  You 
««  have  here  the  reputation  to  be  very  fchifmarical  j 
«  and  the  late  difcontentment  of  my  Lord  of  EJfex  is 
«  held  to  be  a  great  matter  \  which  doth  make  us  to 
«*  long  much  to  be  adverrifcd  of  die  truth  thereof." 

He  wrote  likewife,  on  die  12th  oi  September  1598, 
from  Parisy  to  Secretary  Cecil  (c)y  that  «  he  had 
«*  learned,  diat  it  was  projcftcd  there  between  die 

(b)  I  etten  of  the  Sidney  famUy,  Vol.  II.  p.  102.  (e)  Sir 
Tit.  EJmoitdthlAS.  Sote-Papers,  Vol.  II.  p.  78. 

"  Legate 
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Legate  and  the  Englijbj  to  fend  Mr.  Conftable 
•*  to  Scotland^  to  encourage  that  King  to  allow  the 
**  Catholics  there  a  toleration  of  Religion  *,  and  to 
"  aflure  him,  that  the  Catholics  in  England  fhould 
^  "  be  at  his  devotion.  And  becade  that  King  was 
curieus  in  the  knowledge  of  the  controverfies  of 
Religion,  wherein  Mr.  Cotdiable  was  held  to  be 
**  very  well  exercifed,  that  thereby  he  fliould  feek 
"  to  praftife  on  the  faid  King's  mind.  But  it  feem- 
"  eth,  adds  Mr.  Edmondes,  his  voyage  doth  notgo 
"  forward." 

The  King  of  Scots  was  indeed,  at  this  time,  much 
fufpefted  of  inclining  to  Popery  ;  and  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  offering  obedience  to  the  Pope,  figned  by  that 
King,  was  brought  from  Rome  by  the  Mafter  of 
Gray^  and  Ihewn  to  Queen  Elizabeth ;  who  fent  Sir 
Williafh  Bowes  Embaflador  to  him,  to  adverrife  him, 
not  to  build  upon  the  fricndlhip  of  Rome  (d)  ;   and 
to  reprefent  to  him,  that  no  perfon  could  do  him  fo 
much  good  or  harm  as  herfelf  •,  that  no  perfon  had 
fliewn  him  fo  much  kindnels,  and  expefted  Icfs  from 
him  in  return ;  iince  (he  expefted  only,  that  he  would 
promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  not  be  wanting  to 
himfclf  (e).    It  is  affirmed,  that  the  King's  hand 
was  furreptitioufly  procured  to  the  letter  to  the  Pope 
by  his  Secretary  Mr.  Elpbingfton^  afterwards  Lord 
Balmerino ;    for  which  he  was  afterwards,  in  1 609, 
condemned  to  be  beheaded  \  but  tus  life  was  given 
him  (f). 

That  King  was  likewife  charged  by  one  Valentine 
Thomas  J  who  was  in  cuftody  for  theft,  with  ill  de- 
signs Againft  the  Queen:  but  her  Majefty  had  fo 
much  tendernefs  for  the  King,  as  never  to  bring  his 
accufer  to  tryal  or  punifliment.    Camden  (g)  reprc- 

(<0  SpQtfwo9d*s  Hlftory  of  the  Church  of  ScotLnJ^  L.  6.  p.   ' 
454.  455-  W  CaWt;/,  p.  727.  (f)  Id.  p.  726. 

^Spot/'wood^  p.  455,  &  507-^ — SIX.  {Z)  P.  726,  727. 

N  fencs 
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to  have  been  hired  to  bkcken  that 
_,  .4  ujuiAjeJ  to  earn  his  life  by  a  forged  accu- 
Secretary  CeciV^  account  of  this  affair,  in 
.  ^tur  10  Mr.  Edmondes  from  the  Court  at  Rich- 
.4k  ^^  on  the  6th  of  November  1598.  is  in  thefe 
%cnis(A^:  "Where  you  have  heard,  that  there 
^^  was  one  taken  long  iince,  that  accufed  the  ScoHijh 
•*^  King  ofpradticc;  her  Maj^fty  deferred  his  ar- 
*'  rargnment,  and  ^upprefleth  the  matter,  to  avoid 
**  offence  to  the  King  of  Scots^  who  fiath  very  vc- 
"  hemently  denied  it  with  deteflation.'* 

The  King  of  Scots  had  wrote  to  the  Queen,  on  the 
30th  of  7«/y.  1 598,  upon  this  aflPair,  in  thefe  terms  ♦ : 
*'  My  fuit  only  is,  that,  while  ye  hear  further  from 
^*  me  (which  Ihall  be  with  all  diligence)  ye  would 
*'  favour  me  fo  far,  as  to  delay  the  fellow's  cxc- 
*^'  cution,  if  he  be  yet  alive,  to  the  effeft,  that, 
by  fome  honour^c  means,  wherein  I  am^  to 
deal  with  you,  my.  undeferved  (lander  may  be 
•*  removed  from  the  minds  of  men/*  The  Queen, 
on  the  other  hand,  fent  inftruftions  to  Sir  William 
Bowes -f^  her  Embaflador  at  Edinburgh^  to  aflure 
King  JameSy  **  that  (he  had  (byed  fbpmas^s  arr^gn- 
^'  riient,  and  would  do  Co^  as  lon^  aa  tUe  King  (hould 
**  give  no  caufe  to  the  qpntrary. 

The  Hiftori^  above-cited  informs  us  ♦,  that  the 
Earl  of  Mar^  and  the  Abbot  of  Kinlofs^  who  were 
fent  by  the  King  of  Scots  in  the  beginning  of  March 
1600.  to  congratulate  the  C^ueen  upon  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  Earl  of  EJfe:)(*$  infurrcftion^  cx|>oflulated 
with  her  Majcfty  upon  Tiontas^s  not  being  brought 
to  punilhment;  and  that  they  were  anfwcred,  that 
he  had  been  fpared,  merdy  to  prevent  the  opening 
of  an  old  wound,  Cnce  the  mod  groundlefs  calumny 

(i?)  Sir  Tho,  Edmondts's  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  II.  p.   109. 
'*  Rymer\  Foedera,  Vol.  XVI.  p.  338.  f  See  his  letter  to 

the  Queen  from  Edinburgh,  31  May  1599.  Ibid.  p.  375.      •?. 
815,  bi6. 

would 


England,  France,  a/idBrnffth.  '      179 

would  find  credit  among  bad  men.     But  Secretary 
Ocii^  in  his  letter  to  Mr.'  fFinwaod^  of  the  9th  of 
May  i6oif,    fays  nothing  of  this,  and  obferves 
(what  Camden  intirely  omits)  that  one  of  the  princi- 
pal  ends  of  their  jowrney  was>  to  clear  up-  ibofi  im- 
futaPians^  which  bad  ban  thrawn  upon  the  King  for 
dialing  with  the  Pope^  and  the  King  of  Spain  ;  and 
ifpecially  for  fufferif^  thtfubjeils  ^/Scotland  to  carry 
provtfions  to  the  rebels  in  Ireland,  In  conclufion  indeed, 
the  Embaffadors  n^ade  a  requeft  to  her  Majefty;  to 
add  a  greater  fum  to  that  portion,  which  Jhe  had  long 
fince  affigned  him  by  way  of  gratuity  r,    uihich  the 
Queen  confcnccd  to^  with  a  promife  to  continue  it, 
as  long  as  he  fhould  make  it  appear  to  the  worlds  that 
he  was  willing  t6  deferve  her  extraordinary  care  and 
kindnefs  towards  him  * :   And  this  augmentation  was 
tixrothourand  pounds  a  year  $.    But  that  King  kept 
a  fevere  meiDory  of  the  acculation  caft  upon  him  by 
Valentine  Thomas  \   and^  upon  his  acceffion  to  the 
Crown  of  England,    and  wifthin  a  month  after  his 
arrival  in  London,  in  the  beginning  bf  Jum  1603. 
ordered  him  to  be  brought  to  his  tryal,  and  exe- 
cuted I . 

The  Englijh  Court  had  all  along  a  watchful  eye 
upon  the  King  of  Scots,  ahd  procured  an  exad  in-  • 
telligence  of  his  motions  and  intrigues  ia  all  part?, 
particularly  in  France,  where  one  Mr.  Colvill  wasem- 
ployed  as  a  fpy,  who  wrote  from  Paris  the  following 
letter  to  the  Earl  of  EJfex,  on  the  loth  of  July 
1598  (i). 

*'  Thefafcherie,V9bkhEBr\Bothwelit,CinccmY  hi* 

**  ther- 

.+  TFinw&oJ'i  Memorials,  Vol.  I.  p.  324.     *  *  Ibid. 

^  Camdiftj  p.  816.     II   Camdeni  Annales  Jacobi,  p.  2.     (r)  MS. 
State  Papers  of  Anthony  Bacon^  Efqj 

J  Francis  Ste-wurt,  Earl  of  Bothwell^  wa«  Con  and  iVeir  of 
Jj^htiy  Prior  of  Coldtngbamy  Lord  Privy-Seal  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary^  and  natural  fon  of  King  Jamn  V.  The  Earl  bad 
been  advanced  to  that  title  by  the  King  of  <S.(7f/,  and  conHituted 

N  2  Lord 
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^^  cher-coming,  and  the  attending  to  try  the  Bifhop 
^*  of  Gtajgaw*s  doing,  fince  he  was  made  Em- 
*'  baflador,  be  caufes  of  my  long  filence :  But  now^ 
^*  all  thanks  to  God,  I  am  at  point  with  the  one, 
•*  and  can  write  certainty  in  the  other, 

"  From  Bretagne  was  fcnt  to  the  King  of  Scots 
*'  one  called  William  SihboU^  with  divers  letters, 
<^  fpecially  one  from  the  French  King ;  afibring  the 
King  of  ScotSy  of  renewing  the  old  alliance  in  all 
points,  and  of  afliftance,  when  he  (hall  have  ado. 
**  The  other  were  from  the  Conftable,  who,  above 
the  reft,  protefis  a  great  kindnefs  to  the  King  of 
Scots  \  from  Duke  de  Mayenne^  Duke  ie  Gidfe; 
and  the  Admiral,  and  from  fundry  Captains. 
But  Monfr.  Filleroy  hath  only  written  to  the  Se- 
*'  cretary  of  State,  Mid  that  but  generally.  This 
'^  was  done  firom  Bretagne ;  and  the  Meflenger  is 
*'  not  yet  returned,  but  daily  looked  for. 

*^  The  18  th  of  the  laft,  another  was  fent  to  the 
*'  King  of  ScotSj  called  Beaton  of  fVefibally  a  cpufin 
**  of  the  Bifhop  of  Glajgozv.  His  errand  is,  to  re- 
^>  queft  the  King  of  Scots  to  hafce  the  Duke  of  Le- 
nox hither,  as  the  moft  acceptable,  that  can  be  fent 
from  hence  to  the  French  King,  for  confirming  of 
all  matters^  and  for  hearing  out  of  the  French 
King's  own  niouth,  and  that  of  the  reft,  more  nor 
can  be  written.  And  the  Bifliop  of  Glafgow  hath 
caufed  to  be  made,  againft  his  commg,  an  abridge- 
ment of  all  the  fpecial  fervice  done  by  Scotland 
to  Franccj  and  of  all  the  privileges  granted  to 
Scotland  fince  the  beginning  of  the  alliance,  which 
"  they  count  to  of  eight  hundred  years,  in  ♦  *  • 
*<  whereof  I  am  prefendy,  and  fhall  fend  it  by  my ' 
"  next. 

Lord  High' Admlnl  of  Scotlan/t;  but,  in  1593,  being  engaged 
in  a  treafonable  defign  of  feizing  die  King's  perfon  in  Ho/j' 
rWhoufe,  was  obliged  to  leave  that  Kingdom.  Craw/brifs 
Peerage  of  Scotiand,  p.  45.  edit.  Edinburgh  1 726.  fol.  ' 
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*^  So  now  the  chief  prafitices  for  the  King  of 
**  Scois  will  come  from  hence,  by  means  of  the  Bi- 
Ihop  of  Glajgow^  and  the  houfe  of  Guife ;  and 
the  French  King  being  difpofed  (whereof  affurc 
yourfelf )  to  do  no  more  for  England^  than  fhall  ^ 
**  be  for  his  own  weal.  For  this  caufe,  after  I  have 
"  made  a  courfe  to  Bruffels  (which,  God  willing,  I 
**  fhall  begin  the  1 2  th  hereof,  being  of  mind  to  re- 
**  turn  back  hither  before  the  bearer  can  return  from 
thence),  I  purpofe  ftill  to  attend  here,  to  fee  what 
the  Bifhop  of  Glajgow  doth ;  for  his  ordinary 
fpeech  is,  if  he  can  do  any  thing,  ere  he  die,  againft 
^^  them,  that  hath  bereft  him  of  his  Miftrefs,  he  will 
**  think  himfelf  happy.  So  whereas  Cohill  (hall 
**  haunt  him,  and  travel  in  Bruffels^  or  in  any  part 
*'  oiFrancey  which  be  all  your  mortal  enemies,  except 
*•  the  Protcftants,  Colvill  may  fecm  no  friend  to 
**  England^  which  muft  not  be  jealous  to  you  j  other- 
**  wife  it  Ihall  be  impoffible  to  him  to  do  any  fer- 
"  vice. 

Of  his  Majefty*s  oath  here  at  the  fdcmnizing 
of  the  peace,  and  articles  thereof,  I  abftain  to  write'; 
becaule  I  know  you  are,  by  your  own,  fufRcient- 
ly  informed  thereof. 
**  I  truft  the -marriage  -betwixt  Madame,  and  the 
"  Marquis  du  Ponty  (hall  take  efFedl ;  but  (hall  not 
**  be  folemnized  within,  but  without  the  Church ; 
*'  and  ihe  immediately  thereafter  goes  to  her  ordi- 
nary fermons,  and  he  to  the  mafs. 
The  Legate  will  yet  remain  two  or  three  months ; 
"  and  fo  will  the  General  * ;  albeit  within  thefe  four 
days  he  have  received  letters  of  revocation  from 
the  Pope  :  for  they  think  to  broach  fome  matter 
againft  the  Proteftants  before  they  part  \  and  there 
*'  hath  been,  even  now,  within  the  great  Cordeliers  . 
"  of  this  town,  a  chapter  pf  all  the  Cordeliers, 
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*  Of  the  Cordeliers. 
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*'  who  now  doth  fupply  the  place  of  the  Jtfuits  for 
"  that  fame  efFcft.  But  his  Majefty  is  fo  defirous  of 
"  peace,  that  which  of  the  two  parties  ftiall  make 
**  the  firff  mutin^  (hall  be  fcverely  puniftied.  Yet 
"  apparently  the  fire,  that  is  betwixt  the  two  parties, 
'*  fhaJl  not  long  lie  fmothered, 

"  Of  Earl  Boihwell  I  have  fuftained  great  boift  ; 
yet,  in  the  end,  he  was  made  to  underftand  all, 
that  he  could  objeft  againft  me,  cither  to  be  falfe 
or  frivolous.  '  So  very  privily  we  were  drawn  to 
fpeak  alone  5  and,  after  he  had  attcfted  great  fin- 
cerity  to  England^  promifing  to  do  any  fervice, 
when  your  Majefty  would  command  him,  we  did 
fully  accord. 

*'  He  goes  prefently  with  the  Duke  of  Arfchot  to 
BruJU'els^  where  he  promilcs  (being  kindly  ufcd) 
to  make  you  the  intelligence  he  can ;  and  to  go, 
if  her  Majefty  think  fit,  to  Spain  for  the  fame  ef- 
fect. He  is  poor  -,  and  therefore  what  is  thought 
meet  herein,  I  would  fpeedily  know,  defiring  the 
matter  "may  be  refervcd  for  the  Earl  of  EJfex^s 
own  private  knowledge. 

**  He  complains  much,  that  he  is  not  refpefted 

**  there  as  his  fervice  hath  merited ;  who,  albeit  he  be 

but  too  earneft  for  the  King  of  Scots ^  yet  he  ever  is 

grounded  upon  the  good  caufes  of  Religion,  and 

the  amity  ;    and  by  him  ever  we  may  know  all 

**  that  the  Biftiop  of  Glafgow  can  do.     He  hath 

with  him  a  difcreet  and  well-afFe&ed  perfon,  called 

James  Colvill.    The  one  I  do  honour  as  my  Lord 

and  Chief;  the  other  I  loVe  as  my  fon.    Yet  I  be- 

feech  your  Lordftiip,  that  neither  of  them  may 

**^  know  what  I  write. 

"  The  Eternal  Lord  prefervc  her  Majefty,  your 
*«  Lordfliip,  and  all  England.^* 

Paris,  I  oth  of  7«^, 

St.  novo  98*  C« 
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•*  Pleafe  you  to  ckc  to  our  cypher  thdc  names  in- 
"  clofed. 

It  is  true,  that  theXing  here  is  wtaried  o{Boibwell\ 
yet  he  doth  pretend  to  defire  Bdtbwell  abfent 
faimfelf,  for  fatisfying  the  King  ofSccfs.** 


C€ 


Secretary  Cecil,  on  the  3d  of  OS^ber  1 598,  wrote 
to  Mr.  Edmtmies  (k)y  that  the  Queen  had  fent  him, 
with  her  own  hand,  a  full  anfwer  to  his  laft  letter  by 
Sym^nds^  wherein  her  Majefty  was  well  pleafcd  with 
his  carriage  of  all  things:  And  that,  upon  the  com- 
ing over  of  an  Embaflador  from  France^  her  Majefty 
would  fend  another ;  *•  at  which  time,  fays  he,  by 
*'  your  revocation,  that  will  befell  you,  which  you 
**  have  defired.  In  England  there  is  nothing  fince 
**  I  wrote  laft  unto  you,  faving  this,  that  fuch  fmall 
•*  mifonderftanding,  as  was  between  her  Majefty  and 
"  the  Earl  of  EjfftXj  is  now  clear  removed,  and  all 
•*  very  well  fettled  again/* 

On  the  6th  of  November  Secretary  Cecil  wrote 
i^ain  to  Mr.  Edmondes  from  the  Court  at  Rich- 
mmd^  loon  after  the  arrival  of  Monfr.  de  Boiffife^ 
the  French  Bmbafiador :  '*  I  have  been  longer  fi- 
lent,  pr/s  be  (l)^  than  I  meant,  in  attending  what 
great  or  new  matter  their  new  Embaffador  would 
"  propound.  He  hath  had  a  public  audience  in 
**  dte  Chamber  of  Prefence,  and  another  private  in 
her  Majefty's  Drawing-chamber.  He  carric/th 
himfelf  formally  and  gravfly,  to  the  Queen's 
good  liking.'*  He  then  informs  Mr.  Edmondes^ 
that  her  Majefty  had  refolvcd  to  fend  Mr.  Henry 
Neville y  a  Gentleman  loell-languaged,  and  of  a  noble 
boufe^  as  her  Embaflador  to  France ;  and  that  he 
was  ordered  to  prepare  for  his  journey,  and  would 
be  there  within  fix  weeks  at  the  fartheic.     This  Gen- 

(»  Sir  ITho.  EJmofidciz  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.11,  p.  91. 
{I)  Ibid.  p.   109.  * 
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tleman,  who  was  (bon  after  knighted  by  her  Majefry, 
was  defcended  of  the  family  of  the  Nevilles^  Barons 
of  Abergavenny^  and  fon  of  $r  Henry  NeviUe^  of 
Billingbere  in  the  county  of  Berks^  Knt.  Gentleman 
of  the  Privy-chamber  to  King  Henry  Vlll.  and  Ed- 
ward VI.  by  Elizabeth^  only  daughter  and  heir  of 
Sir  John  Grejham^  Knight  (m). 

Secretary  Cecily  in  the  fame  letter,  acquaints  Mr. 
EdmondeSj  that  his  laft  letter  by  Paynter  fatisfied  the 
Queen  very  well.  As  all  (fibers  dcj  fays  he,  in  every 
thing  committed  to  your  charge.  He  takes  notice 
likewife,  that  it  was  refolved,  that  a  Deputy  Ihould 
be  fent  over  to  Ireland^  ^^  to  which^  adds  he,  my 
Lord  Mountjoy  is  named :  But  to  you,  in  iecret,  I 
fpeak  it,  not  as  a  Secretary,  but  your  friend,  that  I 
think  the  Earl  of  EJfex  fhall  go  Lieutenant  of  the 
^'  Kingdom,  and  with  a  royal  power  to  make  an 
**  end  of  the  war."  He  then  d)ferve8,  that  d^y 
practices  were  difcovered  againft  theQieen's  per- 
fon ;  but  that  none  ever  went  io  near,  as  that,  of  which 
the  Earl  of  EJfex  and  himfelf  had  the  happinefi  to 
be  the  Inquifitors,  viz.  the  delign  oi  Edward  S^rc, 
and  Father  Walpole  a  Jefuit,  to  poiibn  the  Queen ; 
of  ^hich  the  Secretary  gives  this  account :  That 
Squire  having  been  perfuaded  by  fFalfole  to  engage 
in  that  defign,  he  offered  to  go  wiui  the  Earl  of 
EJfex  to  fta,  and  ingratiated  himfelf  with  his  Lord- 
fhip  -,  and,  by  that  means,  being  converiant  in  the 
Court,  he  took  the  opportunity  to  poiibn  the  po- 
mel  of  the  Queen's  faddle.  But  that  failing  of  iuc- 
cefs,  he  went  to  fea  with  the  Earl,  whom  he  attempt- 
ed likewife  to  poifon,  in  order  to  defeat  his  voyage 
to  the  Azores ;  but  mifcarried  in  the  attempt.  Up- 
on his  return  he  became  a  purveyor  of  the  Stables. 
After  this  one  Stanley  came  over  from  Spain  to  mur- 

(«)  Ward's  Lives  of  the  ProfdToss  ofGrefiam  College,  p.  5, 
6.  and  Appendix^  p.   i2>  13. 
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dcr  the  Queen,  being  employed,  for  that  purpofe, 
by  the  Spanijb  Secretary,  and  Chriftopboro  Moro\ 
and,  to  get  himfelf  credit,  was  direfted  to  accufe 
Sqidre^  whom  the  i^/^iir^  Minifters  now  hated,  be- 
caufe  they  had  heard  nothing  of  the  execution  of  his  . 
promife.  Stanhy  therefore  accufcd  Squire  to  the  Earl 
of  Effexj  and  Sir  Robert  Cecil  j  but,  being  fufpeded 
himfelf,  was  feized  ;  as  Squire  likewife  was  ;  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  confeffcd  his  whole  defign,  and  the  for- 
mer owned  his  Vow  to  kill  the  Queen  with  a  piftol. 
Camden  (»)  does  not  mendon  the  name  of  Stanley^ 
who  was  fcnt  from  Spain  to  accufe  Squire^  nor  Stan- 
ky*s  confeflfion  of  his  own  intention  to  murder  the 
Queen  -,  but  informs  us,  that  Squire^  upon  his  tryal, 
and  at  his  execution,  declared,  that,  though  he  had 
been  fubomed  by  Walpple^  and  others,  to  attempt 
herMajcfty's  life^  he  had  never  refolved  to  execute 
fo  atrocious  a  crime.  On  the  other  hand,  WalpoUy 
or  fome  other  perfon,  in  his  defence,  publifhed  a 
book,  denying.  In  a  moft  folemn  manner,  every 
thing,  which  Squire  had  confelled.  But  fuch  dif- 
avowals  were  of  litde  weight,  when  it  was  notorious, 
as  the  hiftorian  remarks  {p\  that  many  of  the  Riman 
Catholics,  both  of  Clergy  and  Laity,  maintained 
this  opiiion,  that  the  cutting  off  excommunicated 
Princes  was  only  plucking  up  the  tares  out  of  the 
Lord's  field. 

Patrick  Gray,  Maftcr  of  Gray^  who  had  been  fent, 
by  the  King  of  Scots^  with  Sir  Robert  Melvil^  to 
England^  in  1586.  to  implore  mercy  for  the  Queen 
his  mother  afi^  her  condemnadon,  but  was  faid  to 
have  feaetly  advifed  Queen  Elizabeth  to  proceed  to 
her  execution,  allegbig,  Martua  non  mordet  (p) ;  and 
on  that,  and  other  accounts,  was  baniflied  S£otland^ 
with  a  prohibition  to  go  either  to  England  ox  Ire-' 

(»)  P.  725, 726.         (•)  Ibid,  p,  726.         [f)  Idem,  p.  485. 
20A  Sfot/nvooitf  p*  363. 
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land  (q) J  being  now  at  Paris y  he  oflFerod,  by  means 
of  Mr.  EdmondeSy  his  fervice  to  her  Majefty,  and 
efpecially  to  procure,  that  (he  fiiould  be  adv^rtrfed 
ot  all  complots  againfc  her,  ekher  in  Spai9^j  oriiie 
Low  Countries.  Mr.  Edmondes  indofed  a  paper  of 
the  Mafter  to  this  purpofe  in  his  letter  to  Secretary 
Cecils  of  the  1 8th  of  Navmnber  1598  (r)^,  to  which 
her  Majefty  returned  the  following  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Edmondes  (j)  ;  ' 

^'  Elizabeth  R. 

•'  Trufty  and  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  ^1. 
**  We  have  ften  your  letter  to  our  Secretary,  and 
**  the  inclofcd  from  the  Mafter  of  Grofj^^  which  brings 
«^  eth  to  us,  at  one  inftant,  two  ftrange-  wonders : 

Firfr,  that  he  is  refufcit4:ed,  whom  we  held,  by 
<  this  time,  intombed.     Secondly,  that,  being  ad 

this  while  unburied,  he  could  have  pafled  over  ib 
*'  many  years  in  filence.  But  feeing  we  do  find,  that 
**  his  retired  affedtion  towards  us  returns  to  his  for- 
"  mer  place  of  confidence,  you  may  do  well  to  af- 
"  fure  him  hereby,  that  whatfoever  he  (hall  do  for 
«<  our  fervice  in  any  thing,  Ihall  be  performed  to 
**  thofe,  whom  he  knows  well  to  have  ever  relblved 
^  of  this  pofidon,  Si  ingrafum  dikeris^  omnia  dixeris. 
«^  For  the  other  parts  ot  his  tnotion,  that  we  would 
•*  write  fome  letter  to  his  friend,  for  whom  he  un* 
*'  dertaketh,  it  is  a<:ourfe,  that  we  have  never  ufed 
«^  to  any  but  fuch,  y/fhok  merit  hath  firft  purchafed 
**  truft  and  favour.  Let  him  therefore  know  this, 
^  that  as  we  do  thank  bod)  him  and  the  other  (who- 
♦*  foever  he  be)  for  his  good  difpofition ;  fo  when  any 
^'  efieft  fhall  follow  of  his  hMefi:  purpoies,  our  re- 
«<  quical  (in  what  is  fit  for  a  Prince)  Ihall  f)oc  be  long 
^^  behind.    Some  other  tbiiig$  we  have  imparted  to 

•  {q)  Sfot/wood,  ibid.  (r)  Sir  Thp,  Ednumdei\  UR.  State- 

Papers,  Vol.  II.  p.  133.         (/)  Ibid,  p,  145. 
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**  our  Secretary,  wherein  you  may  believe  him. 
*•  Fronrt  our  Palace  of  fVeJiminJier,  the  4th  of  Decern- 
"  her  1598." 

Secretary  Cecil  wrote  the  lame  day  the  following 
Ittter  to  Mr.  Edmondes  (/) : 

I  pray  you.  Sir,  return  to  the  Maftcr  of  Gray 

from  me  many  thanks,  that,  out  of  his  former 
"  knowledge  of  my  worthy  father,  he  is  the  more 
"  apt  to  niake  his  addrefles  by  me,  which  fhall  be 
"  imparted  to  her  Majeliy.  True  it  is,  that!  have 
"  heard  my  father  much  commend  his  difcretion  and 
**  affeftion,  to  the  confervation  of  the  mutual  amity 
**  between  the  two  Princes;  though  he  found  it 
•*  rare  in  many  of  that  nation,  with  whom  he  had 
"  dealings,  they  being  often  carried  too  much  with 
"  private  relpefts.  But,  feeing  therefore  by  himfelf 
"  I  have  been  named  to  the  Queen,  as  the  fitteft 
**  inftrument  between  her  and  him  to  receive  his  ad- 
"  vices ;  and  feeing  her  Majefty  alfo  defireth  it  may 
^  be  lb,  there  remaineth  for  me  no  more  to  do,  than 
•*  by  dealing  fecretly  and  faithfully  with  him,  to 
'*  deal  dutifully  with  mine  own  Sovereign,  whofe 

tnift  if  either  he  or  1  Ihould  deceive,   I  alTure 

you,  it  is  very  contrary 'to  her  expedation,  in 
"  him,  as  from  a  Gentleman  of  honour,  affe<5ted  to 
•*  her  fervice,  and  a  freeman ;  and  in  me,  as  one  of 
"  her  fubje6ts  and  vaffals.  I  pray  you  acquaint  him 
"  herewithal,  and  aflure  him^  that  although  her  Mar 
**  jefty  doth  think  it  now  untimely  to  declare  herfelf^ 
"  by  writing  any  thing  to  him,  for  whom  he  pro- 
"  mifeth  -,  yet  may  the  Maftcr  of  Gray  be  well  af- 
"  furcd,  that  the  efFeft  of  his  offer  (hall  be  no  fooner 
"  manifefted,  but  that  her  Majefty  will  unburdea 
"  her  own  mind  by  thankful  recog;nitiori.  '* 

(/)  Ibid.  p.  153. 
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Mr.  Edmondes^  on  the  12th  of  that  month,  fent 
Sir  Robert  Sidney^  from  Parisy  an  account  of  the  State 
of  affairs  in  France  («),  in  which  he  obferves,  that 
the  King's  fifler  was  fiill  kept  langui(hing  about  her 
marriage  with  the  Prince  of  Lorrain ;  the  Pope  re- 
fufmg  obftinately  to  grant  the  difpenfations,  which 
were  to  be  obtained  from  him  for  the  proximity  of 
kindred  with  the  Prince,  fearing,  that  fhe  would  revive 
the  herefy  of  her  Religion  in  Lorrain^  to  which  the 
people  of  that  country  were,  for  the  moft  part  ad- 
tiifted.  *'  Yet  the  Prince  is  looked  for  here  very 
Ihortly,  making  demonflration,  that  he  will,  not- 
withftanding,  proceed  in  the  marriage,  which  were 
*'  to  negleft  much  the  Pope's  authority.  The 
*'  King's  fecond  fon  (w)  hath  been  late  chriftencd, 
**  with  much  folemnity,  at  St.  Germfiins  \  the  Count 
**  Soijfons  being  his  Godfather,  and  Madam  ^An^ 
"  goulefme  his  Godmother.  He  is  named  Alexander y 
**  and  the  King  hath  given  him  the  Earldom  of 
Foix.  The  King  fent  one  of  late  to  deal  with  the 
Queen  of  Navarre  about  the  diffolution  of  their 
marriage,  and  to  pre/s  her,  to  the  end  to  give  him 
**  the  means  to  legitiipate  his  children,  to  confofe  a 
nullity  of  marriage,  of  being  forced  to  confent 
thereunto  againft  her  wiU,  by  her  mother  and 
**  brother;  and  that  (he  never  had  company  with 
the  King.  She  is  content  to  yield  to  a  divorce  by 
confeflion  of  fterility ;  but  (he  refufeth  to  acknow- 
**  ledge  tQ  have  lived  otherwife  with  him  than  as  his 
wife ;  for  that  it  may  be  many  ways  prejudicial  to 
her  to  lofe  that  title  and  dignity.  The  King  hath, 
*'  of  late,  received  very  probable  fufpicions,  to  think, 
that  the  Puke  of  Savoy  doth  dilpofe  himfelf  to 
difpute  the  Marquifate  of  Salupes^  rather  by  force, 
than  by  treaty ;  which  makes  him  alfo  to  prepare 
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'(«)  Letters  of  the  Si^biey  family,  VoL  II.  p.  104.         (w)  His 
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^*  to  have  bis  feafon  of  the  faid  Duke ;   and  he  dotU 

"  give  it  out,  that  he  will  draw  down  to  Lyons  in  the . 

*'  Spring.  But,  it  is  thought,  the  Pope  will  ftrongly 

"  interpofe  himfdlf  to  compound  that  difference,  tq 

"  keep  the  fire  from  kindling  fo  near  him.     The 

"  late  arrefts,  which  the  young  King  of  Spain  hath,* 

"  made  of  the  Ihips  of  the  Low  Countries^  and  the 

"  demonftratioh,  whifch  he  maketh  of  affcftion  to 

"  men  of  war,  breedeth  here  a  ftrong  opinion,  that 

**  he  meaneth  to  honour  his  firft  beginning  with^ 

"  feme  great  enterprizc ;  and,  being  fo,  it  follow- 

"  cth,  that  it  is  againft  us.  It  is  faid,  that  the  Mar- 

"  quis  of  Denidj  the  Mafter  of  his  horfc,  is  a  very 

"  fpecial  favourite  with  him  ;  and  the  Counfellors 

"  of  the  old  King  little  ufed.     The  Parliament  and 

"  Clergy  do  ftill  ftrongly  difpute  againft  the  edift  (x) 

"  for  thofe  of  the  Reji^on ;  and  it  is  doubted,  that^ 

"  to  give  them  contentment,  it  will .  receive  feme 

"  qualification/' 

Sir  Henry  Neville  being  now  ready  to  go  Embaf- 
fador  to  France^  Secretary  Cecil j  on  the  19th  of 
April  1599.  Vent  by  him  a  letter  to  Mr.  Edmondes^ 
to  give  lum  notice,  that  the  Queen  would  have  him . 
toy  there  a  month  after  Sir  Henrf%  arrival  (y^,  who 
came  to  Taris  on  the  8  th  of  May  (2) ;  and  on  the 
6th  of  June  following,  when  Mr.  Eimondes  was 
to  return  to  England^  wrote  to  the  Queen  in  his  fa- 
vour {a) :  •'  I  fliould,  fays  he^  be  very  ungrateful, 
"  if  I  fhould  not  yield  a  true  teftimony  unto  this 
^  Gentleman,  Mk*.  Edmondes^  and  acknowledge  the 
"  great  light  I  have  received  by  his  friendly,  and 
"  real  communicating  with  me  his  knowledge  of 
the  affairs  of  ibis  State^  which  I  aflTure  your 
Majefty  to  be  very  exquifiie^    and  his  judgment 


[x)  Of  Nantes,  publifhed  in  Afrit  1598.  (y)  Sir  Ralph 

Wimv9oJ'%  Memorials,  Vol.  L  p.  16,  («)  Ibid-,  p.  20. 

[a)  Ibid.  p.  44. 

"  and 


1 90      View  of  the  Negotiations  between 

"  and  fujpciency  fuch  withal,  as  I  hold  him  to  have 
*•  been  a  worthy  Minifter  of  your  Majefty's  here, 
**  and  to  be  very  able  to  do  you  good  fcrvicc,  whcre- 
"  foever  it  (hall  be  your  gracious  pleafurc  to  make 
"  further  ufe  of  him,  ** 

In  the  beginning  of  Jugttft  this  year,  England  was 
under  a  great  alarm  of  an  invalion  from  Spain ;  upon 
which '  account  moft  part  of  the  forces  in  the  nar 
tion  were  ordered  to  make  their  rendezvous  within 
fix  miles  of  London  i  and  many  of  the  Lords  were 
commanded  to  provide  immediately  an  hundred 
horfe,  each  well-furnilhed,  to  guard  the  Queen ;  and 
a  bridge  was  direfted  to  be  made  over  the  Thames  at 
Black  Wall^  with  fix  thoufand  men  from  London 
to  fecure  it  (b).  But,  amidft  thefe  alarms.  Deputies 
arrived  in  England  from  Cardinal  Albert^  to  treat  of 
peace;  which  was  not  only  generally  defired  by  the 
nation,  which  was  unable  to  fupport  the  charges  of 
war,  but  like  wile  by  the  principal  perfons  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs  (c)  ;  for  the  Earl  of  EJfex^  who 
was  thought  moft  averfe  to  pacific  counfels,  was  then 
abfcnt  in  Ireland^  whence  he  returned  pn  the  28th 
of  September  following  without  the  Queen's  leave, 
who  accordingly  ordered  him  to  be  confined  (ii). 
The  apprehenfions  from  the  Spaniards  being  /bon 
Vaniftied,,  the  confideration  of  peace  was  remmed  ; 
and,  in  the  beginning  of  September^  was  thought  to 
be  fo  flir  advanced,  that  Commiflioners  were  men- 
tioned to  be  chofen  on  both  fides,  and  the  place  of 
their  meeting  to.  be  in  France  (e).     The  Deputies 

(^  Mr.  RonA?taftii  fF^ytehhtters  to  Sir  Robert  Sidmy^  of  the 
4th,  5th,  9tH,  iith>  12A,  15th,  and  tSthofJagufi  1599.  print- 
ed among  tbc  letoers  of  the  Suimy  familx>  Vol.  II.  p.  1 1 2 —  1 1 8. 
(r)  Mr.  i?.  irhyie's  letter  of  ibe  9th  oiAugufi  1599.  IWd.  p.  1 14. 
\d)  Mr.  R.  H'hytt'h  letters  of  the  29th  and  iot\LO^  SepUmber,  and 
2d,  3d,  4th,  and  6th  of  Odloher,  ■599'  ^^^^'  P«  127—132. 
{e)  Mr.  R.  IVhyte"^  letter  of  the  Zxh  oi  September  1599.  Ibid, 
p.  120. 
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above-mentioned  from  Flanders  were  CbarUs  Lan- 
franc  and  Jerom  Coemans^  who  were  fent  into  £w^- 
land  to  treat  of  peace  by  the  Archduke //Wr^w,  Go- 
vernor of  the  Ljyw  Gnuntrm  in  the  abfence  of  his  bro- 
ther Albert^  who  was  gone  into  Spain  to  marry  the 
Infanta.     And  the  Queen  (hewed  no  difinclination 
to  an  agreement^  if  a  proper  authority  was  given  by 
the  King  of  Spain  for  that  purpofe,  and  if  the  States 
of  the  Untied  Provinces  were  included;  who,  upon 
this  roentioo  of  poace^  began  to  enteruin  jealoufies 
of  her  Majefty  (f).     But,  to  aflure  them  of  her  fin- 
ccrity,  Ihc  acquainted  them  by  Monfr!  Carcn^  their 
agent  in  England^  and  Mr.  Gilpin^  her  Refident  at 
the  HaguCy  that  the  only  anfwer,  which  flid  had  given 
to  the  Archduke's  Deputies,  was,  that,  after  it  Qiould 
appear  fubftantially,  that  a  peace  was  defired  by  the 
King  of  Spain  and  Archduke,  her  Majefty  would 
then^conCder  of.it,  and  certify  her  Confederates  of 
it  V  a«id,  with  their  advice  and  liking,  agree  to  that, 
which  fhould  ftand  widi  hier  honour  and  fafety  (g). 

The  Archduke  Albert^  foon  after  his  arrival  at 
Bruffels  with  the  Infant a^^fYiich  was  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember ^  N.  S.  (b)y  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Queen  (/}^ 
aSiiriDg  her  of  hia  and  the  Infanta^ %  defire  of  peace 
with  their  neighbours*,  and  of  renewing  the  antient 
leagues  and  treaties  of  the  houfc  of  Burgundy  with 
her  Majefty ;  for  which  purpofe  they  had  received 
full  power  from  the  King  of  Spain.  In  anfwer  to 
which,  the  Queen  wrote  a  letter,  on  the  30th  of  Or- 
tober^  N.  S.  acquainting  him,  that  (he  had  always  de- 
fired  and  fought  fuch  a  peace,  as  might  procure  Jbme 
advantage  and  repofe  to  Chrijlendom  \  and  that  fhe 
was  now  ready  to  hearken  to  it,  feeing  they  were 
authorized  by  the  King  of  Spain :  But  that  her  ho- 

(/)  CamJefiy  p.  746.  (g)  Letter  0^ George  Gilpin,  Efq;  to 

Sir  Robert  Sidney ,  from  X^^  Hague,  22  Stpt.  1599.  printed  among 
the  Ictten  of  the  Sidney  family.  Vol.  II.  p.  1 26.  (h)  Mete- 

rcn,  L.  xxi.  fol.  455.  verfo.     1/)  Id.  fol.  467.  vcrfo. 
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nour  obliged  her  to  do  nothing,  in  that  point,  with* 
out  firft  advertifing  the  States  General;  and  hearing 
their  refolution  upon  it.  That  therefore  (he  would 
immediately  fend  a  perfon  to  the  States,  to  know, 
whether  they  would  treat  in  conjunftion  with  her  j 
or  whether  (he  muft  do  it  alone;  of  which  flie 
would  advertife  the  Archduke  in  time.  According- 
ly her  Majefty  fent  over  Monfr.  Caron  to  the  States 
General,  to  procure  their  affent  to  a  treaty  of  peace ; 
who  departed  for  HoUand  about  the  i6th  of  OSo^ 
her  (k),  and  made  his  report  to  them  of  her  Ma- 
iefty's  pleafure  •,  and  foon  after  Mr.  Gilpin  had  an 
audience  of  them  ujwn  the  lame  fubjeft  •,  to  whom 
they  returned  for  anfwer,  that  they  would  confider 
of  all,  and  refolVe,  prout  poterUnt-,  "which,  fays 
"  be  if),  I  look  not  for  fo  foon  i  and,  in  my  opinion, 
«*  will  be,  to  fend  over  fome,  wilhing  it  were  done 
«  already.  The  fum  is  to  tell  you  what  paffed, 
«  and  how  her  Majefty  hath  anfwered  the  Arch- 
«  duke's  letter :  Alfo  to  know,  what  they  will  d^, 
«  or  have,  or  wilh  to  be  done  for  them.  His  Ex- 
«  cellency  [Prince  Maurice"]  is  written  for,  to  come 
«  hither-,  and  then  will  be  proceeded  further." 
The  fame  Gendeman,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember im\  obfcrves,  that,  by  his  private  conferences 
with  the  members  of  the  States  General,  he  perceiv- 
ed "  in  a  manner  generally  in  thein  all,  a  diftaftc 
•«  of  the  courfe  hesMajefty  intends  to  take;  and  that 
«  not  fo  much  in  refpeft  of  the  towns  cauaonary, 
»'  as  of  the  trade,  which  their  people  are  like  to 
«  lofe.  and  confequently  the  country  ;  and  that  it  xs 
««  doubted  the  foldiers,  in  their  fervice,  will  be  with- 
"  drawn  'in  time  •,  and  fo  the  countenance  and  au- 
«  thority    of    her  Majefty,    which  ftrengthened 

a\  Letter  of  K.  «Fib'^Efq^  to  %u  ^trt  Sidney,  Ltndm  1 6 
oi   .  ?99      Letters  of  the  Sidne,  family  p.  133.  (/)  Letter 

»  Sir  TSidn^,  Hague,  a8  08. 1 599-  I^'i-  P-  '  i^-      («)  J''***- 

«•  '5^-  «  and 
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'^  and  maintained  them^  being  taken  away,  cannot 
•*  chooie  but  difcourage  the  well-afFcfted,  and  im- 
•  bolden  the  others,  that  watched  for  fuch  a  time . . . 
•*  The  States  confult,  and  deliberate  daily,  but  can- 
•*  not  refolve;   neither  doth  his  Excellency  make 
any  hafte  hither ;  lb  as  Monlr.  Caron  is  yefterday 
gone  towards  him,  with  intent  to  return  prefently ; 
and  then,  I  hear,  you  are  like  to  have  him  in  your 
parts,  where  he  feems  to  be  defigned.    And,  to 
tell  your  Lordihip  my  feeling,  1  like  nothing  at 
*<  all,  neither  the  humours  nor  courfe  there  held, 
*^  ihewing  now  rather  a  backwardneis  than  flownel^ 
•*  in  them,  to  concur  with  other  provinces,  as  in 
♦*  times  paft.**    Monfr.  Caron  foon  after  returned 
to  England  (n) ;  as  Sir  Francis  Vere  did  to  Holland^ 
where,  in  the  latter  end  of  November^  he  acquainted 
the  States  General^  that,  with  regard  to  the  treaty 
of  peace,  nothing  more  was  done,  than  had  been 
certified  to    them  by  Monfr.  Caron  \    and    that 
her  Majefly  would  not  deal  in  any  fort,   but  as 
fhould  (laid  with  her  honour,  and  their  fecurity  (o). 
The  States  General  were  then  impatient  in  expeda- 
tLOR  of  fon^  anfwer  from  Monfr.  Caron,  that  they 
might  refolve  further  what  to  fay  to  her  Majefty  ; 
**  which,  I  think,  fays  Mr.  Gilpin  {p\  will  be   to 
perfevere  in  their  former  refolution  of  refufal.  ** 
They  had  received  no  anfwer  from  Monfr.  Caron  on 
the   13th  of  December  \    which  gave  them  great 
alarm  on  account  of  the  ftrong  reports,  which  they 
received  from  the  enemy's  quarters,  that  there  would 
be  an  agreement  between  her  Majefty,  and  the  King 
di  Spain,    and  the  Archduke,     **  Yet,  howfocver 
"  the  world  go,   adds  Mr.  Gilpin  (q), '  I  do  not  fee 
"  the  Icaft  appearance,  that  they  will  yield  to  any 

(»)  Mr.  Gtlpinh  letter  to  Sir  R.  Sidney  from  the  H^gue,  AW.  22. 
1599.  Ibid.  p.  142.  {0)  Mr.  Gi/pini's  letter  of  the  30th  of 
November  1599.  Ibid.  p.  14J.  (/)  Ibid,  (q)  Letter  to  Sir  /?. 
SiJjuy  from  the  Hague,  1 5  Dtcembtr  1 599.  Ibid.  p.  150. 
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parley,  byt  maintain  their  caufe,  the  bdi:  they 
can,  wiflning  and  piaying  continually,  diat  it  mig^t 
pleafe  God  fo  to  difpde  of  things,  that  her  Ma- 
**  jcfty  would  continue  the  courfe  held  hitherto  with 
^^  them  againft  the  Spaniards.^* 

The  States  General  having  thus,  by  Monfr.  Ckr§n^ 
abfolutely  refiifed  to  treat ;  and  tJie  Queen  havii^ 
fent  over  word  to  the  Archduke  upon  that  anfwcr, 
both  when,  and  in  what  fort,  Ihe  would  treat ;  her 
Majefty,  about  die  26th  of  December  15999  knx. 
Mr.  Edmcndes  to  the  Archduke  with  a  letter  of  ere* 
dit,  and  thefe  inftruftions  (r) ;  that  he  fliould  impirt 
to  the  Archduke  the  refu&l  of  the  States :  that  her 
Majefty  was  forry  for  it,  but  could  not  oxnpel 
them :  that  now  her  Majefty  was  refolved  to  ajapoint 
Commiffioners  forherfelf  to  treat ;  and  therefore9  firfti 
€0  propound  to  the  Archduke,  whether  Commiffioa- 
ers  Ihould  not  be  fent  to  England  unto  her  Maje%, 
feeing  he  was  a  third  perlbn  in  the  treaty,  and  ua- 
der-qualtfied  to  her  as  Queen  of  England ;  and  -thit 
it  was  alfo  once  fo  offered.  Secondly,  that  if  hrr 
Majefty  (hall  treat  in  France  as  a  neutral,  fhe  muft 
fue  and  trouble  the  French  King  for  a  place  %  whicb, 
befides  confumption  of  time,  will  be  fubjeft  to  ether 
circumftiances.  Upon  this  point  the  Queen  ordeiwl 
Mr.  Edmondes  very  formally  to  mfift; :  but  he  bad 
provifional  fecret  inftrufUons  not  to  come  away,  if 
the  Archduke  fhould  utterly  miflike  it ;  but  rather 
to  yield  to  treat  in  France ;  and  then  immediately 
after  his  difpatch  at  Brujfels^  to  repair  to  Sir  Hetirf 
Neville  at  Paris^  and  fo  to  the  King,  to  whom  he 
had  letters  of  credit,  and  to  demand  Boulogne  for  a 
place  neareft  the  fea-coaft  of  England.  But  her  Ma- 
jefty wlKhed,  that  Mr.  Edmondes  might  not,  by  the 
Archduke's  refufal  to  fendCommiQioners  to  England^ 

(r)  Letter  of  Secretary  Cf«/,  to  Sir  Henry  Ne<tfil/e,  28th  D^cm- 
ter  1599.    ^;>fWw/8 Memorials,  vol.  1.  p.  139. 
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be  obliged  to  go  to  the  French  King  for  a  place  of 
meeting  in  France^  becaufe  Ihe  was  unwilfing,  that  he 
fliould  iend  Commiflioners. 

The  Archduke,  upon  Mr.  Eimondes^s  arrival^ 
fcnt  his  own  coach  for  him  to  BruffelSj  and  treated 
lum  with  great  refpeft  (s)  ;  but  not  being  willing  ta 
iend  ComtnilSoners  to  England^  Mr.  Edmondes  went 
to  Paris  (t\  where  having  obtuned  of  the  King 
Bouiogne  for  the  meeting  of  them,  he  returned  to 
Ef^landy  and  arrived  at  court  on  Sunday  morning, 
Fiiruary  17  (v).  The  next  day  the  Audiencier 
Virreykeny  who  was  fent  over  by  the  Archduke, 
land^  at  the  tower  of  London  ^  where  he  was  met  by 
Mr.  Edmondes  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  tower,  with 
the  Lord  Treafurer's  and  Sdcretary  C^d/'s*  coaches, 
and  conduced  to  Aldi^rman  Baningh  houfe  at  D^w« 
gafe  (w) ;  and,  on  the  23d  of  February^  had  au- 
dience  of  her  M;^efty,  being  attended  to  court  by 
Mr.  Edmondes  (x) ;  and,  on  the  25th,  had  a  con- 
ference with  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  at  the  Lord 
Treafurer's,  upon  the  intended  peace  (y) ;  which 
was  oppofed  with  all  poflibk  zeal  by  M^nfr.  Caron^ 
who  endeavoured  to  make  the  .Queen  and  her  Mini- 
iters  fenfible  of  thedanger  of  abandoning  the  Scates(2)  • 
Verreyken  acknowledged,  that  he  had  not  full  autho- 
rity to  conclude  any  thing,  or  to  promife  what  Ihould 
be  accorded  upon  a  treaty ;  but  only,  by  way  of  dif- 
courfe,  to  declare  what  mig^t  be  demanded  by  the 
Spamardsy  and  to  hear  what  her  Majefty  would 
propound.  He  propofed  in  particular,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty ihould  abandon  the  States,  and  deliver  up  the 

(/)  Mr.  R.fFiytM'sl^tcx  of  the  26th  of  January  1599,  print- 
^  among  letters  of  the  Sidney  family^  vol.  2.  p.  1 65.  (/}  Mr. 

X.  ff^Ifyii^s  letters  of  the  9th  and  14th  of  February,  ibid.  p.  165, 
166.  (1;)  Mr.  R.  ff^hyti^  letter  of  the  21ft  of  February^ 

ibid.  p.  169.  '   (w)  Ibid.  [x)  Mr.  R,  PFiyfe'slater  of 

the  2 ^t\i  of  February  1699,  ibid.  p.  170.  [y)  Ibid.  p.  172. 

(«)  Ibid.  p.  172,  173. 
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caudonaiy  towns  of  Flufhing  and  Brill  \  but  he  was 
anfwercd,   that  (he  was  reiblved,  though  fhe  faw 
good  conditions  offered  to  go  on  with  the  treaty, 
not  to  forfake  the  States ;   and  was  likewife  deter- 
mined to  keep  thofe  towns  {till  in  her  own  hands. 
Verreyken  then  defired  to  know,  how  far  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  Flufhing  would  ftretch  unto.    But  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  finding,  that  all  other  fpeech 
was  to  no  purpofe  with  a  man,  who  had  no  power, 
he  was  defired  to  return  to  the  Archduke,  and  to 
come  back  again  with  fome  others  Joined  with  him, 
with  authority  to  proceed ;   or,  if  he  chofe  to  ftay 
in  England^  to  fend  over  for  ample  inftruAions  (a). 
He  made  likewife  fome  other  propofitions,  which 
.being  ablblutely  refufed,  he  took  his  leave  of  the 
Qyeen  on  the  9th  of  March  (b)  \  and  two  days  af-^ 
ter  went  to  Dover ^  where  he  embarked  with  Mr.  JEi-. 
mondes^  who  was  fent  to  the  Archduke  (c)^  with  in- 
llruftions,  dated  zt  Richmond  the  nth  of  March 
1599)  ^^  ^^^  purpofe  (i):  i.  That  the  Audiencier 
had  propofed  to  renew  the  ancient  leagues^  which  had 
been  between  England  and  Burgundy ;  which  was  re- 
fufed, becaufe  contrary  to  the  leagues,  in  which  the 
Queen  was  engaged,  and  might  embark  her  againft 
thofe  of  the  fame  religion.     2.  That  the  Audiencier 
had  required,   that  the  Queen  would   prohibit  all 
trade  with  Holland  and  Zealand^  and  remove  it  to 
the  Archduke's  dominions :  to  which  it  was  anfwer^ 
cd,  that  this  would  be  tying  herfelf  to  do,'what  no 
other  Prince,  neither  France^    Scotland^  nor  "Dm- 
marky  nor  other  free  ftate,  were  bound  to  :  and  that 
this  could  not  be  granted,  in  refpeft  of  the  commo- 
dity and  advantages  of  our  State,  and  conveniency 
of  the  havens  in  thofe  parts.    3.  He  demanded  the 

(a)  Mr.  kbyte's  letter  of  the  ?d  of  March  1599,  i^"^-  P   '75'. 
(h)  Ibid.  p.  1 77.  (f)  Ibid.  p.  178,  179.  {d)  ^ir 

Tbo,  Mdmcndcj's  MS,  State-Papers^  vol.  2.  p.  1 65.  ' 
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rcftoring  the  cautionary  towns :  To  which  it  was  an* 
Iwered,  that  the  confiderations  of  honour,  rcafbn, 
and  the  intcreft  of  greater  debts,  were  fufficient  mo- 
tives, that  this  could  not  be  confented  to.     Laftljr, 
He  propofed,  that  the  fugitives  on  both  fides  pught 
to  be  reftorcd  to  their  means  :   to  which  it  was  an- 
Iwered,  that  there  were  none  here  of  their  nation, 
but  fuch,  as  were  only  of  the  quality  of  merchants  and 
artilans  ;  but^that  they  had  divers,  under  whom  the 
Englijb  fugitives  had  ferved.     *'  Thefe  have  been  the 
greateft  points,  which  he  hath  propounded  5  and 
from  thefe  queftions,  and  our  anfwers,  your  pre- 
*'  fent  negotiations  being  derived,  you  may  alfo  lay, 
•'  that  thofe  things  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  muft 
**  needs  overthrow  both  our  ends,  if  thofe  impedi-  • 
*•  ments  be  not  removed  ; — all  which  things  you  may 
**  piainly  affirm  we  cannot  grant,  and  fo  lay  before 
*'  him  the  conditions  before-recited.     And  therefore 
**  you  ihall  defire  (^though  all  things  elfe,  whereof 
*^  there  are  many  very  confiderable,  may  be  referred 
**  to  the  meeting  of  the  Commiflioners),    that  in 
*'  thefe  main  points  he  will  open  himfelf  to  you  in 
**  fuch  fort,  as  we  may  find  not  caufe  to  believe, 
*'  that  we  (hall  begin  a  work,  whereof  fo  great  ex- 
pcftation  is  ftirred,  and  from  which  fo  little  fuc- 
cels  may  be  derived,  as  namely,  the  making  a 
league  ofFenfive  and  defenfive,  the  rendition  of 
the  cautionary  towns,  and  leaving  all  commerce 
**  and  trade  with  the  Low  Countries — If  they  fball 
*'  be  denied,  then  you  may  fay  you  are  forry,  be- 
caufe  you  know  it  will  give  us  caufe  to  fufpedl  that 
f(ill,  which  hath  heretofore  drawn  us  into  di&d- 
vantage,  which  is  this,  that  he  is  fo  clogged  in 
*'  the  treaty  with  Spain^  as  he  cannot  abfolutely  fpcak 
in  thefe  cafes ;    and  therefore  that  it  will  much 
weaken  our  opinion  of  a  good  conclufion,  — Only 
one  thing  there  is,  wherein  we  require  you  to  ex- 
prefs,  how  Icnfible  we  muft  be,  if  we  may  not  fee 
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**  good  aflurance,  that  the  violence  of  the  inquifition 
**  ('from  the  moderation  whereof  the  King  of  Spain 
**  formerly  diiclaimed^,  by  which  prtetext  our  fub- 
**  jefts  have  been  moft  barbaroufly  ufed,  Ihould  not 
•*  now  again  be  furely  provided  for>  td  prevent  difc 
•*  peril  of  our  people.  And  yet  for  i\\  things  con- 
**  fiderable  herein,  you  Ihall  let  him  know,  thaeout 
*'  meaning  is  not,  in  that  point,  to  procure  them 
**  any  fuch  liberty,  as  may  proteft  themi  if  any 
*•  public  offence  be  offered  by  them,  but  that 
*^  they  may  not  be  fearched  or  enquired  upOh,  excc^ 
**  they  give  juft  occafion ;  wherein  it  wiere  extreme^ 
**  if  the  folly  of  one  perfon  fliould  be  drawn  in  judg- 
•*  mentagainft  others,  that  are  innocent;  a  liber* 
•*  ty,  which  we  will  likewife  grant  unto  flich  of  thciSr 
**  fubjefts,  as  fhall  live  here.-  To  conclude, 

**  you  (hall  ufe  all  means  to  aflure  them,  that  your 
**  fending  is  by  neceflity  rifing  from  their  unrcafoh- 
**  able  propofirions  by  this  gentleman,  whole  coming 
**  over  with  fo  unexpefted  refolutions  hath  givcA 
«'  us  fome  caufe  of  doubtfulnefs,  what  nmift  be  thfc 
**  iffue  of  the  treaty,  which  you  think  can  no  way 
**  be  lb  much  advanced,  as  when  that  couric  \% 
"  taken,  which  may  make  it  fuccelsful,  and  not 
« illufory. " 

Mr.  Edmtmdes  had  audience  of  the  Archduke  on 
the  2 2d  of  March  (e)  -,  who,  though  he  feemed 
ftrongly  to  infill  upon  the  propofirions,  which  her 
Majefty  had  refufed,  yet,  in  conclufion,  defired  a 
meeting,  in  a  letter  to  her  Majeftv  dated  the  6di  of 
^il  (f)y  reprefenting,  that  feeing  he  defired  to 
meet,  it  ought  to  be  imagined,  that  he  had  a  pur- 
pofe  to  accommodate  •,  for,  if  he  had  not,  it  might 
well  be  judged,  that  it  behoved  them  to  be  as  fcniSle 
of  a  vain  copfercnce,  as  her  Majefly  (g). 

{e)  IWd.  p.  373.  (/)  Ibid.  p.  391;         (^)  Secretary 

CeciPs  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Neville,  19th  Jfril  1 606.     WinfW9od*$ 
Memorials,  VpL  i*  p-  171. 
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Mr.  Eimwdcs  returned  to  England  on  the  9Ch  of 
April  1600,  and  was  received  by  her  Majefty  with 
great  favour,  and  highly  con^mended  for  his  faffi* 
atxncf  in  his  negotiation  (b)  ;  and  foon  after  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  CommilTioners  for  the  treaty  of 
Boul^Hi^xogfXhtv  with  Sir  Henry  Neville j  the  Queen's 
Emboflador  in  France^  Mr.  John  Herbert^  her  Ma* 
jefty's  fecdnd  Secretary  *,  and  Mr.  Robert  Beale^ 
.  Secretary  to  the  Council  in  the  North ;  their  com- 
mii&on  being  dated  the  joth  of  May  1 600  (i).  The 
two  laft,  with  Mr.  Edmondes^  left  London  on  the 
lath  of  that  month  (k) ;  and  arrived  at  Boulogne  on 
the  1 6th,  as  Sir  Henry  Neville  did  the  fame  day  from 
Paris  (/).  The  Commiflioners  for  Spain  were  Don 
Balthafar  de  Zuniga  y  Ftrnfeca^  the  King  of  Spain* % 
Emba/Tador  with  the  Archduke;  and  Don  Ferdi- 
nando  Carilloy  Licentiate  of  the  order  of  St.  James^ 
and  the  King's  Counfellor  in  Cajlille :  and  thofe  for 
the  Archduke  were  the  Prelident  Ricbardoty  and  the 
Audiender  Verreyken  (m).  But  after  ,the  Commif* 
fiiMiers  had  been  above  three  months  upon  the  place, 
they  parted  without  ever  aflfembling,  by  reafon  of  a 
difiHite  of  precedency  between  England  and  Spain. 
After  great  contefl;s  on  this  fubje&.  Queen  Eliza- 
hetb  at  laft  confented  to  an  equality ;  but  the  Spa- 
mard  woukl  not  quit  his  pretentions ;  which  put  an 
end  to  .all  intercourfe  between  the  Commiflioners, 
who  departed  from  Boulogne  on  the  28  th  of  July 
1600  (n). 

(A)  Mr.  Wlytii  letter  to  Sir  R.Sidney,  the  izth  of  Jfril 
i6oo.     Letters  of  the  Sidftey  family,  vol.  2.  p.  1 86. 

*  He  was  afterwards  knighted  by  King  James  T.  and  died  in 
JmIj  1617.    Camdeni  annales  regis  Jacobi,  p.  26. 

(/)  fflfpwood'sMcmoriais,  vol.  i.  p.  186,  187.  (*)  Mr. 

iriyte*t  letter  of  the  12th  of  Jfri/  1600,  ubi  fupra,  p.  194. 
(/)  fVinwooiTt  Memoriaky  vol.  i.  p.  188.  (»)  Ibid.  p.  192. 

|v]Ibid.p.  192,—- 224. 
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Mr.  Edmondes^  at  his  return  to  England^  continued 
to  execute  bis  office  of  Secretary  to  her  Majefty. 
for  the  French  tongue,  and  was  afterwards  appoint- 
ed one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Council  \  and,  in  May 
or  June  1 60 1 ,  he  and  Mr.  Beak  held  a  correfpon- 
dence  by  letters  with  the  Prefident  Richardot ;  by 
which  it  appears,  that  the  King  of  Spain  and  the 
Archduke  were  ftill  defirous  of  a  peace  with  Eng- 
land (0).  And,  in  the  end  of  Jane  that  year,  he 
was  fent  to  the  French  King,  to  complain  of  the 
many  afts  of  injuftice  committed  by  his  fubjefts 
^ainft  the  M^nglijh  merchants  -,  to  which  effect  he 
carried  a  letter  from  the  Queen  to  that  King,  dated 
the  25th  of  June  (p)  %  and  at  the  fame  time  had  orders 
to  affure  Mr,  Ralph  JVinwood^  who  was  Agent  for 
her  Majefty  after  the  return  of  Sir  Henry  Neville^ 
whofe  Secretary  he  had  been,  **  that  her  Majefty 
*'  made  a  very  good  acceptation  of  all  his  fervices, 
*'  both  for  his  diligence  and  difcretion,  and  was  very 
•^  well  fatis'fied  of  all  his  proceedings  Cj^.'*  Mr,  Ed- 
mondes*s  employment  into  France  was  well  received 
there,  as  a  demonftration  of  her  Majefty's  defire  to 
•preferve  her  amity  with  that  Kingdom  ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  her  refolution  ever  to  maintain  her  honour, 
and  not  to  abnndon  her  fubjefts  to  the  intended  in- 
dignities of  the  French^  brought  the  latter  to  a  truer 
underftanding  of  themfelves,  and  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  thofe  good  office^  received  from  her,  which, 
without  feme  admonition,  they  would  have  been  con- 
tented to  forget  (r). 

He  foon  after  returned  to  England^  but  went  back 
again  to  France^  with  a  letter  from  the  Qyeen  to  the 
Trench  King,  dated  the  2  2d  of  Auguft  1601  ;  in 

[0)  SxT^hmm  Ed/nfidts^s  M^.  State-Papers,  vol.  2.  p.  467,  & 
fcqq.  (f)  Ibid.  p.  499.  {q)  Secretary  CW/'s  letter  to 

Mr.  Edmomis,  the  29ih  oi  Junn  1601,  ibid.  vol.  i.  (r)  Mr. 

WiHnvGodWtx.teT  to  >ecrefary  Cecily  from  Ptfr//,the  15  th  oi  Jui^ 
iboiy  O.  S.    MtmoriaLs  voL  i .  p.  340. 
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b  which  (he  took  notice,  that  {he  had  been  inform- 
ed, by  the  report  of  Mr.  EdmondeSj  of  that  Kmg's 
good  difpofidon  to  give  her  fatisfadion  with  refpedl; 
to  her  lubjefts,  who  traded  into  France^  in  order 
that  they  might  receive  better  treatment  in  their 
trafiick  (s).    The  King  was  then  at  Calais,  whether 
he  went  about  the  20th  of  Jugufi ;  and  thither  Mr. 
Edmondes  came  to  him,  and  appears  to  have  pro- 
pofed  to  him  fome  meafures,  both  for  the  rehef  of 
Ofiend,  then  befieged  by  the  Spaniards,  and  for  an 
offenfive  alliance  againil  Spain  (t).     After  his  return 
to  England,  he  was,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,   Lord  Admiral,    Secretary  Cecil,  Sir 
John  Fortefcue,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,    Sir 
John  Papbam,  Lord  chief  Juftice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  John  Herbert,  Efq;  fecond  Secretary  of  State, 
Julius  defar,  LL.D.  Matter  of  the  Requefts,  Sir 
Thomas  Parry,  and  Daniel  Dun,  LL.D.  Dean  of 
the  Arches,  appointed  Commiflioner  for  fettling  with 
the  two  French  EmbafTadors,  de  Boijftfe  and  Beau^ 
mcnt,  the  depredations  between  England  and  France, 
and  preventing  them  for  the  future  (v). 

The  Courts  of  Spain  and  Bruffels  feemed  ft'dl  ex- 
tremely delirous  of  a  peace  with  England  %  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  Prefident  Ricbardot^  on  the 
ad  of  March  160 1-2,  wrote  to  Fortado  (w),  who 
was  fen t  thither,  i.  That,  with  regard  to  religion, 
nothing  (hould  be  defired,  that  might  ^ve  diftafte  to 
the  Kingdom,  nor  caufe  any  prejudice  to  the  date 
or  fcrvice  of  the  Queen.  2.  That  with  regard  to 
the  places,  which  the  Queen  held  in  Zealand,  and  her 
league  with  Holland,  there  fliould  be  fuch  means 

(/)  Sir  Thomas  Edmmdesz  MS.  State-Papers,  vol.  2.  p.  f 39. 
(/)  Wti^^tt^  Memorials,  p.  346,  and  348,  and  Note  on  p.  346. 
h  Men^oires  ou  Oeconomies  Roy  ales  de  Henry  le  Grand,  par  le 
*  DilcdeSully,  Partie  II.  Tome  III.  p  36,  &  feqq.  (a;)  Win- 

loood^  p.  394.       (ou)  Sir  Tbomai  Edltmdti\  MS.  State-Papers, 
fol.  2.  p.  599. 
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found  to  give  her  Majefty  contentments  as  (houM 
provide  for  the  good  of  all :  for  if  the  Hollanders 
would  not  come  now  to  make  peace,  there  might 
be  made  with  them  a  fufpenfiM  of  arms  for  a  long 
time,  with  common  trafick  on  both  fides  for  the 
£ud  time,  and  an  intire  peace  to  be  made  with  the 
Queen :  whereby  there  is  means  offered  to  com* 
pound  all  to  the  fatisfying  of  the  Queen  and  the 
Hollanders. 

An  anfwer  to  this  letter  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Ed* 
wtondes  on  the  28th  of  May  1602,  to  this  purpofe  (x) ; 
that  whereas  it  was  declared,  in  that  letter  of  Ricbur- 
dot^  that  there  fhouid  be  no  offer  to  diftafte  the 
Queen  in  point  of  religion  ;  it  was  a  matter,  which 
was  never  doubted  here  in  E^landf  that  it  ihould  be 
moved,  or  (o  much  as  thought  to  be  moved,  both 
becaufe  it  was  known,  that  wife  men  fhouid  be  cm* 
ployed  in  fiich  a  caufe ;  and  becaufe  all  motives  of 
that  nature  muft  be  anfwered  with  like  propoGtions 
back  again.  He  then  complains  of  Philip  III*  of 
S^in^s  malice  s^nft  the  Queen,  in  continually 
fupporting  her  rebels,  and  proclaiming  his  purpote 
to  make  a  conqueft  of  one  of  her  Majefty's  King- 
doms :  but  that  fhe  was  fb  far  from  dirowing  any 
imputation  upon  the  Archduke,  in  whom  fhe  had 
never  foun4  any  difhonour,  as  (he  wholly  imputed 
It  to  the  counfels  of  Spain^yj^ho  defiring  ftill  to  make 
good  then*  former  violent  courfes  againft  diis  State^ 
have  not  advertifed  the  Archduke  of  their  fecret  de- 
figns,  till  they  were  put  in  execution ;  as  appeared 
when  Coemans  came  over ;  for  he  being  coM,  that 
it  was  certainly  known,  that  the  forces  were  em- 
barked for  Ireland^  he  affirmed  it  was  only  for  Al* 
gier ;  which,  if  the  Archdukes  had  not  conceived 
to  be  fo,  furely  they  fhouid  in  no  fort  have  required 
her  Majefty's  clear  and  confident  proceedings  with 

(jr)  Ibid.  p.  6i5>  and  631. 
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them  to  have  preflfed  a  treaty,  when  they  khcw  the 
King  of  SpAiH  had  a  conftant  ]preparacion  to  invade 
hier  Kingdom. 

Upon  the  death  of  Ge&rge  Gilpin^  Efq-,  the 
Queen's  Refident  at  the  Hagut^  in  September  i6o4, 
Mr.  Edmondes  Was  thought  the  mod  likely  perfon  to 
fucceed  in  that  poft,  if  it  (hould  be  refufed  by 
*  Mr.  Bo£g  (y)^  Which  probably  he  wduld,  having 
now  devoted  himfelf  to  a  (hidious  life,  and  the  raifing 
his  magnificent  library  at  Oxford  (z)  ;  arid  Mr.  Ralph 
Winwoody  in  a  letter  finom  Tnris  of  the  17th  of 
fbUober  1602,  congratulated  Mr.  Edmondes  upon 
the  report  oF  his  going  to  Hol)and(a).  But  this  poft 
was,  aftfer  all,  defigned  by  the  Queen  for  Mr.  Win" 
wood  himielf  (b)^  Who  held  his  place  of  Refident  in 
France  till  January  1602*3,  notwithftanding  the  ar- 
rival of  Sir  Thomas  Parry ^  her  Majcfty 's  Embaflador 
there,  in^^^  preceding  (c). 

Upon  the  appointment  of  Sir  Thomas  Parry  to  that 
poft,  Mr.  EMiondes  had  an  opportunity  of  recom* 
mending  to  him  his  fi-iend  Mr.  Dudley  Carkton^  who 
acknowledged  his  obligations  to  him  cm  that  account, 
fa  afettetfirbmPtfmof  the  i8th  of  OSober^^.S.{d). 
This  Gentleman,  who  was  fon  of  Anthony  Carletcn 
of  Baldwm-Bright'tvell  near  WatUngton  in  Oxford^ 
JbtrOj  Efq;  being  bom  there  the  10th  of  March 
^573»  an^  educated  at  Cbrift-Church  at  Oxford^ 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts  in 

O)  Sir  Wtniam  Snmmih  letter  to  Sir  IMirt  Sidney, (rom  tlnfi^ 
hfg,  039btr  16,  i-6o2y  N.  S.  Letters  ofthcSiJkiy  family,  vol.  2. 
p.  259.  ( z)  See  Sir  Thomas  Bodle/s  life,  written  by  him- 

lelf,  printed  among iiis  Genuine  Remains,  p.  1 1.  &  feqq.  edit, 
Lond.  1 703.  (a)  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes*^  MS.  State  Papers, 

vol.  2.  p.  685.  (^)'Secretary  CeciP^  letter  to  Mr.  Winwood 

of  the  5th  of  Jammry  1602-3.   Wimvood*^  Memorials,  vol.  i<. 

fe46o.  (c)  Ibid.  p.  430.  (d)  Sir  Thomas  Edmondn*% 

S.  $iate-Papers,  vol.  2.  p.  681. 
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1600  (t)^  afterwards  diftinguifhed  himfdf  by  hh 
cmbaflics  to  Venice^  the  Duke  of  Savoy ^  the  State$ 
General,  and  the  King  of  Frances  and  in  1626, 
was  advanced  to  the  Imbef court  in  Surry^  and  in 
1628  to  the  title  of  Vifcount  Dorcbejler  in  Oxford^ 
Jbtre^  and  the  fanne  year  appointed  one  of  the  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  in  which  he  condnucd  till 
his  death,  which  happened  on  the  15th  of  February 
16  5 1-2;  who,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  Sir 
Thomas  Roe  (f),  as,  be  talked  rightly  in  bis  lifey  died 
ihanly  and  Cbriftianly. 

He  underftood,  as  Lord  Clarendon  obferves*,  all 
that  related  to  foreign  Employments,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  other  Princes  and  Nations,  very  well :  but 
the  noble  ^hiftorian  reprefents  him  as  unacquainted 
with  tbe  government^  laws^  and  cufioms  of  bis  own 
country^  and  the  nature  of  tbe  people.  But  this 
feems  abfolutely  incompatible  with  the  experience^ 
which  he  muft  havfe  acquired  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, of  which  he  was  an  eminent  and  aftive  mem-r 
ber,  and  a  confidferable  Ipeaker  t,  during  feveral  Par- 
Jiaments,  in  which  he  fate  there,  in  the  beginning 
of  King  James  I/s  reign,  till  the  year  1610,  when 
he  was  fent  Embaflador  to  Venice ;  and  the  figure, 
whic-h  he  made  in  that  Houfe,  feems  to  have  chiefly 
recommended  him  to  that  admirable  judge  of  men, 
the  Lord  Treafurer  Salifbury*  When  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  poft  of  Secretary  of  State,  King  Cbarlesh 
was  highly  pleafed  with  him,  and,  in  one  refpeft, 
preferred  him  to  the  great  Lord  Falkland  himlelf  ^ 
/ir,  faid  the  King  to  Sir  Philip  tVarwick  §,  he  ever 
krougbt  me  my  own  words ;   but  my  Lord  Falkland 

(e)  Wood^  Athin.  Oxorty  vol.  I.  col.  563.  2d  edit.  (f)  MS. 

kttcr  to  Mr.Dineiy  at  the  Hague,  February  24,  163 1-2. 

*  Hifiory  of  the  Rebellion,  Book  I.  p.  22.  Edit,  Ox/  1732.  fol, 

t  Jt)urnals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Vol.  I.  and  Sir  Ratfb 
Wifi'wood's  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  54. 

'^  Memoirs,  p.  70.  edit.  Lend,  1701. 
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ptfi  ccmmonly  brought  me  my  inftru^ions  in  fo  fine  a 
drefSj  that  I  did  not  always  own  them.  However, 
Sir  DiidUy'%  private  letters  were  full  of  vivacity,  and 
fhewcd  both  a  learned  and  polite  education  ;  and  his 
public  ones,  of  which  whole  volumes  are  ftill  extant* 
contain  exc^lent  details  of  afiairs  abroad,  drawn  up 
with  great  perfpicuity,  and  enlivened  with  a  judi- 
cious choice  of  circumflances  ;  though  during  foun- 
advifed  and  overbearing  an  adminiftration  as  that  of 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham^  he  chiefly  contented  him- 
felf  with  an  ample  and  clear  ftate  of  fafts,  without 
interpofing  his  own  judgment  upon  the  meafures  to 
be  deduced  from  them.  His  zeal  for  Proteftantifm 
in  general  was  ftrong  and  irreproachable :  Bu%  the 
part,  which  he  afted  in  the  difputes  among  the  pro- 
fefibrs  of  that  religion  in  Holland^  by  fupporting  the 
Calvinifts  in  oppolition  to  the  Arminians^  was  in  all 
probability  much  more  owing  to  the  inftruftions  of 
King  James  L  who  interfered  in  thofe  contefts  with 
an  unneceffary  and  unreafonable  warmth,  than  to  his 
own  particular  prejudices  in  favour  of  xht  Cahinijii^ 
cal  fyftem  of  d6£trines.  For  his  own  refleftions, 
under  the  influence  of  fo  moderate  and  rational  a  di- 
vine, as  Mr.  Hales  of  Eton^  his  chaplain,  would 
have  fliewn  him,  that  the  real  interefts  of  fociety 
were  not  the  leaft  concerned  in  thofe  difpures. 

There  appears  nothing  more  of  Mr.  Edmondes^s  em- 
ployments during  the  reft  of  the  reign  of  Queen  £/;- 
%ahetb^'9fho(c  laft  illnefs  and  death,  which  happened  at 
Richmond  on  the  24th  of  March  1602-3,  in  the  70th 
year  of  her  age,  and  44th  of  her  reign,  were  attend- 
ed with  feveral  remarkable  circumftances,  which  will 
be  beft  defcribed  in  the  words  of  Sir  Robert  Cary^ 
Earl  of  Monmouth,  a  near  relation  of  her  Majefty, 
being  fourth  fon  of  Henry  Lord  Hun/don^  and  grand- 
Ibn  of  H^illiam  Cary^  Efq;  who  married  the  Lady 
Mfiry  Boleny  fifter  to  Queen  Jnne  Bokn^  mother  to 
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Queen  Elizabeth*  This  Earl  left  Mnmrs  of  hn 
^wn  tife^  which  have  never  been  printed ;  and  from 
which  it  will  not  be  improper  to  infert  the  following 
cxtrad,  tranicribed  from  a  copy  of  thofe  Memoirs^ 
lately  in  the  polTeflion  of  the  right  honourable  the 
Lady  Elizaietb  Spebnan  deceafed,  one  of  his  Lord* 
fliip^s  defcendents. 

^^  When  I  came  to  Court,  I  found  the  Queen  ill 
*^  difpofed,  and  ihe  kept  her  inner  lodging ;  yet 
<*  fhe,  hearing  of  my  arrival^  fent  for  me.  I  found 
her  in  one  of  her  withdrawing  chambers,  fitting 
low  upon  her  cufliions.  She  called  me  to  her  : 
I  kiiTed  her  hand,  and  told  her,  it  was  my  chiefeft 
happinefs  to  fee  her  in  fafety,  and  in  health,  which 
I  wifhed  might  long  continue.  She  took  me  by 
the  hand,  and  wtung  it  hard,  and  faid,  Na^  Ro* 
^*  bin,  I  am  notweU:  And  then  di&ourfed  with  tne 
^  of  her  indifpoiidon,  and  that  her  heart  had  beei^ 
^  fed  and  heavy  for  ten  or  twelve  days  *  5  and,  in 

*'  her 

^  Camden^  p.  S^z,  fays,  that  ihe  was  ejdxemely  mdaacholy^ 
which  the  friends  of  the  Earl  of  EJfex  imputed  to  her  Msyefiy'^ 
concern  for  the  lofs  of  him .  With  this  hiftorian  agrees  the'  writer 
of  a  letter  from  London  the  "^A  of  April  160^^  N.  S.  printed  in  the 
t:hird  Volume  of  Monfr.  de  ViUenrfh  Memoirts  d'Eftat^  p.  209. 
i^  feqq.  The  writer,  who  was  probably  Monfr.  4e  Bequmwftf^ 
the  French  Embaflador,  obferves,  that  the  conunon  (»>inion»  and 
that  of  the  phyiicians,  and  of  thofe  who  attended  the  Queen  in 
her  chamber,  was,  that  her  ficknefs  proceeded  froma  melancholy, 
which  ihe  bad  fallen  into  feveral  days  before  (he  made  any  com* 
plaint,  and  .wiiich  was  afcribed  Co  her  xegret  for  the  Earl  qf 
Mff'ix't  death.  But  as  this  does  notfeem  a  fufHcient  caufe  for  the 
.Qgeen*s  exceflive  concern  at  that  time,  ilnce  his  Lordihip  had 
been  executed  above  two  years  before;  I  fhall  add,  asthebeft 
commentary  upon  the  Earl  of  Monmouth^s  Memoirs,  a  ftory, 
3vhich  was  frequently  told  by  his  great-grand-daughter,  the  late 
Lady  Eliscabetb  SpeUnan^  whofe  £ther,  John  Eail  of  MiddUton^ 
married  Martha  daughter  of  Henry  Earl  of  Monmenth,  eldeft  fon 
of  Earl  Robert,  author  of  the  Memoirs, 

When  Catharine  Countefs  of  Nottingham^  wife  of  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  and  filler  of  the  Earl  of  Monmouthg  was  dying 
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<<  her  difcourfe,  ihe  fetched  not  fo  few  ^  forty  or 
*^  fifty  great  fighs.  I  was  grieved  at  the  Brft  to  fee 
^  her  in  this  ptight ;  for»  in  all  my  life-time  before^ 
^  I  never  knew  her  fetch  a  Cgh,  but  when  the 
^'  QS^ea  of  S^ats  was  beheaded.  Then,  upon  my 
*^  lf;iH>wkdge,  (he  Ihed  many  tears  a(id  fighs,  mam- 
^*  fefting  her  innocence^  that  flie  never  gave  confent 
*^  to  the  death  ot  that  Qyeen.  I  ufed  the  beft  words 
<^  I  covdd  fio  perfuade  her  from  this  melancholy  hu-^ 
<^  sBOur ;  biA  I  found  by  her  it  was  too  deep-rooted 
in  her  heart,  and  hardiy  to  be  removed.  This  was 
upOB  a  Ssfur4ay  night  >  and  fhe  gave  command, 
that  the  g^eat  dofct  flionld  be  prepared  for  her 
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(as  fhc  didy  according  to  hU  Lordfliip's  own  account,  about  a 
fortnight  before  the  Queen]  fhe  fent  to  her  MzjeSLy,  to  defire 
tiat  ihe  might  fee  her,  in  order  to  reveal  fomething  to  her  Ma- 
jeftfy  M^tiioQt  tke  difcovery  of  which  (he  coald  not  die  in  peace. 
Upon  tbe 'Queen's  coming,  L^Ay  NotHngk^m  told  her,  tbat,while 
the  £arl  of  EJljfx  X^y  under  fontence  of  death,  he  was  deiirous  of 
aiking  ber  Majefty's  mercy,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  herfeff, 
during  the  height  of  his  favour ;  the  Queen  having  given  him  a 
•ring,  which  being  ^fent  to  her  as  a  token  of  his  diftrefs,  might 
intide  "bim  to  her  protedion.  Bnt  the  Earl,  jealous  of  tkofe 
about  lum,  and  not  caring  to  tru&  any  one  o£  them  with  it,  as  he 
vras  looking  out  of  his  window  one  morning,  faw  a  boy,  wjth 
whofe  appearance  he  was  pleafed ;  and,  engaging  \i\m  by  money 
and  promiies,  dire^ed  him  .to  carry  the  ring,  which  he  took 
iboai  his  finger,  and  threw  down,  to  Lady  Scraope,  a  fitter  of 
the  counteis  of  Nottingham^  and  a  friend  of  his  Lordfhip,  who 
attended  upon  the  Queen ;  and  to  beg  of  her,  that  fhe  would 
prefent  it  to  her  Majefty.  The  boy,  by  mifbke,  carried  it  to 
Lady  Ihttingb^M^  who  (hewed  it  to  her  hufband,  the  Admiral, 
an  enemy  of  Lord  EJfex^  in  order  to  take  his  advice.  The  Ad- 
flural  forbid  her  to  carry  it,  or  return  any  axifwer  to  themefiage; 
bat  infixed  upon  her  keeping  the  ring. 

The  Countefs  of  Nottingham  having  made  this  difcovery, 
begged  the  Qaeen's  forgivenefs ;  but  her  Majefly  anfwered,  God 
may  firgi^e  you,  bvt  I  never  can ;  and  left  the  room  with  great 
emotion.  Her  mind  was  £o  ftruck  with  this  ilory,  that  (he  newer 
went  into  bed,  nor  took  any  fuftenance,  from  that  inflant :  fpr 
Camden  is  of  opinion,  p.  803.  that  her  chief  reafon  for  fufFering 
the  Earl  to  be  executed,  was  liis  fuppofed  obftinacy,  in  not  ap« 
plying  to  her  for  mercy. 
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to  go  tp  Chapel  the  next  morning.  The  next 
day,  all  things  being  in  a  readinefs,  we  long  ex- 
pefted  her  coming.  After  eleven  a-clock  one 
^^  of  the  Grooms  came  out,  and  bade  make  ready 
*^  for  the  private  clofct ;  ftie  would  not  go  to  the 
*'  great.  There  we  ftaid  long  for  her  coming ;  but 
•*  at  the  laft  (he  had  cufliions  laid  for  her  in  the  Pri- 
*'  vy-chamber,  hard  by  the  dofet-door,  and  there 
fhe  heard  Service.  From  that  day  forwards  fhe 
grew  worfe  and  worfe.  She  remained  upon  her 
^^  cufhions  four  days  and  nights  at  the  lead :  all 
about  her  could  not  perfuade  her  either  to  take 
any  fuftenance,  or  go  to  bed.  I,  hearing  that 
neither  her  phyficians,  nor  none  about  her,  could 
perfuade  her  to  take  any  courfe  for  her  iafety, 
''  feared  her  death  would  fbon  after  enfue.  I  could 
^^  not  but  think  in  what  a  wretched  eftate  I  fhould 
*'  be  left,  moft  of  my  livelihood  depending  on  her 
«  life.  And  hereupon  I  bethought  myfelf,  with 
*'  what  grace  and  favour  I  was  ever  received  of  the 
*'  King  of  Scots^  whenfoever  1  was  fent  to  him.  I 
*'  did  aflure  myfelf,  it  was  neither  unjuft  nor  unho* 
*'  nefl-  for  me  to  do  for  myfelf,  if  God,  at  that  time, 
•*  fliould  call  her  to  his  mercy.  Hereupon  I  wrote 
*'  to  the  King  of  Scots  (knowing  him  to  be  the  right 
**  Heir  to  the  Crown  of  England^)  and  certified 
«'  him,  in  what  ftate  her  Majefty  was.  I  delired  him 
**  not  to  ftir  from  Edinburgh :  If  of  that  (icknefs 
*^  fhe  fhould  die,  I  would  be  the  firft  man  ihouki 
**  bring  him  news  of  it. 

**  The  Queen  grew  worfe  and  worfe,  becaufe  fhe 
"  would  be  fo  ;  none  about  her  being  able  to  per- 
"  fuade  her  to^o  to  bed.  My  Lord  Admiral  was 
**  fent  for  (who,  by  reafon  of  my  fitter's  death,  that 
"  was  his  wife,  had  abfented  himfelf  fome  fortnight 
*'  from  Court ;)  what  by  fair  means,  what  by  force, 
**  he  got  her  to  bed.  There  was  no  hope  of  htr 
^'  recovery,  becaufe  fhe  rcfufed  all  remecUes.     On 
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tf^eimfdaf  morning,  the  23d  of  Marcbj  (he  gre\r 
fpeechleis.    That  afternoon,  by  figns,  ihe  called 
**  for  her  Council,  and,  by  putting  her  hand  to  her 
^  head,  when  the  King  of  Scois  was  named  to  fuc* 
**  ceed  Jier,  diey  all  knew  he  was  the  Man  Jhe  de- 
^^  fired  ihould  reign  after  her.    About  fix  at  jiight 
f  ^  flie  made  figns  for  the  Archbiihop,  and  her  Chap- 
''  lainSy  to  come  to  her;   at  which  time  I  went  in 
^^  with' them,  and  lat  upon  my  knees,  full  of  tears, 
5*  to  fee  that  heavy  fight.    Her  Majefty  lay  upon 
^  her  back)  with  one  hand  in  the  bed,  and  the  other 
*^  without*    The  ArchbUhop  kneeled  down  by  her, 
*^  and  examined  her  firfl:  of  her  faith  ;  and  file  fo 
*^  pufaftually  anfwered  all  his  feveral  queftions,  lift* 
<*  iqg  up  her  eyes,  and  holding  up  her  hand,  as  it 
**  was  a  comfort  to  all  the  beholders.     Then  the 
*^  good  man  told  her  plainly,  what  fiie  was,  and 
^^  what  flic  was  to  come  to ;   and  though  fiie  had 
**  been  long  a  great  Queen  here  upon  earth,  yet 
^*  fiiordy  ihe  was  to  yield  an  account  of  her  fteward- 
<«  fliip  to  the  King  of  Kings.    After  this  he  began 
**  to  pray,  and  all,  that  were  by,  did  anfwer  him. 
**  After  fa^  had  continued  long  in  prayer,  till  the 
<«  old  man's  knees  were  weary,  he  blef&d  her,  and 
^Npieant  to  rife,  and  leave  hen   The  Queen  made  a 
*^  fijgn  with  her  hand.     My  filler  Scroope^  knowing 
**  hit  meaning,  told  the  Bifhop,  the  Qaeen  defired 
<*  he  fixould  pray  ftill.    He  did  fo  for  a  long  half  an 
"  hour  aiter,  and  then  thought  to  leave  her.    The 
^*  iecond  time  flie  made  fign  to  have  him  continue 
**  in  prayer :  He  did  lb  for  half  an  hour  more,  with 
*^  aies  to  God  for  her  foul's  health,  which  he  utter^ 
**  ed  with  that  fervency  of  fpiric,  as  the  Queen,  to 
**  all  our  light,  much  rejoiced  thereat,  and  gave 
*'  teftimony  to  us  all,  of  her  Chriftian  and  comfort- 
*^  able  end.    By  this  time  it  grew  late,  and  every. 
*'  one  departed,  all  but  her  women,  that  attended 

**  her. 
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**  This,  that  I  heard  with  my  ears,  and  dkl  (ee 
^^  with  my  eye$,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  fet  down, 
*^  and  to  affirm  it  for  a  truth,  upon  the  faith  of  a 
<^  Chriftian  \  becaufe  I  know  there  have  been  many 
^^  faile  lyes  reported  of  the  end  and  death  of  that 
"  good  Lady. 

^'  I  went  to  my  lodging,  and  left  word  with  one 
^*  in  the  Cofferer's  chamber,  to  call  me,  if  that  night 
^^  it  was  thought  (he  would  die ;  and  gave  the  porter 
*^  an  angel  to  let  me  in  at  any  time  when  I  called. 
*'  Between  one  and  two  of  the  clock,  on  Tbttrfday 
^^  morning,  he,  that  I  left  in  the  CoflFerer's  chamber, 
^'  brought  me  word  the  Queen  was  dead.    I  rofe, 
/^  and   made  all  hafte    to    the   gate  to  get  in. 
*^  There  I  was  anfwered,  I  could  not  enter ;  the 
^^  Lords  of  the  Council  having  been  widi  him,  and 
^*  commanded  him,  that  none  fhould  go  in  and  cot 
«<  but  by  wanant  from  them.    At  the  very  inftant 
*^  one  of  the  Council  (the  Comptroller)  aflced,  whe- 
^'  ther  I  was  at  the  gate  i  I  faid,  Tes.    He  faid  to 
^'  me,  If  I  pleaied,  he  would  let  me  in.    I  delired 
to  know  how  the  Queen  did  ?  He  anfwered,  Prei^ 
ty  well.    I  bade  him,  Good-mght.    He  replied, 
"  and  faid.  Sir,  if  you  will  come  in,  I  will  ^vc  you 
^^  my  word  and  credit,  you  (hall  go  out  agam  at 
*«  your  own  pleafure.    Upon  his  word  I  entered  the 
<*  gate,  came  up  to  the  Cofferer's  chamber,  where 
^*  I  found  all  the  Ladies  weeping  bitterly^    He  led 
^^  me  from  thence  into  the  Privy*chamber,  where  all 
*^  the  Council  was  affembled.    There  I  was  caught 
*^  hold  of,  and  aflured,  I  fhould  not  go  for  Scotland 
till  their  pleafure  were  farther  known.    1  told 
them,  Icameonpurpofe  to  that  end.  From  thence 
*'  they  all  went  to  the  Secretary's  chamber ;  and, 
**  as  they  went,  they  gave  e^ecial  command  to  the 
^'  porters,  l^hat  none  fhould  go  out  of  the  gate,  but 
"  fuch  fervants,  as  they  fhould  fend  to  prepare  their 
«*  €oaches  and  horfcs  for  London.    There  was  I  left 
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^*  in  the  midft  of  the  court  to  think  my  bwn 
**  thoughts,  till  they  had  done  counciL  I  went  to 
**  my  brother's  chamber,  who  was  ih  bed,  having 
•*  been  over- watched  ipahy  nights  before.  I  got 
•'  him  up  with  all  fptcd  ;  and  when  the  Council's 
*•  men  wete  going  out  of  the  gate,  my  brothel*  thrtift 
•*  to  the  gate.  The  porter,  knowing  him  to  be  a 
**  great  officer,  let  him  out.  I  preffed  after  him, 
**  and  was  ftaid  by  the  porter.  My  brother  angrily 
•*  laid  to  the  porter.  Lit  bim  out :  t will  anfcoer for 
•*  bim.  Whereupon  I  Was  IbfFered  to  pals,  which  I 
*•  was  not  a  little  glad  of.  I  got  to  horfe,  and  rode 
•*  to  the  Knight-marfhaPs  lodging  by  Charing-'crofs^ 
*•  and  there  ftaid  till  the  Lords  came  to  Whitehall 
**  garden.  I  ftaid  there  till  it  was  nine  a-clock  in 
*^  the  morning ;  and,  hearing,  that  all  the  Lords  were 
•*  in  the  old  Orchard  at  Whitehall^  1  fcnt  the  Mar- 
**  fhal  to  tell  them,  that  I  had  ftaid  all  that  while 
•'to  know  their  pleafures ;  and  that  I  would  attend 
**  them,  if  they  would  command  me  any  fcrvice. 
**  They  were  very  glad,  wheA  they  heard  I  was  not 
**  gone  ;  and  defired  the  Marfhal  to  fehd  for  me,  and 
•*  I  (hould,  with  all  fpced^  be  difpatched  for  Scotland. 
•*  The  Marfhal  believed  them,  and  fent  Sir  Arthur 
**  Savage  for  me.  1  made  haile  to  them.  One  of 
•*  the  Council  (my  Lord  of  Banbury  that  now  is) 
**  whifpered  the  Marfhal  in  the  ear,  and  told  him, 
**  if  1  came,  they  would  ftay  hie,  and  lend  fomc 
•*  other  in  my  fte^.  The  Marfhal  got  from  them, 
*•  ahd  mfet  me  coming  to  them  between  the  two 
**  gates.  He  bad  me  oe  gone;  for  he  had  learned 
^  for  certain,  that^  if  I  came  to  them,  they  would 
»!F*  betray  me.  I  returned,  and  took  horfe  between 
**  nine  and  ten  a-clock,  and  that  night  I  rode  to  Don- 
**  cafier.  The  Friday  night  I  came  to  my  owa 
*•  houfe  to  Wetherington^  and  prcfcntly  took  order 
«•  "Vrith  'my  Deputies  to  fee  the  borders  kept  in  quiet  -, 
*•  which  tliey  had  much  to  do  •,   and  gave  order, 
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that,  the  next  morning,  the  King  of  Scotland  fliould 
be  proclaimed  King  of  England^  &c.  at  Morpeth 
and  Alnewick.  Very  early,  on  Saturday^  1  took 
horfe  for  Edinburgby  and  came  to  Norbam  about 
twelve  at  noon  ;  fo  that  I  might  well  have  been 
with  the  King  by  fupper-dme :  but  I  got  a  great 
fall  by  the  way,  and  my  horfe,  with  one  w  his 
heels,  gave  me  a  great  blow  on  the  head,  that 
made  me  (hed  much  blood.  It  made  me  fo  weak, 
that  I  was  forced  to  ride  a  loft  pace  after  -,  lb  that 
the  King  was  newly  gone  to  bed  by  that  time  I 
knocked  at  the  gate.  I  was  quickly  let  in,  and 
carried  up  to  the  King's  chamber,  I  kneeled  by 
him,  and  faluted  him  by  his  title  of  England^  Scoh 
landy  France^  and  Ireland.  He  gave  me  his  hand 
to  kifs,  and  bad  me  welcome.  After  he  had  long 
difcourfed  of  the  manner  of  the  Queen's  fickneis, 
and  of  h^r  death,  he  alked^  wha^  letters  I  had 
from  the  Council  ?  I  told  him,  none ;  and  acquaint- 
cd  him  bow  narrowly  I  efcaped  from  them  •,  and 
yet  I  had  brought  him  a  blue  ring  from  a  fair  La* 
dy  (b)^  that  i  hoped  would  give  him  aflurance  of 
the  truth,  that  I  had  reported.  He  took  it,  and 
looked  upon  it,  and  faid,  //  is  enough  ;  I  know  ly 
this  you. are  a9true  meffinger.  Then  he  commit- 
ted me  to  the  charge  of  my  Lord  Hume^  and 
gave  ftrait  command,  that  I  (hould  want  nothing. 
He  fent  for  his  chirurgeons  to  attend  me  i  and, 
when  I  kiiTed  his  hand  at  my  departure,  he  faid 
to  me  thefe  gracious  wcwds :  /  know  you  have  lofti 
a  near  Kinfwoman^  and^  a  loving  Mijlrefs :  but 
take  here  my  band  \  I  will  be  as  good  a  Mafter  to 

(I)  Lady  ElixMhtth  Spelman  ufed  to  relate,  that  the  La4x 
Scroefe,  who  waited  upon  the  Queen  in  her  laft  moments,  as  Toon 
as  her  Majefly  expired,  threw  this  ring  out  of  the  windbw  to  her 
brother,  which  appears  to  have  been  a  token  agreed  apoa  be- 
tween her  and  the  King  of  Scoti,  us  the  notice  of  the  Qnecn^t 
death. 
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**  yWj  and  m/l  requite  this  fervice  with  honour  and 
•*  reward.** 

The  charaftet  of  .Queen  Elizaheth  ♦  in  general 

has 

•  The  learned  reader  will  not  perhaps  be  difplcafed  to  fee  a 
very  lively  and  accurate  defcription  of  her  Majefty  by  Paulus 
Hentxturui,  a  German  civilian,  who  faw  her,  and  the  Court  of 
Greeipwich^  in  1598.  and  whofc //wr«rf  ir«r  Germanic ^GullU^ 
Angltic^  Italiofy  printed  at  Brejlanv  in  161 7.  in  410,  is  to  be  met 
with  in  but  few  of  the  Libraries  of  England.    Under  the  6th  of 
Stftanher  1598.  M  5.  our  traveller  writes  as  follows,  p.  134-^ 
X  36.  **  Venimus  deinde  ad  arcem  regxzxa  Gron^dge^  ieu  Grw 
**  vf^fvulgodidtam.  In  camera  [pradenutionis]  praeilolkban- 
tur  Reginam  Epifcopi  Cantuarienfis  &  Londinenfxs,  Confi- 
liarii,  OfEciarii,  &  Nobilcs  in  magno  numero.  Poftea  cum  ho- 
lia  precom  inibret,  Regina  ex  fuo  condavi  prodiit  tali  cum 
•*  cdmitatu :  Praeibant  Nobiles,  Barones,  Comitcs,  &  Equites 
*•  Ordinis  Pcrifcclidis,  omnes  fplendide  veftiti,  &  capite  dete£lo. 
*•  Proxime  antecedebant  duo,  alter  qui  Sccptrum  Regni,  alter 
•*  qui  Gladiam  in  Vagina  rubra  aureis  liliis  diftinfta  recondi* 
^  torn,  cafpide  furfom  ver{a,  porubat,  inter  quos.medius  pro-' 
**  eedebat  Mi^oa  Anglis  Cancellarius,  Sigillum  Regni  in  mar- 
**  fupio  holoferico  rubro  gerens.  Hos  fequebatur  Regina,  statis, 
•*  oti  rumor  erat,  LXV  annorum,  magna  cum  majefhite,  facie 
^  oblongi  8c  Candida,  fed  rugofa,  ocuUs  parvis,  fed  nigris  &  gra- 
«<  dofis,  nafo  paululam  inflexo,  labiis  compreffis,  dentibus  full- 
<'  ginofis  (qood  vitium  ex  nimio  faccari  afu  Anglos  contrahere 
**  yeri£mile  eft)»  inaures  habens  duas  margaritis  appends,  cri- 
**  nem  fulvum,  fed  faditium.     Capiti  impofita  erat  parva  qux* 
^  dam  corona,  quae  ex  particula  auri  celeberrimae  illius  tabula 
**  Lunaeburgenfis  fa£la  eiTe  perhibetur.  PeAore  erat  nuda,  quod 
^  virginitatis  apud  Anglas  Nobiles  fignum  eft ;  nam  maritatae 
•*  funt  teto.    Collum  torques  gemmis  nobiliffimis  refcrtus  cir- 
*  cumdabator.  Manus  erant  graciles,  digiti  longiufculi ;  ftatu- 
•*  ra  corporis  mcdiocris.     Jn  inceffu  magnifica,  verbis  blanda  & 
••  human^fiima.  Induta  forte  turn  temporis  erat  vcfte  fcrica  alba, 
"  CQJus  Oram  margaritas  pretiofiffimas  iabarum  magnitudine  de- 
"  corabant,  toga  lupcrinjcfta  ex  ferico  nigro,  cui  argentea  fila 
**  admifta,  cum  cauda  longiflima,  quam  MarchioniiTa  pone  fe- 
**  quens  a  pofteriore  parte  elevatam  geftabat.    Collare  habebat 
«*  oblongum  vice  catenae,  gemmis  &  auro  fulgens.     Tum  cum 
**  taH  hi  pompi  &  magnificentii  incederat,  nmic  cum  hoc,  mox 
**  com  alio  loquebatur  pefhumaniter,  qui  vel  Legationis  vel  al- 
**  terius  rci  caufa  eo  venerant,  utens  nunc  Materno,  nunc  Galli- 
<*  cOf  nunc  Italico  idiomate.    Nax^  praeterquam  quod  Gracce  U 
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has  been  the  fubje^  of  fo  many  writers,  that,  to  at^ 
tempt  it  again,  would  be  extremely  fupcrfluous^ 
chough  their  induftry  and  fagacity  have  not  fq  fa^ 
exhauded  ir,  as  not  to  leave  fome  particulars  too  in- 
diftindtly  marked,  or  intirely  untouched.  Her  oecoT 
nomy  and  frugality  have  been  the  reigning  topics  of 
panegyric  on  her  memory.  But  thefe  virtues  fcem, 
on  fome  occafions,  to  have  been  carried  to  excels ; 
and  her  bacl^wardnefs,  ii>  making  the  proper  and  re- 
gular remittance^  to  her  Miniftefs  in  foreign  coun- 
tries+,  and  fcrupling  even  the  trifling  expenccs  of 
pofts  and  couriers  *,  frequently  difabled  them  from 
procuring  or  communicating  fuch  intelligence,  as 
was  of  the  u^mplt  importance  \o  the  intereft  and  fafe- 
ty  of  her  Crown  and  the  Nation.  Her  parfimony  of 
the  public  money,  in  moft  other  rclpedls,  gained  her 
juftly  the  afFeftion  of  her  people,  and  gaye  her  an 
authority  over  her  Parliaments,  almpft  without  con* 
troul.  For,  as  fhe  had  little  to  aflc  of  them,  and  faith- 
fully and  judidoufly  applied  what  was  given ;  (he 
ventured  to  treat  them  with  a  fuperiority,  which, 
under  a  lefs  approved  reign,  like  that  pf  her  fiic- 
ceflbr,  would  fcarce  have  been  endpred.  And, 
as  (he  called  them  chiefly  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
public  fupplies^i  (be  fufFered  them  to  continue  toge- 


Latine  eleganter  efi.  (toda,  t^net,  altra  jam  memorata  idio* 
mata,  ctiam  Hifpanicam,  Scoticuin»  &  Belgicum.  Omncs  iU 
'*  lam  alioquentes  pedibas  flexis  id  fadnnt,  quorum  aliquos  ^- 
**  terdum  manu  elevare  folet.  Hos  inter  forte  turn  erat  Baro 
**  quidam  Bohemus  Gulielmus  Slavrata  nomine^  Regmx  literas 
f'  afferens,  cui  manum  dextram,  chirotheca  detrada,  annolis  & 
lapidlbuB  pre^iofiirimis  fplendentem,  pprrexic  ofculandamy 
quod  maximum  infignis  Clementine  fignum  eft.  In  tranfita 
quocunque  faciero  vertit,  omnes  in  genua  prpcidunt.  Seqae- 
'f  bantur  Gynasceom  ex  Comitiffis,  BaronifliSy  &  Nobilibus  foe- 
minis  fumma  pulchritndine  Sc  fbrm&  excellentibus  conflans, 
f  8c  maxiiqa  ex  parte  vefiimentis  albicans.  Ab  utroque  latere 
f  comitabantur  eam  Satellites  nobiles  cum  Haitis  deauratia^ 
t  quorum  quinquaginta  funt  numero.** 

f  SeeaJ^ve,^.  ii^  20,  z\,        *  S^above^p.  21. 
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ther  but  for  a  fhort  ipace,  and  reftraincdTthem  from 
deviating  into  any  debates  upon  the  great  meafures 
of  Government,  which  flxe  infifted  upon  as  her  in- 
communicable Prerogauve :  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
anticipated  all  their  intended  complaints  and  griev- 
ances by  redreffing  them  herielf  ^  of  which  (he  gave 
an  eminent  inflance  in  the  fuppreflion  of  the  mono- 
polies, one  of  the  laft  ads  of  her  glorious  reign. 

ficT  ftyle,  in  all  her  letters^  was  fupported  by  an 
air  of  Majefty,  peculiar  to  her  in  all  heradhons :  But 
ber  ikili  in  the  learned  languages,  to  a  degree  un- 
common in  her  fex,  and  which  would  have  been 
a  diftin£tion  in  the  opher,  gave  it  a  tindhire  of  pe- 
dantry and  aflFoftatipn,  which  was  more  fuitable  to 
the  tafte  of  the  next  age,  than  the  clalfical  purity  of 
her  own,  which  produced  jfewel^  Hooker,  Sidnrf^ 
and  Rakgb. 

Her  talents  in  converfation  were  great  and  various : 
She  could  defcend  to  the  utmoft  familiarity,  without 
lofing  her  dignity ;  and,  by  adapting  herfelf  to  the 
temper  and  humour  of  thofe,  who  had  accefs  to  her, 
gained  an  intire  pendant  over  them^ 

But,  with  qualifications,  which  would  have 
adorned  the  greateft  of  men,  (he  had  one  of  the 
lowed  weakneiles  of  a  woman,  an  unconquerable 
ipirit  of  fantaftic  coquetry ;  which  continued  with  her 
to  the  laft ;  and  which  indeed  Ihe  fometimes  made 
ufe  of  for  her  political  purpofes. 

The  Roman  Catholics  in  general  write  and  ipeak 
of  her  with  horror,  as  the  great  perfccutor  of  their 
Reli^on.  But  their  reprefentations,  in  that  point, 
are  not  to  be  regarded ;  fince  the  laws,  which  fhe 
enaAed  and  executed  ag^nft  thofe  of  that  party, 
were  not  at  all  intended  againft  their  profeflfion,  as  a 
ipheme  of  fuperftition ;  but  were  a  neceflfary  fecurity 
^  her  perfon  and  government,  which  had  been  pro-' 
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fcribed  by  the  Pope,  and  attacked  both  privately  and 
publicly  by  his  bigotted  followers  *. 

Her  Minifters  were  abfolutcly  of  her  own  cbcMCe  i 
and  their  charafters  and  condu<^  were  fuch,  that  no- 
thing can  be  more  juft,  than  what  Mr,  fFalkr  6b- 
fcrved  of  her  to  King  James  II.  who,  in  dimifindon 
of  her  perfonal  merit,  allowed  her  to  have  an  able 
Council :  To  which  he  replied,  with  his  ufual  vivacitjr, 
Jnd  when  did  your  Majefty  ever  know  a  foolijb  Prince 
ie  chufe  a  wife  one  ? 

The  death  of  the  Queen  gave  great  concern  to  th* 
King  of  France^  and  the  States  General,  who  were 
both  apprehenfive,  that  her  Succ^flRyr  might  be  gain- 
ed by  the  Spaniard  to  abandon  the  latter.  To  pre- 
vent which,  as  well  as  to  congratulate  the  new  King 
upon  his  acceflion  to  the  Throne ;  the  States  fent,  as 
Embafladors  to  him,  Count  Henry  Frederick  Naffau^ 
the  younger  fpn  of  William^  the  firft  Prince  of 
Orange^  Monfr.  de  Brederode^  Monfr.  Barneveldf^ 
and  Jaco}?  Falckf  Treafurer  of  Zealand ;  who  canie 
to  London  on  the  14th  of  May  1603,  eight  days^ 
after  the  King's  arrival  there  (a).  But  they  met  with 
a  very  indifferent  reception  from  the  King,  who  ne- 
ver fpakc  of  them  but  with  reproaches  and  contempt; 
jmd  called  them  by  no  other  name  than  that  of  re- 
bels to  their  Prince  (b)^  till  the  coming  over  of  Afa- 
ximi/ian  ie  Betbune^  Maitjuis  de  Rofm^  afterwatxis 
Duke  de  Sully ^  whp  was  fent  to  England  by  Henry  IV. 
not  only  to  congratulate  King  James^  but  aUb  to 
prevent  him  from  being  engaged  by  the  King  of 
Spain ;  and  to  renew  the  defenfive  alliance,  which 

*  Tbis  point  is  proTed>  witk  great  force  and  cleanids»  by  two 
of  the  greatefl  men  of  the  age,  the  Lord  Treafurer  Bttrgblij  in 
his  difcourfe,  intituled,  The  exicution  ofjufiice  in  England,  no^ 
fir  Religion^  hut  for  Treafini  and  Sir  Francis  Bacon^  m  his  O^- 
ftr<oations  ufon  a  UM. 

(m)  Meteren,  L,  xxv.  fol.  5^0,  531 .  {h\  Memoires  ou 

Peconomies  royales  &c.  de  Henry  le  Grand,  par  Maximilian  d« 
$etl>une«  Dqc  de  Sully,  Part.  II.  Tom.  Ill  p.  370. 
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had  been  made  with  Queen  Elizahtb  (c).  The 
Marquis,  among  his  inftrudions,  had  exprefs  orders 
from  the  King  his  Matter  to  appear  in  mourning, 
with  all  his  train,  at  his  iirft  audience :  but  he  was 
told,  that  this  would  difoblige  King  James y  who 
would  not  fufFer  his  fiibje£b  to  wear  mourning  for 
the  deceafed  Queen  (d)i  for  whofe  memory  the 
King  afiefted  to  fhew  the  greateft  contempt ;  boaft* 
ing  to  the  Marquis,  that,  for  feveral  years  before 
that  Queen's  death,  it  was  he,  properly,  who  go- 
verned England^  having  gained  all  her  Minifters,  who 
did  nothing  but  by  his  direftions  *.  The  Marquis, 
19^10  arrived  at  London  about  the  8  th  of  June  1603, 
by  his  addreis  and  flatteries  to  King  James^  gained 
fech  an  aicendant  over  him,  as  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  fign  a  tr^ty  Mi'ith  the  King  of  France^  on  the  25tb 
ef  tl^t  month  {e) ;  upon  which  the  Marquis  returned 
to  France  ^  and  it  was  not  till  after  his  departure  from 
Englandj  that  Count  Arembergj  who  was  fent  Em- 
baflkdor  to  King  James  from  the  Archduke  Albert^ 
and  the  Infanta  Ifabella^  had  audience  of  his  Majefty, 
bein^  fick,  or  pretending  to  be  fo,  during  the  Mar- 
quis^ ftay  in  England^ 

Mr.  EdmotideSj  in  the  beginning  of  this  Reign, 
appears  to  have  been  neglefted,  and  his  fervices  not 
rewarded  as  he  expefted;  nor  was  he  treated  in  the 
manner,  in  which  his  great  knowledge  in  the  affairs 
cf  France  deferved ;  which  he  could  not  avoid  com- 
plaining of  to  his  old  acquaintance  the  Marquis  of 
Rofny  at  Greenwich^  on  the  1 5th  of  June  1 60^. 
when  the  latter  had  his  fecond  audience  of  the  King 
(f).  However,  he  was  knighted  by  his  Majefty  on  the 
?oth  of  Jl%  that  year ;  and,  upon  the  conclufion  of  the 

(r)  Ibid. p.  293-^317.  Edit.  Rouen  1663.  {d)  Ibid.  p.  338. 
&  381,  382.  •  Ibid.  p.  4.29.         (#;  Ibid  p.  543—548. 
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peace  with  Spain^  on  the  i8th  tA  Augufi  1604.  he 
was  defigned.  to  be  fent  Embaflfador  to  the  Arch- 
duke at  Brujfels  (g) ;  and,  in  September  that  year, 
Mr.  Ralph  fFinwood  wrote  to  him  from  the  Hague 
(b)  in  thcfc  terms :  ^^  I  hear,  by  many  of  our  good 
friends,  you  are  to  be  mine  antagoniil  with  die 
Archduke;  and  from  Antwerp  it  is  advertifcd, 
that  daily  you  are  attended  ac  Brujfels.*^  But,  on 
the  15th  of  November  following,  the  iame  Gende- 
man  wrote  to  him  again  from  the  Hague  (i) :  ^  We 
**  are  forry  here  to  underftand,  that  your  voyage 
•*  into  Flanders  is  no  more  cert^n,  for  the  hopes  we 
•*  had  to  receive  many  good  offices  from  you  of 
*'  kindnefs  and  favour/*  But,  the  next  month,  he 
began  to  make  provifion  for  his  journey  (k) ;  and, 
in  January  1604-5.  obtained  the  full  allowance  of 
Emballador,  with  a  promife  to  have  that  mended  (/) ; 
and,  about  the  fame  time,  Edward  Earl  of  Hert- 
ford accepted  of  the  charge  of  Embaffador  Extra- 
ordinary to  take  the  Archduke's  oath  to  the  peace  (m). 
On  the  23d  of  March  following,  N.  S.  the  Audicncer, 
Verreykenj  wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  from  Bruf- 
fels  (n\  in  anfwer  to  one  of  Sir  ^!nomas'%  of  the  20th 
of  February  J  congratulating  him  upon  his  being  ap- 
pointed EmbalTador  to  th^t  Court ;  and  reprefenting 
the  fatisfaftion,  which  it  gave  to  the  Archduke,  and 
the  whole  Court.  In  the  beginning  of  that  month  of 
March,  Sir  Thomas  went  to  tlje  North,  in  order  to 
take  his  leave  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  {0)  9  at 

ig)  Six  Henry  Nivi/Iis  Ittter  to  Mr.  fFinnvooJ,  Londott,  iptk 
Jftf;  1604.    f^imvooJ^s  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  26.  (b)  Sir 

Tho.  Edmrules*^  MS.  State-papers,  Vol.  II.  p.  717.  (/)  Ibid. 
P  709.  (i)  Mr  John  M^ris  letter  to  Mr.  Wimvooily  Londn, 
2ift  Dicemher  1604.  Wi«uMo£%  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  42* 
(i^  Mr.  DuMiyC(triet9ti'$ltUtr  to  Mr.  IVivwocd  from  Lcm^^jfa' 
nuary  1604.  Ibid.  p.  4;.         [m)  Ibid.  {n)  Sit  Thmas  Ed- 

moMdis^i  MS.  State-papers,  Vol.  III.  p.  163.  {0)  Mr.  D> 

Cmr/tton  to  Mr.  fTinwoody  Gretfnvicb^  loitkMarcb  1 664.  ^1*- 
fuj^^  Memorials,  Vol.  II,  p.  52. 
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(he  Earl  of  Hertford  3i\d  he  did  likewifc  of  the  King  in 
the  beginning  oi  April  1605  {p) ;  Sir  Thomas  having 
firft  obtained  rhc  reverfion  of  the  place  of  Maftcr  of 
the  Crown-office  (j)  i  and,  on  the  19th  of  thai; 
month,  he  fct  put  with  the  Earl  on  their  Embafly  (r). 
The  Earl,  having  difpatched  %s  bufinefs  at  Bruf- 
felsy  in  receiving  the  Archduke's  oath  to  confirm  the 
peace,  went  from  thence  to  j^werpy  whither  Sir 
fbomm  Edtnondes  attended  him  ;  and,  on  the  14th 
of  Mof  1605.  wrote  from  thence  to  Secretary  Cecily 
juft  then  created  Earl  of  Sali/buryy  that  he  hoped, , 
that  the  Earl  of  Hertford  "  wpuld  bring  full  fatif* 
^'  faction  in  all  things  concerning  his  charge  ;  and 
^*  that  his  Lord  (hip  had,  in  all  other  circumftances^ 
^^  performed  his  Legation,  to  his  Majefty's  great 
honour,  as  a  worthy  and  magnificent  Minifter  of 
his  Majefty  (j)  /'  for  his  Lordfhip  had  made  a  rate 
pf  expence  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  befides  the  King's 
allowance  (/) :  And  this  expence  he  thought  fuch  a 
merit,  that  afterwards,  upon  the  determination  of  a 
difference  between  him  and  the  Lord  Monteagle^  ii^ 
which  the  Earl  of  Salt/bury^  and  others,  were  arbi* 
uators,  and  determined  in  favour  of  ;he  latter ;  the 
£arl  of  Hertford  could  not  forbear  faying,  th^t  he 
ezpefted  better  ufage,  ^n  relpeft  not  only  of  his 
caufe,  but  of  his  expence  and  fervice  in  his  Embaf- 
fy  («).  To  which  the  E^rl  of  Salisbury  anfwered, 
that,  confideriog  how  things  ftood  between  his  Mar 

{f)  Mr.  Packer  sa\d  Mr.  Samml  Cahvert  to  Mr.  Wimuooi^  IaiJ. 
6  Afr.  1605.  Ibid.  p.  56,  57.  (^)  Ibid.  p.  58.  .  Tr)  Cam- 
deni  Annalca  Jacobi  1.  p. 4.  (i)  Sir  Tho.Eilmondts^  MS.  State- 
papers.  Vol.  111.  p.  204.  (t)  Mt.  I>udliy,Carleton  to  Mr! 
WimuQoi^  11th  March  1604.  WinwooiTs  Memorials,  p.  52. 
(u)  Letters  to  feveral  perfons  of  Hoaour,  writ^  by  John 
pQtme,  fometime  Dean  of  St.  PauTs,  Lendcn^  P  214,  215.  Edit. 
Land,  1 65 1,  4to.  The  letter,  here  quoted*  was  written  to  ^ir 
JSbnr  Gomr^;  but  has  no  date. 
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Jefty  and  the  houfc  of  Hertford  (w)  at  the  King's 
entrance^  the  King  had  done  him  efpecial  favour,  in 
that  employment  of  honour  and  confidence,  by  de- 
claringy  by  fo  public  and  great  an  a£t  and  teftimony, 
that  he  had  no  ill  affeftions  towards  him.  The 
Earl  of  Hertford  replied,  that  he  was  then  and  ever 
an  honeft  man  to  the  King :  And  the  Earl  of  Salif- 
tury  denied  not  that  •,  but  yet  Iblemnly  repeated  his 
firft  words  ;  fo  that  the  Earl  of  Hertford  feemed  not 
to  make  anfwer ;  but,  purfuing  his  own  words,  (aid, 
that  whofoever  denied  him  to  have  been  an  honeft 
man  to  the  King,  lyed.  The  Earl  of  Salisbury  aflc- 
cd  him,  if  he  direftcd  that  upon  him  ?  The  other 
replied,  upon  any,  who  denied  this.  The  earneftnefs 
of  both  was  fuch,  as  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  accepted 
it  to  himielf ;  and  made  proteftadon  before  the 
Lords  prefent,  that  he  would  do  nothing  elie,  till 
he  had  honourably  put  off  that  lye  \  and,  within  an 
hour  after,  fcnt  the  Earl  of  Hertford  a  direft  chal- 
lenge by  Ws  fervant  Mr.  Kuigbtley.  The  Earl  of 
Hertford  reqmred  only  an  hour's  leifure  of  confider* 
ation  (to  inform  himfelf,  as  it  was  faid,  of  the  efpe- 
cial dan^r  of  dealing  fo  with  a  Privy-counfellor)  ; 
add  then  returned  his  acceptance  of  the  challenge : 
And  all  circumftances  were  fo  clearly  handled  be- 
tween them,  that  St.  James*s  was  agreed  for  the 
place  5  and  they  were  bpth  come  from  their  feveral 
lod^gs;  and  upon  the  way  to  have  met,  when  they 
were  interrupted  by  the  perfons,  who  .were  fent  by 
the  King  to  prevent  the  mifchief,  which  otherwife 
might  have  followed. 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  ibon  after  his  arrival  at 
Brujfels^  wrote  to  Secretary  Cecily  then  Lord  Vif- 
count  Cranbomey  a  charaAer  of  the  Marquis  Ambrth 

(ov)  The  Earl  had  married  the  Lady  Caibttrine  Grey^  £Aer 
to  Lady  Jaiie  Grtfy  neariy  related  to  the  Crown. 
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JU  SptMldj  the  celebrated  Genoefe  General,  who  had 
been  appointed  Camp-mailer  General  and  Governor 
of  all  the  Spanijb  forces  in  the  Low  Coimfriesj  upon 
the  redufliion  of  Oftend  in  September  1604  (y).     It  is 
generally  confejfed^  lays  Sir  Thomas^  in  his  letter  from 
Brufels  of  the  3d  of  May  (z),  that  there  do  concur 
many  good  parts  in  bim  [Spinola]  both  for  being  very 
valiant  o{  bis  perfon^  and  likewife  a^ive  and  induf- 
trious ;  and  that  be  is  very  well  Jkilled  in  matters  of 
accompt^  and  tberewitb  alfo  bath  pur  chafed  himfilf 
great  Love  by  bis  liberality.    But  they  hold  bim  to  be 
as  yet  very  much  unexperienced  to  conduct  the  wars ; 
and  having  great  errvy  bom  unto  him  by  Don  Lewis 
de  Y^la&o,  and  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  commanders^ 
who  do  much  repine^  that  fo  great  apbority  is  con- 
ferred  on  bim^  which  was  wrought  by  the  imporiunitf 
of  the  Archdukes*     It  is  faidy  tbatj  inftead  of  affifi^  ^ 
ingbim  i^  their  confultations  for  the  war^  they  do  * 
make  objeSions  againft  any  things  that  be  propoundetb^ 
wherehf  he  difcernetb^  that  tbg  would  not  be  unwill- 
ing be  might  receive  a  bkwj  to  give  occafion  to  di-^ 
nmjb  his  reputation.  It  bath  therefore  been  obferved^ 
that  the  Marqids  bath  been  the  more  careful  to  affiji 
Umfelf  witjb  the  counfel  of  particular  men,  which  are 
of  fufficiency ;  and  that  be  beginnetb  to  follow  a  cuf ' 
torn, of  the  Duke  of  ParmaV,  after  having  heard  other 
meiCs  opinions^  to  refolve  by  bimfelf  alone. 

Sir  llamas  Parry ^  who  had  been  fent  EmbalTador 
to  the  Court  of  France  in  June  i6oz.  and  reiided 
ftilt  there  in  the  fame  poft,  held  a  corre^ndence 
with  Sir  Homas  Edmondes ;  and,  on  the  ift  of  Jime 
1605.  O.  S.  wrote  to  him  from  Paris  {a)^  taking 
notice  of  Henry  I V/s  late  ilbefs  .of  a  fever ;  and  that 
his  errand  to  that  King  was,  to  folicit  the  treaty  of 

(y)  Benii*u9giid*s  wars  of  Flanders^  Part  IIL  L.  vii.  [%)  Sir 
Tb9,  EdmTfidtii  MS.  State  papers.  Vol.  IIL  p.  175;  {a)  Ibid, 
p.  237. 
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the  regkmehi*  for  the  Englijb  merchafits  traffick.  S!f 
Tbmas  had  been,  for  feme  time,  weary  of  hiS  end* 
ployment^  and  had  laboured  to  be  recalled  the  yeaf 
before  (^);  which  he  now  fucceeded  in;  and^  on 
the  3odi  oijune  1605.  O.  S.  exprefled  his  latisfac- 
tion  on  that  account  to  Sir  Thomas  EdmoHdes  in  a 
letter  from  Paris  (c) :  •'  His  Majcfty'i  Sectetary^ 
^*  fays  be  J  advertifeth,  that,  by  his  next  packet,  I 
*^  fhali  receive  the  commiifion ;  but  no  mention  of 
any  aififtance  till  after  Micbatlmas.  Then  his  Ma- 
jefty  fendcth  Sir  George  Carew^  a  Maftcr  of  th<i 
Chancery,  to  fucceed  in  my  charge,  and  eaie  mt 
"  of  this  burden ;  and  wiUeth  me  confidently  to 
*'  truft  to  this  refolution.  This  flalh  of  comfort 
**  lighteneth  my  heart ;  for  I  proteft  to  you,  my 
*'  Lord,  no  exile,  no  prifbn,  could  have  fo  much 
deje£):ed  my  fpirits,  as  the  ves^ations  I  have  here 
thus  long  endured,  endeavouring,  what  I  mighty 
**  to  perform  good  offices,  by  removing  occafions  of 
fufpicions  and  jealoufy  5  fed  fruftra.  The  King 
is  very  favourable  and  jgracious,  yielding  to  all 
reafbnable  motions  in  courfe  of  juftice  and  equity : 
but  the  wheels,  that  carry  the  affairs  of  the  State 
^^  under  him,  are  fubjed  to  as  many  counter-cour&s 
"  as  the  celcftial  fpheres/' 

A  body  of  Spanijb  foldiers,  dcfigned  for  Flanders^ 
having  been  obliged  by  the  Dutch  (hips  to  take  re- 
fuge in  Dover^  Mr.  IVinwood  wrote  to  Sir  Thomai 
Edmondes^  on  *the  27th  of  July  1605.  ^^"^  ^ 
Hague  (d\  that  a  fcrvant  of  Sir  Noel  Caron^  the  Rc^ 
fident  from  the  States  General  in  England^  was 
then  arrived  in  Holland^  who  '*  fpoke  ftrangely,  as 
*^  though  his  Mailer  did  fear  thefe  Spaniards  fhould 

(h)  Sir  Henry  Neville  to  Mr.  Wiwwood^  from  Ldndon  1 9th  Augujt 
1604.  IVin^Qod*^  Memorials,  Vol.  11.  p.  26.  (c)  Sir  ^hb. 

2dmondes\  MS  State-papcrs,  Vol.  Ill  p.  273.  (d)  Ibidi 

p.  322,  323. 
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^  be  C6n1reyed  over  by  his  Majefty^s  ihips^  by  his 
"  connivance,  and  ftcret  order  from  the  Lord  Ad- 
**  mira],  who,  with  thofe  twelve,  which  received 
^<  the  prefents  in  Spaitty  are  faid  to  fpeak  whoUy^ 
•*  Spanijby  though  the  reft  of  the  company  doth  re- 
•*  tain  the  Englijb  hearts  they  carried  with  them.   It 
^  is  here  reported,  that  the  Lord  Arundel  doth  come 
*<  over  to  you,  to  command  choie  of  our  Nation, 
«•  which  are  at  your  fervice.    1  have  no  fuch  adver- 
•*  tifement ;  but,  if  it  be  fo,  this  kind  of  proceed- 
*•  ing  Will  enforce  thefe  Provinces  to  refolvc  of 
^^  ftrange  courfes ;  fuch,  perhaps,  as  are  little  feared, 
^  and  yet  not  fufpefted.    But  life  is  fweet ;  and 
*^  they  are  to  be  excufed  to  leave  no  way  unfought 
*•  for  their   own  •  fubfiftence   and  prefcrvation.  ** 
The  infinuadon  in  this  letter,  that  the  Lord  Admi- 
ral, the  Earl  of  Nottingbamy  who  had,  in  the  for- 
mer reign,  (o  highly  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  upon  all 
occafions,  againft  the  Spaniards ^  and  who  had  the 
principal  hand  in  the  deftrudion  of  the  Armada  in 
1588.  was  now  brought  over  to  the  intereft  of  Spain 
by  the  prefents,  which  he  had  received  there  in  his 
Estraordinary  Embafly  in  1605,  is  firongly  confirm* 
ed  by  a  paflage  in  a  letter  of  Sir.  Charles  Cornwallis^ 
Embaflador  in  Ordinary  at  Madrid^  to  Sir  Henry 
fVottany  Embaflador  at  Veniee^  dated  at  Madrid  loth 
July  1605.  O.  S.  in  which  he  fays  (^),  that  all  charges 
of  diet,  and  of  carriage  and  conveyance  to  Madrid^ 
were  defrayed  by  the  King  of  Spain,  who,  befides  all 
other  demonftrarions  of  good  affeftion  and  defire  to 
do  the  Earl  of  NoUingbam  honour,  bejkowed  upon  bim 
inplaUy  jewels,  and  borfes,  at  bis  departure,  to  the 
value  of  twenty  tboufand  pounds.    To  /me,  otber  of 
the  principal  of  bis  attendants  be  likewije  gave  cbains 
and  jewels  of  great  value.    Sir  Thomas  Edmondes 
likewife,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Cornwallis  from 

(gj  tfi/pwooiTi  Memorials,  Vol.  Il  p.  89. 
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Bruffelsj  22d  Jnguft^  1605. 0.  S.  ohfcnresf*;,  "We 
*^  have  here  had  ample  relations  of  the  Uberality  of 
^*  your  Court  tbere^  accoidiog  as  the  cufiom  is,  not 
^  to  conceal  fuch  matters.  And,  by  other  means, 
^^  I  have  he^  alfo  the  report  of  other  accidents^ 
«<  which  fell  out  in  that  journey,  which  I  was  forfy 
*<  and  afhamed  to  hear.  But  it  may  be  very  weH 
^'  faid,  that  nothing  happened  therein  contrary  to 
^*  expiation ;  for  thai  no  hotter  fruit  was  to  bo  ex- 
♦'  peaed  offucb  afiockr 

'  In  the  fame  letter  Sir  Thomas  takes  notice,  that 
the  Lord  Jnmdel  of  JFardour^  who  had  bem  ad- 
vanced to  that  title' in  the  beginiung  of  Mty  pre- 
ceding (i),  was  expefted  in  Flanders^  to  be  Colond 
of  the  Englifi>  Regiment,  which  the  Archdukes  had 
levied  for  their  fervice,  which  was  already  rdfed  to 
the  number  of  fifixSen  hundred,  partly  by  thofe,  which 
had  been  brought  out  of  Et^landy  and  otherwife  by 
the  dderters  from  the  States  army :  And  that  it  was 
expe&ed  alfo,  that  the -Earl  of  Hume  fhould  bring 
over  a  regiment  of  Scotsi    Accordingly,  the  Earl  of 
Salisbury  J  on  the  1 2th  of  the  fame  month,  Jugufi^ 
wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  from  the  Court  ^tRockiugbam{k)y 
that,  ^^  fince  the  concluding  of  the  peace,  his  Ma* 
^^  jefty  knowech  not  of  any  extraordinary  courtefy 
^'  he  hath  ufed  towards  the  Sutes,  whereof  the  like 
**  have  not,  in  a  far  greater  proportion,  been  yielded 
**  to  the  Archdukes :  for  his  Majefty  hath  not  fuf- 
*«  fered  any  perlbn,  of  Blood  and  Quality,  to  go  to 
^*  the  States  fervice,  as  he  hath  done  on  the  other 
^<  fide,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Earl  of  HumOj  an  an- 
^'  cient  Nobleman  of  Scotlandj  to  take  a  public  charge 
<'  to  condu£t  a  new  regiment  of  foldiers  to  their 
•*  fervice  •,  and  the  Lord  Arundel  (or  England^  to  do 
««  the  like  ^  a  perfpn,  who,  by  his  late  advancement 

(b)  Ibid.  p.  n  1 .        0)  Ibid.  p.  59.      (i)  Sir  Tho.  Edmondii% 
MS.  SttUe-papcrs,Vol  UI  p.  373. 
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^  to  his  Barony,  carricth  the  marks  of  his  Majefty's 
•*  extraordinary  &vour,  as  may  l^e  thought  {o  graced 
*•  of  purpofe  tor  that  employment."   But  the  Lord 
Jruudel,  foon  after,  took  a  ftep,  which  highly  dif- 
obligcd  the  King.     The  circumilances  of  it  were  as 
follows  (I)  :  When  the  Count  de  Villa  Mediaha^  the 
Spanift>  EmbaiTador,  was  ready  to  leave  England^ 
the  King  fent  to  Sir  Nod  Caron^  to  let  him  know, 
that  he  expe£ted  fb  gpod  relped):  and  obiervance  in 
the  States  proceedings  towards  him  in  this  cafe,  re- 
lating to  the.fafe  paflage  of  an  Embaflador,  that  no 
interruption  fliould  be  offered  to  him,  nor  any  belong*' 
mg  to  him.     Sir  Noel  anfwered,  that  he  had  receiv* 
ed  fuch  an  order  from  his  fuperiors :  Only  for  Lord 
Arundeli  who  had  a  purpole  to  tranfport  himfelf  over, 
with  divers  other  Captains,  in  one  of  his  Majefty*s 
ihips,  under  the  prote^ion  of  the  EmbafTador,  they 
prefumed  his  Majefty  would  no  way  allow  it ;  becaufe 
that  fuch  fufferance,  with  the  circumftances,  might 
feem  to  draw  it  with  a  necefiary  confequence  of  em-* 
ployment  from  his  Majefly.     Whereupon  the  King 
pafled  his  word  to  Sir  Noel^  for  the  flaying  that  Lord,^ 
and  his  company,  from  going  in  any  fuch  manner ; 
And  therefore,  underflanding  of  his  Lordlhip's  fct- 
ting  forwards  towards  Dover^  gave  prefcntly  orders, 
to  fome  of  his  Privy-council,  to  write  to  the  Count 
de  Villa  Mediana^  upon  fuch  plain  and  honourable 
terms,  as  are  ufed  in  thofe  cafes,  to  require  him,  for 
the  caufcs  above-mentioned,  to  forbear,  in  any  cafr, 
to  carry  Lord  Arundel  \  adding,  notwithftanding,  as 
an  argument,  that  it  was  not  out  of  any  end  abfo- 
lutely  tp  fl:ay  him,,  or  to  difappoint  the  Archduke, 
that  his  Majefly  promifed  him,  that  his  Lordlhip 
fliouid,  within  five  days  after,  not  only  be  permit- 
ted to  pais  ^  but  the  matter  fhould  be  (b  ordered,  as 

(I)  Earl  of  Salisbury's  letter  to  Sir  Charles  CornnKallis^  12th 
September  1605.     /r/»ww/s  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  135. 
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he  fhould  be  fecured  from  any  vidence  in  his  paf- 
fage:  Only,  in  refpedt  his  Majdity  had  ^ven  his 
word,  which  ought  to  be  inviolable,  he  intreated 
the  Spanijb  Emb^flador  to  fatisfy  himfelf  with  his 
promife,  as  from  a  Prince,  in  whom  he  had  never 
found  fraud  or  guile.   Notwithftanding  all  this,  whea 
the  King  thought  himfelf  fufficiently  allured,  that  thj& 
would  content  them,  and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  had 
caufed  the  matter  to  be  imparted  accordingly  to  Sir 
Noel  Caron ;  the  Lord  Armdek  having  bribed  Q^ 
tain  BroadgaUj  procured  a  pafiage  in  die  Aivefavn^ 
which  was  Vice*admiral  to  the  Vantguard,  in  which 
went  the  Spanijb  Embafiador.     The  Earl  of  SaUshay 
therefore  wrote  to  Sir  Tbomas  Edmondes^  on  the  i2di 
of  September  1 605.  from  Salisbury  (m)j  upon  this  af* 
fair,  ordering  him  to  remonftrate  it  to  the  Archdukes, 
and  to  infift,  that  the  Lord  jlrundely  after  he  fhould 
have  put  in  order  the  troops  under  his  charge,  and 
ended  with  them  the  fummer-fervice,  fhould  return 
to  England  towards  the  end  of  November^  to  render 
his  perfon  before  the  Council,  and  to  abide  his  Ma^ 
jetty's  further  cenfure.     The  Earl  concluded  his  let- 
ter with  thefe  words :  "  Havjng  now  fufiiciendy  dc- 
^^  livered  all  the  cirumttances  of  this  caufe,  I  leave 
it  unto  you  to  digeft  your  own  relation  into  the 
form,  which  feemeth  good  to  your  difcredon,  be* 
ing  careful  to  fet  down,  as  dearly  as  I  can,  the 
particularities  of  all  things  here,  which  have  any 
*'  reference  to  your  charge :    which,  if  they  come 
unto    you   fbmetime  by  common  pen;5  before 
mine,  you  can  well  diftinguifh,  that  nouvellana 
think  they  do  well  when  they  write  what  they  hear, 
be  it  true  or  ialfe,  where  thofe,  that  have^che 
charge,  which  I  undergo,  are,  or  ought  to  be 
held,  fufficiently  careful,  when  they  yield  fatisfac* 
tion  to  public  Minifters,  agreeable  to  truth,   ia 

[m]  Sir  Tin,  Edmndei'%  MS.  State-papers,  Vol.  III.  p.  41;- 
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**  matters  of  importance,  leaving  matters  of  Icfs 
•*  weight  to  fuch  convenient  opportunities,  which 
**  men  are  able  to  find,  which  have  more  than  one 
•*  or  two  to  fatisfy.  In  which  Icind  your  own  dili- 
••  gence,  in  his  M^cfty's  fervice,  deferves  fo  well, 
**  befides  your  .particular  profeflion  to  myfelf,  as  I 
•*  have  thought  it  not  amifs  to  touch  my  extraordi- 
•*  nary  care  of  you,  and  others  in  your  charge,  as  a 
•*  thing,  which,  new  to  the  fervice  of  God,  I  moft 
**  afied,  ahd  wholly  attend,  as  I  hope  it  appears  by 
•*  my  courfe  of  life,  which  is  employed  in  enjoying 
*^  kfetf  as  littk  as  any  man's  day's,  that  lives  in  'thi3 

Mr.  Diidlty  CarUton^  who  had  been,  as  was  ob* 
ferved  above.  Secretary  to  Sir  Thomas  Parry ^  the 
'EngUJb  Emfeoflador  in  France^  but  was  in  England 
in  1604.  where  he  was  patronized  by  the  Lord  ViP 
tount  Cranbarney  and  in  the  beginning  of  jipril 
1605.  accompanied  the  Lord  Norris  into  Spain  (»), 
i3pon  the  terms  of  fifty  pounds  in  hand,  an  hundred 
pounds  at  his  return,  and  forty  pounds  yearly  after 
then:  arrival  in  England  (o)y  was  now  come  back  as 
for  as  Parisy  from  whence  he  wrote  to  Sir  Thomas 
Edmondesy  on  the  2  ift  of  September  1605.  JV".  S.  (p), 
that  be  was  come  to  this  good  retreat  after  a  long  and 
tirefome pilgrimage\  atid  that  the  beft  judgment  he  could 
m^e  of  Spain  was  in  thefe  words,  Juperba  miferia. 
He  obferves,  that  the  new  Emba^lador,  Sir  Georgf 
CareWy  was  not  looked  for  at  Paris  thefe  three 
months ;  and  that  his  old  mafterj  Sir  Thomas  Parry ^ 
was  the  old  man  fiiU  \  but  we  are  befi  friends^  j&ys  he, 
fiifw  we  are  furtheft  afunder. 

(m)  Mr.  John  More  to  Mr.  Wtnnxiood^  2  Dectmb  1601..    Whi- 
mmi's  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  36.  (0)  Mr.  Samuel  Cak/grt 

to  Mr.  lVinw9od^  28th  March  1605.    Ibid,  p  $4.  and  6  A  frit 
1605.  p*  57-  (p)  Sir  Tho.  EdmotuUrs  MS.  State-papen, 

Vol.  III.  p.  447- 
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Sir  Thomas  EdmondeSy  on  the  2  ythof  September  i  605^ 
wrote  from  Brujfels  to  the  Earl  kX  Salisbury^  an  account 
of  an  offer  made  to  him  of  fome  important  difcove- 
ries  (j):  "  Here  is  ferving,  in  thefe  countries,  one 
Captain  Turner^  who,  as  I  fuppofe,  is  well  known 
unto  your  Lordfliip,  for  his  light  and  diflblute 
behaviour,  as  well  in  Englandy  as  in  Germatrf^  and 
other  places,  where  he  hath  ranged.  This  nuui^ 
^*  becaufe  he  underftood,  that  I  did  here  cenfure  him 
^'  according  to  his  deferving,  and  refufed  to  enter* 
tain  his  profeflions,  as  for  formality's  fake  I  am 
here  forced  to  difpenfe  with  my  felf  towards  others^ 
^^  though  ill-afiefted,  hath  been  defirous,  to  the  end 
to  recover  a  good  opinion,  to  diicover  unto  me 
the  pra£tices,  wherein  he  is  employed  from  hence» 
^*  which  is  to  purfue  a  negodation  he  hath  already 
^^  begun  in  Holland^  for  dealing  with  ctrtdkh  Englijb* 
•*  men^  which  ferve  there,  and  have  given  aflfurance 
^*  of  their  willingnefs  to  tranfport  themfeives  hither^ 
*'  to  lay  fome  plots,  how,  when  they  (hall  now  re-^ 
**  tire  into  garifon,*  they  may  favour  the  enterprizest 
*'  which  (hall  be  made  hence  upon  any  towns,  wherc- 
**  in  they  ftiall  reman  :  for  they  fay  here,  that  they 
^*  wanted  but  the  leaft  afliftance  in  that  kind  for  the 
*•  carrying  of  Bergen^op-zoomy  at  the  time  of  their 
•'  firft  attempting  the  fame ;  which  is  true.  And 
**  he  fpeaketh  ofpther  things,  which  have  been  idly 
^'  propofed,  as  the  burning  of  the  (hips  at  Rotter- 
^^  dam^  and  attempting  againfl:  the  perfbn  of  the 
^^  Count  Maurice.  About  the  foreiaid  Cornmiflions 
l^  he  was  difpatchcd  by  the  Marquis  of  Spinola  hi- 
*'  ther  5  and  he  is  now  addre(red  with  letters  from 
"  hence  to  the  Baron  of  Hobocque,  to  treat  with  the 
•^*  parties  in  the  fame  bu(inefs,  whom,  as  he  (aith, 
*'  he  is  for  that  purpoie  to  fetch  out  of  Holland. 
And,  as  there  (hall  be  any  proceeding  therein,  he 

(f)  Ibid,  p,  463. 
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•^  offereth  to  acquaint  your  Lordfliip  therewith.  1 
fend  your  Lordfhip  here  inclofed  the  names  of  the 
principal  peribns,  which,  as  he  reporteth,  are  to  be 
**  ufcd  in  the  foreiaid  enterprizes.  And,  for  Turner 
himfelf,  I  can  only  fay,  that  his  greateft  fufH- 
ciency,  for  the  doing  of  any  bufinefs,  is  his  confi* 
dence  and  boldnefs  ;  but  fecrecy  or  good  condu<fb 
•*  he  hath  none.  If  he  carry  himfelf  cleanly  in  this 
**  bufinefs,  he  may  be  here  of  ufe  unto  me  hereafter, 
**  in  fomc  other  things.  He  can  inform  your  Lord- 
•*  fliip  of  fome  others,  that  be  the  common  market- 
^^  men  for  the  tranfportadon  of  popifh  reliques  and 
**  indulgences  into  £ff^/tffr^.'* 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  began  foon  to   difeover 
the  dai^gerous  prafbices  of  the  Jefuits^  and  other 
EngUJb  fugitives  in  the  Low  Countries  \  and  accord- 
ingly gave  early  notice  of  them  to  the  Earl  of  Salif" 
imy^  and  particularly  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  O^o^ 
'ier  1605.  from  Brujfels  (r).    "  The  praftices,  fays 
be  J  of  the  Jefuits^  and  other  our  Englijh  fugitives 
here,  are  fo  continual,  and  more  and  more  exor- 
bitant, as  they  give  me  occafion  to  make  ofteh 
mention  of  them  to  your  Lordfhip.     All  their 
ftudy  is,  upon  every  occafion  that  is  offered,  to 
**  deprave  the  aftions  of  his  Majefty's  State,  where- 
"  of  their  viperous  tongues  do  make  the  proceedings 
'*  to  be  fb  odious  and  defperate,  as  they  propound 
'^  nothing  lefs  for  remedy  than  the  excommunication 
**  of  the  King's  Majefty.     And  nothing  doth  fo 
"  much  trouble  them,  as  for  that  they  do  not  find  a 
**  difpofition  to  entertain  their  practices  in  that  b^ 
^  half. 

"  The  Count  oi Villa  Mediana  being  much  moved 
*'with  their  proceedings,  was  with  the  Pope's 
"  Nuncio,  before  his  departure,  to  declare  againft 
^  them  }  protecting  vehemently,  that  their  ambition, 

(?)  Ibid.  p.  447. 
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^^  and  deceitful  relations  of  the  date  of  England  vfoxjid 
•'  be  the  caufe  of  the  ruin  qF  the  body  of  the  Catho- 
*'  lies  there.    The  Pope's  Nuncio  doth  little  love 
^^  them,  for  his  part ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  fup- 
port  which  they  receive  from  Manficidor^  the  Spa* 
nijb  Secretary,  they  would  not  be  io  powerful  here 
^^  as  they  are.     Owen  and  Baldwyn^  the  Patriarchs 
^  of  that  good  crew,  made  a  gneat  canvais,  that  no 
other  Priefts  might  have  been  employed,  as  chap- 
lains in  the  Englijh  regiments,  but  only  thole  of  cne 
order  of  the  Jefuits^  to  the  end  to  have  conferved 
thereby  the  ppinicxi  and  reputation,  which  is  con- 
ceived of  the  power  of  the  order,  and  to  have  had 
^^  the  ipanaging  of  the  fpirits  under  them  at  their 
^^  devodon  \  and  alfo  to  have  had  the  means  thereby 
•'  to  hold  the  better  correlpondence  with  the  parents 
^^  of  young  gentlemen  in  England^  in  regard  of  their 
*^  power  to  help  thoCe,  who  (hould  depend  on  them, 
^'  to  the  obtaining  of  entertainmems  here.   But  when 
^^  it  was  made  known  unto  the  Archduke,  how  un- 
^^  pleafing  a  thing  it  would  be  unto  the  King's  Mar 
^  jcfty,  to  underftand  of  the  employment  of  the  ye^ 
^^  fuits  in  fuch  fort,  he  took  order  for  the  changing 
"  of  that  reiblution.     They  do  work  in  the  like  man* 
'^  ner  for  the  placing  of  a  Colooel  at  their  devotion, 
if  the  Lord  Arundel  do  not  return,  having  a  de-* 
fign  upon  Sir  William  Stanly ;  and  they  vaunt^ 
"  that  they  will  fuppqrt  Siudder  in  defpite  of  whom* 
^^  foever.     In  conduGon,  the  forenamed  champions, 
Ofven  and  Baldwyn^  make  themfelves  the  cenfurers 
of  all  matters  concerning  the  ftate  of  Englandt^ 
and  of  every  man's  merit,  that  cometh  to  fervc 
here,  who,  by  realbn  of  the  credit,  which  they 
have  with  the  Secretary  Mancicidory  are  meafured 
^  according  to  the  report,  which  they  make  of  aU 
men  *,  whereby  they  draw  the  general  dependence 
of  our  nation  upon  them  ;  •  and  many  of  our  Eng-- 
^^  lijh  that  come  hither  are  afraid  to;  vifit  me,  ferving 
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•*  in  the  place,  which  I  do,  for  fear  of  giving  jea- 
«  loufy  to  them.  *• 

The  Earl  of  Salijbury  had  already  great  apprchen- 
fions  of  the  relbrt  of  the  Papifts  into  Flanders ;  and 
accordingly  wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  EdmondeSj  on  the 
loth  oiOffober  1605,  from  ff^biteball(s).     "  You 
*•  fhall  now  underftand,  that  his  Majefty,  and  all 
"  that  love  the  gofpel,.  begin  to  be  very  fenfible  of 
•*  the  ftrong  and  vifible  torrent,  wherewith  the  ill- 
^*  affefted  in  this  State  are  carried  into  thefe  parts, 
only  to  iatiate  themfelves  upon  idolatry  and  fuper- 
*'  ftition  i  for  which  furely  ere  it  be  long,  it  will  be 
high  dme  to  provide ;  becaufe  that  may  now  be 
aUeged  as  the  effedl  of  a  dangerous  experience^ 
which^  being  reprefented  at  the  firft  only  in  con- 
templation of  that,  which  now  happeneth,  might 
**  have  been  interpreted  tanquam  caufam  pro  non 
**  caujct.     That  they  do  thus  flock  to  the  Nuncio, 
"  encreafeth  the  fcandal  of  religion  ;  and  therefore, 
"  for  your  own  part,  his  Majefty  better  liketh,  that 
you  ihould  dilatorily  avoid  meeting  him,  tho'  not 
by  any  dire£);  commandment,  both  becaufe  fuch  a 
correfpondence,  fb  unneceflary  (confidering  thfr 
perfon  whom  he  reprefents^  would  include  the 
mor^  warrants  for  private  men  ;   as  alfo,  becaufe 
'*  their  difcourfe,  and  catching  hold  of  his  Majefty* s 
*^  wordsy  about  a  general  Connelly  is  merely  idle, 
^  unlets  they  would  underftand  it,  as  it  is  meant, 
**  and  clear  enough  in  the  fenfe,  wherefocver  his 
*'  Majefty  hath  mentioned  it,  to  be  intended  a  ge- 
**  neral  Council  lawfully  called,    and  where  there 
"  Ihall  be  no  fuch  ioicquality  of  voices,  as  muft  of 
neceffity  be,  confidering  the  multitude  of  Catholic 
Prelates,  nor  yet  fo  partial  a  judge  as  the  Biftxop  of 
**  Rome.  **     3Hifi  Lordfhip  then  obferves,  that  men 
are  doubtful^   whether  this  exchange^   which  Lord 

(i)  Ibid.  p.  489. 
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.    ^. .»  moik  with  the  honour  be  f^d  received^ 

.  •.•vv^  /«  his  own  country^  do  proceed  from 

;    .  ,  tiibU  himfelf  by  foreign  ferviceSy  or  fronf 

.    •;..  i-^  to  be  accounted  a  General  for  the  See  of 

The  Earl  of  Northampton^  H^nry  Howard^  aftcrr 
wards  Lord  Privy  Seal,  •  wrote  likewife  the  feme  day 
to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  (t)^  that  he  was  fprry  for 
the  follies  of  his  coufin,  the  Lord  u^r«»^^A  ^*who, 
^'  by  adding,  fnys  be,  one  abfurdity  to  another, 
^'  hath,  by  circles  of  error,  plunged  himfelf  intp 
♦*  the  moft  juft  indignation  of  the  King,  that  ever 
*'  did  unthankftil  fubjed  to  fo  gracious  and  fweet  s) 
♦*  Sovereign.  The  making  of  Markbam  his  Lieu* 
*'  tenant  hath  more  vexed  and  dilquleted  the  King, 
**  than  his  former  prefumption  in  embarking,  ex-: 
,  *'  prefly  againft  the  King's  commandment,  in  one 
♦*  of  his  own  veflels,  to  the  fcandal  of  his  honour, 
*'  and  the  hazard  of  the  treaty,  whereof  no  man  can 
*'  better  judge  than  yourfelf,  that  were  as  found  a 
**^  regifter,  as  ever  dealt  in  any  bufinefs.  The  King^ 
**  hath  rcafon  tp  marvel  very  much,  that  no  man 
^*  tould  be  able  to  difcharge  that  office  faying  Markr 
*'  bam,  that  did  firft  invent  the  praftice  of  brealdng 
•'  up  the  bed-chamber  door  with  a  petard.  For  bcr 
**  fide  the  weaknefs  of  afFeftion  and  duty,  which 
*'  appeareth  in  this  choice,  the  King  may  take  a  very 
'*  probable  exception  againft  thofe  companies  tha? 
**  fcrve  on  that  fide,howfoever  they  pfetend  defire  to 
"  make  thcmfelves  more  able  aftefwards  to  fcrve  th^ 
*'  State, when  the  commanders  make  their  fpecial  dec- 
•*  tion  of  fuch  inftruments.  I  need  not  wi(h  you  to 
^*  have  an  eye,  that  have  already  all  the  eyes  of  A^ 
"  ^»J,  upon  thefe  a6Mons  and  ends :  biit  I  will  aflTui:? 
**  you,  that  it  is  not  the  leaft  ufc,  that  can  be  made 
♦•  of  your  judicious  endeavours,   to  obfirvc  what 

U)  Ibid.  p.  496. 
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**  time  and  mcafurc  they  keep  with  the  mufic  of 
thdr  own  cftate,  that  for  the  dme,  tanquam  per- 
fonati  biftriones^  dance  the  pipe  of  another." 
Sir  Griffin  Markbam^  mentioned  in  this  letter  to 
have  been  appointed  by  Lord  Arundel  his  lieutenant, 
had  been  condemned  in  1 603,  for  being  concerned 
ynxh  the  Lord  Grey^  Mr.  George  Brooke^  and  others, 
in  a  defign  to  furprize  the  King  and  Court  (u)  ;  but 
was  reprieved  on  the  fcaffold  (w)^  and  afterwards 
pardoned.  , 

Sir  George  Carewj  who  was  defi^ned  Embailador 
to  the  Court  of  France^  having  beep  obliged  to  Sir 
"Thomas  Edmondesy  in  Ibme  refpedts,  for  that  employ- 
ment, took  an  opportunity,  on  the  9th  of  Ohober 
1605,  of  writing  to  him  \x)j  and  offering  him  his 
Icrvice  in  that  Kingdom.  Tou  may^  lays  he,  claim 
it  of  rigbty  for  that  you  know  you  came  to  the  firfl 
cbrifiening  of  it ;  and  y our f elf  were  the  firfi  god- 
father^ that  undertook  for  it  at  Saliflxiry  houfe^  even 
upon  the  very  firfi  iirtbj  being  a  matter  that,  at  my 
coming  thither^  I  little  imagined  of. 

Sir  Thomas  Parry^  who  was  ftill  at  Paris^  gave 
Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  on  the  loth  of  OHober  1605, 
ff.  S.  (2),  warning  of  fome  defigns  then  concerting 
among  the  Englijb  Priefts.  **  Our  Priefts  are  very 
bufy  about  petitions  to  be  exhibited  to  die  King's 
Majcfly  at  this  Parliament,  znd  fome  further  defigns 
upon  refufal.  Thefe  matters  are  fecretly  managed  by 
*•  intelligence  with  their  collegues  in  thofe  parts ^wbere 
•*  you  rejidcj  and  with  the  two  Nuncios.  I  think  it 
**  were  neceflary  for  his  Majefty*s  fervicc,  that  you 
•*  found  mca'ns  to  have  privy  fpics  amongft  them, 

(«)  Secretary  Cecil  to  Mr.  Win*woody  from  the  Court  at  Win^ 
thefter^  3d  O&ebtr  1603.  Wimuocd'%  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  8. 
(w)  Ibid.  {p.  II.  (x)  Sir  Tbmas  Bdmimdii%  MS.  SuMr 

Papers,  Vol.  III.  p.  483.  (%)  Sir  Thomas  Edmtmdis's  MS. 

§tate*  Papers,  yol.III.  p.  505* 
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^  CO  difcover  their  negodatioos.  Somewhat  is  of 
**  pre/em  in  band  amongfi  tbefe  defperaU  hypocrites^ 
•*  which,  I  truft,  God  fhall  divert,  by  the  vigilant 
•*  care  of  his  Majcfty's  faithful  fervants  and  friends 
^^  ahroadt  and  prudence  of  his  council  at  home.-^— * 
•*  The  Earl  of  Dunbar  intends  very  fpeedily  to  pa(9 
••  for  the  Archduke's  fervice  with  his  forces." 

^Thc  Earl  of  Salijbury  likcwife,  on  the  17th  of 
OSober  1 605,  wrote,  from  fFhitebally  an  anlwer  to 
Sir  ^Thomas  Edmondej^s  letter  to  hipi  of  the  9  th  of 
ihat  month  above-naentioned :  '^^  Becaufe,  fays  bis 
Lordftnp  {a\  I  have  imparted  unto  you  Ibme  part 
of  my  conceit  concerning  the  infoiencies.  of  the 
**  Pricfts  and  Jefuits^  whofe  mouths  we  cannot  ftop 
•*  better,  than  by  contemning  their  vain  and  mail- 
«<  ckHis  difcourfes ;  qnly  the  evil,  which  biteth,  ii 
**  the  poifoned  bite,  wherewith  every  youth  is  takeo^ 
^  that  Cometh  amo&g  them ;  which  liberty^  as  I 
•^  MTrote  before,  muft»  for  chjc  caufe  or  other,  be  re- 
**  trenched.** 

'  Mr,  fVinwood^  en  die  19th  of  the  fame  month, 
wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  from  the  Hague  (h)^ 
that  Sir  Robert  Drury  had,  for  want  of  a  paflport 
from  the  States,  been  (cized  in  palling  by  Ulloj  and 
ient  to  Middleburgh  to  the  States  of  Zealand ;  zxA 
}jR&  trunks  being  opened  in  his  prefence,  there  weiie 
found  two  letters  from  the  King  of  Spain^  the  oiv! 
Co  the  Archduke,  and  the  other  to  the  Marquis  of 
Spinehi,  both  in  bis  fpecial  favour^  to  be  received  m 
Jervice  with  extraordinary  refpeSl.  **  Thefc  letter^, 
^*  adds  Afr, Winwood,  tranflated  mtoFrencby  with  the 
*•  copy  of  your  Lordfliip's  paffport,  were  fcnt  from 
^^'  Zealand  to  the  States  General,  who,  communis- 
eating  the  matter  unto  me,  have  moved  me  with 
great  inftance,  that  becaufe  now  the  times  afefuU 
of  dangerous  prances ^  and  that  the  enemy  doth 

(a)  Ibid.  p.  579.  {b)  Ibid.  p.  5  2S. 
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'^  make  choice  of  our  nation  to  employ  in  thefe 
**  fervices,  I  would  intreat  your;  Lordfliip,  in  their 
•*  name,  to  forbear  for  a  while  the  grant  of  your 
•*  paSports  into  the  Provinces,  under  the  favour 
**  whereof  their  State  may  receive  prejudice,  con- 
^'  trary,  they  know,  to  that  good  intendon,  which 
^^  your  Lordihip  doth"  bear  to  their  proceedings, 
"  and  doth  defire  to  carry  in  all  your  own  courfes.** 

Sir  Rohtrt  Bntry  had  attended  the  Lord  Admiral 
in  his  extraordinary  embaffy  into  Spain^  and  was  one 
of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who,  as  it  was  faid,  by  hi^ 
Lordlhip's  own  recommendation,  had  penfions  grantr 
cd  them  by  that  Court,  to  ferve  in  xhtLow  Countriesx 
Sir  Rfibert  s  penfion  being  a  large  one  (c). 

Sir  lipomas  Edmondes  was  careful  to  obiervc 
the  Earl  of  Salijhury's  dire£tioP9,  io-  his  Lord- 
Ihip's  letter  to  him  of  the  loth  of  OSlober^  with  rcr 
lation  to  the  Pope's  Nuncio  s^  Brujfels :  Jndyet^ 
lays  he,  in  his  letter  from  thence  of  the  23d  of  that 
.month  (d)y  under  your  Lordjbifs  favour^  I  think  i( 
noi  amijs  to  entertain  afar  cff^  by  fecond  means^  bi^ 
€wil  profej^onsy  for  the  ufe  of  bis  Majefty^s  fervice ; 
becaufe  out  of  bis  paffion  a^ainjl  the  Jcfuits  (bowfo- 
ever  be  doth  not  ki  to  Jiand  in  awe  of  the  power  of 
their  credit  to  do  barm  at  Rome^  be  is  content  fome* 
times  ta  difcover  many  of  their  praSHces. 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  though  abfent,  waft  now 
chofcn  Member  for  Wilton  in  WHtfbire  (e)y  in  the 
Parliament,  which  was  to  have  met  at  WeJlnUnfer  on 
Tuefday  November  5th  1605,  but  prevented  by  the 
difcovcry  Qf  the  Gun-powder  Plot,  of  which  the  Earl 
of  Sdifbury  wrote  to  him,  from  fVbitehalU  a  very 
particular  account  on  the  9th  of  that  month  (f%  in- 
clofing  a  copy  of  the  letter  fent  to  hov A.  Mont  eagle  ^ 

\c)  Sii  Gbarhs  Cormval/js  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbutj^  from  JWif- 
drid.     Witpwoed*s  Memorials^  VoUI.  p.  96.  (d)  SirTifo. 

Bdmondes'h  MS,  State^Papcrs,  Vol.  IJI.   p.  531.  (*)  Ibid, 

p.  565,  &579.  (/)  Ibid.  p.  599. 
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advifing  him  not  to  come  to  Parliament  (g%  and 
of  the  examination  of  Guy  Faux  {b).     And  the  next 
day,  November  10.  his  Lordfhip  wrote  again  to 
him  {%) :  '^  Forafmuch  as,  by  daily  examinations,  it 
*'  doth  appear,  that  there  is  great  caufe  to  fufpeft, 
•*  that  Owen  hath  been  made  privy  to  this  horrible 
confpirady,  I  think  it  very  expedient-  now,  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  that  you  do  inform  the  Arch- 
•*  duke  of  it,  and  put  him  to  the  trial  of  the  finceri- 
•*  ty  of  his  extraordinary  profefTions  towards    his 
"  Majefty,  by  fhewing  the  horriblcnefs  of  the  faft  ; 
and  requiring  at  his  hands,  whether  he  would  not 
give  orders  to  make  ftay  of  the  faid  Owen  m 
fome  place  of  fafety,  until  it  may  further  appear, 
**  what  caufe  we  fliall  have  to  charge  him  in  this 
**  aftion,  and  then  to  leave  it  to  the  Archduke's 
V  own  judgment.  Upon  the  proofs  thereof,  what 
**  courfe  he  (hall  think  fit  to  hold  with  him.     This 
you  may  prefs  fomething  eameftly  with  the  Arch- 
duke, and  put  him  to  the  wall,  that  when  here- 
^^  after  we  fhall  have  caufe  to  charge  Owen  (as  we 
have  very  probable  fufpicion  already)  #the  Arch- 
dukes fhall  not  excufe  themfelves  by  alleging^  that 
•*  he  is  fled,  and  not  in  their  power. 

•*  P.S.  You  Ihall  do  well  to  keep  Hohcque*s  pac- 
**  ket  in  your  hands^  until  you  have  (poken 
*^  with  the  Archdukes  of  this  matter,  to  make 
**  ail  things  fure." 

THc  Earl  likewife,  on  the  14th  of  November^ 

wrote  to  Sir  Itbomas  Edmondes  (k%  that  Faux  had 

now  direfUy  accufed  Owen  to  have  been  made  privy 

by  himfelf,  not  only  to  the  general  dejignsy  to  do 

Jbmewbatfor  relief  of  the  Catholic  caufe^  but  parti cu- 

{g)  Ibid.  p.  593,  {b)  Ibid.  p.  595*         (0  Ibid.  p.  607. 

(if)  Ibid.  p.  613.  ^ 
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larfy  to  the  deleft  able  a£l  of  blowing  up  the  Parliament^ 
boufe  by  gun-powder. 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  On  the  19th  of  that  mpnth, 
wrote  the  Earl  of  Salijbury  an  account  (/),  that  he  had 
Acquainted  the  Archduke  with  the  dilcovery  of  the  plot 
and  with  Owen^s  being  concerned  in  it ;   and  thac 
i:he  latter  was  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  Archduke's 
order.     **  My  fpeech,  adds  he^  with  the  Archduke 
•*  of  that  horrible  treafon,  gave  me  an  opportunity 
•'  to  fpeak  very  freely  unto  him  of  the  common 
•'  praftices  of  the  Englijhj  which  are  entertained  on 
**  this  fide,  by  telling  him  what  I  had  difcovered  of 
^^  their  demeanours  and  malicious  complots,  where* 
•*  of  1  had  before  informed  the  Prefident  Ricbardot 
^^  in  his  abfence :    And  withal,  I  made  bold  to  tell 
^^  him,  how  clearly  it  doth  appear,  that  all  the  prac- 
^  tices»   which  are  broached  againft  his  Majefty's 
•*  State,  have  their  chief  hatching  and  fpringing 
"from  tliC 'Englijby  which  are  only  entertained  here, 
but  are  ftill  uied  by  fome  Minifters  of  this  State 
iac  further  purpofes  than  his  Majefty  hath  reafon 
"  to  like  of.    He  anfwered,  that  the  relief  which  is 
granted  them  here,  is  only  in  regard  of  their  re- 
iigioh.     But  I  told  him,  that  it  was  fufficiently 
^^  known  unto  him,  how  they  have  abufed  the  fa- 
"  vour,  which  they  have  fought  under  that  pretence. 
*'  I  made  rcqueft  alfo,  that  one  B^ly  might  likewife 
"  be  apprehended,  being  the  perfon,  that  dotii  aft 
**  all  the  bufinels  under  Owen^  for  the  making  of  the 
^'^difpatchcs  of  their    Common- wealth  in  all  Ian- 
**  guagcs,  and  keeping  of  the  cyphers ;    for  the 
•'  which  he  is  reputed  to  be  a  very  liifEcicnt  Secre- 
tary, and  therein  much  to  exceed  Owen,    But  as 
he  cannot  furpafs  him  in  malice,  fo  likewife  he  is 
not  therein  inferior  to  him.     The  Secretary  Man^ 
"  cicidor  is  Owen*s  Ipecial  fupportcr,  who,  as  I  un- 

« 

(/)  Ibid.  p.  641, 
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•*  derfland,  hath  been  to  vifit  Owen^  fince  his  bdng 
^^  in  prifon,  and  hath  been  a  means  to  procure  him 
•*  further  enlargement  of  liberty  than  he  was  allowed 
**  at  his  firft  commitment.** 

The  fame  day  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  wrote  an- 
other letter  to  the  Earl  of  Salijbury  (iw),  that  one 
Barnes^  who  was  employed  to  make  relation  to  th« 
Nundo  of  the  proceedings  of  Roman  catholics  in 
England  J  had  offered  to  make  a  difcovery  of  the  bu- 
finefs,  wherein  he  fhould  be  employed,  and  had 
communicated  a  letter,  written  by  Dr.  Giffard^  froth 
Ufie^  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pope's  "Nuncio,  lehert-^ 
in^  (ays  Sir  Thomas^  your  Lordfiip  may  firjk  fee  wbai 
charity  they  intend  towards  your  Lordjbifs  filf^  and 
in  the  reft^  the  courfe  of  their  cunning  and  ingenious 

projeHs //  may  pleafe  your  Lordfljipj  if  it  JhM 

fofeem  good  unto  your  Lord/hip* s  judgmont^  that^  it 
making  ufe  of  that  letter^  the  name  of  Dr.  Giffard 
may  be  concealed^  as  much  as  may  be  foffibk  \  fffr 
that  I  am  of  late  entered  into  a  correjpondence  with 
bim^  which  I  hope  to  make  to  be  of  good  ufe  for  bis 
Majefty^s  fervice ;  and  I  would  be  glad  to  make  a 
tryal^  how  he  will  acquit  hrmfelf  therein^  in  regard  of 
the  extraordinary  profeffions  be  hatb  made. 

Barnes  was  at  laft  engaged  by  Sir  Thomas  to  gt> 
to  England^  who  fent  with  hin\  a  letter,  on  the  2  2d 
of  November  J  recommending  him  to  the  Earl  of 
Salijbury  (»). 

Sir  Edward  Hoby^  a  Gcndeman  of  great  learmng^ 
and  audior  of  fevcral  books  in  defence  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  Conftable  of  Sfueenborougb^ 
caftle  in  the  ifle  of  Sheppey^  was  one  of  Sir  Tbmds 
Edmondes^  particular  correfpondehts  ;  and,  on  the 
1 9th  of  November  1 605,  wrote  him  a  letter  of  the 
occurrences  in  England^  of  twelve  pages  in  folio  {a)  % 

(m)  Ibid.  p.  655.  (n)  Ibid.  p.  659.  {0)  Ibid.' 

p.  630. 
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•  in  whfch  he  obfenres,  that,  on  the  fiitt  of  that 
mondi,  Monfr.  Je  Beaumeni^  the  French  Embafllb 
dor  in  England^  departed  towards  Francej  having 
Uft  btUnd  him  a  reapmabk  dift^Ult  here  :  and  that 
**  fuch^  aB  are  apt  to  interpret  all  things  to  the  worft^ 
**  will  not  believe  other,  but  that  MonteagU  might; 
*'  in  policy,  caufc  the  letter  to  be  fent,  fearing  the 
*•  difcovery  already  of  the  letter,  the  rather  that  One 
^*  ^l)amas  fFardy  a  principal  man  about  him,  is  fuf-^ 
•*  pcfted  to  be  acccflary  to  the  treafon.  When  Jon- 
*<  fifH  [i.  e.  Guy  Faux]  was  brought  to  the  King's 
^  preience,  the  King  afked  htm,  how  he  could  con- 
^*  feire  fo  hideous  a  treafon  againft  his  children,  and 
^  to  many  innocent  Ibuls,  which  never  offended 
^^  him.  He  aniwered,  that  it  was  true ;  but  a  dan- 
^^  gerous  difeafe  required  a  defperate  remedy.  He 
^  told  ibme  of  the  ScolSj  that  his  intent  was  to  have 

^  blown  them  back  again  into  Scotland. ^Some 

^'  fay,  that  Northumberland  received  the  like  letter 
*^  that  Monteagle  did,  but  concealed  it.  He  [Faux\ 
«^  hath  further  confefled,  that  there  be  many  Gentle^ 
*'  men,  which  at  this  time  ferve  the  Archduke,  that 
^  have  been  made  privy,  that  they  fhould  be  pre- 
pared for  the  day  for  an  infurreftion  ;  and  that  he 
verily  thinketh  they  will  come  fhordy  over  by  de- 
Agrees." 

Mr.  Dudley  Carleton^  who  was  at  Paris  at  the  dif- 
oovery  of  the  plot,  being  foon  after  fummoned,  by 
letter  from  the  LxM'ds  of  the  Council,  to  return  to 
England^  was  in  fome  perplexity,  what  might  be  the 
occafion  of  it  at  fb  cridcal  conjunfture,  efpecially  at 
be  had  been,  in  the  firfl  year  of  the  King,  Secretary 
lo  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  *,  who  was  in  cuflo^ 
dy,  upon  fufpicion  of  being  in  fome  refpeft  privy 

*  Mr.  Carle  ton  to  S\x  Thomas  Edmondes,  from  London  ^  July  1 1, 
1607.    Sir  Tho  tdmndii\  MS.  Siau-Papers,  Vol  IV. 
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to  the  plot :  and  this  perplexity  of  his  was  hdgh^ 
ned  by  the  behaviour  of  Sir  Thomas  Parry  cowards 
him,  with  whom  he  feetns  to  have  been  but  upon  ill 
terms.  In  his  way  to  England  he  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  from  Calais  (p). 

X 

My  very  good  Lord^ 

**  You  may  marvel  at  the  contrarieties  in  every 
••  letter,  but  will  now,  I  prefume,  marvel  more  at 
the  occaGon.  By  my  laft  I  wrote  to  you,  how  I 
was  tyed  to  a  talk  at  Faris^  by  reafon  of  Lord 
Norreys^s  ficknefs,  and  not  likely  of  long  to  ftif 
*'  from  thence.  On  FridiTf  laft,  with  the  difpatch, 
"  which  was  fent  to  the  Emba^dor,  of  the  newsiii 
^^  England^  there  came  a  particular  letter  from  the 
♦'  Lords  of  the  Council,  by  which  I  was  warned 
**  home.  The  ftile  of  it  was,  they  had  ufe  of  me  for 
•'  his  Majefty*s  fcrvice :  but  hearing  of  my  Lord  of 
Northumberland'^  committing  to  the  bifhop  of 
Canterbury's^  though  I  fee  nothing  to  be  feared, 
"  timeo  tamen.  And  yet  went  I  not  upon  fiire 
*'  ground  for  my  own  innocency,  as  I  prefume  on, 
^^  in  fo  barbarous  an  attempt,  it  were  not  a  good 
"  phrafe  Ihould  draw  in  fuch  poft  out  of  a  place  of 
•*  fecurity  into  the  midft  of  danger.  The  Embaila- 
*'  dor  [Sir  Thomas  Parry]  did  fo  wifely  handle  the 
**  matter,  that  I  was  fung  out  of  his  houfe  with  a 
*'  pfalm,  and  every  one  of  his  fwains  took  their  laft 
*'  leave  of  me ;  and,  being  to  have  audience  of  the 
^^  King  the  next  day  at  St.  Germains^  was  fo  carefiil 
^'  to  fet  me  forward,  that  he  ftaid  a  good  while  to 
^*  fee  me  on  horfeback  -,  and,  for  more  furety,  gave 
*'  charge  to  the  Poftmafter  of  Dover^  who  brought 
**  his  letters,  to  accompany  me.  And,  before  I 
"  parted,  it  was  bruited  all  over  the  town,  and  ad- 
**  vertifed  me  by  fome,  that  heard  it  from  one  of  his 

7>)Ibid.VolJII.p.69i, 
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^  nephews^  that  in  his  dilpatch  h?  had  *  *  to  move 
*^  me  by  fair  perfuafions  and  hopes  of  *  *.  to  iiafte 
••  my  return ;  but  that  I  fhould  find  *  *     I  am  libt 
^  ignorant,  how  nice  thefe  affairs  are ;  and  how  a 
•*  word  let  flip,  by  indifcretion,  or  paflfion,  from  a 
*'  great  man's  mouth,  is  enough  to  ruin  a  poor  fer* 
*'  vant.     But  no  doubts  or  difcouragements  fhall 
^'  m^  me  defpair  of  good  treatment.     And  I  fliall 
*^  account  it  a  double  unhappinels,  if,  by  any  mif- 
^*  adventure,  that  0iould  bef al  me,  the  old  Legate 
^*  fliould  have  fubjedt  to  boafl:  of  negotiating  me 
*^  over  fca.     I  only  wait  wind  and  weather ;  ahd  fo 
**  God  fend  me  good  (hipping.    Thus  much  I  write 
**  to  your  Lordfliip,  becaufe  the  bruit,  I  know,  will 
•*  be  pofted  you  from  Paris^  as  I  look  by  that  okl 
.  **  man's  buzardly  folly  to  be  in  every  Gazette.     But 
**  you  need  take  no  alarm,. for  I  was  never  a  pradU- 
**  icr,  nor  thought  a  fit  marl  in  all  my  life  to  be 
**  made  of  an  ill  council.     Monfr.  Beaumont  was  on 
"  the  way  to  Paris^  as  I  came  ;  but  I  faw  him  not. 
**  I  met  the  young  Lord  Rofs  going  thither,  with  in- 
"  tention  to  travel  three  years.     Betwixt  this  and 
**  Boulogne  I  encountered  two  EngUfi>meH  in  poft, 
"  who,  becaufe  they  came  fo  flenderly  provided, 
**  having  nothing  behind  their  poftilion,  and  con- 
"  cealed  themfelves  from  me,  without  fpcaking  or 
"  anfwering,  whilft  we   changed  horfes,  I  fufpeft 
**  to  be  ftolen  over.  One  of  them  looked  Y\kt  Francis 
^  Trejbam  -,  but  the  fpeech  is,  he  is  in  the  Tower. 
"  It  is  faid  here,  that  Thomas  Percy^  in  his  dreffing, 
"  hath  flain  himfelf  with  the  barber's  inftrument : 
••  that7^&f/i«  either  will  not  or  cannot  confefs  much  of 
*•  the  confpiracy,  though  he  hath  been  thrice  racked 
"  to  the  death  -,  and  that  certain  women  are  appre- 
'*  hended  upon  fufpicion.     Your  Lordfliip  fliall  hear 
*•  from  me  by  the  firft  commodity,  how  I  find  all  at 
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^^  home.    Tlus  night  I  hope  to  pals :  and  fo  I  com<- 
"  mit  you  to  Gbd's  protedion. 

^*  From  Calais  this  firft  day  of  Dicember^  1605^ 
«  N.  S. 

ll7«r  Lordfiip^s  U  do  yon  fervice^ 

Dudley  Carletsoo. 

The  Earl  of  Saluburfy  on  the  ad  of  December 
1605.  wrote  from  fmteball  b;  letter  to  Sir  Thomas 
Edmcndes  (;),  m  which  he  laid:    ^'  HisMaje% 
'*  hath  lately,  and  very  pardcularly^  acknowledged 
*^  the  Archdukes  fincere  dealing  to  their  Embaflih 
*^  dor :  and  indeed  they  could  not  have  eicaped  fome 
*^  ill  judgment  in  the  world,  if  that  creature  Owen^ 
«<  favoured  and  fupported  in  their  Court,  had  not 
**  been  forthcoming,    feeing  how  notoriouQy  hi« 
•*  praAices  (ever  fince  the  late  Queen's  death)  for  an 
^^  mvahon  fhall  be  laid  open»  befides  his  particular 
*^  knowledge  and  dealing  with  Ibme  of  thefe  con^ir 
^*  rators  in  the  infernal  treafon  of  the  powder.    In 
*5  both  which,  becaufe  you  may  know  what  to  give 
**  out  againft  any  conteftation  of  his  friends,  this  is 
^^  that  I  do  warrant  you  to  deliver,  upon  the  forfeiture 
^*  of  my  judgment  in  your  opinion,  that  it  ihall  ap- 
^'  pear  as  evident  as  the  fun  in  the  cleared  day^  that 
*^  Stanley^  Baldwyn^  2xA0wen^  (ince  the  death  of  the 
^  Queen,  were  acquainted  with  a  motion  from  the 
*^  Catholics  to  the  King  of  Spain<^  for  (ending  an 
*«  army  into  England  j  and  in  this  matter  of  the  gun- 
**  powder,  that  Baldwyn  by  means  of  Owen^  and 
**  Owen  direftly  of  himfelf,  have  been  particular  con- 
«*  fpirators.     And  for  Sir  William  Stanley^  though 

^<  you  may  forbear  a  while  to  avow  him  to  have  dealfe 

(f )  Ibid.  p.  694. 
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^  pcrfonaliy  with  any  of  the  confpiratort  in  it,  yet 
•*  you  may  affurc  the  Archdukes,  that  he  was  fo  far 
•*  upon  it,  as  he  was  advifed  to  be  ready j  at  this  Par- 
*^  liament^  to  come  over  intoEng\zx\6j  upon  the  firft 
**  advcrtifcment  from  them!  And  therefore  you  may 
•*  lay,  that  although,  by  virtue  now  of  his  Majefty*J 
•*  commwidmcnt,  yoU  do  only  demand  the  perfbn^ 
•*  of  BaUfoyn  and  Owen  to  be  fent  over ;  yet  you  do 
•*  move  likewife,  that  the  Archdukes  will  make  ftay 
**  of  Sir  frUIiam  Stanley,  to  be  forthcoming,  unti 
•*  his  Majefty  may  inform  the  Archdukes  furdier 
^*  what  he  may  be  charged  with.    But  forafmuch  a$ 
*•  you  have  feemed  to  infinuatc  one  thing,  whereof  the 
^  Archdukes  might  be  jealous ;   which  is,  that  fomc 
••  otbertreafonsandprafticesmaybeobjedledtoOw^, 
^*  befidcs  diis  late  monfter;  you  may  therein  aflurcp 
«•  that  neither  he,  nor  Balihyn,  nor  any  other,  whom 
••  the  Archdukes  fliall  fend  over,  fhall  undergo  any 
**  tryal,  or  fuffer  any  prejudice,  in  life  or  reflraini; 
•*  for  any  odicr  crime  whatever,  but  fliali  be  fafely 
•*  remanded  again  whcrefo^er  the  Archdukes  Ihall 
**  require  the  fame ;  ahhougb  his  Majefty  is  content 
•*  the  Archdukes  flioukl  tonow  thefe  odier  caufes, 
**  which  might  exafpcrace  his  Majefty  againft  them. 
*•  being  committed  in  his  time. 

^*  And  now,  becaufe  1  fpeak  of  the  praftices  of 
*•  Acfe  pcrfons  under  the  Archdukes  with  the  King 
*•  of  Spai^y  you  Ihall  inform  him  particularly,  of 
**  the  great  contentment,  his  Majefty  taketh,  confi- 
•*  dcring  their  rcfidence  there,  and  the.aptnefs  of 
**  thofe,  that  love  not  their  amity,  to  fcandalize  the 
•*  lame,  that  the  very  confpirators  themfelves  do  ac- 
"  knowledge  the  Archdukes  not  only  free  from 
•*  foreknowledge  of  that  employment  into  Spai?$ 
•*  about  the  invafion  5  but  alio  that  the  King  of 
"  Spain  himfclfrefufed  their  overtures,  and  mifliked 
•*  the  fame;  requiring  them  to  fettle  their  own 
••  thoughts  upon  no  other  cxpcftations  to  be  relicv- 
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*'  cd  by  any  hoftile  afts  from  him,  unlefs  the  peace^ 
wherein  bis  Commiffioners,  and  the  Archdukes^ 
were  employed,  fhould  break  off:  Only  this  re- 
ference he  gave  them,  to  rcfort  to  the  Conftable  iA 
the  Low  Countries^  whom  he  had  given  charge  to 
do  the  Catholics  all  the  good  offices  he  could  to-» 
wards  their  Sovereign,  by  recommending  them  in 
fuch  a  fort,  as  one  Prince  may  do  for  the  fubje!^ 
**  of  another. 

**  For  any  other  things,  which  may  be  fit  for  you 
^*  to  know,  and  to  anfwer,  if  you  fhall  be  demand* 
**  cd,  what  farther  perfons  are  difcovcred,  becauie 
**  divers  Noblemen  are  committed^  as  the  Vifcount 
Montagu^  Lord  Mordaunty  and  Lord  Stourton^ 
you  may  fhortl/  anfwer  this^  that  this  pcadlice,  i& 
'*  avowed  by  the  confpirators  to  be  taken  in  hand 
^^  for  the  caufe  of  Religion ;  and  that,  in  all  the  trai- 
**  teroUs  .confultations>  they  were  very  careful  to  pre- 
*'  ferve  fuch  Noblemen,  as  were  Catholics,  from  the 
blow ;  for  which  purpofe  Cateshy  .  naming  thofc 
three  aforefaid,  and  Percy  others,  it  appeared,  that 
thofe  three  were  abfent  without  juft  occafion ;  and 
that  Catesby  had  told  his  complices,  which  are  left 
alive,  a  good  while  before  the  difcovery,  that,  he 
^*  was  fure,  thofe  three  ftiould  be  abfent.  Where- 
upon  thofe  men's  religion  confidered,  and  the  con- 
tinual converfation,  in  wluch  the  principal  confpi* 
rators  had  lived  thefe  three  years  lafl:  pafl:  with 
*^  thefe  men,  their  deareit  friends  i  his  Majeiiy,  and 
*^  this  State,  could  do  no  lefs  than  they  have  done^ 
in  making  fure  of  their  perfons  ^  which  being 
granted,  you  know  there  is  no  other  prifon  foe 
the  Nobility,  efpecially  in  any  queftion  for  mat-, 
ter  of  State,  but  the  I'ower  of  London ;  a  matter, 
*'  wherein  I  enlarge  myfelf  for  the  form  •,  becaufe 
**  you  may  the  better  fatisfy  your  own  judgment  in 
**  the  like  courfe  taken  with  the  Earl  of  Nortbum^^ 
^*  hcrlandy  on  Whom  though  it  cannot  be  caft,  diac 
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**  that  he  was  abfent ;  yet  becaufe  Percy  only  named 
**  him  and  the  Lord  Monteagky  and  that  Mont  eagle 
♦'  had  a  letter  of  warning,  together  with  the  circum- 
**  ftances  of  Percy^s  inwardnefs,  and  his  coming  out 
**  of  the  North  three  days  before  the  time,  and  his 
**  refort  to  the  Earl  not  twenty  hours  before  this 
villainy  fhould  have  been  afted,  the  prefumption 
hath  been  thought  fufEcient  likewife  to  commit 
him  to  the  like  place  and  cuftody  5  and  thus  much 
the  ratfcer,  becaufe  the  Earl,  upon  the  death  of  the 
**'  Queen,  and  after,  had  declared  often  to  the  King, 
**  that  the  Catholics  had  offered  themfelves  to  de- 
*'  pend  upon  him^  in  all  their  courfes,  fo  far,  as  his 
*•'  Majefty  making  him  know  his  pleafure,  he 
<<  doubted  not  but  co  contain  them  from  any  ei^- 
*'  tremity. 

Thus  you  have  as  much,  as  may  fatisfy  all  re- 
ports of  more  or  Icfs  than  I  have  written  ;  where^ 
*'  in,  affure  yourfelf,  that  fuch  is  the  juftice  of  this 
**  time,  as  if  no  more  appear  than  this,  which  may 
**  well  dcferve  as  mych  as  is  done,  there  Ihall  be  no 
'*'  fuch  rules  of  rigorous  policy  praftifed  up6n  a  No- 
'**  bleman,  of  his  blood  and  quality,  as  not  to  fet  him 
**  free  again,  without  touch  of  his  eftate ;  affuring 
*  *  you,  for  mine  own  part,  that  although  it  is  not 
*'  improbable,  that  Percy  gave  him  ^fome  general 
"  warning,  according  to  his  resolution  with  his  conr 
*'  federates,  and  that  there  is  no  direft  proof,  whc- 
*'  ther  the  Eari  would  have  been  prcfent  at  the  Par- 
**  h'ament  or  not,  becaufe  the  hour  was  prevented 
•«  of  the  execution,  wherein  it  may  be  faid,  he  might 
**  in  difcretiori  have  forborn  to  offer  any  (hew  of 
**  abfence  till  the  very  inftant ;  yet  I  believe,  that 
"  Percy  never  durft  acqu^nt  a  Nobleman,  of  his 
^^  birth,  alliance,  and  difpofidon,  with  fo  unnatural 
^'  and  favage  a  plot  as  that,  wherein  fo  many,  whom 
**  hi  irifelf  loved,  muft  have  pcrilhed.  Only  this  is 
*'.  jthc  misfortune,  that  Catesby  and  Percy  beir^dead, 
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**  hiR  innocency,  or  his  guiltinrfs,  muft  both  depend 
^^  upon  circumftances  of  other  perfons  apd  time. 

^^  P.S.  I  thank  you  for  your  care  in  entertuning 
"  that  pverture,  which  may  happily  bring  to  light 
^^  the  prafticcs  againil  me ;  which  as  I  contenin,  iq 
•*  refpeft  of  the  zeal  I  carry  to  the  cgufe,  for  which 
^*  they  hate  me  ;  Tq  do  I  afllire  you  I  have  as  many 
^^  circumflances  to  confirm  it9  as  ever  fo  poor  a  man 
^<  as  I  had.  But  I  know  my  anchor-hold,  and  leave 
♦*  all  to  his  Divine  pleafurc.  ^ 

The  Lord  Moraaunt^  and  the  Lord  Stourion^ 
mentioned  in  this  letter,  were  imprifoned  in  the  Tamer 
for  fome  time»  and  at  laft  reifeemed  by  a  fine  in  the 
JSt^r-chamber  {a)i  But  the  Earl\)f  Nortbumberland 
was  not  only  fined,  on  the  27th  of  June  i6o6^hj 
that  Chamber,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  (^),  but  ccinci* 
pued  prilbner  in  theTVo;^  till  the  year  16 19,  when 
he  was  fet  at  liberty  by  the  intereft  of  the  Lord  Ha^^ 
afterwards  Earl  of  Carlijle*^  who  had  married  lus 
younger  daughter  I^cy^  celebrated  i|i  the  poems  of 
H^aller^  and  Qther  poets  of  that  age.  puring  his  im* 
prifonment  he  amufed  himfelf  with  the  converfadof). 
pf  fome  of  the  mod  eminent  Mathematicians  and 
Philofophers  of  thoie  dmes,  pardcularly  Mr.  Tbomas- 
Hurriot^  whofe  4^Us  analytics  praxis  is  dedicated 
to  his  Lordfhip ;  Mr.  JVaUir  iPamer^  Mr.  Hues^ 
author  of  the  treatiie  on  .  the  Globes,  and  Mr.  iVa- 
ibauael  T^rperley  ^  to  all  whom  his  Lprdfliip  gare 
peniions  fpr  their  encouragement  in  their  (hidies  (^)» 
Several  years  after  he  had  been  confined,  viz.  in 
1611,  a  new  difcpyery  was  made,  which  brought  \^ 
LordOiip  to  another  examination.  The  affair  is  thus 
repreiented  byNthe  Earl  of  Salisbury^  oi)  the  25th  of 


{a)  Camdcni  Annales  Regis  Jacobi,  p.  j.    and  Arthur 
fin\  Life  of  King  Ju^es  I.  p.  53.  edit.  Und.  165J.     [b)  Cam< 
ticn,  ubi  faprft.         *  Wilfin^  ubi  fupra,  p.  i  jo.  (r )  l>r. 

'Alexandwr  BiemsTs  works.  Treat,  z.  Led.  26.  and  ITioii  AthcA. 
Ojcoo.  ^aL  I.  col.  460,  461, 46  j|  and  566. 
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ymfy  161 1,  to  Sir  Tbd,  Edmondes  (d) :  There  was  one 
Elkesy  a  fervant  of  the  Earl  of  Nerthtmhrlandy  and  one, 
who  was  no  ftranger  to  his  fecrets,  who  complained 
to  fome  private  friends  (who  yet  kept  it  with  no 
privacy),  that  he  ftood  in  fome  danger  of  his  life, 
fedng  he  obferved  his  Lord's  afFeftion  to  grow  fome- 
what  cold  towards  him  ;  which,  he  conceived,  could 
proceed  from  no  other  caufe  but  jealoufy,  left  he  fhould 
reveal  fome  fecrets,  which  he  had  revealed  to  him 
concerning  the  Powder-trealbn.  This  being  difco- 
vered,  the  Earl  was  examined,  and  confeffed  two 
things :  The  one,  that,  after  he  was  committed  to 
the  ^awcTy  and  before  he  came  to  the  Star-cbamberj  he 
wrote  to  his  brother  Sir  Man  Percy ^  to  take  it  upon 
him,  that,  by  his  means,  Percy  was  admitted  a  Gen- 
deman-penfioner  to  his  Majcfty,  and  fuffered  to  cf- 
cape  the  oath:  The  other,  that  he  was  made  acqusunted 
with  the  hiring  of  that  houfe,  from  whence  the  mine 
was  made :  Both  which  fa£ts  he  had  ftrongly  denied 
before.  And  though  tbey  be  not^  fays  Lord  Salisbu-^ 
tyj  of  fueb  nature  (in  regard  tbey  do  not  neceffa- 
tily  enforce  tbe  knowledge  of  tbe  fait)  as  to  call 
bm  to  a  tryal  for  life  or  lands ;  yet  tbey  ferve  to 
JH^ify  tbe  former  proceedings y  tbofe  points  being  now 
cleared  J  wbicby  at  tbat  timcj  were  butprefumed.  His 
Lordfhip  died  on  the  5th  of  November  1632,  and 
left,  by  his  Lady,  Dorotby^  eWeft  daughter  to  fVaU 
ter  DevreuXj  Earl  of  EjfeUy  two  fons,  Algernon^  af- 
terwards Earl  of  Nortbumberlandy  and  Lord  High- 
Admiral  ;  and  Henry y  created,  by  King  €barles  t 
Jjord  Percy  of  Alnwick^  in  the  county  of  Nortbumr 
berland^  and  two  daughters,  Dorotby^  married  to 
Robert  J  the  fecond  EarTof  Leicefter^  and  Lucy^  Coun* 
tefi  of  Carliftcy  above-mentioned. 

Some  new  difcoveries,  relating  to  the  plot,  being 
made  by  Sir  "Thomas  Edmondes^  he  gave  the  Earl  of 

{d)  Sir  Tip.  EdrnmUs't  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  VII.  p.  347 
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Salisbury  an  account  of  them  in  a  letter  of  the  5th  of 
December  1605  {e).     **  1  think  it  my  duty^  fays  he^ 
*'  to  prefcnt  to  your  Lordlhip's  confideration  any 
*^  material  new  circumftances,  which  come  to  my 
**  knowledge,  that  may  ferve  to  make  further  dilco- 
^'  very  of  the  defigns  of  the  late  intended  execrable 
^^  trew)n,  although  the  fame  be  already  otherwife 
**  fufficiently  manifefted.     Some,  which  call  to  mind 
^'  what  courfe  there  was  firft  held  in  the  levying  of 
**  iht -Englijb  regiment,  wlucji  fcrveth  here,  and 
^'  could  not,  as  they  profefs,  then  forefce  the  pro- 
^'  jeded  praftices  of  that  time,  have  now  told  me, 
that,  when  they  were  fuitors  to  have  place  in  the 
fame  regiment,  they  were  direftly  told,  that  they 
failed  in  the  right  way  of  prevailing ;  for  that 
they  did  not  feek  their  recommendation  from  the 
Jefuits^  ^nd  under  them  from  Catesby^  who  had  the 
fpecial  charge  to  employ  himfelf  for  the  raifing  of 
*'  the  faid  regiment  j  and  to  procure,  ^t  Six  Charles 
*'  Percy  might  command  the  fame.     And,  confidcr-  * 
*'  ing  that  their  firft  drift  was,  if  they  had    nojt 
?*  been  dif^ppointed  therein^  to  have  employed  no 
**  other,  for  commanders  in  the  laid  Regiment,  than 
*'  fuch  as  were  the  chofcn  inftrumepts  of  the  y^Z/j-, 
**  he  verily  believech,  that  they  did,  at  that  time,  de- 
*'  iSgn,  that  this  Regiment  Jhould  ferve  for  the  fecond- 
*'  /«^  of  their  enterprizes  after  tbp  execHtion  thereof^ 
^*  Here  do  ftill  remain,  both  of  paptains  and  others, 
*'  fome  as  iil-affefted  members,  as  cquld  have  been 
*'  chofen  for  that  purpofe  ;   and,  amongft  the  ref^, 
V  one  Captain  James  Blounty  who  is  a  very  violent 
f  *  and  malicious  fpirir,  and  hath  been  a  moft  inward 
*'  depender  upon  Catesby  and  Sir  Edward Baineham^  of 
"  whom  there  is  very  probable  fufpicion  to  believe, 
•'  that  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  plot^    ai^d 
♦*  it  is  thought,  that  he  is  gone  to  Rome  to  acquaint 

{<)  Sir  T/jo.  EJmfidts's  MS,  ^Ute-Papers,  Vol.  III.  p.  7^0. 
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^  the  confederates  there  with  the  affurance  thereof, 
according  to  their  conceits  at  that  time.  It  i$ 
lately  advertifcd  hither  from  Romey  by  a  fufEcient 
**  perfbn,  that  there  was  a  hkeUhood  oiParfonsh  com- 
**  ing  into  thefe  countries,  which  was  judged  there 
'**  to  import  fome  very  extraordinary  occafion ;  and, 
**  as  there  is  reafon  now  to  think,  it  was  to  attend 
their  expefted  harveft  in  England.  It  is,  more- 
over, laid,  that  Parfons  was  in  hand  to  fend  down 
into  thefe  parts,  for  fome  extraordinary  fervice,  one 
"  Ellioty  that  hath  long  lived  with  him  in  Spain^ 
^^  and  is  as  dangerous  and  enterprifing  a  fcUow  as 
can  be.  It  is  here  conceived  by  thofe,  which  caa 
well  judge  of  thefe  men*s  purpofes,  that  their  jour- 
^*  ney  intended  feme  very  Ipecial  commiflion ;  but 
•*  it  is  likely,  that  thofe  defigns  will  be  now  changed, 
♦*  as  matters  have  fince  fallen  out/* 

Sir  Thomas  EdmondeSy  in  his  letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Salisbury^  of  the  20th  of  the  fame  month  (/),  gave 
a  farther  account  of  Father  ParfonSy  who  took  his 
journey  from  i?^w^  with  a  defign,  as  it  was  thought, 
to  have  come  into  the  Low  Countries. ;  but,  meeting 
with  the  news  of  the  failing  of  the  enterprize  of 
^nglandj  was  much  aftoniflied  with  it,  and  returned 
prefendy  to  Rome.  It  was  alfo  conceived,  that  Sir 
$dniund  Bainebam\  paflage  in  poft  into  lialy^  was 
exprefly  to  meet  Parfons  •,  but  he  returned,  with  the 
Jike  fpecd,  into  the  Low  Countries^  and  remained  for 
a  while  fccretly  at  Lijle. 

OiKieny  and  ^aldwyn  the  Jefuit,  who  were  charged 
vith  being  privy  to  the  Gunpowder-plpt,  being  de- 
manded by  Sir  Thomas  Eidmondes  to  be  delivered  up 
into  King  James^^  hands,  the  Archduke  refufed  it ; 
though  his  Majefty  promifed,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  called  in  queflion  for  any  crime  antecedent  to  that 
plot  *,  and  that  the  proceeding  againft  theni  (hould 

ff)  Ibid.  p.  730. 
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be  only  in  the  prefence  of  the  Archduke's  Emba(^ 
fador,  without  ufing  any  kind  of  torture,  but  onJy 
to  cx>nvi£t  them  by  fuch  proofs,as  fliould  be  produced 
againll  them ;  or,  if  it  fhould  other^dfe  fall  out,  that 
they  ftiould  be  fcnt  back  to  Bruffeb.  The  Arch- 
duke's anfwer  was,  that,  with  refpedt  to  BaUwym, 
diey  could  not  meddle  with  him,  he  being  a  religious 
man ;  but  that,  by  the  orders  of  the  CSiurch,  which 
they  were  bound  to  obey,  they  muft  refer  him  to  be 
ccnfured  by  his  fuperiors.  And,  as  for  Owetij  they 
muft  wait  for  the  direftions  of  the  King  of  Spain  re- 
lating to  him,  becaufe  he  was  a  more  immediate  fer- 
vant  to  that  Crown,  than  to  the  Archduke  (g).  It 
was  long  before  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  could  perfuade 
the  Court  of  Brujfels  to  believe  the'trudi  of  the  con- 
fpiracy,  becaufe  the  Catholics  were  interefted  in  it ; 
but  fometimes  they  would  have  it  to  be  an  artifice 
of  the  Puritans  agaiiift  them ;  and  then  a  defi^  of 
the  Hollanders^  who  were  enemies  to  Monarches,  Co 
Ijiave  reduced  the  State  of  England  to  the  fame  con- 
dition as  their  own  of  a  Commonwealth.  But,  at 
laft,  when  they  could  no  longer  conteft  the  faft,  diey 
pretended,  that  //  was  tbe  work  of  the  Devil,  ex- 
fr^  to  banijb  and  extirpate  tbe  Catholic  religion  out 
0f  England  {b).  King  James  therefore  continued  to 
infift,  that  Baldwyny  Baily^  Owen^s  aflbciate,  who  kept 
his  pa^s  and  cyphers,  and  Sir  JViUiam  Stanley^ 
might  remain  fordicoming ;  and  that  for  Owen^  he 
would  wait  the  King  of  Spain*s  refolurion ;  but  that 
Sir  Thomas  Edmondes j  his  Embaflador,  might  exa* 
mine  Owen*s  papers,  at  leaft  fuch  of  them,  as  were 
fubfequent  to  the  time  when  Owen  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  dot.  But  his  Majefty  underftand- 
ingi  that  the  Archduke  mifliked  this,  fearing,  that 

fg)  Sir  Ti^.  Edmondes  to  Sir  Cbarla  Cormvalfis,  EmbaflTador 
in  Sfain,  from  Btujtls  27  Decemh,  160^.  O.  S.  fFiMwoU*6  Me- 
Biorialt*  Vol.  II.  p.  183.        (h)  Ibid.  p.  183,  184. 

thereby 


England,  Trztice;  and  Bmffch:      a  51 

tfiertby  many  other  intdligences  and  correfpond- 
ence  might  be  difcovered,  to  the  prgudice  of  his 
State,  he  thought  proper  not  to  trouble  himfetf 
£uther  about  it  ;  but  to  leave  it  to  the  Arch* 
duke's  difcretion,  confidering  how  little  the  vifiting 
of  thofe  papers  might  avail  hi^  Majefly,  which  he 
pofuaded  himfelf  had  been  well  v|(i.ted  before ;  and 
the  liberty,  which  Owen  had  had  io  prifion^  to  be  vi*^ 
fited  and  counielled  by  all  his  friends^  e4>eciaUy  by 
ManciciJar,  the  Spanijb  Secretajry,  and  others  of  the 
Jefuited  fa£kion»  who  were  zealous  for  his  protec- 
tion (/)•  The  Court  of  Spain  at  laft  feht  orders  for 
the  tryal  of  Owen  at  Bruffels  y  but  King  Jams  re- 
fufing  to  prolecute  him  there,  he  was  difcharged  mt 
of  coftody  {k\  and  afterwards  went  to  Madrid^  wMre 
he  arrived  on  the  29th  of  September  1606  (/)»  Fa«> 
ther  Baldwyn  likewifc  efcaped  without  punifliment^ 
till^^i^  1 610,  when  he  was  feized,  as  he  was-  paflr 
ing  through  the  Pdatinate^  and  delivered  to  Sir 
Ralph  fVimvoodi  who  procured  him  to  be  fent  to 
^gland  (m)^  where  he  was  kept  prifoner  till  Nov. 
z6i2,  when  he  wa$  exchanged  for  Mr.  Mple^  the 
Jjord  Rojfe^s  tutor^  who  was  in  the  inquifition  at 

The  defign  of  tranfpotdng  the  Engltjb  Regioienit 
in  the  Archduke's  fervice  into  England^  upon  th^ 
execution  of  the  plot,  is  confirmed  by  Sir  *Jibma^ 
Edmonies*%  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Salishry^.  of  the  a^d 
pfjamary  1605-6  (o)j  wherein  he  cLfepres,  tbtt 

{i)  Earl  of  SaRsbury  to  Sir  Chariu  Comwallu,  from  JFiia^ 
h^  ^oxk  Jamuary  1605-6.  Ibid.  p.  iSp*  I90.  {k)  SirTi^. 

E^bmtuks  to  Sir  CbarUs  Cor^waiUs,  from  Bn^Is,  iz  June  1606,^ 
O.S.  Ibid.  p.  233.  (/)  Sir  Charks  Cormva/iis  to  the  Lords 

pf  the  Frivy^conncUy  Jlf«i^  30th  S^mier  1606,  Q.S,  Ibid, 
p.  25  8.  («»)  Sir  Ra^  Wiuwpod  to  the  Earl  of  SaUshmy^  zzd 
A^.  l6io»  0.  5.  and  to  Mr«  John  Cinmieriaint  23  Jvg.  i6io. 
Vol.  III.  Ibid.  p.  21 O9  21 1.  r»)  Ibid.  p.  407.  [0}  Sir  TX^. 
r>  MS.  Suite-JPapen,  Vol. III.  p.  1 3. 
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iie  had,  in  his  laft  letter  of  the  7th  of  that  month, 
informed  his  Lordlhip  "  what  Captain  James  Blounty 
who  was  very  IhAvard  with  Catesby  and  Sir  Edmund 
Bainebamj  did  privately  confefs,  of  the  knowledge 
:**  he  had  of  the  defign  of  the  confpirators  in  the  late 
•'  treafon,  to  have  tranfported  the  Englijh  Regiment 
•*  into  England^  for  the  favouringvof  their  intended 
**  pradlice  5  the  which  information  was  firft  brought 
**  unto  me  by  Sir  Griffin  Markham^  to  whom  BUmnty 
**  out  of  confidence,  did  difcover  himfelf ;  but  Sir 
^*  Griffin  dcrire4  it  might  be  forborne  for  a  while  to 
"•*  produce  him  for  author  thereof.**  Sir  Thomas  cky- 
fervcs  likewife,  that  Sir  fVilliam  Windjor  was  privy 
to  that  defign. 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury  wrote,  on  the  1 2th  of  Fe- 
hruary  1 605-6,  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  (p\  that  his 
Msyefty's  people  in  general,  but,  above  all,  in  par* 
-dcular  the  Lower  Houfe  of  Parliament,  were  inca- 
pable almoft  of  any  otTier  belief,  than  a  mere  con- 
demnation of  thofe  Englijb  troops,  which  ferved  the 
Archduke,  to  have  been  dcftined  for  the  Jeconds  of 
the  Gunpowder-ireafon  5  and,  in  that  refpeft,  they 
'eameftly  prefied,  that  not  only  none  fhould  be  fut- 
fcred  any  more  to  go  thither,  but  alfo  to  revoke  thole, 
that  were  there  in  fervice  already,  '*  confidering  how 
^*  dangerous  it  might  prove  to  this  State,  to  have  fo 
many  iU^afFeded  in  Religion  enabled  in  means,  and 
trained  in  martial  fervices,  which  might  one  day 
*^  convert  their  fwords  to  the  prejudice  of  the  efta- 
**  bliOied  Government ;  and  that  even  all.the  Semi-* 
♦*  naries  breed  treafonable  Ijpirits.'* 

Sir  George  Carew,  who  was  arrived  at  Paris^  where 
he  was  Embaffador,  began  now  a  correfpondenCe 
with  Sir  Tiomas  Edmondes ;  and,  on  the  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1605-6, 0.  S.  wrote  to  him  from  thence  (j), 
fhat  **  the  conljpiracy  of  England  they  do  here.un* 

if)  Ibid.  p.  35.  (V)  Ibid.  p.  49. 
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*«  doubtedly  attribute  to  the  Catboliques  ffEfpagne  % 
**  the  King  [pf  France]  himfclf  feeming  very  well 
^*  pleafed  with  the  forwardncfs  of  Monfr.  de  Vic^  \n 
^^  ^eUveringunto  me  one  at  Calais^  who  bad  confelT- 
**  ed  to  have  -fled  thither,  becaufe  he  would  reveal 
^  fuch  as  he  knew  guilty  in  England ;  faying,  that 
*<  Baldwyn  and  Owen^  he  was  aflured,  would  not  be 
?*  delivered."     Theiame  Gentleman  alio,  in  a  letter 
of  the  1 6th  of  the  fame:  month  to  Mr.  fFimvocdy  oh-^ 
fervcdfrj,  that  there  was  news  lately  brought  to 
Paris  out  of  Germany  J  of  a  maflacre  contrived  againft 
thofe  of  the  Religion,  in  the  country  of  Valais^  by  2 
Capuchin :  And  that  one  of  the  plot,  deGring  to  fave 
a  friend  of  his,  dealt  with  him.  to  depart  out  of  the 
country  for  a  time ;    and^  being  prdTed  to  tell  the 
reaibn,  difcovcred  it :  whereby  the  Chief  of  the  Re- 
ligion aflembling  together,  furprifcd  the  principal 
peribns  concerned  in  the  defign*  two  days  before  the 
time  of  the  maffacre;  whom,  having  in  their  hands, 
they  were  contented  to  let  gq,  on  their  oath  never  to 
receive  again  any  Capuchin  or  Jefuil  into  their  coun- 
try. .  ^hey  do  feem^  fays  Sir  George^  to  hold  liere^ 
that  this  had  fome  dependence  on  the  plot  in  England, 
andjbould  havefeconded  that  devilijb  enterprize,  that 
the  aftonijhment  might  have  been  the  greater^  coming 
from  fundry  parts  of  the  world. 

Sir  Henry  Wotton  likewife,  who  was  fcnt  EmbaC* 
fador  to  Venice  in  July  1604  Cj^,  correfpondcd  mth 
Sir  Thomas  EdmondeSy  to  whom  he  wrote  from  thence. 
09.  the  20th  of  January  1605-6  (/),  an  account  of  the 
death  of  Marino  Grimani  the  D^,  and  the  eleftion 
of  the  Cavalier  Leonardo  Donato,  on  the  i  oth  of  that 
inooth,  into  that  poft  (v)i  "a  wife  and  beaten  man 

(r)  WifPWfH)J*s  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  196.  (s)  Ibid.  p.  25. 
{t)  Sir  nomas  Eclmo7tdes*s  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  III.  p.  5. 
fnr)  Interdict!  Vcneti  Hiftoria,  Authorc  Paulo  Sarpio,  Vcneto^ 
p.  1 8.  edit.  Cantabrigiae  1626,  in  ifto. 
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*^  in  the  world,  fiys  be^  eloquent,  reiblute,  provj- 
^*  dent.  And  of  all  this  the  State  ieemeth  to  haive 
*^  very  much  need,  being  falleo  ineo  terms  of  great 
connunacy  widi  the  Pope ;  whereupon  hath  en- 
food  a  monitorial  Brief,  fummoning  theSgnory 
to  obedienGe,  and,  in  defeft  thereof,  menacing  the 
Excommunicatory  fentence,  which  indeed  diey 
have  incurred  iffo  f^(f^  or  lata  fenteniia^  as  the 
^^  Canonifts  term  it.  And  therefore  the  manner  of 
^^  proceeding  with  them  hath  bem  (bmewhat  indul- 
^'  gent,  as  hath  been  very  well  ur^  by  the  Nmuie 
^  here*  The  c^ufes  of  the  breach  have  been  dcniai 
^  of  Decime^  prohibition  of  immoveable  legacies  to 
holy  ufe,  and  the  like  *,  but  e(pecidly  the  laying 
of  fecukr  hands  upon  men  of  the  Clergy,  as  on  an 
^^  Abbot  srccufed  of  many  foul  crimes,  and  a  Can^ 
*^  mc{?  of  Fifenzdj  for  diihonouring  a  viigin ;  which 
**  laft  is,  in  this  torrupted  country,  efteemed  the 
^^  moft  heinous  and  prejudicial  to  Papal  authority  of 
**  all  imaginable  caufes.  They  have  here  chofen  the 
^^  Cavalier  Duodo  (who  was  lent  to  congratulate  with 
*^  his  Majefty)  Extraordinary  Embaf&dor  to  die 
\^  Pope  about  this  bufineis ;  ib  applicable  are  their 
•*  inftruments  to  contrary  offices/'  Sir  Hemy  wrote 
^Igain  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondts^  on  the  1 7th  of  i^^rsr- 
ary^  N.  S.  following  (w)^  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  dit 
pute  between  the  Venetians  and  the  Pope ;  in  which 
he  bbferved,  that  whereas  there  were  two  remedies ;  tb$ 
me^  t4  do  that  J  which  the  Pope  deftretb ;  the  other ^  U 
give  him /indent  t'eafon^  why  tbtyfoould  not  doit  \ 
At  Venetians  hzd  refolved,  even  from  the  beginning, 
upon  the  fecond.  ^^  And  I  muft  needs  tell  your 
Lordlhip,yi)Fi  Sir  Henry,  not  in  fport,  but  in  very 
earneft,  that  this  breach  hath  here  put  many  kinds 
♦•  of  men  into  work ;  the  Politiqucs,  how  to  find  de- 
*<  lays  i  the  Canonifls,  how  to  find  diftin&ions ;  the 

(ov)  Sir  Thomas  Edmwies^  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  III.  p.  ^ft 
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^^  Divmes,  how  to  find  a  new  religion  ;  which  laft 
*•  point  they  divided  into  two  refolutions,  either  to 
^'  force  their  Latin  priefts  to  fay  Mais  after  the  ex* 
**  communication,  or  to  pafs  to  the  Greek  faith.  Our 
**  new  Prince  Is  warm  in  the  caufe,  and  very  well 
^*  {killed  in  the  Reman  Court,  where  he  hath  been 
^  nine  times  in  quality  of  Embafiador/* 

Sir  Grijfin  Markbam  oontinued  his  dllcovertes  to 
Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  concerning  the  Gunpowd^« 
plot;  and,  on  the  ift  of  March  1605-6,  N.S.  in* 
formed  hint  in  a  letter  (x)^  that  Captain  Blcunt  had 
declared  to  him  at  Tilment  foon  after  Chrijimasy  that 
he  thought  him.  Sir  Griffin^  not  for  their  purpofe^ 
Sir  Gr^n  asldng,  What  pttrpefe?  and  whether  be 
knew  any  thing  of  this  plot,  or  not  ?  the  Captain  an^* 
fwcrcd,  Noy  not  of  any  things  favit^  that^  upon  tke 
execution^  their  Regiment  would  be  carried  over  with 
it. 

This  fad  of  the£«5f/^  Regiment  ift  the  Archduke'^ 
fenrice  being  defigned  to  be  employed  to  fcoond  the 
execution  of  the  plot,  (hews  the  fchenoe  to  have  been 
mQre  eztenlively  laid,  than  has  been  generally  repr^ 
iented  by  our  Hiftorians.  And  the  extrafls,  which 
have  been  ^ven  above,  from  Sir  Thomas  Edmonde/s 
ktters  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  will  add  new  we^t 
to  what  has  been  already  publilhed,  in  proof  of  the 
icality  of  that  plot,  which  was  never  denied  by  the 
Goufpiiators  themfelves,  who  fuSered  for  it>  Sr 
Edward  Digby  even  boafting,  in  all  his  letters,  written 
during  his  imprifonment,  and  afterwards  difcovered^ 
of  his  fhare  in  it,  as  an  a£t  of  moft  mentorious  zeal 
and  piety.  The  Papifts  therefore,  of  later  times,  af- 
•Jord  an  inftance  c^  amazing  fcepticifm,  and  equal  af- 
furance,  who  afFeft,  without  the  leafb  {hadow  of  pro- 
Jbability,  to  reprefent  fb  complicated  and  deep-laid  a 
coD^uracy,  as  a  mere  minilterial  aiid  political  con  • 

(jc)  Ibid,  p,  99: 
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trivance,  formed  by  the  Earl  o<iS<Jiihurj,i<x^ 
difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  Roman  Cathohc  religion  i» 

The  difcovery  of  the  plot  occafioned  the  Parlia- 
ment to  injoin  the  Oath  ofallegiante  to  the  King, 
and  to  en^£k  feveral  laws  BgM  Popery,  and  efpe- 
cially  againft  the  Jefuits  and  Pri^s,  who,  as  the  Earl 
of  S^/S«ry  obferved  (a),  fought  tohrtngall  tbmgs 
into  confufion  i  and  particularly,  to  obhge  all  pcrfons, 
who  Ihould  go  out  of  the  Kingdom,  to  ferve  any 
fdreign  Prince  or  State,  to  take  the  Oath  of  St^e^ 
Lo'  at  the  ports,  and,  if  they  were  perfons  of  Qua- 
litvTor  of  Command,,  to  enter  hkcwife  into  bond  of 
twoity  pounds  and  upwards,  accordingto  the  quahty 
of  theTrfon,  that  they  fhould  not  be  reconciled  to 
the  Church  of  Rome^  «?or  entertain  pra<aice  againft 
S,^  <5tatcV* }.  In  pairing  thefe  laws  for  the  fecurity 
^iTpr^teJian^  Religion,  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  ex- 
^cd  himfelf  with  dirtinguifhed  zeal  and  vigour ; 
vrhich  gaine(i  him  great  love  and  honour  from  the 
Kinedom  a^  appeared,  in  fome  meafure,  in  the  unur 
-S  atXce^uVn  him  at  his  inftaUa«>n  ir^o  the 
^der  of  the  Garter  (c),  on  the  20th  of  Afoy  i6o6,at 

^D^^lht  courfe  of  the  year  1606.  there  arc  no 
letters  of  Sir  thomas  Edmndes  among  his  papers  ; 
b^'n  Ae  coUeaion  of  Sir  Ralphmnwocd(e).  Ae« 
Sne  of  his  to  Sir  Charles  Cort^alhs  dated  ztBruf. 
f^lrA  June.  0.  S.  wherein  he  obf^es,  with  re- 
{^ to  Owen,  and  the  other  EnghA  fu^aves  there, 
tCt"°  what  they  had  fufFered.for  the  matter, 
«  whereoTthey  were  accufed,  ferveth  but  only  to 
«  make  them  more  and  more  recommendable  •,  for 

"StoMr  rLw:47«-'6o6.  Ibid.p.2.6  <^)  C«nu 
;l'in!;JlerReguJ«obi,p.S.  W '^'-W*  Mcmor«ls. 

Vol.  II.  p.  233"  *«  their 
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•*  their  opinions  fway  as  effcdually  a$  ever  they  didt 
**  in  the  carrying  of  all  matters  touching  our  nation 
**  here . . .  Concerning  Capt^n  James  Blounty  whom 
•*  your  Lordfliip  certified  to  be  arrived  in  thofe  parts ; 
**  it  is  true,  as  your  Lbrdlhip  writeth,  that  I  had 
•'  commandment  from  his  Majcfty  to  require  him  to 
**  make  his  repair  into  England^  to  anfwer  unto  fuch 
matters,  as  were  there  to  be  obje£bed  againft  him ; 
being  indeed  deteAed  (as  fome  others  of  his  coat 
^*  here  are)  to  have  defigned  to  have  carried  away 
**  the  Englijh  Regiment  into  England  for  the  aflift- 
•*  ing  of  Catesbfs  enterprize  (to  whom  he  was  crea-  • 
**  tunc)  after  the  execution  thereof :  And,  he  refufing  ' 
*'  to  obey  his  Majcfty*s  commandment  therein,  \ 
"  was  commanded  not  to  urge  the  delivery  of  him, 
**  feeing  the  rcqueft  was  before  denied  for  perfons 
•*  that  were  notorioufly  culpable.  And,  according  to 
this  precife  dire£lion  given  me,  I  dare  take  upon 
me  to  advife  your  Lordlhip  to  govern  yourfelf 
likewife,  not  troubling  yourfelf  about  hin>,  than  to 
'*'  make  him  there  known  for  fuch  as  he  is.'*  This 
Blouni  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 606,  lent 
by  the  King  of  Spain  into  the  Low  Countries^  with 
a  penlion  of  fifty  crowns  a  month,  the  Spanijh  Court 
fecretly  giving  the  beft  countenance  and  ear  to  tbofe^ 
who  were  worft  affeSied  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  bis  government  (f): 

'  Since  the  return  of  Monfr;  de  Beaumont  to  France^ 
in  the  beginning  of  November  1 605,  Henry  IV .  had 
ho  Embaflador  in  England  till  April  1606.  when  he 
fent  thither  Monfr.  Anthony  le  Fevre  de  la  Boderie  in 
that  poft,  who  was  a  man  of  fuch  extraordinary  me- 
rit, that  the  famous  Monfr.  Arnaud  d'Andilly^  who 
married  his  daughter,  fays  (g)y  that  no  man  in  France 

(/)  Sir  Charles  Cortrwallis  to  the  Earl  of  Salishutyy  Ibid.  p. 
?9^-  {g)  Memoires  de  Meff.  Robert  Arnaud  d'Andilly, 

ccritcs  parlui-meme,  Part.  I.  p.  94,  95.  edit  Hambourg  1734. 
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was  thought,  fo  capable  as  he  of  filling  the  place 
of  Monfr.  de  VilUroy^  if  that  fhould  have  become 
vacant.     Monfr.  de  la  Boderie^s  letters,  written  to  his 
Court  during  his  embaflfy  in  England^  are  extant  in 
manufcript,  in  the  coUedion  of  the  letters  of  feveral 
French  Embafladors  here,  in  the  library  of  her  late 
Majefty  Queen  Caroline  in  the  palace  of  5/.  Jameses ; 
and  the  letters  to  him  from  Henry  IV.  and  Mellieurs 
de  Filler oy  and  de  PuiJieuXy  were  publilhed  at  Am^er- 
dam  in   1733.  in  two  volumes  in  ivo(b).     Thefe 
letters  fhew  fufEcicntly  the  mean  opinion,  thit  the 
French  Court  had  of  King  James  I.  and  his  Court, 
which  were  intirely  at  the  devotion  of  the  Spaniards^ 
who  were  very  liberal  of  their  penfions  to  the  EngUJk 
Minifters  {i).     The  chief  defign  of  Henry  IV/s  fend- 
ing over  Monfr.  de  la  Boderie  was,  to  prevent  King 
James  I.  from  entering  into  the  meafures  of  Spain^ 
and  abandoning  the  States  General ;  ai^d  the  new  £m« 
baflador  had  orders,  in  the  month  of  July  after  hi^ 
arrival,  to  congratulate  that  King  upon  thedifcovery 
of  a  defign  againft  his  Majefty's  life ;  and  to  alTure 
him  (*),  "  that  the  King  of  Fr^w^  was  as  defirous  of 
his  prefervation  and  prolperity  as  his  own ;  and 
would  always  confider  and  treat  King  James's 
enemies  as  his  own :  That  he  had  frequently,  and 
upon  various  occafions,  experienced  the  treachery 


ic 

•*  of  the  Spanijh  nation,  as  every  perfbn  had  done^ 
'^  who  had  trufted  them  ;    it  being  natural  to  them 
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to  prefer  what  might  fcrve  their  pernicious  and 
ambitious  defigns  to  every  other  confideration  -, 
covering  (heir  malice,  and  abuHng  their  neighbourSy 
•*  under  the  pretext  of  piety  and  mendfliip,  with  fq 

(b)  Under  the  title  of  Lettres  d'Henry  IV.  k  de  MelT.  de 
Villeroy  &  de  Puifieax,  a  Moafr.  Antoine  le  Fevwdcla  Boderie* 
Ambai&deur  de  France  en  Angleterre,  depuis  1606  jufqu'en 
i6u.  (ij  See  particularly  Monfr.  de  Villeroy's  letter  from 

Paris  of  the  23d  of  Dtcember  i6o8.  Ibid.  vol.  I.  Lettre  102.  p. 
382,  &  feqq.  \^k)  Henry  IV's  letter  to  Monfr.  de  la  Bodcric 

29  Juillet  ljio6.  ibid,  lettre  x.  p.  49,  &  feqq. 
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^  much  hypocrify  and  dUBmulacion,  that  it  was  dif- 
^*  ficult  to  guard  againft  their  artifices  j  for  the  Brft 
things  which  ^they  do,  is  to  gain,  th^t  is,  to  purchafe 
by  money,  partifans  in  the  places,  where  they  re- 
fide,or  have  accefs,  whole  afliftance  they  afterwards 
make  u(e  of>often  deceiving  them  firft,  in  order  to 
**  obtain  their  own  ends.  For  which  reafon  theirfriend- 
^^  (hip  is  more  dangerous  than  their  arms ;  and  they 
**  Bfiake  no  difficulty  nor  confcience  of  agrcdng  with 
•*  every  body,and  entring  into  alliance  and  friendfhip, 
^^  promifing  and  giving  more  than  is  often  defired  of 
**  them,  till  they  have  gained  credit  and  power 
^  enough  to  form  and  execute  their  own  ichemes, 
««  having  lb  little  fhame  at  being  fuipefted  and  dif- 
**  covered  in  fuch  cafes,  that  even,  when  they  arc 
furpri^  in  the  fa£t,  they  are  more  forry  for  hav- 
ing f^cd  of  their  attempt,  than  for  being  convift- 
^  ed/'  The  qonfpiracy,  upon  die  occafion  of  which 
Hemy  IV.  wrote  this  letter,  is  not  mentioned  in  any 
cf  our  Hiflorians ;  and  therefore  an  account  of  ic 
may  be  properly  enough  inferted  here  from  a  letter 
of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  himfelf  (I).  One  Tbomafa 
Francifcoy  brother  to  Colonel  Jaques  Francifco^  wha 
bad  been  page  to  Sir  Cbriftopber  Hatttm^  Lord  Chan* 
<;eUor  in  the  reign  of  Queen  EJizabetb^  being  lately 
come  into  Eugland^  had  feveral  conferences  with  one 
Captain  jyitiiam  NeucSy  who,  in  1605,  had  carried 
two  hundred  Irifib  volunteers  into  Spain^  and,  being 
come  thither,  was  fufpefted  to  have  fome  extraordi- 
nary defign  in  hand.  Hereupon  this  Neuce  was  im- 
prifbned  in  Spain  \  but,  after  divers  examinations, 
was  fet  at  liberty,  and  directed  to  repair  to  Brujfelsy 
to  receive  ibme  entertainment  there.  Whilft  Neuce 
was  in SpaiUj  hebecame acquainted  and  very  intimate 
with  Jaques,  who,  having  often  aggravated  Neuce*s 
difcontentment  againfV  King  James,  for  being  now 
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calhiered,  and  left  without  any  fubfiftencci  and  find- 
ding  Neuce  to  be  a  man  fit  to  undertake  any  de- 
fperate  attempt,  in  refped  of  his  prefent  neceffitiesv 
propofcd  to  him  to  raife  his  fortunes,  if  he  would  be 
dircfted  by  him ;  but  the  particulars  of  it  he  deferred 
to  acquaint ,  him  with  till  they  two  fliould  meet  irr 
the  Low  Countries.     Hereupon  Neuce  went  to  Bruf- 
fels  to  meet  Jaques  again,  where  they  had  many  con- 
ferences ;  in  which  Jaques  reminded  Neuce  of  his  ill 
ufage  from  his  Majefly  -,  telling  him  ftill,  that,  if  it 
were  his  own  cafe,  he  would  be  revenged  againft  his 
perfon,  if  he  were  the  greateft  King  in  Cbriftendom  ; 
and  that  a  worm,  being  trod  upon,  would  turn  again: 
And  fo,  entertaining  him  ftill  in  that  humour,  qucf- 
tioned  with  him  what  acquaintance  he  had  with  any 
of  the  Englifb  Captains  in  the  States  fervice ;  affirm- 
ing, that  if  he  codd  gdn  any  one  to  do  fomc  fcrvice 
for  the  Archduke,  either  in  delivering  into  his'liands 
Sluice^  Bergen-op-zoomy  or  Flujhingy  they  (hould  be 
well  rewarded,  and  have  thirty  or  forty  thoufimd 
pounds  for  recompence  \   advifing  him  to  go  into 
England^  and  to  make  tryal  with  fome  man  of  rc- 
iblution  to  undertake  fome  fuch  attempt  -,   and  then 
Jaqties  would  fend  over  his  brother  Tbomafo  to  him, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  particulars  of  the  fervice, 
that  was  to  be  done  by  him.     Neuce  came  over  ac- 
cordingly, and  afterwards  advertifed  JaqueSy  that  he 
was  ready,  and  afllired  of  a  confident  perfon  for  his 
purpofc,  if  he  might  but  know  the  fervice.  Tbomajb 
then  came  ovfer  privately  in  the  company  of  one  Joim 
Ball  an  Irijhmany  and  a  domeftic  to  the  Spanijh  Em- 
baflador  in  England.  They  met  often  at  BaWs  cham- 
bers in  the  Embaflfador's  lodgings,  and   talked  ffcilL 
of  furprizing  of  one  of   the   towns   above-men- 
tioned, but  efpecially  Sluice^   which  was  made  the 
pretence;  yet,  before  Thomafo  would  impart  it  to 
NeucCy  he  required  an  oath  of  (ecrecy,  and  Neuce 
would  firft  be  rcfolvcd  by  his  ghoftly  Father,  whether 
1  he 
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he  might  lawfully  undertake  any  thing  againft  Here- 
tics.    A  Prieft  was  accordingly  brought  to  Bairs 
chamber,  who  refolved  Neuce^  that  be  might  do  any 
airy  thing  againft  Heretics^   becaufe  they  were  worjh 
than  Turks  and  Infidels.     They  proceeded  in  their 
difcGurfe  about  the  taking  of  any  of  thoie  towns  ; 
but,  among  other  fpeeches,  they  fell  into  difcourfe 
about  the  King's  hunting  -,  and  ^homafo  asked  Neuce^ 
whether  he  he  had  not  a  good  horfe  and  a  piftol,  and 
that  there  was  a  means  to  deferve  fo  much  money  in 
England  without  going  beyond  fea ;  an^  fo  fet  Neuce 
on  without  naming  any  thing.     The  next  day  Tho- 
mafo  zn^  Neuce  met  again  on  Tower-hill :  they  fpok§ 
again  of  5/«irtf, which  was  but  the  jargon^;  but  Thowa- 
fi*s  intention  was  againft  the  King  a  hunting;  and  he 
faid;  that  a  brave-Jpirited  man,  with  a  good  horfe  and 
a  piftol,  might  do  ity  when  his  Majefty  was  bunting 
at  Royflon,  and  ride  a  good  way  after  in  a  day  and 
a  night :    Neuce  paufing  at  thefe  fpeeches,  and  an- 
fwering  afterwards,  that  it  might  be  done  beft  there, 
but  they  fhould  firft  procure  fome  money  in  their 
purles  ;  Thomafo  anfwered,  that  he  would  not  article 
with  him  for  any  thing  but  for  Sluice  i  but,  faid  he, 
you  know  my  meaning  \  here  is  no  place  to  /peak  of 
any  thing ;   and  fo  they  went   to  dinner.     A  third 
perfbn  was  appointed  at  Tower-bill  to  overhear  them, 
who  bore  witnefs  direftly,   that  Thomafo  ufed  the 
fpeeches  above-mentioned  to  Neuce.    The  next  day, 
being  Snnday,  Neuce  went  again  to  the  Spanijh  Em* 
haflador's  lodging  to  fpeak  with  Ballj  where  Thomafo 
was  likewiie.     It  feemed,  by  their  fuflfering  Neuce 
to  wait  fo  long  for  them,  that  they  were  diflatisfied 
with  Neuce,  and,  in  kindnefs,  offered  him  a  piece  of 
iweet-meat,  called  pafte  of  Genoa.    Neuce  eat  of  it, 
and,  lufpe£ling  nothing,   put  a  piece  of  it  in  his 
handkerchief  to  carry  to  a  child  of  his.     Upon  his 
coming  home,  his  wife,  and  two  other  women  of  the 
neighbourhood,  eat  a  little  of  it ;  but,  towards  night, 
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Neuce  hitnfelf  fell  a  vomitings  his  ftotnach  fwelling, 
and  ib  did  the  other  three  women  proportionably  % 
all  of  them  having  all  the  accidents,  in  the  judgment 
of  phyficians,  of  having  eaten  fome  poifon ;   but 
efpecially  Neuce^  who  had  eaten  the  greater  part» 
and  was  in  danger  of  his  life.  .  The  next  morning  it 
was  informed,  that  Tbomafo  had  ient  for  horfes  to 
be  gone  ;  whereupon  it  was  thought  (it  to  apprehend 
liim  in  his  lodging ;  and  for  Ball^  the  Spanijb  £m- 
baflador  was  written  to,  that  he  might  be  forth- 
coming in  his  houie.    But  the  Embaflador  after- 
wards came  to  the  King,  and  (hewed  a  great  ua- 
at^illingnefs  to  deliver  up  Ball  to  his  Majefty  to  be 
examined ;  whereupon  arofe  fome  dilute,  his  Ma^ 
jefty  affirming,,  that  the  Emba(&dor  had  done  that, 
which  the  King  his  mafter  would  not  approve  him 
in.    In  fine,  the  Embaflfador  refuied  to  deliver  Ball  ^ 
but  fatd,  if  his  Majefty  would  (end  and  take  him  ia 
his  lodging,  he  might ;  which  accordingly  was  done 
in  a  qutet  and  peilceable  .manner ;   and  fo  Ball  was 
fetched  out  of  the  Emba(Iador*s  hoofe.    Tbomafiy 
after  (bme  examining  and  confronting  with  his  accu- 
fers  and  the  wicnels  that  overheard  them,  who  both 
offered  to  juftify  it  with  their  fwords,  was  commit- 
ted  to  the  Ttnver,  and  Ball  to  the  SherifiTs  houfe  in 
London,     But  the  parties  being  alive^  who  were 
fu^6b6d  to  be  poifoned  ;  and  becaufe^  (ays  the  Earl 
of  Salisbury  in  another  letter  (in\  we  caimot  dram 
from  crafty  knaves  difcaveries  of  thftir  cwn  treafbns^ 
but  by  fucb  tneanSy  as  are  ufed  in  fucb^  cafks ;  wbicb^ 
if  we  Jhould  do^  woidd  breed  an  opinionj  that  tt^e 
were  willing  to  extraS  fometbing  to  tbe  fctmdal  of  the 
Embaffador^  and  fo  by  confequence  of  tbe  amty^  ^W9 
refolved  to  deliver  Ball  over  again^  except  be  [^the 
£mba(radar:]  ftand  too  mtub  upon  his  pride  to  refufe 
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bim, — -^notwitl^anding  that  Ball,  in  every  examina- 
tion^ iroffed  Umfelf  fo  palpably^  as  he  was  ajhamed. 
Far  Thomafo,  the  brother  of  Jaques,  be  bath  only 
been  yet  under .  eourfe  of  examination  \  though  thh 
party ^  that  is  the  accufer^  doth  not  only  avow  to  his 
face  as  much  as  I  have  fent  you,  but  hath  part  of  his 
accufation  from  another  man^  that  overheard  fome  of 
the  worft  part  of  his  difcourfe. 

The  King  of  Spain  and  the  States  General  were 
now  Gccremely  weary  of  the  war  with  each  other.  The 
Spaniards  ;had  fpent  infinite  funis  of  money,  and 
loft  mcwre  men,  than  the  provinces  in  difpute  were 
worth*  They  faw  no  probability  of  reducing  them 
by  force;  and  were  apprehenfive;  that  if  they  fliould 
gain  a  very  confiderable  advantage  over  them,  they 
wauld  put  themfelves  under  the  dominion  of  France ; 
and  this  would  draw  after  them  the  other  provinces, 
which  ftiU  continued  fubjed  to  Spain.  But  the 
greateft  of  their  fears  was,  that  the  Dutch  would  ruin 
mttreiy  their  navigation  to  .the  Indies:,  and  prevent 
the  arrival  of  their  fleets,  which  are  the  chief  fubfift- 
ence  of  Spain.  Beiides,  the  Spanifh  Council  imagined, 
that  as  tiie  war  had  ferved  only  to  render  thefe  people 
more  ftout  and  fierce,  and  taught  them  to'  defend 
themfelves  better,  peace  would  by  degrees  bring 
them  back,  reftore  the  communication,  and,  perhaps, 
revive  the  rcfpeft  for  their  ancient  Sovereign,  at  leaft 
amongft  the  Catholics,  who  made  up  almoft  a.  fourth 
part  of  the  revolted  provinces.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  Archduke  Albert  ardently  wiflied  for  a  peace,  in 
order  to  enjoy  peaceably  Flanders^^md  to  be  enabled  to 
emplby  his  money  and  friends  in  making  intereft  for 
the  imperial  throne,  which  he  thought  would  be  foen 
vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Rodolpbus. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  United  Provinces  faw  them- 
felves overwhelmed  with  debts,  almoft  intirely  aban- 
doned by  the  Efiglijh^  and  tinder  apprchenfions  of 
being  hkewife  defcitcd  by  the  French^  who  were 
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tirdd  of  contributing  to  the  expence-  of  the  war^ 
without  gaining  any  apparent  advantage  by  it.  Many 
of  their  merchants  imagined,  that  peace  would  pro- 
cure them  mountains  of  gold ;  and  others  being 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  progrefs .  of  the  Marquis  of 
Spinoldy  who,  among  other  places,  had  taken  Grol 
in  Auguft  1606,  and.  Rhinberk  in  September ^  de-. 
clared,  that  fince  they  could  not  fubfift  of  themfelves 
in  a  fepiarate  State,  it  was  better  to  return  to  their  na- 
tural Lord,  than  to  put  themfelves  under  another^ 
who  would  be  the  -  more  fevere  mafter,  as  he  was 
much  nearer  to  them.  Caminga^  a  Flemings  who 
was  one  of  the  firft,  who  had  been  formerly  called 
the  Gueuxy  having  talked  one  evening  to  this  pur-< 
pofe,  was  found  the  next  morning  dead  in  his  bed 
at  Embden  {n).  Such  being  the  difpofitioa  on  both 
fides,  the  Archduke  thought  proper  to  try  the  incli-. 
nation  of  the  States  General  with  regard  to  a  cefllation 
of  arms  j  for  which  purpofe  the  Sieur  Walrave  de 
JVittenborfty  Ijord  of  Horft^  and  Senefchal  of  the 
country  of  KeJfeU  came  to  the  Hague  in  May  1606  ;: 
but  he  could  not  execute  any  thing,  nor  be  admitted 
to  any  audience,  becaufe  Prince  Maurice  was  then  in 
the  army,  and  had  with  him  feveral  of  the  Deputies 
of  the  States  •,  for  which  reafon,  the  perron,to  whom 
he  addrefTed  himfelf,  advifed  him  not  to  diicover  his 
bufinefs  at  that  dme ;  fb  that  he  departed,  and  it  was. 
reported,  that  he  came  thither  from  the  Emperor*. 
He  returned,  on  the  23d  of  December  followiog,.  to 
Holland^  with  John  Gevarty  Licentiate  in  the  Laws, 
and  Secretary  of  Tuemout^  who  was  appointed  his 
ailociate  -,  and  they  communicated  to  fbme  perfons^  * 
that  they  had  inilruftions  date^  the  6th  of  Ma^j  coa*. 
taining,  that  the  Archduke  was  inttrely  diipofed  tor 
put  an  end  to  this  long  and  bloody  war,  and  to  re- 
llore  the  country  to  peace  on  fuch  equitable  condi^ 
;^ions,  as  the  United  Provinces  ihould  have  reafon 
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to  be  fadsfied  with.  They  well  knew  the  juftice 
of  his  pretenfions ;  and  that,  for  his  own  part,  he 
demanded  only  what  was  his  right ;  and  that  the 
States  might  alk  what  they  would  have  of  him  for 
their  fecurity,  in  which  he  would  give  them  all  fa- 
tisfaflion :  and  that  if  they  were  inclined  to  this,  or 
to  a  truce  for  feveral  years,  they  might  name  the 
time  and  place,  and  that  he  would  agree  to  it,  tho* 
they  flibuld  think  it  proper  not  to  treat  of  this  affair 
publicly,  but  fecretly,  and  by  the  intervention  of  a 
few  perfons.  Befides  this,  the  Archduke  had  like- 
wife  fcnt  a  letter,  dated  the  1 2th  of  December  1 606, 
in  which  he  took  notice  of  his  having  fent  again  the 
perfons  above-mentioned  into  Holland^  to  profecute 
the  treaty  of  peace  -,  and  that  if  they  fhould  find  the 
States  more  inclined  to  a  truce  than  to  a, peace,  they 
fhould  declare,  that  the  Archduke,  out  of  the  defire 
which  he  had  to  a  peace,  would  moft  willingly  con- 
fent  to  it.  Upon  this  they  began  to  treat  fecredy, 
and  in  private,  with  fomc  of  the  principal  perlbns 
among  the  States  ;  but,  becaufe  they  had  no  letters 
addrefled  to  the  States,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
make  the  affair  public,  dll  they  had  more  ample 
powers  from  the  Archdukes.  For  which  reafon, 
the  Licentiate  Gevart  returned  in  hafte,  in  December^ 
to  Brujfels^  and  brought  back  a  CommiHion  from 
the  Archduke,  dated  the  3d  of  January  1606-7,  im- 
powcriog  the  Sieurs  Horft  and  Gevart  to  reprefentin 
his  name,  in  the  afiembly  of  the  States  General,  that 
he  was  ready  to  treat  of  peace,  and  to  fend  Deputies 
for  that  purpofe,  and  to  give  them  all  fatisfadion  ; 
or,  if  they  chofe  a  truce,  he  fhould  be  equally  con- 
tent with  it,  and  for  what  time  they  pleafed.  Be* 
ing  furnifhed  with  this  Commiflion,  they  de- 
fired  immediately  an  audience  of  the  States  on 
the  loth  of  January ;  and  had  a  conference  with 
Prince  Maurice 'j  and  on  the  13th  propofed  their 
bufinefs -openly  to  the  States  General.    They  added 
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Ukewifet  that  the  States  ihould  confider  the  uncer* 
tain  ifTue  of  all  wars>  in  order  to  difpofe  thetnfelvct 
to  a  peace,  or  a  truce,  that  they  might  reftore  the 
country  to  its  former  profperity.  On  the  27th  of 
that  month  an  anfwer  was  returned  to  them,  that 
the  States  faw  clearly,  that  their  HighneflTes  con  • 
tinued  ftill  their  ill-founded  pretenfions  to  the  United 
Provinces^f  whereas  the  States  held  it  for  a  point 
known  to  all  the  world,  evident,  and  not  to  be  con* 
tradi&ed,  that  their  Highnefles  could  not  pretend 
to  any  thing  in  the  Untied  Provinees  of  the  Law 
Countries^  under  any  title,  except  by  force  and  war : 
That,  on  the  contrary,  the  States  had  always  aflert- 
ed,  that  they  were  well  founded  in  their  juft  and 
good  caufe,  to  reflore  to  the  union  of  the  Provinces 
of  the  Lew  Countries  all  that  had  been  taken  from 
that  union  by  force  and  ill  practices,  by  violating  fo 
iblemn  a  decree  as  that  of  Utrecht  ip  1579,  by  which, 
for  fo  many  important  and  juft  reaibns,  the  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Lew  Countries  were  declared  a  free 
State :  That  this  decree  had,  for  twenty-five  years 
paft,  been  confirmed  by  public  a£ls  and  treaties, 
and  by  the  mod  powerful  Kings  and  Potentates  of 
Europe.  So  chat  they  were  rcfolved  to  ufe  their  «t- 
moft  efforts  to  recover  it ;  and  therefore  could  give 
ho  other  anfwer^  than  they  had  before  given  to  his 
Imperial  Majefty,  and  other  Princes,  viz.  that  they 
could  not  treat,  with  honour  or  fecurity,  with  thou^ 
who  continued  to  pretend  to  any  right  over  the 
United  Provinces^  contrary  to  the  above-mentioned 
decree,  which  maintained  and  confirmed  the  right  c^ 
thofc  Provinces.  And  therefore  they  protefted 
againft  all  the  mifchief,  which  might  happen  to  thofe 
Provinces,  or  any  member  thereof,  in  the  mainfie* 
nance  of  fo  juft  a  caufe. 

Upon  this  the  Archduke's  Deputies  departed,  in 
#rdcr  to  make  a  report  of  the  smfwer  they  had  re- 
ceived ; 
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ceived  :  after  which  the  Sieur  de  Ihrfi  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  States,  informing  them,  that  the  intention  of 
the  Archduke  was  not  to  gain,  or  pretend  to. any 
thing  by  that  treaty  over  the  United  Provinces^  but 
to  leave  them  in  the  (late,  in  which  they  were ;  and 
that  if  they  were  inclined  to  treat  upon  that  foot,  that 
they  would  readily  agree  to  it^  without  any  prejudice 
to  them. 

At  the  end  of  February  arrived  frcnn  Bruffels  in 
Holland^  as  Deputy  from  the  Archduke,  the  Com* 
miflary  General  of  the  Friers  Minors,  or  Cordeliers^ 
named  Frier  John  Ney^  fon  of  Martin  Ney^  who 
.had  been  formerly  well  known  to  IVilliam  Prince  of 
Orange.     He  firft  kept  himfelf  very  private  at  Ryf- 
wick  •,   but,  at  iaft,  by  means  of  fome,  who  con* 
ferrcd  very  fecretly  with  him^  the  occafion  of  his 
coming  was  underftood  ;   which  was,  to  know  what 
had  hindered  the  fuccefs  of  the  propofal  of  the  Sieur 
de  Harfi :  and  he  having,  fome  days  after,  conferred 
frequently  in  private  with  Prim^  Maurice^  was  fent 
for  to  the  Hn^ue^  where  he  vifited  feveral  perfons^ 
and  had  an  audience  of  chat  Prince,  whom  he  aifured^ 
that  the  Archduke's  intentkxi  was  not  to  ftrengtheA 
or  weaken  the  title  or  rights  which  he  might  have, 
by  treating  of  a  troce^  but  to  treitt  with  the  States  m 
the  condition  in  W4ik:h  they  then  were.     And  being 
told,  that  the  Archduke  m\a&  acknowledge  them  for 
a  free  Sta£e,  before  they  cte^  enter  into  any  treaty^ 
he  undertook  to  pnKure,  that  the  Archduke  ihould 
conient  to  this,  for  the  ttvoidtog  of  a  greater  eflfuiion 
of  blood.     He  went  therefore,  about  the  9th  of 
Marcb^  in  Prince  -Maurke^s  war^boat  to  AnOwerp  \ 
and  returned  on  the  1 7th  of  that  nnonth  to  the  Hague ^ 
with  a  writing  of  the  Archdukes,  dated  the  1  gth, 
and  tmportiifg^  that  they  were  content  to  treat  with 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces^  in  qua- 
lity c^^  and  confidering  them  to  Aw  Provinces  and 
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States,  to  which  their  Highnefles  have  np  prctcn- 
fions,  and  to  treat  for  a  perpetual  peace,  or  truce, 
or  cdlation  of  arms,  for  twelve,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
years,  at  the  choice  of  the  States  ;  in  order  to  which 
their  HighnefTes  would  agree  to  a  cefiation  of  arms 
for  eight  months,  that  the  faid  treaty  might  be  car* 
ried  on.  It  was  agreed  therefore,  on  the  24th  of 
Aprilj  between  Father  JVify,  the  Archduke's  Deputy, 
and  the  States  General,  that  the  truce  for  eight 
months  ihould  be^  on  the4thofJl/tf^,the  Archduke 
promifing  to  deliver,  within  three  months,  the  King 
of  Spain^s  ratification  of  the  treaty,  with  all  the  re- 
nunciations and  obligations,  both  general  and  parti- 
cular (a). 

During  the  courfe  of  this  affsur.  Sir  nomas  Ed-- 
mondes  fent  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  from  Brufftlsy 
on  the  a  9th  hH  April  1607  (b)^  an  account  how  the  1 
refolution  for  the  truce  was  relifhed  there*,  and  that  ! 
becaufe  it  was  faid,  that  only  the  Marquis  Spinola 
and  the  Prcfident  Ricbardot  were  ufed  in  the  counfel 
of  it,  they  were  accufed  of  having  **  fwayed  the  re- 
**  iblution  thereof  wholly  according  to  their  private 
^'  paffions  ;  the  Marquis  perfuading  this  compofition  | 
*'  for  the  defire  he  hath  to  withdraw  himfelf  from 
"  hence  with  the  honour  he  hath  here  purchafed  i 
"  and  the  Prefident  doing  the  like  for  the  hatred 
*'  which  he  beareth  unto  the  Spaniards.  Though 
*'  the  men  of  war  be  moft  wounded  by  this  treaty, 
**  yet  do  the  Churchmen,  and  efpecially  the  Jefints^ 
"  no  lefs  bitterly  cry  out  againft  the  lame,  and  curfe 

**  the  Frier  for  employing  himfelf  therein. 1  am 

•'  moved ,  u  nder  humble  reformation,  as  yet  to  think, 
«  that  chiefly  the  extremity  of  his  [the  King  of 
"  SpaifCi\  ncceflities,  and  therewith  his  doubt  of  the 
«  French  King's  purpofing  to  ftir  againft  him(whcrc- 

\a\  Meteren,  L.xxviii.  fol.  607, 608.  {b)  Sir  TA*.  Ei-^   ' 

fn{mdei%  MS.  State-papers,  Vol.  IV, 
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<*  of  I  know  they  have  been  here  in  great  jealoufy^ 
**  have  been  the  principal  motives  of  drawing  them 
*'  to  this  refolution.  '  If  the  States  be  not  want- 
**  ing  to  themfelves  in  their  ftipulations,  they  are  not 
**  to  doubt,  that  they  will  be  here  refufed  any  condi- 
•'  tions  to  purchafe  a  peace  with  them.'* 

In  another  letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  to  the 
Earl  of  Salisbury^  on  the  3d  of  June  1607.  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  Ricbardot  had  faid  to  him,  **  that  King 
•'  James\  unwillingnefs,  not  only  in  refufing  to  fa- 
"  vour  them  for  the  compounding  of  matters  bp- 
**  tween  them  and  the  States,  but  alfo  that  it  feem- 
*'  cd  he  was  content  to  give  way  to  the  other  defigns 
"  againft  them  (alluding  to  France)^  had  been  the 
"  occafion  of  maJcing  them  to  take  the  defperate  re- 

*'  folutiany  fo  much  to  their  prejudice. That 

**  he  was  glad  of  the  taking  of  the  faid  refolution  for 
"  fo  common  a  good :  but  he  protefted  unto  me 
**  moft  deeply,  that  he  knew  nothing  thereof,  until 
**  the  Archduke,  having  received  anfwer  out  of  Hoi-- ' 
•*  land  to  that  propofidon,  did  then  fend  for  him  to 
**  acquaint  him  therewith ;  at  the  which  he  faid  he 
**  was  much  aftoniflied,  I  prayed  him  to  latisfy  me, 
**  whether  the  Archduke  had  received  any  fpecial 
^  commiffion  for  the  fame  out  of  Spain.  He  faid. 
No  i  but  only  a  general  abfolute  power  to  make 
fuch  a  compofition,  as  he  (hould  think  fit ;  be- 
fides,  that  the  laid  authority  had  been  fortified 
**  with  other  more  particular  direftions,  which  have 
•^  been  fent  to  that  efFe<ft  unto  the  Marquis  Spinola. 
He  did  plainly  let  me  know,  that  the  King  of 
Spain  is  very  weary  of  the  burden  of  thefe  wars, 
and,  as  his  phrafe  was,  that  he  is  fort  battu  de  fes 
necejfttes** 

The  King  of  France  being  acquainted  by  the 
States  Genei-al,  that  they  had  accepted  a  truce,  and 
apprchenfive,  that  the  affair  might  be  carried  further 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  interefts,  rcfolvcd,  in  order 

to 
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to  h^ve  a  (hare  in  the  negotUtion,  and  make  himfelf 
in  a  manner  arbiter^  to  fend  into  Holland  Peter  Jean* 
nin^  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Burgundy^  and 
Paul  Cbaard  Buzanval^  to  aft  in  conjun<5tion  with 
Ellas  de  la  Place ^  Sieur  de  Rujfy  his  Emballador  there, 
and  to  fortify  the  States  General  by  their  counfeI§  (b). 
Their  inftruftions  for  this  purpofe  were  dated  the 
%2dQi  April  1607,  N.  S,  and  they  arrived  at  the 
Haffue  on  the  24th  of  My^  and  had  audience  on  the 
28  th  (r)  ;  and  the  Deputies  of  the  States  began 
immediately  to  treat  with  them  concerning  the 
peace. 

The  States  General  likewilib,  in  July  following, 
ient  Deputies  to  King  James  L  to  reprdent  the  dace 
of  their  affairs,  and  to  defire  his  concurrence  in  the 
treaty  ;  which  Deputies  had  audience  of  the  King 
on  the  14th  of  July ;  and  his  M^jeHy  immediately 
determined  to  fend  CommiflTioners  into  HolUmd^  to 
aflifi:  the  States  in  the  further  proceeding  in  the  i^-esity 
of  peace,  or-  a  further  truce  {e).  Sir  Henry  NevilU 
and  Sir  Thomas  Bodky  were  deEgned  to  be  Commif- 
fioners  for  this  purpofe ;  but  they  refufing  to  acc^ 
of  that  employment  (/),  Mr.  H^immodj  who  waa 
lately  returned  from  the  Hague  to  England,  and 
was  foon  after  knighted  (g)f  and  Sir  Richard  Spencer 
of  Cffiey  in  Hertfordjhire^  who  was  uncle  to  the  firft 
Lord  Spencer  J  and  had  been  appointed  Emb^dor 
to  Spain  in  January  1 604-5,  but  was  excufed  on  ac- 
count of  his  health  and  circumftances  {b\  were,  11^ 
the  beginning  oi  Juguft  1607,  made  CommiffioncM 

(b)  Measerai  Abrege  Chronol.  Tom.  viii.  p.  618.  (c)  Ne- 
gotiations de  Monfr.  le  Prefident  Jeannin,  Tom.  i.  p-  9 1 .  &  ^^<l'- 
edit.  1659  (e)  Earl  of  Salisbury  to  Sir  CbarUs  Comwal/ij, 

the  icthof  7«^i6o7.  ^/V»<ivWs  Memorials,  Vol.ILp  327. 
'(/J  Mr.  IFitFWoodto  Sir  Tho.  Edmonday  London  9th  July  1607. 
and  Sir  Henry  Wotton  to  Sir  T^ho,  Edmondes^  from  Fenia  Auguft  "^  i^ 
1^07,  N.  S.  Sir  Thomas  Edmond€s\  MS.  State-papers,  Vol  IV. 
(l)  ^imM^s  Memorials,  Vol.  II  p.  328.  \ff)  Ibid.  p. 
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to  the  States  General,  and  foon  after  went  to  Hoi- 
(and  (i). 

The  King  of  Spain's  ratification  of  the  truce  be- 
ing arrived,  the  Audiencier  Verreyken  carried  it  to 
the  Hague  on  the  24th  of  Jufyy  N.  S.  but  as  it  was 
only  upon  paper,  and  figned  To  el  Roy^  and  fcaled 
with  the  fmall  feal ;  and  as  it  gave  the  Archdukes 
the  title  of  Princes  and  Sovereigns,  Proprietors  of 
all  the  Low  Countries^  and  omitted  the  claufe,  that 
they  would  treat  with  the  United  Provinces  as  con- 
fiderwg  than  as  free  States^  the  States  General  thought 
this  ratification  imperfed  both  in  form  and  fubftancc. 
This  occalioned  it  to  be  fent  back  to  Spain^  whence 
it  was  returned  to  the  Hague  with  fome  alterations, 
but  not  with  all  thofe  that  had  been  marked  by  the 
Sutes.  The  party  therefore,  who  were  averfe  to 
peace,  took  the  advantage  from  this  and  fome  other 
incklencs,  to  form  many  obflacles  to  it,  fo  that  four 
months  were  ipent  in  diiputes.  However,  in  tha 
beginning  of  Novemher^  the  States,  at  the  prelfing 
inftanoes  of  Father  Ney^  entered  upon  the  negotia* 
tion ;  but  kid  down  this  for  their  fixed  and  immove* 
able  preliminary,  thstf:  no  prejudice  (bould  arife  from 
^  it  to  the  foundation  of  their  liberty  and  right  of  fove- 
icsgnty,  which  they  had  gained  at  the  expence  of 
every  thing  which  was  deareft  tK>  them  in  the  world. 
But  becaufe  the  truce  was  to  end  in  January^  they 
kft  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Archdukes  to  piolong  it 
for  a  month  or  fix  weeks  (k). 

Sir  Thomas  EduumdeSy  on  the  2d  of  September 
1607,  wrote  from  Bruffels  to  the  Earl  of  Salif^ 
hay  (l)y  that  Secretary  Villeroy  had  written  to  the 
French  EmbafTador  there,  that  Faoher  Ney^  the  Or- 
delieTj  in  his  return  from  Spain^  was  unwilling  to 


(r)  Aid  :p.  3289  &feqq.  (i)  Mezrrni,  p.  6zOp  6zi.  U 

Meteren^  fol.  609,  6 1 2, 6 1  j,  6  < 4.  (^  Sir  Tbo,  Eimondts\ 

J^S.  State-papers,  Vol.  IV. 
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be  known  in  France  j  "  but,  finding  that  notice  was 
^^  taken  of  him,  he  defired  to  fee  the  King,  prc- 
-  *  tending  to  have  been  thereunto  commanded  by  the 
^^  King  of  Spain  \  and  to  make  his  excules,  that  he 
^'  did  not  acquaint  him  with  the  proceedings  in  the 
•*  treaty,  till  matters  come  to  a  more  ripenefs  :  and' 
*'  that  the  King  of  5/>tf/»  prayed  him  to  join  with 
**  him  in  the  care,that  there  might  be  an  allowance  for 
5'  theexercife  of  the  Catholic  religion. in  the  United 
**  Provinces.  Whereunto  the  French  King  made 
^^  him  anfwer,  that  he  had  that  matter  fo  much  in 
5^  recommendation,  as  it  was  one  of  the  principal 
*'  caufes,that  moved  him  fo  fpeedily  to  fend  his  Em- 
f'  baflador  into  thofe  parts.*' 

The  Prefident  JeannifC%  condud  foon  gave  diC- 
guft  to  the  Court  of  Brujfels  ;  of  which  SirTbomas 
Edmondes  fent  an  account  to  Sir  George  CareWj  Em- 
baflador  in  France^  who  informed  Sir  Jbomasj  in  a 
letter  from  Paris  on  the  3d  of  September  1607  (m)^ 
what  had  paflfed  between  the  Archduke's  £mbaf&- 
dor  at  his  lad  audience  and  the  King  of  France^  as 
the  latter  had  related  it  to  Sir  George.  The  Embafia- 
dor  began  to  enter  into  a  difcourfe,  how  it  feemed» 
that  God  was  purpofed  to  accompliflx  the  peace  by 
miracle,  notwithftanding  the  great  oppofitions  that 
were  made  therein ;  and  he  {pared  not  to  charge  that 
King„  among  the  reft,  with  Jeannin^s  proceedings. 
Whereupon  the  King  told  him,  that  there  was  no 
juft  caufe  to  accufe  him  therein ;  for  that  he  had  fent 
thither  a  nnan  known  to  be  afiedionate  to  the  Ca- 
tholic religion,  whereas  he  had  formerly  ever  ufcd  to 
lend  thither  an  Hugonot.  True  it  was,  that  he  had 
given  them  a  man  of  experience,  to  advife  them  in 
their  proceedings,  having  to  do  with  fuch  cauteloua 
people;  and  that  they  had  well  Ihew'd  it  in  theifdeceit- 
ful  ratification,  which  they  were  obliged  afterwards  to 

(w)  Ibid. 
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mend.  As  for  the  peace,  that  the  conclufion  there- 
of confided  in  the  King  his  brother  of  Englandj  and 
him ;  and  that  they  held  both  one  courfe  :  and  if 
they  lifted  to  declare  them  in  their  protedlion,  no 
peace  fhould  be  concluded.  But  for  his  miracles^  that 
if  the  King  of  Spain  wrought  four  or  five  fuch  mi- 
Hides  as  this,  he  would  prove  the  pooreft  King  of 
Cbriftendam. 

Sir  Ralph  Witmaod^  on  the  21ft  of  November 
I  Soy 9   wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  from  the 
Hague  (n)y    that  if  the  Marquis  of  Spinola  came 
thither,  **  we  prefume  we  fhall  have  a  peace ;  for 
^'  his  power  with  Spain^  and  his  ambition  to  be  the 
^*  author  of  this  work,  will  furmount  all  difficulties^ 
which  are  more,  and  more  important,  than  eafily 
can  be  believed  ;  notwithftanding  the  minds  of  all 
men,  for  the  moft  part,  are  prepared  to  embrace 
peace,  when  they  are  in  defpair  to  find  means  to 
**  maintain  the  war.'* 

The  conduft  of  the  Englijb  Commiflioncrs  at  the 
Hague  may  be  feen  in  their  letters,  printed  in  the 
fecond  and  third  volumes  of  Sir  Ralph  IVinwood^s 
Memorials  \  but  would  much  more  fully  appear,  if 
the  two  manufcript  volumes  of  Sir  Richard  Spencer^ % 
papers  {p)  were  publilhed,  which  contain  all  the  dif^ 
patches  of  that  Gentleman,and  his  collegue  Sir  Ralpb 
fVimvoody  during  the  negotiation  of  the  truce,  with 
all  the  inftruftions  and  letters,  which  they  received 
from  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury. 
Thefe  papers  explain  the  conduft  of  this  famous 
'  treaty,  in  which  the  States  General  laid  claim  to  an 
acknowledgment  of  their  independency,  a  freedom 
of  trade  to  the  Indies^  and  a  permiffion  to  keep  the 
Scbeld  Ihut  up  •,  together  with  a  clear  account  of  the 
n^odation  of  a  defenfive  alliance  between  England 

(n)  Ibid.         [0)  In  the  Pofleffion  of  Sir  Henry  Pdfricr,  Judge   ' 
ef  Uie  AdjnirsJty-Coart. 
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and  Holland^  in  which  the  debt  owing  by  the  Statei 
^to  the  Crown  of  England  vfds  to  be  liquidated,  a 
mutual  aififtance  to  the  party  attacked  fiipulated,  and 
the  privileges  of  the  EngUfi  merchant-adventurers  ac 
Mddieburg  aflerted. 

The  States  General  had,  in  the  begmoing  of  tho 
ifiegptiation,  very  earneftly  prefled  the  Mnglijb  Com* 
miffioners  to  declare,  what  afllftance  King  Jmm 
would  afford  them,   in  car<»  the  treaty  broke  off 
without  fuccefs.     Upon  this  point  the  Engtijh  nfu- 
Diftry  were  ^^emarkably  referved  in  explaining  them- 
ielves,  as  ticking  the  French  were  not  at  die  bottomi 
Inclined  to  uke  fo  (Vrong  a  part :  that  both  the  King 
9f  S^i»  and  the  States  were  equally  determined  to 
make  an  end  of  their  tedious  quarrel ;  and  that,  cir- 
^umftanced  as  the  United-  Provinces  then  were,  it 
would  be  fufficient  to  guara^pty  the  peace^  after  it 
ihould  be  made,  wkhouc  needleiOiy  piovoking  Sfain 
by  any  declaration,  which  might  give  her  umbrage. 
This  is  evident  from  the  folbwing  pafli^  of  a  letter 
from  the  Privy  Council,  of  the  nth  of  Decemier 
«6o7,  to  Sir  Richard  Spencer  and  Sir  Ralfh  Win^^ 
v)04td  (p) :     '^  It  is  now  Ibmewhat  impertinent  to 
¥  handle  the  queftion  incident  to  the  war,  or  to  be- 
^  lieve,  that  if  his  Majefty  would,    in  requital  of 
<'  the  breaches  of  the  treaty  in  fome  particulars  on 
**  the  King  of  Spain^s  fide,  make  offer  of  any  fiich 
^'  affiftance,  as  his  prefent  ftate  will  afford,  thereby 
^<  to  draw  them  into  a  war,  that  k  would  be  likely 
^  to  draw  them  from  a  peace,  for  whkb  they  ha^w 
•*  already  pleaded  fo  many  great   neceffides.      In 
^^  which  rofpefl,  with  many  more,  k  is  now  the 
peace,  that  muft  be  the  obje£t  of  your  confiderar 
tion,  and  Ws  Majefty's  prelentdirc6tion.*'     Thef 
proceed  then  to  inftrad  the  Commiflioners  in  the 
condud:  of  their  mediation,  in  which  they  are  noc 

(/}  Sir  RitbtardSfmtr'%  MS;  Negotiations,  VoLI!. 
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to  be  ^'  kadefs,    but  followers,  atid  to  keep  it  b^. 
Y  twcen  the  two  extremes^  as  his  Majcfly  may  ap* 
**  pear  fo  full  of  care  for  the  States  fccurity,  as  he 
^  refiifeth  not  lb  &r  to  advife  them,   as  he  may 
^*  do,   without  afiuming  to  himielf  any  peremp^ 
^*  tory  cpodufions,  whkh  do  not  concnr  with  thcifr 
«(  foundations,  who  beft  know  the  comer-ftone  of 
<^  their  own  building.  '*      In  tnanasfing  the  dew 
fen^ve   aUiance  with    the  Umud  rrwincts^   the 
Comanfiipners  were  direded  otprefly  to   conine 
it  to  the  treaty's  taking  efFeft  with  Sfain  \  to  conclude 
it^  ifpo{iU>]e,  without  the  compreheniion  of  i^r4(;r^^'^ 
l6  infett  a  dear  ftate  of  the  debt  due  from  the  Stateii 
to  the  Ctown  of  England^  and  an  efFeAual  provifion 
for  the  diicharge  of  it.    The  Privy  Council^  in  the 
lame  letter^  make  the  foHowing  remark  in  relation  t6 
ihe  defigns  of  the  Funtby  whkh  may  be  compared 
with  their  account  of  them  in  JeamirC^  Negotiation^ 
*^  The  French  CommiflTioners  do  principally  feek  to 
*>  faften  that  upon  his  Majefty,  which  they  feem 
<^  jealous  to  be  put  upon  their  Mafter :  fi>r  w?  neve# 
*^  yet  fixmd  good  grounds  to  believe,  that  they  wilU 
*'  without  rrfsrvation,  fliew  any  warrant  to  fpeak 
*^  otherwife  than  in  generalities,  of  any  fupport  to  be 
**  ^ven  the  States  by  any  treaty ;  or  if  they  (hould^ 
<^  it  IS  then  only  fit  for  his  Majefty  to  confider,  whe- 
**  ther  the  humour  or  convenience  of  other  Princes 
^'  muil  flirnifh  a  rea/bn  to  conclude  him,  either  to 
^'  do^  or  not  to  do,  any  thing,  jull  in  the  hour,  that 
^  others  would  have  it,  and  not  rather  to  referve 
**  himielf  to  confult  with  the  occafion.'* 

In  Augufi  this  year,  1607,  the  Earl  of  fyrone^ 
the  famous  Irijh  rebel,  fled  from  Ireland ;  which  gave 
great  alarms  to  the  Englijb  Court.  He  had  been  par- 
doned by  Queen  Elizabeth  jufl:  before  her  death,  and 
was  brought  to  London^  in  the  beginning  of  King 
Jameses  reign,  by  the  Lord  Montjoy^  and  prefentcd 
0)  his  Majefty,  by  whom  he  was  very  gracioufly  re- 
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celVed )  and  fhortly  after  returned  to  his  native  coun- 
try, where  he  not  only  attempted  once  more  to  raiie  a 
rebellion,  but  alfo  applied  to  fordgn  Princes  for  afiUl* 
ance.  His  fecret  prai^ces  not  fucceeding  to  his  expec- 
tation^  he  was  afraid  of  being  apprehended,  and  chofc 
to  leave  Ireland^  taking  with  him  his  wife^  his  two 
younger  fons»  and  hts  nephew,  and  the  Earl  of  Tyr^ 
conneLi  whom  he  had  drawn  into  his  defigns,  with  diat 
Earl's  ion  and  brother,  and  the  Lx>rd  Dwigamm  (q). 
Upon  their  ^ight  the  King  publiflied  a  very  remark* 
able  proclamation  (r).  Tyrone  and  his  company 
landed  at  ^ilkheuf  in  France ;  upon  which  Sir 
George  Carew^  the  Kmg'^  Embaflhdor  there,demand- 
cd,  that  day  might  be  made  of  them  there,  until  his 
Majefty  might  be  advertifed,  and  his  further  plea- 
fure  known.  The  King  of  France^s  anfwer  was* 
that  France  was  an  open  country  for  paflage  ;  and 
thi^t,  upon  their  arrival  at  Slmlkbeuf^  his  coufm  the 
Duke  of  Montpenjier  having  given  them  his  word 
for  their  free  pa^ge  into  the  Archduke's  country, 
he  would  not  revoke  the  lame.  Befides,  that  it  ap- 
peared not,  for  any  thing  he  knew,  but  that  they 
were  retired  out  of  their  country  for  matter  of  religion, 
and  private  difcontentment  \  and  therefore  delired 
the  Embaflador  to  be  fatbBed,  for  they  would  be 
gone  immediately.  Hereupon  they  departed  to- 
wards ^rr^j,  without  coming  to  Piiri;,  and  without 
ipeaking  to  the  King  of  France. 

When  they  were  come  into  the  Archduke's  coun- 
try. Sir  Thomas  Edmonies  likewile,  by  diredion 
from  the  Court  of  England^  infifted  to  have  them 
flayed,  as  perfojis,  who  bad  rebellioujly  abandoned 
their  country j  upon  guiltinejs  of  treafonable  praBices 
entertained  by  them  againft  their  duty  and  allegiance. 

(ip)  H(ywi%  Continuation  of  Stores  Chronicle^  p.  8oi. 
(r)  Rymer'6  Foedera,  Vol  XV.  p.  664,  6c  fcqq. 
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Sut  there  he  received  the  like  anfwer,  that  tbey  were 
firfans  onhf  fled  for  religion^  and  for  bard  meafure 
*  received  in  point  of  their  inheritance :  That  they 
wcMidered,  why  his  Majefty  fliould  require  that  at  the 
Archduke's  hands,  which  the  King  of  France  had 
before  refufed  to  do,  with  many  fuch  evafions.  To 
which  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  anfwered,  that  there  was 
a  diflference  between  pafling only  through  one's  coun- 
try,  and  coming  and  fettling  chemfelves  in  another's. 
But  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  could  not  prevail  in  any 
refpeft ;  for  they  were  condufted  to  the  Archduke's 
prefence  at  Binch^  and  from  thence  to  Brujfels^ 
where  they  were  publicly  feafted  by  the  MaJquis 
Spinola^  and  afterwards  refided  at  Louvain^  where  a 
company  was  purpofely  eredted,  to  put  their  retinue, 
that  came  over  with  them,  into  prefeixt  fubfiftence(i^. 
Sir  Thomas  Edmondes,  on  the  2  ifr  of  OSober  1607, 
wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Salifbury  (t)y  to  deftre  his  Lx)rdr 
Ihip's  direftions,  how  he  fhould  further  proceed  with 
the  Archduke  concerning  Tyrone j  and  htt  company  ; 
lince  '^  the  Prefident  Richardot  had  plainly  told  him, 
*^  that,  for  his  part,  he  would  not  much  iolift  agsunft 
^'  them,  for  that  he  was  fo  ill  cenfurcd  in  SfatM  for 
^^  that,  which  he  did  ztSixThomas^s  fdicication  againft 
**  Owen.-*  Tyrone  afterwards  went  to  M/m,  where 
he  was  magnificently  entertained'  by  the  Conde  de 
Fuentes  (y)^  and  thence  to  Rome^  where  he  had  a 
penfion  from  the  Pope  of  an  hundred  Crowns  a 
month,  and  another  of  fix  hundred  crowns  a  month 
from  the  King  of  Spain  (w). 

Sir  Henry  fi^otton^  £mba0ador  at  Venice^  who 
kept  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  Sir,  Thomas  Ed- 
mondesj  on  the  12th  oiO^ober  1607  (x)^  fent  to 

(j)  Earl  of  Salishury  to  Sir  Charles  Cormvallis^  i8th  of  No^ 
vember  1607.  WimvootTs  Memorials,  Vol.11,  p.  3  f  7,  358. 
{t)  SirTif^mas  Ednmd§s\  MS.  State-Papcrs,Vol.  IV.  "(v)  Win* 
mf9od*s  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  386.  (iv)  Ibid.  p.  41 1, 421, 

9S^  459*        l^)  ^^  ^^^*  Edtmmdis's  MS*  State-Papers,  Vol.  IV. 
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him  a  copy  of  the  fentence  of  the  CouncS  of  Ten^ 
ptriDlifhed  the  day  before,  on  occalion  of  the  wound- 
ing of  Father  Paul  on  the  5th  of  that  month.  •*  The 
•*  Nuncioj  fsys  be^  is  thereupon  fallen  into  fo  dan- 
*^^  gerous  a  diftcmperature,  both  of  mind  and  bod^, 
^^  that  this  very  morning,  in  the  place  where  Rcfi- 
^^  dents  and  other  inftruments  of  ndvelties  meet,  it 
<«  was  difcourfed  amongft  them,  who  might  be  fit  to 
♦*  fucceed  him.     And,  on  the  other  fide,  the  poor 
^^  Friar,  that  was  aflfailed,  is  almoft  recovered  of  hia 
^thuTts  by  J^apendente^  who,  by  public  command* 
"  ment,  was  fetched  from  Padua  about  the  cure. 
^^  The  hiftorical  part  of  this  faft  your  Lordlhip  hath 
*f  (as  I  have  faid)  in  the  fentence :  the  critical  part 
"  of  what  is  likely  thereupon  to  enfup,  you  fli^ 
^v  hare  in  my  next>"     Sir  Henry  fV^mn  wrote  again 
tp  Sir  Tiwmas  Edmondis  on  the  19th  of  ORvber  (y)  : 
^^  By  the  laft  poft  I  had  only  leifure  to  fend  your 
^S  Lordfliip  theientence  of  the  Council  of  Ten,  pub^ 
^<  lifked  againil    the  perfon  of  Maeftro  Paulo  the 
^.'  SeniiUj  which  is  here  drawn  within  the  compaf^ 
*^  of  maie/ias  Ufa^  both  becaufe  he  ftood  under  the 
^^  proteolon  of  the  State,  by  a  decree  pdlTed  lohg 
^^  fince,  and  is  likewife  an  immediate  Mi^fter  <^  the 
*^  Senate.    Thefe  laft  eight  days  luwwft  difcovered  hd 
^^  other  than  tho(k  five  comprehended  in  the  faid 
^S  fentence :  (Mly  yefterday  a  Chaplain  of  the  Nun^ 
*^  of  Santa  Jttftina  wai^,  by  the  Council  of  Ten, 
M  committeds  to  dofe  prifon,    for  certain-  words^ 
**  which  he  Jet  fall  by  way  of  commiferation  tbuch- 
**  ing  die  prefent  eftatc  rf  thofe  malefeftors  i   by^ 
**  which  example j  and  divers  others  occuirtd  fltlcd 
^^  the  compdfition,  the  State  bath  fufBcientl^  eva<^ 
**  cuated  a  point,  which  the  Jefuits  had  fpread  sX^ 
*•  riioft  through  Ttafy^  and  much  more  abroad,  that. 
^*  |{i  fhf  faid  compofition  was  accorded  by  them  hcre» 

(s)m,  .      , 
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'^  pit  comjentione  taciia^  that  they  fliould  meddle 
**  with  no  more  Priefts," 

Sir  Henry  vixott  another  letter  on  the  ill  of  iVi- 
*^ember  (z)^  in  thefe  words  :  "  Touching  the  courfe 
*'  of  th^gs  here,  Maeftro  Paulo  (who  is  the  whole 
**  fubjeft  of  our  fpcech)  being  now  well  near  reco- 
<«  yered  of  his  hurts,  it  hath  feemed  good  unto  tlue 
*^  Senate  not  to  be  behind  the  Council  of  Ten,  in 
*^  Ihewing  their  care  of  him,  a^  will  further  appear 
^^  unto  your  Lordihip  by  the  inclofed  proclamation. 
^^  Of  the  aflaflTinates,  that  are  fled,  we  have  no  odier 
f  *  certainty  than  thi^  that  they  were  feen  in  Ancona 
^^  on  ^e  15th  of  the  laft  month,  and  in  Rome  on  the 
**  2ift  with  harquebufles.  Which  circumi!i:ance  is 
f  ^  here  much  urg^,  becauie  they  are  otherwife  pro- 
^^  hibited  weapons  through  the  Pope's  towns,  and 
*^  conlequently  a  point  of  efpecial  favour.  As  they 
•*  went  along,  they  gave  forth,  almoft  in  every  vil- 
^^  lage,  that  they  had  been  moved  to  this  attempt 
j^  immediately  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  it  were  to 
f^  meet  with  a  queftion,  that  was  likely  to  be  a(k« 
♦*  cd,  Who  had  fet  them  on  work  ?  whereof  there 
*^  is  here  likewife  fome  hold  taken.  To  leave  this 
'*  matter  unto  further  difcovcry,  here  is  newly  ar- 
**  rived  Monfr.  deCbampagnuto  refide  for  the  French 
J*  King,  tff."  Father  PauVs  own  account,  in  his 
letters  to  Monfr.  GroJIot  (a)y  of  the  attempt  to  at 
iaflinate  him,  is^  *^  that  he  was  attacked  by  three 
•*  bravoes,both  behind  and  before,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
^*  that  neither  his  fervant  nor  bimfelf  were  aware  of 
^  them  I  and  they  gave  him  three  ftabs,  two  in  his 
^^  n^ck,  and  one  in  his  temples,  all  of  them  above 
<'  four  fingers  deep,  with  a  ftilletto  or  dagger,  which 
^^  was  thought  to  be,  poifoned*  But  all  the  wounds 
^^  went  (Uptmg,  So  that  the  Aille$tos  run  in  all  their 

(«)  ftid.  ia)  Letter  ^  Dicmhriiy  i6o7.    Letters 
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^^  way  but  little  within  his  flefh :  and  I  am  now^ 
**  fays  he,  in  no  great  danger  5  which  is  a  blefling, 
♦'  that  I  acknowledge  due  only  to  the  mercy  of  God, 
*^  who  was  pleafed  to  (hew  me  fuch  a  ftrange  and 
^'  fignal  deliverance.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they 
f '  might  have  murdered  me  a  thoufand  times  upon 
•'  the  place,  if  God's  protcftion  had  not  prcycntcd 
^<  them.  He  be  ever  praifed  for  it  I  fiiould  not: 
f '  be  againfl:  dying  for  that  caufe,  which  thefe  men 
*^  undertook  to  do  me  mifchief  for ;  nor  am  I  much 
^'  concerned,  that  I  was  not  killed,  excepting  that  it 
^*  hath  pleded  the  Divine  Majefty  to  let  me  (till 
^'  live,  and  do  further  fcrvice  to  that  caufe/* 

The  dcfenfive  alliance  between  the  King  of  France 
and  the  States  General  was  figned  at  the  Hague  on 
the  23d  of  January  1607-8  (i) ;  notwithftanding  the 
oppofition,  which  was  given  it  to  by  feveral  of  that 
King's  Council,  whofe  zeal  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  led  them  indireftly  to  favour  the  Spaniard  (c). 
But  the  alliance  between  King  James  and  the  States 
could  not  be  difpatched  till  July  following,  on  ac- 
count of  fome  points,  which  were  previouOy  to  be 
fettled.  The  Englijh  CommiflSoners  found  no  part 
of  their  mftruftions  more  difficult  in  the  execution^ 
than  liquidating  the  debt  due  to  that  King  from  the 
States :  but,  in  return  for  fome  conccflions,  whidb 
they  were  impowered  to  offer,  as  to  the  time  of  re- 
payment, they  got*  it  fixed  at  the  fum  demanded, 
which  was  818,408  /.  Another  pointy  wherein 
(heir  labours  were  attended  with  equal  obfiacles^ 
and  equal  fuceefs,  was  the  affair  of  the  tornmer* 
ctal  privileges,  which  were  claimed  by  England^  by 
virtue  of  the  old  treaties  with  the  boufe  of  Burgundjf. 
The  province  of  Holland^  and  eibecially  the  td^n  pf 
jbnfier^m^  were  very  averfe  to  me  fettling  of  then) 

{t)  Negotiationa  de  Monfr.  le  Preiident  Jeannin,  p.  503,  ^ 
Jm^.  (r)  Mezerai  Abregc  Chronolpg.  Tom.  VIlI.  p.  b2<^. 
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on  the  ancient  footing,  unlels  the  traders  might  ob- 
tain the  fame  favour  in  England.  Yet  Sir  Richard 
Spencer  and  Sir  Ralph  Winwood^  though  they  were 
^t  liberty  to  refer  this  matter  to  commiflareis,  in- 
fifted  fo  warmly  and  fteadily  upon  what  they  thought 
would  be  an  acceptable  piece  of  iervice  to  the  nation, 
that  they  procured  an  article  to  be  inferted,  which 
gave  intire  latisfa6tion  to  the  Englijb  merchants  {d). 

The  Deputies  of  the  King  of  Spain^  who  were 
the  Marquis  Spinola^  the  Prefident  Richardot^  John 
de  Mdncicidor  Secrtury  of  war  to  Philip  111.  Father 
John  Ney^  and  the  Audiencicr  Verrerfkenj  Principal 
Secretary  to  the  Archduke,  arrived  at  the  Hague  on 
the  I  ft  oi  February  1607-8  C^;  and  foon  after  the 
conferences  were  opened  between  them  and  the  De- 
puties of  the  States  General :  But  they  foon  differed 
upon  the  demand  of  the  latter,  of  free  trade  to  the 
Indies^  .and  upon  the  reciprocal  traffick  in  the  Low 
Countries^  the  renunciation  of  reprifals,  the  declara- 
tion of  limits,  the  demolition  and  exchange  of  places^ 
the  annulling  of  fentences  of  profcription  and  confif- 
cation,  the  reftitution  of  goods,  the  privileges  of 
towns,  the  difbanding  of  troops  on  both  (ides,  and 
feveral  other  points :  which  occafioned  the  tmce  to 
be  prolonged  twice ;  firft  to  the  end  of  May^  and 
the  lecond  time  to  the  end  of  July.  Father  Ney 
likewife  going  to  Spainj  to  procure  more  ample 
powers,  was  detained  there  a  long  dme  by  the  na- 
tural or  artificial  flownefs  of  that  Court ;  and  the 
Preiidcnt  Jeannin  took  a  journey  to  Paris j  by  Order 
of  Henry  IV.  and  Don  Pedro  de  Toledoy  the  Spanifo 
Embafiadpr,  went  thither  at  the  fame  time,  in  order, 
it  was  thought,  to  found  the  King  of  prance^  and  to 
detach  him  from  the  intereft  of  the  States.  In  the 
mean  time  Sis  Ralph  JVinwoodvfrdtt  from  the  Hagu^ 

y)  Sir  Ricbard  Spencer's  MS.  NegQtiatipQa,  (e)  ^^^en^ 
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to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  on  the  28th  of  May  rfioS^ 
0.  S.  (/),  that  he  was  doubtful,  whether  the  ftate  oC 
Ireland  was  fo  well  ajjured,  as  was  prefumed  :  and 
that,  if  all  advcrtifemcnts  be  true,  there  was  a  pur-r 
pofe  to  affift  Tyrone^  not  only  in  Spain^  but  likewife 
in  Italy  ;   and  fome  fpeeches^  adds  he,  are  caft  cut^ 
as  though  Sir  Robert  Dudley  Jbould  he  employed  in 
this  fervice  hy  the  Duke  of  Florence.     This  Sir  Ro* 
pert  Dudley  was  fon  of  Robert  Earl  of  Leicefier^  by 
the  Lady  Douglafs  Howard^  daughter  of  fVilliam 
Jjord  Howard  of  Effingham^    and  widow  of  joUt 
Lord  Sheffield.    But  that  Earl  difowning  this  mar- 
riage, his  ion,  who  was  born  in  1574,  and  educated 
at  Cbriji"  church  J  Oxford^  undertook,   fcveral  ycaw 
after  his  father's  death,  to  prove  his  mother's  mar- 
riage, and  his  own  legitimacy.    But  King  James  I. 
iordered  all  the  depofitions  taken  in  fupport  of  this 
to  be  fealed  up,  and  an  end  to  be  put  to  the  cauie  in 
an  abrupt  and  violent  manner  $   which  provoked  Sir 
Roiert  Dudley  to  retire  to  Italy ;  and  he  refufuig  to 
return  to  England^   when  he  was  fummoned,   his 
eilate  was  feized,  as  that  of  a  fugidve,  and  giveo 
to  Prince  Henry.    In  March  1620,  he  had  lettaes 
patents  from  tiiQ^mptror  Ferdinand  IL  creating  hitii 
a  Duke;  upon  which  he  was  called  Duke  oi  North' 
umherland^  hb  grandifathef 's  title.    He  was  a  tgSoel 
of  great  learning  and  genius,  as  appears  from  his 
Arcano  del  Mare^  printed  at  Florence  in  1 64,6^  in  foL 
^d  he  died  in  the  Grand  Duke's  palace,  near  that 
city,  aboui:  the  year  1 650.    He  married  yinne  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Leigh  of  Stonily  in  JVaranch^ 
Jbircj  Knight,  by  whom  he  had  five  daughters ; 
and  this  Lady  was,  on  the  23d  of  May  1644,  crested 
Duchefs  Dudley  by  King  Charles  L  in  confideratioa 
pi  the  injury,  which  had  been  done  her  huib^nd  w^ 
her.  By  depriving  them  of  their  eftate  * 

*    (f)  Sir  «#.  EimQyidti\  MS.  Sut«-Papcn>  Vol  7.      •  i)*X' 
dak%  Baronage. 
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'  Sir  ^bomas  Edmondesy  in  his  letter  from  Brujfels 
00  Sir  Ralph  Wimvood  of  the  loth  of  June  i6oi8i 
O.  S-  (g)^  takes  notice  of  the  general  opinion,  that 
the  Deputies  of  the  States  General  bad  nothing  fo 
tvill  provided  for  ibeir  own  tnterefts^  as  they  bad  given 
advantage  thereby  to  the  King  of  Spain.     He  ob- 
ftrvcs  alfo,  that  Don  Pedro  de  Toledo  was  fhortly  to 
treat  with  the  King  of  France  about  marriages  be- 
tween the  children  of  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain ; 
**  which  is   thought^  fays  bcy  elpecially  to  be  fet 
*•  afoot  at  this  time,  in  hope  thereby  to  make  the 
**  King  of  France  the  more  contained  in  his  afliftance 
**  toward   the  States,    that  they^  by  that  means, 
•*  may  be  put  into  the  more  difcomfort  and  defoair 
**  of  their  fubfiftence.     The  faid  Don  Pedra  is  after- . 
♦*  wards  to  go  into  Germany ^  to  interpofc  the  autho- 
^  tity  of  the  King  of  Spain  for  the  cdmpoundihg  of 
•'  the  matters  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Arch- 
•*  duke  Mafihias :  but  it  is  expcfted,  that  he  will 
•*  pafs  this  wdy.     The  Archduke  Matthias  doth  iri- 
•*  fift,  that  feeing  the  Emperor  maketh  difficulty  to 
"  confer  bn  him  prefently  the  title  of  King  of  Bo- 
**  ifejj»/tf  J  that  with  the  Kingdom  of /ftf;/^^rjr  (whicK 
**  hath  been  already  offered  him) /ht  may  be  alfd 
^*  declared  King  of  Moravia^  Silejla^  Sec.   which 
**  are  the  bordering  provinces  upon  Bohemia.     The 
•*  faid  Archduke  doth  juftify  himfelf  to  the  world, 
^  to  have  entered  into  this  action,  upon  a  eombina- 
**  tion  herctdfon^  made  between  him  and  the  reft  of 
^  the  boufe  of  Aujiria  for  the  fettihg  of  him  up,  iii 
*'•  refpeft  of  the  Emperor*s  weaknefs,  and  to  pre- 
^  Vent,  by  that  occafion,  that  the  fiicceffion  of  the 
**  Empire  ftould  not  be  carried  from  their  houfe. 
**  I  have  here  feert  the  copies  of  the  traniaftions, 
^  which  to  that  purpofe  paffed  between  them." 

(s)  ^/'«vw/s  Memorials,  Vol.  11.  p.  410, 
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Sir  Ralph  Winwoody  the  next  day  after  the  date 
of  this  letter,  viz.  on  the  i  ith  of  June^  O.  S,  wrote 
to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  from  the  Hague  {h\  that  the 
Prefidcnt  Jeannin  departed  thence  in  the  morning 
of  the  day  before  towards  France ;  "  and  (which, 
••^  fays  be^  will  feem  moft  ftrange  to  your  Lordfhip) 
**  he  had  not  the  manners  to  bid  us  farewel.  This 
**  day  Monfr.  de  Ruffy  came  to  excufe  this  his  fo 
**  fuddcn  departure,  upon  letters  from  the  King  com- 
♦*  manding  his  return  with.m6re  than  ordinary  dili- 
♦'  gence.  We  are  all  here  au  bout  de  nofire  Latin^ 
*^  to  pick  out  the  conftru6tion  of  this  irregular  pro- 
**  ceeding,  which  doth  portend  fome  ftrange  pra- 
**  ftice,  which  now  is  projeded  between  France  and 
«  Spainr 

Sir  Charles  Cornwallis  likemk  {cnt  Sir  TTfomas  Ed^ 
tnondesy  on  the  3d  of  July^  O.  S.  from  Madrid^  the 
following  account  of  the  ftateof  affairs  m  Spain  {f}. 
**  I  fuppofe,  we  have  here  a  defir^  to  hold  the  world 
*^  at  gaze  of  what  will  be  the  event  of  our  late  fhew» 
of  inclinations  to  this  peace  in  treaty.  A  ftrong 
advocate  is  entertained  on  either .  party :  for  ho- 
nour and  neceflity  are  the  pleaders.  The  firft 
*'  makes  a  great  noife,  and  carries  the  more  found : 
"  but  the  latter  is  of  the  more  force,  and  (as  far  as 
^*  the  eyes  of  my  weak  judgment  can  difcern)  will 
*^  in  the  end  attain  the  vidtory.  To  continue  the 
*'  war  (for  any  thing  that  appeareth  above-ground) 
*•  we  have  no  means ;  neither  are  we  likely  to  in* 
creaie  them,  the  head  of  this  eftate  having  (as 
here  the  public  voice  reports)  loft  lately,  at  play, 
to  the  Marquis  of  Laguna  and  others  (whom  I 
*'  forbear  to  name)  above  600,000  Ducats.  Our 
*'  fea-forces  were  never  fo  lame  5  and,  for  land-fer- 
vices,  we  were  never  worfe  furniftied.  Our  hopes 
are  all  in  heaven,  and  in  what  the  late  Embailage 

(b)  Sir  7b:  Edm§ndeii  MS.  Statc-Papcra,  Vol . V.         {')  Ibid. 
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«^  we  have  fent  into  France  may  produce.  Upon 
«*  the  event  of  that  invcnrion  we  now  demur,  glad 
^  to  win  time,  and  not  unwilling  to  beguile  our- 
*•  felves  with  hope  of  whatfoever,  by  any  poffibi- 
**  lity,  may  happen  either  advantageoufly  or  for- 
•*  tunately  unto  us." 

The  Prefident  7(ftf»w»  being  returned  from  France 
to  the  Hagucy  where  he  arrived  on  the  4th  of  Ju^ 
guft  1608,  O.  S.  (a) J  Sir  Ralph  fVinwood  informed 
Sir  Thomas  Edmondts^  in  a  letter  from  thence  of  the 
3d  of  Sept  ember  J  O.  $.  {b)  that,  fince  his  return  j  he  was 
fo  tranfported  with  violent  paffion^  that  he  hath  loft  in 
this  place  all  credit  and  reputation  y  and  is  deeply  fu- 
fpeSted  /d  be  touched  with  the  metal  of  Peru  :  Jnd 
becaufe  we  play  not  the  mad-men^  which  he  dothy  that 
isy  rail  upon  the  StateSy  Count  Maurice,  and  ally  as 
he  bath  done  in  full  ajfembly,  he  cries  out  againft  us 
of  double-dealing y  inftbew  to  further y  in  effell  to  hin- 
der y  the  proceedings  of  this  treaty. 

Sir  Richard  Spencer  and  Sir  Ralph  JFinwood  like- 
wife  complain,  in  a  joint  letter  of  theirs  of  the  5th  of 
September y  of  JeannifC%  over-bearing  carriage  (c) : 
**  We  have  had,  fay  theyy  much  patience,  to  hold 
**  good  quarter  with  the  Frenchy  fince  the  return  of 
**  the  Prefident  Jeannin  out  of  France ;  with  whom 
*'  becaufe  we  cannot  concur  in  his  violence,  but  ra- 
ther induce  the  States  by  reafon,  than  compel  them 
by  threatenings,  which  he  doth,  he  doth  charge 
us  of  double-dealing,  in  fhew  to  advance  the  peace 
**  and  the  truce,  but  in  efFcft  to  hinder  both  the  one 
*'  and  the  other." 

The  Prefident,  in  his  letters,  reprefents  the  nego- 
tiation, which  was  fet  on  foot  for  a  long  truce,  agree- 
able to  the  mediators  projed,  after  a  perpetual  peace 

(a)  Negotiations  de  Monfr.  le  Prefident  Jeannin,  p.  807. 
(h)  Sir  Thomas  Edmondeiz  MS.  State-Papers;  Vol.  V.      (c)  Sir 

Hjckard  SprncP'^s  MS,  Negotiations. 
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proved  unatdunable^  a^  wholly  pwing  to  lus  influent 
wit;b  the  States  General.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Engli/b  Commilfioners  laid  claim  to  the  credit  of  it 
in  their  Matter's  behalf:  **  Fgr,  fay  tbg^  in  their 
letter  of  the  20th  of  September  i6oi(J)^  "  theunfear 
^'  fonable  negotiation  of  Don  Pedro  in  Prance  (whick 
^*  waa  faid  to  be  at  a  match  for  the  Infanta)  hath 
**  made  that  Nation  fo  deeply  fufpedted  here,  which 
<^  jealoufy  is  daily  augmented  by  M.  Je^nmn\  vior 
**  lence^thatif  wehad  not  joined  with  him  in  theover- 
^*  ture  for  the  truce,  that  propofition  had  found  but 
**  j&naH  grace  in  the  afiembly  of  the  States." 

Prince  Maurice^  who  is  reprcfented  t^  Monir.  A^ 
tery  da  Maurier  (e)^  as  extremely,  avcrfe  to  the  trea- 
ty of  peace,  appears,  from  the  Negotiations  of  Sir  Ri- 
chard Spencer,  to  have  been  of  a  very  warm  temper^ 
and  apt  to  fly  out  upon  contradi£tion  \  and  embrace 
natty  reibiutions,  from  which  he  was  afterwards  obr 
liged  to  recede  in  a  manner,  which  did  him  no  cre- 
dit. In  a  conference  with  the  EngUfh  Commiflioners^ 
as  they  relate  in  their  letter  of  the  23d  of  September 
i6a8,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  declare^  that,  unleis  the 
articles  conceived  in  the  treaty  nyght  be  accorded  in 
the  truce,  he  would  make  himfelf  a  party  in  the 
iaulfi,  with  feme  of  the  bett  towns  in  Holland^  the 
province  of  Zealand^  and  all  the  foldiery ,  who  were 
at  his  commandment. 

Not  long  after  he  embroiled  himielf  in  a  peribnal 
difference  with  King  James^  of  which  we  meet  with 
no  traces  in  any  of  our  Hiftorians ;  and  thofe  in  Sir 
Ralph  fVinwood^s  Memorials  being  very  impcrfcft, 
it  will  be  proper  to  fupply  the  defcft  from  Sir  Ri^ 
chard  Spencer*  s  Negotiations  (f).  S\r  Ralph  PTimvo^d, 
being  preient  in  the  Council  of  State,  where  the  fia-- 


[d)  Ibid.       (e)  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  Thiftoire  de  Hollande, 
p.  265.  Edit  1680.  •    (/)  MS.  letter  of  the  17th  of  AV 
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cerity  oFthc  Courts  of  Madrid  mdBruJfels  in  the  trearf 
was  Queftioneci  by  the  Prince,  told  his  Hiehnefs,  tbat^ 
ROtwitbitanding,  he  thought  it  the  intereH  of  the  Re- 
public to  go  on  with  it,  bccaufc,  if  the  ArchdukeS 
ftould  at  laft  refufc  to  comprehend  theKingof  5/)tfm, 
as  well  as  themfelves,  an  eternal  diflbonouf  would  light 
upon  them,  and  the  two  Kings  of  England  and  France 
would  have  more  reafon  to  affift  the  States.  The  Prince , 
toolehim  up  briskly  with  thefe  words  *' We  wiJl  not 
•*  go  plead  a  proccfe  bcforii  the  Kings :  and  le  Roi 
«*  vqfire  Maiftre  n^ofe  pas  parler  au  Roi  d^Efpi^ne^^ 
Sir  Ralph  dnfwtrtdjMonfieur^  vous  avez  tort :  le  Roi 
man  Maitre  a  6?  refolution  de  fe  rejfentir^  (^  puiffance 
de  fe  reven^ber  du  Roi  &?  Prince  qui  fe  foit.     The 
Prince  replied.  Comment  s^efi-il  reffenti  de  la  iraht- 
fm  du  pQudre  ?  Sir  Ralph  rejoined,  Comrnent  f^avez^ 
vous  J  que  le  Roi  ^Efpagnes*y  fait  melef  Owen  en  a 
ite^  faid  the  Prince,  lequel  on  a  demande ;  6?  le  Comte 
de  Tyrone  eft  foutenupar  leRoi  J^Efpagne.  Sir  Ralph 
replied,  ^ant  a  Owen^  ce  tCefi  pas  h  vous^  d  qui  It 
Roi  men  Matfire  en  rendra  conte :  £5?  pour  Tyrone^ 
t9Ut  le  mondeffaity  qu^il  efl  i  Kome^  6?  non  pas  en  Ef- 
pagne.     Sir  Richard  Spencer  and  Sir  Ralph  fVinwood 
immediately  fent  an  account  of  this  affair  over  to 
England^  which  was  io  ill  taken,  that  King  James 
wrote  to  the  States  General,  on  the  2d  of  December 
1608,  complaining  of  the  affront,  and  demanding  a 
proper  reparation  for  it.    A  littk  time  fufiiced  to 
bring  Prince  Maurice  to  a  fenfe  of  his  imprudent  be- 
haviour ;  and,  in  a  very  refpefbful  letter,  he  endea- 
<90ured  to  mollify  the  King's  anger.     But  this  was 
not  thought  a  fufficient  fatisfadtion,  as  being  con^ 
ccived  in  too  general  terms  ;  and  the  Englifh  Comr 
miflioners  had  orders  to  prefent  the  King*s  letter  in 
a  public  affembly  of  the  States.     The  Prince  pre- 
vented fo  formal  a  complaint  againll  him,  by  makr 
ing  a  more  frank  acknowledgment  of  his  offence  in  a 
fewnd  letter,  and  clearing  himfclf,  in  the  beft  man- 
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ner  he  could,  from  any  maficious  intention  to 
peach  his  Majefty's  fervice,  or  afperie  his  chsnSteti 
^  "  This  difpatch,  lays  Sir  Richard  Spencer  (g)^  he 
^'  did  communicate  to  me ;  at  which  time  he  declar- 
•*  ed  the  defire  he  firft  had  to  gain  the  King's  fa- 
^'  vours;  the  care  he  had  to  retain  them  {  and  that 
^  to  redeem  th«m,  he  fhail  think  his  bell  fervice 
•*  worthily  employed :  All  which  he  delivered  with 
**  that  tendernefs  of  affedtion,  and  anguilh  of  mind^ 
•*  that  the  very  tears  did  Hand  in  his  eyes.** 

This  Prince,  according  to  Du  Maurier  (h)j  ufed 
all  the  efforts  imaginable  to  perfuade  Hepiry  IV.  to 
prevent  the  fuccefs  of  the  treaty  of  the  truce,  as  con- 
trary to  the  intereft  of  France  -,  fince  the  Spaniards^ 
being  no  longer  diverted  by  the  United  Provinces^ 
would '  infallibly  turn  their  whole  force  againft  his 
Kingdom.     And  we  are  informed,  by  a  letttr  of  Sir 
Sir  George  Carew  to  Sir  "Thomas  Edmondes,  dated  at 
Paris  November  the  3d,  1608  (i)j  that  the  King  of 
France  had,  feme  time  before,  fent  back  a  Gentle- 
man, who  had  brought  him  a  letter  from  Prince  AfiU^- 
rice,  with  an  anfwer  very  quicks  as  the  letter  was: 
And  here  J  adds  Sir  George^  they  do^  by  reports^  and  all 
ether  demonftrationSy  fedc  to  maintain  the  opinion  of 
the  fway^  which  this  King*s  authority  hath  with  thofe 
people  [the  States] ;  in  which  fenfe  I  have  beardy  that 
the  King  Jbouldfay  openly  to  the  Gentleman^  who  went 
into  Holland :  "  Dites  a  eux,  que  je  vcux,  qu'ilsfacent 
**  latreve." 

Monfr.  de  Puifieuxy  in  a  letter  to  Monfr.  de  la  Bo^ 
dericy  from  Paris  the  26th  of  November  i6o8> 
N.  S.  *  mentions  the  Prince's  letter  to  Henry  IV. 
and  obferves,  that  the  defign  of  it  was  to  diHuade 

ig)  MS.  letter  of  the  18th  of  January  1608-9.  (^^  ^^i 

fupra.  (0  Sir  Ti;o.  Edmondes\  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  V. 

*  Lettres  d' Henry  IV.  Roi  de  France,  &  de  Mefiieurs  de 
Villeroy  &  de  Puifieux,  a  Monir.  Antoine  le  Fcvre  de  la  fiodericy 
Tom.  I.  p.  365, 
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that  King  from  profecuting  the  treaty,  by  laying  be- 
fore him  an  ample  detail  of  the  rcafons,  which  he 
thought  of  moft  Weight  to  divert  his  Majefty  from 
it :  Bia  tbis  King^  adds  Monfr.  de  PuiJieuXj  has  an* 
fijoert'd  bim  like  a  wije^  expefiencedj  and  cordial  friend  ; 
Jb  that  we  are  in  bopesy  that  tbis  anJkJDer  will^  in  fome, 
meafure^  [often  the  Princess  temper. 

The  Prince's  difinclination  to  the  treaty  will  fur- 
ther appear  from  a  letter  of  Sir  Tbomas  Edfnondes, 
of  the  4th  of  the  lame  month  November ^  written  to 
Sh:  Hertry  JVotton^  Embaflador  at  Venice  (k) :  We 
"  have  been  here,  fajfs  bCy  in  continual  expeftation. 
**  for  this  fevennight,  to  underftand,  what  the  States. 
**  have  refolved  fince  their  return  from  their  pro-. 
**  vinces,  touching  the  laft  propofition  tendered  unto, 
**  them,  for  the  making  of  a  truce  for  ten  years^ 
**  in  fuch  manner,  as,  by  my  former  letters,  I  certi- 
•*  fied  your  Lordfliip :  And  we  hear  faid,  that  they. 
*^  are  fo  divided  in  their  opinions  and  affedipns' 
*^  about  the  fame,  as  they  cannot  as  yet  agree  what 
•*  anfwcr  to  make.  The  grcateft  part  of  the  pro- 
"  vinces  fliew  to  be  inclined  to  the  accepting  of  it  1 
**  but  the  Count  Maurice^  together  with  thofe  of 
^  "Zealand^  and  fome  principal  towns,  do,  by  all 
means,  labour  the  contrary  :  And  the  animofities 
s^nft  each  other  have  grown  to  that  height,  as 
many  libels  haye  been  call  forth  againft  the  pro- 
"  ceeding  in  the  truce  •,  and  a  letter  direfted  unto 
•*  the  States  General,  wherein  was  written,  that  their 
**  State  was  on  fire,  and  was  in  danger  to  be  pre- 
"  fently  burnt  to  afties,  if  the  fire  were  not  quench- 
ed by  the  blood  o(Bameveldt  and  the  Grcffier  yier- 
fens.  This  Barneveldt  took  fo  tenderly,  as  there- 
••  upon  he  went  to  juttify  himfelf  before  the  States, 
*f  concerning  his  carriage  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  trea- 
•*  ty  i  and  defircd,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 

(k)  (/)  Sir  "ThQ  tdmwdei^  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  V. 
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**  give  over  his  place,  and  to  retire  himfelf  to  a  pri? 
•*  vatc  lifip,  rpdng  he  was  fo  ill  requited  for  more  than 
«'  thirty  years  fervice,  that  he  had  done  them.     But 
the  next  day  he  was  again  fetched  to  the  council 
by  fome  of  the  States  -,  and  there  a  long  fpeech 
*'  was  made  in  approbation  of  his  good  lervices  ^ 
^  and  he  was  defircd  to  refume  his  former  place,  with 
promife  of  protedion,  and  of  righting  him  againfl: 
any,  that  ihould  feek  unjuilly  to  wrong  him.  And 
fb  that  broil  was  quickly  palled  over ;   but  how 
they  will  agree  upojn  the  main  matter,  we  expeft 
**  hourly  to  underftand.     Thofe  of  Zealand  did,  for 
a  while.  Hand  upon  their  terms,  not  to  come  ta 
the  aflembly  to  confer  of  the  matter ;  but  fincc 
they  have  yielded  therein,  becaufe  they  found, 
**  that  the  reft  of  the  provinces  would  otberwife  have 
*^  prptefted  againft  their  obftinacy,  and  have  taken 
*'  their  conclufions  without  them^  I.underiliand,  that 
*•  his  Majefty's,  and  the  French  Kind's  Commif- 
^*  fioners  do,  with  great  diligence,  labour  the  ac« 
**  cepting  of  this  truce :  and,  if  the  fan^  be  effeft.- 
**  ed,  it  will  be  chiefly  by  their  means." 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury ^  ¥(ho  had  been  advanced  ta 
the  Poft  of  Lord  High  Treafurer,  on  the  4th  of  Afigi 
1608,  to  the  great  fatisfat^tion  of  the  whole  Kingi- 
^om  (l)^  upon,  the  death  of  Thomas  Sackville^  the 
firitEarl  otDorfefj  having  fecretly  emjdoyed  one 
^oms  Wylfcurd  in  the  Low  Countries^  the  latter  was 
feizied  towards  the  end  of  July  xixax  year,  upoa  the 
information  of  Ovien  and  Baldwin  the  Jefuit,  foa 
holding  correfpondence  with  his  Lordlhip,  and 
beingy  as  I  underftand^  fays  Sir  ^an^as  EdnimdeSy  ia 
his  fetter  to  the  Earl  from  BruffeJs  July  2yth(m)j  is 
further  maUciauJly  fi^ggefted^  fit  awork  iyywrjCo^d^ 

(I)  Sir  Henry  NrvilU  to  Sir  Ralph   Winwood^  London  i2tK 
May  1608.  Winnvood^i  Memorials,  Vol.  IL  p.  399.  {m)  Sir 

1[bo.  Edmondis'%  MS.  Sute-Papers,  Vol.  V. 
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Jb^  to  kill  Owen.  Sir  Thomas^  in  another  letter  to  the 
£ari  on  the  loth  ofJuguft  (n)^  obferves,  that,  fince 
the  writing  of  his  former,  Mr.  fFylfaurd  had  been 
exan^ined,  ^^  at  what  time  there  was  produced  before 
*'  him  the  ktter,  which  he  wrote  by  fVbii thread  to 
^^  your  Lordihip,  containing  an  offer  of  fomething  to 
*^  be  undertaken  by  them,  which  wasrefeired  to  the 
*^  relation  of  tVhitebread,  Whereupon,  as  I  under-^ 
^*  Aandt  Wylfourd  made  no  difficulty  to  confefi  un-- 
*^  to  them,  that  he  intended  furprifing  of  Oovs's 
^<  peribn,  to  cany  him  into  England^  as  a  thing, 
^^  which  he  conceived  would  be  very  acceptable  un- 
<^  to  our  State,  and  deferved  not  to  be  reputed  an 
^^  offence  againft  this  State.  All  men  judged  it  to 
^  be  an  enterprize  of  no  fmall  difficulty,  but  mudk 
**'  more  fcfr  Mr.  Wylfourd  to  undertake.'* 

The  Earl,  on  the  fame  day,  wrote  to  Sir  Tbomas 
EdmoMdcs  from  the  Court  at  Holdenhy{o\  upon  i^at 
afiair,  in  the  following  terms :    *'  I  proteft  before 
the  Majefty  of  Alnughty  God  (to  whom  I  give 
^^  thanks  ios  it)  I  am  far  from  any  fuch  difpofi'- 
tion  [to  kill  Owm  in  cold  blood,  by  any  undue 
(  courfe] ;  and  confequently  from  practice  with 
Wylfourdj  or  any  other,  for  matter  of  that  nature. 
•*  Alas!  Sir,  what  were  Owwi's  death  to  this  State? 
••*  Tyrane*s  were  of  another  manner  of  importance. 
I  think  you  will  eafily  believe,  that  I  am  not  wifih-* 
out  daily  oflfers  to  have  my  choice  of  them  cut 
off,  if  I  were  fo  bloodily  difpofed.    But  I  had  ra- 
•^  dier  fcrve  my  country  in  any  other  kind,  than,  to- 
♦*  gether  with  the  bfcmilh  of  mine  honour,  to  ftain  my 
*^  confcience  with  the  blood,  which,  fhed  by  a  lawful 
•'  courfe,  were  acceptable  fervice  to  God,  but,  fpilt 
**  by  in^eA  nieans,  would  cry  for  vengeance  front 
above ...  I  confe&  to^you.  Sir  Tbomasy  blood  » 
to  me  fo  precious,  as  I  fhould  feel  a  horror  to  be 

(»)Ibid.  (0)  Ibid. 
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••^  the  author  in  any  fuch  kind."     His  Lordfliip 
wrote  again  to  Sir  Thomas^  on  the  14th  of  Septem^ 
her  1608,  from  Salisbury  bottfe^  upon  the  fame  fob* 
jed:  *.    "  I  was  content,  fays  bcj  to  difcourfe  with 
*^  him  [fVylfourd]  and   (hew  my  liking,  that,  by 
•*  fomc  ftratagem,  he  [Owen]  might  have  been  ftolen 
^^.  into  a  Ihip,  and  brought  for  England. .  .The  main 
'*^  fervice  that  he  profeffed,  and  I  accepted,  being 
"  merely  and  only  to  reveal  pra6tices  for  Ireland.** 
The  Englijh  and  French  CommiflTioners  having 
removed  their  conferences  with  the  Deputies  of  the ' 
King  of  Spain  ^  the  Archduke,  and  the  States  General, 
to  Anmerp^  in  the  beginning  of  February  1 60S-9  {p\ " 
Sir  Tbfitnas  Edmondes  went  fi-om  Brujfeis.  diither  to 
meet  them ;   where  he  fpent  a  few  days,  andy  'upon  * 
his  return  c6  Brujfels,  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Sir  Ralph  fVinwood^  on  the  i  ith  of  that  month, 
O.  5;  (j):  ^^  Now,  touching  the  alarum,  which  the 
•*  Prefident  Ricbardot  hath  taken,  by  reafon  of  my 
"  fpedch  with  the  Marquis  Spinola^    left  I  (hould* 
*^  fpeak  too  freely  at  my  return   hither  of  thofe 
*'  points,  which  have  been  imparted  unto  me,  which 
I  find  hath  been  the  caufe  of  fending  this  mefien- 
ger  in  fuch  diligence  after  me  j  1  pray  you  do  me 
'*  the  kindnefs  to  let  the  Preficknt  know,  that  as  V 
hope  I  ftiould  have  abftained  out  of  my  own  dif- 
cretion,  and  for  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  affec- 
tions of  this  place,  from  committing  any  fuch  er-' 
"  ror  as  he  feared  ;  {q  there  was  the  Icfs  need,  that* 
^'  he  (hould  redouble  this  charge  upon  me,  confi- ' 
dering,  that  himfelf  had  newly  before  told  me,  that 
they  had  not  acquainted  the  Spanijh  Embaflador  *• 
with  any  particulars  of  this  bufinefs  -,  neither  were  • 
willing,  that  he,  or  any  other,  Ihould  be  acquaint- 
^  ed  therewith,  till  matters  fhall  come  to  a  farther* 

♦  Ibid.         (p)  Negotiations  de  Monfr.  le  Prefident  Jeannin, 
Vol.  11.  p.  317,         (f)  Win-wooif^x  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  4.77^ 
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ripcnefi.  You  (hall  not  need  to  doubt,  but  there- 
**  in  I  fhall  govern  myfelf  according  as  is  dcfired, 
for  the  fatisfying  of  the  turiofity  of  the  Prefident ; 
and  if  I  can  in  nothing  ferve  to  the  advancement  of 
the  building,  at  the  leaft  I  will  bring  no  hindrance 
to  the  fame.  I  will  aJfo  this  morning  tonfcr  with 
Monfr.  de  Bemyj  that  we  may  therein  carry  our- 
**  •  felves  in  one  courfe.  After  I  had  been  with  the 
**  Marquis  Spinola^  going  from  thence  to  take  leave 
**  of  the  Prefident  7^<a;^»/»,  I  did  relate  particularly 
**  unto  him  what  had  pafled  in  the  conference  bey 
*'  tween  the  Marquis  and  me,  as  I  had  done  the  like 
•*  in  the  morning  to  yourfelves,  if  the  time  had  not 
**  preffed  me  fo  fuddenly  to  depart.  And  all  that  I 
**  fpake^  by  occafion  of  the  Marquis's  difcourfe,  was, 
•*  that  1  found  both  you  and  the  Prefident  Jeannin 
in  great  pain,  how  to  reconcile  the  point  of  the  # 
Indies^  and  the  reft:,  which  were  in  queftion  be- 
tween you,  becaule  you  knew,  that  you  could 
**  hardly  bring  the  States  to  Other  qualifications,  than 
you  had  already  made  known  to  them.  The  Pre- 
fident Jeannin  thanked  me  for  fj)eaking  in  that 
manner  by  accident  to  the  Marquis ;  which,  tho% 
as  it  feemeth,  did  fbmewhat  (tir  up  the  Marquis, 
••  infomuch  as  he  will  take  the  alarum  upon  the  leaft 
*^  occafion,  which  he  thinketh  may  breed  any  dilficul- 
*'  ty  in  the  bufinefs ;  yet  I  fee  no  caufe,  why  the 
**  Prefident  Rici^ardot  ftiould  think,  that  I  would 
confequently  fpcak  as  freely  of  thdfe  matters  elfe- 
where.  Notwithftanding  I  will  not  <Jeny,  but  that 
I  may  be  better  directed  by  wifcr  men's  cautions, 
**  to  the  which  I  do  moft  willingly  fubmit  myfelf."** 

The  truce  was  at  laft  concluded  at  Antwerp  on  the 
29th  of  March  1 609,  for  twelve  years,  upon  thefe^ 
among  other  terms  :  That  the  Archdukes  treat- 
ed with  the  States  General  in  the  quality  of,  and  as 
confidcring  them  as  free  Provinces,  to  which  they 
had  ng  prctenfions :  That  there  (hoUld  be  a  cefiation 
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of  dll  a£b  of  hoftility  ;  but  that  in  the  countries  tt 
%  diftance  it  fhould  not  begin  till  a  year  after :  That 
traffick  fhould  be  free  by  fea  and  land ;  which  die 
King  of  Spain^  however^  limited  to  his  dominicMss  in 
Europe^  not  meanings  thax  the  States  (hould  cany  it 
on  in  his  other  dominions,  mthout  his  expreis  per- 
miflion :  That  each  party  (hould  keep  the  Provinces 
and  places,  which  they  were  then  in  pc^eflion  cSi 
That  thofe,  whofe  goods  had  been  feized  or  coofif- 
cated,  on  account  of  die  war,  or  their  hdrs,  (houki 
enjc^  them  during  the  truce,  and  re-enter  upon  them 
without  any  formality  of  juftice :  That  the  fubjed:s 
of  the  States  Ihould  have  in  the  countiy  of  lus  Ca- 
chofic  Majefty,  and  of  the  Archdukes,  the  fame  li- 
berty of  Relkion,  as  had  been  granted  to  the  fubjefls 
of  the  King  otGrean  Britain  by  the  laft  treaty  of  peace. 
On  the  other  hand,  theStates  promiied,  that  no  change 
ihouki  be  made  in  the  villages  of  Brabant^  which  de- 
f)ended  upon  them,  in  which  the  eaercife  of  the  Ca- 
thoUc  Religion  only  was  before  aUowed.  At  the 
fame  time  the  Archdukes  Commiflioners  (imed  an 
a£t»  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  King  ixSpain^ 
that  the  States  fliould  freely  trade  into  the  Indies 
without  impeachment* 

The  Englijb  Commiflioners  obferved  (a)^  that  no 
one  thing  had  been  of  greater  trouble  to  them  in 
this  treaty,  than  the  cravi^ig  bumawr  of  Prince  Atdm^ 
rici^  who,  not  fadsfied  with  the  large  treatments 
granted  by  the  States,  nor  contented  with  the  refti* 
tudon  from  the  Archdukes  of  all  the  Prince  of 
Orange^s  land  in  Burgundy^  and  thde  parts,  further 
demanded  fatis&dtion  for  certain  pretenfions  ground^ 
ed  upon  grants  to  his  father  from  the  States  of  Bra- 
hant  and  Flanders^  at  fuch  time,  as  they  were  under 

{a)  Sir  Richard  Spencer  and  Sir  Ralph  WimvoedXQ  the  Earl  of 
SaUshury  from  Ant^werp^  zifiia  March  l6o9»0.^.  ^invmd*^  Me- 
tionalsy  Vol.  III.  p.  i,  z. 
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the  Duke  of  Jnjiniy  aftd  feparated  from  the  obe- 
dience of  Spain :  Which  point  he  preffed  fo  hard, 
that  he  gave  charge  to  Count  JVilliam  of  Najfau  riot 
to  fign  the  treaty,  unlefs,  in  this  particular,  he  might 
receive  contentment.  Though  this  demandj  add  the 
EngUJh  Commiflioners,  did  carry  wilb  it  no  Jhew  of 
€fuityj  and  fo  we  freely  declared  4o  the  Archdukes 
Commiffioners  •,  yet^  to  dear  the  pajfage^  we  have  pre- 
trailed  with' them  to  grant  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns^ 
to  be  paid  in  two  years.  The  fame  Commiflioners 
likewife  aflert  {h)y  that  all  the  demands  of  the  States 
General  had  been  granted,  ^^  Which  could  carry 
•*  in  them  either  fhew  of  reafon,  or  colour  of  juftice. 
•*  Which  eafinefs  in  the  Archdukes  Deputies  (whe- 
♦*  ther  proceeding  from  the  extreme  neceflities  of 
•*  Spain y  or  from  the  defire  thefe  Princes  bear  to 
**  quiet  and  repofe^  did  puff  up  the  States  Deputies 
^^  into  that  conceited  humour,  for  fome  days  toge- 
•*  ther,  that  not  only  they  did  think,  that  nothing 
^  d)ey  did  require  (hould  be  refufed  them,  though 
•*  never  fo  unjuft,  or  fo  void  of  reafon ;  but  that  we, 
**  and  the  jRr^rr i>  Commiffioners,  were  bound  to  fe- 
^^  cond  and  fupport  them  in  all  their  impertinent  and 
**  unreafonable  demands/' 

King  James  I.'s  condudl:  in  this  treaty  of  the  truce 
does  not,  upon  a  candid  examination,  appear  fo  ex- 
deptionabte,  as  ibme  writers  have  reprefented  it.  Sir 
Rsthatd  Spencer*^  MS.  Negotiations  fully  clear  him 
from  the  afperfion  caft  upon  him  by  the  Prefident 
HJchardoty  who  pretended,  that  the  King  had  un- 
dertaken^ that  the  States  General  fhould  agree  to  the 
truce,  without  any  recognition  of  their  Sovereignty 
from  Spain.  And  thofe,  who  blame  him  for  foU 
lowing  fb  clofely  rile  French  paces  during  the  trea- 
ty, will  find  fufHcient  matter  in  thofe  Negotiations  to 

(b)  Letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Privy-council,  from  Jnttverp, 
6th  Jfril  1609^  O^S.  Ibid.  p.  4. 
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induce  them  not  to  be  fo  forward  in  their  cenfures; 
It  is  undeniable,  that  a  generisd  conjunction  of  coun* 
fels  with  Henry  IV.  was  the  likelieft  method  to  bring 
Spain  to  reafonable  terms ;  and  the  joint  guaranty 
of  the  peace  by  both  Kings,  after  it  was  concluded, 
was  the  moft  probable  means  of  fecuring  the  ohfirr- 
vation  of  it  from  the  fame  quarter.  Neither  did  the 
Englijh  CommilTioners  fo  implicitly  follow  x}at  French 
motions,  as  not,  on  fome  occafions,  to  depart  from 
them ;  pardcularly  in  the  demand,  which  was  prcfled 
upon  the  States,  both  by  the  Sfanifi)  and  French  Mi- 
nifters,  for  the  free  exercife  of-  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion  throughout  their  dominions.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  were  two  particulars  in  the  King's 
conduA,  which  admit  of  no  ezcufe :  The  firft  was 
his  avoiding  to  fpeak  out  his  mind  upon  the  iub|e6): 
of  iupporting  the  States,  in  cafe  the  treaty  broke  off 
re  infeUa^  as  it  often  feemed  likely  to  da  The  fe* 
xond  was  lus  extreme  attention  to  money-matters  in 
negotiating  with  them.  In  both  thefe  inilancesr  he 
was  equally  blameable,  as  they  proceeded  fix>m  his 
wretched  oeconomy  at  home,  and  his  timidity  and 
irrefolution  with  refpedt  to  foreign  aflfairs;  and  a* 
the  French  had  thereby  an  opportunity  g^ven  them 
of  acquiring  an  intire  influence  over  the  Dutch  coun- 
fels. 

While  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  was  at  Antwerp  witb 
the  Englijh  Commiffioners,  Sir  Ralph  fFimvoody  who^ 
though  a  man  of  great  integrity,  as  well  as  abilities^ 
appears  to  have  had  fomething  harfh  and  fupercilious 
in  his  manner,  gave  fome  difgull  by  his  behaviour  to 
Sir  Thomas  J  who,  complaining  of  it  to  their  common 
friend  Mr.  Dudley  Carleton^  in  a  letter  of  the  8th  of 
March  1608-9  >  ^^^  ^^^^i*  wrote  the  following  an^ 
fwer  from  London  on  fhc  30th  of  that  month  (0  : 
•«  Your  letter,  of  the  8th  oi  March^  was  &fely  deli- 

iO  Sir  Tbo.  EdmmJis^  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  VI.  p.  13. 
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^*  vered  me  by  Mr.  Packer.  And  though  the  par- 
••  ty  you  therein  mention  [Sir  Ralph  JVinwood]  hath 
•*  no  whit  deceived  the  judgment  I  always  made  of 
•*  his  natural  difpofition ;  yet  I  thought,  that  res^ 
.**  atas^  6f  ufus^  the  pradice  and  experience  he  hath 
**  had  of  the  world,  would  rather  have  taught  him 
••  better  to  know,  than  more  to  forget  himfclf.  But 
••  I  perceive,  that  honours  may  eafily  change  mah- 
•*  nets,  when  the  change  is  to  the  firft  habit;  and 
**  that  the  other  is  but  borrowed,  and  put  on  for  a 
**  time.  Yet,  for  my  part,  T  forgive  him,  fincc 
your  Lordlhip  faith  he  continues  my  friend ;  and, 
in  his  felf-conceitednefs,  he  will  only  prove  his 
•*  own  enemy.  And  peradventure,  after  his  return 
**  hither,  when  he  hath  paft  his  firft  fprinkling  of 
**  our  Court  holy-water,  and  found  the  world  to  wag 
**  no  fafter  in  his  favour  than  other  men's,  he  will 
^*  begin  to  fafhion  himfclf  ta  the  world  again,  and 
•*  his  friends  receive  the  fame  contentment  in  him  as 
**  before.  The  fervice 'of  the  Council-chamber  (for 
**  which  Sir  Thomas  Smithy  by  reafon  of  his  weaknefi, 
**  is  now  no  mOre  reckoned  of)  is  refcrved  for  Sir 
**  Ralpb  Wimvood  at  his  return ;  which  how  he  will 
^  brook,  after  his  great  employments,  I  cannot  eafi- 
**  ly  imagine." 

Mr.  Carlelon  wrote  another  letter  to  Sir  Tbofnas 
Edmondes  from  London^  on  the  26th  of  jlpril  1 609 
(rf^,  in  which  we  find  fome  other  fevere  ftrokes  on 
Sir  Ralph  JVinwood^  though  he  foon  after  entertsdned 
a  more  favourable  opinion  of  him.  ^^  I  received 
**  yefterday  your  letter  by  your  fervant,  wlfich  was 
*^  the  more  welcome,  in  that  it  puts  me  in  hope  of 
•'  ieeing  you  and  my  Lady  here  Ibme  time  this  fum- 
**  mer,  when,  as  I  underftand,  there  will  be  a  gene- 
*^  ral  revocation  of  all  our  Embafladors.  But  thofe, 
f^  thft  lead  the  way  to  your  return,  will,  I  aflure 

l^  IbidL  p.  79. 
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you,  in  rcpeft  of  your  Lordfhip,  be  lefs  weloome 
unto  me,  though  for  one  of  them  [Sir  Ralph  Win- 
wood]  I  preifume  I  have  good  place  in  his  friend- 
fhip  i  for  I  have  no  reaion  to  ekpe£b  he  Ihould 
^^  prove  other  to  me  than  to  your  Lordlhip,  widi 
*^  whom  there  was  the  fame,  ^  if  not  flxifter  ohligft^ 
^^  tion.  I  muft  confefs,  upoir  the  firft  letter,  it  iunk 
not  fo  deep  into  me^  conceiving,  that,  as  vkUu 
fapt  laditur  pieUs^  fo  it  might  be  but  his  nu^flxr- 
rial  gravity,  and  fuperdlious  look,  that  had  fo  tnueh 
dtftailed  you.  But,  finding  by  dilcourle  with  Mr. 
*^  TrumbuU^  how  you  were  handled  betwixt  them 
[Sir  Richard  Spencer  add  Sir  Ralph  Wifmood\  I 
can  as  hardly  excufe  him  of  fal(hood  in  friendfliipv 
as  the  other  of  folly.  The  beft  I  can  now  make 
of  it  is  a  fear,  that  might  poflefs  them,  left  you 
Hiould  thruft  your  fickle  into  their  harveft,  which 
fince,  I  hear,  they  have  plentifully  reaped.  YcC 
again,  I  fee  not  how  their  jealoufy  (hould  fo  bKnd 
them,  as  not  to  fee  you  would  not  meddle  in  their 
charge,  unlefs  you  had  commiffion  from  hence  ; 
^'  or,  if  you  had  commlflion,  they  could  not  hinder 
**  you.  .  Well,  Sir,  if  he  expe£t  to  be  created  Car^ 
*^  dinal  for  this  fervice,  he  may  well  be  deceived  \  for 
*'  I  fee  no  better  benefice  for  him  at  his  return,  than 
to  ferve  as  a  clerk  ;  which  how  well  he  will  digeft 
after  thefe  great  employments,  your  Lordfliip 
may  judge,  who  knows  the  place  well  by  former 
•*  experience. 

"  The  King  is,  at  this  prefent,  at  T'l&^^nATs ;  but 
*'  looked  for  quickly  here  in  town,  having  now  in 
^^  hand  the  tranflation  of  his  book  into  lMin\  where^ 
in  he  ufeth  Sir  Henry  Savile,  with  fome  others  i 
and  it  will  be  yet  a  fcM-tnight's  work.  Mean  time 
the  Ef^lijb  Book  will  come  forth  again,  well  pmg- 
"  cd  of  fome  overfights.**  King  James  L'^sbook^ 
mentioned  in  this  letter,  was  ]m  Apology  for  the  oath 
of  allegiance^  which  was  printed  in  1609  in  London  in 
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j^to.  and  in  LMin  the  fame  year  in  4to.  under  the 
dde  of  Apologia  pro  juramento  fideUtatis^  framiff4 
fr^fatiove  fnoniiorid.  Cardinal  Bellarmn^  under  the 
name  of  Matthew  Tortus^  publifhed  an  anfwer  to 
this  j^ology ;  to  which  Dr.  Lancelot  Andrews^  then 
Biihop  di  Cbichefier^  and  afterwards  of  Wincbefiet^ 
wrote  a  reply  under  the  title  of,  ^ortura  Torti ;  Jive 
ad  Mattb^ei  Torti  librum  refponfioy  qui  nuper  editus 
contra  Apologiam  fereniffimi  potentiffimique  Principis 
JacoH^  Dei  gratia^  Magn^  Britannia^  Francide^  ^ 
Hibernia  Regis  ^  pro  juramento  fidelitatis :  piinted  at 
Loadm^  1609)  in  4to.  Sir  He9try  Saviltj  Provdl  of 
Eton  CoU^e,  and  afterwards  founder  oiT  the  two 
profcflbrfhips  of  Aftronomy  and  Mathematics  at  O^- 
ford^  who  affifted  the  King  in  the  tranflation  of  hh 
Afpology^  was  likewife  engaged  now  in  the  edition  Of 
St.  Cbryfoftom^s  works  in  Greek  ;  for  which  purpolfc 
Sir  Ralpb  fi^inwood  wrote,  by  his  defire,  to  Sir  Tbef^ 
mas  Edmondes  from  the  Hague^  on  the  7th  of  Maf 
%6oSyO.S.  (e\  to  intreat  the  favour  of  him,  that 
Mr.  Sanford  (who  was  Sir  Tbomas's  Chaplain,  as  h6 
was  afterwards  to  Sir  John  Digby^  EmbafSdor  in 
Spain^  and  to  Archbiihop  (f)  Abbot),  might  go  tb 
Antwerp,  to  treat  with  Moret  tbe  printer  about  cer- 
tain Greek  cbaraSters,  whereof  befiaU  have  nfe  for 
tbe  printing  of  Ghryfoftom'j  works^^  which  long  be 
bath  bad  in  hand.  This  edition,  which  coil  Sir  Hen- 
ry Sovile  above  eight  thou&nd  pounds  {g\  was  print- 
cxi  at  Eton  College  in  1 6 1 3,  in  a  moft  l^utifui  man- 
ner, in  dght  volumes  in  fol.  and  was  the  nioft  mag- 
nificent workt  which  our  nadon  had  till  then  pro- 
duced. 

After  the  truce  had  been  ratified  by  the  Arch- 
ddies,  and  the  States  Genend,  and  the  ratification^ 
incerchangeably  delivered  on  the  3d  of  April  1609, 

{/)  IbicL  Vol.  V.  (f)  ITooJ,  Athcn.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  col. 

54^^541*  2d  edit.        .   \g)  Id.  ^1.467. 
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3  oo      Plev>  of  the  Negotiations  between 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  fcnt  Sir  Ralph  fVinwood  an  ac- 
count, on  the  1 5th  of  that  month  (A),  of  die  mice's 
having  been  proclaimed  in  Brujfels  with  the  like  {o^ 
lemnities  as  it  was  before  at  Antwerp ;  "  but  nothing* 
**  fays  he  J  with  the  like  applaufe  of  the  people  5  for 
**  that  the  harveft  of  thefe  men,  which  was  chiefly 
^*  maintained  by  the  greatnefe  of  our  Court,  and  in 
"  the  concourfe  of  the  men  of  war,  will  be  now 
much  decayed.  We  undetftand  aifo,  that  thofe 
of  Antwerp  60  already  begin  to  repine,  in  that 
they  are  like  to  be  fo  long  debarred  of  the  benefit 
•*  of  the  free  trade  by  the  river y  whereof  they  look- 
•*  ed  to  have  been  prefently' put  in  pofleflion.  Thefe 
**  Princes  are  exceedingly  joyed  with  the  concIuGon 
of  the  truce  ^  and  it  is  faid,  that  they  will  now 
fjpend  moft  of  their  time  abroad  in  their  houfes  of 
pleafure,  to  recompcnfe  themfelves  for  their  former 
unhappy  life.  There  hath  run  a  flanderous  report^ 
*•  both  in  this  town  and  Antwerp^  that  great  fums  of 
•*  money  were  bt:ftowed  on  you  the  commiflioners  ; 
for  that  the  day  before  your  departure  from  Ant* 
werp  there  was  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns  paid 
by  the  Pagddo  to  the  Marquis  Spinola^  and  much 
given  to  turn  the  fame  into  gold.  But  Monfr.  de 
Bernyj  and  myfelf,  have  made  it  known  generally, 
that  you  refufed  to  accept  of  the  fame  preients, 
•*  as  we  were  well  informed,  that  you  had  done.  And 
**  fith  you  will  have  me  believe,  that  you  are  igno- 
^'  rant  what  fum  was  intended  to  each  of  you,  as 
your  letter,  which  I  received  this  afternoon  by 
Mr,  Matthew  Fludd  doth  import,  I  will  tell  you^ 
that  I  know  there  was  affigned  two  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  for  each  of  you  four  Commiflion- 
ers J  which  feeing  you  refufed  to  accept  in  mo- 
ney, there  is  new  plate  providing  for  you  at  Ani^ 
•«  werp  to  that  value.     The  great  pains,  which  you 

{b)  fFifrtuood*s  Memorials,  Vol.  III.  p.  x6. 
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*♦  have  taken,  have  well  dcferved  both  that  acknow- 
**  ledgmcnt,  and  what  you  arc  likewifc  ocherwife  to 
•*  receive.  I  am  in  the  fame  expeftation,  that  you 
«*  are,    to  receive  anfwer  Ihortly  out  of  England 


cc 


conc^nmg  my  revocation 


Sir  Henry  Wot  ton:,  on  the  firft  of  Aftfy  1609,  N.  S. 
wtoCe  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  from  Venice  (/\),  that  a ' 
Frier  had  been,  as  it  was  iaid,.  ftcretly  drowned  that 
week,  for  praftiling  the  death  0/  Father  PauL 

It  now  bdng  determined  to  recall  Sir  Thomas  Ed- 
mondes from  his  EmbaiTy  at  BruffelSy  the  King  fent 
bim  ovdr  a  letter  to  the  Archdukes,  dated  the  5th  of 
June  i6o^y  for  his  revocation  f*^ ;  which  the  Eart 
of  SaUJbury^  in  a  letter  from  the  Court  at  Greenwich 
of  the  9th  of  that  month  (l)^  told  him  he  might  ufe 
at  his  beft  time. 

He  hlul  been  defigned  in  the  beginning  of  the' 
year  1608  to  fiacceed  Sir  George  Carew^  as  Embaf- 
fador  in  France  *,  and  Monfr.  de  Puifieux^  in  a  letter 
from  Paris  to  Monfr.  de  la  Boderie^  the  French  Em- 
faaflador  in  England  {m)^  takes  notice,  that  their  Court 
would  get  nothing  by  the  exchange  of  Embaffadors, 
fince  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  underftood  them  too  well ; 
car  il  eft  trop  ffavant  parmi  nous.     *'  If  he  fhould' 

be  fent,  adds  Monfr.  de  Puifieux^  it  is  only  with  a 

defign  to  make  a  fuller  difcovery  of  our  affairs. 

We  cannot,  nor  ought  to  oppofe  openly  the  ap- 
"  pointment  of  him-,  but  whoever  can  underhand 
"  divert  this  ftroke  [detourner  ce  couple  would,  in 
*?  my  of^nion,  do  a  good  fervice/* 

This  employment  being  now  accepted  by  Sir  Tho- 
masj  Mr.  Dudiey  Carleton  wrote  to  him,  upon  that 
occafion».  the  following  letter  from  London  the  8  th  of 

•  (/J  Sir  Thomas  Edmondt^z  MS.  State- Papers,  Vol,  VI.  p.  9j. 
(^)  Ibid,  p.  149.         (/)  Ibid.  p.  183.  («r)  Lettres  d'Hcn-< 

ry  IV  Roi  de  France,^  de  MelT.  de  Villeroy  &  de  Puifieux,  a 
Monfr.  Antoine  le  Fevre  de  la  Bodehe,  Lettsc  LXI.  Vol.  I. 
p.  25 1,  252.     See  likewife  p.  247. 

June 


3  02       iP/Vta  of  the  Ncgotia  t  ions  between 

June  i6o^(n) :  ^'  Tbe  rdbliicion  your  Lordflup 
**  hath  taken  to  undergp  the  French  employment  J  am 
*<  heartily  elad  of,  it  being,  in  all  appearance,  the  beft 
*^  and  moft  afiured  courfe  pf  brin^og  you,  in  tho 
<'  end,  to  a  fetded  fortune,  and  no  hindrance,  m 
«^  the  mean  time,  to  any  thing  you  may  expedfc  in 
^  rccoippeoce  of  your  former  fervices ;  nay,  rather, 
^^  in  my  poor  opinioa,  your  ready  aifeiidiig  to  chia 
offer  of  our  great  I^rd  [SaUJbwry\  (who  will  no^ 
as  you  know,  have  his  favours  rcjefted)  is  die 
*^  read'teft  way  ta  win  him  more  unto  you,  and  ta 
**  further  your  preteofions^  which.  I  heartily  wj/h 
*^  may  fucceed  tp  your  full  contentmenL  And  I 
^^  would  be  glad  I  could  fend  your  Lordlhtp  confir* 
^^  matipn  of  what  you  write  touching  myfeUf^  wluch 
**  would,  I  doubt  not,  content  you  the  more,  to  fee 
*^  your  {Heads  in  a  good  way  with  you.  But  I  have 
^*  not  yet  recaved  any  the  leaft  fignification  of  fuch 
**  intentioa ;  which  makes  me  believei  that,  in  the 
*'  fecret  council,  the  matter  is.  otherwife  refcdved ; 
^^  elfc  would  not  good  news  be  fo  long  concealed. 
**  Howfecver,  the  worft  is  provided  kx  5  and  the 
««  failing  of  a  better  fortune  fhall  not  hinder  me, 
<<  God  willing,  from  enjoying  my  contoicment  in  a 
*^  m6Bier ;  which  though  (God  knows)  it  be  poor 
and  penurious,  and,  in  the  eftiaiate  of  the  world, 
ut  nunc  funt  btmnms^  fcarce  enough  to  keep  me 
*^  in  credit ;  yet  it  being  fufficieot,  pra  meis  moribus^ 
«^  to  bring  the  year  about,  I  fhall  not  defesur  of 
*'  maintaining  my  reputation  with  my  neateft  niends, 
**  with  whofe  gpod  conceit  I  am  more  afieAed  than 
^^  with  vulgar  opinion.  Your  conftaot  and  careful 
!^*  regard  of  me,  I  aflure  your  Lordfhip,,  is  00  fmall 
*'  comfort  unto  me. 

I  hear  Sir  Ralph  Winwood  aims  at  a  Mafterfhip 
of  Requefts  to  be  added,  at  his  return,  to  his  place 
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(«}  Sir  Tbm^is  Edmtmdei\  MS.  State-Papen,  Vot  VI.  p.  179. 
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*»  in  the  Council-chamber,  which  alone  of  itfelf  he 
^<  accQunts  too  great  a  fall  frop  his  high  pitch  of  em* 
•*  ployments. 

«*  1  and  my  poor  family  arc  fi^ft  here  (God  help 
«  usl )  my  wife  being  in  the  ftraw,and  a  little  hofpi- 
*f  tal-boy  by  her  a  fprtnight  old,  which  came  fo 
••*  much  fooiier  than  fhe  looked ;  elfe  had  J  been  now 
•5  at  JVefiminfter^  where  Sir  Thomas  Smith  h^d  very 
•*  fricqdly  lent  me  his  houfe  for  this  gofliping  bufi- 
**  nels,  which  ftands  in  better  air,  and  more  out  of 
*^  harm's  way,  than  mine  own."  Mr.  CarUton  had 
been  n^arried,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1607,  to 
a  niece  of  Sir  Maurice  Cary^  with  whom  they  lived 
for  fomc  time  in  Chancery-lane  (<?),  and  afterwards  in 
Link  St.  Bartholomew's  near  tFefi-Smithfieli  (p). 
He  h|d  been  long  in  expeAation  of  preferment,  but 
yet  without  fucceis,  though  he  had,  as  he  fays  him- 
&]I(f)9  done  his  befi  endeavour  to  fet  bimfelf  forward 
in  the  worlds  as  far  as  in  modejly  and  good  manners 
I  might :  BuJi  nqn  eft  volentis,  neque  currenusi ;  aU 
dcp^ds  upon,  the  will  of  the  Lord.  And  more  I  can- 
not now  doj  than^  having  mifde  my  defires  known^  to 
k^ep  mfslf  injighty  that  I  may  not  flip  cut  of  mind  i 
4tfd^  for  this  purpofij  I  have  fhaken  bands  with  the 
ciotmtryiy  and  am  here  fettled  n  hurgefs  in  Little  St.  Bar- 
tMwpewV. 

There  being  ftill  fome  apprehenfions  from  the 
EngUfb  and  Irifi  ttaitors  aiyl  fugitives^  and  the  coun- 
tenaince,  which  they  received  from  Spain^  and  eipe- 
cially  of  a  defcent  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone  in  Ireland^ 
the  £arl  of  Salffbury  wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes 
from  fVhitehall^  July  25th  1609  (r):  ''  His  Ma- 
*'  jefty  agreeth  with  you,  that,  by  the  concurring 

(0)  Mr.  Dudley  Carliton  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes ^  1 3th  Jamuary. 
1607-8.  Jbid.  Vol.  IV.  (p)  Mr.  Carletqn  to  Sir  Ralph 

Witrwood,  7th  Jpril  1609.     Wimxioott^  Memorials,  Vol.  III. 
p.  6.  (q)  Ibid.  (r)  Sir  Th9.  Edmondes'%  MS.  Statc- 

?apers»  Vol.  VI.  p.  277. 
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3  04      FiW  ^  the  Ncg6tiations  between 

of  things,  there  is  likelihood,  that  there  is  {cMi€ 
pradice  in  motion  ;  but  fo  far  only  probable  yet, 
^^  as  men  may  conclude,  that  known  traitors  and 
•*  fugitives  will  leave  no  means  uftattempted  to  (hew 
^  their  inveterate  malice,  and  alfo  will  pretend* 
**  greater  forwardnefs  in  their  defigns  (thereby  to' 
"  value  and  countenance  themfelves  towards  theii* 
**  party)  than  there  is  caufe.  But  that  this  enter- 
prize  Ihould  be  direftly  carried  on  by  open  force 
from  Spain^  as  his  Majefty  thinketh  not,  that  the 
Spanijh  King's  affairs  are  in  fuch  ftate  as  to  bear 
it ;  fo,  for  any  indireft  means,  either  by  the  co- 
louring the  fending  any  numbers  of  men,  under 
the  name  of  the  Pope  or  Church,  there  is  no 
^*  Prince  fo  fimple  as  to  think,  that  his  Majefty  will, 
any  whit  the  lefs,  impute  the  injury  to  them^from 
whofe  territories  the  preparation  either  moveth 
firft,  or  any  fupply  after,  howfoever  the  aftion 
•♦  may  be  formally  difavowed.  So  as  I  muft  ftill 
*'  conclude,  that,  when  that  adtion  doth  ftiew  itfelf, 
*'  the  King  of  Spain  will  expeft  to  receive  that  mea- 
*'  fure  from  his  Majefty,  which  fo  notorious  a  breach 
*'  deferveth ;  fuch  covers  and  pretexts  ferving  al- 
•*  ways  for  thofe  Princes,  who  know  their  enemies,' 
**  and  dare  not  avow  the  knowledge  of  fome  fecond 
*'  end  or  advantage.  And  therefore,  feeing  Tyrone's 
•'  return  into  Ireland  muft  either  be  with  fome  fo- 
**  reign  power,  or  with  fome  few  Irijb  fugitives . . . 
•*  this  is  the  bcft  ufe,  that  can  be  prefently  made  of 
**  this  advertifement ;  firft,  to  continue  vigilant,  how 
^^  things  do  move  on  all  fides :  next,  to  take  care 
"  for  money  and  victuals  in  that  kbgdom,  provi- 
«*  fionally,  againft  fuch  an  accident,  as  the  defcent  of 
**  Tyrone^  with  fome  ftragglers,  may  prove ;  and 
•'  prefently  to  take  orcafion  to  fpcak  to  the  Arch- 
*'  duke  of  it,  to  fee  what  anfwer  he  would  make 
**  upon  the  fudden,  winch  his  Majefty  thinketh  you 
may  convenieody  do,  before  your  departure,  as  (rata 
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*•  yourfclf.     Firft,  by  letting  him  know  what  ydu 
•*  hear:  next,  by  laying  before  him,  howimpcKTible 
**  it  h  for  fuch  an  aAion  to  receive  any  other  cenfure 
**  of  a  wife  King,  when  he  fhall  fee  any  troops  tranf-' 
*•  ported  from  Spain  or  Dunkirk^  under  whole  name 
••  or  banner  focver  it  be  covered,  than  for  a  breach 
•'  of  amity  5  yea,  tho*  it  be  but  by  fufferihg  them 
^*  to  ufe  the  vcffels  or  afliftancc  of  any  of  his  fub- 
je£b.     This  you  may  let  fall  as  of  yourielf,  with-* 
out  intimating)  that  you  have  given  any  advertife-^ 
^*  ment  of  it  hither ;  becaufe  it  is  not  fuch,as  may  be 
worthy  the  alteration  of  any  of  his  Majefty*s  main 
*^  courfes,  further  than  to  prepare  his  thoughts,  and 
yet  convenient  to  be  told  him,  that  they  may  fee 
they  cannot  walk  unobferved* 
It  hath  been  al(b  ftrange  to  me  to  underftand, 
*'  that  the  Baron  of  Hoboque  doth  pretend  to  have 
**  fomc  Commiffion  from  hence>  to  deal  with  the 
^f arquis  Spinola  about  the  breaking  of  the  Irijh 
regiment,  though  his  Majefty  might  have  jufl: 
'^^  caufe  to  obferve   it  as  an  argument  of  no  great 
amity*     For  I  do  eafily  believe,  that,  by  the  co^ 
lour  of  difmilling  of  that  regiment  upon  this  con^- 
junfture,  all  this  intention  may  be  covered  and  ex* 
"  ecuted ;  fo  as  I  fliould  think,  that  this  may  now  be 
done  of  purpofe  to  licentiate  them  to  pafs  into 
Ireland  to  fupport  the  party*     And  therefore  you 
fliall  do  well  in  that  kind,  to  hinder  any  fuch  mat^ 
ter,  rather  than  approve  it ;  for  they,  cannot  be 
better  than  where  they  are,  though  you  need  not 
fay  fo,  as  if  yon  had  any  fuch  dired^ion  ;  for  that 
were  to  ^ove  him  to  do  it,  or  by  not  doing  what 
chey  intend  not,  to  value  it  as  an  obligation. 

But  for  the  powder-men,  it  is  true,  hi$  Majefty 
had  fome  fpeeches  with  the  Baron  for  removing  of 
**  them^  at  leaft  from  the  face  and  proteAion  of  his 
♦*  Couit,  which  you  may  ftill  expoftulate.  I  do  con- 
••  fcls,  that  I  have  .been  the  marc  jealous  of  the 

X  «  break- 
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*^  breaking  of  this  Regiment,  bccaufc  I  hear  the' 
**^  Marquis  Spinola  is  very  forward  for  it." 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  was,  in  the  latter  end  erf"  Au-^ 
guji  1609,  ready  to  leave  Brujfelsy  and  return  to  Eng-^ 
land  \  and  his  laft  letter  from  thence  to  the  Earl  of 
Sdijbury  was  dated  on  the  26th  of  that  month,  and 
was  as  follows  (j) :  "  My  departure  from  hence  hath 
**  been  deferred  longer  than  I  expefted,  by  reafonof 
*^  the  abfence  of  the  Prefident  Richardot ;  the  Arch- 
*'  duke  enti^eating  me  to  fu(^nd  my  going  till  his' 
'•  return ;   which,  when  he'  hourly  exped€d,tbere 
^*  came  news   hither,    that  he  was  fallen  (ick  at 
**  Arras  of  a  fever,  by  the  wearifomenefs  of  his  jour- 
•*  ney  in  one  of  his  age ;  y«  there  was  not  at  the" 
*'  firft  that  deep  apprehenfion  uken  thereof.     But 
**  the  next  news,  which  the  Archduke  received,  which 
**  were  brought  him  yeftemight,  have  been  of  his 
*♦  death',  with  the  which  accident  they  are  very  much 
"  troubled  \  for  that,  he  having  been  folely  ufcd  in 
the  managing  of  all  the  great  affairs  of  this  Sutc, 
they  feem  to  be  reduced  to  a  great  exigcfnt  by  the 
^  fuddcn  lofs  of  him  •,   and  efpecially  in  this  con- 
junfture  of  their  occafions,  wherein  their  affairs 
remain  as  yet  altogether  unfetded.   And  the  want 
of  fo  able  and  neceflary  a  Minifter  doth  the  more 
^  trouble  them,  becaufe  this  State  doth  at  this  time 
**  afford  very  little  choice  ot  other  fuffident  per- 
**  fons  to  employ  in  his  place.     Howbeit,  he  hath 
*'  not  been  fo  happy,  as  to  leave  the  world  fo  well 
*<  fatisfied  of  his  own  particular,  m'any  taking  the 
*^  liberty  now  to  fpeak  with  gr^t  freedom  of  him. 
*'  I  hope  to-morrow  to  take  myneave  of  thcfe  Prin- 
**  ces,  and,  two  days  after,  to  begin  my  journey." 
The  Prefident  was  a  native  of  Burgundy^  and  owed 
the  rife  of  his  fortune  to  the  Bifhop  of  Arras.     He 
was  of  great  abilities,  and  had  done  very  important 

if)  Ibid.  p.  327. 
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trViccS)  in  the  reduftion  of  many  cities  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  King  of  Spaing  while  the  Prince  of 
Parmdy  and  others,  commanded  the  Low  Countries  -, 
and  was  employed  in  the  fcveral  negotiations  for  peace 
at  Vervins^  in  England^  and  at  the  Hague.  He  was 
fent,  in  Attguft  this  year,  into  France^  about  the  dilputed 
fucccflion  of  Juliers  and  Cleves ;  and,  in  his  return, 
died  at  Arras ^  on  the  25th  of  Auguft  1609,  ^^ 
about  feventy  years.  He  had  feveral  children,  one 
of  whom  was  Bifliop  of  Arras^  and  afterwards  A  rch- 
Kfhop  of  Cam^ay  (t). 

Sit  Ralph  Winwoodj  who  returned  to  England  in 
June  or  July  this  year  was  fent  back  to  Holland^  in  the 
chara6ker  of  Enibaflador,  about  the  middle  of  Auguft 
{v) ;  and,while  he  was  in  England^  Mr.  Dudley  Carle- 
ton  conceived  a  better  opinbn  of  him,  than  he  hafl  dif- 
covered  in  his  former  letters  to  Sir  "Thomas  Edmondes ; 
for,  in  one  to  that  Gentleman  from  London^  of 
the  6th  of  Auguft  1609,  he  writes  thus  {w) :  "  Your 
"  neighbour,  with  the  free  States,  is  going  back  well 
"  fatisfied  with  his  treatment  here,  as  he  hath 
*'  good  caufe.  For  titles  of  honour,  and  for  mat* 
*^  ters  of  profit,  he  was  well  before-hand,  and  the 
*•  reft  he  is  like  to  make  up  where  he  goes.  I  do 
**  affure  your  Lordfliip,  he  hath  as  much  deceived 
**  mie,  fince  his  coming  home,  as  he  did  you  at  your 
kft  meeting  •,  for,  whereas  his  carriage  towards 
you  gave  me  caufe  to  ex!pe6t  no  great  friendly  or 
**  real  dealing,  being  alike  interefted  with  him,he  hath 
thus  far  deceiyed  my  expeftation  ;  as,'firfl:,  when 
there  was  queftion  of  his  ftay  or  return,  to  feck 
•*  to  Iea!Ve  me  his  fucccflbr  in  the  Low  Countries^  in 

(t)  Meteren,  L.  xxxi.  fol,  673.  {nf)  Winivood*s  Me- 

morials, Vol,  III   p.  57,  58.  62,  63.  (<w)  Sir  Thmai  Ed- 

mmdes^s  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  VI.  p.  303, 
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♦*  cafe  his  fervice  Ihould  have  been  employed   here : 
*'  Then,  when  his  return  was  refolved,  to  eftablifli 
me  in  his  place  in  the  Council-chamber,  for  which 
he  moved  my  Lord  himfelf :  and  though  it  took 
not  place,  I  am  not  to  meafure  the  matter  by  the 
^    *'  event.     Now,  laftly,  at  his  leave-taking,  he  took 
^     *'  occafion  to  remember  me  again  to  my  Lord,  which 
was  taken  in  good  part  ;^  and  this  comfort  ^ven 
me  from  bis  Lordfliip,  that  I  fliould  find  the  dif* 
**  ferencc  to  be  great  betwixt  flow  doing  and  not  do- 
"  ing  at  all.     We  have  had   many  times  (peedi 
touching  your  Lordlhip,  wherein   he  ftiU  gave 
you  your  due,  without  any  the  leall  diminudon  in 
the  world  to  your  credit  and  reputation  ;  only  he 
complained,    that  you  were   riot  fo  well  fetif- 
*^  fied  in  him.     I  took  no  knowledge  at  any  time  of 
'^  any  matter  betwixt  you ;  and  he  was  as  fparing  to 
*'  acquaint  me  with  it.     But  his  coUcgue  [Sir  jRi- 
cbard  Spencer]^  drunk,  as  it  leemed,  with  lus  good 
fortune,  at  our  very  firft  meeting  daflied  up  to  the 
ears  into  the  matter,  and  f^d  enough  to  make 
**  me  plainly  perceive  it  was  only  a  mechanical  jea- 
"  loufy,  of  having  a  new  (barer  in  their  profit,  that 
**  made  them  give  you  that  harfh  entertainment.** 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  departed  from  Bruffels^  and 
returned  to  England  about  the  end  of  Auguft  or  be- 
^nning  of  September  1609,  leaving  at  ^ri^i[f  his 
Secretary  Mr.  Wt^lliam  Trumbull^  who  was  afterwards 
Envoy  to  that  Court  for  fifteen  years  ;  and  diicharg- 
ed  that  poft  with  great  abilities  and  integrity,  and  a 
thorougn  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  liis  country,  and 
of  the  Proteflant  religion  {a)  %  though  he  met  with 
no  other  reward  for  his  long  fervices,  than  the  place 

(a)  Dr.  Qeddes\  Coancil  of  ^rent  plainly  difcovered  not  to 
have  been  a  free  aiTembly^  by  a  colledion  oi  letters  and  pa- 
pers of  the  learned  l^t.  Fitrgas.    Introdu^.  p.  8o»  8 1 . 
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of  Clerk  of  the  Council,  in  which  he  died  at  London 
in  September  1635  *. 

Monfr.  de  Boderie^  who  had  been  En^baffador 
from  France  in  England  from  the  year  1 606,  return- 
ed to  France  about  Juhf  1609  C^)-  ^"^  i"  January 
i6o9-io»  when  Henry  IV,  was  preparing  to  enter 
upon  the  execution  of  the  great  defign,  of  humbling 
the  houfe  oiAuftria^  and  marching  into  the  Duchy 
of  CleveSj  upon  occafion  of  the  Emperor's  having 
ieized  JulierSj  while  the  Eledor  of  Brandenburgb^  a 
Froteftant,  and  the  Duke  of  Newbnrg^  a  Papift, 
were  dilputing  the  fucceffion  of  the  laft  Duke  of 
CleveSy  that  King  fent  Monfr.  de  la  Boderie  a  fecond 
time  Embaflador  to  Englandj  in  order  to  engage 
King  James  I.  in  a  league  ofFenfive  and  defenfive. 
His  fbn-in-law,  Monfr.  Arnaud  (TAndilly^  informs  us 
{c\  that,  upon  this  Embafiaddr's  arrival,  that  King, 
and  the  Ixml  Trcafurer  the  Earl  of  Salijbury^  being 
furprized  at  his  fo  fudden  return,  and  afking  him 
what  bufinefs  had  brought  him  back  fo  foon,  he  ac- 
quainted them  with  it,  at  which  they  were  ftill  more 
£]rprized.  But  that  his  manner  of  ading  was  fo  full 
of  prudence  and  addrefi^  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
fincere  and  agreeable  to  the  King  and  his  Minifter, 
that  a  treaty  of  that  great  importance  and  difficuky 
was  concluded  in  three  days,  and  the  Embaflador 
immediately  difpatched  to  his  Maftcr  a  courier  with 
the  good  news,  who  found  that  King  dead,  and  the 
Kingdom  overwhelmed  with  grief  for  one  of  the 
greateft  loflfes,  which  it  had  ever  fuftained.  But  this 
account  is  abfolutely  irreconcilable  with  the  letters  of 
that  King,  and  his  Secretaries  Villeroy  and  Putfieux^  to 
Monfr.  de  la  Boderie^  who,  as  it  appears  from  them 

•  Letters  and  difpatches  of  Thomas  Earl  Strstfforde^  Vol.  I. 
p.  467.  (h)  Lettres  d'Henry  IV.  Roi  de  France,  6c  de 

^\e^.  de  Villeroy  &  de  Puiiieax,  i.  Monfr.  Antoine  le  Fevre  de  la 
Roderie,  Tom.  II  p.  72.  M)  Mcmoires  de  Mcff.  Robert 

Ainaad  d'Andilly,  Part.  I.  p.  96. 97. 
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(d)j  arrived  m  England  before  the  end  of  yanuafy 
1609-10,  and  Henry  IV.  was  not  killed  till  the  4  th 
of  May  following,  0.  5-  and  confequcntly  that  Em- 
baffador  could  not  have  concluded  a  treaty  with  King 
James  in  ibree  days  time ;  and  that  King  himfelf,  ia 
his  letter  from  PariSj  of  the  25th  of  Jpril  1610, 
JNT.  S.  (e)^  only  direfts  him  to  conclude  a  drfen^ve 
league^  and  not  an  ofenjhi  one  likewife,  as  Monfr. 
Arnaud  ffAndilly  a&rts.     Mr.  BeauUiU^  who  was 
Secretary  to  Six  Thomas  Edmondes^^  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Trumbull  from  London^  of  the  a  6th  of  April  1610 
(/;,  mentions,  that  the  EngUJb  Miniftcrs  were  then 
beginnitfg  of  a  great  treaty  with  Monfr.  de  la  Boderie  ; 
and  that  the  Lords  were  preparing  to  enter  into  cofH 
ference  with  biniy  for  the  which  the  commiffi^n  is  al- 
ready figned  by  the  King^  wherein  are  comprehended 
the  LordTreafurer^  the  Lord  Admiral,  the  Lord  Pri- 
vy Sealy .  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Earls  of  Shrewf- 
bury  and  Worccfter,  the  Lord  of  Kinloffe,  Sir  Julius 
Caefar,  and  Sir  Thomas  Parry    (who  in  confcienco 
will  make  too  firong  a  party  againfi  one  man  alone)y 
befides  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes,  Sir  George  Carew, 
\md  Mr.  LevinusC^j,  who  are  named  to  be  ajfijtants^ 
and  to  wait  in  the  conference,  as  my  Lord(h)  did  in 
the  Spanilh  treaty.     By  the  choice  aid  number  4>f  the 
Commijfioners  you  may  judge,  that  the  matter  is  of  im^ 
portance  \  and  as  it  is  fo  great,  fo  I  do  fuppdfe  and 
fear  it  will  befomewhat  long  in  the  handlings  whereby 
our  [Sir  Thomas  EdmondesV]  departure  into  France 
will  be  protracted.  Mr.  Beaulieu,  in  another  letter  of 
the  2d  of  May(i)  obfcrves,  that  Sir  Thomas  Ed- 
mondes  was,  at  this  time,  fo  much  employed  in  the 
conferences  with  the  Embaffadors  of  France,  Get-- 

(iTj  Lcttrca  d'HcnxylV.  &c.  a  Monfr.  leFevrc  dela  Boderie^ 
Vol.  II.  p.  76,  77.  (ej  Ibid.  p.  141.  f/)  ff^in^tnuTs 

MemoriaJs,  VoMIL  p.  152,  (g)  Secretary  to  the  Lord 

Treafurer.         {h)  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes.  (i)  Witrwood^^ 

Memorials,  Vol.  III.  p.  1  Jj.  * 

many^ 
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jM9ij^  and  die  States^  diat  be  was  prevented  from 
attending  in  the  Farlianoent,  which  was  then  engaged 
in  a.very  important  affair,  that  of  tre^dng  with  the 
King  for  the  purchafe  of  the  wardfhips  and  tenures 
in  capite  of  the  Crown :  But  that  great  acquifidon  to 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjed  was  not  eflfe&ed  rill  the 
Reftoration. 

At  the  fame  dtne  Sir  ^omas  bad  orders  to  write 
to  the  Archduke,  in  behalf  of  the  States,  and  at  their 
requeft,  for  the  redreis  of  fome  points,  which  they 
complained  not  to  have  been  obferved  by  him  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty  of  truce,  of  which  the  King 
had  made  himielf  both  the  mediator  and  furety ;  the 
chief  of  which  points  were  concerning  the  trade  and 
limits  about  T^ente*^  iome  impofidons  unlawfully 
raifed  by  the  Archduke ;  and  the  arrearages  of  rents 
due  to  the  States  from  the  rime  of  Charles  V.  and 
Pmp  II  (k). 

While  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  was  expeding  to  go 
Embaflador  to  Henry  IV,  in  the  room  of  Sir  George 
Carew^^ho  returned  from  France  in  OSober  1 609  (/), 
an  account  was  brought  to  England  of  the  afiaffina- 
don  of  that  King  in  his  qwn  coach  in  the  ftreets  of 
PariSf  X>n  the  4th  of  Mayy  by  Francis  RavaillaCj 
who  had  been  fome  time  a  Feuillant  Friar^and  is  ge* 
nerally  confidered  as  having  engaged  in  fo  horrible 
an  a£b  from  a  fpirit  of  enthufiafm,  and  bigotry  to 
the  Church  of  Rome^  to  which  he  thought  Henry  IV. 
not  zealoudy  enough  attached.  The  Queen  herfelf 
was  likewife  faxed  for  fo  /light  a  mourni/ig,  as  Jbe 
fiewed  for  the  death  of  her,  husband  \  which  raifed  a 
fufficion^  that  fhe  was  privy  to  the  plot ;  or^  rather^ 
becaufefhe  knew  of  a  forewarning  from  a  fecret  hand^ 
what  would  happen  *• 

[k)  Ibid.  p.  154.  (/)  S]x  Thomas  Edmondes  to  Sir  Ralph 

WitPwood^  London  4th  OSlober  1609.      Ibid.  p.  78.  *  Mr.  Sa- 

mutl  Cahuert  to  Mr.  TrufniuJJy  London  loth  Jtrne   1601.     ^i«- 
^uflAfs  Memorials,  Vol.  III.  p.'iSi. 
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To  this  purpofe  I  (hall  infert  a  remark,  which  I 
tranfcribed  from  the  original  memorandums  occafio- 
nally  noted  down  by  Robert  Sidney  the  fecond  Earl 
of  LeicefteTj  who  was  Embaflador  irt  France  from 
the  year  i6?6  to  1641.  "  Monfr,  de  Bouillon j  (ays 
•*  he,  at  Paris  in  1636,  and  I,  diicourfing  of  many 
•*  things  of  the  King  Henry  IV,  and  his  death,  I 
*«  faid,  I  thought  that  blow  came  out  of  Spain.  He 
^^  faid,  he  Micvcd  ibe  Spdnmds  bad  no  more  band  in 
it  than  you  or  I.  Tbat  came  fome  otber  way  (infi- 
nuatidg,  as  I  imagined,  the  Queen-mother^  zoitb 
tbe  belp  of  le  petit  Collet  (that  isj  tbe  Je&its). 
Aid  I  know  fomewbat  of  this ;  for  le  Prcfidcnt 
**  Jeannin  and  I  were  tbe  two  appointed  to  examine 
tbe  villain  Ravaillac,  and  to  take  order  for  all  tbings 
in  tbat  bujinefs :  But  be  would  confefs  nothing ;  on- 
ly we  obferved  tbis^  which  was  very  true^  that  fbo* 
^^  be  were  fol  (that  is,  in  a  manner,  mad)  in  ali 
•*  tbings  elfe\  yet^  in  defence  of  what  he  had  done^  be 
ufed  all  tbe  fubtile  arguments^  that  any  DoSor 
among Jl  the  Jefuits  could  allege^  and  would  never 
be  put  out  from  the  opinion  y  tbat  tbe  King  was  an 
Heretic  in  bis  hearty  and  fo  out  of  the  Church  ; 
and  therefore  might  lawfully^  and  ought  to  he  killed. 
It  fiems^  faid  Bouillon^  be  bad  been  taught  bis  lef-^ 
fon  welL'\ 

The  death  of  this  King  haftened  the  departure  of 
Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  for  France^  in  order  to  learn  the 
ilate  of  affairs  there ;  and,  according  as  he  (hould 
find  the  fame,  to  move  that  Court  to  purfoe  their 
dffign  of  bcRtgmgJulierSj  and  to  fupport  the  claim 
of  the  EJeftor  of  Brandenburgh  to  the  Duchy  of 
Cleves :  or,  if  the  (ituation  of  things  in  France  were 
fuch,  by  reafon  of  any  internal  divifions  or  commo- 
tions, as  they  could  not  in  that  proportion  engage 
the mfelves  5  yet  to  draw  them  to  do  as  much  as  they 
could,  both  by  continuing  of  the  Swifsj  and  the  two 
H^'giments  of  the  French^  that  were  in  the  Low 

Countries^ 
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iesj  and  by  contributing  to  fome  other  levies  j 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  fufFer  their  army  on  the  f  ron- 
cier  to  continue  on  foot,  thereby  to  divert  the  forces 
of  the  Archdukes,  whiift  the  other  confederate  forces 
might  undertake  any  attempt,  if  an  opportunity  of 
advantage  were  offered  for  the  fame.  This  was  the 
fubftance  of  Sir  ^ofnas^s  inftruftions  in  that  parti* 
cular,  befides  the  aflurance  he  was  commanded  to  ^ 
give  of  his  Majefty's  conftancy  in  the  common 
caufe  (m).  Sir  Tlnmas  accordingly  fet  upon  his  Em- 
haily,  and  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  24th  of  A%  1610^ 
the  fixth  day  after  his  departure  from  London^  being 
accompanied  by  Monfr.  de  Buwinckhaufeny  one  of 
the  Embafladors  of  the  Princes  of  Germany^  and  the 
Duke  of  Wirttmberg^  who  went  to  Paris  to  djfcover 
the  difix)fition  of  the  new  State  there,  and  to  further 
the  refolutions  for  the  fuccours  of  Cleves.  The*next 
day  after  Sir  Thomas*^  arrival,  he  was  vifited  by 
Monfr.  de  Banoeily  Mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  from 
the  young  King  and  Queen  Regent,  to  bid  him 
-welcome,  and  to  make  their  acknowledgments  to 
1^^%  James  iot  thatkmd  ofiice,  of  fending  thither 
his  EmbafTadon  Sir  Tlxmas  was  the  firft  in  the 
performance  of  his  ofiice  to  the  new  King,  for  which 
he  received  many  congratulations,  and  was  vifued 
with  great  affeftion  by  all  the  foreign  Minifters  at 
PariSy  efpedally  thofe,  who  were  profefled  friends  to 
Great  Britain^  and  defired  the  furtherance  of  the 
iuccours  to  be  lent  to  Cleves^  the  refolution  and  exe- 
cution of  which  they  declared  to  depend  chiefly  on 
him,  particularly  by  the  Venetian  and  States  Embaf- 
fadors,  the  agents  of  Geneva^  of  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefjiy  and  of  the  Prince  of  Anbalt.  Upon  IVed- 
nejdofy  the  27th  of  June^  he  had  his  audience  of 
the  Queen,  the  young  King  being  prefent  ^  and  the 

(m)  Lords  of  the  Council  to  %\r  Ralph  JVinnjuootl^  i8th  Maj 
1^10.    Wifpwood'i,  Mcmorialsy  Vol.  fll.  p.  1 65 . 
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next  day  had  a  Ipng  conference  with  Secretary  Vik 
lercy  (n)  5  of  all  which  he  gave  the  E^rl  of  Salisbury 
an  account  in  a  letter  of  the  2d  of  Jwu  {0)^  in  whicb 
he  obferved,  that  Filler oy  declared ,  **  that  there  is 
•'  not  to  be  expefted  either  expedition  or  conftancy 
^^  in  their  refolution$  here  ;  for  that  the  cooclulions, 
which  they  have  takei>  in  the  morning  are  fubjcd: 
to  be  renverfed  or  changed  in  the  afternoon :  And 
he  profefleth,    for  his  own  difchjiTge,    that  he 
knoweth  not  how,  in  this  their  diltradion^  to  re- 
medy the  fame.  The  Great  Men  be  now  the  per- 
fons,  that  take  moft  upon  them  in  the  Council  % 
and  although  they  (hew  all  to  affeft  the  prefcrv- 
ing  of  the  public  quictnefs,  yet  they  are  chiefty 
fwayed  by  the  intereft  of  their  own  ends  •,  and» 
for  that  purpofe,  they  have  their  feveral  formed 
**  parties  and  raftions/*     He  wrote  likewife,  on  the 
1 4th  of  June  J  to  Sir  Ralpb  lVinwo$d  (f)^  by  Monfr. 
Vander  Myle^  fon-in-law  to  Monfr.  Barnevddti^^Mxa 
he  wifhcd  to  fucceed  Monfr.  Aerfens^  Elmbaflador 
from  the  States  General  in  France^  when  the  Utter 
fhould  refign  that  pofl: ;  and  took  notice,  that  they 
had,  by  their  joint  labours,  done  na  fmall  work  to 
have  fo  far  engaged  the  Cpurt  of  France  in  the  ac- 
tion of  CleveSj  "  confidering  the  great  oppofidoo, 
**  that  hath  been  made  thereunto,  yea,  to  have  ren- 
verfed all  ag^n  flnce  the  takbg  the  lafi:  refolution. 
But  now  we  have  put  it  clean  out  of  that  danger^ 
and  the  Marfhal  de  la  Cbaftre  is  ready  to  march) 
to  render  himfelf,  with  the  army  at  Men^  by  the 
5th  of  July.     It  was  firft  propofed  to  have  em- 
ployed the  Duke  of  Bouillon ;  but  it  was  objefted, 
that  it  would  put  all  the  arms  of  France  into  the 
hands  of  thrfe  of  the[ReIigion  •,  Monfr.  Lefdignieres 
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(ft)  Mr.  Beauiieu  to  Mr.  Trumbull  from  Paris^  Ibid.  p.  173. 
(<?)  Sir  Thomas  Edmondesh  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  VI.  p.  439. 
Ip)  WinwowTs  Memorials,  Vol.  III.  p.  182. 
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«*  co0unanding  the  other  army  in  Daupbine^  which 

««  13  ftfll  afoot.     The  Marftial  de  la  Cbafire  hath,  I 

**  aflure  you,  fhewed  himfelf  very  well  affefted  to 

^^  the  undert^ng  of  this  charge,  anj),  by  his  €are 

«^  aod  diligence,  hath  much  advanced  the  prepara- 

^^  tions  for  the  fame.     Monfr.  de  Rohan  command* 

**  cd  the  flups,  and  the  Duke  of  Sully  having  new- 

**  ly,  before  the  King's  death,  refigned  his  office  of 

**  Mafter  of  the  Ordnance  to  his  fon,  he  doth  now 

fend  him  to  make   his  apprenticeihip    in    that 

charge,  though  with  a  poor  equipage  of  only  four 

• '  pieces  of  artUlery.     For  the  charge  of  the  battery 

**  againft  the  to^n  of  Juliers^  they  leave  it  to  be 

*'  wholly  iiipported  by  the  Princes  interefled  -,  but 

**  for  the  viduals,  which  they  (hall  need  for  their  ar- 

*^  my,  both  for  the  war,  and  during  their  refidence 

*'  in  the  camp,  they  defire  to  be  furnifhed  thereof 

*'  by  the  States  means ;   and  do  promife,  that  the 

^*  Marfhal  ^^ /<?  Gfe^r^  Ihall  make  payment  for  the 

*^  fame.     They  do  recommend  the  fpcedy  employ- 


ee 


**  ment  of  the  general  forces ;  for  that  they  fay,  they 
**  cannot  long  fupport  the  expence  of  their  armies. 


which  they  pretend  doth  amount  to  fevenfcorc 
thouiand  crowns  by  the  month ;  but  divers  of  the 
companies,  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  are  fuch  as 
they  do  keep  in  their  ordinary  pay."  He  ob- 
lerves  likewife,  that  the  Queen  had  fcnt  letters  to  the 
I^ince  of  Conde^  who  was  then  arrived  at  Brujfels, 
to  licenfe  h^s  return  to  Paris ;  and  that  orders  had 
been  taken  to  furnilh  him  with  money  for  his  jour- 
ney, and  to  pay  his  debts ;  but  that  it  was  thought, 
that  tbis  Princess  coming  would  make  fome  alterations 
in  tbe  Courts  to  counterbalance  Jome  otber^sgreatnefs^ 
On  the  2ift  of  that  month  he  wrote  to  the  Earl  of 
Salisbury  (q)j  that  the  Prince  of  Condi  was  expefted 
at  Paris  within  a  few  days,  "  \ipon  whofe  arrival, 

.  \f\  Sir  Tbo.  Edmndei^  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.VI.  p.  6oi . 
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fofs  biy  ^^  it  will  be  fccn,  how  the  Great  Men  of  this 
^^  Court  will  divide  themfelves  in  their  faftions  and 
**  partakings.  The  party,  that  feemeth  to  be  kl- 
«*  ready  formed,  is  of  the  Count  Soijfons^  the  Cardi- 
"  dinal  Jeyeufe^  and  the  Duke  of  Efpernon^  who, 
*'  as  it  is  faid,  have  drawn  Monfr.  de  Concbin  [CoH" 
*"  cinij  afterwards  Marftial  d^Ancre']  the  perfon  chat 
*«  is  the  moft  favoured  by  the  Queen,  to  adhere  to 
*«  them.  It  will  be  fought  to  make  the  Prince  of 
•*  Condi  the  head  of  the  other  party,  with  whom  it 
^'  is  thought,  that  the  houfe  of  Guife<^  and  the  Con- 
*'  Jiable  [MontfnQrenci\  and  others  will  range  them- 
**  felves.  And  it  is  apprehended,  that  if  the  Queen 
•'  do  not  carry  hcrfclf  with  more  refolution  in  the 
^  government  of  matters,  thefe  great  Men  will 
^'  hardly  be  contained  long  in  quietnefs  the  one  to- 
**  wards  the  other.  The  Queen  hath  not  been  able 
**  to  prevail  with  Monfr.  d^Efpemm  to  Ixing  him 
^'  to  any  better  reafbn  concerning  the  bufinefs  of 
*'  Metz^  and  fo  is  forced  to  pais  over  that  mat- 
♦«  ter,  though  it  give  a  general  difconlentment.*' 
In  his  next  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury^  on  the  27th 
of  June  (r)^  he  obferves,  that  the  two  parties  eicpeft- 
cd  to  be  formed  at  the  French  Court,  were  the 
Prince  of  Conde^  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^  the  Duke 
of  Guife^  the  Confiabk^  with  the  Parliament  of  P/h- 
riSj  and  the  Protejiants  \  and  on  the  other  fide  the 
Cardinal  Joyeufe^  the  Count  de  Soijfons^  the  Chancel- 
lor de  Sillerif  the  Duke  of  Efpernon^  Secretary  de  Vil- 
kray^  and  the  Prefident  de  Jeannin. 

Mr.  Dudley  Carleton^  who  had  been  long  in  cx- 
pedation  of  employment,  was  at  lad  defigned  for 
One  in  Ireland ;  but,  that  refolution  being  changed, 
he  was  appointed  to  fucceed  his  friend  Sir  Thomas 
Edmondes  as  Embafiador  to  the  Court  of  Brujfelsy  of 

(r)  Ibid.  p.  617. 
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which  he  gave  him  an  accout  in  the  following  letter 
from  London  of  the  2d  of  June  1610  (s). 

*•  You  may  remember  where  you  left  me,  newly 

^*  drawn  out  of  the  bogs  into  the  water.     You  were 

**  fcarce  at  fea,  when  I  was  fetcht  out  of  the  water 

**  to  dry  land ;   and  the  place,  from  whence  you 

**  laft  came,  afligned  to  me  for  my  province. 

*^  I  (hall  prcfume  of  your  furtherance  and  help,  for 
**  nw  better  direftions  in .  the  fervice.  Jf  the  fight 
**  of  fuch  papers,  as  you  left  with  Sir  John  Woody 
**  touching  your  negoriarion  at  Bruffelsy  be  a  thing 
**  which  in  good  manners  I  might  iSk  of  you,  you 
•*  can  well  conceive  what  a  favour  it  would  be  to 
^^  me  ;  and  I  will  give  you  a  faithful  afTurance  to  make 

♦*  no  other  but  an  honeft  ufe  of  them. 1  (hall  in- 

*•  treat  your  letter  likewife  to  honeft  IVilL  Trumbull^ 

^*  of  whom  though  I  prefume  (bmewhat,    yet  I 

**  know  he  will  do  much  more  in  your  re(pe(5t.     But 

**  the  matter  is  not  yet  come  to  that  ripencfs  ;  for  I 

**  know  not  whether  the  King  hath  been  yet  moved 

<«  about  me,  though  tho(e,  who  have,  the  managing 

*^  of  thefe  affairs,  have,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  fettled 

•*  me  in  a  refolution  upon  this  courfe :  But,  till  more 

**  be  done,  I  am  wi(hed  to  keep  it  as  a  fecret,  and 

•*  fo  do  to  all  but  my  oeareft  friends."     On  the  1 7th 

and  1 8th  of  the  &me  month  he  wrote  again  to  Sir 

Thomas  (/),  that  he  had  juft  then  received  a  refolute 

anfmer  from  the  Lord  Treafurer,  that  he  muft  reft 

upon  the  employment  at  Brujfelsy  and  prepare  him- 

felf  againft  the  ending  of  that  fe(rion  of  Parliament, 

which  it  was  thought  would  be  about  a  month  after. 

The  next  day,  June  19th,  he  applied  to  Sir  Thomas 

(or  his  a(riftance  in  his  new  employment  (v).     "  The 

•'  more,  fays  biy  I  think  of  my  new  employment, 

^^  the  more  I  am  diftrafted  with  the  confidefarion  of 


(/)  Ibid,  p.  557. 

(/)  Ibid.  p.  J 87. 

ifu)  Ibid.  p. 

591. 
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«'  it.  And  it  was  no  fmall  unhappinefs,  that  I  knew 
*'  not  which  way  to  bend  my  courfe  before  your  I 
*'  departure,  by  reafon  of  the  gpod  direftion  and  I 
*'  help  I  might  have  had  from  you,  which  now,  in  | 
"  abfcnce,  if  I  Ihould  pray  you  to  perform  by  letters^ 
"  I  Ihould  feem  little  to  confidcr  the  weight  of  your 
"  affairs.  Yet  let  me  intreat  one  hour  of  leifure  to 
be  beftowed  upen  me,  'to  dired  me  in  fuch  mat* 
ters,  as  in  your  judgn^ent  are  fit  for  my  inftru£tion,' 
both  for  earri^e  in  my  public  charge,  and  for 
that^  as  may  concern  ratiants  escommicas.  If  yocr 
pleafe  to  defeend  to  particularities,  what  judgoient 
"  to  make  of  fuch  of  our  Engtijby  as  live  in  diat 
*\  Court  -,  with  whom,  of  ftrangiers,  to  hold  corj 
*'  refpondence ;  of  whorti  to  beware,  wbatcourieof 
*'  intelligence  is  to  be  obfenred  ;  and  what  elfe  you 
^  ^  ihall  think  fit  to  advife  me ;  you  knowhow  much 
your  frefh  exper iedce  may  rule  me,  and  what  ad^ 
vantage  I  (h^l  h^e  at  my  entrance  by  fo  read  t 
favour.'  My  wifd  is  now  going  to  my  Lady 
[Edmmdes]  with  the  like  petition  to  her,  for  her 
**  diredtion  in  her  great  affairs,  which  her  late  loft 
*'  [  of  her  fin,  who  died  the  week  iefore']  can  yet 
*^  give  her  fcarcc  leave  to  thiiik  on.  If  you  con- 
^'  tinue  your  purpofe  of  havmga  grammar  feholar, 
**  you  may  have  him,  that  I  told  you  'of  at  Ehn^ 
whom  my  father  'Savile  is  willing  to  ipate  for  iuS 
preferment,  though  otherWifehe  is  of  great  ufe  to 
him  in  his  Cbryfofiom.  I  would  gfjidly  entertain  a 
"  Frenchman^  \i  France  would  afford  fuch  another^  as 
*'  you  have  with  you  [Mr.  John  Beaulieu]  ;  and,  if 
*'  you  know  of  any  fit  for  me,  1  pray  you  let  iht 
*'  hear  of  him.**  Sir  ^ho.  Edmondes  communicated 
to  Mr.  Carkton  his  own  n^otiations*  at  Bruffels ; 
for  which  the  latter  returned  him  a  letter  of  thanks 
from  London  the  13  th  oijuly  (w).    "  I  muft  ac» 

(nv)  Ibid.  p.  655. 
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*'  knowledge)  faysbe^  with  much  thankfulnefs,  the 
**^  favour  you  have  done  me  in  the  fight  of  your  ne- 
*'  gotiation^  at  Brujfelsj  which  was  delivered  me  by 
**  your  fervant  the  fame  day  I  wrote  laft  unto  you  j 
**  and  1  have  nhade  bold  ever  fince  to  keep  the  books 
**  With  me,  and  WiU  deliver  them  fafe  to  my  Lady  at 
*^  goii^-     I^  I  had  fooner  had  them  (as  fooner  could 
**  not  well  have  been^,  I  fhould  not  then  have  trou- 
**  bled  you  with  a  fccond  requcffi,  of  giving  me 
**  feme  light  of  the  ftate  of  that  Court  by  letters ; 
*•  ft>F  therein  do  I  find  an  exaft  ftory  of  the  time 
**  and  every  thing  fin:  out  in  fo  lively  colours,  that  I 
bad  reafon  to  content  myfelf.     Yet,  in  your  letters 
of  27th  Juffe^  and  the-  8th  of  this  prefcnt,  you 
"  have  fo  well  inftrufled  me  further,  and  given  me 
«  ibch  hope  of  Mr.  TrumlmW^  help,  that  if  qui  bene 
"  c^tpit^  \i3jAi' ditnidium  depti  \JaSf\y  I  may  account 
"  myfelf  well-  advanced.     Yet  I  muft  tell  you,  thaf 
**  my  con^ei^tment  in  reading  your  difpatches  hath 
**  been  mixed  with  fome  grief,  when  I  obferve  your 
^  courfe  of  weekly  writing,   and   think,   that  the 
"  fame  diligence  may  be  expcfted  of  a  new  nego- 
"  tiator.      But  I  hope  the  quietnefe  of  the  times 
**  will  ferve  for  excufe  of  fome  idlenefs  -,  and  tjie 
"  maftery  you  got  in  fo  many  conflifts  over  our  re- 
**  bcUious  countrymen,  will  keep  them,  with  fmall 
**  chdeavour,fromrifing  again;  fo  as  I  hope,in  fome 
part  to  be  cafed  of  one,  which  nftay  be  reckoned 
in  the  number  of  Hercules^^  labours  for  fighting 
with  monfters.     I  am   appointed  to  take  Ifeave 
of  the  King  at  his  next  being  here,  which  will  be 
"  betwixt  this  and  Fridqjf  next,  when  the  Parliament 
•*  ends  ;  and  the  fame  day  he  begins  his  progrefs." 
In  this  letter  Mr.  Carleton  mentions,  that  when  the 
remonftrance  of  the  grievances  was  prefcntedto  the' 
King  by  the  Solicitoi^General,  and  twenty  Members 
of  the  hoofe  of  Commons,  **  The  Lord  Treafurer 
^\  made  a  long  and  good  narration,  Ihewing  rhe 

-g     •  *'  reafons 
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reafons  of  thofe  impofitions,  with  all  the  circutti' 
dances,  excufing  himfelf  for  the  invention  of  this 
means  to  raife  n)oney  upon  the  laft  lyotd  Trta* 
furer,  for  the  occafion,  upon  the  Irijb  war  in  Od(h 
bartie's  rebellion  \  for  the  rating  upon  the  mcr^ 
chants,  who  being  aflfembled  from  all  parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  gave  their  allents }   and  for  the  war-* 
rantize  upon  the  judges^  who  had  confirmed  the 
proceedings  in  the  general  by  a  particular  judg^ 
"  men;  fo  as  where-ever  the  fault  lay  (if  ic  were  a 
*^  fault),  my  Lord  flood  re^us  in  curia^  which  made 
^^  him  take  one  thing  fomewhat  tenderly^  that  fell 
''  from  one  of  the  lower  houfe  in  debate  of  this  mat- 
'^  ter  touching  Empfon  a|^d  Dudley ;  but,  in  mod 
"  mens  conceit,  the  matter  was  ill  carried  to  my 
Lord  ;    and  it  was  rather  fcandalum  acceptum 
than  datum.     My  Lord,   further  to  juftify  his 
courfes,  had  a  private  meeting  that  fame  night 
with  a  fele£t  number  of  the  lower  houie  in  Hyde^ 
**  Park^  which  were  Sir  Henry  Neville^  Sir  Maurice 
Barkleyj    Sir  Ed.  Sandys^    Sir  Her.  Crofts^  Six 
John  Scott  ^  Sir  Francis  Goodwin  J  smdMr.^lford^ 
*'  with  one  more,  whom  I  cannot  remember.    And 
*•  howfoever  the  matter  of  impofitions  was  the  chief 
**  fubjeiSl  of  their  difcourfe,  and  the  caufe  of  their 
meeting  ^  yet,  when  knowledge  was  had  of  it  in 
the  houfe,  they  were  all  fufpefted  as  plotters  of 
**  fome  new  defigns.     And  the  great  matter  of  the 
"  contraft  [for  the  Court  cffFards]  was  in  danger, 
"  by  this  jealoufy,  to  have  fpcd  the  w€»^ie,  which 
*'  moft  of  thefe  did  feek  to  advance/* 

The  refolution  of  fending  Mr.  Carleton  to  Bruf-- 
fels  was  foon  after  changed,  and  he  was  appointed 
fimbaflfador  to  Venice^  as  appears  from  the  follow*- 
ing  letter  of  his  from  London^  the  25th  of  Jufy^ 
to  Sir  Thomas  Edmcndes  (x).  **  It  is  now  ^ 
<*  week  ilnce,  that  I  fent  a  packet  to  your  Lord- 

"  fhip, 

(x)  Ibid.  p.  689. 
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^  fliip,  with  two  letters,   of  two  days  difference 
•*  only  in  date,  and  of  more  difFercncc  in  advertife- 
*•   ment  touching  my  private  fortune :    fince  which 
•*  time  every  day  hath  bred  alteration ;    and  my 
**  courfe  to  Brujfels  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  both 
my  privy-feal  was  drawn  for  that  Employment, 
and  I  had  order  for  my  plate.     But  I  fee  in  theie 
'^  affairs,  as  in  all  other,  mulfa  cadunt  inter  calicem^ 
&c.  for,  having  my  hour  affigned  to  be  prcfent- 
ed  to  the  King,  a  confideration  of  the  Archduke's 
flacknefs  to  fend  hither  (who  firil  revoked  his 
Embaflador,  and  fhould  therefore  firft  fend)  di- 
**  verted  my  courfe ;  and  I  was,  at  the  lame  inftant 
•*  as  I  Ihould  have  taken  leave  for  that  fervice, 
*'  affigned  to  Venice.     So  as  now  this  is  the  courfe, 
^^  as  I  am  perfuaded,without  alteration ;  for  my  Lord 
**  [Treafurer]  doth  not  fpare  to  publifh  it ;  and  this 
«*  day  letters  go  to  Sir  Henry  Wottm^to  let  him  know 
^*  his  fucceflbr  is  appointed.     I  have  likewife  ap« 
•*  pointment  to  be  at  Holdenby  the  yth  of  the  next, 
**  to  take  leave  of  the  King,  and  fo  to  order  my 
**  aflf^,  as  to  be  ^t  Venice  about  the  beginning  of 
"  OSoher.**  He  wrote  again  to  Sir  T'^tfiwtfJ  £iw^»i« 
on  the  9th  of  Auguft  from  London  (y\  that  he  was 
ing  that  day  towards  Holdenby^  to  take  leave  of 
e  King ;  and  purpofed,  by  the  end  of  that  month, 
to  fet  forwards  in  his  journey  to  Venice  thro*  France. 
He  accordingly  waited  upon  the  King  there  (z\  and 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  his  Majefly ; 
and  foon  rfter  began  his  journey,  paffing  thro*  France^ 
where  he  fpent  three  days  with  Sir  Thomas  Ed-^ 
mtmdes  («),  and  arrived  at  Venice  about  the  middle  of 
November  (b). 

The  learned  Ifaac  Cafattbon^  library-keeper  to  the 
King  of  France^  being  determined  this  year,  by  the 

(y)  Ibid.  p.  727.         («)  ff^imnood"^  Memorials,  Vol.  III. 
p.  213.  (fl)  Ibid.  p.  226.  (^)  Ibid.  p.  236. 
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death  of  Hiw^  IV.  his  patron,  joad  his  ddeft  fon 
JoMs  tivriiing  Fapifty  to  accept  of  Kii^  James  Vb 
inviutioii .  to  -finglani  ^),  Dr.  RicbofJ  Bancr^i^ 
Ar^htttQiop  of  Canterbury^  wrote  to  Sir  "Thomas  Ei* 
memfes  the  following  latter  (d) ;. 

"i   " ..      '••  '   • 

J^y  ^^y  goed  Lord^ 

^VMonfr.  Qafaubon  purpofeth  (as  I  take  it^  to 
^'  coipe  over  into  Engla^  with  his  wifie  and  faoiily. 

His  Msyefty  hath  already  beftowed  upon  him  a 

Prebend  in  CoHierbury  -,  and  foonewhat  elfe  will  be 
^^  {bon;ly  thought  upon  for  his  better  maintenancci 
^^  I  pray  your  Lord&ip,  when  he  (hall  repair  unto 
««  yov;fir  that  purpofe,  deliver  unto  hon  thirty 
^'  pqunds  towards  his  chargjcs  of  tranfporung,  which 
^^  my  Lady  Edmpndes  your  wife  hath  received  from 
\^  me,  as  by  her  letter  here  indoled  may  appear. 
*'  And  (o,  with  my  hearty  commendadons,  I  com- 
^^  mit  yoiir  Lprdfliip  to  the  tuition  of  Almighty 
"God. 


€€ 
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«^  At  Lambeib.  the  26th  of  June  1610. 

Twr  Lsrdjhifs  affured  loving  friendy   ^ 

R.  Cant. 

"  This  muft  be  kept  dofe^  left  he  be  prevemed  or 
^'  murdered  in  bis  journey/*  Tutu^  B.  C. 

The.  iefen/ive  league  between  England  and  France^ 
being  concluded  in<  Augufi  this  year,  Udward  Lord 
Wottom,  Comptroller  of  the  Houiholdy  eider  brother 
q(  Sk  Henry  ff^oSton^  was  ;^>pointed  Embafladpr  £x- 

(c)  If.  Ca&uboni  vita,  p.  48,  49.  praefixa  epiftolis  illhis  s 
Thcodoro  Jaidon.ab  Ahneloveea  editis.  Rotterdami  1709.  foL 
(^;  Sir  2"*^.  Edm9ndti'%  State-Papers,  Vol.  Vf.  p.  609 
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tnordinary  to  ¥ram$^  in  older  to  receive  tfie  oartH 
of  the  Queen  Regent :  upon  which  occafion  he  wrotet 
on  the  loth  of  (hat  month,  to  Sir  T&^mas  Ed^ 
mmdes  (e)y  that  it  was  no  fmali  comfort  to  him  in* 
this  employment,  falling  upon  him  fo  unfeafonably 
in  his  old  ase,  that  yet  he  ihould  have  the  help  and 
afMance  of  Sir  Tbomasj  his  old  acquaintance,  and 
worthy  friend,  bred,  fays  be,  as  it  were,  in  the  fame' 
fcbool  with  me  under  Sir  Francis  Walfmghami 

Sir  fbomas  Edmondes,  on  the  i  ith  of  that  month, 
wrote  from  Paris  to  Sir  Ralph  IVinwood  (f),  tl»t 
Prince  Maurice*^  diligence  in  purfuing  the  fiege  of 
Jidiers  was  very  much  fufpeAed  to  the  Court  of 
Paris  -,  not  only  becaufe  it  was  thought,  that  be  did' 
aflfeft  it,  for  his  own  particular  honour,  to  carry 
that  town  before  the  arrival  of  the  Marfhal  de  la 
Chaflre,  the  French  General ;    but  alfo  becaufe  it 
tended  to  difaf^int  tliem  in  their  purpofe  for  pro* 
louring  the  f^ueftradon  of  that  town,  which  there 
had  been  great  means  made  at  Paris  to  effeft.    ^  *  And 
^  to  that  en^  adds  Sir  Thomas,  I  underftand,  that 
*^  now  lately  there  have  been  ibme  new  offers  made^ 
••  to  deliver  the  town  into  the  hands  either  of  the 
**  Prince  of  Orange,  or  the  Marfhal  de  la  Cbaftre. 
•*  With  thefc  propoHtions  a  courier  hath  been  fen^ 
*^  av9ay  to  the  Marfhal,  with  the  greateft  diligence, 
**  that  he  (hould  endeavour  to  procure  the  acceptance 
••  of  them  before  the  rendering  of  the  town.     And 
**  truly,  for  my  own  opinion,  I  think^^  that  it  is  no« 
•*  without  a  common  defign  from  hence,  that  the 
Count  de  Bucquoy  Ihould  be  fent  to  lodge  near  your 
camp  with  fome  troops,  to  draw  thcfe  Princes  to 
a  necefiity  of  yielding  to  that  propofed  fequeftrsh 
«<  tion.-*— — Notwithftanding  all  tho  art  and  induftry 
<^  that  is  ufed  for  the  laving  of  that  town,  it  dothno€ 

[f)  IWd.  p.  723.  C/J  fFi/nvooJ*9  Memories,  Vol.  IIL 

p.  204. 
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**  appear,  that  the  Spaniards  hare  any  purpofe  to 
*'  hazard  the  jbreaking  the  truce  about  the  fame, 
^*  in  regard  of  their  want  of  means  co  enter  into  a 
"  new  war. 

"  The  Duke  of  Feria  is  expefted  to  arrive  here 
"  out  o(  Spain  within  fix  or  feven  days,  who,  be- 
**  fides  the  performing  of  the  ceremony  for  the  con- 
*^  dolcnce,  doth,  as  it  is  f^,  bring  Commiffion 
*•  with  him  for  the  treating  of  marriage  between  the 
**  Princes  of  that  State  and  this;  the  which  is  foli- 
"  cited  by  the  Pope,  to  the  end  to  hold  this  State  the 
**  more  divided  in  their  other  alliances  with  the  Pro- 
"  teftant  Princes :  and  the  King  would  be  glad,  by 
**  fuch  an  offer,  to  break  oflF  the  match  with  the 
"Prince  of  Savoy.'* 

Monfr.  Le  Vajfor  (e)  has  a  remark  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  which  feems  well  founded,  that  the  Queen  Re- 
goit  oi  France  was  perfuaded,  by  her  Italian  con  ft* 
dents,  who  were  bribed  by  the  Court  of  Spain^  that 
the  eftablilhmcnt  of  her  authority  depended  upon 
the  good  terms  (he  was  in  with  the  Pope  and  King 
of  Spain. 

.  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  in  the  fame  letter  adds,  that 
Monfr.  de  VilUroy  had  of  late  withdrawn  himfcif 
from  the  Court,  upon  difcontentment  for  fome  un- 
kind ufage  offered  him  by  Concini  the  Queen's  fe- 
vourite  -,  but  that  he  was  prefently  fent  for  back 
again  by  her  M^efty,  and  now  governed  affairs  more 
abfolutely  than  ever. 

In  his  next  letter  to  Sir  Ralph  tVinwood^  of  the 
1 8  th  of  Auguft  (f)y  he  takes  notice  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy*%  having  confented  to  the  accommodating  his 
differences  with  the  King  of  Spain^  and  fent  his  Se* 
cretary  to  Paris j  to  fignify,  that  he  was  content  to 
accept  of  the  penfion^  which  had  been  offered  him 

(/)  Hift.  dc  Louis  XIII .  Vol .  I.  p.  5  5 .  (/)   Wsnw99d'% 

Memorials,  Vol.  III.  p.  208. 
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Irom  thence  of  100,000  Crowns ;  and  that  he  would 
fend  his  lecond  fon  to  be  brought  up  in  the  French 
Court  i  and  go  forward  with  the  marriage  of  his 
cldeft  fon  and  Madame  of  France  •,  for  which  bufi- 
nefi,  it  was  faid,  Monfr.  Jacob  was  Ihortly  to  be 
fent  thither. 

Sir  Thomas  oblcrves  Bkewile,  that  the  Dukes  of 
Bouillon  and  Sully  were  retiring  themfelves  for  a  time 
to  their  houfes  ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  fome  other  of 
the  great  men  would  follow  fhortly  after,  fince  they 
receiyed  no  contentment  in  their  treatment  at  the 
Court,  in  regard  that  they  were  excluded  from  the 
participation  of  affairs,  which,  for  thofe  of  the 
chiefeft  importance,  were  carried  between  a  very  few 
perfons. 

The  Lord  JVotton  arrived  at  Paris  as  Embaflador 
Extraordinary  about  the  8th  of  September  16 10;  and 
on  Sunday  the  1 1  th  of  that  month  had  audience  of  the 
young  King,  and  Queen  Regent,  who  received  him 
with  great  kindnefi;  and,  on  Tuefday  the  13th,  his 
Lordlhip,and  Sir  Thomas  EdmondeSjVcceivtd  the  oath 
of  her  Majefty  to  the  league  lately  concluded,  the 
King  being  prefent ;  at  which  folemnity  the  people 
in  general  ^xpreffed  the  higheft  fatisfadion,  and  as 
great  difinclination  to  the  Spaniards  (g)  •,  and  all 
good  patriots  in  France  fhcwed  great  contentment  in 
the  league  with  England:  fo  that  the  Duke  ofFeria^ 
finding  that  he  Ihould  give  caufe  of  jealoufy  by  his 
longer  ftay  at  Paris^  and  the  humours  .of  that  place 
not  fo  well  prepared  to  work  upon  as  he  expefted, 
procured  order  for  his  return  (h)^  and  foon  after  de- 
parted from  Paris ;  as  Lord  IVotton  likewife  did  in 
the  beginning  of  OSober^  being  accompanied  by 
Ifaac  Cafaubon  (i)^  who  went  over  to  England  to 

make 

(^)  Mr.  Beaulieu  to  Mr-  Trumlull,  from  Paris  14  Srpt.  1610. 
Ibid.  p.  ziji  218.  (h)  Sir  Thomas  EdmontUj  to  Sir  Ralph 

Wimtuoody  from  Paris  6  O^obir  1 6 1  o.  Ibid .  p,  2  2  5 .  (1  ^  Ibid. 
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make  trial,  whether  the  condition^  that  was  oBferDd 
him  for  his  fettlement  there,  was  to  his  liking.  Sir 
Thomas  Edmondes^  in  his  letter  to  Sir  Ralph  frimoc^ 
of  the  6th  of  Oiiober,  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  the 
Lord  lVottofC%  reception  and  departure,  obiervcs, 
that  the  Pope*s  Nuncio  had  been  eai-neftly  in  hand  to 
<i^t  forward  ibme.  marriages  between  France  and 
Spain  \  but  that,  in  the  mean  dme,  Monfr.  Jacob 
was  arrived  at  Paris^  to  urge  the  conckiding  of  the 
.firft  contraft  with  the  Prince  of  Savoy :  That  the 
^FrencbComt  uiedallthe  means  they  could,  to  per* 
.fuade.theDuke  of  ^in;^  to  the  accommodating  the 
^  differences  between  him  and  the  King  of  Spain^  to 
the  end  to  difcharge  themfelves  from  entering  into 
war  for  him ;  and  that  it  was  by  counfel  from  thence, 
>that  the  Duke  had  lately  fent  his  iecond  fbn  for  a 
peace-offering  into  Spain.  But  fome  doubted,  that 
af  the  Duke  fliould  find  himfelf  well  treated  by 
Sp4in^  thefe  proceedings  might  alienate  his  aflfe&iont 
from  France.  .  That  the  lame  conQderacion,  of  be- 
ing unwilling  to  incereft  themfelves  in  other  quarrels, 
4nade  the  French  Court  aUb  very  much  delire  the 
compounding  of  the  differences  of  Germany ;  but 
that  though  they  were  k)th  to  declare  tbemfelves 
•ddhially  in  favour  of  their  friends,  yet  it  was  to  be 
hoped,  that  their  authority  would  be  a  good  means 
to  keep  things  from  growing  to  extremity.  That 
^he  Duke  of  Bouilkm  had  obtained  permiCBon  of  the 
Qjieen  to  cpndud  the  young  Prince  Eledor  Paia- 
tincy  his  nephew,  from  Sedan  to  Heidetterg^  when 
he  fhould  Uiink  fit,  and  to  be  affiftant  to  lum  in 
ietding  his  affairs ;   and  that  the  Duke^  before  his 

?•  22$,  226.  Dr.  Meric  Cafatdwiy  his  (bn^  is  miftaken  ia  bis 
^ittas  contra  maledicos  fatrii  nomnis  £s*  reiigioms  hcftes^  p.  69, 
edit.  Loful.  1621.  in  afferting,  that  his  father  came  to  EmglaitJuL 
company  with  Sir  Henry  WottM,  in  Comifafa  Ulufirijfimi  legati 
Htnrici  fVottwi^  itiftead  of  the  Lord  W$ttm. 
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d^p^rturew  S<A^.  his.  pbee  of  ftrft  Gentlcnvn  of  the 
C^unbar,  to  Concini  for  the  Him  of  tweaty  thoufand 
pou94s  fterting  i  wd  that  the  faid  Qmini  had  like- 
wife  bought  ktdy  the  Marquifate  iAncn^  on  the 
&onti^s  of  Pk^djti  9od  the  gpyeroment  of  Per^nne^ 
Rqre^  and  MontdkUer  adjoining  to  ir»  which  were* 
great  purchafe^  to  he  made  together.  ^^Buc^  as 
^'  this  fioie,  addU  Sir  Thomas^  is  favourable  unto 

V  him  for  the  fpeedy  raifiog  of  his  greacneis^  fo  it  is 
^^  as  disfavourable  to  others  for  the  maintenance  of 
^^  iheirsi  which  they  had  before  acquired,  efpedally 

V  to  ^  Duke  of  Sully^  who  is  much  difcontented, 

V  for  nt^at  the  jK>wer  of  his  former  authority  is 
1'  abridged,  whi<:h  maketh  him  unwilKng  to  continue 
**  the  exercife  of  his  place :  but  howibevcr  he  ftands 

V  upon  thcfe  terim,  thiere  he  too  many  pretenders  to 
^^  be  iharers  with  him,  to  gjiye  him  &cisfa&ion  to  his 
^'  defire*  He  is  now  abfent,  and  hath  been  dan- 
^^  geroufly  fi(;k ;  but  he  is  better  amended,  andfhort*r 
t*  ly  expefted  here/*         -    ^ 

Mfnry  Prince  of  IVaks^   who  was  now  in  the 
feveniMnth  year  of  his  age,  and  began  tD  be  extreme- 
ly attentive  to  public  affiurs,   both  at  home  and 
ab-oad,  had  engaged  Sir  Thmas  Edtmndis^  before 
hia  departure  to  Frana^  to  communicate  to  him  the 
Qourfe  of  things  there »  and,  on  the  2d  of  Sfpiem* 
tfr  i6mo^  Mr.  Adam  N^mim^  a  Sc&ijman,  jifter<- 
wax^s  icreaoed  a  Baronet,  and  then  Dean  of  Durbmih 
tboui^  a  Layman  (k)y  wr<Ke  from  Richmdnd  to  Sir 
S'bfim^f  to  remind  turn  of  his  promife  to  ha  Royal 
Higbnefs  (l).    ^^  This  opportunity  offering  idelf  fo 
^*  fttly»  mi^cedi  me  call  unto  your  recoembrance  a 
**  promife,  which  his  Highneis  allegeth  you  made 
^*  unto  him  at  your  departure,  of  imparting  unto 
^^  him  fiich  occurrences,  as  that  country  yieldeth. 

{k^  W9od.  Atben,  Oxtm,  Vol.  I.  col.  420.  k  Fafti  coL  211. 
i/)  Sir  Tbo  Edmondts'^  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  VI.  p.  739. 
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^^  I  find  his  Highaels  dotb€3q)e6i:  it ;  and  therefore  I 
*^  prefiuneto  acqusunt  you  therewith,  If  yoM  direft 
^^  your  letters  to  tne  at  any  time,  I  (hall  be  careful,  ehat 
^^  they  go  oo  further  than  ye  yourfelf  fhall  appoiat.'' 

The  French  Court  perceived  very  early  the  for* 
wardnefs  of  this  young  Prioce,  and  thought  pri»per 
to  try.  to  fecure  him  to  thesr  intereft ;  for  Secr^ary 
Fillercy  wrote  to  Monfr.  de  h  Bvderie^  the  French 
Embaflador  in  E^^ndyfrotn  Fonfainebleau  the  iSth 
of  July  1608,  N.  S.  (m).  "  That  King  Hewy  IV. 
^'  had  tokl  him,  that  he  had  mone  defire  than  ever 

to  feek  the  friendftiip  of  the  Prince  of  fValeSt  wd, 

for  that  purpofe,to  gratify  thofe  about  hkn,  as  that 
^'  Embafiador  (hould  judge  Bt ;  fince  that  King  fore- 
'*  faw,  that  the  Prince  would  foon  hold  a  rank  wor- 
^^  thy  of  him  in  England^  on  account  of  the  little 
*^  efteem,  which  was  had  of  theQueen  and  King/' 

The  ▼ivacity,  ipirit,  and  aftivity  of  the  Prince 
icon  gave  umbrage  to  his  father's  Court,  which  grew 
extremely  jealous  of  him :  and  Sir  Th^mof  EJmondeSy 
though  at  a  diftance^  feems  to  have  been  fenlible  of 
this,  and  to  have  been  the  moi^  cautious  on  that  ac« 
count  in  correfponding  with  his  Royal  Highnels. 
However,  he  (till  continued  upon  very  good  terms 
with  the  Prince,  as  is  evident  from  the  following 
letter  to  him  from  Sir  Thomas  Somerfct^  third  ion  of 
Edward  Earl  of  fFbreefier^  and  afterwards  Vifcount 
Samcr/el  of  Caffel  in  Ireland^  dated  the  8th  of  No^ 
vember  1611  from  JVbiteball  *.  "  1  have,  accord- 
**.  ing  to  your  defire,  prefented  your  fervice  to  the 
*'  Prince,  who  accepts  your  remembrance  fo  kindly 
>'  in  this  difcourie,  which  I  have  made  unto  bamy  as 
^*  he  feems  to  defire  nothing  more  thaii  that,  which 
**  you  have  by  my  mouth  made  offer  to  him.  He 
^^  well  underftands  the  ftate  you  live  in^  and  allows 

of 

(«)  Lcttres  d'  Henry  IV  Roi  dc  France,  &  deMcffieuri  dc 
Villcroy  &dc  Puifieax,  a  Monfr.  Antoine  Ic  Fevre  de  la  Boderie, 
Tern.  J.  Let.  82  p.  314,  315. 

*  Sir  TJhomM  Edmndis\  MS.  State- Papers,  Vol  VIII  p.  494, 
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•^  of  your  courfe.  If  words,  with  proteftations, 
**  may  be  believed,  then  are  you  happy,  and  I,  your 
•*  friend  and  fervant,  well  pleafed  to  have  the  ho- 
**  noor  to  let  you  know  from  his  own  mouth  j  and, 
•*  left  I  fliould  not  deliver  it  truly,  he  gave  it  me  in 
••  writing  to  write  to  you :  and  thefe  were  his  com- 
•*  mandmcnts,  that  I  fhould  lay:  For  the  offer 
you  made  him  by  me,  he  thanks  you,  and  would 
be  very  glad  to  fee  the  accomplilhing  of  it.  And, 
concerning  your  not  writing  to  him  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  there,  he  bids  me  tell  you,  that  feeing,  by 
this  offer,  he  finds  it  hath  not  (avoured  of  any 
**  want  of  affeftion  to  do  him  fervice,  but  out  of  a 
*'  fear  of  evil  ufage,  if  it  fhould  have  been  known ; 
*'  he  will  not  think  the  worfc  of  you  for  it. 
And  J  to  thc'cnd  he  do,  nothing  to  your  prejudice, 
who  he  finds  fo  willing  to  ferve  him,  he  wills  me  to 
demand  of  you,  whether  he  fhall  make  the  King 
acquainted  wth  this  motion  ;  and  he  faith,  if  he 
*  *  do,  he  will  not,  unlefs  you  like  it,  let  him  know 
**  it  comes  from  you  ;  and,  if  he  do,  he  will  ever 
^^  have  care  of  your  fafety.  And  all  this  he  warrants 
*^  me  to  tcU  you  as  fi^om  himfelf. 

"P.  S.  Sir  Thomas  Over  bury  is  received  again 
**  into  the  Court/' 

In  the  latter  end  of  November  of  the  year  1610, 
^r  Thomas  Edr^ondes  caufed  a  certain  Italian  to  be 
apprehended  in  the  fuburbs  of  Parisy  upon  notice 
given,  that  the  latter,  in  his  private  difcourfes  with 
Ibme,  who  lay  in  the  fame  lodgings,  maintained  opi- 
nions, which  favoured  altogether  of  the  dodrine  of 
Mariana  and  Bellarmine.  He  had  divers  times 
maintained,  that,  if  he  had  killed  the  King  of  Eng- 
landj  he  would  think  himfelf  abfolved  of  all  his  fins ; 
adding)  that  he  had  a  purpofe  (hortly  to  go  to  Eng- 
land. He  was  a  man  of  a  mean  fafhion,  of  a  (lern 
and  melancholy  look,  who  fpoke  good  Latin  s  a  Ro- 
man 
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man  bwn^  and  lately  came  fnorn  St.  J^go  dc  Camfnh 
fiella  in  Spam^  where  he  had  been  in  pilgrimage* 
His  papers  being  fearched,  there  were  founds  amoogft 
the  reft,  fonie  long  papers  full  of  chata&ers^  where- 
by, he  iaid*  he  hoped  to  be  favcd  from  all  daagem 
by  fea  and  by  land.  He  would  not  acknowledge  to 
have  fpoken  any  thing  in  particular  againft  the  King 
cf  England ;  only  he  faid,  he  had  maintained,  in 
general  terms,  that  it  was  lawful  and  meritoripus  to 
Kill  and  aiake  war  againfl:  Heretics^  after  they  bad 
been  excommunicated  by  the  Fopc*  But  he,  with 
whom  he  had  the  difcoiu'fe  more  particularly,  did 
maintain  it  further  unto  him,  ^d  depoted  it  by 
writing,  that  be  himfelf  had  threatened,  tn  (Ham 
H^ords,  to  kill  the  King,  and  to  make  himfelf  recgm- 
mendabje  by  that  famous  a£t  .Upcxi  theie  depofi- 
tions,  by  two  or  three  witneffes.  Sir  Thomas  Ed- 
mmdes  referred  the  caufe  to  the  Chancellor  of  irovr^^ 
who  promii^d  exactly  to  examine  the  -fiune,  and  to 
do  juftice  therein  (»). 

About  this  time  Sir  Thomas  had  a  difpute  with 
the  Court  of  France^  which  had  forgot  to  make  him 
a  prefcnt,  as  they  bad  done  to  the  Lord  fFoUoBj 
upon  the  Queen  Regent's  taking  the  oath  to  the  de- 
fenfi¥e  League  with  England.  He  havir^  com- 
plained of  this,  orders  were  given  for  a  piefent  to 
him  of  the  value  of  fifteen  to  fixteen  hundred  crowns  \ 
and  accordingly  an  hat-band,  adorned  with  diar 
monds,  computed  to  be  of  about  that  pnce»  was 
carried  to  him  by  Monfr.  dt  Bonhewly  and  accepted 
by  him  with  great  demonftrations  of  fads^ftiom 
But,  four  or  five  days  after,  he  fent  to  the  Jod^gs 
of  that  Gendeman,  by  one  of  his  domeffics,  a  packet, 
inclofing  part  of  the  faid  hat-band,  which  he  rad  cut 
in  two,  fending  the  other  part  to  the  lod^ngs  of  G/V 

f»)  Mr.  Btaulhu  to  Mr.  Trumhul!^  Paris  27th  Nov,  1610.  Win- 
*w$oit6  Memorialii,  Vol.  III.  p.  234. 
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raulf^  keepiog  only  the  pttneipal  i>uckle  of  the  hat-- 
bapd  for  himielf.     Meflieurs  Bdnneiiil  and  Girmli^ 
having  opened  the  packets,  and  finding  the  dia^ 
monds  in  them,  judged,  that  Sir  Tbamas  was  csr 
tremeiy  dtfpleafed,  and  informed  Secretary  VUUrcy 
of  the  affair ;  to  whom  Sir  tbamas  bimielf  came  two 
or  three  days  afber,  and  reprcfented  to  him  what  he  - 
bad  done,  and  the  reaibn$  of  it  \  faying,  that  he 
caufed  the  hat-band,  which  he  knew  came  from  Con^ 
anif  to  be  valued ;  and  that  the  Goldfmiths  had 
prized  it  but  at  fix  or  feven  hundred  crowns,  gflFer* 
ing  to  make  a  new  one  for  that  money :    ^'  i  was 
**  lorry'*  (ftyi  Secretary  Villerny  (p),  in  his  letter  to 
Monfr.  de  la  Bcderie,  of  the  1 3d  of  Novmbir  1610, 
N.  S.  '^  for  this  ^ffair,  of  which  I  had  not  the  leaft 
knowledge ;  and,  after  remonftrating  to  him,  that 
he  might  have  a£bed  in  another  manner,  without 
fiiewing  fo  much  refontment  and   contempt  <^ 
*^  a  mark  of  their  M^jeilies  good-will  and  Kberality, 
'^  t  took  the  refolution  of  procuring  that  prefent  to 
^^  be  changed  for  anotherof  gikplateof  the  iame  value 
^'  of  fifteen  to  fi^t^n  hundred  crowns ;  of  which  I  (hall 
inform  him  by  the  Sieqr  Girault^  to  know  whether 
H^  will  accept  it^  before  we  fend  it  to  him.    We 
have  learned  by  his  anfwer,  that  he  had  determined 
to  refufe  it,  having  ufed  fuch  language  upon  the 
fiibjed,  a»  difcovered  great  discontent  and  con-* 
tempt ;  with  which  the  Queen  is  extremely  of- 
fended;   and  efpecially  as  this  Ut$le  Man  (p) 
makes  open  profefTion  of  an  extraordinary  aSedioa 
^*  to  the  houle  of  Gui/ey  even  to  the  going  to  the 
*•  houfc  of  the  Princeft  of  Canii  the  day  ,  when  the 
*^  Embaflador  Extraordinary  from   Venii^  vifited 

[$]  XiCttrcs  d'Hcnry  IV.  ^,  Tom  11.  Let.  3s.  jp.  25  j,* 

feqq*  (/)  Sir  Thomas  "^2^  fmall  of  Jiature^,  Le  petit  Edmont, 
lays  Sir/^iahis  letter  to  Henry  IV.  Part.  11.  Tom.  III.  p.  40;. 
LictW  Mr  EdmomiiSf  ikys  Mi.  Namt^t  la  his  letter  of  aSth  Nosv. 
1597.    See  above,  f .  6f . 
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*'  her,  in  order  to  affift  in  doing  the  honours  o\ 
*'  the   houfe ;  and  publicly  declared,  that  he  had 
*'  his  King's  commands  to  do  fo.     He  pretended 
^*  Hkewife,  that  we  were  obliged  to  make  our  ac- 
•'  knowlcdgments  towards  him,  on  occafion  of  this 
prefent,  for  the  long  refidence,  which  he  had  for- 
merly made  in  this  Kingdom,  during  which  he 
pretends  to  have  done  many  and  fignal  fcrvices  to 
*•  Prance^  and  the  late  King ;  and  that  he  ought  to 
•*  be  treated,  if  not  upon  a  foot  of  equality  with  the 
"  Lord  JVoUoHy  at  leaft  with  half  the  value  of  the^ 
•*  prefent,  which  had  been  made  to  him,  and  which 
*'  had  cdft  four  thouland  crowns.     This  proceeding 
**  of  his  has  fo  highly  difpleafed  the  Queen,  to  whom 
"  it  has  been  reported,  that  he  has  talked,  upon  this 
"  fubjeft,    things  not  very  proper,   that  /he  has 
*«  thought  fit  to  order  the  gilt  plate  to  be  ftopped, 
**  though  equal  in  value  to  what  was  prefented  to 
"  the  Venetian  Embaffadors,  who  were  well  fatisfi- 
**  ed.     This  affair  gives  us  great  concern;  for  you 
*•  know  the  temper  of  Sir  7^^»j^j  Edmondes^  whole 
**  conduft  it  will  be  very  difficult  likewifc  for  the 
Queen  to  have  a  good  opinion  of  hereafter,  fince 
fhe  had  already  conceived  a  bad  one  enough,  for 
•*  the  reafons,  wluch  I  have  written  to  you ;  and  this 
*^  iriay  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  preferving  of  the 
good  underftanding  between  the  Crowns,  than  we 
dcfire  and  have  occafion  to  manage :  though  thofe 
will  not  be  forry  for  it,  who  are  dilgufted  with 
•*  what  we  hope  for,  and  the  faftious,  who  are  pret- 
•'  ty  numerous,  and  whofe  fingers  itch ;  and,  among 
•«  others,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon:    And,  in  faft,! 
**  underftand,  that  this  latter  blames  what  has  been 
done  in  this  cafe  on  the  part  of  the  Queen  5.  of 
which  the  Duke  of  Guife^  and  his  followers^  will 
make  all  the  advantages  they  can.    I^et  me  know 
what  you  think  to  be  proper  to  be  done  \  and  whe- 
ther there  is  a  means  of  procuring  Sir  Thomas 
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Edtnondes  to  be  employed  eUewfaere;  which  would 
be  a  great  relief  to  the  Queen,  who  will  have  all 

Eofllble  realbn  to  apprehend  his  refenting  this  af- 
lir.  HowevkT,  1  am  not  of  opinion,  that  you 
*^  (hould  make  this  propoial ;  for,  if  it  does  not  fuc- 
*•  cecd,  it  will  only  ferve  to  exafpcrate  this  little  man, 
who  has  fpirit  and  courage  enough.  And  indeed 
I  am  forry  for  this  mifunderftanding,  which  does 
not  proceed  wholly  from  his  fault,  diough  he  is  not 
abfolutely  innocent."  An  addidon  was  afterwards 
made  to  the  gilt  plate,  and  the  whole  amounted  to  the 
value  of  two  thoufand  crowns ;  and  it  was  then  ofiered 
to  Sir  Thomas^  who  readily  accepted  it  (^). 

Ifaac  Cdfaubon^  upon  his  arrival  in  England  with 
the  Lord  Wotiony  was  received  with  great  civility 
by  all  the  learned  men  and  perfons  of  diftin£lion, 
and  had  often  the  honour  of  converfing  with  the 
King  himfelf  (r) ;  and,  belides  his  prebend  of  CanUr* 
huryj  enjoyed  a  penGon  out  of  the  Exchequer  of  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  appears  from  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Packer^from  IVhitebaU^  to  Sir  Tbiimas  Edmondes^ 
of  the  17th  of  January  1610-11  (s)  I  in  which,  he 
likewife  obierves,  that  Cafauhon^  on  Cbriftmas  day, 
bad  received  the  communion  in  the  King^s  Chapel^ 
ibougb  be  underjtood  not  the  language.  And  that 
learned  man,  in  his  diary,  mentions  his  having  been 
admitted  to  the  communion  pridie  Non,  Jan.  x6ii, 
in  the  Church  of  England^  whofe  office  for  the  Sacra- 
ment he  had  carefully  confidered  the  day  before,  and 
highly  approved  of,  and  greatly  preferred  to  the 
manner  of  receiving  it  in  other  Churches.  Graiias 
tibiy  Dominfy  quod  bodie  ad  facram  menfam  fum  ad^ 
wiffuSy  fcf  corf  oris  Cbrifti  fanguinifque  faRus  fum 
particeps  in  Ecclefia  Anglicandy  cujus  formulam  beri 

{q)  Monfr.  de  Puifieax  to  Monfr.  dela  Bodene»Ptfri/  i%Dec^ 
1610.    Ibid  p.  266.  (r)  Ifaaci'Cafauboni  VitaiTbeodoro 

Janfon*  ab  Almeloveciif  p  53,54.     (t)  Sir  Tho,Edmmkj*9  MS. 
State-Papers,  Vol.  V|.  p  41 1, 
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diUgaftir  nrndimtt^  admidmn  fnhrVif  tf  ordinem 
AgifuU  miri  Jsnddvi  pr^  rea^  apud  uiios  cMfiu- 

The  Court  of  Franc t  wa^  now  difttadsd  with  die 
ftftiom  and  contefts  of  the  Great  Men^  of  which  Sir 
noffuu  EMond^s^s  letters  are  fulL  The  Prtnce  of 
CM/;Vifi  particular,  had  a  qitarre],  M  the  itcoiya- 
fmary  i6io-tty  with  the  Coiuic  de  Mjpm\  the 
Dukectf^  Guifi}dimng  with  the  Prince  his  brath^-in- 
bw,  mA  the  Prince  of  CdntfS  with  the  Count  hisr 
mde;  though  they  were  fboh  sfter,  m  fome  mea^ 
fiire,  reconciled.  ^*  It  was  by  many  ehonghc^  /a^j 
^^  Sir  Thomas  {v\  that  the  Ming  oat  of  cfwfe  hroils. 
^^  would  have  wrought  a  change  in  the  r^Iolution  of 
*^  the  caufe  of  the  IXike  of  5«^;  bun:,  after  the  zp- 
peafing  of  tbefe  difference*,  the  advert  party  went 
forward  with  their  defigns  againft  him ;  and  be* 
caule  he  had  made  offirr  to  refign  his  ptooe,  th^y 
*<  took  him  at  his  wordv  and  h^e  .befides  forced 
^  him  to  confent  to  yield  up  the  goTcrntnenc  of  the 
^^  BafiilUy  pretending  it  is  not  fit  he  (bould  have 
the  keeping  of  the  treafure,  feeii^  be  qnicteth  his 
pjace«  There  is  given  him  the  fecompoioey  whkh 
^^  he  demanded,  of  one  hundied  thouiand  oowm  ^ 
and  it  is  faid  aiib,  that:  he  hath  the  grant  of  a  Nfar- 
fhars  place.  But,  nocwithftanding  this  coloia:  of 
*'  favourable  difmiifion,  his  adverfaries  go  abom,  if 
oppofieion*  be  not  made  thereunto,  to  bring  fatm  in 
queftion  about  corruptions  committed  in  his  place. 
It  is  not  as  yet  refolved  to  what  perfons  tbe  charge 
of  the  Superintendency  of  the  Finances  IbalJ 
^*  be  j^)poimed,  wh^ein  the  Qiioeii  is  troubled 
^^  what  order  to  take  ^  fo^'  that  the  Princes  of  the 

•.  '  ^  .•  •  •      1 

(/)  Claroram  Viroram  Epiftolae  fingulares,  coU«£tore  Paulo 
CoIoflleiiOy  Ail  Caicem  edithuii  epiftol.  S.  Clementis  ad  Corinth. 
p.  3Ji.  tdk,  Lond.  1694.  {'v)  LtXX.tr  to  S\T  Ralph  WiitfivMl 

from  Pmrhs  ajd  ofjmuary  i6ro»  0.^.  Winwdod't  Memorials^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  253. 

"Blood 


r 

I  Engbmdi  Fraoce,  andBruikh.      335 

^  BlMd  wotiU  aflfofne  to  thcmfefa^es  the  chief  author 
**  my  thereof^  wluch  cannot  be  good  for  the  Queen 
^  CO  permit ;  and  (he  knoweth  not  almoft  whom  Co 
<^  fobrogaie  for  the  vvell  difcharge  of  that  piace. 
^^  The  Dake  of  SuUy  is  generally  accufed  by  all  hb 
^*  fipfendst  for  having,  out  of  weaknefs  of  courage, 
^^  yieMed  to  this  refignation,  otherwife  than  he  need-^ 
^  ed  CO  have  done;  for  that  he  was  promifed,  by 
^^  powerful  friends,  that  they  would  have  maintained 
^*  htm  agdnft  his  enemies.     But  it  is  faid,  he  go- 
^*  vcmed  Im  reibiutioDS  according  to  the  motions  of 
**  his  lutural  difpoiition,  which  hath  been  ob&rved 
**  CO  be  as  dejedted  in  adverfity,  as  it  is  too  much 
*^  raifed  inprofpency.     Notwith (landing  his  private 
^  imperfedions,  there  is  generally  great  difcontent- 
^^  ment  taken,  that  he  is  removed ;   for  that  he 
*^  hath  been  fo  profitable  a  fervaDt  to  the  State.'* 
lo  the  fame  letter  he  takes  notice,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris  was  much  bufied  in  examining  the  in« 
formations  of  a  woman,  /who  accufed  the  Duke 
J^Efpermn^  Mademdfelle  du  Tillety  and  the  Marquil^ 
de  Vemmlj  Hemj  IV.*s  mifbefs,  to  have  held  cof- 
refpondence  with  Ravaillac^  who  murdered   chat 
King.    And  that,  though  this  information  was  not 
held  true  in  the  main  point  of  it,  yet  (he  had  fpokeft 
'       '    with  fuch  probability  concerning  Ibme  other  acci"- 
dents,  as  made  the  judgment  c^  that  matter  to  bt 
hdd  in  fufpenfe,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of  xhd^ 
peribns. 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  in  his  next  letter  to  Sir 
Ralfb  fUnwoodj  on  the  7th  oi  February  i6io-»ii» 
O.  S.  (w\  obferves,  that,  after  a  long  dehberadon  for 
fittling  a  form  to  govern  the  afiairs  of  the  Finances^ 
it  was  reiblved,  that  the  Queen  (hould  hold  the  placf 
of  Surintendency  of  the  Finances  in  her  own  handf  1 
and  that  all  warrants  for  bufinc6  fliould  be  fig^i^  by 

(w)  Ibid.  p.  z^^ 
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herielf ;   but,  for  the  executioii  of  that  chai^,  the 
Prefident  Jeamin  was  made  Controller  General, 
and  Monfr.  de  Cbafieauneuf  and  the  Prefident  were 
joined  with  him,  to  be  his  affiilants  in  that  charge. 
Bcfidcs  which,there  were  other  three  former  officers, 
called  Meifieurs  de  MeaupeaUj  Arnauldy  and  jlltkbij 
who  were  Intendants.     ^^  The  Duke  de  Sulfyy  adds 
*^  he,  propofeth  nothing  elfe  to  himfelf  now,  than  ta 
^y  withdraw  himfelf  from  hence,  having  firft  made 
«^  a  journey  to  his  houfc  in  Normandfj  and  after^ 
*^  wards  he  intendeth  to  go  to  his  govemmenc  in 
♦^  PoWou.    And  to  the  end,  that  thofc  of  the  Reli^ 
*^  gion  (hould  take  no  alarm  at  the  removing' of 
*'  him,  there  have  been  letters  written  to  the  feveral 
*^  Provinces,   to  make  it  known,  that  it  was  the 
*'  Duke's  own  defire  to  be  difcharged  from  the  of- 
**  fice  of  the  Finances,  and  the  government  of  the 
^'  Baftilte^  and  chat  he  demanded  the  recompence 
'^  of  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns  for  the  iame. 
"  But,  for  the  contradi6tion  of  that  report,   there 
*^  runneth  abroad  a  letter  under  the  name  of  the 
•*  Duke,  as  written  to  the  Queen,  wherein  he  doth 
*^  very  much  accufe  the  proceeding,  which  hath  been 
*^  held  towards  him,  and  maketh  declaration  of  his 
^^  merit  towards  the  State :  which  letter  hath  much 
<^  difpleafed  the  Queeil*;  but  the  Duke  will  not  ac- 
knowledge^  that  it  was  written  by  his  confent, 
though  it  was  the  pen  of  his  Secretary."  He  fay^ 
Itkewife,  that,  upon  the  report  of  the  Duke  of  Savay^s 
preparing  to  befiege  Geneva ;  it  had  been  reiblved, 
by  the  Court  of  Francey  to  dtfpatch  Monfr.  de  Bar^ 
rault  to  him  ^th  Commiflion,  firft  to  thank  the 
Duke  for  the  kind  office,  which  he  had  rendered  to 
the  King  and  Queen,  in  fending  to  vifit  them^  and 
to  condole  with  them  for  the  death  of  the  late  King  $ 
and  fecondly^  to  acquaint  the  Duke  with  the  alarm, 
which  the  people  of  Geneva,  and  the  Swi/sj  took  of  his 
purpofe  to  enterprizc^aioft  them ;  who,  being  the  al« 
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Hcs  of  the  Crown  of  France^  the  Quten  was  bound  to 
undertake,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  protcftion  of  them ;  and 
therefore  to  defire  the  Duke,  that  he  would  take  away 
the  occafions  of  thofc  lulpicions,  by  the  difcharging 
of  his  forces    And,  thirdly,  to  defire  the  Duke,  that 
he  would  be  content  to  defer  the  concluding  the 
contraft  of  marriage  with  Madame,  bccaufe  it  did 
not  ftand  with  the  commodity  of  their  affairs  as  yet 
to  difpatch  the  fame.     Upon  this  alarm  taken  of 
the  befieging  of  Geneva^  Monfr.  de  la  Noue  was  lent 
to  affift  for  the  defence  of  -that  city  -,  arid  the  Qiieert 
promifed,  that  (he  would  fend  an  army  for  the  fuc- 
couring  of  it,  .in  cafe  it  fliould  be  befieged;  and 
Monfr.  de  Betbunej  and  fome  others,  oflFercd  (if  there 
Ihould  be  need)  to  put  themfelves,  with  voluntary 
companies,  into  the  town.     But  the  EmbafTador  of 
Savoy  protefted,  that  his  Mafter  intended  no  fuch 
thing ;  and  that  the  raifing  of  this  report  was  a  prac-^ 
tice,   to  put  his  Mafler  into  an  ill  opinion  with  the 
Court  ox  France^  in  order  to  make  it  a  pretence  for 
deferring  the  concbifion  of  the  marriage^  to  which 
they  toere  fo  Jirilily  bounds  both  by  the  contrails  of 
the  laft  King,  and  by  the  often /eiterated  promifes  of 
the  ^3ifin  Regent Jince :  Wlicli  indeed,  fays  Sir  Tho*- 
mas  Fsamondes,  is  the  true  caufe,  to  the  end  to  enter- 
tain  the  offers  of  Spain  ;  for  of  the  befieging  of  Gc- 
n^a  there  is  no  appearance* 

Mn  Sandfordy  who  had  been,  as  was  obfervcd 
above^  Sir  ^Thomas  Edmondes*s  chaplain  at  Bruffels^ 
being  engaged  to  attend,  in  the  fame  capacity.  Sir 
John  Digby,  afterwards  Earl  of  Brijlol,  in  his  Em-' 
bafly  into  Spain,  fent  Sir  Thomas  his  Entrance  to  the 
Spanifli  Tongue,  which  he  had  juft  printed,  for  the  ule 
ot  the  Embaflfador's  company,  at  London,  in  4to.  and 
informed  him,  by  a  letter  from  thence  on  the  6th  of 
March  1610-1 1  Cx^,  of  Sir  John  Digiy*^  intention  of 

{x)  Sir  Th,  Edmondish  MS.  Statc-Papcn,  Vol  VI.  p.  416. 
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fending  his  family  to  Spain  by  fea^  and  pafllng  with 

his  Lady  through  France:  "  And  indeed,  yiyj  bti 

there  is  great  reafon  for  it ;  for  in  her  fafecy,  and 

her  young  fon's,  is  (hipped  the  greateit  ftay  of  our 

prcfent  fortunes,  the  eftate,  which  Sir  John  doth 

now  enjoy  by  her,  being  fee  at  twelve  hundred 

pounds  by  the  year ;    her  fon  alio  being  a  tender 

child,  and  the  lad  of  his  name  in  England^  who^ 

♦'  if  he .  fhouki  fail,  his  fair  .eftate  would  clean  be 

^^  difTipated :  I'  might  add  alfo,  his  eldeft  brother 

"  Sir  Robert  Digby^s  heir,  that  is  to  be  baron  of  la 

^'  Faile  in  Ireland^  befides  his  father's  inheritance 

*'  here  in  England.^^     Sir  John  Digby  accordingly 

took  his  journey  through  France^  and  from  Sebafiian 

wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondesj  on  the  8  th  of  Mtiy 

i0ii(y)'9  and  afterwards,  corre^onded .  with  him 

when  he  came  to  Madrid^  where  he  arrived  on  the 

6th  of  June  (z). 

Mr.  George  Cahert  was  another  of  Sir  Thomas 
Edmondes^s  correfpondents.       He   returned   from 
France  in  the  beginning  ^^ March  i6ro-ii  ^  and, 
on  the  7th  of  that  month,  wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  a  let- 
ter from  London^  in  which  he  obferved  {a) :  "  The 
Bilhop  of  London  [Jhboi'jy  hy  a  ftrong  north  wind 
coming  out  of  Scotland^  is  blown  over  the  Thames 
to  Lambeth^  the  King  having  pcofeiied  to  the  K- 
(hop  himfelf,  as  alio  to  the  Lords  of  his  Council* 
that  it  is  neither,  the  refpe6b  of  his  learning,  his 
wifdom,  nor  his  fincerity  (although  he  is  well 
*'  perfoaded  there  is  not  anyone  of  them  wanting  in 
thim)  that  hath  moved  him  to  prefer  him  before 
the  reft  of  his  fellows;  but  merely  the  recommcn* 
**  dation  of  his   faithful  fervant  Dunbar^    that  is 
^  dead^  whofe  fuit,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Rlhop,  he 

(y)  Ibid..  Vol.  VII.  p.  144.        («)  Ibid.  p.  263.         W  Sir 
ibcnuu  Edmondcf^M,^,  Stajc-Pifpers,  VoL  VI. p.  43Z. 
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**  cannot  forget,  nor  will  not  fuflfer  to  lofe  his  in- 
**  tendon.  "  Mn  Calvert  adds,  that  Sir  Henry 
Wotton^  who  arrived  a  few  days  before,  went,  the 
day  before  the  date  of  his  letter,  to  the  King  at  Roy^ 
ften ;  wbtcb  is  thefirfi  accefs  be  hath  bad.  He  is 
toeilufedy  as  lunderftand^  and  bis  fpirits  almoft  come 
to  tbeir  rigbtplace^  and  fettled.  The  beginning  of  tbis 
next  mentb  Sir  John  Digby  begins  bis  Journey. 

Mr.  Calvert^  who  was  born  at  Kypling  in  the  Cha- 
pcJry  of  Boltm  in  Terkflrire^  and  educated  in  Trinity 
College  in  Oxford^  had  been  Under- fecretary  to  Sir 
Robert  Cecily  principal  Secretary  of  State,  by  whofc 
means  he  was  made  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Coun- 
cil. In  161 7  he  was  knighted  by  King  James  I  {a). 
and,  on  the  i^^oi  February  161 8- 19,  made  Secre- 
tary of  State  (b) ;  which  poll  he  held  till  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1624,  when,'  having  been  thought 
greatly  devoted  to  theSpaniJb  intereft,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  remove  him  from  all  employments ; 
which  threw  liim  into  great  difcontent ;  and  as  de- 
Jperatie  facit  monacbum^  fo  he  profefled  himfelf,  for 
the  third  time,  a  Papifi^  and  had  leave  to  refign  his 
Secretary's  place  to  Sir  Albertus  Morton  for  three 
thouland  pounds  {c)  \  and,  on  the  i6th  of  February 
1624.-5,  was  created  Baron  Baltimore  in  Ireland  (d). 

The  King's  favourite.  Sir  Robert  Carr^  was,  in  the 
beginning  df  the  year  1611,  advanced  to  the  tide  of 
Baron  of  Branfpetb^  and,  on  the  0th  of  Jpril^  to  that 
of  Vifcount  of  Rocbejierj  and  the  next  month  in- 
ibdled  Knigbt  of  tbe  Garter  (f ).  He  was  bom  near 
Edinburgh^  had  been  page  to  his  Majefty,  while  he 
was  King  of  Scots,  and  was  afterwards  knighted  by 
him,  and  became  Gentleman  of  his  Bed-chamber, 

{a)  Wftod,  Athcn.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  col.  56 j.  (^)  Camdeni 

Annales  Regis  Jacobi  I.  p.  41 .  {c)  Archbilhop  Ahhot  to  Sir 

Timnas  /?tff,  from  Lamheth^  30th  March  1625.    ^^  Tbtmas  Rof"* 
Negotiations  witk  the  Grand -^'gnor,  p.  372.  {J)  JVood^ 

«hi  (upra.  (/)  Camdeni  Annales  Regis  Jacobi  I.  p.  8. 
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and,  upon  the  Earl  of  Duniar*s  dtuh  in  1610,  Lord 
Treafurcr  of  Scotland  (f).  His  chief  friend  was  the 
unfortunate  Sir  Thomas  Overbuty^  who  had  been 
knighted,  by  his  recommendation,  in  1608,  and 
was  Sewer  to  the  King  *,  and  being  now,  as  Mr.  George 
Calvert  wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondesy  frata  London^ 
on  die  6th  of  May  1611  (g)j  the  Lord  Viicount  Ro^ 
chefter's  onfy  favourite^  by  his  Lordfhip's  means,  pro^ 
cured  a  reverfion  of  the  office  of  Treafurer  of  the  Cbam^ 
her  after  the  L^ri  Stanhope :  j^nd  I  bear^  adds  Mr. 
Calvert  J  that  of  my  late  Lord  Vif count  Rochefter  batb 
been  dealing  with  my  Lord  Stanhope  to  have  the  fof- 
fejfion  of  it  for  Overbury  at  midfummer  next  \  which 
precipitation  my  Lord  Stanhope  mijlikes^  though  it  be 
in  his  power  to  keep  or  part  withal. 

Cafauhon^  notwithftanding  his  advantageous  fettle- 
ment  in  England^  was  not  long  fatisfied  with  ic^ 
which  occafioned  Sir  Dudley  Carleton  to  write  from 
Venice  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmpndes^  on  the  25th  of  June 
1 6  L I ,  in  thefe  fevere  terms  {h):  "  1  am  forry  Mr.  Ca- 
^'  faubon^  or  rather  his  wife,  doth  not  ktiow  when  (he 
^'  is  well.  The  conditions  he  hadi  in  England  arc 
^'  fuch» '  that  fome  principal  fcholars  of  Germaaey^ 
^^  which  are  as  well  and  better  at  home  than  he  in 
*'  France^  would  think  themfelves  happy  to  have  j 
^'  and  fo  have  I  underftood  from  them  fince  my 
^'  coming  hither.  If  ever  he  turn  his  religion,  we 
*'  fhall  fee  him  a  wrc^:ched  contemptible  fellow,  or 
^^  elfe  I  am  a  falfe  prophet/'  Cafaubon  indeed  appears^ 
from  his  letters,  not  to  have  been  pleafed  with  the 
manners  of  the  Englifh ;  and  in  one  to  Tbuanus^ 
from  London^  of  the  9th  of  November  161  a,  he 
complins,   that  thofe,   who  were  acquainted  with 

(f)  ArchbiQiop  Spoti/wooiTs  Hiftory  of  the  Charch  of  5«/- 
tanti^  L.  vii.  p.  5 1 6.  and  Jrthur  H^il/on$  Life  of  King  James  I. 

P-  54»  S5»  «^i*-  ^^  *^S3»  ^^^*  (g)  Sir  Th§.  Edmmules*^ 

MSt  State-Papers,  Vol.  VII.  p.  1 22.         \b)  Ibid,  p;  273. 
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him  before  he  came  to  Englandj  now  treated  him  as 
a  pcrfeft  ftranger,  and  took  not  the  Icaft  notice  of 
him  by  converfatton  or  letter.  Ego  mans  Anglo- 
rum  non  capio:  quofcunque  ipfe  babui  notes  priufquam 
buc  venirem^jam  ego  illis  fum  ignotuSy  veri  peregrinus^ 
harbarus :  nemoillorum  me  vel  verbulo  appellate  op- 
pellatusjilet(i). 

The  Court  of  France  ftill  continued  a  fcene  of 
diflenfion  ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  wrote  to  Sir 
Ralph  Winwood^  from  Paris^  on  the  19th  of  De- 
cember i6i\  (*),"  that  that  city  had  been  in  ftrong 
expedation  (ince  the  arrival  of  Count  de  Soijfonsj 
that  his  high  difcontentments  would  have  brought 
forth  great  innovation  in  that  Court ;  for  that  to  re- 
venge himfelf  upon  the  Chancellor  (whom  he  ac- 
cufed  of  having  been  the  chief  inilrument  of  doing 
him  rll  offices  with  the  Queen,  and  having  hindered 
him  from  receiving  fatisfa£tion  in  his  demands)  he 
menaced  no  lefs  than  the  depoling  of  him,  in  regard 
of  the  great  corruptions,  with  which  he  charged  him 
in  the  exercife  of  his  place :  That  this  very  much 
troubled  and  perplexed  the  Queen,  fince  fhe  found, 
that  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Conjiable  adhered 
to  the  Count ;  and  thereupon  fhe  had  recourfe  to 
the  houfe  of  Guife^  to  be  afliftcd  by  them,  in  cafe 
theCount^sthreatenings  ihould  have  broke  forth  into 
adion.  "  But  there  never  was,  continues  Sir  Tho- 
**  mas,  any  opinion,  that  it  would  prove  any  diing 
^*  elie  but  a  French  boutade^  as  it  hath  fallen  out ; 
^^  for  that  fome  days  flnce  there  was  a  reconciliation 
^*  made  between  the  Queen  and  the  Count  Soijfons^ 
**  and  there  is  labouring  alfo  to  efFeft  the  like  be- 
**  tween  him  and  the  Chancellor.  The  Count  doth 
♦*  exceedingly  invdgh  againft  the  malcing  of  the  mar- 

(1)  Ifaac.  Ca/avloni  Epiftol.  DCCCXLI.  p.  506.  ^t;  Raterc- 
dmrni  1709,  fol.  .  (i)  Winwood'i  Memoruds,  VqI.  III.  p. 
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**  riages  with  S^aiir,  faying,  that  as  the  Queeh  and 
•'  the  Minifters  of  State  had  no  power  to  conclude 
* '  the  faid  marriages  during  the  minority  of  the  King  ; 
^^  fo  he  held  it  for  a  certain*  maxim,  that  it  is  im* 
^*  poflible  for  the  State  to  litre  in  good  intelligeiioe 
**  with  that  of  Spain  5  and  therefore  to  give  difcon* 
**  tentment  by  thefe  alliances  to  the  State  of  England^ 
**  and  the  United  Provinces ^  was  direftly  to  deprive 
**  the  Sute  of  their  moft  affured  allies.  But  of  thefe 
*•  things  the  great  men  heire  do  fpeak  the  more 
*'  feelingly  for  their  own  intereft  fake,  becaufe  they 
"  find,  that  the  Queen  hath  ftrengthcned  herfelf  with 
*'  the  alliance  of  Spain^  to  the  end  to  have  the  better 
*•  means  to  bridle  them/'  In  the  fame  letter  Sir  ^bamas 
takes  notice  of  a  great  misfortune  of  the  Prefidcnt 
Jeannin^  who  had  the  day  before  loft  his  only  fon  in 
a  duel  with  one  of  Queen  Margaret^s  followers^  upon 
a  quarrel  about  a  gentlewoman,  who  belonged  to 
that  Queen ;  for  which  accident  the  Queen  Regent 
and  the  whole  Court  went  to  condole  with  the  Prefi* 
dent. 

An  alliance  had  been  forming,  for  fbme  months 
paft,  between  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spainj  by 
a  double  marriage,  between  Lezeiis  XIII.  and  Jtme 
of  Aufiria^ .  the  Infanta  of  Spdn  \  and  between  JE/ir- 
zabetb  of  France^  that  King's  eldeft  fitter,  and  PbiUp 
Prince  of  Spain^  afterwards  Philip  IV.  but  the  mat* 
ter  had  been  kept  fccret  till  the  i6th  of  January 
161 1-12  (l)y  when  the  Queen  Regent  of  France  zf- 
fembled  at  the  Louvre  all  the  Princes  and  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  condufion 
of  thofe  marriages.  '*  This  manner  of  proceeding, 
**  fays  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  (w),  was  found  fome* 

(/)  Memoires  concemant  les  Affaires  dc  France  fous  la  Re- 
gcBce  de  Marie  dc  Medicis,  Tom.  I.  p.  84.  cdi^de  la  Hajeiyzo. 
(«)  Letter  to  Sir  R^Jph  fFifrwoo^,  from  Parity  i  g  Jatruofy  1 6  li^ 
O.  S   frinwsod's  iM^monals,  Vol.  III.  p.  32/. 
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^  what  (Irange,  that  (he  ohly  imparted  unto  them 
*^  what  Hie  had  refolved  and  concluded  in  that  bufi- 
••  nefs,  without  having  either  before  or  now  de- 
manded their  opinions  concerning  that  important 
aAion.  Many  of  them  did  approve  of  it  as  a  ye- 
**  ry  happy  work ;  but  the  Princes  of  the  blocd, 
^  and  Ibme  others,  anfwered,  that  though  the  mar- 
riages were  not  to  be  mifliked  for  themfelves,  yet, 
notwithftanding  that,  there  ought  be  great  care 
taken  fo  to  aflure  their  friendfliip  with  their  other 
allies,  as  that  the  jealoufy,  which  they  may  con- 
ceive by  reafon  of  thefe  marriages,  may  not  be  an 
•*  occafion  to  weaken  the  amity  between  them." 

The  publication  of  thefe  marriages  was  performed 
at  PariSy  the  2  5th  of  March- 1 6 1 2 ,  with  great  Solem- 
nity ;  but  Sir  Thomas Edmondes  obferves  (»),  that  tbo^ 
the  Court  was  txceeding  great  for  the  nambery  yet  there 
was  not  any  the  leaji  applaufe  given  to  fo  gnat  an 
i^ion.  They  would  have  been  glad  to  have  then  pro- 
ceedid  to  thejtgnit^  of  the  contrast ;  but  it  is  faid 
they  are  forced  to  defer  the  fame  by  reafon  of  the  ab^ 
fence  ef  the  Princes  of  the  bloody  who  fhould  concur  im 
that  aSion ;  the  Count  de  SoiJfonSj  in  particular, 
having  left  Paris  two  days  before  the  publication  of 
the  marriages. 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon^  with  vfhomS\r  Thomas  had 
for  many  years  kept  a  very  ftridk  correlpondence,  was 
now  appointed  Embaffador  Extraordinary  to£»g/tf»^/J 
in  order  to  acqu^nt  King  J^iw^i  with  the  double  mar- 
riages, and  to  allay  the  jealoufy,  which  might  be  occa- 
fioned  by  them ;  and  to  alTure  his  Majefty,  that, 
notwithftanding  this  new  alliance  with  Spain j  the 
Queen  Regent  of  France  would  be  always  ready  to 
mainuin  with  him  the  fame  ftriftnefs  of  amity, which 
was  between  Henry  IV.  and  him ;  and  that,  for  this 

{n)  Letter  to  Sir  Ralfb  ffimjuooJ,  from  Paris,  26  March  16 1 2, 
O.  S.  Ibid  p.  349.  ,  V 
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purpofe,  {he  would  join  both  means  and  counfds 
with  him  for  mamuining  of  the  States  General,  and 
the  affairs  of  Geffnany^  efpecially  in  that  criQs  of  the 
eleftion  of  a  new  Emperor.    He  was  inftrufted  like- 
wife  to  treat  of  the  debt  due  from  France  to  the 
King,  and  to  contraft  a  marriage  between  Henry 
Prince  of  IFales^  and  Cbrijline  the  fecond^  daughter 
of  France  \  for  which  purpoie  he  was  to  offer  the 
fame  fum,  which  had  been  given  with  Madame  to  the 
to  the  Prince  of  5^4/», which  was  500,000  Crowns  (^^. 
The  Duke  was  likewife  charged  to  complain  of  King 
James's  having  entered  into  the  league  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Princes  in  Germany  againft  the  Catholic  Reli* 
^on  ;  and  to  procure,  that  the  rigour  of  the  laws  in 
England  againft  the  Catholics  of  that  country  might 
be  moderated ;  a  pomt,  which  the  Pope  had  eictreme** 
ly  at  heart,  and  for  which  he  had  recourle  to  the 
Queen  Regent's  interceflion.     LafUy,  the  Duke  had 
exprefs  orders  to  get  that  King  to  diiapprove  the 
eonduft  of  the  Calvinijis  in  their  aflfembly  at  Saumur 
the  laft  year.    Thefe  three  laft  inftruSions  were  cet^ 
tainly  very  flrange  ones  to  be  undertaken  by  a  Cal^ 
viniftj  a9  the  Duke  was;  but  he. performed  them 
with  an  exadbncfs  fuitable  to  the  charafter  of  an  Em- 
baflador  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Prince  (p)  ;  and  at  the 
iame  time  fucceeded  in  his  own  defign  of  negodat* 
ing  a  niarriage  between  the  young  Eleftor  Palatin^^ 
his  nephew,    and  the  Princcfs  Elizab^b  of  E»g^ 
land  (q). 

The  Duke  {tt  forward  from  Paris  upon  his  jour- 
ney for  England  about  the  middle  of  April  i6iz\ 
and  arrived  at  London  the  26th,  as  appears  from  a 
letter  written  the  next  day,  from  fVbitehall^  by  WiU 
Um  Earl  Qi  Pembroke  to  S\xfbomns  Edmgv4cs^  who 

(0)  Mr. Siauliek  to  Mr,  Trumlu/I,  from  Paris,  iSJfriIi6i2, 
O  S,  Ibid.  p.  35^.  {p)  Marfollicr,  Hift.  dc  Due  dc  Bouil- 

)pn,  Tom.  II.  L,  vi.  f.  271,  37^.  edit.  Parij  1710.         {g)  Ibid^ 
p.  370,  ^d  38?. 
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had  recommended  his  Lordlhip  to  the  Duke's  friend- 
ihip  (r).  **  You  did  me,  fays  the  Earl^  a,  great  deal 
**  of  honour  in  naming  me  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^ 
**  and  in  ieeking  to  make  an  inward  corrcfpondency 
**  between  us  ;  which  Ihall  be  by  me  moll  willingly 
*'  embraced,  becaufe  I  aflure  myfelf,  he  is  fincerely 
^*  afFeftcd  to  the  good  of  religion  in  general,  and  in 
*'  particular  to  his  Majefty's  honour  and  fertrice  5  and 
♦'  therefore  will  omit  no  opportunity,  that  may  give 
*'  furtherance  •  unto  it.  For  your  own  particular^ 
**  affurc  yourfelfy  that  I  am  the  fame  man  you  left 
**  me ;  and  the  love  I  bore  you,  1  bear  ftill  ;  which 
**  fliall  ever  employ  itfelf,  to  the  beft  of  my  power, 
*•  to  procure  you  a  worthy  reward  for  fo  many  great 
^^  and  punful  fervices ;  and  I  doubt  not,  if  God 
**  fend  my  Lord  Treasurer  to  recover  his  perfeft 
^^  health,  to  work  fo  with  him,  as  you  ihall  have 
**  no  caufe  to  think  you  have  unworthily  placed  your 
••  affe^ion  upon  me.  He  is  this  day  going  to  Ken- 
^^Jhgfony  and  fo  onward  to  the  Batbj  with  as  many 
•*  hopeful  figns,  as  is  poffible  for  any  to  have  in  fo 
^^  dangerous  a  ficknefs ;  and,  which  is  beft,  he  is 
♦*  very  confident  of  himfelf :  yet  i  cannot  fay  he  is 
•*paft  all  danger.'* 

Mn  R.  Kyrkbamy  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Trea- 
liirer,  had  promifed  Sir  Thomas  Edmcndes  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  fuch  particulars,  as  he  fhould  learn' 
concerning  the  Duke  of  BouilUn's  negotiation  in' 
England ;  and  accordingly  wrote  him  a  letter  on  the 
id  of  May  16 12  (s)  -,  but  obferved,  that  he  knew  fo 
little  thereof,  in  regard  the  Duke  treated  always 
with  the  King  alone,  and  not  with  any  of  t^e  Lords 
of  the  Council,  *^  as  I  confefs,  fays  he^  I  can  give 
**  you  but  little  fatisfaftion  therein.  The  Duke  had 
*«  often  conference  with  his  Majefty,  and  did  deliver 

(r)  Sir  notnas  Edsnondti^  MS.  Sutc-Pap^s,Vol,  VII.  p.  588. 
(s)  Ibid.  p.  644. 
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•*  to  him  fundrf  mcinorials^^the  dFcdt  whereof  wat 
*'  to  give  his  Majefty  an  account  of  their  Procced- 
*^  ing$  with  Spain 'j  and  how  much  they  de(ired,  not* 
^^  withftanding  thefe  new  alIiaDce$,  to  continue  ftill 
^^  their  ancient  amity,  both  with  his  Majefty^  and  with 
**  other  Princes  and  States-  For  the  matter  of  the 
^^  debt,  1  tlunk  there  was  little  fpeeoh  thereof,  (bas 
*'  }t  refts  in  the  fanie  terms  as  before,  to  be  tranf- 
*^  fenred  upon  the  Sutes.  The  Duke  hath,  as  I 
**  hear,  been  very  earned  in  the  overture  for  a  matdi 
*♦  between  the  Prince  and  the  Lady  Cbrijiine ;  but  I 
^'  know  not  with  what  fuccefs.  He  was  likewi/e 
eameft,  that  there  might  be  a  concurrency  and  equal 
proceeding  between  the  two  Crowns,  in  the  af- 
•*  fairs  which  concern  thf  United  Provinces^  fo  as 
**  there  might  be  no  jealouly  of  feeking  a  particular 
*^  intereft  in  them,  which  would  be  an  occafion  of 
^'  making  onp  party  to  forlake  them.  Whereupon  it 
**  is  thought  fit,  that  there  fhall  be  a  correfpondency 
^^  between  the  Minifters  of  either  Kingdom,  and 
^^  that  they  fhall  communicate  fuch  occurrences  and 
*^  counfels,  as  concern  the  States.  For  the  matters 
of  Germany^  he  did  reprefent  unto  his  Majefty 
how  neceflary  it  was  to  hinder  and  prevent  the 
greatnefs  of  the  houie  of  Auftria :  And  that  his 
^  jMajefty  might  be  advertifed,  from  time  to  time, 
^^  of  fuch  things,  as  happened  amongft  thofe  Princes, 
^^  he  did  particularly  recommend  unto  him  Mr.  Die- 
kenfon^  who  is  now  employed  at  Dujfeld^p^  as 
a  perfon  fit  to  refide  at  Heidelberg^  or  ibme  other 
•*  convenient  place,  for  that  purpofe." 

While  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  was  in  Englandy  S\x 
fbomas  Edmondes  loft  his  great  friend  and  patron, 
the  Earl  of  Salijbwjy  L<ord  High  Treafurer,  who 
died  of  a  lingering  illnefs,  which  at  laft  turned  to  a 
fcurvy  and  dropfy,  at  Marlborough  in  fViltjhirej  in 
return  from  Baiby  on  Sunday  the '  a4th  of  May 
16x2. 
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The  Earl  of  Dorfeij  fon  of  his  prcdcccffor,  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmmies  (t),  fpeaks  with  fomc 
feverity  of  his  memory.  FFben  great  men  die^  fays 
he,  fucb  is  either  their  dcfert\  or  the  malice  of  people^ 
cr  both  together y  as  commonly  they  are  ill  fpoken  of\ 
and  Jo  is  oncy  that  died  but  lately ;  more^  I  think j 
than  ever  aft/  one  was,  and  in  more  feveral  kinds : 
and  bis  death  hath  wiped  amay  the  memory  of  others 
m f deeds ^  and^  aS  it  were,  extinguijhed  their  fault s^ 
his  beings  if  not  gr eater ^  yet  -  frefher  in  every  man^s 
mouth  and  memory.  But  it  will  be  but  juftice  to  the 
character  of  fo  eiftinent  a  perfdn-as  the  Earl  of' Salif- 
buryy  to  conlider  him,  as  he  now  appears  to  us  from 
fuller  and  more  impartial  %hts,  than  the  ignorance 
or  epvy  of  his  pwn  time  would  admit  of ;  and  which 
may  be  oppofed  to  the  general  invedlives  and  nnfup* 
ported  libds  of  ff^eldon  and  Wilfony  the  f:andak>us 
chroniclers  of  tho  bft  age* 

He  was  efvidently  a  •  man  of  quicker,  parts,  and 
a  more  f{Hrited  writer  and  fpeaker,  than  his 
father,  to  whofe  experience .  he  was  at  the  fame 
^e  obliged  for  his  education  and  introduAion 
into  public  bufinefs,  in  the  management  of  which 
be  was  accounted,  and  perhaps  juftly,  more  fub- 
tie,  and  lefs  open^  And  this  opinion  of  his  biafs 
to  arti6<^  and  diffimulation  was  greatly  owiog  to 
the  Angular  addnsfi,  which  he  fhewed  in  penetrating 
into  the  fecrets  and  rcfcrved  powCTs  of  the'  foreign 
M^iifters,  with  whom  he  tncated ;  .land  in  evading, 
with  uncommon  dexterity,  fuch  points,  as'  they 
prciled,  when  it  was  not  convenient  to  gilre  them  too 
e:^plicit  an  anfwer* 

His  corrtfpondence  with  King  JameSy  during  the 
life  of  Queen  EHzabetby  was  fo  clofety  and  aitfuHy 
managed,  that  he  efcaped  a  difcovery,  which  would 
have  ruined  his  intereft  with  his  Royaf  Miftrcfs,  tho* 

(r)  From  Dorfit-boufiy  ti  Jtmiidiz,  Ibid.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  61. 
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he  afterwards  jviftified<  that  corrcfpondcncc  from  a 
regard  to  her  fcrvicc.     **  For  what,  fays  be  *,  could 
**  more  quiet  the  expedation  of  a  focceflbr,  fo  many 
*'  ways  mvited  to  jealbufy,  than  when  he  fkw  her 
'*  miniftry,  that  were  moft  inward  with  her,  wholly 
**  bent  to  accommodate  the  prelent  actions  of  Statefor 
**  his  future  laf5ety,  when  God  fhould  fee  his  time?" 
He  was  properly  a  fole  Minifter,  though  not  under 
the  denomination  of  a  favourite,  his  Mafter  having 
a  much  greater  awe  of  than  love  for  him ;  and  he 
drew  ail  bufmeis,  both  foreign  and  domeflic^  inta 
his  own  hands,  and  fuffercd  no  Minifters  to  be  em- 
ployed abroad,  but  who  were  his  dependents,  and 
with  whom  he  kept  a  moft  conftant  and  exaft  cor- 
refpondence  :    but  the  men,  whom  he  preferred  to 
fuch  employments,  juftified  his  choice,  and  did  cre- 
dit 9>  the  ufc  he  made  of  his  power.    He  appears 
to  have  been  invariably  attached  to  the  true  intcreft 
of  his  country,  being  above  corruption  from,  or  de- 
pendence upon,  any  foreign  Courts ;  which  rendcis 
it  not  at  all  furprifing,  that  he  fhould  be  abufed  by 
them  all  in  their  turns ;  as  his  attention  to  all  the 
motions  of  the  Popifh  fadtion  made  him  equally 
odious  to  them.    He  fully  undcrftood  the  Ef^li/b 
conftitution,  and  the  juft  limits  of  the  prerogative  ; 
and  prevented  the  fatal  confcquences,  which  might 
have  arifcn  from  the  frequent  diiputes  between  King 
James  L  and  his  Parliaments.    In  fhort,  he  was  as 
good  a  Minifter,  as  that  Prince  would  fuflfcr'him  to 
be,  and  as  was  confift^nt  with  his  own  fecurity  in 
a  faftious  and  comipt  Court ;  and  he  was  evcnnegli* 
gent  of  his  perfonal  fafety,  whenever  the  intcreft  of 
the  public  was  at  ftake.     His  poft  of  Lord  Trea- 
furcr,  at  a  time  when  the  Exchequer  was  cxhaufted 

•  Letter  to  Sir  Hmy  W^ttm^  29  hhrch  1608.    Letters  of 
the  ^idnty  family.  Vol.  II  p  3  26, 
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by  the  King's  boundleis  profufion,  was  attended  with 
infinite  trouble  to  him,  in  concerting  fchemes  fdi" 
raifing  the  fupplies ;   and  the  manner  in  which  he 
was  obliged  to  raife  them,  with  the  great  fortune, 
which  he  accumulated  to  himfelf,  in  a  meafure  be- 
yond perhaps  the  vifible  profits  of  his  places,  expo- 
fed  him  to  much  detraction  apd  popular  clamour, 
wluch  followed  him  to  his  grave ;  though  experience 
ihewed,  that  the  nation  fuftained  an  important  lofs 
by  his  death ;    fince  he  was  the  only  Minifter  of 
State  of  real- abilities  during  the  whole  courle  of  that 
Rdgn.     He  has  been  thought  too  fevere  and  vin- 
diftive  in  the  treatment  of  his  rivals  and  enemies : 
but  the  part,  which  he  aded  towards  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
fex^  feems  intirely  the  reiult  of  his  duty  to  his  MiP- 
creis  and  the  Nation.    It  muft,  however,  be  confelP 
ed,  that  his  behaviour  towards  the  great,  but  unfor* 
tunate  Sir  fFalter  Ralegh  is  an  imputation  upon  him, 
wluch  (till  remains  to  be  cleared  up ;    and  it  proba- 
bly may  be  done  from  the  ample  Memorials  of  his 
adminiftration  in  the  Hatfield  Library,  which,  with 
thofe  of  his  illuftrious  Father,  are  a  treafure,  which 
the  public  has  reaibn  to  regret  Ihould  be  longer  con- 
fined there. 

The  poft  of  Lord  Treafurer  was  kept  vacant  for 
above  two  years,  when  Thomas  Howard  Earl  of  5«/- 
felk  was  advanced  to  it  *  :  But  the  fecret  of  affairs 
came  immediately  into  the  hands  of  the  King's  &- 
vQurite,  the  Lord  Vifcount  Rochefter ;  who,  fays  Sir 
Thomas  Lake^  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes 
from  the  Court  at  Amptbill^  23d  July  16 12  (v)y 
^^  groweth  potent  in  affairs  here  \  and  therefore  you 
*'  fliall  do  wifely  to  refpcft  him  thereafter.  He 
hath  now  the  Signets  delivered  to  him,  which, 
fince  the  Lord  Treafurer' s  death,  have  remained 
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*'  with  me  by  way  of  cuftody^  as  ^ey  did  in  Us 
^^  Hcknefs^  and  have  done  often  before  in  his  ab- 
^^  fence. '  But  this  maketh  much  difcourfe  heie, 
«*  what  his  Lordihip*s  ends  may  be/*  Mr.  Raw- 
land  ff^hyte  writes  to.  the  fame  purpofe  to  Sir  S'bth 
tnas  from  the  Coqrt  at  J/biy^  the  Lord  CmiMo^s 
houfe,  on  the  3o(h  of  the  fame  month  {w\  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  Lord  Rockier  ^'  kcepeth  all  the  Signet* 
^^  feals,  and  makes  daily  difpatches  into  all  pares,  as 
**  the  King's  fcrvice  requires  it  ;  and  moft  difpatches 
^'  are  addreflcd  unto  Urn  from  all  parts.  The  doo 
^^  quecsfpr  all  things,  that  muit  pais  the  figpet, 
are  brought .  to  his  Honour  to  be  aUowed  of  as 
they  be  difpatched.  It  is  thought,  that  his  Ho- 
npuc.  will  be  one  of  the  principal  Secrecaries»  and 
•*  fome  other,  that  he  ihalllike  of.'*  Mr.  George 
Calvert  likewife,  in  his  letter  from  fats  boufe  at  Cba^ 
ring-crefs  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  of  the  ift  of  Au- 
gufi  1612  (x)y  obierves,  that  it  was  then  abfolutdy 
uncertain,  who  fhould  be  promoted  to  the  office  of 
Secretary  ;  but  that  Sir  Henry  NeviSe  ftood  the  fair^ 
eft  for  it ;  and  fome  faid  alfo.  Sir  Ralph  IViimeod. 
Of  Trefory  fays  Jie^  point  encore^  parce  qi^il  n^y 
a  point  de  trefor.  The  King  is  in  progrefi,  and 
^'  we  are  too  far  from  the  Court  now  to  hear  ceroun- 
^^  ties ;  but  it  was  told  xxkc  yeilerday,  that  my  Lord 
*'  of  Pembroke  and  my  Lord  of  Racbefters^t  fo  far 
^^  out,  as  it  is  almoft  come  CD  a  quarrel.  I  know 
^^  not  how  true  this  is ;  but  Sir  fbemas  Overhfy 
and  my  Lord'of  Pembroke  have  been  long  jarring  \ 
and  therefore  the  other  is  likely.** 
About  this  time  one  Mr.  Turvile  went  over,  widi 
a  letter  of  recommendation  from  Archlnfliop  j&iot 
to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  dated  from  Croyden  31ft  of 
jfttly  161.2  (y)^  and  by  order  of  the  King,  to  print  in 

[iv]  Ibid.  p.  133.      ..(x)  Ibid,  p,  i^-j.        (j)  Ibid.  p.  141. 
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France  fomc  of  the  books  wiitten  by  his  Majefty, 
which  had  been  cranflated  into  French  by  that  Gentle- 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon  being  retunied  into  France 
on  the  3d  of  June  1612  (z\  Sir  Thomas  Edmandei 
had  foon  after  a  conference  with  him  at  FontainebUau^ 
of  which  he  wrote  the  King  the  following  account 
from  Paris  on  the  20th  of  that  month  {a\  They  dif- 
courfed  concerning  ^*  the  unhappy  divifion,  wluch  was 
^*  fallen  out  between  thofe  of  the  Religion ;  upon 
'^  which  the  Duke  protefteth,  that  he  defireth  nothing 
^^  more  for  the  common  good  of  that  caufe,  than 
^^  the  accommodanng  of  thefe  differences;    and 

to  that  end,  that  he  will  employ  his  beft  endea* 

vours,  forgctdng  any  thing,  that  may  concern  his- 
*^  private  intereft  %  in  which  defire  and  labour,  he  iaith, 
^^  that  Monfr.  d^ Efdiguieres  doth  alfo  flrongly  con- 
^^  cur  with  him.  But  they  both  do  complain  very 
<^  much  of  the  violent  carriage  of  Monfr.  de  Roban^ 
^^  and  his  dependents,  which  doth  not  only  hinder 
^^  the  union  of  their  body,  but  doth  alfo  put  him 
**  into  very  ill  predicament  with  the  State,  whereby 
^^  he  is  likely  to  run  a  great  hazard,  if  he  do  con^ 
*'  tinue  in  thofe  courfcs. 

**  The  Duke  faith,  that  there  can  be  no  good  re- 
<^  folutions  taken,  for  the  working  of  a  recondle* 
*^  ment,  till  it  ihall  be  feen,  what  effeds  the  Synod 
•*  df  Privas  will  bring  forth.  But  he  told  me,  that, 
*^  in  the  mean  time,  Monfr.  du  PleJ/is  is  negouating 
•'  under-hand  with  the  Minifters  of  State,  for  tlie 
^^  working  of  his  peace,  by  accuiing,  on  the  one 
*'  fide,  Monfr.  de  Rohan  to  be  too  violent ;  and  tax- 
**  ing,  on  the  other  fide,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  to 
•'  have  done  much  harm,  by  feeking  to  have  the 

{k)  Memoires  de  la  Regence  de  Marie  de  M^dtcis,  Vol.  I. 
p.  88.  (aj  Sir  Tio. BdmndeiiU^.  S.ttue-Papcrs,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  49. 
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**  principal  power  of  fwaying  thofe  mattere.  Arid 
^^  that  he  hath  further  made  offer  to  open  the  means 
*>  for  the  redrefs  of  thofe  inconveniences,  if  he  may 
<^  be  with  honour  called  hither.  But  the  Duke  con- 
«*  cciveth,  that  there  will  be  little  ufe  made  of  his 
«^  offers ;  for  that  they  do  here  neither  love  him,  nor 

"  truft  him. 

"  Secondly,  I  did  let  him  undcrftand  the  two  im- 
**  pediments  alleged  by  your  Majefty  againft  the 
**  propofed  match  between  the  Prince  his  Highnefs 
"  and  the  fecond  Daughter  of  irj»^^  5  namely,  the 
«*  inequality  of  their  years,  and  the  want  of  power 
•*  in  the  Queen  to  give  affurance  for  that,  which 
"  fhould  be  concluded  therein  during  the  King's 

«*  minority. He  faid,  that  the  great  Papa-- 

«*  lins  here  would  much  apprehend,  left  the  fending 
"  of  her  fo  young  into  England  might  be  an  occa- 
**  fion  to  make  her  the  more  eafily  wrought  upon 
*♦  for  the  change  of  her  Religion.     And  he  did  free- 
•*  ly  let  me  know,  that  he  thought  Monfr.  de  VilU- 
*^  roy  would  be  no  friend  to  the  concluding  of  this 
«^  match.    But,  as  I  faid  before,  he  did  aflure  me, 
**  that  the  Queen  did  very  much  affedt  the  lame ; 
**  and  he  prefumeth,  that  he  fhall  be  able,  by  the 
*«  authority  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  who  have 
**  affociated  themfelves  with  the  Officers  of   the 
**  Crown,  fo  to  check  Monfr.  de  FilUrcy*s  credit, 
•«  as  he  ftiould  be  no  impediment  thereunto.     For 
**  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  declare  now,  to  be  re- 
*'  folved  to  lay  afide  the  demands,  which  they  had 
*'  madfe  for  their  private  intercfts  j    and  to  bend 
*'  themfelves  wholly  to  have  a  hand  in  the  mana^g 
<«  of  the  affairs,  which  is  granted  unto  them  ^  and 
**  that  nothing  fhall  be  done  without  their  privity 
«  and  advice." 

Prince  Henry^  being  acquainted  with  this  negotia- 
tion for  a  marriage  between  him  and  Cbriftinej  the 
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fecond  daughter  of  France j  wrote  on  the  3  ift  of  7«- 
^1612  from  Richmond  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmcndes  {b\ 
that  if  it  fhould  be  conduded  upon  worie  conditions, 
than  the  King  of  Spain  had  obtained  with  the  eldeft 
daughter,  it  would  be  difhonourable.  And  when 
the  Queen  Regent  (hewed  fuch  zeal  for  that  marriage, 
that  Sir  Thomas  imagined,  from  the  manner,  in  which 
Secretary  VilUrttf  fpoke  to  him,  that  it  would  de- 
pend only  upon  "^kn^  James  to  conclude  it,  and 
that  the  Queen  would  readily  grant  what  conditions 
Ihould  be  alked  of  her ;  the  King,  upon  the  receipt 
of  Sir  Tbomas*%  letters,  ordered  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Rocbefier  to  write  to  the  Prince,  to  defire  him  to 
fpeak  his  mind  freely,  whether  he  liked  the  match. 
The  Prince  wa$  informed,  that  Chrifiine  was  but 
nine  years  of  age ;  and  that  the  portion '  of  her  el- 
deft  lifter  was  only  five  hundred  thoufand  gold 
Crowns.  But  Lord  Rochefter  obferved,  that  the 
French  Court  fiiewed  fuch  inclinatkni  for  the  mar- 
riage, that  it  was  not  doubted,  but  they  would  give 
more  to  the  younger,  in  cafe  an  augmentadon  of 
the  portion  ihould  be  inlifted  on  *. 

The  Prince*$  anfwer  to  the  King  was  dated  at 
Richmond  14th  OBoher  161 2  -f ;  and  in  it  he  ^es 
his  opinion  of  every  article  contained  in  Sir  Thomas 
Edmondes*s  letter,  which  had  been  fent  to  him.  ^^  As 
"  for  the  time,  firj^s  his  Royal  Highnefs^  they  will 
^'  bring  the  Princeis  oi France  mto  England-^  I  be- 
^^  lieve  the  fooner  it  is,  the  better,  and  that  your 
^^  Majefty  ought  not  to  demur  thereupon.  As  long 
••  as  the  Princeis  is  in  France ^  the  Queen  her  mo- 
*^  ther  will  be  prelBng  either  to  forward  the  mar- 

{h)  Ibid,  p^  129.  •  Le  VaiTor,  Hiftoire  de  Louis  XIII. 

Tom.  I.  L.  iii.  p.  371.  edit.  Amfterd.  1700.  f  Ibid.  p.  37 1, 
372,  373.  and  Dr.  fVahwooit&t^otts  upon  Arthur  Wilpm's  Life 
of  King  James  I  in  the  Complete  Hiftory  of  England^  Vol.  II. 
p.  689.  edit.  1706. 
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^'  riage,  or  to  ftave  it  off,  and  to  oblige  her  daugh* 
**^  ttr  to  give  her  tonfettt,  or  hinder  her  from  it.  The 
*<  youngef  fhe  is,  the  more  time  we  (hall  have,  and 
^'  eafinefs  to  inftruA  her  in  our  Reli^on,  and  con- 
**  vert  her.  Since  they  alk  of  your  Majefty  to  cx- 
**  plain  yourfelf,  as  to  the  liber^r  the  Piincefs  fliall 
**  have  in  the  exercife  of  her  Rdi^on  j  I  defire 
**  you,  Sir,  to  anfwer  your  Embaflador  pofitivcly, 
^^  chat  you  will  not  agree  to  any  other  condidons 
**  with  France^  than  what  the  Duke  of  Savcy  had 
**  demanded,  when  he  offered  you  his  daughter  ^ 
<^  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  Princefs  fhall  have  the  li- 
^  berty  to  follow  her  Religion  in  private,  and  in 
**  the  moft  retired  chamber  of  her  apartment.  I 
**  confefs,  thcfe  are  too  narrow  and  ftreight  condi- 
*^  tions  :  But,  ii  France  Ipeak  fmccrely,  I  do  not 
^*  queftion  but  Ihe  will  be  contented  with  them. 
^  If  your  Majefly,  continues  be^  regards  the  great-- 
•*  nefs  of  a  dowry,  I  think  you  will  prefer  the  Prin- 
•'  eels  of  San)cy.  She  brings  with  her  two  hun- 
**  dred  thoufiuid  Crowns  more  than  the  Lady  of 
**  France ;  for  at  leaft  I  can  fcarce  perfiiade  myfel^ 
that  the  Regent  will  give  more  to  the  fecond 
daughter  than  to  the  elded.  But  if  your  Majefty 
^*  lays  afide  intereft,  to  do  what  Ihall  be  more  to 
"  to  the  mind  of  the  general  body  of  Proteftants 
^  abroad,  it  feems  to  me  you  will  rather  incline  to 
•*  France  than  Savoy.  Laftly,  concluded  tbe  Prince^ 
*'  I  fear,  left  your  Majefty  flioukl  not  be  contented 
**  with  the  indifference  I  fhew  for  all  the  propofi- 
•*  tions  of  marriage,  which  are  made  me.  I  mott^ 
humbly  beg  pardon  for  it.  It  is  you.  Sir,  who  is 
to  take  the  moft  advantageous  refblution,  that 
may  be  for  the  good  of  the  State.  I  have  but 
little  experience  in  political  affairs,  and  cannot 
fpeak  like  a  roan  fmitten  with  love  upon  this  oc- 
"  cafion/* 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  wrote  from  Paris^  the  1 8ch 
of  Augufi  {c\  an  anfwer  to  Prince  Henry*  s  letter  to 
himfclf ;  and  obftrved,  that  hc^had  underftood,  that 
the  King  intended,  at  his  return  from  his  progrefs, 
to  difpoft  of  chofe  places,  which  were  ftill  vacant  by 
the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Salijbury :  And  itpleafed  bis 
Majeftyy  lays  he,  gracioujly  to  promife^  thatj  in  that 
diftribution^  he  would  remember  me  for  fome  good  fro- 
motion^  as  his  Myejiy^s  own  words  did  import.  But 
becaufe  I  doubt ^  thaty  by  reafon  of  my  abfence^  I  may 
be  prevented  by  others  importunity^  I  moft  humbly 
befeech  your  Highnefs  to  interpofe  your  effeHual  »/• 
diation  towards  his  Majefiy  on  my  behalf ^  thaty  whilfi 
I  am  travelling  in  the  vineyard^  I  may  not  be  depri* 
ved  of  the  fruits  of  my  labour.  At  the  fame  time  he 
fcnt  the  Prince  the  copy  of  a  very  important  letter, 
which  he  had  written  that  day  to  the  King,  upon 
occafion  of  the  figning  of  the  Contraff  of  the  mar- 
riage between  Madame  and  the  I^ii^ce  of  Spain  at 
Paris  J  on  the  Saturday  before,  the  1 5th  of  Augufi^ 
being  St.  Louis*s  day :  "  When  I  underftood,  fays 
"  be(d)j  that  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  had  figned 
"  the  C^»/rtf^,  I  was  much  troubled,  confidering 
•*  how  lately  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had  told  me,  that 
tliey  did  not  expeft  to  be  preffed  thereunto,  hav- 
ing alfo  ufed  the  like  fpeeches  to  the  States  Em- 
"  baflador.  And  thcrefope  I  was  defirous,  the  next 
**  morning,  to  have  fpoken  vnth  the  Duke,  to  be 
**  fatisfied  touching  the  reafon  thereof;  but  I  un- 
•*  derftood,  that  the  Prince  of  CondSy  the  Count  of 
•*  SpiJfonSy  and  Monfr.  d^  Efdiguieresy  were  at  the 
**  lame  time  in  conference  with  him,  he  being  in 
"  bed,  indifpofed  of  the  gout ;  and,  before  I  could 
**  fend  again  unto  him,  he  fcnt  to  pray  me,  that  I 
"  would  take  the  pains  to  come  and  Ipeak  with 

(f)  Sir  7b0,  Edmonde$*s  MS  State-Papers,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  203. 
[it)   Ibid.  p.  207. 
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^^  him ;  and  then  made  known  unto  me  the  confe- 
rence, which  the  foreiaid  Prinzes,  Monfr.  iTEf 
diguieresj  and  himlblf,  had  had  together,  touching 
the  prefent  ftate  of  thdr  affairs  here ;  which  was, 
*^  that  they  did  plainly  difcover,  that  the  drift  of 
^^  the  Minifters  was  to  make  ftri^  combinations  with 
^^  Rome  and  Spam^  to  the  deprefling  of  the  authority 
^^  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  the  fiate  of  thofe 
^^ .  of  the  Religion ;  And  therefore  that  they  had 
^^  now  taken  a  firm  refoludon  to  join  together  for 
^^  the  oppofmg  df  thofe  pra6tkes,  and  to  (land  for 
^*  the  maint^ning  of  the  amity  of  the  other  more 
*'  aflfured  allies  of  the  State ;  whereof  he  gave  me 
^'  alTurance  that  I  (hould  fhordy  fee  feme  good  ef- 
*'  fefts/*  That,  with  regard  to  figning  the  Con- 
tra£b,  the  refufal  would  have  been  inconvenient,  by 
giving  the  Queen  difcon tenement  and  jealoufy,  and, 
by  that  means,  crofled  their  other  purpofes.  '^  But 
^'  he  prayed  me  now  to  be  afiured,  that,  at  their  laft 
**  meeting,  they  *had  taken  fuch  fettled  refoludons, 
^^  both  by  a  fall  and  intriniecal  union  amongft  them- 
**  felves,  and  by  deliberating  the  means  for  the  ex- 
*•  ecution  of  their  defigns,  to  far  more  effectual  pur-^ 
^'  pofe  than  ever  before  they  had  done,  as  I  might 
**  affure  myfelf  there  would  grow  feme  good  effefts 
**  thereof,  and  that  ere  it  were  long ;  for  that  the 
**  Princes  did  now  clearly  fee  into  the  praftices  of 
*•  the  Miniftersi  Monfr.  Je  Villeroy  having  of  late 
*•  made  offer  to  one  of  them,  to  procure  him  to  be 
Chief  of  their  party  of  the  Catholics ;  and  to  give 
him  intire  knowledge  of  all  the  affairs,  if  he  would 
adhere  unto  them  •,  which,  he  laid,  bewrayed  not 
only  a  combination  among  them,  but  aifo  that 
their  purpofe  was  to  weaken  the  faid  Princes, 
the  one  by  the  odier  :  wherein  the  Princes  were 
refolved  to  meet  with  their  pradtices.  And  here- 
upon he  faid,  that  he  never  conceived  fo  confident 

*•  hope, 
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^<  hope,  as  now  he  dkl»  of  the  breakbg  of  the  znar  J 
^^  riages. 

^^  I  find,  that  their  defign  is  both  to  feek  to  pof- 
^^  feis  themfehres  of  the  principal  authority  at  Courts 
**  wherein  they  are  ftrongly  affifted  by  the  Marquis 
**  ^Ancre^  who  is  become  a  »eat  enemy  to  Monfr. 
^^  ie  Villeroy  %  and  alio  to  make  their  party  ftrong 
**  in  the  Provinces ;  and  to  that  end,  Monfr.  if  £/> 
*^  digideres  doth  now  withdraw  himfdf  from  hence, 
who  doth  likewife  find,  for  his  particular,  that  the 
Queen  herfelf  hath  dealt  fincerely  with  him,  to  have 
**  procured  the  verifying  of  his  Letters  Patents  by  the 
^'  Parliament  for  his  Dukedom^  but  that  theMini- 
^'  flers  have  been  the  means  of  eroding  the  fame  un- 
^^  derhand.  Their  chiefeft  end  is  to  difgrace,  and 
<^  remove  Monfr.  de  Villeroy  from  the  managing 
of  the  affairs,  without  otherwife  interrupting 
the  public  quietnefs,  or  infringing  the  Queen's 
authority  %  wluch  would  be  the  more  quiedy 
done,  if  the  Houfe  of  Guifcy  and  Monfr.  d^Efper- 
^'  fian^  would  not  make  themfelves  parties  on  the 
**  contrary  fide.  And,  if  that  work  might  be  effefl:- 
*^  ed,  it  would  breed  much  happinefi  to  the  com- 
n>OQ  caule  of  Religion  ;  for  that  there  is  not  a 
more  pernicious  enemy  to  the  fame  than  he :  and 
your  Majefty  might  have  in  this  State,  what  in- 
•*  tereft  you  could  expeft. 

••  Count  Scijfan^  intendeth  to  repair  to-morrow  jn- 
*^  to  Normantfyy  to  hold  the  Eftates  of  that  country ; 
f  ^  ^nd  the  Dqke  of  Bouillon  alfo  will  fhortly  after 
•*  make  a  journey  to  Sedan.** 

Sir  Thomas  then  reniarks,  that  the  Duke  of  Bouil-- 
fan  had  communicated  the  afFair  to  him  under  the 
feal  of  lecrecy ;  ^d  defired  the  King  to  keep  it 
private ;  and  Sir  Stomas  procured  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  to  his  Majefty  upon  that  fubjeft,  to  the  end 
that  his  Majefiy  might  know,  that  thefe  things  werQ 

f^rioufly  meant. 

Aai  3  Sccrc- 
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Secretary  VUltr^  #as,  it  appears  by  this  letter, 
confidered  as  an  irrcconcileable  enemy  to  the  Pro-' 
tcftant  party  ;  which  prejudite  agtinft  hftn  was  of 
long  ftanding  ;  for  Sir  Henry  Nevile^  as  early  as  the 
year  1599,  reprefcnted  hitn  as  the  prfot  favwrtr  uf 
the  refiitiUim  of  the  Jefuks  *,  and  no  friend  to  the 
JEngl(fik  nation,  but  inclined  to  the  Spamsfrds  f :  And 
Mr.  fTimvocd  in  1601  obfcrvcdt,thBt  he  kad  ever  hem 
at  counted  fuperftiticufy  devoted  to  the  See  of  Rome^ 
even  in  matters  of  State. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^s  fct- 
ter,  the  King  returned  the  following  anfwer,  oii  in 
the  hand-wridng  of  the  Lord  Vifix)imt  Rocbefior{e\ 

James  R. 

*'  Truftie  and  wel-beloved.  Wee  have  receavcd 
**  your  letter  of  the  1 8th  of  Jugufi^  which  cam  hecr 
**  with  very  great  celeritie  -,  for  wc'had  it  heere  at 
Graf  tone  upon  the  24th  of  this  monedi,  ahd  be- 
foir  fix  in  the  morning.  One  thing  wee  obfcrv- 
ed,  that  wee  reffaved  your  letter  upon  a  St.  Bar- 
^*  tbolome  day  in  the  morninge,  which  made  men- 
^*  tione  of  a  5/.  Bartholmey  bufineffe  5  and  liirely  wee 
*^  have  too  great  caufe  to  feare,  that  that  bloodie 
**  Sain6l  will  once  againe  befturre  himfclf  m  France^ 
^*  if  it  be  not  tymoufly  prevented.  Thairfore  it  is 
^'  nou  high  tyme,  that  nothing  be  omitted  by  usj 
**  which  both  our  confcience,  and  the  fecurctye  of  ouj: 
^  oune  State,  requyres  at  our  hands.  And  we  aA 
**  fure  ourfelves,  that  you  will  omit  no  payncs  nor 
**  induftry  to  be  a  happy  labourer  for  us  in  rfiat  place, 
?^  whair  nou  yow  refyde.     For  althogh  I  ever  fu- 

•  Letter  to  Secretary  Cecii  from  Pms^  7th  Jug.  1 599,  O.  S. 
fTimAmd'i  Memorials,  Vol.  L  p.  86.  f  Letter  of  die  2odi 

^iAuguft,    Ibid.  p.  94.  %  Letter  to  Secretaiy  Ctcil^  of  the 

I'j^o^May  1601,0.  S.  Ibid.  p.  327.       •    {t)  Sir  nomas  £/- 
inoMJis^sMS,  State-Papers^  Vol. VIIL  p.  233. 
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^left  the  ioGonAande  of  the  Pnnces  of  the  Bloody 
and  holdes  thairiigningof  the  contraft  at  this  tyme 
a  very  great  figne  of  tbair  weaknefle ;  yet  ypu  ihall 
do  well  to  worke  by  all  the  means  you  .can, 
to  holde  theai  fordwart  in  this  good  refolutione. 
They  cannot  but  fee  themfebes  maid  fooles  arid 
(haddowes  of  by  the  Minifbera  of  that  Statie,  efpe- 
cielly  in  thair  allj^ance  with  Spa^ne^  wbairin  tto 
leffe  is  intendit,  then  that  the  King  of  ^ayne  will 
be  abfolute  Governor  of  FroMce  during  the 
^  King's  mtoorede,  and  fo  ihall  the  wolfe  have  the 
^  weather  to  keepe.  And  it  is  the  proper  office  of 
*'  the  Princes  of  the  Bloode  in  thair  King's  mindrety 
to  tak  care,  %e  qidd  detrimenti  refpubUca  capiat. 
As  for  the  Duck  of  BuUIm^  ye  have  dbne  ve- 
^^  tie  weall,  that  have  mmd  him  engage  himfclf  in 
^^  this  bufineffe  by  bis  letter  unto  us  \  and  you  may  fho 
^^  him  into  our  name,  that  no  man  hath  fo  much  in- 
^*  treft  .as  be  to  be  a&ive  in  this  arrand  ;  for  he  it 
^^  was,  thgt  was  employed  to  us  thairby  to  lay  us  on 
^*  fleep,  yea  even  to  enpaunde  his  parucular  credit 
^^  with  us,  that  no  Spamfix  nor  P^ijh  plott  did  lurk 
under  this  allyance*  And  you  may  putt  him  in 
mynd,  that,  at  his  firft  pryvat  audience,  even  in 
*^  his  Fellow- A  mbafldoris  hearing,  we  tould  him 
*^  merelie,  that  it  was  the  falbione  of  Princes,  when 
*•  they  deceave  thair  nighbores,  firft  to  deceave  thair 
^^  oune  Ambaffadors.  You  fludlalfo  fho  him,  hou 
^^  happy  a  thing  it  is,  that  the  Body  of  the  Religione 
^^  thsur  is  reunited  befoir  the  falling  out  of  this  bufir 
**  neffe ;  and  thairfoir  you  Ihall  labor  with  all  ear- 
*^  neftneile  to  haften  alfo,  as  fbone  as  can  be,  a  found 
•*  and  perfyt  reconciliat)one  betwixt  the  perfonnes  of 
*^  Buillm  and  Rohan. 

^^  You  ihall  alfo  ufe  all  the  indirect  meanes  you 

♦*  can  to  winne  Monfieur  dc  Guife  to  be  of  this  par- 

^^  tie  -,  and  you  nviy  let  it  cum  to  his  eares,  that 
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<<  you  har,  that  we  wonder  iinuchy  that  notmdi- 
^<  (landing  of  the  meflage  we  &nt  him,  at  Monfr. 
<^  ^de  BuiUione^s  departure,  by  the  Vicente  de  Sat- 
^^  dinie^  wee  have  nerer  yat  heard  from  him  fince. 
^^  To  conclude  dien  this  purpofe,  wee  think  our- 
^^  felf  happy,  that  have  fo  faythfulL  and  well^ap- 
'^  pointed  a  Minifier  thair  at  this  tyme,  when  fuch 
^^  a  bufines  is  lyk  to  break  out ;  and  wee  ezpeft 
^'  from  you  all  active  and  dilcreet  diligence  in  fur- 
^'  thering  this  intendit  purpois,  but  with  that  cau* 
^  doufe  warinefle,  that  you  engage  not,  or  difcover 
*^  eyther  us  or  yourfelf  to  any,  but  to  fucb,  as  you 
••  may  fecurcly  truft.    The  fucceflt,  that  wee  ex- 
^'  pe&,  IS,  that,  by  the  means  of  the  Princes  of  the 
*^  Blo6d,  with  the  afliftance  of  Builkn^  De/diguierest 
««  and  all  the  Body  of  the  Religione,  if  nod  be,  to- 
^^  gether  with  the  Houie  of  Gui/e^  if  they  can  be 
^*  wonne,  that  pemiuous  Scatefman  may  be  firft  re- 
^*  moved,  and  then  this  allyance,  and  Pfpifi  caball 
*'  betwixt  France  and  Spmne^  to  be  quyte  broken 
^'  of;  a  work,  which  will  be  accepudble  lo  God, 
**  will  procuire  the  prefenratione  of  his  Church,  and 
^'  the  treue  peace,  fecurctie,  and  quyetnes  of  that 
*^  Kingdom.  Thus  praying  God  to  blelle  it  in  your 
*^  hands,  wee  bid  you  ^reweall.    Frcrni  our  Court 
"  at  ^^4^^*i  this  27thof  ^«^ij^  i6ia.** 

The  Lord  Vifcount  Rochefier  wrote  at  the  &me 
dme  to  Sir  Centos  EdnHmdf^  Htut  foUowb^  let** 
ter  (a). 

^^  Befydes  thos  dyre<%iones  contayned  in  the  dif* 
*^  pach,  whairin  my  hand  is  uied,  as  bearing  in  it 
l^  mater  of  pryvade  and  truft,  thair  is  one  lykways 

ia)  Ihid»  p.  229. 
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^^  hf  Sir  Tbamas  Laki^  idc.  I  kave  not  &en  the  King 
**  fo  bent,  nor  fo  iddently  fctt  upon  the  fuccefle  of 
^^  any  ad  as  of  this ;  which,  as  I  do  aflure  myielf, 
nothing  can  be  addit  to  your  indevoyres  for  ef- 
fecting it,  {o  dare  I  promiie  you,  no  fervice  can 
be  donne  him,  that  will  have  a  bietter  acceptance, 
^^  nor  ^ve  a  better  vajue  and  recommendatione  of 
^^  yourfdf,  and  open  the  way  more  readely  to  your 
*'  other  fortunes  i  to  which,  eydier  upon  this  occa* 
^^  fione,  or  without  it,  I  will  not  ceafe  to  affift  as 
*^  a  helppr  and  friend.  So,  wifliing  you  good 
^^  event  in  this  work,  and  to  yourfelf  happinefle,  I 
^«  reft 

"  Tour  very  loving  Frind^ 

From  JFoodftock  this  27th 

piAuguft,'*  Ro.  Rochefter* 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  in  his  letter  to  the  King 
Ixom  Paris^  of  the  5ch  of  September  161 2  (b)j  takes 
notice,  that  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had,  of  late,  had  a 
very  Iharp  fit  of  the  gout ;  and  adds,  *^  I  am  (till 

put  in  ftrong  hope  by  the  Duke,  that  there  fhall  be 

fomediing  done  for  the  public  good  to  the  pur- 
•*  pofe,  whereof  I  lately  advertifcd  your  Majefty^ 
*^  And  as  I  do  not  fail  to  folidt  him  carefully  there- 
^*  in ;  (b  he  is  by  nothing  more  animated  to  thefe 
^^  good  endeavours,  than  by  the  comfortable  aflii- 
**  ranee,  which  he  doth  receive  from  your  Majefty."  ^ 

Prince  Henry'^  anff^er  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes*% 
letter,  of  the  1 8th  of  Augufi^  was  dated  from  Ricly* 
mond  on  the  loth  of  September  1612(c)  ^  and  in  it 
he  excules  himfelf  from  interpofing  in  Sir  Tiwmas^s 
favour,  with  regard  to  alking  preferment  for  him  ; 
t)ecaufe,  as  masters  go  now  here,  fays  he,  I  will  deal 

(i]  Ihid.  p.  271.  (0  Ibifl.  p.  301. 
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in  no  bufineffss  ^f  imp§rtaHC€  fer  fame  re^th.  He 
urged  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  profecuce  die  Iclieme 
of  uniting  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  die  heads  of 
the  Proteftam  party  in  Ftanee^  agsunft  Che  Mmilters 
of  that  Court.  ^^  If  the  Princes  of  die  Bhod^feys 
^^his  Higknefs^  and  thofe  of  die  RMgrn^  do  ftick 
**  the  one  with  the  other  firmly,  and  tf  there  fidloat 
**  no  fa^ons  amonglt  them  ^  they  OMy  have  a  rery 
^^  great  fhoke  in  the  greatdl  aad  moft  impoitant 
^^  bufinefs  of  State.  As  touching  didr  intentkNis  of 
^'  removing  from  about  the  Queen  ibflM  private 
^*  perfon3,  my  opinion  is,  that,  unle6  diey  be  well 
«^  prepared  for  it,  and  go  on  further  in  prefervk^  of 
^'  their  own  (tate  and  fortunes  againft  whatfoever 
^^  may  fall  out,  after  that  they  have  fet  afoot  that 
•'  aftion,  they  will  do  themfelvcs  wrong.  For  if  the 
^^  State  have  a  fufpicion  of  their  ftirnng  humours, 
*'  that  aftion  will  fully  aflfure  them  of  it ;  which  will 
.  make  them  clip  their  wings  all  they  can,  ftnving 
to  difable  them  from  being  able  xo  do  any  chiqg 
"  hereafter.  Wherefore  if  you  would  cherifti  them 
^^  in  that  humour,  I  think  it  would  not  be  very  hurt- 
^*  ful  for  this  State.  For  if  there  fhould  fs^  a  great 
*^  differjence  amongft  them,  as  it  hath  been  here* 
^^  tofore,  while  thofe  two  dogs  were  fightmg  toge- 
ther, a  third  dog  might  fall  in  to  them ;  and, 
having  the  one  of  them  on  his  fide,  or  at  leaft  neu- 
tral, might  have  a  great  fhare  amongft  them. 
^<  This,  though  you  may  not  do  as  an  Embafiador, 
«<  yet  you  may  .do  as  a  private  man,  that  wiffieti^ 
♦*  their  welfare,  and  the  good  of  his  own  State.** 

On  the  14th  of  September  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes 
wrote  9  Jetter  to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Rockier  (d)^  in- 
forming him,  that  the  ficknefs  of  the  Duke  of  Bouil- 
hnj  the  abfence  of  Count  de  SoiJJimSy  and  the  fick* 

(J)  Ibid.  p.  305. 
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nefi  of  Monfr.  deVilleroy  himfelf,  had  fujpended  the 
rtfikttum  of  all  great  matters.  And  the  fame  day 
he  fent  the  King  an  anfwer  to  his  Majefty's  letter  of 
die  27th  of  Aigfift  (e\  acquainting  hisMajcfty,  that 
he  had  reprefented  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^  how 
much  his  Majefty  *'  doth  affcft  the  cfFefting  of  the 
**  preient  bufinefs."  That,  by  that  Duke's  advice, 
he  had  flfengthened  Count  de  Soijpms  in  his  refolu- 
tion ;  and  had  diicourfed  with  the  Duke  of  Guife^  who 
£ud,  that  his  Houfe  "  was  now  entered  into  a  better 
♦*  incdfigence  with  the  Princes  of  the  Blood ;  and 
*•  that  they  were  velblved  not  t6  be  made  any  longer 
•*  inftmoitnts  for  the  ferving  of  the  Minifters  pri- 
"  vatcend^-,**  and  defired,  that  the  King  would 
communicate  ev^  thing  of  importance  to  him  by 
Sir  ^1>omas  Edmondes. 

That  Monfr.  de  Filleroy  had  been  fick  ever  fince 
his  Iftft  letter  to  his  Majefty,  which  fufpended  the 
relblution  <^  all  great  matters. 

That  the  Count  de  Soijfons  was  expeflred  to  retum 
wkhin  five  or  fix  days ;  *'  and  then  the  Duke  of 
^*  Bmdllon  intendeth  to  urge  the  profccution  of  the 
^  odier  ftiMn  defign,  which  promifeth  the  better 
**  fuccefs,  for  that  the  difcontentment  continueth 
^*  ftill  very  great  between  the  Marquis  d^Ancre  and 
**  the  Minifters :  But,  on  the  other  fide,  I  fear,  that 
*•  the  deferring  of  the  Duke  of  G«//i's  journey  may 
*^  deky  the  execution  of  that  bufinefs." 

The  Lord  Vifcount  Rocbefter^  on  the  24th  of  that 
month,  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Sir  "Thomas  Ed- 
mondes if) : 

«  Sir, 
«*  I  am  to  put  you  in  mynde,  by  his  Maje- 
i*  fly's  commandetnent, '  to  ufe  ail  your  cur  and 

{*)  Ibid.  p.  321.         (/)  Ibid.  p.  333. 
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^^  diligence  toward^  the  advancement  of  that  great 
^^  diQieigne,  which  Monfr.  Buihne  promiles  (b  con- 
^^  fidently  ihortly  to  be  undertaken  for  reforaiatiooe 
^^  of  the  Court,  and  confequentiy  of  the  State. 

^'  But,  by  reafon  of  the  mifcariages  of  Kis  pnn 
*^  mifes  befoir,  his  Majeftye  wiUes  you  to  have  this 
*^  much  prejudice,  as  ever  to  fufpend  your  beidfe, 
^^  till  the  Duke's  wordes  be  confirmed  with  effeds; 
^^  leail  if  he  (hould  fynd  you  to  receave  all  from 
*^  him  with  ane  implicite  fayth,  he  be  lefle  cairfuil 
^^  to  give  fatisfa&ipne  by  the  fucqefle,  then  when  he 
is  watched,  and  his  efcapes  a  litle  upon  oocafion 
poynted  to,  and  feek  to  meritt,  4t  home  ^  kaft, 
«<  by  gayninge  tyme  on  you  till  things  cum  to  try- 
all.  Fpr  you  can  not  but  confidder,  but  thogji 
the  King  our  Mafter's  courtefie  toward  him,  and 
his  Religione,  inclyne  him  tow^rde  us  ;  yet  the 
love  to  his  countrey,  and  the  cair  to  advance  hi^ 
^  own  fortune,  which  is  a  ftrong  affe^one  m  him, 
will  prevaylle  with  him  to  lacrifice  the  lefler  to 
the  greater,  and  to  take  more  cair  to  make  uie  of 
his  credite  heir,  then  to  mayntayne  it.  This,  I 
know,  is  warninge  inufe  for  a  wyfe  man :  Tb^* 
^^  foir  I  will  adde  no  more,  but  that  I  am 

"  Tmr  very  loving  Frind^ 

Ro.  Rochefter, 

^*  You  will  reccaye  qotice,  by  Sir  Tbo.  Lake^  of 
^'  the  King's  conference  with  the  Ambailkdor 
"  heer,  concerning  the  Nunnery  and  the  ftipen- 
•*  darie  Preeftes. 
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The  day  following^  Stept ember  the  25th,  Sir  Titf- 
masEdmondes  wrote  to  the  King  (g)  :  "  According 
**  as  1  advertifcd  your  Majefty  by  my  former  let- 
••  ters,  the  ficknefs  of  Monfr.  de  Villeroyy  and  ab- 
^*  fence  of  the  Count  of  Saiffbns^  hath  been  caufe  of 
•*  fuipending  the  rcfolution  of  all  great  matters.** 

I'hat  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had  obtained  leave  of 
the  Queen  to  make  a  journey  to  Sedan  for  about 
twenty  days. 

That  Monfr.  de  Villeroy  had  vifited  him  the  day 
after  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^ %  departure,  to  difcourfe 
about  the  marriage  between  Prince  Henry  and  Ma- 
dame Cbrijtine\  and  concluded  his  difcourle  with 
his  own  moft  vehement  proteftations,  *^  how  much 
^^  he  defired  the  effe£ting  of  this  bufinefs,  whereof, 
'^  he  faid,  that  he  would  particularly  wed  the  care^ 
^*  and  make  it  appear  thereby,  that  he  was  neither 
'*  Romsnift  nor  Spaniard^  a&  he  had  been  traduced ; 
^^  profeiling  alfo,  that  he  (hould  efteem  himfelf  moft 
'*  happy  to  be  the  inftrument  for  the  concluding  of 
**  fo  good  a  work  before  he  died." 

The  King,  who  grew  uneafy  upon  the  delay  of 
the  execution  of  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^s  Icheme, 
wrote  again  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmcndes  from  Royftonj 
on  the  4th  ofOifober  (b) :  "  Now,  as  for  that  other 
^^  great  purpob,  of  which  Monfr.  de  Buillione  gives 
**  fo  great  hope,  wee  fee  fo  many  excuf<?s  upon  de- 
««  lays,  as  upon  the  Count  Soyjbne^s  not  returninge, 
**  and  the  Duke  of  Guyfe  his  not  depairting,  in  re- 
^^  guirde  of  this  accident,  that  concernes  Monfr.  le 
**  Grand  J  and  the  Duk  o(  Butllon^s  going  unto  Se^ 
*^  danney  as  we  confefle,  thogh  fomwhat  might  be 
'*  hoped  \ti  Germane  ?itgm?x\Q]/i  humoris  aftef  fum 
**  delays ;  yet  Frenchmen  have  never  been  known 
**  to  tak  fyre  but  upon  the  firft  fury.     So  as  wee 

(g)  Ibid.  p.  339.  [h)  Ibid.  p.  369. 
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"  fee  fmall  hope  of  fiicceffe  lykly  to  folbv  upoa 
*t  their  intendit  plott ;  fo  that  we  can  do  no  moir, 
^'  but  leave  that  bufinefle  to  fuch  fuccefle,  as  pleaies 
**  God  to  give  it." 

On  the  7th  of  OStober  Sir  Thomas  Eimondes  wrote 
an  anfwer  to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Rocbefier^%  letter  of 
the  24th  oi September  (i).  "  The  Duke  of  B&mllon^ 
for  proof,  fajts  be^  that  he  hath  had  the  bufinefs  in 
careful  remembrance,  hath  acquainted  me  upon 
what  terms  it  was  agreed  between  him  and  the 
other  great  men,^  to  reduce  their  intended  refbr* 
mation.  And  though  he  oft  complained,  that  he 
found  it  to  be  a  great  ta(k  unto  him,  to  man^e 
the  fpirits  of  thofe  perfonages.  to  fuch  purpofe  as 
was  reiquifite  •,  yet  he  ftill  gave  me  hope,  that  the 
time  cannot  now  be  long  before  we  fhall  fee  a 
trial  thereof;  for  that  things  are  now  come  to  a 
crifis,  by  reafon  that  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
Minifters  have  more  and  more  exafperated  men*s 
fpirits  ag^fl:  them ;  and  the  Count  of  Soiffons^ 
fince  his  return  out  of  Normandy^  hath  very  much 
inveigh  againft  them  ;  and  the  Marquis  S^Ancrt 
*'  doth  continue  to  do  the  like.'* 

Sir  Thomas  wrote  again  to  the  King,  on  die  15th 
of  OSober  (k) :  ♦'  The  world  doth  now  take  notice 
**  of  the  Queen's  public  disfavouring  of  the  Mini- 
**  iters ;  for  that  fhe  hath  not  of  late  confoltcd  in 
**  private  with  them,  as  fhe  was  wont  to  do  •,  but 
**  caufeth  all  matters,  for  the  moft  part,  to  be  treat- 
ed in  open  Council ;  faying,  that  ftie  now  find- 
eth,  how  much  fhe  hath  been  abufed  by  their  pri- 
vate paflions.  And  the  Marquis  d^Jin&edoxh 
very  much  complain  againft  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  and  the  Diike  of  Bouillon j  that  having,  at 
their  folicitatk)n,  fo  far  engaged  himfclf  againft  the 

(/}  Ibid.  p.  383.  w  Ibid.  p.  404. 
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«  Mimftcrs,  by  their  abfcnce  he  is  left  alone  to  bear 
*♦  the  burden  of  their  connter-praftices,  and  the  op- 
**  portimity  in  danger  to  be  loft,  which  is  ofFcred 
**  for  the  ruining  of  them  •,  as  indeed  men  think  it 
"  had  been  a  thing  moft  eafy  to  be  done,  if  the 
**  prefent  occafion  had  been  well  followed.  But 
"  the  Prince  of  Ccnde^  and  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^  aref 
"  expcfted  here  by  the  end  of  the  next  week ;  and 
**  the  Count  of  Soijfons  doth  ftayat  his  houfeatB/a^- 
^^  dy^  under  pretence  of  bdng  indifpofed,  till  he  fhall 
"  underftand  of  their  return.  In  the  mean  time  the 
*'  Chancellor,  and  Monfr.  de  Villeroyy  leave  no  means 
unattempted  to  work  their  reconciliation  with  the 
Queen,  and  the  Marquis  ^Jncre ;  and  it  is  doubt- 
**  cd,  that,  if  (he  be  not  the  more  fpcedily  fortified 
^'  with  Ibme  other  counfels,  that  Ihe  may  be  brought 
^^  to  hearken  thereunto  -,  for  that,  though  fhe  be  in- 
*^  clined  enough  to  difgrace  the  Chancellor,  in  re- 
ijped  of  the  many  informations,  which  have  been 
given  her  of  his  corruption  in  his  charge ;  yet 
*^  notwithftanding  it  is  thought,  that  (he  will  be  the 
'^  more  contained  therein,  becaufe  Monf.  de  FiUerof 
"  doth  profefs,  that,  if  the  Chancellor  (hall  be  dif- 
"  graced,  he  will  alfo  withdraw  himfelf ;  who,  tho* 
'^  he  ftand  not  at  this  time  in  the  beft  terms  with 
**  her,  yet  fhe  is  loth  to  deprive  herfelf  of  his  fer- 
*  *  vice,  whom  Ihe  holdeth  to  be  fo  great  an  oracle. 
^^  But  of  thefe  variable  difcourfes  we  fhall  be  able 
**  to  make  a  more  certain  judgment  upon  the  return 
**  of  the  Princes,  and  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^  hi- 
"  then 

Sir  Thomas's  letter  to  the  King,  dated  OSobet 
20th  (l)^  mentions  the  Prince  of  Conde's  arrival  at 
Paris  two  days  before ;  and  that,  upon  the  news, 
which  he  received  of  the  Count  de  SoiJfons*%  fickncfs, 

(/)  Ibid.p.416. 
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wbofe  difappoinimM  about  Quilleboeuf  bad  pat  him 
into  a  continual  fever j  the  Prince  went  prelendy  id 
vifit  him :  And  that  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  wa^.ez- 
peded  at  Paris  without  f;ul  upon  the  Saturdi^'  fol* 
lowing. 

Two  days  after,  O^ober  2 2d,  Sir  Thomas  wrote 
again  to  the  King  in  the  following  terms  {m) : 


Sacred  Majesty, 
I  am  fbrry,  that  I  have  occafion  fo  ibon  agvn 
to  trouble  your  Majefty,  after  my  iaft  letters 
written  but  two  days  fince,  to  advertile  yoiir'Ma- 
jefty  of  the  moft  unhappy  accident,  which  is  here 
fallen  out  by  the  death  of  the  Count  of  Soijfons^ 
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**  who,  as  it  is  prcfently  certified  hither,  died  th&  Iaft 
*^  night  ac  his  houfe  at  Blandy^  of  a  malignant  coo- 
^^  tinual  fever,  which  laftly  was  accompanied  with  a 
•*  flux.  The  lols,  which  the  State  hath  received 
thereby,  is  great ;  for  that,  though  he  was  much 
affefted  to  his  particular  ends,  yet  notwithftand- 
ing  he  was  known  to  be  a  very  good  patriot,  and 
^  one  that  defired,  that  things  ihould  be  carried  on 
*^  in  an  honourable  courie,  both  for  the  maintain- 
^^  ing  of  the  quietnefs  of  the  State,  and  for  giving 
'^  fatisfa£bion  to  the  antient  allies  of  the  lame.  And 
he  was  fo  much  exafperated  ^ainft  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Minifters,  as  certainly  he  did  but  at- 
tend the  firft  opportunity  to  have  wrought  a  re- 
**  formation  of  matters  here,  whereof  there  is  now 
**  but  little  hope  to  be  conceived,  in  refpeft  of  the 
lightnefs  of  the  Prince  of  Conde*s  humour,  and 
the  little  credit  he  hath  in  the  State.  Only  the 
Miniftcrs  have  hereby  caufe  gagnee\  for  that 
''  there  will  be  now  none,  that  will  be  able  to  op- 
pofe  then&  in  their  courfes.     And  as  the  Duke  of 

(m)  Ibid.  p.  427. 
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••  Bouillon  will  be  much  troubled  with  this  accident, 
*•  for  that  he  will  be  now  cxpofed  to  all  their  prac- 
•*  rices,  in  rcfpeft  of  that  they  accufc  him  to  have 
*'  been  the  primus  motus  of  the  combinations  againft 
**  them  ;  fo  it  fallcth  out,  in  an  ill  conjunfturc  for 
•*  the  affairs  of  thofe  of  the  Religion,  which  are 
•*  now  depending  ;  for  that,  in  all  appearance,  mat- 
^  ters  are  like  to  be  carried  hereafter  with  more  fc- 
**  verity  againft  them.  Within  two  or  three  days 
•*  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  is  cxpcdted  here;  after 
•*  whole  arrival  it  will  be  fcen,  what  alterations  this 
*'  accident  will  produce/* 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^  on  the  7th  of  November^ 
wrote  to  his  Majcfty  a  further  account  of  the  ftate 
of  afi^irs  in  France  (n) :  "  Since  the  death  of  the 
Count  Soiffons^  the  Queen  hath  commanded  the 
Marquis  J^Ancrt  to  reconcile  himfclf  with  the 
**  Chancellor,  and  Monfr.  de  Villeroy^  wherein  he 
"  promifcd  to  obey  the  Queen  •,  but  he  profefleth, 
**  that  he  will  make  no  friendfliip  with  the  Com- 
"  mandeur  of  Sillery^  the  Chancellor's  brother,  who, 
"by  rcafon  of  his  near  attendance  about  the  Queen, 
being  Mafter  of  her  Horfe,  is  commonly  ufed  in 
all  the  private  negotiations  between  her  and  the 
'•  Minifters :  and  therefore  the  not  comprifing  of 
**  him  in  thcf  reconciliation  is  but  to  leave  matters  in 
••  broken  terms  between  the  Marquis  and  the  Mi- 
**  nifters.     And  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^  fince  his  ar- 
*'  rival,  hath  renewed  the  former  aflfociation,  which 
'*  was  between  him,  the  Prince  of  Conde^  and  the 
**  Marquis  d^Ancre  \  whereby  they  do  ftill  Hope  to 
**  be  able  to  hold  the  Minifters  in  check,  though  not 
**  to  fuch  cffirftual  purpofe,  as  they  might  have 
'*  done,  if  the  Count  Soijfons  had  lived, 

{n)  Ibid.  p.  472. 
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After  having  clofed  up  my  other  lettersit  tht 
Duke  of  Bouillon^  being  newly  returned  from  the 
Lowvre^  prayed  me  to  take  the  pains  to  come 
*'  and  fpeak  with  hini^  (our  lodgings  being  not  far 
diftant  the  one  from  the  other) ;  and,  4t  my  com- 
ing to  him,  he  acqu^nted  me,   that  he  had  beoa 
*'  informed  by  the  Prince  of  Condi ^  that  the  Nun* 
cio  had  been  with  him  ;  and  had  dealt  with  him, 
to  join  with  the  Minifters  in  the  courfe,  which 
"  they  run,  for  the  managing  of  the  affairs  of  the 
*^  State ',  and  alfo  to  let  him  know,  that  he  was  in* 
formed  of  the  treaty,  which  was  in  hand  here  for 
the  making  of  a  nfiatch  between  the  Prince  his 
Highnefs  and  Madame  Cbrifiiftc\   againft   the 
which,  he  faid,  that  both  he,  and  the  Spanijb  Em- 
^^  baffadors,  were  refolved  to  oppgie  tbemielves,  as 
a  thing,  that  would  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the 
Catholic  Religion  -,  prayiqg  him  alfp  to  do  fomc 
"  efFedual  office  therein,     Wbcrcunto  the  Prince 
"  made  him  anfwer,  that  he  was  frieqd  to  the  Mi- 
''  nifters,  fo  long  as  they  ftiould  carry  themielves 
'^  within  the  limits,  which  was  fi(  for  them  to  da 
"  And,  for  the  other  poin^,  he  told  them  plainly, 
"  that  he  was  refolved  to  fi;irther  the  faXd  fiance  to 
the  bed  of  his  power  v  and  that  he  thought  there 
was  no  man,  that  loved  thq  good  of  France^  but 
•*  would  earqcftly  dcfire  the  fanK*     The  Duke  told 
me,  moreover,  and  prayed  me  to  give  your  Ma- 
jefty  information  thereof,  that  they  are  now  in 
«'  hfi^id  to  take  order,  that  the  Minifters  fliouJd  be 
bound   to  give   the  Prince  of  Condd  particular 
knowledge  of  all  matters,  that  paflcd ;  and  that 
nothing  be  done  without  his  privity  and  confenc-, 
**  whereby  they  -^cill  be  able  to  fee  clearly  into  the 
*'  intents  and  proceedings  of  the  Minifters;  orother- 
*'  wife,  if  they  fliould  refiife  to  fubjeft  themfelvesto 
that  courfe,  that  they  will  force  them  to  quit  their 
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«  durge&»    And  he  iaid,  that^  in  this  reiblution, 
there  are  joined  with  him,  and  the  Prince  ofCon- 
dij  the  Marquis  d^  Ancrt^  the  Dukes  of  Nevers 
*'  and  Mayennt^  and  others ;  and  that  the  Minifters^ 
**  on  the  other  fide,  are  reduced  to  rely  only  upon 
the  Duke  oi  Efpernon.    I  moft  humbly  befccch 
your  Majefty,  to  be  pleafed  to  give  the  Duke  of 
*^  Bofiilbm  ibme  encouragement,  as  your  M;^tfty 
*'  (hail  have  occafion  to  write  unto  him  ;  for  that, 
I  aflure  your  Majefty,  he  doth  bear  a  great  burden, 
both  of  pains  and 'hazard^  to  fteer  tiungs  here  in 
a  right  courfe/* 
The  day  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  viz.  No-" 
vemker  the  6th  1612^  proved  fatal  to  Prince  Henry ^ 
who  diedi  at  the  age  of  eighteen^  at  St.  Jame^^Sf  of  a 
difeafe^  with  which  be  had  been  ieized  in  the  pre- 
ceding month :  but  the  prevailing  opinion  of  that 
time,  and  iince  adopted  by  ibme  of  our  Hiftorians^ 
though  contradicted  by  the  unanimous  report  of  his 
phyficiat^,  was,  that  his  end  was  haftened  by  poi 
fon.     And  this  notion  received  ibme  countenance, 
from  the  little   concern,    which  was  fhewn  at  his 
death  by  the  Court,  though  the  Nation  confidered 
it  as  an  irreparable  I0&     ^0  Ull  y$Ui  fays  the  Earl 
of  Dorfif  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmandes,  in  a  letter  of  the 
23d  of  that  month  (^),  tbaf  our  r\fingjun  is  fet  eri 
fcarcdy  be  hadfifme^  and  that  with  bim  all  our  glory 
lies  buried ;  you  kno'u>y  and  do  lament^  as  well  as  we^ 
and  better  than  feme  do^  and  more  truly ^  or  elfe  you 
were  n^t  a  man^  and  fenfibU  of  this  Kingdom* s  lofs. 
In  the  fame  letter  he  obfcrved,  that  the  great  Offi^ 
ces  were  ftill  at  a  ftand ;  but  that  P.  \^Pembroke^  and 
R.  IRocbefter]  were  reconciled  a  day  or  two  before 
the  King*  s  lait  journey  to  jR<Bj/f^«. 

(0)  Ibid.  p.  547. 
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The  death  of  Prince  Henry  made  fo  Iktlc  impref- 
fion  upon  the  King,  and  his  favourite,  that  the  Lord 
Vifcount  RocbefteT',  on  the  9th  of  November^  three 
days  rfter  that  melancholy  event,  wrote  from  ff^bite- 
ball  to  Sir  nomas  Edmondes^  to  begin  a  negotiation 
for  a  marriage  between  Prince  Cbarles  and  the  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  France.  **  You  have  hearde,  fofs 
**  Ui  Lordjbip  (p)^  of  the  late  fatall  accident  betalnc 
*'  us  by  the  ordinary  way.  The  bufinefle  of  this 
^<  is  to  will  you  to  beginne  the  fame  motione  for  a 
"  match  for  Madam  Cbrifttne  with  the  now  Prince 
**  Cbarles y  betwixt  whom  there  is  a  fitnefs  of  age ; 
*'  which  difprbporrione  betwixt  the  late  Prince  and 
^ '  her  was  the  only  cauie,  that  maid  his  Majefty  the 
"  more  negligent  in  proceeding  with  the  other. 
'^  His  Majefty's  pleafure  is,  that  you  (ct  this  afoot 
'<  prefently,  as  of  yourfelf,  and  deal  with  the  fame 
**  perfonnes  you  dealt  with  bcfoir.** 

The  Count  de  Soiffhns*s  unexpe£ted  death  having 
obftruAed  the  defign  of  the  Princes  <^  the  Blood, 
and  others,  of  changing  the  Miniftry  in  France^  Sir 
Tbomas  EdmondeSy  on  the  i8th  of  November  1612, 
gave  notice  of  it  to  the  Lx)rd  Vifcount  Rocbefier,  in 
a  letter  from^  Paris  (q) :  «'  Whereas  his  Majefty  re- 
^*  quircth  to  be  further  certified,what  likelihood  there 
may  be  of  tbe  great  affair ;  it  is  not  now  to  be 
expefted,  by  reafon  of  theCountof  ^^i^ju's  death 
(who  was  to  give  the  chief  life  to  that  a6tion), 
that  any  thing  can  be  done  to  fuch  effectual  pur- 
pofe,  as  was  heretofore  promifed.  But,  notwith- 
ftanding,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  hath  ftiil  care  (as 
**  I  advertifed  by  my  former  letters^  to  procure,  at 
"  the  leaft,  the  eftablifliing  of  fuch  a  reglementy  in 
*^  the  managing  of  the  affairs,  as  fliall  be  able  to  meet 
**  with  all  adverfe  praAices.** 

(/)  Ibid.  p.  497.  (q)  Ibid.  p.  540. 
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But  though  the  Lord  Vifcount  Rocbefter  had  given 
hioi  orders,  in  his  letter  of  the  9th  of  November  above 
cited,  to  propofe  a  marriage  between  Prince  Charles 
and  Madame  Cbrifiine ;  yet  Sir  Thomas  thought  it 
improper  to  enter  upon  fuch  an  affair  fo  foon  after 
Prince  Henry^s  death.     The  King,  approving  of  his 
conduit  in  this  point,  wrote  to  him  from  Royfion^ 
on  the  nth  of  'December-^  a  letter,  in  the  hand- writing 
of  the  Lord  Vifcount  Rochejier  (r) :  "  Whereas  you 
*'  excufe  yourfelf  of  not  fulfilling  the  direftione  of 
«(  our  laft  difpach,  in  renewing  againe  the  motione 
*'  of  the  match  betwixt  our  deareft  ibnne  Charles 
and  Madam  Chreftiney  wee  do  very  weall  allow 
of  your  cariage  thairin,  as  fully  agreeing  with  our 
meaning  in  our  former  direction,  thogh  perad- 
*'  venture  fum  words  tharin  might  caufe  it  to  be  mif- 
**  taken.     For  it  had  been  a  very  blunt  thing  in  us, 
that  you,  our  Minifter,  Ihould,  fo  foone  after  fuch 
a  irreparable  lofTe  receaved  by  us,  have  begunne 
•*  to  talk  of  manage,  the  moft  contrary  thing,  that 
^*  could  be,  to  death  and  funeralls.  But  becaufe  wee 
^^  doubted  not,  that  that  motione  would  be  renewed 
••  againe  unto  you,  if  not  by  Villeroy^  at  leaft  by  the 
*'  Duke  of  BuiUon^  our  meaning  was  thairfor,  that 
•'  you  (hould  intertayn  the  motione." 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon^  with  whom  Sir  Thomas 
Edmondes  had  a  long  and  intimate  friendfhip,  had  fo 
high  an  efteem  of  him,  that  when  he  was  in  his 
Embafiy  in  England  in  May  this  year,  he  ftrongly 
recommended  Sir  Thomas  to  the  King,  to  whom  he 
wrote,  on  the  24th  of  December  (jj,  reminding  his 
Majcfty  of  the  promifes,  which  he  had  made  to  him, 
while  he  was  in  England^  in  favour  of  Sir  Thomas^ 
during  the  Earl  of  Salisbury's  laft  illncfs,  when  there 
was  likely  to  be  a  vacancy  of  places  -,  which  pro- 

{r)  Ibid.  p.  619.  (i)  Ibid.  p.  641 
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mifcs  his  Majefty  bad  repeated  Ukewifc  by  letters. 
But  they  proved  ineffcftiml ;  and  though  both  the 
places  of  St^cretary  of  State  were  then  vacant,  the 
Lord  Vifcoiint  Rocbefter  perfonning  the  dudes  of 
them ;  yet  Sir  Tb^masy  who  merited  that  promotion 
by  his  long  fervices,  failed  in  his  appHcation  5  wluch 
drew  from  him  fome  compfaints,  in  2  letter  to  a  No- 
bleman, whofe  name  doth  not  appear,  dated  24th 
of  Jpril  1613  rO  :/'  I  have»  to  my  great  grief,  un* 
♦^  derftood  from  Kin  Devyke^  thi  your  Lordlhip 
*'  hath  difcovered,  there  is  no  purpde  to  ajlow  me 
**  any  part  in  the  Sacretarics  place ;  for  that  my 
*<  Lord  of  Rocbefier  doth  pretend  to  fettle  Sir  Umj 
<•  Neville^  and  Sir  Ralph  IViimmd  in  both  thofe 
**  places,  the  which  advertifement  I  coold  fiot  but 
**  find  very  ftrange,  not  only  that  it  fhould  be  affed- 
<^  ed  to  make  fuch  a  conjunftion,  but  ^o  tiiat  my- 
<*  fclf  ffiouW  be  fo  unhappy,  as  to  have  Sir  Ralph 
<*  Wtnwooi  preferred  before  n>e,  who  have  ferved 
•^  alrooft  douWe  the  time,  that  he  lath  done  \  and, 
"  as  I  will  be  bold  to  fey,  being,  in  idl  relpefts,  as 
*'  well  juftified  for  the  difcharging  of  my  duty/* 
But  Sr  Ralph  Winwoodffzs  not  promoted  to  the  poft 
of  Secretary  till  the  29th  of  ilforriJ  i6i4,(v)i  and 
Sir  Henry  Neville  met  with  no  promotie^  till  his 
death  ;  which  happened  the  r^th  of  July  161 5  (w)^ 
the  King  being  thought  not  to  have  any  great  incH- 
pation  to  him  fjir). 

The  faftions  in  the  Court  of  France ^  in  the  year 
1613,  were  very  high  between  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  the  Marquis  iAmre^  the  Nobility,  and  the 
old  Minifters.     Nor  were  tte  affah'S  of  England  in 

(t)  Ibid.  Vol.  IX.  H  Camdtm  Amrales  Regis  Jacobi  I. 
p.  9.  (iv)  Idem  ibid.  p.  12.  (x)  Mr.  CbamberUm 

to  Sir  Rnlpb  IVhmoody  London^  g\ii  January  i6ia.     Winwood"^ 
Memorials,  Vol  III.  p.  421. 
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any  tolerable  fituatioh  under  the  dirciSion  of  fo  ill  a 
mM  as  the  Lord  Vifcount  Rochefter^  whofe  (hare  in 
the  n^urder  of  his  friend  Sir  Thomas  Overbury^ .  and 
ifltrtgues  with  the  Countefs  of  Effe^y  Whom  he  af- 
terwards procured  to  be  divorced  from  her  hulband, 
and  married  to  himftlf,  rendered  him  unworthy  of 
the  favour  and  confidence  of  the  King  his  Matter, 
and  of  the  mercy,  which  was  Ihewn  him  by  his 
Majefty,  after  his  guilt  was  detefted,  for  reafons 
of  a  very  dark  and  fufpicious  nature.  Sir  Ralph 
Winwoody  Who  went  over  to  England  from  Holland^ 
zSyMi  Septtmhtr  1613,  wrote  foon  after  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas EdfMnde^  a  very  gloomy  account  of  the  ftate  of 
Engldhd  at  that  time  )  in  anfwer  to  which  Sir  Tho- 
mas  obferved  (a)^  that  as  it  was  the  general  com^ 
plaint y  fo  it  was  to  be  the  more  lamented ;  for  that 
ioe  muft  enpeifj  lays  he,  rather  a  great  declining^ 
ibaH  any  betttr  amendment  y  if  things  run  on  in  the 
courfe^  which  they  do.  But^  methinks^  the  prejfinl 
Hic^tiet  of  the  State  fhould  neceffatily  infer  the  call- 
ing of  the  Parliament y  and  the  fettling  of  other  im- 
paftant  hujintfs.  This  fhews,  that  he  was  at  once 
^nfible  of  the  grievances,  which  the  Nation  then 
labcHired  Undef,  and  the  bed  means  for  redreffing 
them,  by  Parliament. 

Sir  ThomfkSy  in  the  end  of  this  year  1613,  defircd 
leave  to  return  to  England \  but  it  was  refufed  him, 
tiH  he  fhould  receive  the  final  refolution  of  the  Court 
of  France^  about  the  treaty  of  marriage  between 
PrirlG^  Chdrles  and  Madame  Chrijline  (b)\  which 
having  at  laft  obtained,  he  left  Paris ^  and  arrived  in 
England  about  (he  end  oi  January  1613-14  Crj. 

I 

(a)  Lcttcf  t6  Sir  Ralfh  Wimvood  from  Paris,    5th  Ocfc/^>,  r 
1613     Ibid.  p.  483^  (^)  Mr.  Bi^uleu  to  Sit Ra/p/j  H'-n- 

n*9cody  Paris^  DiCtmber  1613.  Ibid.  p.  488.  [c]  Ibid.  p.  4q2. 
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The  propofition  of  the  marriage,  and  efpecially 
fomc  points  of  it,  met  with  great  oppofition  there 
from  the  Privy-council,  who  were  extremely  dif- 
pleafed,  that  fo  imporunt  an  affair  (hould  not  have 
Dcen  communicated  to  them  {d).  But  the  King  was 
fo  zealous  for  that  marriage,  that  he  fent  Sir  Tbo- 
mas  Edtnondes  again  to  Paris  with  inftruAions, 
dated  July  20th  16 14.,  for  concluding  it  {e) ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Pope  ufed  all  his  efforts  to 
difluade  the  Queen  Regent  of  France  from  con- 
ienting  to  an  alliance  with  an  Heretic,  inconMent 
with  the  honour  and  interefls  of  the  Catholic  Reli- 
gion (f).  And  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  Court 
of  France  affeded  to  (hew  a  zeal  for  it,  merely  with 
a  view  to  amufe  the  Proteftants  in  general,  who  were 
alarmed  at  the  double  marriage  with  Spain. 

While  Sir  Thomas  Fdmondes  was  in  England^  he 
drew  up  a  difcourfe  addreifed  to  the  King^  intituled^ 
Confideraiions  touching  the  difcontentments  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  other  PrinceSy  and  what 
eourfe  his  Majefty  was  to  follow  thereupon  (g).  He 
ftatcs  the  queftion  as  a  triple  confideration,  **  Whc- 
**  ther  your  Majefty  fhould  abfolutely  abftain  from 
•*  interefting  yourfelf  in  the  caufe?  Or  whether 
you  (hould  direftly  declare  yourfelf  therein?  Or, 
laftly,  whether  it  were  not  bell,  that  your  Ma- 
jefty (hould  take  fome  middle  couHe,  which 
might,  in  fome  fort,  give  comfort  to  that  party ; 
and  yet  not  difcontcnt  the  State  ?  '*  Sir  Thomas 
inclines  to  this  laft  method.  He  begins  with  reprc- 
fcnting  the  defign  of  the  aflTociation  of  the  Princes, 
which  was  to  oppofe  the  Minijiers,  who  were  altoge- 

(d)  Ibid.  p.  497.  (i)  Sir  Tbo  Edmtmd€i*%  MS.  State- 

Papers,  Vol.  X.  (f)  Vittorio  Siri,  Memorie  recondite, 

Tom,  III.  p.  44— -51,  (g)  Sir  7b$,  Edmondish  MS.  State- 
Papers,  Vol.  X. 
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tbir  afftEtei  to  Rome  and  Spain  ^:  And  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon  pretended,  that,  the  benefits,  which  would 
arife  from  this,  were,  i.  "  That,  in  fecking  to 
^^  put  oflP  the  marriages  'v^th  Spain^  there  is  hope  of 
*^  breaking  the  fame.  2.  Nourifhing  a  fadion  and 
^^  divifion  among  the  Catholics^  and  procuring 
the  beft  part  of  them,  in  the  hatred  of  Spain^  to 
depend  upon  your  Majefty  :  And,  3.  Extinguifli- 
ing,  by  this  means,  the  fa6lions  amongft  thofe  of 
the  Religion.*' 
Sir  Tbomasj  upon  his  retum  to  Parisj  wrote  two 
letters  on  the  12th  of  Juguft  1614  (i?) ;  one  to  Sir 
Ralph  IVimvoody  who  had  been  made  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  March  preceding,  by  the  intereft  of  the 
Lord  Vifcount  Rocbefier^  now  Earl  of  Somerfel  (/), 
and  Lord  Chamberlain  {k) ;  and  the  other  to  the 
King.  In  the  latter  he  obfcrved,  that  he  had  ac- 
quainted Secretary  de  Villeroy  with  his  Majefty's 
refo]ution  of  employing  Sir  Henry  JVotton  into  the 
Low  Countries  "  about  the  affairs  of  Juliers\  and  of 
<  *  the  expedients,  whereof  his  Majefty  had  bethought 
**  himfelf  for  the  accommodating  of  that  difference, 
>^  to  prevent  the  danger  of  falling  into  a  war.  I 
underftand,  adds  he^  that  Monfr.  de  Villeroy  is 
the  perfon,  that  hath  now  the  predominant  credit 
**  in  the  Court,  the  lame  having  been  much  con- 
*•  firmed  by  the  good  fuccefs  of  the  counfel,  which 
"  he  gave  the  Queen  for  undertaking  this  journey; 
**  in  that  (he  hath  found,  that  the  fame  hath,  been  a 
•*  great  means  for  the  weakening  the  credit  of  the 
*'  Prince  of  Condi ;  and  confcquently  increafing  the 
^*  King's  authority,  by  the  general  affeftion,  which 
**  the  people  have  fticwed  to  him,  and  the  great 

(b)  Ibid.  (/'    He  was  advanced  to  that  title  Nov.  4. 

161 3.  Camdeni  Annalea  Regis  Jacobi  I.  p.  9.        (k)  July  10. 

1614.  Ibid.  p.  10. 
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^^  confluence  of  the^Nobilityy  which)  ftom  the  paitt 
^^  thereabouts,  have  reforted  to  him«  And,  cono^'* 
♦*  riwifc,  the  Chancellor,  and  the  Prefident  Jeofmkii 
^^  have,  been  much  accu£^  for  diflUading  the  Queen 
^*  from  the  £ud  journey :  whereupon  it  ia  hcrld^  ^tat 
the  cprrefpondenfjr  between  the  ChanCeHof  stnd 
Monfr.  de  Villeroy  is  not  now  fo  gi«t  as  fornierly 
**  it  hath  been."  The  journey  of  the  King  mi 
Queen  Regent,  mentioned  in  thU  letter^  was  thau  to 
Poitiers  J  of  which  the  Prince  oi  Condi  had  attempt* 
ed  to  make  himfelf  ttiafter  \  but  tctired  at  ihe  ap- 
proach of 'their  Majeftics  (/). 

Sir  Henry  JVotton*^  employment  in  HpUani  waa  oc«> 
cafloned  by  a  new  difpute  arifing  between  the  State* 
General  arid  the  Archdukes^  with  relatkin  to  Juliers  \ 
and  he,  being  arrived  at  the  Hagui^  wrote  from 
thence  to  Sir  Stomas  Edmondis^  on  the  1 8th  of  jlu^ 
guft  i6j4(«i).  "  I  was  the  morning  of  your  «k- 
^  parture  at  your  houfe  in  St.  Bartb&knuii}\  xb 
^^  have  kifled  your  handi  \  and,  midlrvg  ydu  at  titat 
^^  time,  I  was  returning  towanls  you  immediately 
^^  after  dinner  to  mend  my  fortune^  whe^  a  fudden 
"  voice  of  the  King  of  DeHmark'%  arrival  (n)  car- 
♦•  ried  me  from  your  Lordfliip,  Wtth  the  reft  of  the 
♦'  torrent,  to  the  Queen's  houfe,  where  1  was  teft 
^^  all  that  afternoon  among  certahi  wits^  that  weii; 
•*  glad  of  new  matter  to  talk  oq,  efpcciaUy  when  Kingj 
*'  fell  into  their  hands.  Since  my  coming  hither,  whsch 
♦♦  was  on  the  2d  of  Augufi  in  our  ftyle,  I  have  not 
**  written  fo  much  as  or>e  to  has  Mi^efty  j  for  I  iaw 
••  nothing  till  this  very  day,  upon  y^bich  m^ht  be 
^*  grounded  any  material  difpatch,  notwithftanding 

(I)  Memoires  de  la  Regence  de  Marie  de  Mcdicis.Tom.  I. 
p.  1 37— HO-  &  Ic  Vaffor,  Hift.  de  Louis  XIII.  Lib.  V.  p.  606 
— 6 1  ^  (m)  Sir  Tbomtu  Eimmdei^  MS.  State  Papers,  Vol.  X. 
(n)  He  arrived  on  the  21ft  of  July  1614,  Caindeni  Annalej 
Rf^s  Jacobil.  p.  11. 

*<  that 


England,  France,  anJBtuffkls.       ^yp 

•*  that  I  had  had  four  public  audiences,  and  three 
•*  committees  (a3  I  may  term  them),  wherwft  Ibmc 
**  erf*  the  States  were  deputed  to  treat  wirh^me  apart, 
•*  befides  fundry  private  conference^  with  his  E»- 
♦*  cellence,  ^nd  Monfr.  Barneveldt^  the  onacle  of  the 
**  place, '  ■  They  have  now  finally  put  the  whole 
••  matter,  touching  the  fequeftration  of  Juliers^  into 
*•  Motifr.  du  Maurierh  hands  and  mine,  as  repre- 

^*  fentants  of  our  Maftcn.  • Thefe  hafty  rag- 

^*  ged  lines  may  well  (hew  you  how  we  are  ftreight* 
*•  cned  for  time,  fearing,  to  be  furprifed  by  fome 
^*  hoftile  aft  of  the  Archdukes,  which  would  tra- 
**  verfe  our  treaty.  Ypur  anticnt  creature  Mr.  Trum- 
**  hull  (a  very  intelligent  inftrument,  as  appeareth 
**  by  his  letters,  and  right  honeft  by  all  reports) 
**  hath  done  many  good  offices  to  mollify  the  faid 
•*  Archdukes,  who  fcem,  or  at  l^aft  would  feem, 
•*  very  eager  to  do  we  know  aiot  what.  And  the 
*'  States  here  laid  very  civilly  to  my  charge,  that  1 
**  have  kept  them  from  marching  towards  their  fron- 
**  tiers,  wnich  they  now  begin  to  fortify  with  a  few 
•*  removes  of  certain  companies  from  the  more  in^ 
•*  land  garifons." 

Lodowick  Stuart  J  Duke  of  Lenox^  and  afterwards 
of  Richmond^  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houfhold,  who 
was  one  of  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes^s  friends,  wrote  to 
him  from  ff^iteball^  on  the  3d  of  OSfober  {o)y  that 
as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  at  Royftcn^  he  would  take  oc- 
cafion  to  remind  his  Majefty  of  Sir  Vhomas^  that 
his  abfcnce,  in  his  Majefly's  fcivice,  might  not  make 
him  be  forgot ;  and  that  he  would  not  fail  to  re- 
member him  ftill  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  Suffolk^  who 
affured  the  Duke  of  his  love  towards  Sir  Thomas.  He 
acquaints  him  likwife,  that  Sir  FulkCrevile^  celebra^ 
ted  for  his  friendlhip  with  Sir  Philip  Sidney^  and  afr 

[0)  Sir  Thomas  Edrnfutcs'^  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  X. 
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terwards  Lord  Brook^  was  made  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  Under-Treafurer,  **  by  my  Lady 
Suffolke^s  favour  and  meanes ;  befydes  his  other 
good  frinds.     But  his  greatefl:  afllirance  was  by 
hir.     Thei  fay  alfo,  that  Mr.  D  ♦  ♦  thought 
himfelf  certaine  to  have  the  fame  places,  having 
•'my  Lord  Somerfei's  favour  and  promifle:    but 
this  fame  well-talking  peiple  fays,  that  a  certaine 
ftrong  frcnde  of  Sir  Foulke  GraveW%  fo  dealt  with 
my  Lady  Suffolk^  and  my  Lord  Somerfctj  or  with 
my  Lady  Somerfet^  that,  by  their  meanes,  he  hcs 
the  place,  and  was  prcfentlei  fwomc  Confeller  to, 
"  As  I  remember,  that  frende  of  Foulke  GravelU  is, 
•'  by  the  moft  pairt,  called  four  thoufand  pounds 
''  ftcrling  i  fo  as  Sir  Thomas  Leakes^  and  Mr.  2)*  ♦ 
^  refufing  to  make  fuche  a  lyke  frend  of   therj 
"  to  fpeake  for  them,  loft  the  place.     Sir  Foulke 
*'  Gravell  hcs  a  general  good  report  of  all  men  1 
*'  yet  it  is  thought,  that  his  witt  lyfe  not  fo  fittingly 
"  this  way,  as  to  have  ben  a  Secretar.     For  my 
•*  Lord  Knolles  *,  he  only  gives  the  King  thankes  for 
**  his  office  i  yet  this  ftrange  peipell  faife,  that  yf  he 
*'  was  not  maried,  he  ftiould  not  be  Matter  of  the 
"  Wardes." 

Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  continued  to  fend  to  his 
Court  an  exa6i:  account  of  the  fituation  of  things 
in  France  at  that  critical  feafon.  On  the  28th  of 
Oliober  16 14,  he  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Somerfety 
who,  though  then  only  LK>rd  Chamberlain,  yet  1^]\\ 
kept  the  fecret  of  public  afGurs  in  his  own  hands. 
By  the  former  letters,  fays  Sir  Thomas  (p\  which 
I  wrote  unto  his  Majefty,  and  your  Lordflup,  I 
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*  William  Lord  Knolles^  afterwards  Vifcount  Banbury^  and 
Earl  of  Banbury y  was  made  Mafler  of  the  Court  of  Wards,  loth 
of  Offober  1 6 1 4.  He  married  iirft  Doretby^  daughter  of  Eihatnd 
Lord  Br/7y,  and,  fecondfy,  Elix^betb^  cldeft  daughter  of  TJbgmsj 
Earl  of  Suffolk.  (^)  Sir  Iho.  EdmsnJei^  MS  State-Papers, 

Vol  X. 
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**  did  advertife,  how  greatly  the  Prince  of  Condi's 
*^  credit  was  declined  after  the  making  of  the  treaty 
**  of  St.  Menebout^  by  reafon  of  his  unhappy  cnga- 
•*  ^g  himfelf  in  the  bufinefs  of  PoiSiers  ;  fo  as  he 
**  was  fo  far  from  being  able  to  fland  upon  any 
*'  terms,  for  the  obferving  of  the  former  treaty,  as 
**  he  could  not  be  of  a  long  time  perfuaded,   that 
*'  he  might  come  with   any  fafcty  hither."     He 
then  obferves,  that  there  was  all  the  artifice  ufed, 
that  might  be,  for  the  deterring  of  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon  from  coming  to  Court :  Firft,  out  of  jea- 
loufy,  left  be  Ibould  renew  the  confederacy  of  the 
Princes :  fecondly,  left  he  (hould  fet  on  foot  fome 
propofitions  at  the  affembly  of  the  States,  which 
would    have    been  nothing  pleafing  to    the   Mi- 
nifters:  and,  thirdly,  becaufe  Monfr.  ^^  Villeroy  was 
unwilling,  that  he  (hould  come  to  exercife  the  charge 
of  Conftable^  which  bclongeth  to  him  as  firft  Mar- 
Ihal  of  FrancCy  which  Monfr.  de  Villeroy  did  in  ef- 
feft  fupply,  by  virtue  of  his  place  of  Secretary  for 
the  war.     Fourthly,  and  laftly,  for  that,  by  his  ab- 
fcnce,  they  would  have  rendered  him    more  and 
more  odious  to  the  King  and  Queen :  *'  Of  all  which 
**  prafticcs    againft   him  Monfr.  de  Villeroy  hath 
**  been  the  chief  contriver.      The  intelligence  re- 
**  mdneth  ftill  good  between  the  Prince  of  Conde^ 
**  the  Duke  of  Bouillon^    and  the   other  Princes  j 
**  but  the  faid  Duke  doth  govern  himfelf  with  fo 
"  little  conftancy  and  courage^  as  none  of  them 
**  dare  to  repofe  any  confidence  in  him  •,  and  now 
*•  all,  that  they  defirc  to  work  upon  him,  is,  n9t  • 
*'  that  he  fliould  be  in  any  thing  a6Hve  himfelf, 
**  but  only  that  he  would  authorize  and  further  fuqh 
**  good  motions,  as  Ihall  be  made  unto  him.    The 
•**  Duke  complaineth,  that  he  doth  find,  that  matters 
**  are  carried  with  a  ftranee  byas  here  5  and  that  only 
•*  by  Monfr.  de  Villeroy  %  means.  ■    ■  ■       The  jea* 

**  loufies 
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*' '  loufies  are  fo  ^eat  between  all  thefe  great  men,  m 
*'  they  have  all  of  them,  for  their  better  fafety,  in- 
"  crcafecT  the  number  of  their  followers  ;  and  the 
^^  Queen  hath  alio  caufed  the  ordinary  companies  of 
"  light  horfe  to  approach  nearer  to  this  town,    • 

'^  I  underfbnd,  that  the  Spamfh  Emballador  ucr 
•'  tered  of  late  thefe  words  to  a  conBdcnt  friend  of 
*«  his,  that  it  might  be  his  Matter  would  yield  to  a 
^^  furfeance  of  arms  in  the  Low  Cotaitrics  ;  but  that 
*'  he  would  neverthelefs  ftill  keep  his  army  afoot, 
^^  to  the  end  to  have  the  fame  in  a  readinels  for  tiie 
fervice  of  the  Qyeen.  Which  agrecth  with  that, 
which  I  formerly  fignified,  that  it  was  as  well  to 
give  reputation  to  the  Queen's  affairs,  as  for  other 
occafions,  that  the  King  of  Sfain  had  made  thofe 
*'  levies. 

"  The  Prefident  Jeannin^  who  is  a  freer  fpeaker 
**  than  any  of  the  reft  of  the  Minitters^  could  not 
<^  contain  himfelf  from  fayitig  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillw 
*^  the  other  day,  that  his  Majefty  [King  yames]  did 
**  too  much  intermeddle  with  their  affairs. 

**  The  Marlhal  i^Ancre  went,  a  few  Days  ikice^ 
^*  to  the  Prefident  Jeannin^  and  dealt  with  him  in 
^*  the  Queen's  qame,  that,  in  refped  of  his  old  ags, 
^'  he  would  be  content  to  refign  his  charge  of  Con^ 
^^  troller-General  des  Finances  to  one  Monfr.  HoU^^ 
**  who  is  his  creature.  Whereunto  he  ttoudy  a»- 
*'  fwercd  him,  that  he  would  not  do  any  fuch  wrong 
^^  to  his  reputadon,  but  that  be  was  rdblved  to  dk 
"  in  the  place/* 

Mr.  George  VilUerSj  afterwards  Duke  of  Bucking'^ 
ham^  began  now  to  grow  into  the  King's  favour  \ 
of  which  Sir  Thomas  Somerfet  gave  Sir  'Thomas  Ed- 
fwmdes  an  account  in  a  letter  from  London  of  the  1 2th 
of  December  1614  [a)^    '*  Great  fpeecb,  f(^s  kif 

(«)  Ibid. 
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"  th«r«  ia  Qf  a  new  fcv^unte,  and  that  he  ftould  be 
•*fworn  af  <Jw  Bedchamber  ere  l(»g.    For  my 
*•  part,  wh§n  it  i3  done,  I  will  believe  it  ^  yet  thcft 
*♦  is  and  hath  been  as  ftrange  things  done  in  our 
•*  age^-ir— 4  hqar  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
**  [$ir  i^<*ft^  Grevik]  of  hnnfelf  difpttcheth    little 
*^  bufinefs  s  and  therefore  it  ii  thought  he  will  part 
«  with  the  place  \  but  h^»  that  (hall  have  it,  is  not 
"  9»  yet  known/*    But  though  Sir  T^opkis  Somr^ 
fit  fcfimed  not  to  credit  the  difcourfe  about  the 
pew  favourite  \  yet  the  latter,  then  Cup-bearer  to 
the  King,  who  took  the  firft  imprclfion  in  his  fa^ 
vour  at  jiptbcrpe  in  Nortbantptcinft>ire  (^),  was,  on 
St.  Gtarg€\  dAy^Jprili^d^  1 6 1 5,  fworn  Gcntkman  of 
the  Bodchaoxbrr,  and  the  next  day  knighted  in  hU 
Majelty's  Bedchamber*     Upon  which  oocsfion  Sir 
aaipk  fVimvQQd  wrote  to  Sir  Tbmas  EdmmUs  on 
the  26th  of  that  month  (c) ;  Tie  favour  $bi  King 
ioib  Jbetn  bkn  is   e^itmoriinary  \.    and  many  hapt^ 
fbdt  tbirdy  the  isrrent^  in  H^e  caurfi  af  fur  aff^s^ 
wiU  ba  fiayid^  tbmgb  not  tbe  Jlream  turned.    Six 
Ra^  fyintoood  like  wile  oli^onrea,  xS[iZi^tb4  C$urt  was 
n&uer  fullir  rffaStion ;  attd  bappy^  adds  he,  is  be^ 
tkdf  is  farlbefi  fropi  it*    Tbmnas  Earl  of  Arundeh 
the  famous  Colledtor  of  Antiquities,  and  Marmora^ 
which  bear  his  name,  gave  Sir  iTsomai  Edmand^i  the 
fame  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  Court,  in  a  letter  of 
the  23d  o^ February  (614^15  (d):  **  For  out  courfe 
^^  here,  I  muft  really  Ice  you-  know  (out  of  our  mu<- 
^  tually  profefTed  liberty)  that  fafpiciDns  and  jealou-" 
*^  lies  are  now  between  parties  grown  to  that  height, 
^  to  diflfoWe,  or,  at  ieaft,    flaqk  bonds  of  kindred, 
**  that  I  proteft  unto  your  Lordfhip,  I,  in  my  par- 

.    (b)  Reliquke  Wottomaase,  p.  209.  3d  edit.  (c)   Sir  7>&#. 

Edmondn\  M^  State-Papers,  Vol.  X.  (^  Prom  Aruodtl- 
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ticular,  have  no  comfort  or  ^ddrefs  in  tbi9  place, 
but  only  the  King  my  Matter's  favour,  which,  I 
doubt  not,  will  ever  protect  his  ihnocency,  who, 
without  other  ends  than  bare  love  and  duty,  foP 
^'  lows  him/*     But  thefe  Court-fa&ions  ibon  cea* 
tred  in  Sir  George  ViUiers^  who,  upon  the  decline 
of  the  Earl  of  Somerfef*s  intereft  with  the  King,  be- 
came the  reigning  favourite,  and  governed  all  things 
in  as  abfblute  and  imperious  a  mann^  as  his  prede- 
cefibr,  though  he  had  fcarce  any  other  advantages 
to  recommend  him  to  his  Majefty,  than  thole  of  a 
mod  graceful  peribn.     Upon  what  terms  of  familia-^ 
rity  he  was  with  his  Royal  Mailer  is  evident,  not 
much  to  the  honour  of  either  of  them,  from-  two 
volumes  of  original  letters,  which  paiied  between 
them,  ftill  extant  in  the  Harleian  library,  fiill  of  the 
obicenefl:  expreflions  in  our  language,  and  fiich  as 
Dr.  WelvDOod^  who  has  ^ven  fome  extra&s  from 
thoie  letters,  fays  (^),  might  tnake  a  bawd  to  blufi)  to 
repeat.    So  impure  a  con*e(pondence  is  an  amasuog 
inconfiilency  with  thofe  theological  and  devotional 
tradls,  which- the  King  gave  the  world  with  fo  much 
pomp  among  his  works,  and  which  he  cauled  to  be 
tranflated  into,  and  publifhed  in,  both  the  Latin  and 
French  tongues. 

The  alliance,  which  had  been  contrafted  in  OSober 
161  J,  between  Monfr.  de  VHlercy  and  the  Marqus 
d^Ancre^  by  the  marriage  of  thegrandfon  of  the  former 
with  the  daughter  of  the  latter  (/*),  did  not  prevent  a 
new  difpute  between  the  Secretary  and  the  Queen  Re- 
gent's Favourite ;  of  which  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  gave 
the  following  account,  in  a  letter  of  the  1 2th  of  Decern* 

m 

(e)  Notes  on  Arthur  WilfitC%  Life  of  YM%Jamu\.  in  the 
Complete  Htdoiy  oli  England^  Vol.  II.  p.  697.  ift  edit. 
.    (f)  Memoires  de  U  Regence,  Tom.  I.  p.  1 19. 
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fcr  1 614,  from  Parts  to  Secretary  Winwocd  (g). 
**  I  do  even  now  ,underftand,  that  M.  de  VilUrtr/y 
**  finding  himfelf  much  aggrieved  with  fome  foul 
**  ^eeches,  which  were  ufed  by  the  Marquis  d^Ancre 

f  ^^  and  his  wife,  of  him,  in  i):iling  him  by  the  name 
**  of  traitor,  and  having  thereof  complained  to  the 
•*  Queen,  he  was  to  ill  fatisfied  with  the  cold  anfwers, 
•*  which  Ihe  gave  him,  as  thereupon  he  is  retired, 
*^  very  much  difcontented,  to  hils  houfe  at  Ccnftans. 
^^  But  notwithftanding  that,  beddes  the  unkindnefs, 
•*  which  is  between  him  and  Marlhal  d^Ancrt^  there 
•^  doth  alfo  concur  the  ill  correlpondency,  which  he 
**  hath  with  the  Chancellor,  yet  he  is  fo  neceflary,  as 
^^  there  will  be  prefendy  car6  taken  to  repair  thefe 
*«  breaches.** 

In  another  letter  of  the  fiime  date  to  Secretary 
Winwood  (b).  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  obferves,  **  That 
*'  M.  de  Villeroy  was  not  difplcafed,  that  the  difgrace 
*'  fliould  light  upon  M.  de  Puifieux  for  the  error, 
**  which  he  committed  [in  writing  a  letter  to  the 
**  French  Embaflador  in  England^  menacing  King 
*^  James  on  account  of  the  loffcs  fuftained  by  the 
**  French  from  the  Englijh]  in  refped  of  a  private 
**  great  unkindnefs,  which  is  fallen  out  between  him 
"  and  the  Chancellor  [whofe  fon  M.  de  Puifieux  was], 
^*  who  hath  lately  ftridly  joined  himfelf  with  the 

\  **  Marlhal  d^  Ancre\  and  they  both  remain  at  this 
•^  time  in  lU  terms  with  M.  de  Villeroy ^ 

Sir  Thomas^  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary,  from 
PariSy  of  the  9th  of  January  16 14-15  (/),  takes 
notice,  that  *'  M.  de  ViUerofs  credit  remained  ftiU 
**  eclipfed  by  the  Marquis  de  Ancre^s  means ;    and 

*        *•  now  he  hath  refigned  to  Monfr.  de  Puifieux  the 

(g)  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes'* t   MS.   State-Papers,  Vol.  X. 
{h)  Ibid.  (i)  Ibid.  Vol,  IX. 
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^f'  place^  which  he  only  reuined  ia  his  hands  as  ?r/>r 
•*  forier  of  the  war ;  wbci^by  he  had  the  chief  ma* 
^  naging  of  the  revenue  of  the  f^uJkn:^  fatfaat 
<^  now  he  hath  ho  other  fun&ion  than  only  of  a 
*' Counfcllor  of  State."    . 

«  On  the  :joth  of  that  month.  Sir  Thomas  Edmanda 
uiformod  Secretary  ff^nwo^  (k)j  that  the  Com^^ 
mandeur  de  Sillery^  brother  to  the  Chancellor  •f 
France^  was  fent  inio  Spain  ;  ^*  and  it  ig  iaid^  that 
*^  his  private  errand  is,  to  do.  Moofr.  dfi  FiUt- 
^^  roy  all  the  ill  offices  he  may,  for  the  naoing  of 
'^  his  credit  there ;  for  that  the  Chancellor  aad  die 
^^  Marlhal  d^Jtmrt  do  greatly  apprehend,  that,  by 
^^  reafon  of  the  aflfcdtiop,  whicji  is  born  to  NL  ie  VUhy 
^^  roy  in  Spainj  he  would  poflfefs  the  greatefl:  power 
*'  and  credit  with  the  youf^  Queen  at  her  csoming 
^<  hither,  in  like  fort,  as  he  hath  already  ^ardfied 
^<  himfelf  by  the  fettling  of  his  fiiends  in  the  (rfaces, 
^^  which  are  of  neareft  fervice  about  the  King.    And 

I  have  been  told,  that  his  jealoufy  hath  been  the 
^^  chiefeft  caufe  of  the  praAice  for  the  difgracing  of 

M.  de  Filler  ay ;  and  that  the  Commandeur's  voyage 

was  exprefly  refolv'd  on,  to  make  it  appear,  that, 
**  notwithftanding  M.  de  ViUerey^%  dil^ce,  there 
^'  was  care  taken  by  the  Queen  to  advance  the  pre- 
^^  parations  for  marriage ;  which,  notwitbftanding, 
^^  fome  fay  will  not  be  fo  foon  eflfe&ed,  but  k  wtil 
**  require  fome  further  time  to  difcover  thefe  myftc- 
♦*  ries,  if  any  fuch  there  be.** 

The  peace,  which  had  been  made  at  St.  Meuband 
between  the  Duke  of  Ventadour  and  the  King*s  Com- 
milTioners  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Prince  of  Condi 
and  his  party  on  the  other,  was  not  long  obferved ; 
the  fame  modves,  which  at  firft  occafioned  the  in- 

(i)  Ibid.  Vol.  X. 
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Xbrredion  of  the  Pt^noe,  ilill  fiibfifting,  viz.  the 
great  authority  of  the  MarQial  iTAncre^  zxA  the 
^double  maniage  with   Spmp.     This  induced  the 
malecoiMentS)  iq  161 5,  to  aflemble  at  C^i^^^,  where 
they  entered  upon  a  rdblution  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion   of    that  marriage -f   and   accordingly  levied 
^forces   to  fupport    themfelves,    as  the  King  and 
:  Queen-Mother  had  done  on  their  fide.    But,  on 
the  iSth  of  O^cbir  tl;ie  niarriages 'were  performed, 
the  Duke  of  LtrwM  efpcAifing  the  Infanta  at  Burgos ^ 
as  praxy  for  Lewis  XIII.  and  the  Duke  of  Guifc 
.  efpo^fiflg  at  Bimrde^ux,  on  the  iame  day,  Princds 
JEiizab^tb^  in  the  n^meof  the  Prince  of  Spain. 

Aoaidit  tbefe  iotdlipe  oontefts  in  France.^  Sir  Tbtf- 

.mas  Edm$ndes  feems.  to  have  countenanced  the  Prince 

.  of XuE^if  s  party  i  which  rendered  him  greatly  obno- 

.  jdous  to  the  French  Court :  and  Mr.  Jaibn  Woodford^ 

one  of  his  Secretaries,  wrote  to.  him  from  L  ondon  tm 

the  3d  of  September  161 5  (Z^,  that  he  had  learnt 

from  Mr.  Francis  Cotfington  fwho  was  informed  of 

4t  by  Sir  Lewis  Lewkner^  Maftec  of  the  Ceremomes), 

4hat  the  French  Embailador  had  complained  to  the 

King^   when  his  Majefty  was  lately  at  S^UJburyy 

^^  that  Sir  Tbimas  Edmondes's  houfe  was  the  ordi- 

**  nary  refort  of  all  the  roalecontents  and  ill-affefted 

.««  perfons  of  <cbe  St^ie,*,  and  that  all  Ms  difcourfes 

.  *•  were  mutinous.    And  therefore  the  Embaflador 

**  belbught  his   Majefty  to  (hew  himfcif  fenfiWe 

.  **  thereof,    as  he  would  exped:,  that  the  King  his 

**  Mafter  (hould  fhcw  in  the  like  caufc  of  complaint 

.  ••  againft  any  of  his  Minifters.     Whereunto  the  Em- 

**  baflador  faid,  that  his  Majefty  made  iinrwer,  Je  , 

♦*  le  chafiieray  moi^  s'il  eft  ainft :  But  that  his  Majefty 

,  *^  abided  withall,  that  he  did  not  believe  it  ^  and  that 

{/)  fbid.  . 
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**  thefc  were  the  calumnies  of  the  Jefuits  and  Jc- 
^'  fuited  perfons,  who,  maligning  the  amity  and  good 
**  correfpondence,  which  had  long  been  between  the 
**  two  States,  fought  to  interrupt  it  by  traducing  his 
**  Majcfly  in  the  perfon  of  his  Minifters/* 

On  the  5th  of  the  fame  month  Secretary  Winwoad 
wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  from  the  Court  at 
fFindfor  (m) :  "  Many  are  the  rcafons,  which  moved 
**  his  Majefty  to  give  you  charge  in  his  name  to  prc- 
^^  fent  his  intermife  for  the  accommodating  of  chofe 
*'  differences^  which,  I  fear,  before  this  dme  are 
*'  broken  forth  into  an  open  combuftion  :  but  prin- 
•*  cipally  they  are  thefe ;  the  care  he  hath  of  the 
'*  body  of  the  Religion,  which  will  be  in  dangerto  be 
extirpated,  if  the  marriages  with  Spain  Ihall  be  ac- 
compKfticd,  and  the  government  of  the  afiairs  re- 
main eftablifhed  in  the  hands  of  thole  peribns,  who 
now  poflefs  them.  The  prefcrvation  of  the  wel- 
**  fare  of  Cbriflendom,  which  cannot  but  run  a  great 
**  hazard,  if  Spain  Ihall  become  incorporated  with 
**  France.  The  refpcftfiil  care  his  Majefty  hath  of 
the  French  King,*  who,  being  yet  but  in  his  mino- 
rity, fhould  not  be  intangled  in  a  civil  war,  by  the 
**  mi/government  of  them,  who  aim  at  thdr  own 
**  private  ends,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  grcat- 
**  nefe,  to  the  difhonour  of  his  crown,  and  the  dif- 
**  fcrvice  of  the  State.  The  affeftion  he  doth  bear 
•'  to  the  perfon  of  the  Princes,  whom,"  in  uphold- 
*'  ing  fo  juft  and  worthy  a  caufe,  with  his  honour 
"  he  may  not  fuffer  to  fall  and  pcrifh."  Sir  Ralph 
then  gives  an  account  of  the  audience,  which  the 
French  Embaffador  had  of  the  King,  firft  at  Theo- 
iald's^  then  at  London,  and  a  double  audience  at 
Salijbury  j    **  where,  whatever  the  Embaffador  ft- 

(m)  Ibid. 
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*•  kteth,  his  Majefty  clearly  and  fincercly  did  open 
**  himfelf,  how  much  he  condemneth  the  precipita- 
•*  tion'of  thefe  marriages  -,  the  exorbitant  power  of 
**  the  Mirihal  d^Ancre^  whom,  in  pJain  terms,  and 
•*  in  my  hearing  (for  it  was  his  Majefty *s  pleafure  to 
*'  have  me  prefent)  he  often  called  Coquin^  and  too 
^^  bale  a  companion  to  be  piit  in  balance  with  the 
**  Duke  oi  Longueville :  the  miigovernment  of  that 
**  State,  and  the  mifdemeanour  of  the  great  officers, 
•*  and  namely  of  the  Chancellor,  whom,  when  the 
^{  Embaflador  did  excufe  and  commend,  his  Majefty 
**  replied,  that  he  was  the  firft  Frenchman^  that  ever 
^'  he  heard  fpeak  well  of  him ;    adding,  that,  by 
^^  the   language  he  held,  he   found   he   fpoke  for 
^^  the  public,    like  ah  Embaftador  fent  from  that 
**  Queen,  and  for  the  private  of  the  Chancellor,  like 
*•  his  fon-in-law.     And  whereas  he  [the  Embaffador] 
^^  inveighed  againft  the  Princes,  faying,  whatfoever 
**  their  pretences  were  for  the  good  of  the  public, 
*'  yet  their  ends  were  for  their  own  private  \  and  if 
•*  they  had  any  juft  grievances,  they  might  as  well 
*'  find  remedy  for  the  redrels  oC  them,  after  the  mar- 
**  riages  were  conliimmated,  as  before :    To   the 
^^  firft,  lus  Majefty  anfwered,  that  it  was  hard  to 
**  judge,  what  feveral  ends  every  particular  man  may 
have ;  but  fure  he  was,  that  the  caufe  they  under- 
take, is  grounded  upon  honour,  equity,  and  rea- 
(bn.     And  to  the  fecond  part,  that  he  was  but  a 
**  young  Statefman,  who  newly  was  come  into  the 
*'  world,  and  plainly  did  difcover,  that  this  is  the 
•'  firft  fervice,   wherein   he  hath  been  employed. 
*^  And  now  I  leave,  adds  Sir  Ralph,  to  your  judg- 
"  ment  to  confider,   what  reafon  this  Embaffador 
"  had  to  vaunt  of  his  treatment/* 

The  Prince  of  CW/ and  his  party  ,andjL^«;/jXIlI/s 
army,  under  the  Duke  of  Guije^  continued  in  arms 
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againft  cath  other  till  January  1615-16,  Ivhen  a  land 
of  truce  was  agreed  upon;  and  after  that  z,  conference 
at  LcttduHj  where  a  treaty  was  concluded  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  May  161 6,  N.  S,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Malecontents  and  the  Proteftants,  and  produced  an 
alter^ion  at  Court,  thp  Chancellor  de  Sillerj  bebg 
diferaced,  and  the  Seals  given  to  Monfr.  ^  Vah'^ 
firft  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Provence.    Sir 
Thomas  Edmondes  affifted  at  this  conference  j  and, 
by  his  journey  to  Rocbelle^  difpofed  the  Proteftaots 
to  accept  of  the  terms  offered  them,  and  was  of  great 
ufe  in  ^ttfing  the  pacification  ;   in  the  preamble  to 
whicji  he  expefted,  that  his  endeavours  (houtd  have 
been  mentioned,  and  complained  of  the  omiflion  of 
it ;  nor  was  he  allowed  by  Lewis^lWs  Deputies  to 
be  prefent  at  figning  of  the  peace-,    upon  whicli 
he  proteftcd,  that  he  would  leave  France^  and  in- 
form the  King  his  Mafter  of  the  affront  offered 
him  {n). 

While  he  was  at  hmdun^  Seci:etary  Wlnwood 
wrote  to  him,  from  Whitehall^  on  the  25th  of 
March  1616  {p\  that  *^  an  Englijb  merchant  trading 
**  to  Marjeilles  lately  came  over  in  poft-ha((e,  and 
"  brought  with  him  an  information,  that  there  were 
"  certain  Spaniards^  Italians^  and  Frenchmen^  ali  of 
"  great  note  and  mark,  affembled,  as  he  faid,  in 
**  London^  to  execute  a  defperate  and  damnable  prac- 
**  tice  intended  againft  his  Majefty's  perfon,  the 
"  Queen,  and  the  Prince  ;  of  which  confpiracy  he 
**  named  the  Earl  of  Arundel  to  be  partaker.  The 
**  merchant,  for  his  author,  named  one  Urcinay  an 

(n)  Memoires  de  la  Rcgencc  de  Marie  de  Me£ds^  p.  449. 
4IJ2.  505.  507,  508,  509. 

(0)  Sir  ^htmas  Eimondts^  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol.  XI.  p.  23. 
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*'  Ttalian^  who,  as  he  faith,  diicovered  dus  pra6lice 
unto  him  at  Avignon^  came  with  him  to  Paris^ 
with  ihtehtbn,'  as  he  profefleth,  to  pafs  orer  int6 
England ;  but  there  he  left  the  merchant,  deliver- 
ing him  an  open  letter  written  in  Italian  to  thd 
King,  which  when  you  (hall  read,  you  will  find 
*  how  idle  a  plot  tMs  is,  full  of  vanity,  worthy  ra- 
ther fcom  and  laughter,  than  regard  or  reipedt. 
Nocwithftanding,  diligent  fearch  hath  been  made 
^^  through  London^  where  we  find  no  fuch  man, 
•*  no  fuch  ftrcct,  or  fign,  where  they  (hould 
•*  lodge.  And  though  his  Majefty,  who  hath  per- 
•*  ufed  the  letter,  whereof  I  make  mention,  which 
**  Mr.  Parkburfi  will  fhew  you,  doth  find  the  mat- 
**  ter  ftioft  ridiculous,  and  to  be  contemned ;  yet 
^*  the  Earl  of  Arundel^  jealous  of  his  honour,  hath 
*•  humbly  befeeched  him  to  give  him  leave  to  fearch 
*^  out  the  depth  of  this  matter ;  for  which  purpofe, 
**  at  his  own  charge,  he  doth  fend  over  a  Gentleman 
**  of  quality,  named  Mr.  Parkburfty  who  hath  been 
**  his  Majefty's  agent  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  He 
*^  hath  charge  to  repdr  toParis  to  Mr.  IVoodfordymrii 
**  whomPryi/j  the  merchant,  faith  Urcino^  had  fpeech 
**  about  this  buGnefi,  whofe  affiftance  he  is  to  crav^ 
••  for  the  apprehenfion  and  examination  of  this  party, 
*'  whereunto  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Minillers  of 
"  the  State  will  be  willing  to  give  aid,  bccaufe  the 
•*  Queen-Mother  and  theMarflial  d^Jncrezrt  cliarg*d 
*«  to  have  a  hand,  and  that  deeply  engaged,  in  this 
•*  confpiracy.  I  cannot  but  approve  of  my  Lord  of 
**  ArundeFs  careful  diligence,  if  it  be  poffible,  to 
**  find  out  the  truth  of  this  calumny  and  flander  : 
**  but  I  fear,  as  the  Englijh  merchant  hath  been 
•*  guli*d,  and,  as  he  faith,  call  away  fonie  crowns 
••  upon  the  Italian  impoftor,  fo  it  will  be  a  hard 
"  matter  to  apprehend  *the  Italian^  who  either  is  re- 
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*^  tired  to  Aoignofiy  or  perhaps  into  his  own  coim*  I 
*^  try.  My  Lord  hath  intreated  me  to  recommoid  I 
*'  the  caufe  unto  you,  which,  I  know,  you  will  be  i 
^*  pleafed  with  affedion  to  embrace,  he  being,  as 
^^  he  is,  a  moft  worthy  Nobleman,  loyal  to  his 
*'  country,  and  faithful  to  the  King's  fenricc.  And 
y^  this  is  all,  which  is  too  much,  that  I  have  to  fay 
•*  of  this  matter."  Sir  Ralph  then  obferves,  that 
Sir  Dudley  Carleton  was  gone  Embaflador  to  Hollandj 
and  Sir  Henry  Wotton  to  VenWy  through  Heidelberg 
and  Turin  ;  and  that  Sir  John  Bigby  was  lately  re- 
turned from  Spain.  I  am  ajbamedy  adds  he,  u  write 
what  is  the  extremity  of  our  penury ;  for  which  my 
grief  is  the  great er^  becaufe^  Iprofefs^  I  fee  no  re- 
medy or  relief 

The  next  day,  March  26th  16 16,  Secretary  Win- 
wood  wrote  an  anfwer  to  a  private  letter  of  Sir  Tb(h 
mas  Edmondes  {p\  with  relation  to  the  Earl  of  ^^* 
merfety  who,  with  his  Countefs,  had  been  arraigned 
on  the  19th  of  January  161 5-16,  for  the  murder  of 
Sir  Thomas  Overbury^  and  a  bill  found  againft  them 
(q).  **  Now  Sir  John  Bigby  is  returned,  we  Ihall 
**  (horriy  fee  what  proceedings  the  arraignments  of 
the  greateft  perfonages  fhall  have  ;  and  either  we 
are  deceived,  or  elfe  the  Countefs  of  Sonierfet  will 
be  arraigned  before  the  next  term.  She  hath  con* 
fefied  herfelf  to  be  guilty  of  the  poiibning  of 
Overbury ;  but  he  ftands  (tiffly  upon  the  denial. 
Great  expectation  there  is,  that  Sir  John  Bigby 
rould  charge  him  with  fome  trealbns  and  plots 
•♦  with  Spain.  To  the  King  as  yet  he  hath  ufed  no 
*'  other  language,  but  that,  having  ferved  in  place 
^'  of  honour,  it  would  ill  become  him  to  be  an  ac- 
**  cufcr.    Legally  or  criminally  he  can  lay  nothmg« 

{f)  Ibid.  (j)  Camdeni  Annales  Regis  Jacobi  I.  p.  16. 
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Yet  this  he  (kys,  and  hath  written,  that  all  his  pri- 
vate difpatches,  wherein  he  moft  difcovered  the 
praftices  of  Spairij  and  their  intelligences,  were 
prefently  fcnt  into  Spain ;    which  could   not  be 

but  by  the  treachery  of  Somerfet. My  Lord 

May  J  if  he  come  unto  you  (as  doubdefs  he  doth, 
'*  if  the  peace  (hall  be  concluded),  he  can  tell  you, 
**  it  was  not  my  fault,  that  you  were  not  my  Ad- 
**  junft.  1  hold  my  Table,  my  Privy-feal  for  fecret 
**  fervices,  and  the  carriage  of  foreign  affairs.  The 
*•  affairs  at  home  are  common  between  us ;  and 
**  ordinarily  I  follow  the  King  to  Royfton  and  New-r 
**  market**  Sir  Ralph*  s  adjunSl^  as  he  calls  him,  or  Fel- 
low-fccretary  of  State,  was  Sir  Thomas  Lake^  who  had 
beenfworn  into  that  office  on  the  2d  of  January  pre- 
ceding  (r).  He  was  born  at  Soutbamptony  and  had 
been  Amanuenjis  to  Sir  Francis  Walfingbam^  Secretary 
of  State,  and  by  him  recommended  to  Queen  £tf- 
zahetb^  to  read  to  her  French  and  hatin ;  and  her 
Majefty,  a  little  before  her  death,  inade  him  Clerk 
of  the  Signet,  On  the  demife  of  that  Queen  he  was 
by  the  Regency  fent  to  attend  King  James  I.  from 
Berwick^  who  afterwards  knighted  him,  and  made 
ufe  of  his  fervice  in  French  affairs  (j) ;  and,  by  a 
Patent,  dated  January  2d,  in  the  7th  year  of  his 
reign>  appointed  him  his  Secretary  for  the  Latin 
tongue.  On  the  29th  of  March  1614,  he  was  fworn 
of  the  Privy-council  (/).  But,  having  afterwards  mar- 
ried his  eldefl  daughter  to  JVilliam  Cecily  Lord  Roos^ 
only  fon  and  heir  of  William  Earl  ot  Exeter  by  his 
firfl  wife,  he  was  involved  in  the  quarrel  of  his 
wife  and  daughter  with  the  Countefs  dowager  of 
Exeter^  which  was  the  chief  and  only  caufe  of  his 

(r)  Ibid.  p.  15.  (i)  Aulicus  Coquinarix,  p.  98,  99.  and 

Woody  Fafti  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  col.  145.  2d  edit.  (/)  Camden, 

obi  fupra,  p.  9. 
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ruin ;  for  thereupon  he  was  difmiffed  from  his  office 
of  Secretary  of  State,  and  fent  to  the  Tower^  on  the 
i5th  of  February  1618-19,  ^^vi^gj  till  then,  conti- 
nued in  the  honourable  efteem  of  all  men,  and  o^ 
the  King  himfelf ;  who  advifed  him,  to  leave* his 
wife  and  daughter  to  the  law :  upon  which  he  hum- 
bly thanked  his  Majefty  ;  but  f^d,  be  could  not  re- 
fufe  to  be  a  father^  and  an  bujband.  On  the  hearing 
in  the  Star-chamber  he  was  fined  ten  thouland  pounds 
to  the  King,  Hve  thousand  pounds  to  the  Countefs 
of  Exeter^  and  fifty  pounds  to  one  Mr.  Hutton, 

The  new*"  favourite.  Sir  George  VillierSy  who  was 
made  Mafter  of  the  horfe  to  the  King,  on  the  4th 
of  January  161 5-16,  was,  not  long  after,  in  danger 
of  being  fupplanted,  in  his  Majefty's  afFedlions,  by 
another ;  whom,  as  Mr.  IVcodford  wrote  from  Pa- 
ris^ on  the  29th  of  March  161 6,  to  Mr.  BeauUeUj 
then  attending  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  at  Loudun  (a)j 
the  party  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke^  the  new  Lord 
Chamberlain,  endeavoured  to  introduce  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  upon  fpecial  likings  wbich^  it  was  obferved^ 
was  taken  of  him  at  the  feeing  of  a  play  (b)  of  late 
at  Cambridge,  wherein  he  was  a  woman-aSor.  His 
name  is  Morgan,  as  I  underftand ;  and  be  is  a  Gen- 
tleman  of  Northamptonlhire,  and  heir  to  two  thou- 
fand pounds  per  annum. 

Sir  l)udl,ey  Carleton  had  not  been  long  fettled  at 
.the  Hague^  before  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Thomas 
Edmondes^  on  the  30th  of  March  r6i6,  in  which  he 
complains  of  Secretary  Winwood^s  fuperdlious  beha- 
viour to  him  (c).  *'  Touching  my  own  poor  affairs, 
"  fays  be^  I  found  a  gracious  welcome,  and  received 
**  no  worfe  farewel  from  his  Majefty  :  But  from  a 

(a)  Sir  Thoma:  EMovdc5\  MS.  State-Papers,  Vol  XI.  p.  35. 
(^)  Probably  Ignoramus^  which  was  aftcd  at  Trinity-Colltge  be- 
fore his  Majefty  inMarcb  1615-16.  (f)  Ibid.  p.  37. 
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'*  hand  [Sir  Ralph  fFinwood]  where  I  promifed  my- 
**  fdf  much  contentment,  I  had  my  part  of  mordfi- 
**  cation,  which,   notwithftanding,   was  well  tcm- 
"  pered  betwixt  four  looks,  curft  words,  and  good 
"  deeds;  fo  as  I  have  thejefi  caufe.to  complain^ 
**  though  with  your  LordJhip,  as  with  an  antient 
and  mward  friend,  I  muft  deal  freely,  that  I  can- 
not brag  of  my  condition  to  live  always  fulf  fe^ 
rutdj  which  the  reference,  both  of  this  place  of  fer- 
ince,  wherein  I  am  now  fettled,  and  of  my  won- 
ted profeffion  of  friendlhip  (whereof  I  am  a  reli- 
gious obferver),  will  always  fubjeft  me  to.     Your 
Lordfliip's  friends  in  England  have  an  expeftation- 
of  your  return  this  next  fummer,  which  I  heartily 
wifli  may  yield  you  the  fruits,  which  are  due  to 
"  the  merit  of  your  long  fervice,  and  your  late  pain- 
"  ful  employments.     And  thSs  comfort  1  will  give 
*«  you,  that  you  have  poffefljon  of  his  Majefty's 
**  good  opinion,  and  of  the  love  and  good  wilhes 
•*  oiF  the  whole  Court,  and  particularly  of  the  perfon 
"  I  note  before  (whom  yourLordlhip  will  guels  at); 
**  which  I  obferved  both  by  his  own  profeffions, 
"  and  many  good  arguments  :   in  which  refpeft  I 
•*  honour  him  fo  much  the  more ;  and  wifh,  both  for 
•*  his  friends  fakes,  and  his  own,  that  his  great  virtues 
"  were  accompanied  with  fome  fmall  familiarity  with 
"  the  Graces." 

The  King  had,  in  May  i6i6,  agreed  to  give  up 
the  Cautionary  towns  to  the  States  General  for  the 
film  of  two  millions  feven  hundred  twenty-eight 
thoufand  florins,  in  lieu  of  eight  millions,  which 
they  had  promifed  to  pay  to  Queen  Elizabetb^  be- 
fides  eighteen  years .  intercft  (d).    Sir  Thomas  Ed* 

[d)  Rymer's  Foedera,  Vol.  XVI.  p.  783 — ySj.  Rujh^joorth^ 
Vol.  I.  p.  3.  and  Cabala,  Supplement,  p.  92^  93.  ecQt.  bond. 
165+. 
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mondesj  upon  this  occalion,  wrote  to  Secretary  JVin- 
wood^  in  that  mbnth  {e\  that,  upon  a  difpatch  from 
the  French  Embaffador  in  Holland  to  the  Court  df 
France,  advertifing  this  iigrcement  between   King 
James  and  the  States,  for  the  reftoring  of  the  Cau- 
tionary towns ;  and  a  propofition  made  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  the  States,  for  the  admitting  of  the  Empe- 
ror's name  to  be  nientioned  in  the  Fornaulary  of  the 
treaty  of  S  ant  en  -,  thefe  two  points  were  thought 
ftrange  by  the  principal  perfons  in  the  French  coun- 
cil, and  particularly  by  Monfr.  de  Ullercy,  who  was 
of  opinion,  "  that  no  confideration  of  utility  ought 
to   have   made    his  Majefty   quit  fo   great  an 
intereil  as  he  had,  for  the  retaining  of  that  peo- 
ple, by  that  means,  in  devotion  to  him ;  alieg* 
ing,  for  example,  that  they  here,  without  any 
fuch  gagesy  do  difhurfe  yearly  unto  the  States  the 
**  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufend  crowns,  befides 
**  the  abfolute  remittal  of  twelve  or  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  livres,  which  they  had  difburfed  for  them 
in  the  laft  wars,  only  to  draw  that  people  to  a  like 
dependence  on  this  State,  as  they  do  on  his  Ma- 
jefty.    Adding  alfo  thereunto,  that  his  M^fly, 
having  ordinarily  a  greater  power  over  the  affec- 
**  tions  of  that  people  by  the  more  natural  love, 
*♦  which  they  bear  unto  him,  than  they  here  can 
proraife  themfelves,   but  only  in  refpcft  of  the 
prefent  great  faftion,  which  they  have  made  by 
the  means  of  Monfr.  Barneveldt  j  it  fcemeth  by 
*'  the  courfe,  which  we  have  now  taken,  that  wc 
abfolutely  quit  the  advantage  to  them.    And  as 
thofe,  which  be  his  Majefty's  zealous  fervants,  are 
foVry  to  fee  fuch  divorce,  as  they  interpret  it,  between 
his  Majefty  and  that  people ;  fo  there  is  the  more 
alarm  taken  thereat,  in  refpeft  of  another  adver- 

(e)  Sir  Tbo  Edmondeis  MS.  State-Papers^  Vol.  XI.  p.  63. 
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**  tifemcnt,  which  is  now  come  hither,  both  from 
Bruffeh^  and  alfo.from  the  Venetian  Embaflador 
in  England^  that  the  Spanijh  Embaflador  there 
doth  now  give  aflurance  of  concluding  a  match 
**  between  the  Prince  his  Highnefs  and  the  fecond 
•*  daughter  of  Spain :  which  makcth  them  here  to 
**  refume  their  former  opinion,  that  our  afFedions 
**  are  wholly  carried  that  way ;  and  that  we,  on  the 
*'  one  fide,  do  as  much  labour  to  keep  up  the  fac- 
**  tion  of  SpaWj  as,  on  the  other  fide,  all  the  well- 
*•  affefted  here  do  drive  to  deprefs  the  fame ;  and 
**  are  now  in  hope,  fey  the  fuccefs  of  the  affairs,  bet- 
ter to  prevail  therein  than  ever  they  were.  I  am 
forry,  that  our  neceffities  (if  that  be  the  caufc) 
••  fliould  carry  us  to  thefe  extremities** 

In  July  following  James  Lord  i7^,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Carlijley  whofe  eminent  abilities,  and  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  his  Prince  and  country,  would  ap- 
pear to  great  advantage,  if  his  feveral  negotiations 
were  publifiied,  was  fent  Embaflador  Extraordinai^ 
to  the  Court  of  France^  to  congratulate  the  King 
and  Queen  Regent  upon  the  pacification  with  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  to  which  King  James  had 
contributed  as  much  as  he  was  able  (/j,  by  the  inter- 
vention of  his  Embaflador  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes ; 
and  upOn  Lewis  XIII.*s  marriage  with  Anne  of 
Aujiria^  Infanta  of  Spain  (g)\  and,,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  demand  Cbrtftine^  the  fecond  daughter  of 
France^  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  (b).  His  Lord- 
Ihip  was  treated,  at  that  Court,  with  the^^higheft 
reipeft^  and  unufual  magnificence,  and  efpecially  by 
the  Prince  of  Conde*s  party  ;  who,  by  this  conduft, 
gave  new  occafion   of  jealoufy  (i) ;   and   Marfhal 

f/J  Memoires  dc  la  Regence,  Tom.  II.  p.  221.  (g)  ff^il- 
fon%  Life  of  King  Janus'!,  p.  92/  (i&)  Ibid.  &  Memoires, 
ubi  fttpra,        (/)  Memoires,  ubi  fupra. 
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J^Ancrty  obierving  the  number  of  maleoontaits  to 
increafe  upon  him,  perfuaded  the  Queen,  that  tk 
Prince  ftill  continued  his  intrigues ;  and  theicfotc 
prevailed  on  her  Majefty,  on  the  i  ft  of  Septitanim 
16 1 6,  to  uke  his  Highneis  into  cuftody,  and  con- 
fine him  firit  in  the  Baftille^  and  afterwards  in  Bcis 
de  Vinci^nnes.  Upon  this  event  Lord  Hof  demanded 
audience  of  the  King  and  Queen-mother,  to  know 
the  reafons  of  their  M^efties  proceeding  to  fuch  ex- 
tremities, that  he  might  report  them  to  the  King  fais 
Mafter :  But  the  anfwer,  which  hereceived,  was  in  ve- 
ry general  terms,  he  being  fufpeded  of  having  coun- 
tenanced the  malecontents ;  and  therefore,  having  cm- 
ly  propofed  fome  regulations  relating  to  navigaOOD 
and  trade,  without  mentioning  the  treaty  of  marriagp 
with  Madame  Chrijiine^  he  took  his  leave  of  that 
Court,  and  departed  for  England  about  the  6th  or 

.  7th  of  September^  0.  S.  (I).  The  Prince  of  Conde's 
imprifonment  alarmed  feveral  great  men  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  the  Dukes  of  Vendofme^  Guifoj  MajfewUf 
Never s^  Rohan^  Sully ^  la  Trimotdlle^  Candale^  the  el- 
deft  fon  of  the  Duke  of  EfpernoUy  the  Marihal  ie 
Bouillony  the  Marquis  de  CoevreSj  and  Nicolas  U 
Jay,  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  retired 
from  Court  j  though  the  Duke  of  Guife  loon  return- 
ed thither ;  and  the  Proteftants  took  up  arms  agun> 

.and  the  war  was  renewed. 

The  influence  o(  Don  Diego  di  Sarmient.os^  Count 
de  GondemoTj  the  Spanijb  EmbaflTador,  over  King 
Ja$nes ;  and  the  overture,  from  the  Court  of  SfatHy 
of  a  marriage  between  the  Infanta  Maria  and  the 
Prince  of  JVales  5  were  now  fo  well  known  co  the 
Court  of  France^  that,  when  the  Embaflador  of  the 
States  .General,  as  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  wrote  to  Se- 

(0  Ibid.  p.  221 — 237. 
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^etary  l^inwood^  on  the  1 7th  of  Novmber  16 1 6  {m)i 

)yK],  upop  a  fippfti  order,  which  he  had  received  from 

his  M^^f9>  recommended  carneftly,  to  the  French 

Mimfters,  the  affairs  of  x^it  Duke  of  Savoy  j  Monfr. 

de  Villeroy^  to  put  off  from  "  themfelves  the  impu- 

**  tation  of  being  partial  to  the  Spaniards^    laid  to 

^^  him,  that  we  were  in  Ettgland  much  more  Spanijh 

**  than  they  here ;   for  that  we  had  exprcfly  broken 

^*  off  the  treaty  of  marriage  with  them,  to  make 

^*  alliance  with  Spaing  being  now  upon  the  point  to 

**  ccHiclude  the  fame  in  that  place.     And,  to  breed  in 

**  him  a  greater  jealoufy  of  our  State,  he  did  afTure 

*^  him,  that  die    Spaiards  had   not  any- where  a 

**  ftronger  fafbion  than  in  our  Court.     The  which 

**  language  is  but  too  commgn  among  them." 

The  Et^lijb  Court  being  now  fenfiblc,  that  Sir  Tho- 
mas Edmondes^s  long  fervices  had  merited  fome  fa- 
vour ;  Secretary  IVinwood^  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
her  4616,  wrote  ta  him  from  fVbitebaU(n):  '*  By 
-«*  the  letters,  which  herewith  you  fhall  receive,  ad- 
•*  drelTed  to  the  King  and  Queen  his  Mother,  you 
**  fhall  underftand,  that  it  is  his  Majefty*s  pleafure, 
**  that  you  fhould  return  into  England ^^  but  not  to 
**  quit  your  charge  5  but,  after  a  few  days,  when 
**  you  have  kifled  his  Majefty's  hands,  and  received 
**  fuch  honour,  as  he  is  refolved  to  confer  upon  you, 
•*  in  acknowledgment  of  your  long,  painful,  and 
**  fiuthful  fervices,  then  to  return  again  to  refume 
*^  your  charge  ;  and  there  to  remain,  until  the  affairs 
**  of  that  Kingdom,  which  now  do  hang  in  a  flip- 
^^  pery  and  uncertain  ftate,  fhall  be  better  efla- 
«  bUQied.'* 

In  anfwer  to  this  letter  Six  Thomas  Edmondes  wrote 
to  Secretary  Wimvood  from  Faris^  on  the  30{h  of 

(m)  Sir  Tifttf.  £ib9ffi^/s  MS.  StatC'Papert,  Vol.  XI.  p.  155. 
(n)  Ibid.  p.  141. 
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that  month  \p) :  I  have  acquainted  the  King  Md 
Queen  with  the  favourable  permiflioh,  which  Us 
Majefty  hath  granted  me  to  make  a  journey  irito 
England^  and  prefented  them  his  Majefty*s  letters 
to  that  effeft  :  Whereupon  they  have  promifed  to 
take  prefent  order  for  my  difpatch ;  fo  that  I  hope 
to  take  my  leave  from  hence  within  a  very  few 
days.**  In  the  fame  letter  heobfcrves,  that,  fakv- 
ing  upon  that  occafion,  been  to  fpeak  with  the  new 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Bifhop  of  Lufmy  afterwards 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  who  had  been  preferred  to  the 
poft  of  Secretary  by  Marfhal  d^Jncre,  upon  the  inl* 
prifonment  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  5  *'  the  Biihop  la- 
boured earneftly,  fays  be^  to  perfuade  me,  not  to 
believe,  that  he  is  any •  way  5/)^»^-affe6ked  •,  or, 
notwithftanding  the  charafter,  which  he  beareth^ 
of  a  Prieft,  that  he  will  be  any  whit  the  more  par- 
tial in  the  execution  of  his  charge  againft  thole  of 
the  Religion  ;  but  protefted,  contrariwife,  that  he 
would  give  better  proof  of  his  integrity  and  indi& 
ference,  than  •other  of  his  predcceflbrs  had  done/* 
Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  returned  to  England  in  De- 
c ember  1616  ;  and,  on  the  21  ft  of  that  month,  was 
made  Comptroller  of  the  King's  Houfhold,  in 
the  room  of  the  Lord  Wotton,  who  was  appointed 
Treafurer  of  the  Houlhold  ;  and,  the  next  day.  Sir 
Thomas  was  fworn  of  the  Privy-council,  and  took 
his  Seat  at  the  Table  above  the  Vice-chamber- 
lain (>;. 

He  continued  in  England  till  ^pr/7  following ;  on 
the  14th  of  which  month  the  aflaffination  of  Mar- 
Ihal  d^Ancre^  as  he  was  entering  the  Louvre^  by 
Monfr.  de  Vitry^  Captain  of  the  Guards,  who  had  the 
King's  orders  to  feizc  him,  put  an  end  to  the  civil  war; 
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and,  at  the  iame  time,  cwipafklRed  a  change  at  Court* 
the  Chancellor  df  SilleMf^\n%  recalled,  and  Monff 
de  Villeray^  and  the  Prefident  Jeannin^  with  other 
officers,  reftorcd ;  and  the  Queen-mother,  whofe 
great  Confident  the  Marfhal  had  been,  being  dif- 
charged  from  the  adminidradon  of  public  affairs,  to 
which  Monfr.  de  LuyntSj  the  King  s  favourite,  im* 
mediately  fucceeded. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  Court  of  France  Sir  Tho- 
mas Edmondes  began  his  journey  thither  in  the  larter 
end  oi  April  1617;  and,  upon  the  road,  received 
the  following  letter  from  VillierSy  who  had  been 
created  Earl  of  Buckingham  on  the  5  th  of  January 
preceding  (q)^  dated  from  the  Court  at  Hexham  on 
the  27th  of  April  (r)^  *'  I  doubt  not,  but,  accord- 
**  ing  to  thofe  direftions  I  lately  fcnt  from  his  Ma- 
•*  jefty,  touching  your  Ipeedy  departure,  this  letter 
***  will  come  into  your  hands,  when  you  are  well 
*'  forward  in  your  journey.  — —  His  Majefty  is 
*'  of  your  opinion  touching  the  Princes  5  and  he 
**  holdeth  it  very  fit,  feeing  they  are  now  like  to 
*'  have  the  chief  place  and  authority  in  the  carriage 
**  of  bufinefs,  that  you  rife  higher  in  the  valuation 
•*  of  his  Majcfty's  favours  towards  them^  who  is 
**  very  glad,  that,  before  thofe  things  fell  out,  he 
^^  had  fhewed,  in  his  inftruftions  given  you,  his 
•*  great  care  of  their  prefer vation.  Touching  Monfr. 
**  de  lAC/nes^  his  Majefty  liketh  very  well,  that  you 
^^  give  him  fuch  afluranceof  his  Majefty 's  affeftion 
^  towards  him,  as  may  breed  a  good  correfpond*'* 
*^  ence  from  him  again,  and  encourage  him  in^ 
^^  thofe  good  courfes  he  hath  taken  in  hand.  His 
*.*  Majefty  would  not  have  you,  by  any  means, 
^  omit  one,  whom  your  letter  doth  not  mention ; 

<f)  Ibid.  p.  23.         (r)  Sir  Tbo.  Edmntda'i  MS.  Stat?-Papeit» 
Vol.  XI.  p.  1 89. 
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and  that  is  Monfr.  i^Vitfy  \,  but  would  have  yov 
let  him  know,  how  gk^.hfs  M^efty  is,  that  he 
hath  been  an  inftruniem  tp  do  his  Mafter^fo 
good  fervice,  as  to  deliver  him  from  that  thral- 
dom, whereinto  he  was  brought }  «nd  doubcedi 
^'  not,  but,  as  he  hath  iuul  a  fortunate  hand  in  his 
^^  deliverance,  he  will  ever  have  a  £uthful  heart  to 
<*  his  fervice  ;  whereunto  you  are,  by  all  means^  to 
*^  encourage  him,  on  his  Majefty's  part,  in  iuch 
**  faftiion,  as  you  fball  think  fit."    It  is  very  re- 
markable, that  King  Jamts^  and  his  favourioe^  fhould 
.  give  the  fandtion  of  their  approbation  to  ib  exoaor- 
dinary  a  proceeding  againft  even  a  bdd  Mitiifter,  as 
the  aflai&nation  of   Marfhal    ffAncrt^   and  their 
dianks  to  Monfr.  ie  Vitry^  who  murdered  him :  and 
the.  Earl  of  Buckingham  little  confidered  at  that  dme^ 
that  his  own  ill  condgdl,  which  drew  upon  him  die 
univerfal  odium  of  the  nadon^  would  mark  hiai  out- 
as  a  viftim  to  private  violence,  when  he  had  r^(ed 
himfelf  above  public  jufttce.    But  Sir  Thomas  Ei- 
mondes  acknowledges,  that  the  taking  ofif  of  d^An&e^ 
in  the  way  it  vras  done,  was  the  only  tneans  of  re^ 
covering  the  Regal  authority  in  Frafnce.  ^^  Sbce  my 
^*  coming  hither,  fays  he  in  a  letter  to  the  Kii^ 
«*  from  Paris  of  the  12th  of  Jitne  i6iTis\  I  have 
«<  found  caufe  fiiily  to  be  fatisfied  couching  the  ob^ 
^'  je£tioiH  which  was  made  in  Efigland  about  the 
^^  violent  killing  of  MarSial  SAHcre  \  it  betog  oo* 
^*  torious,  that  if  die  King  had  not  tidten  the  lefolu^ 
^^  tion,  whkh  he  did,  for  the  fudden  cutting  of  Mm 
f   oflF,.  it  was  impofliUe  to  have  executed  it  by  any 
other  way,   confidering  the  abfohitcfieis  of  the 
Queen's  authority,  and  the  greatndsof  theMaTAul 
SAncre^  faSion,  who  would  have  left  nothing  on^ 
^^  attempted  in  his  favour,  fo  long  as  he  had  been  liv* 

(i)  Ikid.  p.  aoa, 
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^  inj^  And  I  find  aiib,  that  cliofe  of  die  h£&ot  had 
^  great  rcalba  to  lament  his  death  i  for  that  they  ne^ 
¥*.  rer  received  a  greater  Wow  than  they  have  donety 
>*  that  z&ionj  in  refpeft  of  the  afluranccs,  which  they 
.♦*  had  coacdved  of  the  ruin  of  this  State,  which,  by 
*♦  the  pradicea  of  the  faid  Marlhal  J^Ancre  with  them* 
^^  was  brought  very  near  to  his  period. 

**  In  the  Archduke's  country  they  have  not  only 
^  difcoTOitsd  a  paflionate  Ibrrow  for  the  Marihai 
^  i*Ancre^%  death ;  but  there  is  nothing  more  com*- 
^  naonly  ipokenDf,  than  that  ibmethin^  will  be  at^ 
^  tempted,  in  revenge  thereof,  againrc  the  King's 
•*  pcrfon/* 

Sir  J^bn  Digby^  Vicenchamberlam,  was,  in  thia 
-month  of  Jutu  1617,  preparing  to  return  to  Spain^ 
in  Older  to  negotiate  the  marriage  between  the  /«- 
fimta  and  the  Prince  of  Wdes  \  *  for  which  King 
James  was  gready  zealous,  in  hopes,  that  the  In^ 
ftttta*^  portion  might  fupply  his  neceffitiek,  wUch 
were  extremely  preffinff  *,  for  he  was  unwilling  to 
jippiy  fiDr  idief  to  a  Parliaivienr^  of  whom  he  had  a 
pfodbg^ous  jealoufy,  out  of  tenderneis  for  his  prero* 
•gative^  But  the  Spanifl)  Court's  defign  at  that  time 
tfeems  cmly  to  have  been  to  amufe  him ;  and  Mr. 
JPrmcts  CoiimgUn^  afterwardis  Lord  Hottingiony  and 
luf  after  of  the  Court  of  Wards,  who  was  then  at 
Madrid^  had  no  hopes  irocn  that  Court;  for  he 
«w»ote  from  thence  to  Sir  Thomas  EdmondeSy  on  tht 
iRth  oi  Juif  i6iT  (t)  I  **  I  cxpcd  Mr.  Vice^ 
^  chamberfaun  here  about  the  end  of  September. 
^^  What  his  bufinefi  is,  I  a0ure  myfelt  I  need  not 
^  ceU  your  Lordfhip  4  only  dius  much  to  you  in 
**  fecret,  that,  for  my  part,  I  have  no  hope  at  all 
^  of  any  contentment  of  good  fuccefs^  that  he  (hall 
^  find  hcM^' 

i()Jhvk.  p.  «j8. 
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Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  returned  from  his  EmbaiTy 
in  France  in  the  latter  end  of  tWs  year  1617,  in  which 
England  and  France  loft  two  very  able  Secretaries  of 
State ;  the  former  Sir  Ralph  IVinwood^  and  th6  lat- 
ter Monfr.  de  Villeroy.     Sir  Ralph  H^inwood  was 
fon  of  Richard^  and  Grandfon  of  Lewis  IVinwced^ 
Secretary  to  Q>arUs  Brandon^  Duke  of  Suffolk.    He 
was  born  at  Aynhoe  in  Nortbamptonjhire  (a)^  an4 
educated  in  5/.  Jobn^s  College  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford  {b)^  whence,  in  1582,  he  was  eleded  Proba- 
tioner-fellow of  Magdakn-College  {c)  \  and,  on  the 
X5th  of  November  that  year,  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  {d)  •,  and^  on  the  22d  of  June  isSy^ 
that  of  Matter  (e)  5   and,   on  the  id  of  February 
1590,  that  of  Bachelor  of  Law(/).     In  1592  he 
was  Junior-proftor  of  the  Univerfity  (g) ;   and,  on 
the  6th  of  July  1594,  fupplicated  to  be  admitted 
Doftor  of  Civil  Law  •,  but  it  .does  not  appear,  whe- 
ther he  was  ever  admitted  to  that  degree  (h).     He 
afterwards  travelled  into  foreign   parts,  where  he 
accompUihed  himfelf  in  fuch  a   manner,  chat,  in 
1 599,  he  attended  Sir  Henry  Neville  in  his  Embafly 
to  France^  as  his  Secretary ;  and  was  afterwards  Rc- 
fident  at  Paris^  Envoy  and  EmbafiTador  to  the  States 
General,  Commiffioner  in  the  treaty  for  the  truce, 
and  at  laft  Secretary  of  State ;  which  poft  he  filled 
with  the  reputation  of  an  honeft  Minifter,  and  a 
zealous  enemy  to  the  Spanijh  faftion^  then  predomi- 
nant at  the  Engltjh  Court.     He  died  on  the  27th  ef 
OHober  1617  (1),  and  was  interred  in  the  Church  of 
St.  Bartholomew  the  Lefs  in  Lcndon^  leaving  behind 
him  one  fon,  Richard^  afterwards  of  Ditton  Pari  in 

* 

{a)  /TW,  Fafti  Oxoh.  Vol.  I.  col.  133.  (4)  IWd.  ccrf, 

1 23.         (c)  Idem,  coL  133.         (iO  Wcm,  col.  1  z%.     {e)  Idciv, 
col.  133.  f/J  Idem,  col.  139.  ^) Idem,  col.  141, 

{k)  Idem,  col.  I  ^  8.  (/)  Camdeni  Anngles  Regis  Jacobi  I. 

Bucie^ 


1 


England,  France,  anJBruffth.      4,05 

Bucks^  who  died  in  1688  without  ifiue ;  and  a 
daughter,  jhnej  married  to  Edward  Lord  Montagu^ 
Grandfather  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  A&;y/J^. 

Secretary  ff^nwcod's  death  was  foon  foUowed  by 

that  of  Nicolas  de  NeufvilUj  Seigneur  de  Filler  ay  ^ 

who  died  on  the  2d  of  December  16 1 7,  aged  fcventy- 

four  years,  having  ferved  his  country  *fifty-fix  years 

•under  four  different  Kings  (k\  and  fucceeded  his 

father-in-law  Monfir.  de  Vjiubefpine^  in  the  pod  of 

Secretary  of  State  in  O^ober  1567  (I).    He  had 

joined  the  League  after  the  death  of  Henry  III.  but 

.it  was  chiefly  owing  to  his  advice  and  perfuafions, 

that  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  would  never  confent  to 

the  difmembring  of  the  Kingdom  of  France^  or 

transferring  the  Crown  to  a  foreign  Prince  (m).     He 

grew  at  laft  weary  of  the  fatigue  and  difHpation  of 

.SL  Court-life.     How  happy  are youy  faid  he  to  Monfr* 

du  Pkffis  Momayy  who  went  to  fee  him  at  Rouen 

three  days  before  his  death,  and  the  firft  of  his  ill* 

nefi,  in  knowing  bow  to  retire  early  from  the  world  I 

Tou  are  much  wifer  than  we.    And  he  declared^ 

that  this  fhould  be  the  laft  journey  he  would  ever 

take  (n). 

Sir  Ralph  Winwood^s  poft  of  Secretary  of  State 
would  have  been  very  properly  fupplicd  by  Sir  Tbo^ 
mas  Edmondes ;  but  he  was  pafled  over  upon  that^ 
as  well  as  upon  former  occalions ;  though,  on  the 
iQth  of  January  1617-18,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
place  of  Tr^i^rer  of^  the  Houlhold,  upon  the  re* 
(ignation  of  the  Lord  IVotton  (0). 

'  (i)  Hiftoire  da  Regne  de  Louis  XIII.  Roy  de  France,  Tome 
U.  p.  489.  edit.  Paris  1716.  (I J  Mcmoires  d'Eftat  par 

Monfr.  de  Villeroy»  Tom.  I.  p  3.  edit,  de  Pans,  1665.  («}  Le 
Vaflbr.  L.  XI.  Tom.  lU.  p.  1 69.  (»)  La  Vie  de  PhiUppa  de 
Mornay,  Seigneur  da  Pleffis*  Marly,  Sec.  L.  IV.  p  478.  edit. 
Leyde  1647,  4to.  (0)  Camden,'ttbifapra,p.  29. 
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This  poft  prcTcmed  1^  return  to  Fr^tHPt^  tho/a^ 
he.  was  fometioKS  ooofohcd  upon  the  affairs  of  ckac 
Kingdom  i  for  I  find  the  foUowiog  letter*  to  fakfi 
irbm  tbe  Marquis  x^  Butkingbam\  Wbich>  cbdi^ 
without  a  datr,  was  evidently  written  Soon  aftn*  ob 
revoKitian  in  the  gor^rnment  cf  fhUamd  in 
1618,  when  Prince  Mm&ice  cauTcd  BtfrlrraviA» 
/raj^  and  Hogohts,  to  be  imprifaned,  and  all  the 
gifcratts  of  die  ArminiM  patty  to  be  dejMled 

.    ^  I  haw  aojudinted  Ms  Majd^y  witJi  ycWrlee. 
•*  cer ;  who  commanded  mc  to  tcfl  yoo,  dat  you 
**  have  good  feafon^  and  well  to  the  purpole.  to 
**  make  thofc  doubts  foa  do  torching  Monfr.  Bmrf- 
^  hrei^  but  his  Majefty  hath  drcaidy  met  wicb 
^*  them,  and  taken  them  away,  as  you  wfH  pctcdve 
^  by  his  diref^ns  to  him.    Fcm^  fitft,  lie  Wh  di- 
*^  reded  him  tb  land  at  RwbtUe^  said  not  to  {tt& 
^*  ferthcr,  unlefe  he  rteet  with  fo«e  oxivtyy,  and 
•*  company  of  f^me  Weriih  <jehtldnfcn  dP  the  Rcfi- 
^  gion,  whom  he  tnay  fruft  j  that  fc  te  ffiayiib 
^'  Sire  to  pais  fafely,  and  therein  to  gpide  hiolftif* 
**  according  to  the  Duke  dfBmlbnh  advkt :  And, 
^  though  he  Ihould  be  furpriled,  dicte  tould  cotnc 
*«  no  harhi  thereby,  feve  only  to  his  own  perfon, 
«*  his  Majefty  riot  caring,  thcfiigh  ifl  tjie   woriA 
^  Ihould  know  what  tlie  direftk>ns  are,^iat  art  grMOi 
«'  hirti.    For  his  Majefty  mafcethno  protnife  to  grwt 
**  them  afliftance,  unlefe  the  whole  Body  rf the  Jte- 
^  ligion  (hould  be  aflfailed,  and  the.  ediAs  broken^ 
i^  and  thev  in  danger  of  apparent  ruin ;   In  which 
V  cafe  his  Majefty  doth  engage  himfelf  to  afli&  thom^ 
f<  which,  though  he  ihould  have  no  other  bkms  tKf 

•  Sir  Ttmtu  Bdmntb^sH  MS.  State^apers^  Vd.  XL 
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'^  {^erfonHf  hie  will  call  a  Pariiainent  for  that  pur* 
**  ppfe»  not  doubting  but  bis  people  will  be  as  readf 
^<  10  fumiih  bim  wiui  means,  as  his  Majefty  to  en- 
^  gage  himielf  to  aid  them  in  chat  caufe.  But  other- 
*>  ^iie  lie  i$»  on  biq  Majefty's  behalf,  to  perfuade 
^  thra),  by  ail  mean$,  to  yield  obedience  to  their 
^  King  and  State  *,  and  to  endure  fome  injuries,  ra« 
<^  ther  than  to  give  any  advantage  againft  themfeivesr 
1^  by  any  difloyal  Qourie*  And,  for  the  fecrecy  of 
^  hu  cnand,  hie  is  not  to  acquaint  the  whole  Afiem*- 
*^  Uy  with  any  ihing,  but  only  two  or  three  of  the 
^  Deputies,  who  are  unfufpeAe/i  of  any  engagemenc 
^  or  intelligence  with  the  Minifters  of  State,  where* 
*-•  in  he  i$  to  gfe  the  Duke  of  Bouillon* s  advice. 
^  Befides,  he  is  not  to  give  any  notice  at  all  to  any 
^>  man  of  his  coming  from  his  Majefty,  if  at  his  com* 
^  sng  thither  he  find  things  in  terms  of  compofmg, 
^  and  tending  to  agreements  but  only  in  cafe 
**  of  nocefiity,  if  he  fee  them  grow  to  extre* 
^  mtk$. 

**  For  your  anfwer.to  the  Duke  of  Bmllotf%  let- 
^^  ter,  his  Miyefty  would  have  you  write  unto  him, 
*^  that  you  have  ^quainted  his  Majefty  with  his 
*•  letoer ;  who  fiuth,'  that  if  he  were  his  ownfwort? 
**  Councilor,  he  could  not  give  advice  better  con- 
*♦  currtng  with  his  Majcfty*s  ends.  As  for  Frmct^ 
^  bis  Majefty^s  purpofe  was  not  to  make  a  rupture 
^  with  them,  having  no  .quarrel  to  the  King  or 
>*  State,  albeit  the  difgraces  are  too  evident,  which 
**  they  put  upon  him.  But  his  Majefty  confidereth, 
••  that  it  proceedeA  from  the  111  government  rf  thofe, 
*'  thac  are  in  authority,  both  at  home  and  abroad : 
^*  And  that  his  Majefty  daily  expefteth  (as  the  Duke 
•*  himfelf  doth)  an  alteration  of  thole  things,  which 
4ft  cannot  long  continue  in  that  courfe  they  now  are : 

Dd4  "  An<* 
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408       Fiew  of  the  Negotiations  betv>een 

*'  And  gave  his  agent  charge  ("if  he  had  had  the  ho« 
^*  nour  to  cake  his  leave  of  the  King)  to  tell  him, 
^'  he  hopech  it  will  not  be  long,  before  he  would 
^^  difcern  between  his  good  friends  and  allies,  and  his 
**  enemies  ;  and  likewife  between  his  true  and  faith- 
**  ful  fervants,  and  ill  Miniftcrs  5  which  directions  to 
his  agent,  his  Majefty  joyeth,  do  lb  concur  with 
the  very  words  of  the  Duke*s  own  letter. 
"  And,  for  the  Low  Countries^  his  Majefty  join- 
eth  with  him  likewife,  in  conceiving  the  caufes  of 
all  thefe  precedent   exafperations   to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  thofe,  who  were  in  authority,  being 
•*  ill-afFefted  both  to  his  and  thdr  own  State  •,  $pd 
*'  doubteth  not,  but,  upon  thofe  akerations  fo  hap- 
•'  pily  fallen  out  amongft  them,  he  (hall  find  better 
♦*  refpeft  from  them,  there  being  now  come  Com- 
f  *  miflioners  deputed  to  treat  with  his  Majefty  about 
**  all  former  differences,  wherein  they  (hall  find  his 
*'  Majcfty's  readincfs  to  have  them  accommodated; 
**  and  for  fettling  a  firmer  courfe  of  correlpondence 
"  hereafter,  wherein  his  Majefty  will,  on  his  part, 
.**  omit  nothing  to  declare  his  affeftion  to  the  com- 
"  mon  caufe  -,  and  how  neceflary  he-  holdetfa  it  for 
**  all,  that  profefs  the  truth  of  the  golfael,  to  unite 
"  thcmfelves  together  againft  thofe,  that  combine, 
**  by  diftraftidn,  to  overthrow  them.     And  boldeth 
*•  the  fame  opinion,  as  he  doth,  of  Monlr.  Aerfens 
'^  to  be  the  fitteft  inftrumcnt,  that  can  be  uled,  to 
**  accommodate  the  differences,  and  is  minded  to 
•*  make  ufe  of  him. 

*'  And  to  acquaint  him  with  thofe  particulars  of 
*'  his  inftruftions  to  Boijloreey  whereby  he  may  fee 
**  the  concurrence  of  his  advice  with  thofe  his  Ma- 
•'  jefty*s  direftions. 

"  Hi$  Majefty  would  have  you  deliver  this  note 
**  of  Inftrudlions  from   him  to  Monfr.  BoifiorU. 

"And 
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**  And  I  defire  you  to  fend  this  ktter  of  mine  with 
•>  yours  to  the  Duke  of  BoidUon.    And  (o  I  reft 

**  Tcur  verj  loving  Friend  at  command^ 

G.  Buckingham. 

m 

^^  I  fend  you  your  letters  back  ^ain  according  to 
•*  your  dtefire,"  • 

'  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes  continued  in  hFs  poft  o( 
Treafurerof  the  Houfhold  till  his  death  in  1639, 
without  ever  being  again  employed  in  foreign 
afiair»,  except  upon  occafion  of  the  peace  conclu- 
ded between  England  and  France^  on  the  14th  of 
April  1629. 

King  Charles  L  being  deftitute  of  all  means  for 
continuing  the  war  with  France^  on  account  of  his' 
averHon  to  the  calling  of  a  Parliament^,  had  endea-' 
▼oured  an  accommodation  with  Lewis  XIII.  while 
die  latter  was  before  Rocbelle^   by  means  of  die 
Embafladors  of  the  King  of  Denmark^    and  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces.    But  the' 
aofwer  returned  to  thofe  EmbafTadors  was,  that  if 
diey  had  a  power  from    the  King  of  EngUn^^  to 
aik  peace  of  him,  and  to   offer  the  fatisfadbions, 
which  he  was  to   give  France  to  obtain  it,  they 
would  enter  into  a  Negotiation  with  them ;  and  not 
otherwiie.     So   fierce  an    anfwer   fhewed   plainly 
enough,    that    they    were    not    afraid  of  King 
CbarleSf  and  that  he  muft  at  laft  fubmit  to.  what' 
France  pleafcd.     The  treaty  being  at  length  con- 
cluded,   by  the  mediation  of  Ludovico  Contarini^. 
and  Zorzo  Zorzij  the  Venetian  Embafladors  at  Lon^ 
don  and  Parisy  in  the  name   of  th^  Senate  of  Ve^, 
i^ift^  without  comprehending  the  Reformed  oi France 

in 
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19  ii^  wbpm  King  Ci^rle/  M  ftromiM  to  Ap^ 
t>ort  (a)  '^  3ir  7i&t?;»tf^  g4m9n4fi  WM  OMninifliivs^ed^ 

on  the  nth  of  June  1629  C*J,  ed,  qua  pollet^   (d 

fokrtid^  &f  indujiridy  to  go  Embaflador  to  France^ 
opd  cany  Ws  M^'efty^s  ratification  of  the  peac^,  and 
to  receive  the  oath  of  the  King  of  France  to  the 
c^)(ervai)c^  9f  if-  Five  d^  after  the  date  of  this 
Commiflion,  vix.  i6th  of  June^  ..be  irrfie  the  fol* 
lowing  letter  to  the  Queen  of  Bohemia  from  Lom^ 
dm  COj  **  I  ^P^  ^^^  Aot  be  difpleaficg  to  your 
^\  Majeljky,  to  rocetvie  |the  oioft  dvcifiil  rofpe&s  aB(| 
^f  ol^jryaoices  of  y<wr  apckat  fervaol:,  who,  ai  here^ 
<^  cofore  uauiefull,  hatjb  loog  Iain  by  the  wirils} 
^  JDUt  beiag  bow  comipaoc^d  to  undert^  a  new 
^^  employment,  do  defire  to  leave  nothing  vme^ 
^  membrad,  either  in  this,  or  in  any  other  ooca- 
^S  fiqn,  Ko  teflify  cny  m«£t  .humble  4evotioQ  to  your 
*^  Majefty's  iervket  which,  wicb  my  heSk  facukiea* 
*^  J  ih^U  be  ever  moft  careful  coperfonao*  My  eoo^ 
^^  ploynient  is  of  honour  and  weight,  to  easy  hb 
*^  Miyefty*3  r^ttificatioa  of  the  peace  hxtif  midt 
<^.  lirith  prqwce^  and  receive  the  Kiog^aoatk  fortbc 
^  obfervance  of.  the  fame,  aod  to  treat  of  Ibanc 
M  :o(her  important  bufinefi.  3ut,  in  rtijpeft^^ 
*^  lengjdi  and  painfuhieis  of  my  journey  to  tbofe  re* 
•^  jinote  pam,  where  the  King  now  »,  it  may  b» 
^  aalled  rather  the  voyage  of  a  poftilion,  fihw  of  aa 
^  £mba0ador.  Qut,  bowfoever,  I  will  omit  ay 
^  i^g,  which  may  concera  the  difchargingofuqr 
^  4iity  in  any  thing,  which  ihall  be  reqiwed  a 

.(a)  he  Clox,  Vie  d'Arviand  Jean*  Cardioal  Dae  de  lUcbfl* 
Ucjij  TQm.  I.  p.  445,  446.  2  edit.  1696.  {})  Rymr'% 

Foedera,  Vol.  XIX.  p.  %6.  {r}  Sirfj^.  idmmid0i%  M$. 

ilaui4%pcn,  Vd,  XII.  p.  45; 
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**  me."  Sir  Thomas  accordingly  went  to  France^ 
"where  Lmit  XIII.  fworc  to  the  peace,  in  his  prc- 
fence,  at  FoniainebleoK,  wtth  greaf  folemnity,  in  Sep- 
tember  that  year  -,  as  King  Q>arks  did  at  IVindfor 
before  Monfr.  i  jiuh/fine  d€  CiateaHtuufihc  French 
Embaflador  (e). 

{/}  U  Vtflbr.  Tom.  Vi.  Pwt  I.  p.  i  u. 
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T  O    T  H  E 


KING*s  mo/l  cKcelknt  Majesty  ^j 


WHEN  beyond  any  dcfcrt  or  expcfta- 
tion  of  xninc,  it  plcafed  your  Ma- 
jESTY  to  honour  me  with  the  charge  of  your 
Embaflador  rcfidcnt  in  France,  1  began  .firft 
in  England  to  read,  and  meditate  upon  the 
ftories  of  that  country,  and  the  kagoeSi  trea- 
ties, and  other  affairs,  which  had  pafi^  be* 
twcen  the  two  crowns  $  bei^g  chiefly  holpen 
therein  by  books,  and  notes,  which  I  received 
from  the  Earl  of  Salifbury,  now  Lord  Treafurer 
of  England,  During  the  timie  of  my  abode  in 
•France^  I  continued  the  fame  courfe^  feeking 
alfo  further  to  inform  myfelf  thereof,  by  con- 
ferences with  men  of  tliat  nation,  and  of 
ilrangers,  who  in  my  time  followed  that  court. 
The  coUedtion  of  thofe  readings,  meditations, 
,  and  con^onces,  I  now  hujably  offer  to  your 
Majesty,  as  reafon  is  i  (hoold^  feeing  I  waa 
there  at  your  charge.  This  courfe  of  making 
relations  the  Venetian  Embafladors  always  u(e 

*  This  dlfcourfe  was  dedicated    to  King  James  L  ia 
1609,  about  fix  floonths  be£Mrc  tbc  death  of  Hcoiy  IV, 

at 


(  4i<5  ) 
at  their  return  from  their  fcvcral  fervicc«,  both  J 
in   a  Tettted  and  continual  fpeech  before  the 
Privy  Council  of  the  State,    and  likcwife  by 
reducing  it  into  writing  afterwards.     Though 
the  matter,   in  my  opinion^  merit  not  Yo'jr 
trouble  in  reading  it  i  yet  I  hope  your  Ma- 
jesty will  allow  the  example,  whereby  others 
of  better  judgment, ,  which  fcrve  Yoc^  irii  the 
like  places,  .may   be  incited   to  do  it  better. 
The  fum  of  this  treatife  confifteth  in  theie 
heads : 

1 .  The  name  of  France. 

t.  The  ancient  and  modern  limits  thereof. 

3.  The  quality,  ftrength  and  fituation  of  the 

fame. 

4.  The  riches. 

5.  Their  politic  orders. 

6.  Their  difbrdcrs  and  dangers. 

7.  The  pcrfons  governing,  with  thofe,  wha 

are  likely  to  fuccced. 

8.  In  what  terms  they  live  wilh  their  border* 

ing  neighbours. 

9.  And  laftly,  the  ftate  of  matters  between 

your   Majesty's  Dominions    and 
theirs. 


So  humbly   praying  Your  Majesty's 
gracious  acceptance^  &c.. 
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State  of  FRANCE. 


Concerning  the  name  of  France. 

s 

Co  UN  TRIES  for  the  moft  part  reccivc 
their  names,  either  fix)m  their  firfl:  dif- 
coverers,  noting  ibme  particularity  in 
them  ;  or  from  their  conquerors.  $o  fell 
it  out  in  England,  which  was  firft  Called  Britannia, 
by  a  name  attributed  to  it  by  ftrangers,  in  regard  of 
the  painting  of  the  inhabitants  bodies ;  an<l  after- 
wards Anglia,  of  the  Angli,  a  people  of  thcf^Saxons, 
who  conquering  the  greateft  part  thereof,  called  the 
fame  after  their  own  name.  So  this  country  being 
firft  called  Gallia  by  ftrangers  arriving,  who  faW  the 
whitenefs  of  their  bodies  ref^mbling  milk,  was  af- 
terwards by  the  Franks,  which  conquered  the  fame, 
called  by  the  afiumed  name  of  the  men,  Franda, 
or  Frank  enrich.  It  is  laid  that  Germany  changed 
her  name  to  into  Almayne«  But  more  aifured  it  i^, 
that  a  part  of  thelUyricum  came  to  have  the  name  of 
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Sclavonia  :  For  a  company  of  adventurers,  ieeking 
few  provinces  to  conquer,  termed  thcmfelves  Sclavi, 
of  Sclaya,  which  in  the  Polonian  tongue  fjgnifieth 
Glory  or  Fame  ;  and  thereof  termed  their  conquer- 
ed land  Sclavonia.  But  this  appellation  had  worfc 
fucccfs  than  that  of  Francia  i  for  many  of  thofe 
people  by  mutual  incurfions  being  taken  by  the 
Italians  their  borderers,  and  kept  in  bondage  as  pri- 
(oners  of  war,  not  rich  enough  to  ranfome  them* 
fclves,  gave  the  name  of  their  nation  to  a  particular 
appellation  of  fervitude  ;  fo  as  here  hence  a  bond- 
man is  called  by  the  Italians,  Schiavo  -,  EfcJave  by 
the  French,  and  Slave  with  us  •,  as  by  the  like  oc- 
ca(ion  the  ancient  Romans  called  the  name  of  their 
bondmen  Geta;  and  Syri.  But  the  aflumed  name  of 
thofe,  who  conquered  Gallia,  hath  ever  retained  the 
-fighification  of  freedom,  as  at  firft  it  was  intended  ; 
which  the  prcfidcnt  Fauchet  witnefleth  in  hishiftory, 
faying,  Ent^ndez  tousjours^par  le  mot  de  FranfoiSy  Us 
nobles  \  car  du  commencement  aucun  ne  porta  ce  nom^ 
qu^  il  ne  juji  exempt  £  impofis.  And  as  this  name 
hath  conlerved  the  honour  of  its  ori^nal ;  fo  hath 
it  much  encreafed  in  extenfion,  or  largenefs.  For 
albeit  neither  Casfar  nor  Tacitus  (b  much  as  natne 
thefe  people  in  that  curious  enumeration,  which  they 
make  of  the  nations  of  Gallia  and  Germany ;  yet  ac 
this  day  the  eaftern  people  of  Greece  and  Afia  give 
the  name  of  Franks,  not  only  to  the  French,  but  to 
the  Italians,  Germans,  and  all  other  people  of  this 
weftern  part  of  Europe.  The  firft  mention  of  this 
name  is  in  Trebellius  PoUio,  about  the  year  260,  in 
the  fignification  of  Authors  of  freedom.  It  is  again, 
in  Vopifcus,  about  the  year  275,  and  after  in  fundry 
other  authors,  as  in  Eiitropius,  Ammianus  Mar- 
cellinus,  and  Socrates  is  his  ecclefiaftical  hiftory. 
But  the  French  hiftories  affign  the  year  of  our  Lord 
420  to  Pharamond,  the '  firll  duke  of  the  Franks ; 
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and  the  year  449  to  the  firft  king  Meroveus,  who 
was  flain  in  the  battle  againft  Attila,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  have  firft  fubdued  to  himfclf  towns  and  territories 
in  Celtica  ;  and  therefore  of  him  the  firft  family  of 
their  kings  have  the  denomination  of  Merovingians. 
His  fon  Childeric  to  have  been  the  firft  natural 
born  prince  of  the  Franco-Galli,  joining  both  the 
nations  together ;  and  his  grandchild  Clovis  (who 
began  his  reign  <3»»(9  486)  to  have  been  the  firft 
Chriftian  king  among  them'. 


^be  ancient  and  modern  limits  of  France. 

TH  E  country,  whence  thofe  came,  who  firft 
termed  themfclves  Franks,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  fea-coaft  between  theRhene  and  Vifurgis,  which 
the  Chauci  or  Sicambri  then  inhabited,  now  the 
Saxons,  thofe  of  Weftphalia,  Frizeland,  and  Hol- 
land. Some  of  the  French  authors  are  of  opinion, 
that  where  Tacitus  fpeaks  of  the  Caninefates  vifto- 
ries  againft  the  Romans,  and  faith  of  them,  Magna^ 
per  Germanias  Galliafque  famd^  lii?ertatis  an  Stores  ce* 
lebrahantur^  he  doth  interpret  their  afliimed  name  of 
Franks.  From  thole  parts  they  firft  made  piratical 
Ijpcils  by  fea,  upon  the  coaft  of  Gallia,  and  after 
many  incurfions,  pofleflcd  themfelves  of  the  land 
alfo.  The  chief  feat  of  their  empire  under  the  Me- 
rovingians, is  faid  to  be  at  Pado,  a  town  of  Weft- 
phalia. Under  the  fame  race  they  are  faid  to  have 
enlarged  their  dominions  in  Gallia,  as  far  as  the  ri- 
ver Garumna,  in  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  years, 
accounting  from  Meroveus  to  Pepin,  the  firft  king 
of  the  Carlovingians.  There  were  alfo  fundry  other 
ravaging  nations,  which  made  incurfions  upon  the 
Roman  empire  ;  as  the  Vandals,  which  conquered 
the  coaft  pf  Africa  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and 
^     .  Ec  2  after 
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after  Italy.  So  did  the  Heruli  under  their  king 
Odoacer,  which  they  held  till  they  were  driven 
thence  by  Theodoricus  king  of  the  0(lr(^oths,  lent 
thither  by  2^no  the  emperor.  From  them  the  Greeks 
got  it  under  the  Condud  of  Belifarius,  dll  they  were 
driven  out  again  by  the  Lombards,  called  in  thither 
by  Narfes,  whom  at  lad  the  Franks  difpoflfefled  un- 
der Charlemagne,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  pope. 
The  Vifigoths  took  the  fouth  part  of  France,  now 
called  Languedoc,  and  the  adjacent  regions  of  Spain, 
which  they  held  a  long  time.  Britannia  Annorica 
was  likewife  then  pofiefled  by  thofe,  who  came  out 
of  Britain  with  Maximus,  about  the  year  370^ 
under  their  own  peculiar  kings,  as  the  Britifh  ftories,. 
or  under  dukes^  as  the  French  dories  ftile  them ;  but 
both  acknowledge,  that  they  were  not  (iibdued  by 
the  French.  The  Burgundians  got  the  part  erf* 
Gallia  about  Lyons,  and  the  country  now  called 
Burgundy  s^ainft  the  Hpns  under  Actila,  as  ag^inft 
the  laft  comers,  and*  potent  enemies.  All  thcfe 
people  were  gjad  to  join  with  the  Romans,  who  ftill 
held  Provence  and  fome  other  parts ;  and  {o  under 
thecondudlof  Aerius,  overthrew  them  in  that  me* 
morable  battle,  fought  in  Campis  CatalaumciSy  where 
there  died  about  180,000  men.  But  the  Franks 
having  their  relidence  nearer  than  any  other  of  thofe 
ravaging  nations,  found  the  means  of  getting  farther 
Tooting  ;  and  in  tra<5tof  time  wan  oiX  andfubdued 
all  the  reft.  The  laft,  excepting  the  Britains,  were 
the  Vifigoths  in  Aquitania,  who  joined  with  the 
Franks  under  Charles  Martel,  for  driving  a  troop 
of  200,000  Saracens  out  of  thofe  countries,  or  rather 
in  (laughtering  them  near  to  Poidiers.  In  this  firft 
race  of  the  Merovingians^  the  manner  **•• 
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^he  quantity^  fituation^  and  ftrength  of  France, 

^Oftiiy. 

NEverthelefs  briefly  to  touch  the  quantity 
thereof  5  the  geographers  fay,  that  it  con- 
taineth  in  longitude  near  about  330  leagues,  and 
in  latitude  285,  in  the  figure  almoft  of  a  fquard, 
which,  next  to  the  circular  figure,  and  fpecics  there- 
of, as  the 'Geometricians  tell  us,  is  of  greateft  ca* 
parities,  and  the  circuit  of  the  whole  is  held  to 
exceed  1020  leagues.  Now  albeit  Spain,  Germany, 
Poland,  yea,  and  the  king  of  Demark*s  domi- 
nions perchance  exceed  thefe  in  quantity ;  yet  the 
fertility  of  their  territory  confidered,  and  that  this 
country  is  every  where  ftored  with  great  and  well  peo- 
pled, yea,  and  well  ftored  cities  and  towns,  fall  of  all 
forts  of  artificers,  and  manufafturers  ;  it  may  be  ac- 
counted the  greateft  united  and  entire  force  of  any 
realm  or  dominion,  at  this  prefent  in  Chrifteridom. 
This  is  certain,  that  from  the  time  of  Hugh  Capec 
downward,  it  was  never  of  greater  ftrength  and 
amplenefs  than  it  is  at  this  day.  Sir  Walter  Mild- 
may,  that  grave  ancient  counfellor,  was  wont  in  his 
time,  to  refemble  the  fteps  of  France  of  late  ydari 
to  thofe  of  the  ancient  Roman  commonwealth,  ap«' 
plying  to  them  that  faying  of  Titus  Livius  in  the 
preface  of  his  hiftory ;  Aparvis  imtiis  orta  in  tantum 
crevit^  ut  Jam  magniludine  laboret  fud.  And  furcly 
whofo  ihall  well  confider,  how  redoubtable  the  kings 
of  this  country  were  about  400  years  paft  in  the 
time  of  St.  Lewis,  and  fundrY  of  his  predeceflbr$ 
and  fuccelTors  ;  what  exploits  of  war  they  performed 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  when  they  had  to  encoun- 
ter them  at  home,  firft  the  kings  of  England,  wha 
held  well  near  the  third  part  of  France  in  their  pol^ 
fcfTion,  then  the  dukes  of  Britany,  which  pretended 
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to  hold  that  large  territory  in  fovereignty,   bcfides 
the  dukes  of  Burgundy,  lords  of  Dauphine,  and 
carls  of  Provence  -,  and  ftiall  weigh,  that  all  thefc  are 
now  fwallow  ed  up  into  that  former  ftrength,  (the  fo- 
vcreignty- of  Flanders  only  excepted,  which  in  thofe 
times  yielded  trouble  rather  than  aid  to  the  crown  of 
France)  and  that  with  a  more  abfolute  and  fovercign 
kind  of  government,  than  ever  was  ufed  in  thofe 
former  times  -,  muft  needs  conclude,  that  the  ftrengtfi 
of  this  kingdom  is  at  this  day  very  huge,  and  much 
to  be  feared  of  its  neighbours,  in  regard  of  the  ra(h 
and  enterprifing  courages  of  the  inhabitants.     But 
itfelf,  in  regard  to  the  natural  and  artificial  fortreffes 
thereof,  in  way  of  defenfive  war,  necdeth  not  to  fear 
her  borderers,  and  therefore  the  (ituation  thereof  is 
very  confiderable ;  for  in  their  bounds  and  frontiers 
they  are  very  marveloufly  ftrengthened,  both  natu- 
rally by  the  Pyrenees  between  Spain  and  it;  by  the 
Alps  between  it  and  Italy ;  by  the  Ocean  and  the 
Mediterranean  feas  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  reft  ;' 
and  artificially,  by  many  ftrong  fortrefles  i)etween 
them  and  the  Lx)w  Countries,  in  fo  much,  as  neither 
in  old  time  did  our  king  Edward  the  third,  by  aflail- 
ing  France  on  that  fide,  work  any  great  efFeift,  nor 
in  latter  times  did   the  emperor  Charles  the  fifth 
much  profit  himfelf  by  any  of  his  enterprifes  under- 
taken that  way.   For  the  remnant, where  they  are  fe- 
vered from  the  empire,  it  feemeth  to  be  the  advantage 
of  this  kingdom,  that  their  frontiers  are  no  ftronger, 
as  being  more  likely  by  their  united  ftrength  to  grow 
upon  the  limits  of  the  difunited  forces  of  Germany, 
than  to  receive  any  great  difcommodity  from  them  •, 
whereof  our  fathers  faw  the  experience  in  their  get- 
ting from  the  empire  the  towns  of  Mets»  ThouU 
and  Verdun ;  and  many  conjecture  they  may  in  time 
extend  their  borders  as  far  as  the  river  of  Rhine,  upon 
fundry  occafions,  and  opportunities,   that  may  arife 
and  prefent  themfelves.    The  rather  for  that  the 
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fanbe  having  been  in  time  pad  the  limit  of  the  an- 
cient Gallia,  that  miniftereth  unto  that  nation  a  kind 
of  fccret  pretence  that  way  ftill .  It  addeth  alfo  much 
to  the  ftrength  of  this  kingdom  againft  the  invafions 
of  (Irangers,  that  generally  throughout  the  land, 
there  are  njany  ftrong  towns  and  fortreffes ;  whereby 
it  hath  come  to  pafi,  that  cither  they  have  forced 
their  moft  potent  enemies  to  depart  without  fight, 
as  in  the  year  1536  they  caufed  the  emperor  Charles 
the  fifth  to  do  out  of  Provence  ;  or  if  they  have 
fought  and  been  overthrown  (as  in  many  battles  a- 
gainft  the  Englifh  nation)  yet  by  means  of  thofe 
towns,  have  the  Englifh  been  able  to  make  little  ad- 
vantage of  their  viftories.  But  it  hath  this  difcom- 
modity  with  it  likewifc,  that  it  maketh  a  war  once 
begun  to  continue  a  long  time  among  them,  to  the 
defolation  of  their  country  ;  whereas  with  us  the  mat- 
ter in  much  fliortcr  time  is  debated  and  decided. 

Situation, 

Befides  their  fecurity,  their  fituation  yieldcth 
them  many  commodities  and  advantages;  for 
(befides  the  great,  traft  of  fea-coafts  on  the  ocean 
from  Bayonne  to  Calais,  whereby  it  is  apt  for 
all  exploits  upon  the  faid  ocean)  their  coaft  on 
the  Mediterratiean,  from  Locate  and  Narborine, 
as  far  as  Nice  in  Savoy,  openeth  a  way  to  them  for 
all  exploits  hkewife  on  Italy  or  Afric,  and  all  the 
Levant  parts,  when  fo  great  a  force  fliall  fee  their 
occafion  in  courfe  of  war,  to  ftir  and  roufe  itfelf  any 
of  thcfe  ways.  Add  hereunto,  that  in  the  time  of 
peace,  it  miniftereth  to  the  inhabitants  opportunity 
of  all  kind  of  commodities  in  way  of  traffic  and 
ihtercourfe,  to  receive  whatfoevcr  is  delightful  or 
profitable  in  the  whole  world.  Befides,  it  being 
feated  between  the  dominions  of  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Flanders,  thofe  eftatcs  njuft  always  be  beholden  to 
this  for  fending  up  and  down  even  ordinary  pacquets 
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and  meflages,  one  from  the  pcher,  either  hf-  hod 
or  fea.  And  of  this  advantage  they  fo  notably  pre- 
vailed themfdlves  heretofore,  as  the  emperor  Charles 
the  fifth,  for  appealing  and  iettling  the  tumults  <tf 
the  Gani;ois,  and  troubles  of  Flanders*  was  fain  to 
commit  himfelf  in  perfon  to  the  mercjr  of  Francis 
the  firfty  in  palling  by  land  through  France,  ob* 
taining  the  leave  thereof»  by  oSering  to  part  with 
the  dutchy  of  Milan  to  one  of  the  ions  of  Fraacis. 
And  at  this  day^  fince  the  county  of  Breflfe  canoe 
under  this  crown,  the  king  cS  Spain  cannot  fend 
amy  foldiers  from  his  dominions  in  Italy  into  Fian* 
ders  but  by  the  leave  of  this  ftate.  In  the  like  pofture 
it  is  alfo  pardy  in  (lopping  the  intercourfe  b^iween 
your  majefty^ft  dominions  and  Spain ;  and  that  in 
this  refpe£t  we  have  more  need  and  uie  of  their 
friendfhip,  than  they  have  of  ours ;  as  this  king 
told  me  in  plain  terms,  when  I  moved  him  about 
ilaying  of  Tyrone  at;  his  flight  out  of  Ireland,  who 
purpofed  to  have  gone  for  Spain,  but  was  driven  Xo 
take  land  there.  But  their  chiefeft  ftreogth  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  the  multitude  of  their  people  -,  for  that, 
as  Solomon  fays,  *  i^  the  riches  of  a  king.*  And 
touching  this  point  the  king  told  me  two  particu- 
larities ;  the  firft,  that  he  had  c^ed  the  number  of 
all  the  people  of  Paris  to  be  taken  during  my  rime 
of  fer^ace  there  •,  and  that  he  found  ^there  were  in  it 
then  1 00,000  fouls  more  than  at  any  time  heretcfore. 
The  fecond,  that  he  could  raife  in  his  realm  50,000 
horfemen, and 2 00,000  foot, without  making  any  plow 
to  ftand  ftill,  or  any  tradefman  tp  leave  his  work« 

AGliiary  force.     I.  Horfemen. 

To  Ipeak  of  their  military  forces,  and  to  begin 
with  their  horfemen.  They  have  ever  had  principal 
reputation,  even  from  Julius  Caefar's  time,  (who  ever 
fpeaketh  with  great  accompt  and  eftimation  of  Celcas 
Equites)  to  the  battle  of  Ivry,  where  in  left  number, 
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diejf  overthrew  the  flower  and  choice  of  all  the  caval- 
ry, that  arc  cortimandcd  by  the  king  of  ^ain,  name- 
ty)  Italians',  Germans,  Wailons,  andSpaniards*  Indeed 
never  were  the  Frerich  horfe  io  much  beaten  and  pur- 
foed  by  the  weapons  of  any  other  nation,  as  they  have 
been  by  the  arrows  of  the  Engllfti.  Their  ftrength 
of  horiemcn  in  old  time  confifted  of  thofe,  who  held 
lands  fubjeA  to  the  ban  and  arriereban,  much  like 
thofe,  who  heW  by  efcuage  with  us.  Thefe  were 
bound  to  ferve  within  the  realm  for  three  a3onths. 
It  is  now  for  the  moft  part  turned  into  a  matti^r  of 
revenue,  in  paying  fines  to  be  diJpenfed  of  the  fervicc, 
which  all  Roturiers,  that  hold  knight'5  fees,  muft  do. 
Gentlemen  may  either  do  that,  or  ferve  in  perfon,  at 
their  eleftion.  All  thefe  now  ferve  as  fight  horfemen. 
In  latter  times,  Charles  the  fevenih,  in  his  wars  a- 
gainft  the  Englifh,  eleftcd  the  gens  ^arms^  or  bommes 
des  ordinances^  fo  called,  bccaufe  they  were  to  be 
ruled  feUm  ks  ordonnances  par  luy  faites  ;  and  for  pay- 
ment of  their  wagcs^  the  impofition  upon  wine  fold 
by  retail  was  augmented.  Thefe  were  to  be  compleac- 
ly  armed  themfelves  for  defence  and  offence,  with 
lance  and  fword,  and  to  have  their  own  horfes 
barded,  with  certain  archers  and  others  to  attend  on 
them ;  infomuch  as  to  every  lance  pertained,  one 
way  or  other,  fix  horfes.  Their  number  was  4000  : 
in  name  and  fhew  the  fame  number  continueth  ftill, 
and  many  of  the  nobility  ftile  themfelves  captains  of 
200  or  150  bommes  d^armes^  and  of  fo  many  more  of 
light  horicmen,  of  which  the  companies  of  the  king, 
queen,  their  and  his  children  are  the  mod  •,  and  be- 
fides  thofe,  the  companies  of  the  count  Soiflbns, 
the  dukes  of  Guife,  and  of  Mayenne.  And  now 
there  appertained!  but  one  horfe  or  two  at  mod  to  a 
lance.  Thefe,  in  time  of  peace,  ferve  for  all  fuddcn 
occafions,  and  to  entertain  the  ancient  dilcipline. 
In  time  of  war  they  ferve  for  officers  in  new  erefted 
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companies,  to  order,  and  addrels  them  the  better : 
and  to  the  fame  end  he  entercaineth  certain  colonels, 
or  Rcytmeifttrs,amongft  the  Almaines,  bo  ferve  him 
when  they  fhall  be  required,  with  a  certain  number 
of  horfe  given  them,  in  fpeciem  pcnftonis  in  the 
mean  time  ;  as  to  Sir  Henry  Guntrode  be  made  a 
fair  patent  under  the  great  feal  to  be  colonel  of 
1 200  piftoliers,  and  gave  him  therefore  1200 
crowns  penfion ;  but  the  king  himfelf  tdd  me»  be 
meant  not  to  pay  that  penfion. 

II.  Foot. 

Touching  the  foot  forces,  tliere  are  now,  in 
time  of  peace  of  this  nation,  entertained  five  re* 
gimcnts  of  twenty  companies  a-piece,  to  wit,  that 
of  the  Guards,  of  Champagne,  of  Navarre,  of  Pi- 
cardy,  and  of  Piedmont,  and  two  new  of  the  co- 
lonels Du  Boys  and  Nereftan,  confiding  only  of  fix 
companies  a  piece.  Of  thefe  regiments,  each  conv- 
pany  of  the  Guards  bach  in  it  eighty  or  ninety  per- 
fons^  but  thofe  of  the  other  regiments  have  in 
them  not  paft  thirty-three  perfons,  which  fervc  as  it 
were  to  hold  the  joints  of  the  company  together  till 
there  be  occafion  of  fervice,  and  then  by  way  of 
recruits  they  fill  up  each  company  with  foldiers  T» 
the  number  of  150  or  200.  Thefe  foldiers  are  dis- 
tributed in  the  garrifon  towns,  upon  the  fit>ntiers. 
The  governors,  notwithftanding,  have  in  divers 
places  befides  thefe,  regiments  of  their  own  ;  as  in 
Calais  alone,  Monf.  De  Vic  hath  to  the  number  of 
400  foldiers  or  upwards.  But  they  truft  not  fb 
much  to  thofe  of  their  own  nation,  as  they  do  to  the 
auxiliary  forces  of  the  Switzers ;  as  appesued  in  the 
expedition,  which  the  king  made  to  Sedan,  againft 
Monf.  De  Bouillon  in  the  year  1606  5  and  yet  the 
Gafcoignes  and  Bretons,  in  old  time,  matched  the 
Englifh  in  valour,  as  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
third,  when  the  Engh(h  were  moft  in  reputation  for 
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the  fame.    The  Gafcoigncs  retain  their  reputation 
ftill ;  the  Bretons  have  now  loft  it. 

And  thiefe  are  in  efFcft  the  forces  of  horfc  and 
fbot,  which  they  ordinarily  retain  for  the  wars.  For 
as  touching  the  ScotiQi  guard,  and  that  of  Switzers^ 
they  ftrve  for  the  king's  perfon,  as  likewife  the 
archers  under  the  Chevalier  du  Guet  \  and  the  mar- 
fchals  fervc  for  the  execution  of  juftice  in  the  time 
of  peace. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  touching  their  foot  forces,  that 
though  Francis  the  firft  made  an  inftitution^of  le- 
gionaries in  each  quarter  of  his  realm,  and  appointed 
levies  upon  his  people  for  payment  of  them  ;  yet 
now  the  legions  are  vaniJhed,  and  the  payments  only 
remain.     Wherefore  in  their  needs,  they  are  fain  to 
ufe  mercenaries.    One  of  their  own  men  wondcreth, 
why  they  cannot  at  this  day,  without  difficulty,  raife 
40  or  50,000  fighting  men;  whereas  in  Cflefar*s  time 
they  raifed  them  loo^ooo,    in  fo   much  as    they 
were  fain  to  difcharge  many,  who  offered  their  fer- 
vice  ;  and  he  refolvcth  the  doubt  fay  faying,  it  pro- 
ceedeth  froni  the  difference  of  educatiofl,  mod  of 
the  French  bufying  themfelves  now  m  handling  the 
pen,  and  then  the  fword.     So  as  their  kings  may 
more  eafily    levy    at  this  day  200,000    penmen 
and  chicaneurs,    than   30,000  men  of  war.     To 
which  I  think  may  be  added>  that  they  keep  their 
yeomanry  in  fuch  fervitude,  as  neither  dare  they 
truft  weapons  in  their  hands,  nof  can  they  fpare  them 
from  the  tilling  of  their  ground  ;  nor  yet  arc  thofe 
capable  of  being  good  foldicrs,  being  kept  continually 
both  out  of  heart,  by  the  violent  and  proud  com* 
mandment  and  infolencies  of  their  landlords,  and 
from  means  of  wealth  to  furnifli  themfelves  of  ne- 
ceffaries  requifite  to  a  foldier,  or  to  make  their  bodies 
lufty  and  able ;  but  their  minds  are  ba(e  and  daftard- 
}y^  and  their  bodies  wearifh  and  (hrimp-like. 

Armour. 
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Armmr^ 

Ycx  arming  their  Ibldiers,  and  furnishing  their 
camps  and  fortrelTes  with  munition,  they  are  at 
this  day  very  well  provided ;  for  t^ey  have  in 
fundry  places  of  the  realm,  to  the  number  of 
ten  atfenals;  among  the  which,  in  diat  of  Paris 
alone,  there  is  armour  enough  to  fumifh  more  than 
30,000  footn^en  and  (ix  thoufand  horfemen,.  bcfides 
great  ftore  of  ordnance,  and  requifite  munition,  able 
thoroughly  to  fupply  many  armies,  both  for  fervice 
of  the  fieldg  and  bdlie^ng  of  towns. 

It  reftcth  to  Ipeak  of  thdr  forces  by  fca, 
which  indeed  were  never  great;  but  in  all  their 
exploits  upon  the  Levant  Seas,  they  hired  the 
gallies  and  Ihips  of  the  Genoefe,  Pifens,  Venetians, 
and  other  Italians ;  as  likewiie  in  their  attempts 
againft  England  they  made  them  come  about,  and 
fcrve  on  the  ocean.  Sometimes  alfo  they  ufed  the 
fea-forccs  of  Spain,  as  when  by  that  means  they 
took  before  Rochelle  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  fon-in- 
law  to  Edward  the  third,  which  loft  unto  the  crown 
of  England  the  greateft  part  of  Aquitain. 

They  have  fundry  times  heretofore  aflayed  to 
keep  a  navy  royal  of  their  own  fhips  appertaining 
to  the  king ;  but  they  have  ever  failed  in  it.  Some 
fay,  that  in  all  their  coafts  from  Bayonne  to  Calais  they 
have  not  paft  two  or  three  good  ports  for  receiving 
or  keeping  a  navy,  namely,  the  iflcs  of  Oleron,  Brcft 
and  St.  Malo  ;  but  thefe  two  latter  are  dangerous 
alio,  in  regard  of  many  hidden  rocks  lying  all  along 
the  coaft  of  Bretagnc.  Monf.  de  Sully  haih  fundry  . 
times  told  me,  that  if  he  were  admiral  of  France, 
he  would  be  in  hand  with  fetting  up  of  a  navy  royal ; 
which,  if  they  had  once  done,  they  might  eafily 
prove  ill  neighbours  to  Great  Brictain.    But  till  that 
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happen,  the  controvcrfy  will  be,  what  we  may  con-  .  _ 

qucr  on  them,  not  what  they  might  get  upon  us.  ^^f; 
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And  for  Monfieurde  Sully's  being  admiral,  there  "^ 

is  |io  great  fear,  the  king  having  defigned  that  office  f^ 

to  his  baftard  fqn  the  Ctuevalier  de  Vendofme*    The  '{^\ 

office  of  admiralty  is  parted  among  divers  perfons ;  '■  /   ; 

whereas  the  admiralty  of  France  had  antiently  ju-  '  ;  ; - 
rifdidion  only  upon  the  coaft  of  Normandy  and 
Picardy,  and  his  two  courts  are  at  the  table  6f 
marble  at  Paris  for  Picardy,  and  another  at  Rouen 
for  Normandy,  the  appeals  from  the  which  re- 
fort  to  either  of  thofe  parliaments.  There  is  now 
annexed  to  it  (by  a  feveral  patent)  the  admiralty  of 
Bretagne,  and  fo  doth  Monfieur  d*  Amville  hold  it  at 
this  day.  The  admiraity  of  Guyenne  Monfieur 
Chaftillon  hath ;  and  for  the  Levant  feas  the  chief 
commander  is  the  general  of  the  gallies,  who  is 
now  one  of  thehoufe  of  Grondi :  and  this  is  the  only 
fea  force  pertaining  properly  to  the  king,  which 
conlifteth  of  fome  .  ten  or  twelve  gallics.  But 
touching  (hips,  Monfieur  de  Guife  is  admiral  of 
Provence,  which  place  is  annexed  to  his  govern- 
ment. 


Of  tie  riches  of  France. 

TH  E .  marks  and  demonftrations  of  their 
wealth  are  chiefly  to  be  feen  in  three  places: 
X.  In  the  country.  2.  Abroad  in  their  cities,  and 
3.  In  their  court.    Now  of  each  in  their  order. 
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Riches  of  the  Country. 

I .  The  fertility  of  the  foil  is  (b  great,  as  beGdes  that 
it  furnifheth  abundantly  to  the  inhabitants  all  ne* 
ce0ary  commodities  for  the  ufe  of  man's  life,  it  ut- 
tereth  alfo  to  ftrangers  fo  great  quandty  of  the  (ftme, 
as  without  labouring  in  any  mines  of  •  their  own 
(whereof  men  are  of  opinion  it  hath' good  ftore) 
in  recompcnce  of  the  iatd  commodities  uttered,  they 
draw  into  their  country  greater  ftore  of-filver  and 
gold,  than  cometh  into  any  region  in  Chrifl^ndom, 
comparing  quantity  for  quantity.  For  (befides 
that,  which  they  draw  for  their  wines,  prunes, 
woad  and  fait,  iinnen  and  fuch  like  from  Great 
Britain  and  other  northern  regions)  their  com  and 
grain  alone  robbeth  all  Spain  of  their  filver  and 
gold,  that  is  brought  thither  out  of  their  Indies  ; 
infomuch  that  at  this  prelent  it  is  held,  that  there 
is  far  greater  quantity  (this  king  cold  me  it  was 
after  the  proportion  of  fix  to  one)  of  the  doublons 
and  pifloletrs  of  Spain,  in  France,  than  in  Spain  it- 
felf.  Of  which  one  fomewhat  fcarply  giveth  this 
iemblance  of  res^n,  That  as  Spain  is  the  fountain, 
from  whence  all  thefe  metals  flow  abroad  into  ether 
parts  of  Europe ;  fo  it  happenech  according  to  na- 
tural experience,  that  there  is  ever  more  water  in 
the  beds  of  rivers  far  from  the  fountain  or  fourcc, 
than  at  the  well-fpring  itfelf.  Accordingly  I  have 
heard  it  reported  by- fome  ofourSpaniih  merchants, 
that,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Indian  fleets,  ihetrca- 
furc  they  bring  is  fuddenly  difperfed,  and  moft  of 
it  carried  into  France  in  lieu  of  the  com,  which  hath 
been  brought  thence.  • 

Befidcs  the  inhabitants  of  France  near  unto  the 
borders  of  Spain  (being  more  induftrious  and  more 
given  to  labour  than  the  Spaniards)  refort  in  great 
numbers  at  certain  times  yearly  into  Spain,  for  dif- 
patch  of  matters  of  agriculture^  and  return  well 
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ftored  with  great  quaintity  of  Spanifh  coin.     Indeed 
thispeopJe  isof  tiis  own  difpoficion  aflive  and  induf- 
trious  '»  and  the  biting  taxes  and  heavy  impofitions, 
which  are  laid  on  them,  do  enforce  them  to  be  ac 
no  time  idle,  but  fearcb  ail  the  corners  of  their  wic 
to  make  the  earth  yield  as  much  fruit  as  poflibly 
it  can,  and  then  not  to  confiime  the  fruit  thereof 
themfelves  but  to  make  money  thereof  to  pay  the 
king's  and  cheir  landlord's  duties*     By  which  means 
of  induftrious  labouring,  and  careful  iparing,  their 
kind  muft  grow  exceeding  rich.     With  us  in  this 
behalf,  1  take  it  to  be  contrary  ;  for  our  huiband- 
men  confumeth  more  himfelf,  and  yet  draweth  not 
put  of  the  earth  fo  much  as  the  peafant  doch  there. 
Add  hereunto,  that  the  prefent  king  is  fuch  a  ma- 
nager, as  the  like  hath  not  been  feen  in  many  ages ; 
for  he  is  as  curious  and  vigilant  in  every  corner  of 
his  large  territories  to  turn  them  to  the  beft  com* 
'  modify,  as  any  houfeholder  can  be,  or  any  farmer 
in  his  particular  houfe  or  farm,     ^o  as  befides  the 
antient  commodities  of  this  realm,  before  fignified, 
•  he  is  in  hand  with  erediing  fundry  new  ;  as  for  ex- 
ample, he  hath  caufed  moft  of  the  gentlemen  and 
poi&ffioners  of  his  realm,  to  plant  mulbery-trees  in 
their  grounds  for  the  nourifliing  of  (ilk-worms ;  and 
told  me  he  hoped  to  make  his  realm  the  ftaplc  for 
all  the  filk,  that  (hould  be  worn  in  all  ihcfc  northern 
parts  of  Europe,  both  in  his  own  country  and  like- 
wife  in  your  majefty's  dominiorjs,  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, Denmark,  and  other  regions  adjacent  to  the 
Baltick  Sea.     But  fome  Italians  of  good  judgment," 
with  whom  I  have  conferred  touching  this  point, 
have  told  me,  that  in  the  end  all  this  will  come  to 
nothing,  for  that  filk-worms  here  cannot  profper, 
the  air  of  the  country  being  too  cold  for  them  ; 
fo  that  if  they  die  not,  yet  the  duff,  which  they  fhall 
produce,  will  never  be  good.  But  they  fay,  chat  the 
3  Genoefc 
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Genoele  bought  of  the  raw  (ilk,  which  the  Holkn- 
ders  brought  out  of  India,  and  therefore  wrought 
better  fattens  and  velvets  than  they  could  make  out 
of  the  fiik  growing  in  Italy.  He  is  alfo  in  hand 
with  draining  of  marflies  every  where  in  his  country  $ 
and  efpecially  about  the  ifles  of  Rets  in  Provence, 
where  he  pretendeth  to  have  lijgars  made  to  ierve 
his  realm :  and  likewife  he  is  about  to  have  all  forts 
of  fine  linnen  made  in  fundry  places  of  France, 
chat  his  fubjefbs  may  have  that  at  home,  which 
they  would  fetch  out  of  the  Low  Countries.  As 
for  woollen  cloth,  they  have  been  long  in  hand 
therewithal,  and  ftriven  to  have  no  need  of  ours. 
Further  he  is  very  bufy  about  cutting  new  beds  for 
the  waters  to  run  from  one  great  river  to  another, 
as  from  Loire  to  Seine,  fi-om  Rhofne  to  Seine ;  and 
there  hath  been  a  fpeech  of  making  a  canal  from 
the  Garonne,  to  Rhine,  which  by  Agdc  runneth 
into  the  Mediterranean  fea.  But  now  the  conceit 
IS  quite  over ;  and  Nfonfieur  de  Sully  talketh  of 
joining  Maine  and  the  Moie,  and  *fo  to  convey 
merchandife  from  Holland  to  Marfeilles  by  frelh  water 
all  along,  without  going  upon  fea.  If  but  part  of 
thcfe  deflgns  be  effeded  it  will  be  a  great  enriching 
to  his  people  and  country. 

Riches  in  Cities, 

2.  For,  to  come  to  the  fecond  point,  the  riches  of 
towns  is  caufed  rather  by  the  commodioulheis  than 
fertility  of  the  foil  adjacent ;  and  therefore  I  have  heard 
fome  make  this  obfervarion,  that  the  moft  barren  (i« 
tuations  in  Europe  yield  the  beft  towns;  as  for  example, 
Venice  in  Italy  is  the  richeft,  though  it  be  placed  in 
the  middle  of  the  fea.  So  is  Nurenberg  in  Germany, 
though  it  be  in  a  fandy  and  very  barren  territory : 
But  they  are  full  of  artificers,  whereof  they  have  in 
the  German  tongue  a  proverb.   That  the  Nuren- 

bergers 


bergers  haads  deceive  all  lands.  Padua  and  Sienna 
in  Italy  are  held  to  be  placed  in  the  mod  fertile 
foils  of  ail  that  region  ;  yec  they  approach  nothing  to 
the  riohes  of  Genoa,  Milan  or  Florence,  which 
are  full  of  artificers  and  traffickers.  The  like  may 
be  faid  of  London,  Norwich  and  Briftol  in  England^ 
of- Antwerp  heretcrfbre,  and  now  of  Amfterdam  in 
thQ  Low  Gauntries.  Seeing  then  trafBck  and  arti«» 
fieetaare  the  cbiefeft  thbgsi  that  enrich  towns ;  for 
the  firft,  the  cammodities  of  the  fea^  and  the  na* 
vigableneft  of  their  great  rivers  in  France  muft 
needs  procure  that  onto  them }  efpecially  having  oom« 
modtQcs  growing  at  home  to  anfwer^  with  ov^rplus^ 
the  vdae  of  foreign  commodities  brought  in.  And 
for  the  lieoond,  I  mean  artificers,  their  many  uni^ 
verfitiea,  whidi  draw  (befides  the  domeftical  ftudents) 
great  multitudes  of  ftraogers  \into  them,  and  the 
thoroughfare  of  Englilb,  Germans,  Spaniards,  Itat* 
lians  muft  aifo  ever  keep  thofe  artificers  on  work, 
:6fpeciatty  the  Frencjimen  being  generally  neat  and 
nattUe  above  all  manner  of  manufa&urbrs.  It  is 
undoubtedly  a  great  mafs  of  money,  which  thofe  of 
our  country^  that  come  to  trade  here,  bring,  and 
^nd  in  this  country,  more  than  the  French  fend 
among  us:  fo  do  the  Spaniards,  Germans,  and  Polo- 
lians  alio ;  but  the  Italians  get  upon  them  concern* 
tqg  thb.  point.  This  natural  or  cafual  advantage  this 
king  encreafeth  alfp  with  great  art,  firfl:  in  being 
careful  to  fet  up  all  kind  of  manufadares  \  and  then 
10  allotting  and  proportioning  them  to  thofe  places^ 
where  they  may  be  beft  made  and  vented.  Secondly^ 
in  reaching  by  his  impofitions  all  forts  of  people^ 
as  well  home-bom  as  ilrangers,  in  the  wine,  fair, 
woad,  hay,  and  other  things,  which  are  fpent  in  the 
citiea.  Infomuch  as  my  fieward  told  me,  that  of 
the  neoeflaries  fpent  in  my  fiimily  (though  I  had 
my  falc,  and  many  other  provi0ons  out  of  Eng- 
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land)yec  the  king  had  d^y,  for  htsducies,  as  much 
18  would  firrve  to  fuftain  two  or  three  perfons. 

Touching  the  firft,  Paris  aione  may  ferve  for  an 
example  oi  his  induftry,  where  he  hath  erected 
many  of  the  mod  rich  and  fubftantial  manufadhires^ 
and  by  great  wages  drawn  thither  men  ikilful  atxl 
expert  in  the  fame,  accommodatingt  and  fitting  them 
alfo  with  manGons,  and  habitations^  as  *one^  who 
means  to  tie  them  there  faft.  In  his  new  buildings 
at  the  Louvre,  the  firfl:  places  finilhod  were  delifcr^ 
CO  fome  Netherianders,  who  work  in  haute-lioe  wich 
fuch  curtoufnefs,  as  every  Flemiih  ell  of  th^  tape- 
iby  amounteth  to  fixteen  crowns,  diough  tcbatii 
neither  fllver  nor  gold  in  it  *,  and  at  that  pnce  (bme 
cardinals  and  other  princes  c^  Italy  caufe  fiiits  there- 
of to  be  made  for  them.  .Befidcs^at  the  iame  place 
are  wrought  fundry  forts  of  rich  carpets  made  ail  of 
filk,  after  the  fafhion  of  thofe  of  Perfia.  htmcuiya 
place  called  the  Gobelins^  there  is  other  tapdbt 
wrought  of  rich  ftufi;  and  quality,  maft  of  ic 
confining  of  gold  threads,  which  I  J\^ve  not  ieea 
any  where  but  there ;  and  likewiie  other  cxdinary 
fuits  of  tapeftry  of  ail  fi^ts,  of  the  price  and  good* 
nefs,  that  they  are  made  in  the  Low  Countries.  A 
third  notable  great  building  he  hath  ereded  in  dK 
fame  town,  where  all  forts  of  velvets,  latDns,  taf- 
feties,  and  figured  works  of  all  kind^,  and  foipc 
with  threads  of  gold  in  them,  are  noade. 

By  thefe  means,  and  others,  Paris  is.  grown  to 
'  that  riches,  as  a  man  of  good  quality  and  good 
underftanding  affirmed  unto  me^  that  there  were 
above  five  hundred  families  in  the  fame,  which  were 
ferved  all  in  fxlver  vefiels.  Lyons,  which  heretofore 
hath  been  the  next  tgwn  to  this  in  reputatian  of 
riches,  is  reported  to  be  decayed,  fo  as  it  is  not  fb 
rich  by  the  one  half»  as  it  was  twenty  years  paft. 
But  thereunto  the  king  nude  me  this  anf^ver,  that 

though 
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though  the  ri&hcs  thereof  be  not  fb  great  as  it  was, 
yet  is  it  more  permanent  and  Aahle,  being  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  French  bankers  ^  whereas  in  times 
paft  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Italians :  but  the  mofl: 
part  of  .tlj^e  other  towns  are  much  encreafed  by  the 
^^ng»  politic,  and  peaceable  government  of  this 
kingy  and  would  have  been  much  more,  were  it  not 
that  all  offices  being  vendible  in  this  kingdom,  the 
merchants  employ  their  money  rather  in  buying 
offices  than,  in  cxercifing  traffick,  becaufe  officers 
wives  go  before  merchants  wives. 

Riches  in  Court. 

In  the  court  the  riches  partly  appeareth  in  the 
iumptuoufne&.  of  the  attire  and  furniture  for  the 
houfes,  ^nd  perfbns  of  the  lords  and  ladies  of 
^he  fame.  Upon  ordinary  days  their  apparel  is  not 
So  coftly  as  that,  wUch  is  uiuadly  worn  in  the  court 
of  England ;  but  in  thdr  magnificences,  or  days 
of  parade,  they  make  more  ihew  of  riches  than 
we  cto,  b  the  multitude  of  their  pearls,  ftones, 
brodcries,  and  fuch  like  ;  as  alio  for  their  houihold 
furniture,  theirs,  I  take  it,  exceedeth  ours  both 
in  rkhneis,  ind  commodioufne(s,  but  not  thdr 
tapeftry.  But  their  chiefeft  ^kndor  is  in  the  things 
appertaining  to  the  k^pg  himfelf ;  as  in  the  numbor 
of  his  guards  and  men  of  war,  which  attend  hinfi, 
(wherdn  he  exceedeth  all  the  other  courts  in  Chris- 
tendom) in  the  many  penfions,  which  he  really  pay- 
eth,  amounting  to  more  than  a  million  of  crowns 
yearly ;  in  the  magnificence  of  his  buildings,  which 
are  many,  for  the  king  told  me,  he  fortified  twenty- 
eight  places  upon  his  firontiers,  befides  his  buildings 
at  Parb,  St.  Germains,  Fountainbteaiu,  Monceailk, 
2Uid  other  places  very  huge  and  (lately  \  but  chiefly 
in  the  great  referve,  which  (all  chargjes  defrayed)  I^ 

Ff  2  puts 
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puts  up  every  yqu*  in  his  Baftille.  So  as  though  he 
came  to  a  broken  ftace,  and  much  indebted,  yet  in 
few  years  he  hath  gathered  more  treafure  than  per- 
chance any  other  king  of  Europe  poDeileth  at  this 
day ;  whereof  alio  he  ceafeth  not  to  vaujit»  when  he 
walkedi  in  his  garden  between  the  arfenal  and  the 
Bailille,  faying.  That  none  other  hath  fuch  an  alley 
to  walk  in,  having  at  the  one  end  thereof  armour  foe 
40,000  men  ready  prepared  ;  and  at  the  other  end 
money  to  pay  them,  even  to  the  end  of  a  long  war. 

King^s  Revenues. 

Touching  his  own  revenues,  he  may  make 
them  as  great  as  he  lift,  at  leaft  of  all  the 
wealth,  which  is  any  way  ftirring  in  the  kingdom  ; 
lor  by  his  fimple  edi&  or  prodamadon,  without 
aflembly  of  bis  three  ftates,  he  may  make  what  le* 
vies  or  impofitions  he  plea&th  ;  a  point  begun  to  be 
gained  in  the  dme  of  Lewis  XI.  and  (ince  encreafed 
by  his  fucceflbrs.  Before  that  time  it  feemeth  to 
have  been  otherwife,  as  it  is  yet  in  England,  Spun, 
Germany,  and  all  other  ancient  Idngdoms,  and 
which  in  continuance  of  time  may  prove  the  ruin, 
of  this,  as  I  (hall  fhew  anon.  Novvi  albeit  theie  le- 
vies run  chiefly  upon  the  hufbandman,  and  that  the 
townfman  is  free  of  many  things,  the  ecclefiaftical 
perfon,  the  gentleman,  the  officers  of  juftice  and 
receipt,  and  the  ftranger  fhall  be  free  altogether  s 
yet  by  a  crooked  mealure  this  king  reacheth  every 
one  of  them,  and  draweth  great  profits  from  them 
all. 

Cburcb^tivings . 

For  firft,  into  church-livings  there  is  a  great 
breach  niade^  by  the  annates  and  decimes,  which 
by  the  concord  as  made  by   the  pope  Leo  the 

tenths 
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tenth,  and  Frands  the  firft,  are  (hared  between 
the  pope  and  the  king  (contrary  to  the  iandion 
pragmatic  made  1:^  St.  Lewis)  the  annates  go* 
ing  to  the  Pope,  and  the  decimes  or  tenths  to  the 
king.  Next  in  all  aflemblies  of  the  clergy,  they 
grant  great  fums  unto  him  ;  left  abandoning  the 
prote£tion  of  them,  the  Proteftants  fhould  forbear  to 
pay  their  tythes  unto  the  Roman  clergy,  and  per- 
chance work  worie,  and  more  dangerous  effeffcs. 

Abbeys. 

Tlurdly,  having  by  the  concord,  as  aforefaid,  the 
nomination  to  all  bilhopricks,  and  abbeys  of  the 
realm ;  moft  of  the  abbeys  he  dt^ofeth  unto  tern- 
.  poral  men  abfolutely,  as  rewards  for  their  fervice» 
making  them ;  as  they  term  it,  oeconomifts  of  all  the 
revenues  of  them,  or  elfe  appointing  a  kind  of  prior 
over  them,  which  they  call  a  cuftodenos,  with  fome 
finall  aUowaoce  to  the  monks. 


And  as  for  the  bifhopricks,  he  nominateth  very 
few  peribns  unto  them,  from  whom  he  dra  weth  not 
a  great,  pehiion,  fometimes  to  the  value  of  half  the 
biihopriok. 

NMtity  and  Gentry. 

Touching  the  nobility  and  gentry,  they  are. 
tree  from  all  impofitions  and  taxes,  when  they 
manure  and  inhaoit  their  own  pofTefllons  ;  but 
giving  many  of  them  penlions,  he  allureth  all  of 
them  generally,  in  hope  of  that  good  fortune,  to 
be  followers  of  the  court.  Then,  to  make  monev 
for  their  own  expences  there,  they  let  out  their  lands 
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to  farmers  \  and  upon  thofe  he  maketh  lus  levies 
as  well  as  upon  the  ordinary  huft^andman^  who  rate* 
ably  ^ve  to  the  nobility  fo  much  the  lefTer  rent  for 
tbem« 

Qficers  ofjitftice^  and  ambers. 

The  officers  of  juftice,  rece'^ts,  la  police^  and  others^ 
as  notaries,  tabeUions,  ice.  he  reachcth  in  this  fort, 
that  he  felleth  all  their  offices  at  a  very  high  rate 
unto  them,  namely  for  one  life,  at  fourteen  or  fifteen 
'years  purchale ;  and  when  that  is  done,  if  they  thrive 
by  them,  it  is  lawful  for  others,  who  will  outbid  them 
to  a  certainrate,(which  they  call  doublements  andderce* 
ments,  the  pardcular s  are  too  long  to  be  here  exprefled) 
to  get  the  ^id  offices  or  farms  from  them  ;  the  which 
they  do  la  cbandeUe  ^einte^  that  is  at  a  iet  time» 
that  the  bidders  or  partiians,  as  they  call  them»  come 
before  the  council,  and  there  a  little  end  of  a  was 
candle  is  fet  a  burning,  and  he,  who  offereth  moft 
before  the  fame  candle's  end  be  burnt  out,  goeth  a- 
way  with  the  office.  And  this  is  reckoned  one  of 
the  cleared  and  moll  afiiired  revenues  of  his  crown. 

Tcwnjmn. 

•        ■  « 

The  townfman  he  reacheth  particularly  by 
loans,  and  fome  by  levies  *,  and  both  him  and  the 
firanger  by  his  impofitions  imd  gabells,  which  are 
very  thick  and  biting ;  as  for  example,  fb  much 
fait  as  lerved  my  houfe  for  one  whole  year,  cofting 
but  40  s.  in  England,  would  have  coil  there  joT. 
fterling.  A  cup  of  Orleans  wine,  before  it  be  boug^ 
'  by  the  ftranger  out  of  the  tavern  in  Paris,  paycth  ten 
or  twelve  feveral  duties  to  the  king,  as  one  expert  in 
thofe  matters  affirmed,  reckoning  up  alfo  aU  the  par- 
ticularities thereof.    And  not  ^y  all  kind  of  ne^ 

ceflaries 
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oeflaries  for  man's  food  and  raiment,  coming  into 
town,  pay  thefe  impontions  to  the  king ;  but  abroad 
in  the  country  aIfo»  they  levy  to  his  uft  one  kind  of 
impofition  upon  cloven  footed  beads,  and  another 
upon  whole  or  round  footed,  befides  many  other ; 
many  of  which  have  given  in  times  of  neceflity, 
*  during  the  iharp  war  they  had  with  other  nations, 
out  of  the  peoples  voluntary  pronenels  to  fupply  their 
king's  wants  in  thoTe  times ;  and  though  now  thofe 
neceflities  be  paft,  yet  thofe  old  payments  ftill  con- 
tinue, and  many  niore  new  are  every  day  dcvifed. 
By  all  which  fcraping  and  wringing,  it  ^eld ,  he 
.  gathereth  yearly  about  fourteen  millions  of  browns, 
or  twelve  clearly ;  befides  the  nonvalents,  a^  Monf. 
Sully  told  me^  aiay  amount  to  four  or  6ve  millions 
of  pounds  fterling.  His  referve  upon  all  which  hath 
hitherto  not  reached  a  million.  But  the  wars  in  the 
Low  Countries  ccaftng,  and  thofe  leaguers  dying, 
whom  he  was  fain  to  buy  in  with  great  penfions,  and 
by  buying  in  his  domain^  wluch  hs^h  been  in  former 
lime  engaged  for  debt  (of  which  Monf.  Sully  tokl 
sne  he  haa  difirharged  ten  millions  of  cvowrsfans 
hcurfe  delier)  it  is  thought  his  referve  will  amount  wel) 
nigh  to  two  millions  of  crowns,  or  more.  Hisltrea- 
fure  is  held  at  thb  time  to  be  between  four  and  five 
millions  of  crowns. 

Generally  the  chief  riches  of  France  is  held  to  be 
in  the  bands  of  the  king,  and  of  the  inhabit4nts  of 
Paris,  and  of  the  financiers  or  exchequermen,  whom 
therefore  the  king  wringeth  like  fpunges,  and  ran- 
Ibmeth  every  three  os  four  year,  imputing  deceits 
unto  them  by  certain  (cle£ted  commiflloners,  which 
they  call  la  cbamhe  ardent^.  As  for  the  clergyman, 
the  gentleman,  and  the  merchant,  they  live  not  fo 
wealthily  at  this*  day,  as  their  pedeccffors  have 
done. 

Ff4  Of 
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Of  the  politic  orders  in  France. 

THIS  matter  may  receive  a  two- fold  conCdera* 
tion,  either  concerning  thofe  anciently  ap- 
pointed 'and  eftablifhed  for  the  main  government  c^ 
the  realm  \  or  certain  points,  which  this  king  ufech 
for  the  ftretching  and  aflbring  of  his  own  authority 
and  power. 

Touching  the  firfl,  they  are  fo  plentifully  to  be 
fecn  in  fundry  printed  coUe&ionSy  as  to  handle  that 
poiik  in  this  Ihort  relation,  were  but  iofs  rf  time* 
Only  this  I  will  fay  of  them  in  general,  having  care- 
fully and  diligently  read  the  fame  in  fome  of  their beft 
reputed  authors,  I  find  them  the  moft  plain  particular 
prudent  .ordinances,  that  I  have  yet  met  withal,  as 
^ell  for  juflice,  la  police^  for  ordenng  the  king's 
court,  his  military,  his  marine  affairs,  the  revenue 
of  his  crown  •,  as  alio  all  other  things  necefllary  to  be 
obfenred  in  a  commonwealth^  And  I  fuppofe,  that  in 
mi^y  things  we  might  better  fetch  our  patterns  in 
thele  points  out  of  France,  and  with  more  profit,  than 
we  do  the  fafhion  of  our  apparel.  But  in  them  there  is 
one  thing  much  amifs,  namely,  that  the  comments 
^  upon  thofe  conftitutions  in  very  many  places,  and  thc^ 
of  the  beft,  lay,  Ceci  ne  s'oiferve  plus  en  France  aajtmr- 
ffhwf^  This  is  no  more  obfenred  in  France  at  this 
day. 

Concerning  the  fecond,Thofe  cauteles  and  fubcilties 
of  the  king's  confift,  i.  In  according  the  fadions  of 
religion.  2.  In  reprefiing  and  fupplanting  die  power 
of*  the  great  houfes,  that  have  been,  fa&ious,  and 
have  had  great  fway  heretofore.  3.  In  limiting  the 
authority  and  commandment  of  governors  of  pro* 
tinces.  4.  In  making  the  inferior  nobility  obfe- 
fii]iou8  unto  him.    5.  In  keeping  the  common  peo* 
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pie  in  wealth  or  weaknefs,  in  fqch  Tort  as  he  tMy 
draw  moft  profit  from  them,  and  be  in  leaft  dangor 
of  any  tumults  to  be  raifed  by  them.  Of  each  of 
thefe  in  oider. 

Religion. 

In  according  the  factions  of  religion,  or  at  leaft  the 
containing  of  them  in  peace  the  one  with  the  other,  this 
king  hath  fhewed  himfelf  much  more  wary  and  heedful 
than  iiindry  of  his  predeceflbrs.  The  which  altho*  it 
were  no  difficult  matter  for  him  to  perform  (feeing,  of 
natural  confequence,  thofe  know  ever  bed  how  to 
ftop  difoiders,  who  have  been  the  chief  workers  of 
them)  yet  he  ceafeth  not  to  vaunt  and  glory  muchjin 
his  faculty  and  dexterity  that  way ;  and  to  that  purpofe, 
he  told  me  once,  that  for  containing  ful^eAs  of  differ* 
ing  religion  in  peace  and  unity,  il  pouvoitfaire  le^ 
fan  a  taus  les  autres  RoySy  viz.  He  might  read  lec- 
ture to  all  other  princes.  But  yet  for  all  that,  the 
body  of  thofe  of  the  reformed  religion  is  a  great 
thorn  in  his  foot,  being  not  only  conftrained  to  to- 
lerate them  as  a  different  regiment  from  the  reft  of 
his  realm,  but  to  give  fortrelles  into  their  hands 
alio,  and  to  pay  them  for  keeping  them  againft  him- 
felf. Wherefore  being  dcfirous  to  rid  himfelf  of 
tlus  incumber,  and  knowing  that  by  forcible  means 
he  cannot  atchieve  it,  (for  that  would  aAuate  what 
other  humours  are  unfound  in  the  body  of  his  whole 
realm,  and  add  ftrength  to  the  proteftants,  who  in 
troublefome  times  have  ever  moft  encreafcd)  he  fol- 
loweth  the  courie  of  the  fable,  where  it  is  faid.  That 
Boreas  and  Bioebus  laid  a  wager, who  (hould  (boneft 
*  get  a  wayfi^rer's  cloke  from  him  ;  Boreas  with  his 
ftiff^  blafts^aking  the  Wayfarer  to  wrap  himfelf  faft 
therein  -,  but  Phoebus,  with  his  gentle  hot  beams,  fet 
him  in  iuch  a  Iweat,  as^  for  his  own  eale,  he  was 

fain 
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fain  to  throw  chat  frpm  him :  So  this  king,  t^  alhirii^ 
tbo(e»whoare  moft  emment  amongft  the  Proceftants, 
aicher  for  leamiog^  or  military,  or  civil  ablenefs,  by 
penfions  ;  by  debarring  all  of  that  profcifioQ  from 
employments,  which  he  may  bellow  upon  others ; 
and  by  labouring  an  union,  or  at  leaft  a  commen 
liturgy,  which  might  ferve  both  fides,  to  content 
the  generality,  fceketb  gently  to  fupplaot  them. 
In  the  mean  time,  to  content  them,  he  obierveth 
his  ediA  towards  them  (the  breaking  of  others  cauf- 
ing  fo  much  trouble  in  his  predeceflbrs  times)  al- 
lowing them  in  certain  places  free  exercife  of  their 
feligion  ;  and  that,  without  proceeding  to  any  force* 
able  means,  their  complaints  may  be  quietly  heard, 
.and  gravely  ordered  by  the  advice  of  his  council, 
either  to  the  Proteftant  contentment,  of  arkaft 
without  driving  them  into  defperation,  he  bach  ever 
rcfiding  at  his  court,  two  agents  for  thofe  of  the 
religion,  U:^  to  ftop  all  inconvenienciqs  ia  thefirft 
beginning. 

CautinuTf  twm  paid  tbiir  ganifins  by  tbe  King4 

Further,  he  alloweth  them  certain  places  of  aflbr* 
ance,  to  the  number  of  eighty  or  thereabouts, 
where  they  may  fave  themfelves  upon  any  fiiddcn 
uproar ;  and  alfo  payeth  certain  giarrifons,  whkh  are 
kept  in  each  of  them,  beftowing  to  that  end,  and  in 
penfions  to  particular  men  of  the  religion,  about 
ieo,ooo  crowns  yearly.  The  pretence  whereof  in 
part  is.  That  he  will  have  all  Protefhuits  to  pay  their 
tythes,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  duties,  to  the  Romiih 
prelates  and  curates.  To  countervail  the  which^ 
the  king  oUt  of  his  own  coffers  fiirniiheth  the  fore- 
iaid  fums.  And  to  fave  himfelf  from  cxpence  in 
that  behalf,  draweth  a  great  fum  from  the  Romiih 
clergy  out  of  their  aflembly  by  way  of  benevolence* 

in, 
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Wby  the  Pmtftant  religion  inOreafetb  not  in  Spain  as 

in  France. 

And  here  perchance  it  is  not  amifs  to  conQder 

how  it  oomes  co  pais,  that  in. Spain  the  ProeeftanC 

religion  hath  made  no  progrefs  ac  all ;  chough  in  the 

year  1558  and  1559,  when  it  began  to  be  fpread 

m  France,  and   that  fome  perfons  oi  quality  and 

worth  were  there  executed  by  fire  for  the  fame, 

there  were  alio  men  of  as  great  quality,  and  as 

many  in  number,  in  like  fort,  for  the  fame  caufe 

executed  in  Spain.  Talkii^  with  Monf.  deVilleroy 

about  this  point,  he  afcribed  the  caufe  thereof  to  tfaio 

imnority  of  their  king,  which  as  it  is  not  untrue,  ib 

ibme  adduce  a  more^  near  cauie  of  this  efieA,  fiiying. 

That  there  were  no  executions  done  in  Spain,  but 

by  coarfe  of  juftice  folemnly  ;  whereas  in  France, 

choie  of  the  Romiih  charch  ftirred  up  the 

people  (contrary  to  the  king's  edid)  in 

manner,  to  offer  violence,   and  copmit  mafiacre 

iqion  the  Proteftants,  who  (keejuog  no  order  .nor 

sneaiure)  drave  the  PK>teib[nts  to  take  arms  for 

their  natural  and  neceilary  defence.    And  to  fortify 

4kia  rcafon  of  theirs,  they  further  fay,  that  the  like 

hath  happened  in  England,  where  puntfliments  in* 

iii6^ed  upon  Papifls  being  always  done  by  courfe  of 

juftice,  without  any  popular  violence,   hath  pre* 

ierved  our  realm  from  being  driven  to  foch  a  tolera* 

don  of  the  Romiih  religion,  as  France  hath  been 

of  the  reformed.     Bm  things  being    come  there 

to  that  pafs  that  they  are  at,  before  this  king's  time, 

•he  ieemeth,  in  the  managing  of  this  point,  a  greater 

-politic,  than  any  of  his  lace  predeceiTors ;  for  at  this 

day  the  Proteilant  &ftion,  or  party,  is  held  ro  be 

la  plus  prompte^  though  not  the  plus  puijfante  %  and 

'ooe  advantage  is  afcribed  to  it  more  than  to  the 

Roman, 
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Roman,  nainel]^,'  in  cafe  they  be  put  again  to  take 
arms  for  their  defence,  they  are  likely  to  be 
mightily  encreafed  by  thofe,  who  have  been  former- 
ly nourilhed  upon  lxx>ties  and  fpoils  of  the  wars, 
who  now  live  idly,  and  do  but  exped:  an  occa* 
fion  to  fet  themfelves  on  work  ag^in.  And  becaufe 
the  riches  and  wealth  of  that  realm  is  in  their  hands, 
which  make  profeffion  of  the  Romifh  religion  i 
thofe  needy  and  ravenous  people  will  undoubtedly 
iet  upon  thefe,  where  there  is  moft  to  be  gotten. 

'  Further,  the  beft  captains  of  this  realm,  now  living, 
are-iaid  to  be  of  the  Proteftant  party,  as  Les  Digui- 
eres.  Bouillon,  Sully,  La  Force,  and  others ;  and 
generally  the  inferior  people,  (efpecially  the  handU 
craftfmen,  who  get  their  living  by  their  daily  labour) 
are  the  more  aficfted  to  that,  becaofe,  on  the  re- 
formed lide,  they  are  not  troubled  with  fb  many 
holy-day  s,  wherein  thofe,  that  would  fain  work,  are 
not  permitted  to  do  it ;  and  yet  on  the  other  fide,  they 

'  are  tied  to  many  more  payments  to  thecleigy,  in  holy 
bread,  candles,  and  many  other  fuch  fantaftical  du* 
ties.  .  The  number  of  the  Proteftant  communicants 
is  held  to  exceed  100,000,  of  which  there  are  above 
6000  gentlemen.  Their  greateft  ftrength  is  beyond 
the  river  of  Loire  in  Poiflou,  Guienne,  and  Langue- 
doc.  And  yet  they  are  meetly  well  fprinkied  on 
this  fide  alfo :  For  in  the  Ifle  of  France,  Picardy, 
and  Champagne,  there  air  about  eighty-eight 
churches,  of  which  that  of  Charenton  alone  hath 
fbmctimes  eight  or  ten  thoufand  communicants, 
indeed  not  of  the  refiants  only,  but  of  thofer  whom 
their  bufinefs  draweth  to  the  court,  or  to  IVis.  In 
Dauphine  alfo  under  Mr.  Les  Diguieres's  govern- 
ment, they  are  of  good  ftrength.  The  whote  num- 
ber of  the  churches  throughout  the  realm  is  heki 
fo  amount  to  740. 

Though 
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Though  the  king  ufe  many  artifices  to  diflblve 
this  body^  it  ¥^11  not  fo  eafily  be^  done  ;  for  that 
by  reafon  of  thofe  fortrefles  and  companies^  which 
they  hold,  many  men  of  quality  are  interefted  in 
profit  in  the  confervation  ot  it.  And  if  he  or  his 
iuccefibrs  Ihoukl  attempt  it  by  force,  they  feem  to 
be  generally  determin^  to  cantonizc  themfelves  in 
Guienne,  abandoning  their  goods  and  poflefiions  in 
other  provinces,  and  by  way  of  reprifal  to  feiz6 
themfeives  of  fo  much  other  goods  and  lands  of 
the  Romamfts  there,  as  may  be  equivalent  to  that 
which  they  have  left  in  other  places.  Among  them- 
feives they  yet  agree  reafonably  well,  chough  of 
late  there  hath  been  fome  beginning  of  contention 
among  them,  for  authority  and  fway  in  the  confif- 
tories,  between  the  minifters  and  the  lay  elders. 

Touching  the  opinions  about  religion  in  general, 
they  ieem  in  this  country  to  be  of  three  forts,  1. 
Thofe  adhering  altogether  to  the  church  of  Rome, 
as  the  old  clergy.  2.  Thofe  diredly  oppofite  a> 
gainft  it,  as  the  reformed  party.  3.  And  thofe,  who 
would  have  a  reconciliation  of  the  one  and  the 
other,  thinking  there  are  many  things  amils,  which 
want  reformation  both  in  doctrine  and  government 
in  the  papacy  \  but  that  the  Proteftants  have  not,  in 
their  violent  courfes,  taken  the  bed  way  to  that 
reformation^  having,  among  the  bad  things,  fwepc 
out,  in  heat  and  luft,  many  good  things  aUo: 
The  prcfident  De  Thou,  and  many  of  their  learned 
lawyers,  are  held  to  be  of  this  opinion. 

Touching  the  king  himfelf,  though  he  feeks,  by 
all  the  devices  he  can,  to  draw  the  fa&ion  of  the 
Jefuits  to  depend  on  him  ;  yet  the  Roman  fa&ion 
in  general  have  their  main  afpefi  to  Spain,  as  the 
country,  where  no  other  religion  is  tolerated  ;  and 
efpecially  our  Englilh  Romanifts  fpeak  of  this 
king  as  of  a  diflembler,  and  one, who  inwardly  in  his 

heart 
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heart  is  of  no  religion  at  all.  And  hia  favouring  of 
the  Jefuics  makes  the  other  ecclefiaftical  M  orders 
more  averfe  from  him»  thofe  fopplanting  them 
in  their  profit  and  credit ;  and  tberefocc  in  time  are 
like  to  grow  as .  hateful  to  them,  as  the  Hugooocs 
themfeives.  Qut  touching  the  PitteftiCtita,  Monf. 
Du  Pleflis  hath  been  divers  timet  in  hand  with  mc, 
to  have  Ibme  overture  made  to  your  Majefly  to  en- 
deavour to  unite  ihe  f eformed  chuiDchcs  in  one  pro* 
feffion.  And  your  Majefty  being  the  protedor 
thereof,  it  would  add  fafety  tp  them,  and  honour 
und  power  lo  your  own  perfon.  And  tibk  third  fic- 
tbn,  which  arifetb»  acknowledgsth  the  reformatioci 
of  the  church  of  Engiaiid  to  approach  neareft  unto 
the  form  of  the  primitive  churcb»  of  any  that  hath 
hitherto  been  made* 

« 

2.  Suffr^ffm  ^  pottnt  boufis. 

^1  ■ 

.  Conarning  the  fgppreffjugand  fopfdantiagof  the 
power  of  great  houfes,  which  have  hctn  hereOofore 
la&ious«  The  moft  potent  at  this  day  are  three, 
namely,  of  Bourbon^  of  Lorrain,  and  of  Montv* 
morenty  \  of  which  that  of  Bourbon  may  chance 
to  debate  the  fucceffion,  with  ieeking  to  diimem- 
ber  the  prefent  dominions  of  his  crown.  Thai  of 
Lorraine,  upon  any  pccafion  offi^fed,  \%  like  enough 
to  undertake  the  one  or  thp  ochcir.  That  of  MDn& 
morency,  having  no  odour  of  pittence  to  the  foe- 
ceflion,  is  only  capable  of  eaterprififtg  in  the  latter 
kind. 

» 

In  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  princes  oC  the 
blood,  bcfides  the  king's  chil^n( which  are  yet  very 
yo^r^  the  prince  of  Conde  and  Count  Soiffi}ns  are 
only  confiderable. 

4  Prina 
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Prince  of  Condi. 

For  the  prince  of  Conde  having  many  ioiperfeoi 
tions  natural,  as  want  of  hearing,  together  with 
wcaknefs  of  fpeecb  and  underftanding,  and  withal, 
being  without  hope  of  ifibe,  is  not  likely  to  draw  any 
great  dependancies  to  him.  Again,  the  houfe<^ 
Montpenficr  being  lately  extingui(hed,  and  thofe  of 
Courtney  poor  and  fruftrated  in  their  fuit  for 
beti%  adcnowledged  princes  of  the  blood,  it  feems 
there  is  no  great  fear  to  be  had  of  any  dangerous 
cfie£b  that  way.    .        >  I 

Cmtli. 

Touching  the  prince  of  Conde,  his  quality  of  firft 
prinde  of  the  blood,  and  J)ciog  the  heir  of  a  father 
and  goodfather^  who  were  the  heads,  and  therefore 
fupporteis  trf  die  Proteftaht  fiidion  1  having  alfo 
A  comely  countenance,  and  able  body,  and  com* 
petent  years  to  undertake  any  great  adlion,  when 
chb  kii^  (io  prabability)  *(haUieavc  his  realm  to  a 
young  Dauphin;    ^nd  laftly,    his  poverty,   smd 
want  of  means  breediiig  continual  diieafes  and  en- 
vies in  him^  when  he  conijpareth  himfelf  to  thofe 
chat  are  behind  him  in  rank^  and  yet  before  him  in 
wealthy  and  power  of  commanding  1  thcTe  catife^ 
are  like  enocnh,  I  fay^  to  make  him  hazard  the 
amendment  ot  his  eftate  by  fifhing  in  troubled  wa- 
ters, when  opportunity  (hall  prefent*  itielf  to  that 
end .     The  which  this  king  confidering,  <  keepeth  (as 
much  as  he  can)  all  diiadvahtages  aeainil  him  on 
foot,  and  iikewife  fupplantetb  him  frbnn^  all  mearts 
of  riches  and  power.     His  difadvantages  are  man/, 
iofomuch,  as  for  thefe  ten  years  he  hath  had  more 
heart-breaking  croflcs,  than  any-  yeuiig -prince  in 

b 
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CnritEendomt  being  a  great  while  honoured  as  die 
immediate  fuccefibi:  co  the  cro^^ii  ;  and  ttow  the 
longer  he  liveth,  the  more  decreafing  in  honouf  and 
power.  For  firft  his  birth  hath  many  exoepdona 
againft  it,  the  king  having  reproached  it  bitterly  to 
his  teeth,  that  he  was  in  doubt,  whether  he  was  his 
kinfman  or  not  ^  and  that  by  his  means,  and  favour 
only,  he  came  to  be  declared  a  prince  of  the  blood. 
And  the  count  SoitTons  flill  a£Brming  among  his 
familiars,  that  he  is  not  his  brother's  fon,  but  baftard 
of  that  page,  who  was  called  in  queftionforpoifboing 
of  Henry  the  late  prince  of  Conde  •,  and  whether  the 
proce^  of  that  crime  be  abolifhed,  or  dill  of  record, 
is  doubtfully  fpoken  of ;    the  count  Soiflbns  dill 

{pretending,  that  he  is  able^to  produce  that,  or  at 
eaft,  authentical  copies  thereof,  when  time  fhall 
ferve. 

Secondly,  .Hist  education  hath  been  fodifiordeicd, 
and  ignoble,  as  he  is  noted  forgone  of  the  moft 
diflblute  young  men  of  Erance,  both  for  lafciviouf* 
ndk  in  women^s  matters,  aad^  the  difeafe  accompany- 
ing the  fame }  and  befides  for  delighting  in  drinking 
of  wine,  and  frequenting  taverns  to  that  end  among 
bale  company. 

Thirdly,  being  before  the  king's  marriage  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown,  and  then  carefully  inftruded 
in  points  of  popifli.  religion,  (ioibmucb  that  there 
was  a  fpeech  a  while,  that  be  fiiodd  have  been 
brought  up. at  Rome)  he  hath  thereout  taken  fucha 
£a(bion,  that,  till  of  very  late  time,  he  was  one  of  the 
mod  pertjpiacious  and  biner  ergoters  againft  the 
points  and,  perfbns  of  thofe  of  the  reformed  r&> 
ligion,  that  wa$  to  be  found  ;  which  this  king  liked 
very  well^  as  being  the  nneans  to  bar  him  of 
thofe  dependencies,  which.  By.  the  contrary  oourfo, 
his  father  and  grandfather-  had  gotten  among  the 
nobility  of  France  i  and  noteth,  and  obferyeth,  that 

as 
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«s  he  groweth  in  year s^  he  kaveth  that  courfc,  and 
carfieth  himfelf  tirore  mildly  and  temperately  to^ 
'wferds  him.  Wherefore  the  kiDg  doubitcth,  that  from 
henceforth  he  may  grow  into  ftrength,  and  authority, 
and  will  not  fufier  him  to  five  in  his  government 
cf  Guienne,  noi^  in  any  other  remote  place  from 
tht  trourt ;  ib  that  the  prince  complains,  that  nei- 
ther the  king  gives  him  means  to  live  in  court,  ac- 
<x>rding  to  his  rank,  and  quality,  nor  fufitrs  him  t<> 
hide  his  poverty  by  living  from  it. 

And   whereas  the  pnnce  had  a  great  defire  tb 
travel  about  two  years  paft  into  Italy  ;  to  haVe  bet- 
tered his  knowledge,  and  experience,  and  to  hav): 
difiembled  his  poverty  by  living  as  a  pafTenger  ^ 
though  the  king  had  once  given  his  confent  there- 
unto, yet  foon  after  he  recalled  it,  doubting  (as  was 
laid)  that  the  prince  might  have  been  wrought  upon 
by  the  Spaniln  faAion  in  Italy  ;  which  difcontented 
the  prince  exceedingly  much.     Being  crdTcd  there, 
ht  then  fouglit  to  amend  his  eftate,  and  give  himfclf 
contentment  by  marriage,  and  was  likely  to  have 
i!^btained  that  of  Madame  de  Mercosur  (being  for 
ffches  the  fecond  of  France,  next  to  that  of  Ma- 
dam de  MontpendeO  had  not  the  king,  by  a  kind 
of  violent,  and  fovereign  proceeding,  Inarched  her 
from  the  prince-,  and,  to  the  great  difcontcntment  of 
the  lady  herfclf,  and  of  all  her  friends,  forced  her  to 
marry  his  baftard  of  Vendofme.     Since  that  he  hath 
ialfo,  with  great  bitterntfs,  crofled  his  marriage  with 
Madame  de  Mayenne,    and  two  others,  Madame 
d'Aamale,   and  de  Chemilly.    He  bath,  at  laft, 
not  only  permitted,  but  even  thruft  him  unto  that 
of  Madame  de  Montmorency,  but  with  fuch  jea- 
loulies,  fcandals,  and  indignities,  as  it  is  doubtful, 
whether  that  matter  will  end  in  a  tragedy  or  a 
comedy. 

G  g  This 
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This  young  prince  of  Conde  b  To  overawed,  as  Be 
durft  noc  render  thofe  vifics,  which  I  made  him  dur- 
ing my  fervice  there  \  for  though  he  fought  it^  yet 
could  not  he  obtain  leave  to  do  that,  which  he  firft 
excufed  to  me  by  intermediate  perfons,  and  after  by 
his  own  mouth.  He  profefleth  a  great  rcfpeiS  to 
to  your  majefty,  and  likewife  a  great  care  in  keeping 
himfelf  in  good  predicament  with  the Englilh^pf  which 
one  argument  is,  that  1  moving  him  of  a  debt  of  looo 
crowns  lent  his  father  by  the  earl  of  Leicefter^  he 
readily  promifed  payment  thereof,  as  foon  as  his 
means  would  ferve  for  it ;  though  otherwile  he  diC- 
claimed  paying  any  of  the  debts  due  by  his  father  to 
the  French, 

Soijfons. 

Touching  the  count  of  Soiflbns,  he  is  the  only 
prince  capable  of  the  fucceflion  of  the  Crown,  and  of 
able  parts  of  his  own  perfon,  whofe  birth  is  no  way 
called  in  queflion :  For  as  diere  are  exceptions  a- 
gainll  his  nephew  of  Conde,  fb  agsunft  the  Dauphin, 
and  all  the  queen's  children,  there  may  be  objeded, 
not  only  the  king's  firfl  marriage  with  Queen  Mar- 
garet, (which  remains  flill  good,  except  there  be 
admitted  power  in  the  pope,  to  difpence  with,  and 
order  fuch  matters  as  he.  fancieth  \)  but  likewife 
the  contrafb  of  marriage,  which  he  made  with  the 
marquefs  of  Vemeuil  \  and  tho'  fhe  (ecmed  tofurreoder 
the  fame  (induced  by  the  deceitful  and  menadng 
promifes  of  the  king^  yet  neither  in  terms  of  Jaw 
and  juflice  can  the  mother*is  furrcndering  of  the  in- 
flrument  in  writing  prejudice  her  ifTue  in  thdr 
right,  which  they  had  formeriy  gotten :  And  befidcs 
her  continual  conflant  profefTion,  that  fhe  never 
intended  to  live  with  this  king  as  his  concubine,  but 
as  his  wife  (and  accordingly  fufFcreth  him  not  now 
to  have  any  farther  ufe  of  her  body  j  and  the  queen's 

eager 
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eager  and  bitter  oppofition  ag'ainft  her  in  that  re- 
ibe£t,  do,  as  it  were  by  a  continual  claim,  keep  this 
title  in  life  and  vigour.  Upon  theie  grounds  the 
count  is  faid  to  have,  long'fince,  made  a  ftock  of 
100,000  crowns,  which  he  keepeth  ftill,  and  aug- 
menteth  daily  5  by  means  whereof,  upon  the  king's 
death,  to  make  way  to  his  defigns  and  pretenfions. 

'  His  perfon  al(b  is  much  confiderable  for  the  maturi- 
ty  of  his  years,  and  his  experience  in  matters  both 
military  and  civil,  during  the  pafled  troubles.  Bc- 
fidefs  his  revenues  are  good  and  plentiful,  having 
many  goodly  poflcflions  in  fundry  parts  of  the  workl 
abroad :  In  Paris  the  faireft  hou(e  next  to  the 
king's ;  and  in  court,  the  office  of  great  mafter, 
whereby  he  commands  all  the  domeftical  officers, 
itnd  entertaineth  at  his  table  all  the  nobility  either 
of  France,  or  of  ftrange  countries,  that  have  occa- 
fion  to  follow  this  court ;  means  of  drawing  great 
dependencies,  if  he  ufed  them  carefully.  To  him 
the  king  hath  ^ven  alio  great  provocation  of  eager 
dilcontentment.  Firft,  in  fupporting  the  duke  of 
Sully  againft  hini ;  and  fecondly,  in  wrefting  from  his 
fonMonf.  dcMontpenfier*sdaughter,topIaceher  wi  h 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  though  there  had  firfl  pafled 
iblemn  contracts  between  the  count  and  Monf.  dc 

•  Montpenficr,  for  matching  her  with  Monf.  de  Soif- 
fbns's  fon.  And  accordingly  he  feeketh  alio  to 
weaken  the  count  in  means  and  power.  For  firft, 
whereas  governments  of  provinces  have  been  always 
difpofed  to  princes  of  the  blood,  he  hath  given  the 
-name  of  governour  to  this  count  of  that  of  Dau- 
phine,  as  he  hath  alio  of  Guienne  to  the  prince  of 
Conde  5  but  he  fuffisreth  neither  of  them  to  go  into 
their  provinces.  But  to  this  count,  Monf;  de  Lef- 
diguieres  is  lieutenant,who,  befides  that  he  is  oppofite 

'  to  him  in  religion,  is  alfo  of  that  power  and  credit 
there,  that  if  the  count  (hould  come  thither  in  per- 

G  g  2  fon. 
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fon,  yet  would  Lerdiguieres  fway  all  m^c&ers 
his  own  plcaTure, 

Secondly^  The  king  eftran^th  tUe  count 
dealing  in  matters  of  ftate,  or  meddlipg  with  the  ju^- 
portant  afiairs  of  the  realm  \  fo  as  having  J^een  oq|C« 
faced  by  de  Sully  a  long  time  in  that;  k^d^  m^ 
croflfcd  by  hkn  In  other  fults,  and  purpbafes^  wih 
which  he  hath  been  in  hand,  he  h^fh  lived  for  the 
mofl:  part  reared  at  his  own  houfe. 

Thirdlyt  In  miirriages,  and  otherwile>  the  k;icg 
ieeketh  to  weaken  his  means  of  proBt  as  ^mu^h  a$  he 
may,  and,  as  they  fay,  would  willingly  his  coufips 
had  no  other  means  or  maintenance,  but  the  peo- 
fions,  which  they  draw  from  him,  wUch  he  g^vcih 
not  toi:  their  £ood,  but  to  govern  and  comouuid 
them  the  more  eafily.  And  four^y»  he  keiepe^h 
on  foot  animofities  between  this  prii¥:e,  aod  thok 
of  the  houfe  of  Guife,  who  fpeaketh  deipfingly 
each  of  other. 

Lorrain. 

Touching  the  houfe  of  Ijorrain,  and  of  Guife, 
there  are  many  cauies,  which  feed  the  king's  fuipkion 
of  them.  Firil,  the  great  dependencies,  whidi  the 
fathers  and  grandfathers  have  had  in  this  realm ; 
which  joined  to  the  experience  of  the  rather  de- 
crepit, than  old  duke  of  Mayenne,  and  to  the  hardy 
and  ftirring  difpofition  of  his  two  fons,  d'EfgjiiHiyi 
and  de  Sommerive,  and  the  four  brothers  of  GuMc, 
ail  fix  able  bodies,  and  fuitable  minds,  and  which 
are  indeed  the  luftre  and  honour  of  that  court ;  ad- 
ding likewife  their  prelcnt  poverty,  the  want  of  means, 
,  cither  to  fatisfy  their  own  defires,  or  to  content  thv 
followers,  dqall  feem  to  attend  an  occaQon  again  qf 
filhing  in  troubled  waters.  They  are  redoubtaye 
alfo  tp  the  king  fw  the  province,  whereof  the  dulje 

of 
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of  Guife  is  governor,  whereuntothc  houle  of  Lor- 
rain  pretcndcth  ride  •,  send  therefore  Mpnf.  dc  Guile 
once  told  me,  that  this  king  had  faid  to  Mm,  that  in 
trufting  him  with  the  government  of  Provence,  he 
committed  z  purfe  to  ar  thief.  And  albeit  th^j 
king  taketh  that  order  in  that  province, as  hedoch  in 
others,  that  the  governors  of  places  depend  im- 
mediately upon  himfelf ;  yd:  the  noble  and  generous' 
carriage  of  the  (Juke  of  Guife  makes  him  fo  be- 
loved of  all  the  nobility,  and' others  there,  as  his 
party  in  that  country  is  fuppofedto  be  ftronger  than 
that  of  the  king's. 

'  T*hirdly,  This  houfe  is  much  faipefted  by  this 
mifaoubring  king,  in  regard  of  the  credit  and  fa- 
vour, which  it  hath  had  in  Rome  and  Spain  •,  bur 
^chieflv  (if  I  do  not  much  deceive  myfelf)  fmcc 
youi^  Majefty^  came  to  the  crown*  of  thefe  two  iflands ' 
is  his  lufpicion  encreaied,  concerning  their  new  con- 
ianguinity  with  the  crowji  of  England,  and  their 
ancient  preten  lions  from  Charlemagne  to  the  crown 
of  France ;  fo  thaf  this  houfe  is  as  Gladius  Delphi- 
cusy  apt  to  cut  on  both  fides. 
*  The  meansjwhich  the  king  ufeth  againft  them,  arc 
thefe  :  Firft,  To  have  thtfm  live  in  court ;  fo  they 
pradife  not  in'other  places  •,  and  there  by  play,  and 
dther  unthrifcinefs,  they  grow  poor. 

Secondly,  he  kceperh  the  animofities  between 
them  and  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ftill  on  foot  •,  and  for 
that  caufe,  he  lloppcth  the  marriage  of  the  prince  of 
Cprtd^  and  the  duke  of  Mayenne's  daughter,  telling 
him  in  plain  terms,  he  would  not  have  him  to  match 
with  his  enemies.  Thirdly,  He  plucketh  from  them 
the  faircft  feathers  they  have.  And  therefore,  where- 
as the  marriage  of  Madame  de  Mercoeur,  being  of 
that  houfe,  might  have .  either  enriched  Monf.  de 
Guife  himfetf,  or  joined  fome  potent  friend-  to  the 
fame,  the  king  by  fovcreign  hand  took  her  from 

G  g  3  them 
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them  an,  and  placed  her  with  his  baftard  fon  Monfl . 
dc  Vendofmc.  Fourthly,  In  thc'quarrel,  which  the 
Duke  d*£iguillon  had  againft  Balagny,  he  fought 
to  breed  a  heart-burning  in  all  the  gentry  of  France 
againft  thofe  princes  of  Lorrun.  But  all  diefe  cauies 
leem  to  be  of  no  great  efficacy :  For  the  fupplandng 
of  them  in  wealth  taketh  not  away  their  depen* 
dencies  from  the  realm,  or  ihcir  expeftadon  of  aid 
from  abroad  %  feeing  that  it  was  not  the  enriching 
of  many,  but  the  caufe  of  religion,  that  impofed  this 
greatnefs  upoilthem.  And  the  keeping  of  animo* 
ficits  on  foot  between  the  princes  of  the  blood  and 
them,  or  between  them  and  the  ordinary  gentry,  is 
means  rather  to  ftir  civil  wars  than  flop  them. 
Thefc  courfes  deftroy  not  their  courage,  but  whet 
it  rather  in  eagernefs  towards  the  king,  who  is 
perpetually  fnarling  at  them.  And  it  is  an  old  rule 
thzt  fortes  and  mijeri  are  dangerous,  if  they  be  pro* 
Yoked. 

To  fpeak  of  the  particular  worth  of  thefe  Princes 
of  the  houfij  of  Guife.  Monf.  de  Maycnnc  is  gene- 
rally efleemed  to  be  one  of  the  beft  captains,  and 
wifcfl  flatefmen,  that  this  day  liveth ;  yet  there  want 
not  others,  who  ccnfure  him  to  have  been  more  for* 
tunate  in  having  good  cards  dealt  him,  than  able  or 
prudent  in  playing  well  his  game.  For  firft,  a 
ftrong  and  well  complcxioncd  body,  by  intemperance, 
he  brought  to  be  decrepit  foon  after  forty  years  of 
age.  For  his  flate  of  wealth,  though  he  be  fbme- 
what  behind-hand,  being  left  well  by  his  father,  and 
having  incrcafcd'it  by  a  match  with  an  inheretrix  j 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  him,  confidering  the 
great  actions,  through  which  he  hath  run.  But  in  all 
his  exploits  of  war,  cfpccially  againfl  the  king, 
while  he  was  king  of  Navarre,  and  fince  of  Arques 
and  Ivry,  he  was  ever  fhamefully  foiled,  though  the 
ftrcngth  of  his  armies  were  fometimes  double  and 

treble 
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txfkit  to  thofe  of  his  adverfaries.  In  his  treaty  of 
cooipoficzon,  which  he  made  with  this  king,  he  was  lb 
srrefolute,  that  at  laft  he  accepted  much  worie  condi- 
tions than  thofe,  which  were  offered  him  at  the  faHt. 
For  if  he  had  followed  Villeroy's  counlel,  he  might 
have  had  Burgqndy  in  fovereignty,  and  remained 
the  head  of  the  Catholic  party.  It  was  imputed  to 
him  alio,  that  himfelf  was  the  chiefeft  means  oi  croi^ 
ling  the  marriage  between  his  nephew  the  duke  of 
Guife  and  the  Infanta,  out  of  envy  and  jcatoufy. 
Being  young,  in  the  fiege  of  Poiftiers,  he  carried 
himielf  nobly ;  but  that  was  in  his  brother's  the  late 
duke  of  Guife's  con^pany :  alone  he  never  profpered 
welU  But  his  fortune  or  happinefi  appeared  in  this, 
that  all  the  fruit  of  Ms  brother's  labours  and  profits 
came  to  him,  being  by  that  means  chief  of  a  party 
in  that  realm,  which  was  much  more  potent  than 
that,  which  depended  on  the  king*  And  befides 
that,  he  is  efleemed  a  man  io  litde  dangerous,  as 
having  kept  that  rule  and  coil  in  France,  which  is 
known,  he  is  fufiered  to  run  on  in  a  peaceable  old 
age,  whereof  perchante  there  is  hardly  to  be  found 
an  example  in  any  hiflories. 

Vuke  de  Guife. 

Among  the  other  fix  young  ones,  men  attribute 
generally  mod  to  the  duke  of  Guife  himfelf,  as  be- 
ing wary  and  advifed.  It  is  very  much  fufpcfbed, 
that  he  hath  married  the  marquefs  of  Verneuil,  who 
being  rich,  may  fumifh  him  with  money  to  fpend 
during  this  king's  life ;  and,  if  he  over-live,  is  like  to 
be  the  fitteft  inftrument  to  promote  the  young  Ver- 
neuil's  right  (if  he  hath  any.)  And  fome  think  the 
queen  is  contented,  and  acquainted  with  it,  upon 
fome  counter  defigns  and  confiderations.  Howfbever, 
if  it  be  fo,  it  is  cleanly  carried. 

.     y  Gg  4  Upca 
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Upon  tih^  ijpNeechaod  coofeceiicQ»  tbat  i  hjpfefaad* 
mix  mofl  of^  thwx>  I  take  the  prince  of  JoinviUs  to 
be  tho  moft  caprt)le  of  cmryiog  thsough  any  gresfi 
iGsLon  with  (oy^gbl;  bardine&»  and  judgonenc  The 
4ukQ  d*JPg^«yt]|0Q  is  alio  of  a  good  ibber  and  fetdcd 
judgm^y.  whgwat*  I  fisad  M«>n£  de  Guife  himfelf  m 
many  cl^og  .^^  windy k  For  the  other  tfaree»  tho 
h^p  of  Rheiines»  the  Count  cfe  Sonimcrive^  and 
the  ChevM'ri^  de  Gui(e»  they  attend  tfracj  (^  mmri^ 
todbufy  IMC  tbemfelves  much  xa  niattcra  of  ibtc« 
TUs  houfe  hdthrtbe  peculiar  nots  with  k^  that 
firang^s^  whQ>  would  be  bufy  in  Fraitce,  are  like  to 
have  their  chief  alpc&  pla^ied  upon  the  (aine,  wiic- 
^r  tbe  i^bpra^  Uow  from  Great  Britain,  Spain,  or 
Rome  *,  fqr.  none  of  thofe  may  tcuft  the  houfe  of 
|k>urbQn,.  fo(  many  Mary,  evident  reafons,  nor  yet 
w/eli  that  of:lMonttaorency« 

1^  Koufe  of  Montmorency  hath  a  more  ftabia 
and  fettled  gtjeatQ^rs^.by  his  own  poffeflions,  govern- 
ments, and  alliances,  than  any  of  the  other  two: 
For  this  prefent  conftable  hach  more  fair  houies  fur- 
nifhed  and  kept  in  reparation,  than  the  kinghimielf ; 
and  his  lands  and  poiTeflions  are  very  anfwerable  to 
the  maintaining  of  thofe  houfes.  He  is  alfo  the  moft 
abiblute  commander  in  his  government  that  is  du9 
(lay  in  France.  Hi^^  alliances  alio  are  very  great, 
noble,  and  princely^  having  mabched  one  of  his 
daughters  with  the  firfl  prince  of  the  blood ;  ano- 
ther  with  a  king's  foD^  the  Count  d'Auvergne; 
and  the  third  with  the  duke  of  Ventadour,  a  peer  of 
France,  a  man  of  greajt.  pofli^Sons,  and  the  moft  be* 
fbre-'hand  of  any  of  the  ancient  notnlity  of  France. 
Thefe  alliances/  are  fo  much  the  more  conlidendile, 
for  that  the  prince  of  COxide's   gOFeriuneat  of 
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Gutenne  b  eonciguous  to  that  of  the  oonftable's  in 
Languedoc  V  chac  the    duke  of   VenudQur  is  si 
man  of  very  gttac  poflfefionar  in  both  chefe  govern* 
fnents  v  and  that  die  Counc  d*  Auvergne's  poiTtffiona 
Ive  that  way  alfo.     And  although  he  be  kept  in  pri- 
^n  hitnfelfy  y^  muft  his  uibeiitMCe  come  to  his  fon, 
a.  young  nobleman  of  greae  toward&nefi.    Befides^ 
tbt  co^able   hsfth  td  his  brother  Monf.  d' Amvilky 
admiral  of  France^)  but  being  witllout  Ufueorrepu- 
tation  of  worchintfe^  there  is  no  great  reckoning 
made  of  fakn  ;  and  for  his  nephews  in  coniSmgui- 
nity^  the  duke^  of  TreftKMMlle,  and  Bouillon,  and; 
the  Count  Chaftilton ;  and  in  aflbaty,  die  duke  of 
Efpemon,  a  man  of  the  moft  dMgcroias  head,  and 
greateft  means  in  all  that  ooumry.    And  the  poflbf* 
fioiiS'Of .  alldiefe  lye  ehher  in  Guiennej  or  near  un** 
to  it.  Alfo  true  it  is,  thaa  «his  man,  tl^ough.his  old 
age,  is  neither  like  to  hold  his  greatne&  long,  nor  his 
fon  throtig^  his  young  agt  to  ddme^imto  it<    There 
is  a  note  of  this  houfe,  that  they  are  all  fquint-eyed« 
The  wopd  of  their  ^Migi  ie^  Dim  Mdtaa  pntnier 
CbrefiiiH.    A^id  the  conftaUe  hath  COld  vM  twice  or 
thrice^  that  there  we^  barons  of  Montmorency  be* 
fore  there  weit  khlg»  ol^^Ff fif ce.    Bdt  the  king  toM 
me,  in  a  difpleadng  manMi*^  talking  widi  him  onc^ 
of  the  greatnefe  of  thh  famify,  that  untill  Henry  the 
ftcond*s  time,  they  wet^olrly  gentlemen  of  feven  of 
eight  hundred  pound  land    The  king  hath  ^tn 
to  this  conftable  many  caUfes  of  dUb^ :  Firft^  in  re- 
calling hkn'  from'  the  m^nf^ing  of  the  greateft  affiiira 
of  the  ft  ate,  which  his  predecefSm  were  ever  wont  to^, 
have,  though  otherwqfe  of-  lefs  quality  (hart  this' 
man.  Secondly^  in  d^tainilPig  the  count  of  Auvergne, 
lAs  fon-in^bw^   Ui  Idng  SfA  pnfon.    And  thirdly, 
(here  is  »  mutual  pique,  be^^n  them,  touching  a 
marriage,  i;f hich  the  king  Wotild  have  had  between 
dMghtei^  of  Vemeuil'  and  the  conftable's  only 

(on. 
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ibn»  to  which  the  conftable  would  not  hearken*  biiC 
placed  him  with  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of  Chemilly. 
And  it  is  doubted  the  king's  proceeding  with  Kb 
daughter  of  Conde  may  prove  a  worfe  matter  than 
any  of  the  others. 

.   And  in  thefe  terms  ftandeth  the  king  with  chde 
three  houfes,  which,  in  our  age,  have  been  only  ca« 
pableof  making  themfelves  heads  of  parties  ^  for 
though  there  be  many  other  great,  houfes,  yet  have 
fhey  forted,  and  ranged  themfelves,  in  the  paft  trou* 
bles,  with  one  of  thefe  three :  of  which  it  is  to 
be  noted  alfo,   that  the  houfes  of  BouxixMi  and 
Guife  have  made  direft  oppofition  againft  their  kings. 
But  that  of  Montmorency  never  forted  itfelf  agsaaflk 
the  perfon  of  their  kings,  but  ferved  them  always 
faithfully,  even  againft  their  neareft  kinfinen  and 
friends,  when  they  began  any  tumults.    . 

;  m.  Limitatitm,  of  power  of  Governors. 

•  Npw  concerning  this  king's  limitbg  of  the  power 
tnd  commandment  of  the  govemours  pf  proinnccs 
in  general ;  it  is  true,  that  it  is  not  a  matter  begun 
by  him;  but.  yet  things  were  come  to  that  pais» 
when  he  came  to  the  crqwii,  as,  if  both  his  prudence 
und  his  fortune  had  not  ferved  to  avoid  inconveni- 
?ncies,.  there  were  like  to  have  been  wrought  very 
dangerous  cfFeds  in  his  tirQe.  For  as  Hugh  Capet^ 
the  firft  beginner  of  the  family  that  now  reigneth, 
ihrc^  the  iflbe  of  Charlemagne  out  of  the  king- 
dom v:  by  complotting  with  the  governors  of  pro* 
yinces  then  in  being,  afid  promifing  them,  that 
thofe  governments,  which  each  pf  them  had  for  term 
of  nfe  only,  fhould  be  gjiven  in  fee-Qo^ple  to  them 
and  their  heirs :  So  this  king  being  forced,  at  firft,  to 
compound  with  all  thpfe,who  had  been  in  the  league* 
and  to  leave  them  jn^xhofc  govemmenfti>vhicji  thejf 

then 
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then  held  ;  the  duke  of  Biron   pieant  to    have 

ft  retched  the  matter  a  little  further,  and   to  have 

made  all  thole  governments  herediury  again,  had 

not  this  king,  by  his  quick  and  advifed  proceeding, 

in  cutting  off  that  dangerous  head,  and  dilperfing 

the  reft  ;  efpecially  de  Bouillon,  and  de  Tremouille, 

clean  diffipated  and  overthrown  their  plot,  wherein 

his  \^fdom  appeared  s  as  Ukewife  his  rortune,  in  his 

long  and  peaceable  reign  (ince,   whereby  he  had 

leifure  to  take  away  all  hope  from  others  of  ac« 

tempting  the  like :    For  thofe  heads  of  the  league 

wearing  away  by  natural  death  in  length  of  time,  he 

hath,  in  the  mean  fpace,  placed  careful  particular  go* 

vcrnors  over  towns  and  fortreffcs,  depending  merely 

upon  himielf,  who,  like  the  inferior  orbs  that  the 

aurooomers  ipeak  of,,  have  their  motions  oppolite 

to  that  of  the  Primum  Mobile  of  the  governors  ^. 

whereby  he  keepeth  his  kingdom  from  combuftioa 

that  way,  and  hath  reduced  it  into  fo  good  an  or* 

der,  as  he  thereby  ftoppeth  thofe  governors,  either 

from  gathering  over.-great  power  and  authority  for 

themfclves,  or  calling  in  ftrangers  to  work  any  dan* 

gerous  efife^s  by  their  means. 

IV.  Inferior  NobiUty. 

Touching  the  inferior  nobility  in  general,  con- 
fiding of  Gendemen  of  private  families,  or  of  great 
houfes,  who  have  but  fmall  means ;  he  hath  them 
much  moreobfequious  to  him  than  to  any  of  his  pre- 
dcceflbrs  ;  and  thereof  his  Majefty  hath  to  myfclf 
both  vaunted  often,  and  (hewed  men  the  effeds  and 
tokens  of  it.  The  courfe,  which  he  taketh  therein^ 
is  this :  That  thofe,  who  are  anywife  eminent  for 
military  or  civil  ablencfi,  he  bindeth  them  to  this 
obfcquioufnefs,  by  giving  them  penfions,  (of  which 
there  are  a  great  number,  and  well  p^d  J  f#  long  aa 

they 
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riiqr  cdntimie  in  tfidr  dutifulhefe.  But  upon  ific 
\tiik  difobedtoGC,  thf y  arc  fore  to  Earc*  tRdr  pen- 
fiorts  flfept  V  ^hkh  maketh  them  very  careful,  not  to 
do  any  thing  againft  his  rnlU  neither  in  great  mat- 
ters nor  in  fmalk  And  albeit  this  may  fccm  to  be 
a*  matter  of  great  e^ipencci  and' charge  »  yet  as  tfic- 
flfete  of  tWs  country  ftands,  it  is  a  thing,  wBidi 
yieldfcth  rather  profit  than  detriment  to  his  coffers  : 
For  albeit,,  as  bath  been  faid  before,  all  the  nobility 
of  this-  country  be  ffee  from  paying  taxes,  iubfidtes, 
cff  contributions'  for  theirl^nds  or  poffdfions,  as  long 
^  they  keep  die  lame  in  their  own  hands^j  yet  if 
they  let  them. out  unto  fetmeis,  the  king  taketh  aU 
his  duties  upon  them,  as  Well  as  if  they  pertained  to 
rbcuriiers  or  yeomen; 

-  Now  it-  foUpwcth,  thAt  the  g^ntfemen  bdtig  na- 
turally'high-minded^  and  prcfumptuous,  nourifii  each 
of  them  particularly  hopes,  to  attan  unto  th(^  pen- 
Cons',  atid  other  promotions  in  event.  Wherefore 
they  ab^don  their  country  habitations,  and'widi' 
iSw)  or  three  ladceys  to  attend  them,  follow  the 
court. .  Fn- the  mean  time  their  pofieflSbns  reman- 
ing in  the  hands  of  then-  fkrmefS,  (*?ho  pay  aH  taxcv 
and  yield  their  lagdjords  fo  much. the  lefi  rent,  and 
lb  much  more -to-  the  king's  revenues,  asfcrveth 
to  defray,  with  overplus,  all  the  cbaiges  of  penQgns 
hegiveth)  upon  the  matter,  out*  of  the  hopes  of 
t^ie  one  he:'payeth  the  pcnfions-  pf  the  other.  Antf 
Ibmfe-uport  the  deffre  of  obtaining  that,  which  they' 
Kiti  noti  and  the  ref!  upon  fear  of  lofing  what  tftn^ 
e^^by^  do  wholly,  fo  ffame  themfelves  to  obey  ialt 
t?he  icingf  s  commandments  and  bctks,  as  there  is  no" 
fclibolrtlaflef,  that  hath' his  fcholars  in  more  ^we,  than 
this  king  hath  thefe  gentlemen  aforefaid,  ; 
■  It^is  true,  that^  bendes  his  penfions,  HehatK  many 
fether'ways'of  rewaiding  his  ftrvants  ;  as  by beftow- 
ingitfie^curtody  of  abbeys,  and  other  rcligrbus -honlei 

upon 


^)QD  there,  jCtbedd^  Mtgsnniaymgk,  forfov  of 
the  reformed  body  of  .(be  tiugonots,  tmd:the  pope 
^9j^l»rtl]r  tied  x»\x,  by  ibe  coo^ordtces  made  .fay 
betwqefl  L«o  the  cpntb*  And  JEvranas  the£rft,  j&)r;de*. 
iitating  die  PcsgqaiaQc^m^n)  end  gUb  bjr, placing 
Dhemufi  Gaf«ainfli)ps«iHljOtherf)Iaces.af  .c^ 
^tti:  ^fe  fierjMn«P(  rewwxk  are  beftowed  upon 
thfloit  wb<M  long  .and  .cooftrat  femoe  iiath  ^vcn 
iofysiesi\  afiurancc^  ihftC  thcve  was  no  liklihood  of 
cbapging  tbdr  d^anw.  As  for  o^ces  of  jufties, 
or  of  his  finances  or  jreoebts,  neith^  to  the  one  or 
die  other  fgivtti^  he  any  of  them  gratis,  but  feUcrfi 
Ihcm  at  an  extit m:  rate. 

Qoncemiog  the  cofiunon  peo(rfe,  ihey.  hold  it  &r 
a  true  principle  of  Hate  in  France^  that  they  muft 
be  kept  low  and  out  of  lieart  by  exactions  aad 
oppreflions^for  otherwife  they  would  be  apt  to  muti- 
nies and  rebellions :  aad  acCDrdiiigly  ihey  have  at  this 
day  (o  many  burthens  on  them,  as  keep  them  from  all 
foicy  of  fk*9>pingor  runkiing  1  &r  they  ane  tcirce  able 
to  go  or  wag  under  thnu  It  is  true  cfaey  are  not 
of  this  lung's  inopafioon,  but  nufed  by  his  prede* 
ce0brs  tn  times  ef  neoeflbry  life ;  wtich  he,  upon 
pretence  of  payii^  his  dabts,  keeps  ftiU  on  foot  in 
time  of  e^e"  and  plenty.  And  heirin  were  there 
not  much  to  be  tmputtd  to  htm,  wwe  k  not  for 
his  officers  harlh  prooeeding,  who  preis  them  in 
fome  places  to  pay  beyond  cbeir  ability,  havmg  not 
yet  recovered  the  ruins  of  the  Uft  civU  wars. 
Qn  the  contrary,  he  f^veth  them  in  three  things 
contentment :  The  6rC  that  by  a  carefiil  obfervanon 
of  peace  within  his  realm,  be  freeth  there  from  the 
fudden  mifchiefs  and  diftva^ions«  which  heretofore 
fell  upon  ttvm.  Sgcondlyi  He  niakosh  gitat  num- 
bers 
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beis  of  them  to  get  their  fiinngs  in  his  builditigi^ 
and  other  great  works  of  his.  Thirdly^  He  beftow- 
edi,  yearly  5O9O00  franks  in  mending  of  high- ways 
for  their  eafe  and  commodity,  without  impofii^ 
any  new  taxes  upon  them  for  it;  whereas  hereto* 
fore,  upon  fuch  pretexts,  they  were  ever  wont  to 
make  new  levies.  By  thefe  deiaces,  and  by  Ihare* 
ing  the  booty  gotten  from  the  common  pecqde 
(which  are  mated  and  kept  out  of  heart)  with  die 
clergy,  nobility,  gentry,  and  officers  of  juftice,  (who 
could  not  receive  fuch  great  penfions  and  rewards 
fioax  the  king,  except  they  were  extorted  {torn  the 
people)  it  feemeth  unto  them,  that  they  may  {afe<» 
ly  take  what  they  lift :  at  leaft  in  time  of  peace 
they  go  on  jollily  with  it ;  but  yet  not  without 
danger,  if  the  dmes  (hould  change,  as  in  the 
next  chapter  of  their  dangers  and'  diforders  I  will 
more  at  large  ipecify. 


Oj  their  TXfirders  and  Dangers. 

VERY  well  grounded  kingdom  and  ftate  ought 

to  have  (as  (bme  ancients  tell  us)  fix  things,  r. 

•"ood  fufficienc  for  the  fuftenance  of  the  people. 
2.  Handicrafts,  for  furnifhing  commodities  pertain- 
ing to  man's  life.  $.  Arms  and  forces,  to  repulfe 
the  injuries  of  ftrangers,  and  to  conftr^n  the  obe- 
dience of  the  iahabitants  to  the  magiftrates  and  the 
laws.  4.  Wealth  in  refirrve  for  extraordinary  oc- 
oafions.  5.  Religion,  to  difpofe  them  to  live  peace* 
ably,  obediendy,  and  innocendy.  6.  JurildiAion, 
to  punifh  the  delinquents  and  offenders.  By  the  e- 
qual  and  proportionable  adminiftration  and  difpenfa- 
don  of  each  of  thefe,  is  the  whole  body  kept  in 
temper  and  harmony  ;  which  how  it  is  observed  in 
this  kingdom,  let  us  piece  by  piece  confider. 

F(9eJ. 
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Food. 

I    * 

I 

Touching  food,    God  hath  blcficd  that  people 
With  a  plentiful  re^on^  and  fruitful  ibil.»  And  for 
.making  it  yield  all  poflible  increafes,  the  induftry 
of  the  inhabitasits  is  very  great ;  as  it  is  alfo  in  all 
handicrafts,  as  before  I  partly  idated  :  but  the  dif- 
order  confiftcth  in  the  unequal  diitribudon  of  the 
foil,  fonoe  having  more  than  enough,  for  riot  and 
excels ;  and  others  not  fufiicient  for  their  necefiary 
ufe.    The  fubjedts  of  France  are  alio,  as  it  is  in  o- 
tber  kingdoms,  compofed  of  three  forts  of  perfons  z 
The  ecclcfiaftical,  who  have  the  firft  rank,  as  thofe, 
vrho  are  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  God.     The  no- 
bles^  who  are  ielefbed  for  the  fervice  of  the  king  and 
flate  i  and  thofe  have  the  fees  and  jurifdidion  of  the 
realm.     And  laftly,  the  people,  under  which  are 
comprifed  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  towns  ;  as 
merchants,  artificers,  and  fuch ,  like.     The  two  firft 
degrees  have  more  than  enough ;  but  the  latter  isib 
infinitely  oppreft,  as  they  have  their  mouths  filled 
with  imprecations  and  bitter  complaints ;  exclaiming, 
that  their  king  (eekech  not  to  be  Rty  des  Franfoisy  but 
des  Gu€ux*    And  indeed  both  this  king,  and  fome  of 
his  predeccfibrs,  ufe  over  them  anoppreffing  fervitude, 
more  after  the  manner  of  the  petty  pilling  tyrants  of 
Italy,  than  according  tothegreatneisandmagnanimi* 
ty  of  their  ancient  princes,  who  governed  their  fubjedts 
in  a  mixt  temperature  betwixt  fathers  and  loids* 
Hereof,  at  my  firft  coming,  I  heard  a  tragical  tt* 
ample  happened  in  a  village  near  unto  Paris.    The 
rigour  ot  the  king's  officers,  for  levying  of  the 
king's  taille,  is  fo  great,  as,  if  they  find  no  other 
ftuff,  in  defauk  of  payment,  they  fell  the  doors^ 
windows,  and  tiles  of  the  houics.    The  fear  where* 
of  made  a  poor  man,  having  wife .  and  childrea^ 
.1  for 
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for  payment  of  the  king's  duty,  to  fell  one  only 
C0W5  which  ferved  for  their  fuftenance  ;  intending 
out  of  the  price  thereof  to  have  bought  them  food^ 
:aiid  paid  the  kiflg*a  doty«  At  his  reCQrn  to  Ids  iioufe 
iie  found  his  noncf  »  be  all  counterfeit ;  ib  he  «ir^ 
iike  to  go  to  pofon.  His  diildren  call  on  \Am  for 
food«  «&h  kc  hadnoaeans  to  ghw  diem ;  vi4uch 
«ude  him  enter  into  «iMt delperatentis,  ashefirft 
IcUled  his  own  children^  and  then  deftroy^d  himfelf. 
AboYt  aH  the  ptovinces  of  F«anoe,  that  of  Nor- 
mandy is  aoft  opprdft;  and  cher^r^  the  inht- 
•bitants,  when  they  hear  of  any  catraordiAary  caic  A 
court,  ufe  tx>  lay,  that  fome  new  intpoGDon  upon 
;^m  muft  fomidh  the  charge  thereof.  Moctf.  de 
Sully^  in  way  of  vaunt,  once  tdd  me.  That  his 
mafber  lened  more  out  of  hi^  only  province  of  Nor- 
floandy,  than  mine  did  out  of  all  the  countries  un* 
der  him.  To  which  i  aniwered,  I  took  that  to  be 
the  way  to  make  his  Ma)efty*s  fubje6b  defirous  to 
change  their  mafter,  and  thofe  of  my  matter  to  coii- 
tinue  thdr  old« 

Noma  of  ExaSiom^  and  the  Reafms. 


The  names  oi  their  cxaAions  are  many,,  as 
Caille,  taillon,  male,  maletote,  gabelle,  traictes, 
creues,  empruntes,  and  others.  Three  caufesarc 
laid  to  have  farot^ht  in  this  multitude  of  exa£tions. 
The  firft,  the  neceffity  of  defraying  the  miiitaiy 
charges  for  defence  of  the  realm  againft  the  in- 
▼afions  of  the  Englifli.  Hence  iprang  the  gabellcs 
of  (alt,  which  thofe  provinces,  which  were  then  fab- 
}t&  to  the  Engltih,  are  to  tlUs  day  freed  of.  The 
tulles,  maletotes,  and  other  contributions,  in  the  time 
of  PhiUp  of  Valois,  John,  Charles  the  fifth  and 
.  fixth,  and  the  tailbn  for  the  Gend'armerie  in  the 
time  of  Charles  the  ftventb,  levied  firft  by  com- 

mii&oncrs 
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fhifTioners,  as  matters  temporary.  But  though  the 
caufcs  be  long  fince  ceafcd,  yet  the  payments  are 
dill  made  in,  and  inftead  of  commifTions,  perma* 
nent  officers  (called  EQeus  *)  now  deputed  for  the 
executing  thereof. 

The  fecond  was  the  encroaching  of  authority,  t  and 
ftretching  of  regal  power  by  Lewis  the  eleventh, 
ivho  vaunted,  that  he  had  put  la  royaute  hors  de 
pagCj  the  royalty  out  of  pagefliip,  in  making  levies 
by  his  fimple  edidt  or  proclamation  ;  whereas  they 
were  not  to  be  granted,  but  en  les  ajfemblies  des  troii 
efiats.  After  him  followed  Charles  the  eighth,  whofe 
time  being  not  long,  and  that  fpent  in  exploits, 
partly  profitable  to  the  crown,  as  in  annexing  the 
dutchy  of  Bretagne  thereunto  ;  partly  glorious,  as  in 
conquering  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  made  the  peo- 
ple to  have  the  lefs  fenfe  of  this  extravagant  power. 
Then  fucceedcd  Lewis  the  twelfth,  who,  in  levies  of 
his  people,  ufed  that  regard  and  moderation  as  the 
furnamc  of  Pere  du  Peuple  hath  bt^en  appropriated 
to  him.  But  Francis  the  firft,  though  otherwife  a 
great  king,  finding  himfelf  in  poflcflion,  of  this 
power,  ftretchcd  it  for  the  raifing  legionary  foldiers, 
and  thereby  encreafcd  the  taxes  much.  And  he  alfo 
began  the  fale  of  the  offices.  The  third  caufe  is 
afcribed  to  the  marriage  of  Henry  the  fecond  with 
a  daughter  of  the  houfe  of  Florence,  her  country- 
men bringing  in  many  new  inventions  of  oppreflions. 
This  prefcnt  king's  neceflity,  at  his  coming  unto 
the  crown,  caufed  him  not  only  to  continue  the  old, 
but  to  encreafe  them  alfo ;  and  it  went  on  ib  much  the 
more  currently,  in  that  he  found  Monf.  de  Sully  a 
fit  inftrument  for  fuch  purpofes.    But  as  thefe  new 

♦  Thcfc  Efleus,  who  buy  their  place  of  thekiog,  have  more* 
oft** times  of  the  Paifan  for  their  pains  than  the  king^s  duty 
comei  to»  ai  it  hath  been  told  me  by  knowing  men  in  France. 

H  h  exaftions 
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e^(a6licms  are  fold  to  have  been  brought  in  b/  die 
I^Iorcntines^  fo  is  t&at  worthy  of  con&deracion, 
which  the  chief  chronicler  of  that  city  faicb^  after  he 
had  reckoned  up  all  kind  of  exadions  there  ufed^ 
namely,  Giovanni  Villani^  fol.  756.  ia  tliefe  words^ 
0  Jigniori  Florentinij  &c.  (in  Englifti)  O  lards  of 
Florence,  how  ill  a  providence  is  it  to  incrcafe  pub* ' 
Iick  revenues  out  or  the  citizens  fubfiance^  and  po- 
verty with  ftrainei  impofitions  to  furoifli  fuch 
foolifli  cxpenccjs.  Do  ye  not  know,  that  where  the 
fea  is  great,  the  ten>peft  is  great  ?  And  as-  the  rc^ 
venue  encreafcth,  ill  hufbandry  is  provided.  Temper 
(mod  dear)  thefc  inordinate  delires,  and  pleafe  God, 
and  opprefs  not  the  innocent  people. 

Out  of  this  diforder  there  arifeth  ^is  dangier, 
that  the  hufbandman^  and  the  citizen  or  artigcer, 
finding,  that  they  have  no  intereft  in  the  conferva- , 
tioD  of  a  government,  whereby  they  ace  opprei&d, 
and  that  they  receive  of  the  monarchy  nothing  but 
h  fournir  et  k  fervifj  nauft  needs  be  defirous  of  a 
change.  The  example  whereof  was.  fi?en  in  the 
citizen  or  townfman  in  the  lad  troubles  of  the  league^ 
who»  though  .  religion  was  the  firft  pretext,  yet 
their  adherence  to  the  houfe  of  Guife  grew  (as  (ovo!^ 
of  their  own  writers  note)  out  of  a  dcfire  of  liberty, 
having  in  their  hands  the  hope  of  that  efpecially, 
and  in  their  hearts  thefe  commanders,  who,  as 
they  fuppofed,  would  lead  them  by  tlie  (horteft 
courfe  thereunto.  So  as  the  councellors  of  that 
realm  were  aftonilhed  to  fee,  how  ail  the  towns  of 
-.••  France^  like  the  bondmen  of  a  gaily,    took    the 

^'  firft  occafion  to  abandon  the  cares  of  their  duty  and 

obedience-,  and  it  is  to  be  doubted,  that  the  con- 
tagion of  the  Low  Country-dates  liberties  may 
creep  far  in  bodies,  which  are  prepared  and  apt  to 
receive  it,  as  are  the  ftrong  fortified  towns -of 
this  kingdom.     The  hufbandman  hath  yet  had  no 

oppor- 
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opportunfty  to  difcover  his  afFeftion  in  this  behalf: 
Bat  it  would  foon  be  feen,  which  way  they  would 
bend,  if  any  foreign  enemy  fliould  again  give  their 
kings  fuch  overthrows,  as  they  received  at  Creffy, 
Poiftiers,  or  Agincourt,    It  is  probable,  that  a  little 
heedfurl   care  in  the  conquerors  would  unite  their 
minds  unto  him,  giving  them  hope  of  freeing  them 
from  the  fcrvitude.     In  the  mean  time  it  is  cvidenr, 
that  rhc  greatcft    part    and  the   ftrongeft   of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country  remaineth  difcontented. 
Hence  it  comes,  that  in  a  country  fo  populous,  yec 
have  their  kings  few  foldiers,  and  in   their  need 
they  are  driven  to  ufe  mercenaries ;  not  daring  to 
put  arms  into  their  fubjefts  hands,  whom  they  have 
fo  ill  ufed.     So  that  out  of  this  immoderate  exaftion 
^here  arifcth  a  chain  of  diforders,  confifting  of  many 
liplcs  to  wantonef)  and  riot  in  the  commanding  per- 
fons ;  difcontcntment  and  repining  in  the  Commanded ; 
a  great  wcaknels  in   matters  of  force  to  r^fifl;  inva- 
lions,  orreprefs  rebellions.     And  therefore  the   mo- 
derate courfe  ufed' heretofore  in  your  majefty'l  king- 
doms-of  England  and  Scotland  is  much  more  com- 
mendable   and  fafe,     where  the  nobility  and  the 
people  being  framed  by  their  education  to  live  to- 
gether in  a  temperate  and  mild  manner,  have  caufed, 
that   our  armies  have  been  always^  filled  with  our 
own  inhabitants ;  and   thofe   being   hardened  with 
continual  labour,  and  by  afFcftion  and  profit  united 
to  their  landlords,  who  led  them,  for  the  moft  part 
prevailed   in  encounrers  againft  this  nation ;  their 
forces  either  confilling  of  mercenaries,  who  had  no 
care  of  the  eftate,  or  gentlemen,   whofc  firft  brunts 
are  furious,  but  want  breath  and   hardinefs  to  de- 
bate the  matter  in  long  fight.     Another  diforder  is 
noted  in  this  overmuch  couragioufnefs  of  gentlemen, 
that  they  are  apt  to  duels  iind  combats,  which  the 
kirg  prctendeih  he  is  deCrous  to  rcprtfs  though 

H  h  2  gihers 
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others  think  he  is  contented  to  have  the  mod  dan- 
gerous and  boiling  heads  weeded  out  in  that  (brt.  * 
Befidcs,  they  never  raife  foldiers,  but  they  opprds 
the  hultandman  :  with  us  it  isOtherwife.  And  the 
oppreflfed  people  are  like  to  make  proof  of  their 
difcontentmcnts^when  they  fliall  have  leaders  able 
to  make  them  know  their  own  ftrength,  of  which 
fort  there  never  wanted  nriny  in  France,  who, 
upon  their  difcon tenements  and  private  ends,  have 
been  ever  ready,  both  to  raife  fcdicion  among  the 
fubjefts,  to  procure  invafions  by  ftrangers,  and  to 
feize  themfelves  of  fome  fortreffes,  thereby  to  keep 
themfclves  in  vigour  and  fafety,  till  either  they 
have  eafcd  their  minds  by  revenges,  or  oihcrwifc 
wrought  their  natural  prince  to  their  own  defigos. 
And  never  was  this  kingdom  more  prepared  and 
inclined  to  fuch  a  matter,  than  it  is  at  this  day, 
both  by  the  houfeofGuife,  and  alfo  the  beads  of  the 
proteftant  religion,  who  are  held  the  beft  captains 
now  in  France.  So  as  the  great  ones  being  apt  to 
call  in  ftrangers,  and  the  people  in  general  to  ad- 
here to  them,  upon  hope  to  have  their  ftate  amend- 
ed ;  if  this  crown  fhould  again  fall  into  the  dif- 
orders,  which  a  minority,  or  many  pretenders  to  the 
fovereignty,  ufually  work,  there  would  be  a  notable 
opportunity  wrought  to  thofe,  who  Ihould  be  pre- 
pared to  aflail  them. 

Referve  nf  wealth. 

In  their  rcferve  of  wealth  for  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  fome  note  thefe  diforders.  Firft,  that  the 
fubjedls,  who  have  any  wealth,  feek  not  to  augment 
and  confervc  it  by  way  of  merchandifc,  or  honcft 
trades,  as  they  were  wont  to  do :  But  every  one 
puces  his  money  in  buying  offices  for  his  children, 
the  rather,  for  chat  officers  wives  hav;j  precedence 

before 
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before  thofe  of  other  citizens.  Hence  it  followeth, 
that,  as  fome  eftimate  it,  the  third  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  fpend  their  time  in  chicanery  ; 
and  Italians  and  other  ftrangers  get  their  wealth 
into  their  hands,  which  is  to  be  obtained  by  traffick. 
Further,  that,  which  is  Itirring  among  the  natural 
inhabitants,  is  very  unevenly  parted,  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  king  himfclf,  or  of  his  officers  of  finan- 
ces or  juftice  ;  the  gentleman,  the  citizen,  and  rrtixh 
more  the  hufbandman,  being  but  poor  and  needy  ; 
and  yet  from  thefe,  and  not  the  former,  muft  the 
king  draw  his  means  of  defence  in  time  of  need. 
And  touching  this  king's  accumulating  of  treafure, 
it  fecms  to  be  a  very  fallible  ground  of  power  or 
greatnefi.  For,  firft,  it  muft  needs  breed  infinite  dif- 
contentments, while  it  is  in  gathering;  and  theeffefts, 
which  it  produceth,  being  gathered,  have  been  to 
many  dates  rather  hurtful  than  profitable.  The 
free  ftate  of  the  antientRome  was  many  years  heap- 
ing up  treaforc  in  Templo  Saturni^  gathered  out  of 
the  fpoils  of  all  conquered  nations.  The  end  of  it 
was,  that  Julius  Caefar  feized  himfelf  thereof,  (Pau- 
periorquefuit  turn  primum  CafareRoma)  and  by  means 
thereof  affured  fo  many  partizans  to  himfclf  as  he 
was  truly  able  to  vaunt,  Ego  S.  P.  ^.  R.  nomen 
fine  re  effect.  Charles  the  firft  of  France,  furnamcd 
the  wife,  heaped  up  a  great  treafure,  thinking  to 
leave  it  to  his  fon  Charles  VI.  but  his  brother  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  as  foon  as  he  was  dead,  got  it  all 
into  his  hands,  and  fpent  it  about  the  conqueft  of 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  which  enterprife  he  yet 
atchieved  not,  but  perifhed  therein.  Henry  VII. 
king  of  England  heaped  up  a  great  treafure  *, 
and  left  it  actually  to  his  fon  Henry  VIII.  The  fruit 
thereof  was,  that  thereby  the  young  king  fo  ac- 
cuftomed  himielf  to  vain  and  riotous  expences,  as  to 

•  Two  and  twenty  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  it  is  faid,  were 
left  by  him  in  ready  money. 
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Bold  on  the  courfe  he  had  begun  :  he  made  tm* 
i\o ited  levies  upon  his  people,  and  thereby  ftirred 
a  rebellion  or  two ;  ranfacked  and  (bared  with  the 
potent  men  of  his  country  all    the   abbey  lands^ 
v^hich  perchance    might    have  been  converted  e» 
fome  more  profitable  ufes  for  the  publick ;  and  at 
laft  was  fain  to  coin  bafe  monies,  the  laft  refuge  of 
a  bankrupt  eftate,  and  a  plain  confefTioii  of  viola- 
ting i\ai  fides  publica^  wherewith  they  were  irufted. 
Never  king  came  pooVer  to  a  kingdom  than  this 
prefent  French  king.     By   induftry  and  foed,  not* 
withilanding,  he  is  grown  to  that  wealth,  which  we 
fee.     But  whether  the  leaving  it  to  his  Dauphin 
fhall  be  profitable  or  hurt,  many  doubt,  and  the 
event  will  (hew.     There  is  none,  that  can  with  more 
experience  difcufs  this  point  than  your  majefty,  by 
your  finding  differently  furniflied  your  two  crowns 
of  Scotland  and  England.     In  fum,  many  hold  a 
great  treafure  to  be  like  a  heavy  fword,  of  which 
a  ftrongman  may  well  prevail  himfelf ;  but  a  child 
or  a  weakling,  that  will  undertake  to  fiouridi  with  it, 
in(lead  of  wounding  his  enemy,  (hall  gafli  hhnfeif. 
Wherefore  this  king^s  courfe  in  matters  of  expence 
feemeth  partly  commendable  \  as  that  he  reftrain** 
eth  his  ordinary  expence  as  much  as  be  can,  and 
leaveth  a  good  portion  for  extraordinaries :  Some 
writers    prcfcribe   a    fourth    of     the    whole    re* 
venue  to  be  laid  afide  for  extraordinaries  :   That  he 
nouriflieth  many  of  his  people  in  works, either  mag- 
nificent for  his  own  ufe  and  glory,  or  commodious  to 
the  publick,  as  fortifications  of  frontiers,  cutting  of 
new  beds  for  rivers,   making  of  high- ways,   havens, 
or  the  like.  And  it  feemeth  partly  doubtful,  ^  that 
he  continueth  fo  great  oppreflions  on  his  people, 
having  means  to  eafe  them,  which,  as  to  himfeif 
\l  addech  reputation  abroad,  fo  at  home,  ic  no  way 

ftrengih* 
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ftrengthcns  him  in  the  minds  of  his  fabjcdls  •,  and 
may  chance  to  be  the  pretext  of  a  civil  war  to  his 
Dauphin,  efpcciaUy  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Monf. 
Sully,  a  man  generally  hated,  in  quarrel  with  great 
men,  and  of  religion  oppofite  to  that  profcifcd  in 
the  kingdom. 

Religion. 

Touching  their  Sacra^  or  ordering  matters  of  re- 
ligion ;    before  I  fpeak  of  it,  becaufe  the  treatifc 
may  chance  be  feen  with  other  eyes  than  your  ma-r 
jcfty\   I  had  need  to  make  apology  for  my felf  to 
thofe,  who  think  the  very  fpeech  of  mixing  matters 
of  religion  and  civil  policy  together,  favoureth  of 
atheifm.     But,  to  my  underftanding,  we  are  doubly 
bound  to    almighty  God,    who    of  his  goodneis 
hiaketh,  that  the  relying  upon  his  worfhip  giveih  , 
us  means  of  palling  our  lives  commodioufly  in  this 
world,,  and  attaining  everlafting    reward    in   the 
world  to  come.    If,  therefore,  the  civil  cflfc6ls  of 
religion  be  (as  before  hath  been  touched)  to  drfpofe 
the  people  to  live  civilly,  peaceably,  obediently  and 
innocently ;  furely  in  that  kingdom  there  are  many 
diforders  in  the  fame.     For,  as  for  their  peaceablc- 
nefs,  we  fee  how  far  they  have  been  from  it,  in  their 
pad  civil  wars,    raifed  upon  pretext  of   religion^ 
apd  profecuted  with  more  bitternefs  and  cruelty, 
than  -were  ever  the  quarrels,  that  in  time  pad  fet  men 
together  by  the  ears  about  the  diverfities  of  govern* 
ments  monarchal  and  popular.     But  for.  repreffing 
the  flame  thereof,  this  king  hath  wifely  caft  others 
thereon,  thereby  to  cover  it ;  and   it  is  doubted, 
that  if  he,  or  any  other,  Ihould  feek  utterly  to  cx- 
tinguifh     it,     by     throwing  water  upon.it,    the 
fmoke  tnay  chance  to  arife  lb  great,  as  to  put  out 
his  eyes  firft,   and  in  the  end,  like  fire  in  knotty 
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wood,  it  might  ctiance  burn  the  ixighcer.  Toudu 
ing  obedience,  firft,  under  pretepce  of  Rooiilh  re- 
ligion here,  there  are  (bcfides  the  great  ones  of  the 
clergy)  an  infinite  number  of  religious  perfons*  who 
have  their  vow  of  obedience  to  the  pope;  the 
which  ferve  as  fo  many  garrilbns  in  this  eftate  for 
the  pope's  power,  and  yet  are  maintained  at  the 
coft  and  charges  of  this  kingdom,  and  iK>t  of 
the  fee  of  Rome.  Secondly,  we  have  feen,  that 
firft  the  proceftants,  and  then  the  papifts  have  af- 
failed  that  crown  openly  by  great  armies,  under 
thefe  pretences  of  religion.  As  for  the  innocency 
of  their  lives,  the  behaviour  of  the  king,  on  the  oae 
fide,  nor  of  Monfieur  de  Sully,  On  the  other,  give  no 
great  good  example.  And  for  the  generality  of  meaner 
men,  I  have  heard  fome,  who  have  come  papifts 
out  of  England,  fay,  that  to  fee  the  manner  of  the 
papifts  living  here  hath  almoft  perfwaded  them  to 
abandon  that  religion,  that  they  profefled,  notwithr 
ftanding  there  arc  many  on  each  fide  both  zealous 
in  their  life,  and  morally  honeft ;  but  for  the  moft 
part  in  thefe  doubtful  and  turbulent  times  they  u(c 
religion  as  a  matter  of  faction,  and  of  tr^ffick  for 
their  private  advantages, 

Juftice. 

•  But  that,  which  I  had  moft  caufe  to  look  to, 
during  my  fervice  there,  was  the  manner  of  admi^r 
niftration  of  juftice,  wherein  there  are  many  difor- 
dersjwhich  alfo  give  exceeding  great  difcon  tent  men  t ; 
whereof  the  firft  and  principal  is,  that  all  their 
judges  enter  into  their  places  by  offending  God 
with  plain  and  manifeft  perjury.  For  although  every 
body  certainly  knows,  that  they  have  bought  their 
places  of  judicature,  yet  before  they  be  received  to 
^jfercifc  the  fame,  there  is  a  folemn  oath  to  be  takers, 
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that  they  have  not  given  or  promifed  any  money, 
or  other  matter  of  value,  for  the  fame.    How  fuch 
people  are  like  to  go  on,  who  begin  in  that  fort 
(efpecially  when  in    every  caufc,    Jittle  or    great, 
there  are  (blicitations  and  maintenances  of  potent 
men  and  women,  not  only  tolerated,  but  expeAed, 
and  in  a  manner  exaftcd  of  the  judges  themfelves) 
iseafy  to  cftimate.    For  my  own  part,  in  the  caufes, 
which  I  have  had  to  foUicit  for  your  majefty's  fub- 
jefts,  I  have  found,  that  where  the  judges  or  re- 
porters were  not  intereftcd  in  their  own  profit,  they 
have  always  been  not  only  flow  (or  rather  impotent) 
in  rendring  that  juftice,  which  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  their  own  treaties  oblige,  them  unto,  but,  by 
the  contrary,  have  proceeded  in  their  injuftice  and 
opprcfiion  even  with  alacrity  :    And  fome  of  their 
greatefl:  officers  have  either  given  me  fair  promifes, 
without  any  efiefl:  following  (but  rather  doing  clean 
contrary    to  that,    which   they   had  faidj   or  elfe 
have  fcoffed  at  mine    infixing  upon  a  confident 
demand  of  juftice,  telling  me  in  plain  terms,  that 
the  ftates  of  the  world,  now  a  days,  look  to  their 
pwn  profit,  and  not  to  the  juftice  due  to  others ; 
for  in  that  cafe,  faid  they,  there  is  no  prince  but 
ipuft  relinquifh  moft  of  his  poITefnons. 

Again,  by  the  fale  of  their  places  of  judica- 
ture it  fallech  out,  that  old  advocates  plead  caufes, 
and  young  counfellors  or  judges  determine  them, 
who  pafs  over  matters  in  poft,  having  for  'heir 
ends,  not  the  delivery  of  true  and  found  juftice, 
but  the  gratifying  of  thofe  men  and  women,  who 
have  folliciced  them  in  the  caufe,  and  the  raifmg  to 
themfelves  of  huge  and  large  Efpices  *  or  fees  -,  info- 

*  Efpices.  Their  fees  are  called  efpices  from  the  old  cuftom 
they  had,  it  being  not  lawful,  in  antient  time,  to  take  any 
other  reccmpeoce  for  difcharging  their  phccs  pr/eter  e/cuU/tta. 
fiow  (he  thing  b  changed,  and  uie  qame  only  remains. 

much 
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much  as  a  man  of  mean  quality,  that  was  repogter 
of  a  caufe  for  Ibme  of  your  majcfly 's  fobjcfts  un- 
juftly  condemned  to  the  gallics  at  Rochdte  (which 
ientence,  at  my  fuit,  was  afterwards  overthrown  in 
the  parliament  at  Paris)  taxed  for  his  own  pains  m 
perufing  the  papers  of  this  one  caufe,  24/.  fterling, 
befides  all  other  fees  paid  to  all  other  officers  :  and 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  hope  of  that  g^,  I  doubt 
the  caufe  would  not  have  had  fb  good  an  end. 

^ah  of  Offices: 

Touching  this  Telling  of  offices,  manyfuppofc, 
that  the  king  receives   greater  prejudice  therein, 
than  the  profit  or  gain  he  draws  thereout  h  wonh  \ 
for  that  when  thofe  places  were  beftowed  freely  up- 
on men  of  worth,  and  knowledge,  and  integrity, 
the  people   well   contented   themfelves  with    the 
edicts  for  levies  of  monies  and  other  impofiiions, 
which  had  paffed  their  allowance :  but  now  their  re- 
paration being  almoil:  clean  decayed,  it  prepareth 
them  to  ieek  out  fome  new  means  of  relief.     Again, 
the  company  of  judges,  or  court  of  parii^ment,  with 
great  authority  oppofed  themfelves  againft  the  en- 
croachments of  the  court  of  Rome,  the  king  be- 
ihg  not  then  fecfi  in  it  •,  whereas  now  the  brunt^of 
the  oppofition  lieth  upon  himfetf.    Others  fay,  it 
were  as  good  the  king  fold  them,  as  leave  them  to 
Ihe  falc  of  the  judges  themfelves,  as  the  manner  is 
with  us ;  for,  befides  the  revenue  he  raifeth  thereout, 
they  are,  as  it  were,  fo  many  tenures,  which  draw 
ritceifary   dcpendance  upon   the  king  from  them, 
which  have  purchafed   the  fame :  but  they  Would 
have  thofe  oaths  taken  away  of  giving  nothing;  they 
would  hav^  them  collated  upon  perfons  defied  by 
thofc  formerly  of  the  company,  that  the  entry  of 
ihofe  unworthily  preferred  might  reft  -upon  -them, 

and 
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and  not  upon  the  king^  who  now  by  bis  rafh  be^ 
Aowing  thenriy  either  on  bim^  who  c^ereth  moft^ 
vrithout  refpeft  of  perfom  FiKrit,  or  who  comech 
£rft  after  fome  lofi  of  bis  at  play  (infomuch  as  at 
ibme  tiiBcs  he  hath  played  at  dice  prefidentSs 
places,  that  were  void)  draweth  moch  obloquy  and 
fcandal  to  himfelf.  In  this  point,  amoiigft  u^  there 
was  a  ftacute  made  in  5.  E.  VI.  whereby  ail  fale 
of  offices  is  utterly  forbidden ;  and  there  is  a  prorrifb 
worth  the  noting  inferted,  for  excepting  the  juftidci 
of  both  benches,  and  the  juftices  oSf  affize,  ftandchy, 
that  they  may  in  fuch  cafes  do,  as  they  had  fop- 
incrly  accuftomed  to  do. 

Ofperfms  managing  their  great  affairs. 

THEI  R  Bunriber  may  be  reflrarned  to  four, 
namely,  the  king  himfelf,  the  lord  ehancet- 
lor^  the  duke  of  Solly,   andMonrieur  de  ViUetoy. 

fbe  king. 

The  king^s  perfon  is  of  great  abifrty  both  fbl*  dte 

vigor  of  his  body,  and  the  force  of  his  rtiind.  That 

of  his  body  is  feld   to  have  been  wrought  by  t 

ftrange  and    extraordinary  kind  of  nourrfhmeht, 

which  he  received  in  his  infancy.     For  his  father 

and   tnother  bringing  up  over  delicately  his  cldtt 

brother,  by  their  too  much  tendernefe  brought  hiift 

to  that  wcaknefs,  as  he  died  in  his  cbiMhood  :  Thft 

which  his  grandfather  Henry  king  of  Navarre  c6tt«- 

fidering,  would  needs  take  updn  hiih  the  difefHotl 

of  this  king's  educatbn,  ai^  placed  hith  with  a 

htifbandman,  where  he  was  amonglt  his  children, 

brought  up  like  one  of  them,  with  hard  and  co^rft 

Care,  and  for  the  moft  part,  tHI  he  was  feven  years 

Qld^  without  befe  or  flxocs ;  whkh  retatipii  Monfieur 

dc 
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de  Villeroy  made  to  Sir  WilKam  Godolphin  and  me 
at  the  time  your  majcfty  fcnt  him  over  to  con- 
gratulate the  king  and  queen's  efcape  from  their 
danger  of  drowning.  The  king  was  born  the  i^ch 
of  December  1553,  and  hach  in  the  courfe  of  hb 
life  run  through  the  mod  hazards  of  any  great  per- 
fonage,  that  now  liveth,  or  of  whom  mention  is 
aimoft  to  be  iound  in  any  biftories ;  for  befides  one 
hundred  and  twenty  five  lights  of  battles,  and  other 
exploits  of  arms,  wherein  he  hath  been  perfbnally 
in  the  fieid,  and  two  hundred  fieges  of  towns,  he 
hath  efcaped  divers  other  dangers,  as  that  of  drown- 
ing, and  the  affaflTinates  of  Pierre  Barriere,  and  John 
Chattel,  both  fchulars  of  the  Jefuits,  the  like  of  the 
one  of  which  only  took  away  the  life  of  his  prede« 
ceflfor.  Yet  of  his  natural  difpofition,  he  feemeth 
not  to  be  very  hardy,*  as  appeared  after  the  maflacre 
of  Parib,  where  he  (hewed  nothing  fo  much  magna- 
nimity and  refolution  for  perfitting  in  his  religion, 
as  his  coufin  the  prince  of  Conde  did.  And  before 
that,  I  had  often  heard  of  certain  Englilh  gentle- 
men, who  went  into  France  under  the  leading  of 
an  .uncle  of  mine,  called  Henry  Champernowne, 
and  came  to  the  camp  about  the  time  of  the  battle 
of  Moncontour,  and  continued  in  the  fame  during 
all  the  circuit  it  made  under  the  admiral  Chadillon 
and  the  two  princes  of  Navarre  and  Conde,  through 
vGafcogne  and  Languedoc,  till  it  came  to  Rene  le 
Due,  where  the  peace  was  made,  that  the  prince  of 
Conde,  in  the^opinion  of  all  the  camp,  was  much 
preferred  before  the  prince  of  Navarre  for  his  courage 
and  worthinefs^  the  one  bending  his  mind  to  military 
iludies^  and.  getting  the  iove  of  men  of  war;  and  the 
other  to  the  feeding  of  cocks,  and  hawks,  and  other 
birds  i  fo  that  then  he  had  the  report  to  be  timorous 
and  L.uU.  But  the  often  dangers,  which  neceffiiy  inforc^ 
ed  him  to  pafs  afterwards^  had  wrought  thofe  effcdb 

upon 
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upon  his  able  body,  about  the  beginning  of  the  league^ 
as  he,  who  wrote  in   Spanifh,    Uunione  Catotica, 
having  occafion  to  mention  this  king,  fpeakcth  of 
him  (though  being  his  enemy)  as  of  another  AchiU 
Ics,  that  haci  the  leading  of  the  Mirmidons,  faying, 
that  the  forces,  that  he  brought  co  the  aid  of  the 
laft  king,  were  more  confidcrable  for  their  valour 
than  for  their  number,  which  was  but  twochoufand, 
,but  ot  that  military  hard  nets  and  fufiiciency,  as  in  two 
year  together  they  were  never  feen  abroad  unbootcd, 
but  perpetually  in  exercife  of  war  or  hunting.   This 
feemeth  alfo  to  be  confirmed  by  the  courfe  he  hath 
held,  fmce  he  hath  had  the  means  to  live  in  peace. 
For  be  ftudioufly  avoideth  all  occafions  of  war,  es- 
pecially where  he  doubteth  to  find  any  ftrong  op- 
pofition  ;  and  therefore  though  he  went  roundly  in 
hand  with  the  poor  duke  of  Savoy  about  the  mar* 
quifate  of  Saluces,  yet  he  was  content  to  quit  his 
conquefts,  when  Spain  began  to  enter  into  the  quar* 
rel,  and  to  patch  up  a  peace  with  receiving  the 
country  of  BrefTe  in  exchange  thereof.     And  for 
his  own  hereditary  country  of  Navarre,  which  Spaia. 
withholdeth  fo  unjuftly  from  him,  and  of  which  all 
chriftendom  expedted  he  would  have  undertaken  the 
recovery  (efpecially  Spain  lying  fo  exhaufted  and  en- 
tangled in  a  damageable  war  on  the  one  fide,  and  he 
the  other  more  plentifully  furnifhed  with  all  kind 
'  of  neceflaries  appertaining  to  war,  than  any  of  his 
predeceffors,  of  a  long  time)  is  yet  content  to  be 
quiet.     Befides,   albeit   at  his  laft  expedition    to« 
wards  Sedan,  he  had  as  well  the  forces,  which  him- 
felf  had  levied  againft  the  duke  of  Bouillon,  as  thofe, 
which  the  duke  had  prepared  for  his  own  defence, 
ready  at  his  commandment,  a  great  river  apt  to  carry- 
all his  amunitions  of  war  into  the  heart  of  the  arch- 
duke's country,  where  he  might  fcize  himfelf  of 
territories  adjacent  and  contiguous  to  his  own  do- 

minionSy 
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muHons^  by  way  of  reprifal  {as  in  the  quarrel  sgainft 
$gyoy  for  Saluoes,  he  had  done  of  Brefic)  in 
lieu  of  riiofe  detained  from  him  in  Navarre^  and 
that  the  Low-country  ftatcs  exhorted  him  thereunto, 
oSering  both  affiftance  and  diverfion  to  the  utter- 
inoft  of  their  power,  and  that  (upon  the  praftices  of 
Spain  with  Mirargues,  for  which  he  was  executed) 
the  king  had,  to  myfelf,  ufed  certain  brave  and 
inioatory  words,  as  if  he  had  a  purpofe  to  refent 
bimfelf  againft  Spain ;  yet  in  the  end  he  only  bought 
t  peace  of  the  poor  duke  of  Bouillon,  /bnie  de- 
monftmtions  of  the  honour  of  the  matter  refting  for 
a  while  on  this  king's  part  (which  aHb  are  (ince 
vaniihed)  but  the  true  real  efteftsof  profit  remaining 
with  the  duke.  This  natural  difpofirion  of  want  of 
true  magnanimity,  or  of  thelachete,  (as  themarquife 
of  Vcmeuil  flilcth  it)  appeareth  in  eflfcft  in  all  his 
actions.  Thofc,  who  ha^rded  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes for  fettlir^  the  crown  on  his  head,  he  neither 
rewardeth'oor  paycth ;  thofe,  who  were  of  the  league 
againft  him,  he  hath  bought  to  be  his  friends,  and 
gtvedi  them  preferments.  And  to  myfcif  he  hath 
H^irmed,  that  he  found  them  his  moll  trufty  fer- 
vants.  The  Jefuits,  who  fought  to  take  away  his 
life^  he  chertlheth  mod  of  all  the  Roman  orders^ 
for  fear  left  they  (hould  do  the  fame  again. 

Thofe  councellors  of  his,  who  are  moft  potent 
with  him,  as  Villeroy  and  Sully,  govern  him  by 
terror  rather  than  obiequioufncfs.  In  his  love  it 
is  the  like,  and  therefore  both  the  queen  and  the 
marquife  of  Verneuil,when  they  will  obtain  any  thing 
of  him,  find  they  prevail  moft  in  gourmandin^  him« 
So  it  is  alfo  in  hi*  play,  where  he  Iheweth  ex- 
treme paffion  in  fmall  loflts,  and  is  content  to 
gain  by  all  kind  of  (biftsand  devices.  Likewife  in 
his  ordinary  difcourfes,  where  he  refpefteth  not  the 
truth  of  the  matter,  but  only  what  may  fcrve  his 
turn  for  the  prefcnt:  but  chiefly  in  his  religion^ 
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where  he  hath  nude  ofcen  dcmonftration^  by  his 
changes  and  Joofe  life,  that  he  valucch  both  his 
profit  and  pleafure  above  ir. 

Touching  the  ftrength  of  his  apprehenfion  and 
conceit,  it  is  held  rather  to  confift  in  certain  darting 
holes  and  fhort  ends  of  wit,  than  in  any  found 
fuiEciency  of  difcourfe.  And  therefore  thofe  of  his 
court  fay  of  him,  that  for  defaites  and  repartees  he 
is  excellent,  but  chat  he  is  nobody  at  enterprifes  or 
confultations  de  longue  baletne  ;  the  which^  in  mine 
own  negotiation  with  him,  1  have  obferved  alio  to  be 
true.  In  fum,  I  fuf>pore  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  tbac 
as  multitude  of  dangers  hath  brought  him  alfo  to  a 
habit  of  refolucion  in  diftrefs  beyond  his  natural 
propenfion  or  difpofition  ;  fo  the  experience  of 
oiany  affairs  and  bu(inefies  makcth  him  ready  to 
determine  what  'way  he  will  take  in  ordinary  oc- 
currences, though  he  have  not  the  patience  in  a 
new  objcdt  to  weigh  what  may  be  faid  on  the  one 
fide,  and  on  the  other,  and  by  comparing  the  rea* 
ions  to  determine,  which  are  the  mod  important. 

For  bis  parts  of  manners  and  converfation,  they 
are  very  fweet  and  pleaQng,  nothing  fanguinary,  not 
fwollen  with  pride,  but  with  an  excellent  tempera* 
ment  he  feemeth  to  equal  himfelf  to  the  meaneft 
of  his  fubjeds  in  bearing  and  talking  with  them, 
and  with  the  greatcft  and  mod  potent  he  retaineth 
fuch  a  majefty,  as  makes  them  tremble,  not  only  at 
his  words,  but  alfo  at  his  looks  and  countenances. 
And  the  opinion  of  his  virtlic  or  powerful  com- 
manding is  fo  eminent,  joined  with  his  curiofity  and 
watchfuinefs  to  underdand  all  matters  both  fmall. 
and  great,  as  though  he  do  worfe  things  in  mat- 
ters of  intemperance  and  lubricity,  even  in  full  light 
before  the  eyes  of  all  people,  than  thofe,  which  were 
doubtfully  imputed  to  his  predcccffor  Hen.  IIL 
to  have  been  uied  by  him  in  fccret  within  the  doors 

of 


480       Sir  George  Carew*j  Relation  of  the 

of  his  chamber,  and  that  fome  took  occaGon  thci^ 

by  to  bring  his  fatd  predeceflfor  into  hatred   and 

contempt  of  his  people;  yet  is  there  not  any,  eubfit 

ccclefiafticai  or  lay,  at  home  or  abroad^  tha^  dace 

attaint  this  man  for  it  in  any  fort.  He.  is  exceUenc  alfi> 

in  his  oeconomioal  faculty,  or  looking  into  oiaccers 

of  pro6t  \  omitting  no  means  or  advantage  of  en<^ 

riching  his  rea]m  generally,    nor  of  drawi^  tht 

beft  offices  and  inheritances  to  his  childrea  both 

legitimate  and  narural.     In  way  ojf  liberality  he 

paycth  more  penfions  than  ever  any  of  his  predc-^ 

ceflbrs  did  \  and  therein  alfo  he  ufcth  great  arcand 

heed  to  fbrnifh  the  fums  requlGte  thereto^  out  of 

means  little  burdenfome  to  himfelf,  and  diilribiucth 

them  with  great  choice  to  perfons  of  impoitance, 

who  may  eit^ier  ferve  him  in  his  occafions^  or  ac 

leaft  be  contraried,  by  the  means  thereof,  from  being 

bufy  in  attempting  againft  him.  The  limitation  of 

them  alfo  is  perlbnal  and   temporary  ;  foas  both 

he  may  withdraw  them  when  he  lift,  and  thoit,  to 

whom  they  are  Grft  granted,  cannot  transfer  tbeia 

to  others.     His  magnificetice  in  building  huge  and 

ftately  works  in  his  palaces  for  his  own,ufe,    in 

fortifications  for  fafety  of  his  realm,  in  bridges^ 

high-ways,  and  cutting  of  rivers  for  the  eafe  and 

commodities  of  his  people,  is  very  great ;  and  yec 

ashehandleththe  matter,  it  is  one  of  his  fmalleft  ex*^ 

pences.     To  conclude,  as  they  make  here  a  diftmc- 

tion  between  a  good  man  and  a  good  king  by  their 

ordinary  proverb,  De  mejcbant  bomme  bon  roy  \  fo 

it  may  be  faid  of  him  touching  his  moral   virtues 

and  vice%  that  his  vices  are  fomewhat  preponderant, 

though  Pcre  Cotton  ufe  to  tell  him,  that  he  is  in 

the  affured  v.'ay  to  falvaiion,  in  refpedt  of  his  merits, 

for  thofe  Lcing  ballanced  with  his  crimes,  arc  in  the 

proportion  of  8  to  4.     But  eftimating  him  as  a  king, 

.his  virtues  are  much  more  eminent,  having  brought 
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hts  realm,  that  was  utterly  (haken,  and  ready  to 
rend  in  pieces,  to  the  greateft  wealth,  union  and 
ftrengtb,  that  it  hath  been  in  for  this  many  hundred 
years ;  wherein  he  obferveth  the  old  rule  of  Polvbius^ 
that  by  merit  or  demerit  in  times  paft,  he  efteem* 
eth  not  his  friend^  or  foes»  but  valueth  them  accord^ 
ing  to  the  profit  or  harm,  that  may  from  them  comd 
to  him  for  the  future.  His  health  and  ftrength  he 
hath  in  a  great  proportion,  his  body  being  not  only 
able  for  all  eitercifes,  but  even  for  exceflee  and  dif-^ 
tempers,  both  in  intemperance,  and  incontinency4 
And  though  he  be  fometimes  bitten  by  the  gout, 
yet  he  ever  Bndeth  means  fuddenly  to  (hake  it  off. 
And  in  the  four  years,  that  I  ferved  in  that  court,  I 
found  him  little  decayed  in  his  countenance,  or  o^ 
ther  difpofition  of  his  body,  but  he  rather  grew  to 
look  younger  every  day  than  other ;  fo  that  I  would 
think  he  were  likely  to  live  a  long  while^  but  that 
fome  of  their  hiftoriographers  have  obferved,  that 
for  thefe  five  hundred  years,  none  of  their  kings 
€ver  pafied  the  age  of  fixty  *,  and  fo  thb  man  being 
of  the  (ame  race,  fhould  in  probability  run  the  fame 
courfe  alfo  *. 

The  Chancellor. 

The  chancellor  is  a  man^  who  hath  \^h  brought 
up  in  the  ftudy  and  prafticc  of  the  laws^  but  there- 
in attained  not  any  fuch  excellency  of  knowledge, 
as  might  promote  to  this  cminency  of  dignity, 
which  he  now  enjoyeth.  After  he  fell  to  be  employ- 
ed in  meflages  and  embaflages  firft  to  this  king, 
when  he  was  king  of  Navarre,  who  then  began  to 
aflFeft  him,  next  in  Switzerland,  and  afterwards  at 
Rome.   During  his  employments  in  Switzerland  the 

*  He  was  flfdn  the  4th  of  May,  1610. 
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Uft  king  died,  and  there  he  not  only  declared 
^edily  and  roundly  for  this  king,  but  was  fain  to  fw« 
nifh  the  charge  of  his  embaffage  out  of  his  own  means, 
this  king's  wants  being  then  fuch  as  are  known.  !a  his 
fcrvice  at  Rome,  he  was  the  chief  man  ufcd  for  the 
tnatch  between  this  king  and  the  prefent  queen,' 
Thcfe  things,  joined  to  his  own  plauGbk  proceeding 
with  all  men,  and  his  obfequipus  feconding  of  thia 
king's  humours,  hath  brought  him  to  the  height  of 
authority,  which  he  now  holdeth,  being  for  aflfairs  of 
cftate,  of  revenue,  of  juftice,  of  government,  and 
for  enjoying  his  majefty's  ear  at  all  occafions,  the 
moil  adive  and  employed  chancellor,  that  hath  boen 
in  France  a  long  time. 

In  his  manner  of  negotiating  he  is  very  clofe  and 
wary,  full  of  fair  words,  and  fruitless  promifes,  to 
give  contentment  for  the  time  ;  and  either  fbigpt- 
eth  them,  or  doth  the  clean  contrary,  infomuch  as 
fome  call  him,  Le  Trefirier  des  promeffes.    He  fpeak* 
eth  the  Latin  and  Italian  tongues  in  good  perfection, 
and  hath  fome  knowledge  of  die  Greek.     In  Us 
humanity  learning,  as  in  the  fcience  of  tlie  laws, 
he  is  held  rather  fuperBciai  than  profound.     His 
chief  defire  and  end  is  to  enrich  hinrrfelf,  per  fas  & 
nefaSj  and  therein  fome  of  his  court  have,  in  difcourfc 
with  me,  applied  to  him  the  faying  of  Tacitus, 
concerning  i\itlibtrli  of  Galba,  that  th^  had  manus 
fefiinantes  i^  avidas  tanquam  fuh  fine  princip^.    From 
other  vices  he  is  indifferent  clear.     In  thQlc  cajfcs, 
which   I    have  had  to  Iblicit  during  my  fervice,  I 
cannot  much  vaunt  of  his  jufticc  or  nonour^lc 
proceeding  :  but  he  is  an  excellent  negotiator,  wary 
ia  what  he  fayeth  himfelf,   temperate  and  patient 
concerning  thole  things^  which  proceed  from  others, 
in  fo  much   as  reproaches  move  him  not  to  ^gcr  ; 
of  a  comply  couptenaiirc  and  prefehce,  and  rather 
flicwing  an  alFiible  courtiinefs  thaA  a-jadicfal  gravity 
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ih  his  'entertainment..  For  continuing  his  potency 
in  cbiirf,  he  is  exceedingly  well  fettled ;  Firft^  by  the 
Ring's  inclination  towards  him,  and  his  obfcquiouf- 
ftefs  towards  him  again  \  likewife  his  vigilancy  and  . 
care  to  entertain  all  matters^  even  more  than  he  19 
ible  to  difpatcK  Secondly,  'by  entertaining  the 
queen  in  the  like  manner.  And  to  encreafe  the  firfl: 
obligation,  that  flib  hath  to  him  of  procuring  the 
match,  he  continueth  as  it  were  an  arbiter  of  the 
differences  between  her  and  the  marquife,  and  flick- 
eth  in  his  plaufible  manner  on  the  queen's  fide,  when 
the  king  entereth  into  diftempers  with  her  touching 
thefe  caufes. 

Thirdly,  Monf.  Villeroy  and  he  join  clofe  toge* 
ther  in  oppofition  againft  de  Sully,  and  prevailing 
tlicmfclves  of  the  advantage  of  religion,  which  bath 
the  fway  here  put  Sully  ever  to  his  defences  \  and 
by  this  means  hold  themfelves  the  clofer  together 
ih  other  matters  alfo. 

Fourthly,  by  having  brought  in  his  fon  de  Pui- 
lieux  into  Monf.  Villeroy 's  place,  upon  his  marriage 
with   Monf.  Alincourt's   daughter ;   and   both  the 
chancellor  and  Monf.  de  Villeroy,  turn  all  the  moft 
important  affairs   to  the  difpatch  of  the  faid  Pui- 
fieux,  and  reform  him  of  his  errors  out  of  their 
experience,  fo  as  he  is  in  the  beft  method  of  prov- 
ing an  able  minifter  of  ftate,  of  any  young  man  per- 
dhance  in  Europe  j     his  father  alio  having  been 
careful  to  bring  him  up  in  learning,  and  attaining 
fundry  languages,  both  learned,  as   the  Latin  and 
Greek,  and  vulgar  as  the  German  and  Italian,  which 
he  fpeaketh  in  good  perfeftion^     He  began  to  en- 
ter inio  his  office  of  fecrecary  ac  my  firft  coming  to 
that  court  1  and  then  the  king  told  me,  he  deftined 
De  Puifieux  to  the  fervice  of  the  Dauphin,  as  Vil- 
leroy was  ufed  under    him )  fo  as    this  fcrveth  th^ 
chancellor  in  fettling  his  pofterity  for  the  future  al- 
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o.  The  young  man  of  himfelf  is  vain  and  windf, 
but  thefe  courfes  muft  needs  iiimioant  nature^  and  in 
tim^e  breed  greater  fufficiency  in  him.  They  arc, 
by  extradtion,  of  the  faniity  of  the  BrdQarts  in  P^ris^ 
(and  fign  by  that  name)  which  of  late  times  hath 
been  much  employed  in  affairs  of  ilate  and  juftjce  4 
and  I  have  placed  them  both  togetber,  bccaufe 
they  lodge  both  in  one  houle  at  Paris. 

Duke  de  Sully ^  treafurefy  Ufort  Marquis  De  Roftpf. 

The  duke  <3f  Sully,  as  himfcif  told  one,  was  born 
the  6th  of  January  1560,  and  by  many  is  held  to 
be  of  a  Scotiifh  extradlion,  of  the  family  of  the 
Betons,  though  he  himfelf  will  not  acknowledge  ir, 
but  pretcndeth  to  be  defccnded  from  the  lords  of 
Bethun  in  Flanders.  He  hath  been  from  his  youth 
brought  up  with  the  king,,  and  io  thirty-three  years 
never  from  him.  Of  his  manners  and  fafhions,  I 
heed  not  fpeak,  having  himfelf  been  fo  lately  in 
England;  but  (bme  refemble  them  to  a  great 
furnace,  which,  out  of  a  ftrong  and  vigorous  heat 
of  underftanding  and  courage,  cafts  aUb  a  great 
fmoke  of  vaunting  and  rigorous  arrogancy.  In  hia 
negotiatmg  I  have  found  him  open,  fubftantial,  and 
ingenuous,  defpifing  the  afFeftation  of  fceming  wife 
by  petty  fubtilties,  and  clofe  retirednefi. 

Though  he  holdeth  great  offices^  yet  it  feemeth> 
the  worth  of  his  own  pcrfon  hath  rather  made  his 
places  great,  than  they  have  exalted  hhn.  His  firffi 
greatncfs  is  faid  to  have  grown  ouf  of  this  occafion^ 
The  Duke  d*Efpernon  propounded,  in  council,  a 
certain  levy  to  be  made  upon  the  people  of  his  go- 
vernment. Rofny  being  newly  come  to  the  place  of 
intendant^(?j/«tf»f^,fpake  bitterly  before  Efpcrnon*s 
face  agarnft  it,  terming  it  a  (hameful  proportion  and 
a  robbery  \  and   withall  tore  the  memoriaf,  which 
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d*Efperoon  had  delivered  concerning  the  fame. 
That  indignity  exafperated  d'Efpernon  fo  much* 
as  reproaching  Rofny^s  bafencfs  and  arrogancy,  he 
Tet  his  hand  to  his  fword.  Rofny  anfwercd  with  as 
great  ficrcenels,  and  ufed  the  like  demonftration  of 
force,  adding,  that  in  their  birth  there  was  fmall 
odds ;  or,  if  ihere  were  any,  it  was  on  his  fide ;  and 
that  when  it  pleafed  this  king  to  do  as  much  for 
him,  as  the  laft  had  done  for  d*Efpernon,  he  Ihould 
be  every  way  his  equal.  The  king  hearing  of  this 
diforder,  reproved  d'Efpcrnon,  bidding  him  to 
gourmand  his  own  valets,  and  not  his  officers. 
And  thatRhofny  had  anfwercd  him  well,  which  he 
ihould  fee  by  efFeft,  and  thereupon' prom i fed  to 
mako  Rofny  duke  and  peer  of  France.  Since  that 
time,  the  king  fupporting  Sully  in  all  his  rough 
courfes,  which  he  hath  taken  for  the  encreafing  the 
revenues  of  his  crown,  he  hath  foun(|  great  profit 
thereby  himfclf.  But  Sully  hath  thereby  made  him- 
felf  extremely  odious  to  great  and  fmall,  and  efpeci- 
elly  to  the  count  Soiilbns, which  happened  in  this  fort. 
Sully  delaying  to  make  payment  of  a  certain  funj, 
which  the  king  had  granted  to  the  count,  and  the 
count's  follicitor  willing  and  preffing  him  to  con- 
fidcr,  that  it  was  a  prince  of  the  blood,  whom  he 
delayed  ;  Sully  made  anfwer.  It  were  well  with  the 
realm,  if  the  king  had  no  more  coufins  than  he  had 
brcthr^.  Whereupon  the  count  pretending  to  ufe 
forcible  means  to  offend  Sully,  the  king  caufed  it  to 
be  notified,  that  whofoever  (hould  attempt  Sully, 
(hould  find  the  king's  own  perfon  for  his  fccond  \ 
Since  that  time  Sully  hath  ever  htcn  accompa- 
nied with  troops  of  gentlemen,  where  before  he 
made  it  his  glory  to  be  followed  only  with  one  fer- 
vant  and  a  couple  of  lacguies.  But  he  ever  carried 
out  the  matter  bravely, and  told  myfelf  onceor  twice, 
that  the  count   threatned  many,  but  hurt   none  *,, 
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and  in  the  end,  bpth  the  coant  Soiflffos^  wd  duke 
d'Efpernpn;.  ^re  becpme  his  ^e9t  and  dbfequioNS 

friends.  .    - 

When  Sully  came  firft  tQ  the  maij^ing  of  ihf 
revenues,  he  Tound  (as  he  himfelf  ioJ(i  me)  ail 
things  out  of  order,  full  of  robbery  of  officers^ 
full  of  confufion,  np  treafurCf  np  oiapiuon,,  ru>  f^r* 
tiicure  for  the  king'3  houfes,,  zjn^  thcarown,  in.* 
debted  three  hundred  naillioQS  ^  that  is,  three 
millions  of  pounds  ftcrJing,  Sinp?  |h^  ti^e,  th*t 
in  February  1608,  he  ha4  acquitce^  oae  hundro) 
and  thirty  millioos  of  that  debr»  redeeming  the 
moft  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  cr^wn  ths^t  vere 
mortgaged  i  thai  he  had  brou^pggod  ftore  ^f  trca- 
fure  into  (heBaOille,  (illed  naoiloTthe  ^rfen^H  vith 
munition,  furnifhrd  moft  of  the  king's  hou^^s  wi^ 
rich  tapcftry,  and  other  moveables  >  aa4  whtre  the 
farms  of  the  whole  rcala>  amounted  ihep  but  IQ 
800000 1.  ft^'rling)  this  year  1 609,  he  had  let  them 
out  for  1000000  1.  and  tha;  without  exa^iag  apj 
more  upon  the  people  than  was  paid  belofe^  but 
only  by  reducing  that  to  the  king's  coScrs»whi^b  wa^ 
cmbezled  by  under-ofiicers. 

Whether  4:he  profecution  of  the  Homifh  i^ion 
will  at  length  remove  liim  from  the  court,  it  fome* 
what  doubtful.  But  if  it  fhoutd  happen,  I  fuppofe 
it  would  prove  for  your  majefly's  advantage^  and 
that  king*s  detriment.  For  not  only  ^he  affairs  ot 
the  revenues,  might  perchance  fall  into  dilbrdcrs  a- 
gain  ",  but  the  Proteftaots,  both  ia  that  kingdom 
and  abroad,  would  then  fall  into  diffidence  of  the 
proceeding  of  that  court,  when  tlie  council  (hoqld 
be  altogether  Romifh  (whereas .  now  they  fuppofe 
nothing  will  be  propounded  to  their  fubverfion  all 
the  while  he  is  there)  and  feek  to  fortify  then^felvts 
by  new  intelligences,  and  aflbciations  j  the  which  hap- 
pening,  muft  ncceflarily  make  them  fall(in  regarcj  of 
foreign  forces)  to  a  depcndance  upon  your  majefty, 
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and  like  enough  would  make  themcboofe  alfo  a 
new  head  to  dcperHi  upoii  in  that  realm,  fuch  ai 
this  king  hfmlelf  was  in  his  prcdeceffor*s  time. 
BieKides  he  is  ever  hammering  upon  building  a  navy 
for  the  fea,  which  if  he  fliould  effeft,  might  prove 
an  evil  neighbour  to  your  majefty's  dxjminions. 
Again,  upon  colour  of  the  projeft  of  •the  treaty, 
that  was  made  at  his  being  in  England,  he  is  more 
ftppdfireto  the  paying  your  majcfty's  debt  (ftretch- 
ing  tlie  feme  treaty  beyond  all  rcafonabk  conftruc- 
tion,  bccaufe  he'  mat!e  it  himfelf )  than  any  other, 
1W10  fliould  come  In  his  plact,  would  be. 

ToacWiTg  the  Ptbteftants  of  France,  they  have 
no  great  aid  or  fiipport  from  him,  but  he  is  as 
harih  and  rough  to;  them,  as  to  any  others  •,  and 
ftoppeth  little  that  fupplanting  of  particulars  which 
tife  king  ufcth,  but  rather  fcrveth  among  their  body 
akogether  for  the-  king's  ends.  And  touching  his 
perfifting  fo  conftantly  in  the  profeffion  of  the  re- 
formed religion,  many  doubt,  it  proceedeth  rather 
outof  pcAcy,  than  out  of  confcience,  feeing  his  life  is 
nothing  anfwerable  to  his  profeflion ;  but  full  of  in- 
cbntinency,  of  oppreffion,  and  rapine  for  his  own 
particular,  ^as  well  as  for  his  Mafter*s  profit.  His 
fpecch  is  full  of  immodefty  and  filthinefs,  even  at 
his  own  table  puWickly  ;  a  fcoffer  and  contemner  of 
all  refpefts  of  juftice,  which  terms  he  both  ufed  to 
myfelf,  and,  as  I  hear,  to  many  others  of  that  king^s 
ftibjcfts,  telling  them,  his  matter  had  placed  him  in 
his  office  to  encreafe  his  revenue,  and  not  to  deliver 
juftice.  But  becaufe  that  he  doubteth,  that  upon  the 
king's  death,  the  count  of  Soiffons,  or  other  of  his 
enemies  might  pcrfecute  him,  a?,  after  Philip  le  Bel's 
death,  Enguerrand  de  Marigny,  who  had  the  like 
power  in  France,  and  money  matters,  and  the  like 
oppofition  with  great  men,  was  perfcrcuttd  by. 
Charles  de  Valois,  who  ceafc  d  not,  till  had  caufed 

I  i  4  Enguerrand 
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Enguerrand,  upon  forged  acqu£|Qons,  lobfr  _ 
in  the  ^lace  of  the  Greve  at  F^mj/  t^^or»,f9r  \m 
own  fafecy,  it  behoveth  him  fo  to  carry  hio^lej^:  ia 
the  mean  time,  as  he  may  then  (h^oud  bim^f  lU 
mong  the  party  of  the  reli^on.  Befides,  he  know- 
cth  the  king's  timorous  and  fufpioous  nature ib  wcD, 
and  hath  fuch  a  predominant  genius  over  his,  as 
he  ihall  better  maintdn  his  reputation  and  p09er 
with  him,  in  Handing  fliflT  upon  his  own  lero^s,  -chan 
in  making  demonftration  of  fear  or  yielding. 

But  talking  with  de  Sully  of  this  pcMnr  nayi^f^ 
he  attributed  this  his  conftancy  to  his  owR  Ditui^l 
refolution,  faying,  Jt  ne  demords  jamms  ce^  V^J'^ 
unefois  refolu  pour  ion.  One  great  differeaQt  \  ^ 
ferve  between  the  chancellor  and  Monf.  de  SuDy^ 
the  firft  having  many  good  words,  and  deeds  ttoUwg 
anfwerable  ;  and  the  other's  deeds  are  rather  bettm 
than  worfe  than  his  words.  I>e  Sully  is  not  vend  of 
learning,  both  of  knowledge  of  Latin,  and  other 
ihidies  of  humanity ;  but  chiefly  in  arguing  points 
of  religion,  wherein  he  is  very  ready  and  confident*. 
But  he  mod  prizeth  himfelf  for  his  military  ablene&, 
being  oflTended,  when  men  aicribe  the  chiefdl  part 
of  his  fufficiency  to  the.  managing  of  the  maaers  of 
the  king's  revenues  and  treafures.  He  hath  ibqght 
heretofore,  to  fortify  himfelf  in  court,  by  means  of 
the  queen  and  the  houfe  of  Guife.  But  the  chan- 
cellor growing  more  potent  with  the  queen,  he  hath 
of  late  fallen  in  with  the  marquife  of  Verncuil  to 
terms  of  friendfhip,  from  that  bitter  oppofition, 
which  was  long  between  them.  He  hath  alfo  en- 
tertained intelligence  long  with  the  houfe  of  Guife ; 
but  their  unthriftintfs  being  like  to  ruin  him,  he  by 
degrees  falleth  off  from  them.  By  alliances  he  hath 
ftrcngthened  himfelf  with  the  two  houfes  of  Rohan 
and  Ventadour,  where  he  hath  placed  two  daugh- 
crs,  and  his  fon  is  bellowed  with  Monf.  de  Crequy's 

daughiyer. 
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Al^liter,  who- ftaB' have  all  the  wealth  of  Lxs- 
digUl€M»  Wng  very  great.  So  that  by  that  mar- 
dage,  and  his  father's  purchafes,  young  Roihy  is 
like*€0  pt^ve  oMof  the  chtefeft  fubjefbs  of  France^ 

.  '         Mmfiexr  de  Vilkrcy.  . 


'  V.  • 


n  de  Vijlcroy^  by  hta  J6ng  experience  in  mat- 
ters of' ftate,  is  ^ki  to.  be  the  dean  in  chapter  of 
all  the  flsatcSfmen  in  Ghriftendom,  having  attained  to 
a  great !  age,  fttU  vigorous  and  healthy^  not  decay- 
uig'  in :  his  judgment  ^or  fenfes  iahy  thing ;  and  hav- 
ing '^en  Irom  his'  infancy  (as  he  faith  him&lf  in  one 
of  his  Apolo^ds)  be^  brought  up  in  the  bbfoms  of 
th(3  kings^;  af)d  ip  the  year  1605,  he  told  me,  it  was 
thirty-eight  years- fiitce  he  began  the  execution  of 
the  place,  which  he  then  held.     Upon   his  advice 
and  courtfel  tha  kifig  chiefly  relietb,  and  fome  of  the 
court  told  me,  that  //  luy  dome  fur  les  doigts^  whco 
the  king  hath  been  over  buiy  in  fpeaking  to  an  am-, 
ha0ador  more  than  he  fliQuld.    He  is  naturally  ge- 
nerous, and  of  a  great  courage,  and  fierccncfs,  and 
not  abandoning  his  refblutions  and  purpofes,  nor 
taxed  with  any  unnoble  means  of  fcraping  wealth 
together.     And  indeed  he  had   no  need  to  do  it» 
which  the  chancellor  and  Sully  had,  being  raifed 
to  their  greatnefs  from  very  mean  eftate ;  whereas 
Villeroy  had  5000 1.  fterling,  in  revenue,  by  defcent 
from  bis  father,  and  affedlcth  not  thofc  outward  de- 
monftrations  of  pomp  and  magnificence,  which  the 
other  two  do,  but  rather  feckcth  thar,  which  is  folid 
and  commodious.    And  where  it  is  afcribed  to  Sully 
for  a  great  matter  of  courage  and   rcfolution,  that 
he  hath  not  renounced   the  religion,  in  which  be 
hath  been  brought  up  \    Villeroy  hath  done  much 
more,  for  he  was  not  contented  to  be  only  affured 
gf  his  own,  even  when  the  League  was  growing  in- 
to 
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todeoHience*  but  befidcs;  foiccd  die  kWi^  ill  fefu 
lake  hby  and  to  make  profsfltot)  of  the  olbor  i^  as 
appcarcdi  in  the  treaties  bei|wc6ii  thtitf;  .wliM  VQ  teu 
roy  wai  firft  brought  M  the  lunges  femc«.  HS» 
chiefeft  greatneis  with  this  king  grew  oat  of  the 
folly  of  Monf.  du  Pleflis  Mornay,  onto  whom  de 
Villeroy  at  firft  fought  much  to  have  aflurance  of  the 
king's  protcdion,  and  fame  remote  place  in  his  fla- 
vour ;  and  the  managing  or  di^ch  of  affabs  of 
ftate^  was  not  only  offisred  but  preffiki  ypon  da 
Pleflls ;  but,  be  pretending''  ea  be  ^  main  of  w^r^ 
and  that  fuch  a  wridng  life  was  M(  aMfwrniMe  h» 
die  grcalnefs  of  his  miiMl»  (md  father  feddng  to  b6 
one  of  the  marihals  of  France^  made  thereby  way 
for  Villeroy  to  fieze  himfelf  of  the  moft  impcmnt; 
and  for  Pleffis,  he  loft  both  the  one  and  the  other. 
Snce  wUdi  time  V  illeroy  hath  hedged  in  matters  fb 
handfbmely,  as  not  only  in  affairs  of  ftitte,  the 
king  repofcth  moft  upon  him,  but  even  in  religion 
he  hath  made  the  king  altogether  popifh,  or  at 
leaft  brought  him  into  hatred  and  deteftation  of  the 
reformed.  * 

In  his  negotiating,  Villeroy  is  not  fo  c^en  as 
Sully,  nor  fo  clofe  as  the  chancellor,  but  after  a  very 
good  fafhion,  Ihort,  and  pertinent  •,  yec  ftill  (land- 
ing upon  his  advantages,  pour  faire  pt2rler^  as  he 
termeth  it,  him,  who  treateth  with  him,  and  accord- 
ing as  he  findeth  the  party  either  inftrufted  or  ig- 
norant of  matters,  fo  enterjtaining  fpeech  to  give 
him  rather  contentment  and  refpeft,  than  any  light 
or  information  of  what  he  knew  not  before.  And 
to  me  in  plain  terms,  he  ufed  thcfc  words  once : 
**  Mark  well,  faith  he,  what  I  fay ;  and  make  your 
"  advantage  of  it,  if  you  can,  for  your  matter's  pro- 
♦*  fit,  as  I  will  do  alfo  of  that,  which  you  (hall  fey 
"  to  me,  for  the  profit  of  mine.**  Though,  for  the 
moft  part,  he  ufe  a  diredt  and  round  kind  of  pro- 
ceeding I 
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«ltfmg;  ytHL  ibmdMms  he  wiV,  wkb  grettconfr 
4ei)f2Ct«aftnn  w  ixnamdi  to  fcrvethcipvefetic ;  ami  whM 
iif{pvipafetfaia.fl«wdturn,  be  is  vhmA  toufe  m 
JMv.anfwerB  a  ihoiliog  countenance.  Qrnameotsof 
ifM^oing  he  fcath  fewor  none  at  ^  $  but  a  ftrong 
mtoral  judgnacnt,  poliflncd,  and  peifeftcd  with  a 
Jiang  ei$>Qrience«  In  matters  of  Teligi6n,  verf  cb- 
itbattt  ««d  very  ignorant ; '  a  great  friend  to  the  kt 
ftf  Rome,  and  ip  .by  coafequenoe  a»  much  averfe 
fconji  any  good  ©r  infln(Jfliip  towards  che  ifle  ef  Grtdt 
Brit^a^tas  his  mafl«r's  affairs  will  peraiic :  which  opi*- 
fjlou^,  aa.  iqjpcattth  by  his  adioos,  he  ftill  continew*', 
4iad.(as-  I  doubt)  any  good  offices^  which  may  bfe 
tjfod  tqswards  him^  will  prove  uneffefhia)  to  rcaibve 
Idin  fcom  iC;      .  .      t 

.  -  -  •     .  t 

•  Of  ^*^>  «c.'*fl  arc  /f^tf  /tf  fucca^d  in  the  governmm  • 

iff  the  fioim, 

TH  E  number  of  thofa  alfo.  may  be  reftratned 
to  four  ;  namely,  the  queen,  the  DaupMn 
the  duke  of  Vendofxne,  and  Monf.  de  Vernenth 
Of  the  reft  of  the  .king's  imlo  children,  I  cannot 
fey  any  thing,  being  fp  young  as  they  arc,  not  be- 
U^  yet  chri&ened. 

The  ^^een. 

The  queen  is  a  lady  adorned  with  mudi  beauty 
and  comclioefe  of  body-,  and  with  n^uch  beauty  and 
virtue  of  mind  •,  very  obfervani:  of  all  cxercifcs  of 
her  religion  \  and  very  charitabJe,  in  performing^  to- 
wards  the  poor  works  of  morcy  •,  goverwng  the  young 
women  and  ladies  about  her  with  gravity,  and  caut 
ing  them  to  fpend  their  time  in  works  of  their  needle 
aQd  thereby  containing  them  from  thofe  diforders| 

which 
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which  commonly  follow  idlcnds  and  vanity.     Her 
main  and  fole  oppofidon  is  agunfk  the  m^tjuife  of 
Veraeuil,  who  t3^ing  of  an  excellent,  pleafant,  and 
witty  enteitainmenc»  mttotaineth  Itill  a  ftrong  itold 
in  the  king's  aflb5lions ;  and  the  queen  by  her  esigjEr^ 
nefs  doth  work  berfelf  fome  difadrantage,  as  hach 
been  in  part  touched  before.     For  the  reft  of  diofe, 
who  have  the  name,  of  the  king's  miftre(&s«  ihe  car- 
xieth  herfelf  with  great  aequanimity,  being  not  only 
content,  but  rather  defirous,  that  by  direfting  d^ 
king's  afiedtions  touching  that  point  to  many  a* 
thers,  they  may  be  the  more  weakened  towanis  the 
marquife.     But  thefe  ouuters  are  daily  fi^ed  to  al* 
terations  and  whole  change    Of  Speech  the  cpecn  is 
flow,  and  unapt  to  hold  talk  or  diicourle,  the  French 
accounting  her  fomewhat  dull ;  but  yet  for  the  main 
grounds  of  attending  to  her  profit,  or  her  power,  Ihe  is 
provident  enough,  and  is  of  a  comAian(£ng  and  high 
fpirit,  that  will  caufe  herfelf  to  be  obeyedin  thoie  things, 
wherein  (he  is  permitted  to  meddle.     The  r^;pncy 
^  is  like  to  fall  into  her  hand$,  if  Godihould  call  the 
king  in  the  Dauphin's  minority  ;  and  ihe  handleth 
the  matter  in  that  behalf  fo  well,  as  that  not  only 
the  chancellor  and  Villeroy  perfuade  themielves,  that 
if  things  (hould  come  under  her  command,  their 
authority,  (hould  continue,  but  entertaineth  aUb  the 
houfe  of  Guiie  in  that  belief,  that  their  credit  might 
rear  itfelf  under  her  regency,  to  draw  the  more  de- 
pendants to  oppoie  agaihO:  tl^  houfe  of  Bourbon,  who 
are  like  to  contcft  the  point  of  the  regency  with  her, 
Befides,  (he  hath  drawn  the  Dauphin  to  her,  and 
likewife  the  marquife's  fon  ;  of  wnich  two  per(bns 
(he  propofeth   not  to  diflfeife  herfelf,  but  to  have 
th:m  fure  in  omnem  eventum. 
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"Tbi  Bauptdn. 

The  DauphiD  refcmbleth  hi^  mother  much  more 
than  the  king.     He  is  like  to  prove  of  a  tall,  and 
ftrong  body,  and  a  £erce  and  imperious  mind.    He 
iheweth  to  dioie  youths,  wbo  are  brought  up  with, 
htm,  ibmewhat  a  cruel  and  vindidive  difpofidon  ; 
thoagh  the  king  one  day  pain'd  himielf  to  tell  me 
many  pretty  ftories,  that  argued  the  meeknefs  of  hia 
nature.     He  is  yet  heavy  and  dull  in  conceit  and 
dilcourfe,  and  timorous  and  dall^dly  in  hb  courage; 
at  the  which  the  king  hath  been  much  troubled^whcA 
he  hath  feen  or  heard  the  tokens  of  it,  faying,  Fault  il 
done  quejefoypere  ^ un  poUranfhat  his  education  is  like 
to  poKlh  and  amend  both  thefc  faults.    A  little  boy 
of  mine,  who  hath  had  the  honour  to  accompany 
him  in  ibme  of  his  exercifes,  telleth  many  pretqr 
tales  of  his  ipeeches  and  a6tions,  wherein  his  na- 
tural difjpofition  may  partly  be  eftimated ;  among  the 
reft,  that  he  is  much  affeftioned  towards  the.young 
marquis  of  Vemeuil,  confulting  with  him  what  an- 
fwers  he  fhould  make»  and  then  fpeaking  that,  which 
the  other  had  told  him.    The  Dauphin  was  born  in 
September  anno  Horn.  1601. 

Duke  of  Vendofme. 

The  duke  of  Vendofmc  is  in  fhape  the  moft 
handfomc,  in  age  the  moft  mature,  and  in  affe<5tion 
the  beft  beloved  of  this  king's  natural  children.  His 
fafhion  and  manner  of  entertainment  is  dilcrect,. 
and  agreeable. 

The  which,  joined  to  the  pofieflion  and  oSices 
daily  heaped  upon  him  by  the  king,  and  to  the  great 
inheritance,  which  his  wife  hath  in  the  province  of 
Brctagne,  together  with  his  title  from  the  houfc  of 

Blois 
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Blots  to  the  dutchy  itfelf  (which  in  the  parliament  dt 
Paris  was  judged  to  be  betttrthsin  that  of  the  houfe 
of  Montfort,  by  which  the  crown  of  France  now 
bdld^thic)  And  the  goremrtcttt  of  Provence,  ^hkh 
Ae  king  hath  beftowed  upon  thai  yoirtg  duke»  fe^tti- 
Ifchto  invite  him  to  the  renewing  of  the  ri^t^|^iftd 
ancient  dutchy»  And  if  troubles  Arifc  after  the  tfihg'^ 
ddatb^  to  hold  it  rather  as  apro<Hrtceof  his  own,  tkan 
iB  a  government  under  Another.  In  this  year  i  &d^^ 
he  entcreth  into  the  fixtcenth  year  of  his  age^ 
His  younger  brother,  whdm  they  call  the  Chevafia-, 
is  defigned  to  be  admiral  of  France  j  and  hts  fifter 
m  be  married  t6  the  duke  of  Longueville. 

Temg  FerneuiL 

The  yonrtg  Vemeuil  is  eomefy  of  face,  quick  6t 
Conceit,  and  ready  of  Ip^cch ;  but  in  Hs  body  for 
aftivenels,  nothing  fo  well  timbred  as  the  Dauphin* 
To  4^xttttguilh  his  prcftcnccs  to  the  cfown,  the  king 
fur{)ofeth  to  mak^  him  a  clergyman,  and  the  bi(h<^ 
ric  of  Mcts  is  afrcady  difpofed  to  him.  His  mo- 
ther hath  been  in  hand  'to  have  the  government  of 
Mets  alfo  as  a  place  of  refuge,  both  for  heftfelf  aftd 
her  fon,  againft  the  cruel  'courfe,  which  it  is  /up- 
pofed  the  queen  would  hold  with  them,  if  God 
Ihould  call  the  king.  The  which  if  (he  obtam,  there 
want  not  examples  in  the  French  hi ftories,of  baftards, 
which  have  partaged  the  fame  place,  under  the  ftile 
and  title  of  Kings  of  Mets.  The  Dauphin  and 
he  were  both  born  in  one  year  ^  but  the  Dauphin 
is  ibmewhat  the  elder. 
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In  Vfhat  itrms  the  Fremb  h^e  vritb  their  hording 

neigUmtrs. 

HEREIN  grft  to  begin  wkh  Itaty,  that  parteth 
itfdf  into  two  branched,  the  one  the  fee  of 
Rome,  and  the  other  the  reft  of  the  princes  and 
ftates  of  Itaif. 

Rome. 

Concemii^  Rome,  thisi  king  feeketh  to  uphold 
a  kind  of  authority  there,  by  diftributing  ibnie  pen- 
fions  in  that  court,  and  fymt  collars  of  his  order  to 
Ibme  noblemen  of  good  houi&s  in  that  cx>untry : 
but  for  authority  in  fynraying  matters,  Spain  mufl! 
needs  be  infinitely  before  them  there,  for  many 
caufes. 

As  firft,  there  is  in  SpA»  no  fadion  on  foot  dined** 
hf  oppofite  to  the  £ud  iee,  as  that  of  the  Proteftants 
in  France;  whereby  the  Pope  may   better  affure 
himfelf  of  the  confervation  of  his  authority  and 
power  in  the  one  country^  than  in  the  other.    Nay, 
the  very  Roman  Cathdiils  themlelves   of  France 
are  fo  apt  to  quarrel,  and  difobey  the  pope's  pro- 
ceedings, as  to  this  day  they  have  not  received  nor 
allowed  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent.     And 
the  Biihops  in  part,  butefpecially  the  courts  of  Par- 
liament (under  pretence  of  preferving  the  liberties 
de  J^Eglife  Gallicane  and  maintaining  the  rights  of 
that  crown)  hold  all  the  pope's  nuncios  and  legates 
fo  Ihort  there,  as  they  draw  nothing  fo  much  pro- 
fit from  thence,  as  out  of  the  dominions  of  Spain. 
For  a  nuncio  by  his  rcfidence  in  the  court  of  France 
getteth  little,  but  rather  fpendeth  of  his  own  ftock  ; 
whereas  a  nuncio,  thac  refides  three  or  four  years  in 
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the  court  of  Spain,  by  reafon  of  facaloes,  diQaefl^ 
iattons,  and  collations  of  benefices^  under  a  ccftain 
TaluCy  retumeth  home  enriched  of  1 00,000  crowns 
over  and  above  his  .  chaiigea.  Befides,  the  ^vuiiih 
dominions  being  adjacent  and  contiguous  to  cfaofe 
of  the  church,  as  Sicily,  Na[^  and  Milan,  there 
is  not  only  more  hope  for  the  Cardinals,  and  odiers 
of  that  fee,  to  get  benefices,  and  other  endrfiaftical 
promotions^  with  more  commodioulneis  there  i  hue 
aUb  by  reaibn  of  the  nearneis,  the  Spamacd  is  more 
Jfoed  in  any  occafion.of  quarrel  to  ufe  violence 
and  oppreffion  to  that  fee,  than  the  B'rench  \  as  like- 
wife  to  prote£t  and  defend  it  from  invafioDS  of 
the  Turk :  Now  hope  of  profit,  and  fear  of  hann^ 
are,  always  have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  the  inoft 
potent  means  of  drawing  multkudes  of  panifiuisaiKl 
dependants.  Furthermore,  by  reaibn  of  the  (ame 
dominions  of  the  king  9!  Spain  \n  Itaty,  there  are 
more  cardinals  by  odds  on  the  Spanifh  part  than  od 
Frendi.  But  the  chiefeft  means  of  jewing  them  to- 
gether is  held  to  be,  that  the  king  of  Spsun's  title 
to  all  his  dominions,  dependeth  merely  on  the  fee  of 
Rome's  fupport,  in  privileging  the  marn^es  of  the 
one  by  the  diQ^enfations  of  the  other,  which  other- 
wife,  by  the  law  of  God,  are  utterly  unlawful.  So  as 
if  the  reformed  religion  (hould  come  to  have  fway. 
in  Cbriftendom,  the  right  to  all  the  SpaniQi  domi- 
nions (hould  be  in  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  and  not  in 
that  of  Audria. 

And  therefore  the  mutual  need  the  one  hath  of 
the  other,  ferveth  to  ftrcngthcn  their  union,  and  co- 
herence. Notwichftanding,  the  popes  (for  maintain- 
ing their  ancient  greatncfs,  which  confifteth  chtefty 
in  fwaying  and  ballancing  matters  between  thefe  two 
kings)  but  chiefly  for  reiaining  the  greater  refpe6k 
in  Spain,  which  perchance  would  grow  infolent,  if 
it  had  there    no    oppofite,   continue    the  ancient 
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precedence,  which  the  ambaffadors  of  France  have 
i      before  thofe  of  Spain,  in  that  court,  for  fear  left 
France  (hould  utterly  forfake  them. 

Princes  of  Italy. 

Concerning  the  f*cft  of  the  princes  and  fiates  of 
Italy,  the  moft  part  have  Httle  refpeft  to  France,  as 
Florence,  Urbino,  Mantua,  Parma,  Modena, 
Lucca,  Maffa,  and  fome  others ;  but  do  comiter 
colere  majefiatem  Hifpatncam  :  and  fo  doth  Genoa 
alfo,  thou^  of  late,  feeing  the  kingdom  to  flourifh 
in  ftrcngth  and  riches  again,  they  have  made,  in 
Ibme  petty  matters,  certain  demonftrations,  that 
they  would  be  held  for  a  free  ftate,  as  not  permitting 
the  Spanilh  galleys  to  come  into  their  havens,  under 
pretence  of  avoiding  a  ftorm,  in  greater  number 
than  that,  which  is  limited  by  the  treaties  between 
Spain  and  Genoa.  And  if  France  had  not  loft  Sa- 
luces,  or  had  any  other  footing  in  Italy,  it  is  like, 
that,  for  confervation  of  their  own  liberties,  moft  of 
thofe  petty  ftates  would  entertain  a  greater  depen- 
dence in  France, 

Venetians. 

Thofe, which  make  great  pretence  of  adhering  un- 
to it,  are  the  Venetians  ;  but  their  territories  are  fb 
far  disjoyned,  as  they  can  hardly  frame  any  great 
work  on  that  foundation,  efpecially  there  being  fcarce 
any  means  for  the  French  forces  to  have  any  pafTage 
into  their  country  ;  fo  as  there  pafs  but  ordinary  en- 
tertainments of  compliments  between  them,  and 
their  greateft  hope  can  be  but  of  a  pecuniary  fum 
underhand,  fuch  as  the  Hollanders  hare  received  . 
of  him  ;  for  otherwife  he  fheweth  himfelf  extremely 
averfc    from  entering  into  any  open  hoftility  with 
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Spain,  for  their  fakes,  as  appeared  in  the  time  oT 

the  late  cxeommunication,  which  the  pope  fent  oat 

againft  them  -,  Spain  fhewing  itfelf  bent  to  attack 

them  upon  that  quarrel,  and  the  Venetians  being  as 

refolutely  determined  to  have  made  forceabie  oppo- 

(ition,  if  they  might  have  had  any  encouragement 

thercunta  from  the  king  5  but  inftead  thereof  he 

tjfcd  all  means  for  the  reconciling  of  them.     Now^ 

fmce  he  would  not  declare  himfelf,  when  Spain  was 

cxhaufled  with  the  long  wars  in  the  Low  Countries^ 

and  the  Hollanders  like  to  dipoflefs  him  ot  the  Eaft 

Indies,  it  is  not  probable  he  will  (hew  any  oppontioa 

at  all  from  henceforwards,  Spain  having  fettled  the 

matters  of  Holland,  and  of  the  Indies  ;  and  having. 

the  commodity,  and*  opportunity  to  conduft  all  his- 

forces   upon  Italy,  in  any  new  occafion,  that  may 

arife  :  fo  asijpon  the  whole  matter  it  feeftieth,  that 

this  king  not  daring  to  ufe  the  opportunities  offered 

him,  of  recovering  the  antient  fway  and  potency^. 

which  many  of  his  predeceffors  had  in  Italy,  {where 

note,  befides.the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  mat- 

tfer,  they  drew  alio*  from  thofe  petty  ftatcs,  good' 

profit  by  their  penfions  for  protedtion)  leaveth  thcnv 

by  a  fecret  confeflion  toSpain^.  for  him  ta  make  his 

advantage  of  them,  by  opprelfing,  and  iwallowing 

of  them  up  ;  when  this  crown ^  through  the  in&ncy 

of  their  king,  or  rather  diforders,  (hall  fall  into  their 

ancient  conibudions  again,  and  fo  not  be  able  to* 

keep  their  neighbours  of  Italy  ;   this  king  prefer- 

ing  his  prefent  eafe  therein  before  his  own  honour, 

or  his  fuGceflbr^s  fecurity. 

Duh  of  Savoy^ 

Among  the  princes  of  Italy  may  alfo  be  reckon*- 
ed  the  duke  of  Savoy ;  but  as  the  chief  of  them^ 
not  only  for  the  largenefs  of  his  territory,  and  mul- 
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irtudc  of  fubjcfts  (though  in  treafurc  perchance 
Florence  exceeds  him)  but  for  the  fioblenefs  of  his 
cxtradtion  alfb,  the  reft  being  dcfcended,  for  the  moft 
^art,  either  from  merchants  or  the  pope's  baftards. 

Of  this  prcfcnt  duke  the  king  ha^h  great  diffi- 
dence ever  fince  his  dangerous  attempt  to  have  can- 
tonized  his  kingdom  j  by  means  of  the  marfhal  Biron^ 
and  fomc  others,  that  thereby  he  might  have  .en- 
joyed iQ  quietiiefs  the  marquifate  of  Saluces,  and 
perchance  have^  put  in  for  Provence  alfo^  And  al- 
though, having  had  fince  many  caufes  of  diftruft 
from  Spain,  and  fome  for  attempts  againft  liis  own 
perfon,  he  fceketh  to  unite  himfclf  to  this  king,  and 
by  his  means  to  aflay  to  bring  to  his  children  the 
dutchy  of  Milan,  thinking  he  hath  great  wrongs 
that  the  Infanta  fhould  have  for  hef  portion  all  the 
territories  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  the  other  fif'- 
tcr,  which  was  his  wife,  nor  her  iiTiie^  to  have  any 
.thing  out  of  Spain  but  a  voluntary  penfion  uncertainly 
paid  ;  yet  this  king  holdeth  off,  and  foppofeth  all  his 
,propofitions  to  be  but  artifices,  on  which  he  would 
prevail  himfelfwith  Spain,  by  revealing  of  them,  if 
this  king  (hould  give  any  con  fen  t  that  way. 

In  general  confiderarion  of  the  two  ftates^  thetcf 
can  little  danger  arife  from  Savoy  to  this  kingdom  i 
and  that  king  fpeaking  with  me  of  the  fortifications 
of  the  frontiers  of  this  kingdom,  and,  amongft  the 
reft,  of  fome,  that  he  propofed  to  make  upon  tli^ 
borders  of  Savoy  -,  I  told  him,  I  took  that  to  be  art 
unneteffary  charge^  for  that  there  was  no  danger^ 
that  the  ciutchy  of  Savoy  fliould  fwallow  up  the 
kingdom  of  France  •,  but  the  likelihood  rather  oit 
the  other  fide.  And  that  it  were  more  royal  for  him 
to  have  the  Alpes  to  be  the  fortrcffes  of  his  frontiers 
'  that  way,  than  any  petty  towns.  He  leemed  to  ap- 
prove, and  allow  very  well  mine  opinion  ;  but  there 
troubleth  him  a  body  of  the  moft  experienced  foldiers 
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y  of  all  the  king  of  Spain's  regiments,  to  the  number 

!  of  three  or  four  thoufand,  which  continually  refidc 

in  Savoy  to  this  day,  and,  fo  have  done  thcfc  fix  or 

feven  years,  as  it  were  to  attend  the  ocxafion  of  this 

^  king's  death,  or  any  other  troubles  in  that  realm^ 

whereby  they  might  fet  matters  in  combuftion  :  And 
whether  he  fhould  againft  thefc  build  fortreflfes,  or 
oppofe  other  troops,  or  diffemble  the  matter,  as  a 
thing,  which  concemeth  him  not,  he  cannot  well  tell 
what  to  refolvc.  In  the  mean  time  the  Spaniard 
teacheth  him  this  lefTon,  that  the  having  of  Savoy  in 
the  command  or  dependence  of  France  would  be  a 
notable  ftep  to  their  further  conquefts  in  Italy,  when 
it  fhould  rcfolve  itfelf  to  follow  the  fteps  of  their 
predecefTors,  in  their  attempts  that  way,  upon  any 
occafion  prcfenting  itfelf. 

^e  Swiizers. 

Concerning  the  Switzers,  this  eftate  following  old 
and  outworn  maxims,  feemeth  to  run  upon  a  nota- 
ble error ;  for  the  Switzers  having  much  endamaged 
Lewis  the  twelfth  (who  with  fcornful  words  forfbok 
their  alliance)  touching  his  dominions  in  Italy,  and 
indeed  drove  him  out  of  the  dutchy  of  Milan,  and 
thereby  ruined  him  for  Naples  alfo,  and  the  ^nCion^ 
of  proteftion,  which  he  had  from  the  other  peay 
princes  there  ;  though  this  king  now  have  little  to 
do  in  Italy,  yet  he  continueth  his  penGons  to  them 
in  as  ample  manner,  ^s  his  predeceObrs  did,  who 
had  great  territories  and  dominions  there. 

And  whereas  they  further  pretend,  that  hereby 
they  areaffured  of  their  aid  upon  any  other  occafion, 
that  they  may  have  within  the  realm  ;  that  draweth 
two  difcommodities  with  it.  .  The  firft,  that  there- 
by their  chief  ftrength  depcndeth  upon  mercenaries, 
which  is  a  fign  the  body  is  weak,  when  it  cannoc 
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cbnferve  itfelf  without  taking  ft  range  drugs.  The 
fecond,  that  the  kings  are  the  more  animated  there- 
by to  opprefs  their  own  fubjefts.  And  for  any  com- 
modicy  they  draw  from  it,  it  fcemeth  to  be  little  ; 
for  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  other  places,  whence 
they  have  no  penfions,  they  fcrve  for  four  crowns  a 
month,  whereas  in  France  they  have  fix.  There  they 
are  bound  to  ferve  upon  all  needs,  as  other  foldiers 
do.  In  France  they  lerve  under  certain  capitulations 
of  nor  going  to  the  aflault,  of  having  ordnance, 
and  horfc-mcn  for  their  guard,  and  divers  others. 

Thofc  of  Spain  have  more  reafon  for  the  penfions 
they  give  amongft  them,  in  rcfpcft  of  their  domi- 
nions in  Italy  ;  but  the  French  ferve  the  Switzers 
turn  very  well,  in  making  them  to  be  fought  unto 
by  Spain,  in  rcfpcft  to  the  penfions  they  draw  out 
of  France ;  for  if  the  French  (hould  give  over,  it 
is  fuppofed  they  fhould  not  have  any  either  from 
the  one  or  the  other. 

Germany^ 

i  Touching  the  reft  of  Germany,  his  authority  and 
credit  amongft  them  is  not  very  great.  The  reafon  is, 
that  thofe  princes  and  free  cities  are  not  now  in 
doubt  of  being  opprefled  by  the  houfe,  in  which  the 
imperial  dignity  rcfidcs.  In  the  time  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  both  the  French  and  the  princes  of  the 
empire  were  afraid  of  him  j  and  then  that  common 
fear  wrought  an  aflbciation  between  them,  for  their 
mutual  defence.  But  Henry  the  fecond  of  France 
played  fuch  a  part,  as  will  make  the  Germans  truft 
the  French  the  worfe  from  hcnccfonvard.  For  un- 
der colour  of  aiding  duke  Maurice  of  Saxony,  and 
other  princes  of  the  empire,  he  levied  an  army, 
which  being^received  as  friends  into  Mets,  moft  un* 
juftly  and  fraudulcndy  poflTcflcd  themfelves  thereof, 
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as  they  did  of  Toul  and  Verdua  alfo,  and  would 
have  done  of  Strafburg,   if  others  harms  had  not 
taughc  them  to  be  diffident.  Wherefore,  as  it  13  like, 
that  this,  king,  or  his  fticceflbrs,  will  not  feek  the 
imperial  dignity,  for  that  hereby,   if  they  proceed 
truly  and  diredly,  they  fhould  engage  themfelvea  in 
a  war  againO:  the  Turk,  whereof  the  hazard  and: 
expence  ftiould  be  their  own,  and  the  profit  (if  any 
came)  fhould  redound  to  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  by 
reafon  of  their  titles  of  Hungary,  and  thofe  other 
dominions,  which  the  Turk  now  poffelfcth;  but  ra- 
ther feek  to  encroach  by  little  and  little  upon   the 
borders  of  the  enipire  lying  on  this  fide  of  ih^  rivei:^ 
of  Rhine ;  fo  on  the  other  fide^  it  feeoiet. ,  iha% 
the  German  eledors  (hould  be  as  little,    vi  their 
parts,  difpofed  thereunto,  for  fear  of  giving  biin 
colour    and    opportunity  thereby    to   diftncmber 
fomc  of  thieir  provinces  \  but  rather  fcek  either  Co 
withdraw   fpme  of  thp  adjacent    and    bordering 
princes  of  France,  upon  hope  of  liberty,  to  unite 
themfelves  to  the  body  and  protedion  of  the  em- 
pire ;  or  elfe,  according  to  Biron's  defign,  there 
might  be  a  fccOrtd  form  of  empire  in  this  kingdom 
»lfo. 

The  foldiers,  which  he  hireth  in  Germany,  con-^ 
fitted  only  0f  Reifters  (ferving  hinifelf  for  foot  of 
the  Switzcrs)  and  to  that  end  he  giveih  fome  pen- 
fions  in  fpecicm,  but  without  intent  to  pay  them, 
as  the  king  himfelf  told  me  of  that,  which  in  that 
kind  he  had  given  to  Sir  Henry  Guntrode.  His 
chief  penfioner  in  the  empire  is  faid  to*  be  the  Land^ 
grave  of  Htflfe,  and  next  to  him  the  prince  of  An* 
halt,  under  colour  of  paying  debts  due  for  fervicc 
done  h^rc  tofore  J  but  his  patching  about  payment 
of  that,  which  the  three  temporal  elcftors  of  Rhine, 
Saxony,  and  Brandenburgh  have  lent  him,  (hould 
feem  to  nourifh  in  them  a  fettled  and  laftiag  dit 
|:ontentment,  3 
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Duke  of  Lor  r  aim        « 

Touching  the  duke  of  Lon:ain,  this  crown,  bjr 
slliances^  and  penfions,  and  pofleffions^  as  the 
ducchy  of  Bar  and  others,  hath  of  iare  years  fought 
to  unite  that  houfe  unto  them :  but  it  feemeth  they 
have  not  io  fure  hold  qf  that  province  at  this  pre« 
fcnc»  as  they  have  bad  in  former  times,  by  reafon 
of  this  kin^s  profcflcd  diftruftof  their  coufinsof  the 
houfe  of  Guife,  and  perchance  aHb  of  fome  jealoufy 
of  their  fupport  from  your  majefty's  dominions,  irl 
any  occaGon  of  difference,  which  may  happen.  But 
the  valour  and  ablenefs  of  the  prefent  princes  of 
that  houfe  being  not  anfwerabie  to  their  predocef- 
*  ibrs,  maketh  aUb  their  perfons  of  lefs  confideration. 
That  the  king  maketh  fpecial  account  of  the  duke 
of  Lorrain's  dependence  upon  him,  I  perceived 
by  his  ipeech  to  me,  when  he  fhewed  me  his  new 
buildings  at  Fontainebleau,  faying,  that  he  had 
built  certain  lodgings  (which  he  pointed*  unto)  for 
the  entertainment  of  his  brother  of  Lorrain,  when 
he  came  to  that  court :  The  which  I  noted  the  more^ 
becaufe  it  was  both  done  and  fpoken  iince  the  duke's 
fecond  marriage. 

Low-Countries. 

For  the  I^w-countrics  (of  danger  from  whence 

heretofore  they  flood  mofl  in  apprehenfion,  as  ap- 

peareth  by  the  fortification  of  Paris,  there  being  no 

iuburbs   on  that  fide  of  the  fiver,  which  looketh 

thitherwards)  it  feemeth,this  king's  providence,  or  his 

fortune,  hath  brought  matters  to  fuch  a  pafs,  as  thejr 

may  well  reft  fecure  from  fear  henceforward,  and 

rather  with  hope  to  reduce  die  antient  members 

thereof  under  the  fubjefl:ion  of  this  crown  again^ 

in  (hat  he  hath  profecuted  the  occafion  of  fevering 
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into  halves  that  force,  which  being  united  was 
mighty.    But  the  doubt  is,  leaft  the  example  of 
the  Free  States  draw  the  other  people  of  Flanders 
and  Brabant  into  the  like  defire  alio  ;  and  then  if 
this  difeafe  (hould  creep  by  contagion,  it  may  chance 
to  come  into  the  towns  of  France,   being  through 
their  fortiBcatiojis  apt  to  entertain  fuch  a  malady,  the 
jather,    feeing    fuch   extreme  exaflions  ufed   upon 
the  people  of  the  kingdom   at   this  prefenc  :  In 
which  point,   albeit  your  majefty  participate  equally 
with  France  in   the  benefit  of  having  thoie  forces 
fevered,  yet  you  run  into  no  part  of  danger  i   the 
people  of  your  realms  being  governed  after  a  more 
moderate  and  refpeftive  fafliion,  and  the  towns  of 
your  dominions  not  fortified  in  that  fort,  as  to  be 
able  to  make  any  party  by  themlelves. 

Touching  their  joining  of  their  fea  forces  to 
France  to  ufe  any  exploits  againfl:  your  majefty*s 
dominions,  I  fuppofe  there  is  no  great  fear  to  be 
had.  For  if  they  (hould  prevail,  it  were  the  way 
to  make  the  United  States  to  lofe  that  freedom,  for 
which  they  have  folong  contended ;  and  befides,  he, 
that  contendeth  a  conquefl  with  mercenary  forces, 
is  like  him,  which  maketh  a  purchafe  with  money 
taken  up  at  intereft.  But  it  is  like  enough,  chat  by 
giving  them  penfions  and  privileges  to  traffick, 
they  may  fo  far  tie  them,  as  not  to  be  a^inft  the 
crown  of  France. 

Spain. 

But  their  moft  potent  borderer,  and  with  whom 
for  the  prefenc  they  are  in  moft  oppoficion  and 
greatcft  ftruggling,  is  the  king  of  Spain.  The  con- 
tention between  them  refembleth  thofe  fights,  of 
which. the  writers  of  romance  talk,  between  a  well 
proportioned  knight  and  a  huge  unwieldy  giant  5 
,Spain  having  attained  to  one  point  of  greainefs, 
which  neichcr  Perfians,  Greeks  nor  Romans  ever 
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came  unto,  being  able  to  ufe  this  pofy  or  word 
truly,  Sol  ntibi  femper  lucet.  The  fun  Ihines  always 
in  fome  part  of  their  dominions ;  or.  It  is  day. 
Their  variance)  alfo  are  not  in  probability,  to 
have  any  fpeedy  end ;  for  (befides  the  competition 
of  precedence,  wherewith  they  trouble  all  the  courts 
of  Chriftendom)  there  are  matters  of  title  and  con- 
veniency  in  perpetual  debate  between  them,  fo  far 
forth,  as  there  appcareth  a  mutual  fettled*  difdain 
and  hatred  between  the  two  nations. 

Touching  their  titles  and  pretentions,  France 
feemeth  to  be  plaintiff  againft  Spain,  which  holdeth 
in  poffcflion  Naples,  Milan  and  Navarre,  and  the 
Ibvereignty  of  Flanders  and  Burgundy  ;  the  propriety 
of  all  which  France  pretendeth  to  appertain  unto 
it.  In  countercharging  of  which,  France  hath 
only  joined  with  Great  Britain  to  withdraw  from 
the  obedience  of  Spain  the  Low-countries.  But  al- 
beit Spain  pretends  not  direftly  title  to  any  terri* 
tories  in  the  poffefTion  of  the  crown  of  France  (ex- 
cept it  be  that  of  the  infanta's  to  the  dutchy  of  Bre- 
tagne,  or  the  overworn  one,  which  Inigo  de  Cardenas 
fpeaks  of,  to  Languedoc,  as  having  been  in  the  poffcf- 
lion of  the  Goths,  from  whom  the  kings  of  Spain  arc 
^rft  defcended,  and  then  by  force  ufurped  by  the 
Franks)  yet  in  convcniency,  and  pcur  la  bienfeance^ 
they  have  been  in  hand  with  two  great  exploits,  of 
which  the  firft  was  undertaken  by  the  emperor  Charles 
the  Vth,  in  the  year  1536,  purpofing  to  have  gotten 
Provence  and  Languedoc,  or  all  the  fea  coaft  between 
Spain  and  Italy  ;  whereby  his  paffages  and  meffages 
between  thofc  two  countries  had  .  been  affured  unto 
him,  both  by  land  and  fea,  for  want  of  which  they 
now  daily  run  into  many  difcom  modi  ties.  The 
fecond  was  undertaken  by  Philip  the  lid,  pjrpofing 
to  make  an  affured  paffage  from  his  dominions  of 
Spain,  to  thofc  of  the  Low-countries,  either  by  con«» 
cjuering  or  difmcmbring  this  kingdom,    by    the 
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means  of  the  league.  And  if  a  king  of  Soain,^  being* 
able  and  fufficienc,  fhould  attempt  fucli  a  thing 
againft  France  again  in  time  of  their  diforder  or 
weaknels,  he  were  likely  to  prevail,  feeing  Eng^nd 
Ihall  have  no  reafon  to  help  France,  in  reQ)o5l  of 
their  former  ungraceful  dealings;  and.  Germany  itlelf 
is  in  that  nature  already ;  the  aid  of  which  two  in  the 
pad:  troubles  preferved  this  kingdom  from  rending 
io  pieces.  It  feemeth  alfo,  that  the  continuing  of 
'  fuch  enterprifes  or  invafions  will  rather  red  on  me 
fide  of  Spain,  than  on  that  of  France.  Firft,  be- 
cauie  Spain  is  the  greater  country,  but  t^c  raorc, 
barren  alio :  wherefore  the  lefs  and  more  fruitfuJ  \% 
the  fitter  tt>  be  invaded.  Secondly,  there  are  more 
factions  in  France,  both  in  matters  of  religion  and 
pretences  to  the  crown,  than  in  Spain  ;  which  ever 
maketh  work  for  a  foreigner,  being  well  followed 
and  plied,  in  which  art  the  Spaniards  are  great  ma« 
flers.  Thirdly,  feeing  this  king  of  France,  being 
the  bed  furnillied  and  provided  for  undertaking  a 
war  to  recover  his  kingdom  of  Navarre,  of  any, 
which  reigned  there  thefe  many  hundred  years> 
doth  nothing  therein  againft  an  exhaufted  and  weak 
king  of  Spain,  and  whom,  in  his  ordinary  talk,  he 
much  defpifcth  for  his  infufficicncy  5  it  is  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  hereafter  his  fucceflbr  will  be  moz^ 
quiet  that  way,  fo  as  Spain  ihall  be  always  fccure 
not  to  be  aifailed,  and  reft  to  attend  her  opportu- 
nities to  aiTail  France  *,  which  is  an  infinite  advan- 
tage, and  the  greateil,  which  the  Romans  had  to 
grow  fo  much  upon  their  neighbours,  as  fome  wri« 
ters  do  obferve. 

Beiides  the  affairs  of  Spain  are  fo  ccnipofed,  as 
they  muft  ever  have  an  army  on  foot,  both  by  fea 
and  land,  not  only  for  the  rcfifting  of  the  Turk  and 
their  other  enemies,  but  alfo  for  keeping  in  awe 
and  terror  their  disjoined  dominions  in  Flanders, 
Milan,  Naples,  Sicily  and  the  Indies.     This  France 
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fjccdcth  noc,  and  therefore  rievcr  ordinarily  pffC** 
•pares  forces,  but  upon  extraordinary  occafions,  be- 
ing othersvife  unwilling  to  enter  into  cxpence.     So 
as  the  oiie^  having  ever  the  fword  ready  drawn  ia 
his  handj  and  the  other  his  fword  laid  up  in  his 
armory,    it  is  likely,  that  Spain  will  ever  be   the 
party,    which  fihall  give    the  firft   blow.      Andt 
therefore,   though,  wheni  they  arc  bpth  prepared, 
the  united  force  of  France  is,  perchance,  not  in- 
ferior, but  rather  furmounteth  the  disjoined  power 
pf  Spain  ;     yet  is  it  a  diiafl vantage  to  France,  that 
they  muft  ever  contend  for  their  own  pdTeffionsp 
and  not  for  thofeof  Spain ;  except  this  nation  would 
cnterprife  fomcwhat  for  the  dominions  of  Italy; 
for  which  alfo  they  have  disiurnilhed  theinTelves  of 
means  and  opportunity,  by  quitting  the  marquilate 
of  Sa  luces. 

This  prfient  king  hath  had  the  wifdom  or  the 
-fortune  to  outgo  Spain  in  treaties ;  as  namely,  ia 
that  of  Vcrvins,    where  he  got  reftiiution  of  Ca- 
lais, and  fo  pany  other. towns,  as  perhaps  by  force 
he  would  not  have  gotten  till  this  day.     And  if 
Spain  had  either  been  fo  juft,  or  fo  wife,  as  to  have 
reilored  Calais  to  England  (who  loft  the  fame  in 
Philip  the  2d*s  quarrel)  it  would  have  been  fuch  a- 
ramprt  between  France  and  the  dominions  of  the 
Low-countries,  ^  they  might  have  refted  fecure  of  all 
thofe  provinces,  which  they  pofiefi,  and  perchance 
have  had  England's  help  for  the  regaining  of  the  U- 
nited  Provinces  to  their  obedience,  and  have  put  a 
continual  pique  between  us  and  France:    Whereas 
by  giving  it  to  France,  they  made  us  and  them  joia 
together  againft  Spain  in  this  Low-country*s  treaty 
<  for  fevering  of  thofe  dominions ;  and  enabled  thereby 
him,  whom  before  they  had  infinitely  provoked,  to 
rep^iy  them  with  their  own  money  of  (hrewd  turns. 
And  indeed  Spain  exceedingly  complaineth  of  wane 
of  fidelity  in  the  French,   touching  the  obferving 
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-of  the  treaty  of  Vervins.  Buc  they  have  both  mu- 
tually fought  furprifes  of  places  fince,  as  the  Spa- 
niards of  Marfeilks,  the  French  of  j^ampelona.  Bat 
neither  of  them  is  apt  diredlly  to  break,  except  he 
could  do  it  upon  fome  advantages. 

'  To  l^eak  indifferently  on  both  fides,  it  feemeth 
io  be  the  more  difhonourable  on  the  part  of  France, 
Spain  having  wrought  their  machinations  openly 
of  the  league,  and  upon  a  juftifiable  pretence  of 
maintaining  the  Roman  religion :  whereas  France, 
direflly  contrary  to  their  promife,  writing  and  oath, 
iiath  fupplanted  Spain,  though  by  the  fore/aid 
treaty  they  received  infinite  advantage. 

^Cbe  ftate  of  fnatters  Utween  ywr  majefiy  4md  France. 

THIS  may  receive  a  three  fold  confideration. 
Firft,  touching  your  title  to  that  crown,  and 
other  dominions  in  that  country.  Secondly,  touch- 
ing the  treaties  paflfed  about  the  fame  matter ;  and 
how  they  ftand  at  this  day.  Thirdly,  tthe  good  or 
evil,  that  may  come  to  Great  Britain  by  the  amity 
or  hoftility  of  France. 

The  title  of  the  crown  of  France  was  firft  aflumed 
by  Ed.  in.  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reign ;  and  his 

Eretcnce  thereunto  was  on  this  wife.  Philip  the  4th, 
ing  of  France,  furnamed  Le  Bel,  left  three  fons, 
Lewis  Hutin,  Philip  the  Long,  and  Charles  le 
Bel,  fuccefljvely  kings  of  France  after  him  ;  and  one 
daughter,  Kabcl,  mother  to  the  faid  Ed.  III.  In 
the  right  of  Joan  his  wife,  Philip  le  Bel  was  al(b 
king  of  Navarre.  The  fame  title  of  king  of  Na^ 
varre  carried  alfo  his  three  fons.  Philip  le  Bel  had 
alfo  one  brother,  called  Charles  de  Valois ;  of  whom 
it  is  faid,  he  was  fon,  brother,  uncle  and  father  of 
kings,  and  yet  never  king  himfelf.  His  fon  was  * 
Philip  of  Valois.  It  is  funher  to  be  noted,  that 
each  of  the  fons  of  Philip  Ic  Bel  kft  daughters. 

Now 
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Now  the  queftion  was,  after  the  death  of  Charles  Ic 
Bel,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  France  Ihould  de- 
fccnd  ?  The  French  ordered  the  matter  amongft 
them  fo  *  *  *. 

After  long  and  mortal  wars  about  the  tide  to  the 
crown  of  France,  there  was  a  peace  concluded  ac 
Bretigny,  Anno  Dom.  1360,  between  king  Edw.  IIL 
and  Johg  king  of  France,  then  prifoner  in  England, 
whereby  king  Edward  quitted  his  tide  of 
France,  by  taking  for  it  the  dutchy  of  Aquitain, 
Calais,  and  fome  other  places,  to  hold  in  fovereignty 
without  acknowledgment  of  any  fubjedlion  to  the 
crown  o^^rance :  which  continued  but  few  years^ 
For  king  Edward,  in  the  44th  year  of  his  reign, 
refumed  the  ftile  of  France  again  ;  bccaufc  Charles 
the  5th  had,  by  fecret  praftices,  gotten  fome  of  his 
dominions  in  France,  and,  upon  demand,  would  not 
make  reftitution  of  them.  So  as  from  that  time 
.  till  the  8th  of  Hen.  the  5th,  all  treaties  went  in  the 
ftile  of  truces,  and  not  treaties  of  peace,  and  the 
commiflions  to  treat  were  after  this  fort,  Cum  ad-^ 
ver/ario  noftro  Francia. 

But  Henry  the  5th,  after  his  ^reat  viftories,  and 
his  match  with  the  daughter  of  Charles  the  6th, 
being  declared  the  prefent  regent  of  France,  and 
immediate  fucceflbr  to  the  crown,  after  the  death  of 
hb  father-in-law,  was  well  content  to  quit  the  title 
for  the  poffcflion  of  the  thing  itfclf.  His  fon 
Henry  the  6  th  was  actually  poflcfled  both  of  the 
title  and  the  realm  of  France.  But  loofing  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  realm,  the  title  only  was  retained  ;  and 
from  thenceforward  again  the  treaties  between  the 
two  crowns  continued  in  form  of  truces,  till  the  8th 
year  of  Hen.  the  7th  ;  for  at  that  time  there  was 
a  treaty  made  of  peace  and  commerce,  between  him 
and  Charles  the  8th,  who  was  then  hafting  to  the 
conqueft  of  Naples.  The  fame  peace,  in  the  14th 
year  of  Hen.  the  7th,  was  confirmed  in  parliament 
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with  Lewis  the  j  2th  his  fucccflbr.  The  ftile,  which 
Hen.  the  7th  gave  to  thofe  French  kings,  was  ia 
ihis  fort,  Cbarijfmus'frdter  nofttr  rex  iMdatiats 
Callorum^  -princeps.  The  continuance  thereof  was 
but  during  the  lives  of  the  contraftors  and  one 
year  longer.  There  were  afterwards  in  \ht  time  of 
Hen.  the  8th,  divers  other  treaties  of  pcaCe  mac?c, 
is  in  the  6th,  8th,  and  roth  of  his  reign,  in  all 
wjiich  time  the  French  king  is  ftiled,  Francorum 
reXj  which  is  the  infcription  he  ufeth  upon  bis 
coins.  Thefe  treaties  foon  expired,  and  another 
alfoniade  at  Moore  1525,  with  the  FrencJi  fcing*s 
toother,  during  his  impriforimenc.  But'the  fub- 
ffance  of  them  all  was  cbmprifed'iil  a  treaty  tnade 
the  19th  year  of  Hen.  the  8th,  Jfnno  Dom.  1527, 
vhich  was  called,  TraSlalus'  Aureus,  bccaafe  the 
'  fcal  put  thereto  was  pure  gold.  In  the  fame  treaty 
there  is^  befides  the  points  before  fpecified,  a  much 
greater  matter  contained,  namely,  a  direft  tranC« 
adlion  touching  the  king  of  England's  pretenfion 
to  the  ci*oWn  of  France,  viz.  That  notwithftanding 
his  claim  and  llile  of  France,  he  and  his  fuccellbrs 
Ihoutd  fufFer  the  moil  Chrillian  king  and  fbcceflbrs 
quietly  to  enjoy  all  dominions  then  in  his  pofTcICon^ 
fts  peaceably,  as  if  the  king  of  EngFand  could  make 
no  claim  unto  them.  On  the  other  fide,  the  French 
king  and  his  fucceflbrs  fliould  pay'  to  the  kings  of 
England  50,000  crowns  yearly,  and  deliver  like- 
wife  yearly  50,000  crowns  worth  of  fait  of  Brouage 
without  demanding  any  thing  for  it  -,  and  further 
fhould  not  moled  the  kings  of  England  in  f^cula^ 
for  thofc  territories,  which  king  Henry  then  heW  in 
France.  This  was  made  inter  contrahentes  tt  Jtu* 
cejfores  pro  perpetuis  futuris  tetnporibus.  And  for 
oblcrvation  of  the  fame,  both  the  kings  bound  them- 
fclves  reciprocalIy,yJ/^  bypotheca  omnium  bonorum  fua-^ 
rum,  as  likewife  the  nobles,  biftibps  and  citizens  of 
both  realms*    Since  that  time  there  have  been  di- 
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vers  other  treaties  between  the  two  crowns,  ruii- 

in^  in  the  fanie  ftile  of  words  y  of  which  three  only 

were  made  between  the  kings  and  their  fucceflbrs, 

the  rciL  were  but  temporary.     The  firft  of  thefe  three 

is  calicd,  IraHatus  Campenfis^  made  the  7th  of  June^ 

1^+6,  between  the  fam^  princes,concerning  the  rcfti- 

tu L ion  ot  Boulogne,  wherein  alfo  is  concluded  Per- 

fCiua pax  inter  contrabentesJkeredes,ftiiditos,  incolofqug^ 

L.ikewit*e,  Liberum  commerctum^  et liber  intercurfuSy 

mutual  refkoring  of  rebels  or  fugicives  upon  rcqueft^ 

how  lectern  of  mart  and  reprilal  fhall  be  granted, 

and  lome  other  points. 

Tlus  7ra£latus  Campenfis  was,  in  the  year  1547,. 
corinrmed   between   Edward  the  6th,  and  Francis 
the    ift.      The  fecond  is,   Tra£fatus  Cameracenfis^ 
nia;'eirhe  2d  of  April,  1559,  between  queen  Eli- 
zabeth and  Henry  the  2d,  and  containeth  a  tranf- 
adtion  for  Calais,  befides  fome  other  points  of  en- 
.  tercourfe  and  depredations.     The  third  is,  TraSa^ 
ius  Trecenjisy  made  the  nth  of  April,  1564,  be- 
tween queen  Elizabeth  and  Charles  the  9th,  about 
the  matters  of  Calais,  wherein  there  is  order  fet 
for  perpetual  peace,  commerce,  delivering  of  re- 
bels, depredations,   reprifals.     But  the  pretenfions 
and  cJal/.s  on  both  fides  are  referved  in  the  fame 
Itate,  in  /  hich  they  then  were.     This  is  the  lafl: 
treaty,  which  hath  any  continuance.:  for  chat  made 
in  the  year,  1572,  a  little  before  the  maffacre,  with- 
Charles  the  9th,  was  but  for  tlie  lives  of  the  princes 
then  contradlinj,  and  one  year  after*    True  it  is,. 
that  H'.nry  the  3d  confirmed  the  fame  for  his  time^ 
the  20ta  ot  February,  1575^  at  Rheims^  but  it  is 
now  expired  for  want  ot  ihe  ki'ng's  new  confirma-- 
tion  ;hereofr     Likewife  that  made  between  queen 
Elizabeth  and  this  king,  1596,  is  determined  by 
the  death  of  the    queen ;    the  fame    having  been 
made  between  the  contrahentes  only,,  and  not  their 
fucceflbrs ;.  16  as  (bcfides  thole  formerly  fpecified,. 

and 
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and  that)  which  your  majefty  hath  of  late  made  wiUi 
this  king  about  commerce  and  traflick,  the^^ptfi  of 
February,  1606,)  it  is  doubtful,  whether  any  be  m 
force  or  not  ;as  thofe  of  Bretigny,  of  the  Sthof  Henry 
the  5th,  and  TraSfalus  aureus.    For  it  is  to  be  notea, 
that  from  that  of  Brctigny,  within  few  years  after  it 
was  made,  there  wasa  mutual  recelTionon  both  fides. 
Secondly,   if  Edward   the   3d   had   died  adhially 
feifed  of  both  the  crowns  of  England  and  France 
in  poflfeflion  as  well  as  in  title ;    as  that  of  Eng- 
land went   to   the  grand-chijd  Richard    the  ad, 
by  the  cuftom  of  England,  fo  by  the  cuftom  of 
France  (hould  that  crown  have  gone  to  the  fon, 
namely,  to  John  of  Gaunt ;  for  Lionel  duke  of  Cla- 
rence was  not  then  living.     And  accordingly  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  though  Richard  the  2d  held 
the  lands  in  Aquitain  better  than  Henry  the  4th  ; 
yet  for  the  title  of  the  crown  of  France  itfelf.  Hen. 
the  5th,  and  Hen.  the  6th,  being  of  the  houfe  of 
Lancafter,  prevailed  more  than  any  of  the  houfe  of 
York)  ^ho,  as  I  think,  may  be  faid  to  have  the 
bcft  right  to  the  crown.     Thirdly,  that  though  it 
fccms  the  treaty  of  Bretigny  were  quite  extinft  by 
the  actual  afluming  of  the  crown  of  France  hj 
Henry  the  6th,    yet  he  being  not  right  heir  to 
Edward  the  3d;  in  ttte  crown  of  England,  could  not 
any  way  prejudice  that  title,but  rather  was  in  poflef- 
fion  of  a  new  eftate  purchafed  by  his  father  Henry  V. 
Touching  the  Tra£iatus  aureus^  and  t|iat  tranfaftion, 
the  French  might  fay  well  to  your  majefty,  if  they 
would  reftore  all  the  poffcfiions,which  Henry  the  8th 
then  held,  and   pay  the  arrearages  of  the  65,000 
crowns  per  ann,  for  penfion  and   fait.     For  king 
Henry  being  heir  of  both  houfes  of  York  and  Lan- 
cafter, and  having  the  crown  of  France,  not  by  an- 
nexion to  the  crown  of  England,  but  by  defcent 
upon  a  feveral  title,  he  might  well  contract  and  bar- 
gain for  it,  without  doing  any  wrong  to  the  realm 
of  England,  or  requiring  their  confcnt,  which  yet 

he 
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\\t  had^  notwithftanding.  But  for  paying  their 
debts,  the  French  arc  fuch  wranglers,  and  fo  faf 
behind  hand»  as  all  the  ranfom  for  delivery  of  theii* 
king  John  is  not  yet  paid,  nor  the  arrearages  of 
the  rent  proniifed  by  Lewis  the  izrh  to  Henry 
the  7th,  nor  that,  which  is  due  by  the  faid  TraSlalus 
aureus^  nor  that,  which  Henry  the  8th  fent  to  king 
Francis  for  payment  of  his  ranfom  to  the  emperor 
Charles  the  5th,  nor  that,  which  Henry  the  2d 
covenanted  with  queen  Elizabeth  to  pay  touching 
Calais ;  to  omit  to  fpe^k  of  the  arrearages  of  youf 
n>ajefty's  mother's  dower,  and  of  this  king's  own 
debts,  though  the  monies  were  lent  him  in  fuch  times, 
as  it  faved  him  the  Crown  of  France,  as  himfelf  in  his 
own  inftruments  confcffeth ;  but  inftead  of  money, 
Du  Tillet  would  difcharge  mod  of  thofe  debts 
with  an  anfwer,  faying,  That  the  fueceflbrs  are  not 
bound  to  pay  their  predeceflbrs  debts ;  but  that  the 
EnglUfi  may  fue  their  executors,  if  they  can  find 
them.  Further,  that  the  Englifli  have  ma^e  the 
French  fpend  more  in  defending  themfclves  from 
their  invafions,  than  the  debts  amount  unto.  And 
to  fticw,  that  the  French  have  ever  made  {low  pay- 
ments to  rhe  Englifh,  they  have  a  proverb,  where- 
by they  term  their  creditors,  Les  Anglois.  One  of 
their  poets  faith,  Je  fats  fclliciter  tons  mes  Anglois 
fnur  mes  debtes  parfaire.    Another, 

'de  pres  me  venez  prendre 


\ 


V  ■ 


Pour  vous  payer y  etfi  devez  entendre^ 
^e  ne  vey  oncques  Anglois  de  voftre  taille^ 
Car  d  Sous  coups  vous  criez^  bailie^  bailie^ 

It  remaineth  now  to  fpeak  of  the  good  or  evil, 
which  may  cortie  to  your  majefty  and  year  domi- 
nions, by  the  amity  or  hoftilicy  of  France. 

The  amity  of  France,  if  it  could  be  entertained 
upon  furc  and  honourable  terms,  were  to  be  eftecm- 
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cd  above  that  of  any  other  nation,  as  bejng  your 
moft  neareft  and  potent  borderers.  That  freeth  your 
people  from  danger  of  any  other    iovaiioa;-  for 
hardly  can  any  other  hurt  us,  as  long  as  we  have 
France  for  our  friend,  .  It.giveth  thcni  icope  and 
liberty  to  draw  all  advantages  of  peace  ac  home  ;  to 
ezercife  traflick   abroad   with  fccvirity,     not  only 
tvith  thcmfelvcs,  in  receiving  their  abounding  com^ 
tnpdities,  and  venting  our3  of  the   like  nature  ta 
them  s  but  with  all  others*     For  if  we  had  France 
for  our  enemy,  hardly  would  our  merchants  ihips 
pafs  up  or  down  to  any  other  p^irts  without  pilfering* 
There  are  n>any  other .  more  comniodities  than  I 
can  reckon  ^  of  which^   perchance^  it  is  not  the 
leaft,  that  thereby  your  majefty  avoideth  the  care, 
cumber,  danger  and  mifchiefs,  which  a  war  ever 
neccflarily  draweth  with  it ;  which  ag^inft  France 
cCpecially,  are  ever  like   to  be  more^  than  either 
the  glory  or  profit,  that  may  enfue  thereof.     And 
for  trial  of  this  point,  I  wjJl  prcfent  to  your  ma- 
jefty "s  V  c\y  fummarily  the  ftate  of  things  in  thoie 
times,  when  the  Englifh  arc  fuppofed  to  have  gain- 
ed moft  by  their  invafions  of  France,  which. I  find, 
efpecially,  to  be  two-     The  firft  under  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  3d.     The  fccond  that  under  Kfenry 
the  5th« 

When  Edward  the  gd  took  upon  him  the  ftile  of 
France,  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reign,  he  was  pof- 
fcflld  of  Guienne.  Robert  de  Arcois,  a  prince  of 
the  blood,  was  fled  unto  him,  and  was  chief  inciter 
and  counfcllor  of  the  war.  All  Flanders,  by  mean* 
of  Jaques  de  Arteville,  and  thofe  of  Gaunt  were  for 
him.  Tiic  dukes  of  Guelders  and  Juliers,  the  arch- 
biftiop  of  Cologne,  and  fundry  other  fcrds  border- 
.  ing  upon  France,  were  his  homagiaries  or  prifbners, 
each  of  them  bound  to  fervc  hfm  with  certain  nunv 
bcrs  of  horfe  and  foot.  The  emperor  Lewis  of 
Bavaria  had  made  him  vicar  of  the  empire  in  the 
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provinces  thereof  bordering  upon'France.  With  this 

fupport,  joined  to-  the  n^artial  troops  of  the  Eng- 

lifn  (at  th^t  time,  in  the  flower  of  their  vigour  for 

their  military  valour  and  difcipline,    infomuch,  as 

the  Italian  writers  of  thofe  tixneS)  among  ail   the 

nations  of  Chriftendom,gave  them  the  title  oiMarfifi 

delta  Guerray)  King  Edward  aflailed  France  by  way 

of  the  Low-coun tries,  beficging  Cambray  with  an 

army  of  40,000  men.     When  he  had  coritinued  the 

liege  a  good  while,  and  was  like  to  have  taken  the 

town,    all  his  homagiaries  found  fundry  pretences 

to  forfake  him  upon  the  fudden^  fo  that  he  was  fain 

to  arife  and  follow  after  them.     The  next  year  be 

drew  moft  of  them  together  again  before  Tournay^ 

but  with  the  like  fuccefs  j  for  he  prevailed  not. 

.  And  yet  in  thefc  fruitlefs  attempts  he  fpent  al!  his 

owti  treafure,  all  the  fubventions  granted  him  by 

his  fubjefts  of  England,  and  pawned  jkfo^»tf;i»  caronam 

Anglia  for  45,000  /.  fterling  at  Colc^ne,  to  certain 

merchants  there;  whereupon  fome  of  our  antiquaries 

have  told  me,  they  have  feen  a  note  entred  in  the 

rolls  of  the  Tower  of  thofe  times,  in  ihefe  words. 

Germanorum  auxilta  in  pace  onerofay  in  bello  inutilia. 

So  having  well  emptied  their  coffers  on  both  fides, 

for  a  while    there  was  a  truce  concluded,  during 

the   which  the  duke  of  Bretagne  diecj,  and  there 

grew  about  the'  title  of   that  province  the  great 

quarrel  between  th6  houfe  of  Montfort  and  Blois. 

Xhe  carl  of  Montfort  adhered  ro  king  Edward,  and 

had  one  of  his  daughters  in  marriage  \  and  in  the 

end,  by  the  help  of  the  Englifli,  prevailed  at  the 

battle  of  Avray,  where  Sir  John  Chandos  was  chief 

captain,  had   the   viftory,   and  took  Bertrand   de 

Guefclin  prifoner.     There  alfo  adhered  to  kinj^  Ed- 

v/ard  the  earl  of  Harcourt'  in  Normandy,  and   the 

lord  Tankerville,   upon  certain   injuiies  done  unro 

him  by  the  French  king.     So  the  truce  being  ended, 

the  king  in  perfon   made  another  dcfcent  in  Nor- 
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mandy  ^t  Conflans  near  the  borders  of  Bretago^ 
took  iundry  towns,  and  foraged  the  country,  titi 
fuch  time  as  a  great  army  of  a  100,000  men  beif^ 
raifed  by  Philip  de  Valois,  king  Edward  meant  by 
Picardy  to  have  gone  into  Flanders,  and  not  to  have 
fought.  But  the  French  following  haftily  and  con- 
fidently, forced  his  army  to  fight  at  Creffy,  where 
Philip  de  Valois  was  overchrown,  the  krng  of  Bo* 
hernia  and  the  greatefl:  part  of  all  the  nobles  of 
France  flain.  The  fruit  of  this  great  viftory,  after 
this  great  hazard,  was  no  more  but  the  caking  of 
the  town  of  Calais  after  eleven  months  fiegc. 

In  the  mean  time  great  and  unufuai  concribeitionsr 
were  raifed  in  England,  every  man  grantmg  to  the 
maintenance  of  this  war  his  ninth  ffaeaf  of  com, 
his  ninth  kmb,  his  ninth  fleece  of  wool,  befides  air 
import  of  five  marks  upon  every  fack  of  wool  tranf" 
ported  ;  lb  as  it  is  reported,  the  wool  only  thca 
was  worth  to  the  king  1000  marks  ^  diem^  the 
mark  of  filver  being  more  rn  weight  then,  than 
40  J.  now,  and  the  value  njore  than  3  /•  Always: 
there  were  occaGons  of  dennranding ;  if  loflTes  were 
fuftaincd,  to  repair  thofc;  if  vidories  obtainedy 
to  follow  and  reap  the  fruit  of  them.  So  as  the 
Commons  might  fay,  Vimo^^  vel  vincor^  femper  eg^ 
heeror.  But  to  the  end  of  the  matter,  there  was 
little  done,  tiH  fuch  time  as  the  prince  of  Wales 
having  made  a  great  road  from  Bourdeaur  through 
L^ngnedoc,  Anjou  and  Poiftou,  was  furprifed  bjr 
king  John  of  France  near  Poiftiers  with  an  army 
of  60,000  men  well  furnifhed  and'  frefh,  the  prince 
having  but  an  army  of  8,000,  hurried  out  with  ^ 
long  journey,  infomuchas  the  prince  ofitircd  to  rc- 
ftore  all  he  had  gotten  in  that  road,  ii?  he  might 
return  quietly  to  Bourdeaux.  But  tb^  Fjfench  king, 
wo  Jd  have  the  prince  for  his  prifoncn  Thej  bat- 
tle being  ftruck,  it  fell  our,,  that  the* king  was  the 
prince's  prifontr.      And  the  fruit  of  this  vi<5tory 
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wts,  the  great  peace  concluded  at  Bretigny,  where- 
by the  Dutchy  of  Aquitain,  Calais,  and  certain 
Otier^crritorics,  were  left  to  the  kings  of  England, 
without  acknowledging  the  fovereignty  to  France. 
But  the  next  king,  Chades  the  5rh,  finding  his 
ftrength  in  France,  for  multitude  of  people,  to  be 
great,  and  by  reafon  of  conformity  of  language,  all 
rcneralJy  more  afFedcd  to  him,  than  to  the  kingpt 
",ngland,  fell  firft  to  the  pradifing  of  the  great 
.  tncn  of  Aquitain,  and  after,  by  fudden  inrodes,  made. 
many  furprifes  of  towns,  before  the  force  of  Eng- 
land could  be  ready  to  help  the  matter.  And  ihu* 
the  terror  of  the  Eoglifti  arms  was  fo  great,  in  tho/e 
times,  in  the  hearts  of  the  French,  as  that  five  f^- 
vcral  fmaJl  armies,  moft  of  them  not  much  exceed- 
ing 10,000  a  piece,  landed  at  Calais,  and  pafTed 
through  the  midll  of  France,  in  the  fight  of  Paris, 
facking  and  ranfoming  all  the  country  as  they  went, 
fome  to  Bourdeaux,  fome  to  Bretagne,  under  the 
conduft  of  king  Edward  himfclf,  of  John  of  Gaunr, 
of  the  earl  of  Buckingham  his  brother,  who  was 
after  duke  of  Gloucefter,  of  Sir  John  Chandos  and 
Sir  Robert  Knollcs,  unfought  withal,  or  without  offer 
of  any  main  battle,  but  only  Ikirted  by  fome  troops 
of  horfemeh  ;  yet  upon  the  end  of  the  journey  the 
Englifh  profitt'd  nothing. thereby,  but  fpent  thsir 
own  means,  and  that,  which  they  had  gained  by  the 
way,  arriving  at  Bourdeaux  and  in  Bcrtagne  poor 
and  tattered,  having  pafTcd  as  a  ftorm,  that  rageth 
for  a  time,  but  is  foon  dried  up  again,  when  the 
fun  (hincth.  And  in  the  end  of  the  whole  war, 
the  Englifh  retained  nothing  of  all  the  conqueUs  in 
Edward  the  3d*s  lime,  but  only  palais,  having  in 
lieu  thereof  loll  a  greater  quantity  of  land  in  Guii- 
enne,  which  he  poffeffcd  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
than  that  amounted  unto,  which  he  had  gained  about 
C^iUis,  in  Guifncs,  and  Anjou,  and  the  land  of  Oye. 
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Touching  the  invafio|is  in  Henry  the  5th*s  time, 
he  then  held  in  France  only  Calais  with  the  ad* 
jacenc  territories,     and   the    pared    and  (hortned 
Dutchy  of  Guienne.     Friend  or  partner  in* France 
he  had  then  none,  nor  any  great  afliftance  of  for- 
rcigners  or  mercenaries :  but  with  the  forces  of  his 
own  realm  he  made  his  defcent,  not  at  Calais,  but  at 
KarSeur  in  Normandy,  the  which  he  took,  and  fun* 
dry  other  towns,  without  oppofition  ;  for  that  during 
the  madnefs  of  Charles  the  oth,  the  fadions  of  the 
Burgundians  and  Armagnacs  were  fo  hotly  together 
by  the  ears,  and  fo  blindly  earneft  about  their  par- 
ticular contentions,  as  though  they  had  great  forces 
on   bqth  fides  in  Paris,   y^t  they  ufed  them  not 
againft  the  common  enemy.     At  length,  better  be- 
thinking themfelves,  they  bothjoined  to  chafe  away 
the  Englifh;    whereof  kine  Henry    hearing,    be 
manned  the  towns^  which  he  had  ^tten  inNormandy, 
and  fought  to  make  his  retreat  to  Calais.    But  the 
French  way-lay  him  upon  the  river  of  Somme  oear 
Abbeville,  and  being  not  able  to  pafs  at  Blanck- 
taine,  where  his  great  grandfather  Edward  the  3d 
had  paffcd,   when  the  battle  of  Crcffy  was  fought, 
he  coafted  the  fame  river  up  to  Amiens  and  Corbeil^ 
and  fo  paffed  it  near  its  fpring.     By  that  time  the 
French,  with  a  mighty  hoft  of  men,  had   gotten 
between  him  and  Calais,    having  all   the  bridges 
upon  the  Somme  at  their  commandment.  At  Agin- 
court  they  met  the  French,  triple  in  number,  frefh, 
well  furnifhed ;  the  Englifti  fo  harried,  as  moft  of 
the  archers  had   neither  hats  to  their  heads,   nor 
Ih^es  to  their  fcer,    God  gave  the  viftory  to  the 
Englifli.     But  thereof  there  would  have  followed 
no  gfcat  fruir,  If  the  treacherous  murdering  of  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  John,    by  Charles  the  dauphin 
*of  France,  at  IS/iovittvtSLU'fout-yonney  had  not  aliena- 
ted the  minds  of  the  Parifians  from  the  dauphin^ 
^nd  made  Philip  the  fucceeding  duke  of  Burgundy 
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Vholfy  to  cleave  to  the  Englifb,  thereby  to  get  means 
of  revenging  his  father's  death,  by  dffinhcriting  the 
dauphin.  By  this  means  was  the  French  king's 
iJaughter  married  to  king  'Henry,  and  thereupon 
declared  prefcntly  regent,  arid  immediate  (txcc^f^or 
to  the  crown.  The  crown,  nocwithftanding,  him* 
felf  never  had,  dying  foon  after  at  Bois  de  Vincen- 
nes.  But  his  fon  HcTiry  the  6th  Wore  it,  and  fevcn 
years  the  Engh'fti  commanded  in  Pari?,  till  fucK 
time  as  the  atonement  being  made  between  thfe 
duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  dauphin,*  called  after- 
wards Charles  the  7th,  we  were  firft  driven  out  of. 
Paris,  and  fooh  after  out  of  Normandy.  And  as 
by  means  of  their  divifions  m  France,  under  the 
conduft  of  a  va'lofous  king,  we  had  made  ourfclvcs 
^ay  to  great  matters;  fo  under  a  weak  fuccttforl 
there  arofe  the  like  faflbionsamongftus,  which  made 
lis  lofe  both  that,  which  We  had  newly  gotten,and'bc- 
■fides,  all  that,  which  we  4iad  by  iantrcnt  inherifaftce  . 
there  ;  the  conquere(i  lands  of  Calais  only  remain- 
ing unto  us.  And  thefe  were  the  poor  fruits  of 
■cur  greateft  viAories  in  France.  Since  thefe  times 
there  have  been  three  other  attempts  made  by  the 
kings  of  England  for  recovering  their  inheritance 
in  France,  but  with  Icls  fuccefe  than  the  former. 
The  firft  was  by  king  Edward  the  4rh,  with  whoni 
Charles  duke  of  Burgundy  fliould  have  joined  ;  but 
his  rangling  about  the  town  of  Nuz  at  the  time 
when  king  Edward  needed  moft  his  aJdrefs,  and 
Lewis  the  iith*s  plentiful  •  offers  of  money,  dif- 
fojved  that  expedition.  The  fecond  was,  in  the 
beginning  of  Henry  the  8th*s  time,  when  Ferdi- 
nand  king  of  Aragon  /hould  have  joined  with  the 
forces  Tent  into  France  under  the  Marquis  of  Dorfct 
for  the  recovering  of  Gafcony;  but  the  crafty  king 
made  a  ftalking-horfe  of  the  Englilh  forces,  for 
himfcrlf,  in  the  mean  time,  to  furpii'b  (he  kingdom 
of  Navarre,  which  he,  and  his  fuccdibrs,  have  ever 
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fince  retained.     The    third  was,    in  Henry    the 
8ch  his  reign,  when  Charles  the  emperor  and  be 
ihoald  have  met   at  Paris,   and  with  both  their 
forces  have  wrefted  their  pretenfions  from  Francis 
the  id.     But  Henry  the  8th,  fearing  the  greatnefs, 
that  might  accrue  to  the  emperor  thereby,  triflet} 
out  the  time  at  Boulogne,  which  he  got  indeed,  but 
fpent  fo  much  in  the  getting  of  it,  as  made  him  fail 
into  the  difhonourable  ibifc  of  making  bafe  money. 
And  then  Charles  being  within  little  more  than   a 
day 's  journey  of  Paris,  feeing  himfelf  abandoned  cf 
the  Englifli,  made  his  peace  apart  with  the  French. 
Xhe  fame  king's  expedition,  when  they  got  Tournay 
^  and  Terouenne,  is  fcarce  worth  the  rchrarfing,  fincc 
*  Guicciardin,  in  his  hiftory,  cenfureth  the  Englilb 
thus  for  it,  that  they  anfwercd  not  in  eflPcd  the  faune 
of  their  ficrcenefs. 

I  will  end  thefe  hiftorical  obfervations  with  ad* 
ding  i%o  notes.  The  firft.  That  if  God  had  granted 
to  Henry  the  5th  long  life,  and  that  he  had  fct;- 
tied  himfelf  in  the  full  poflcflion  of  the  realm  of 
France  (as  in  all  poffibility  he  had  done)  he  faw, 
that  for  conferving  the  fame,  it  was  neceHajFy  for 
him  yet  to  undertake  farther  enterprifes  againft 
Pagans  and  other  infidels,  or  fome  other  people, 
fo  to  unite  the  minds  of  both  thefe  nations  under  his 
obedience,  and  to  quench  their  mutual  animoCuies, 
by  bringing  them  together  into  accommodations, 
where  their  danger  and  profit  fhould  have  been  to 
both  coiTimon.  And  in  that  diipoljuon  and  rf- 
folution  he  was,  vihen  he  fell  fick  at  Bois.  dc 
Vincennes,  as  Monftrclet  witneffeth.  Tiie  fe^ 
cond,  That  if  the  two  realms  had  been  united, 
either  by  defcent  or  by  conqucft^  it  would  have 
been  to  England,  Cadm^a  viiiorid^  and  c^e  this 
time,  it  would  have  been  a  province  unto  Fnance^ 
And  therefore  Monf.  de  Sully  ufeth  to  fay  (and  noi 
jmpertincnily)  Th^c   tht re  ii^  nothing,   which  hn\i 
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hindred  the  greatnefs  of  France  fo  much,  as  the  pre- 
tended law  SaJiqae.  For  had  it  not  been  for  thaf^ 
England,  France  and  Spain  had,  long  fince,  been, 
by  dcfcent,  joined  under  one  crown ;  and  that  the 
feat  of  that  great  monarchy  muft  havebeen  in  France^ 
as  by  experience  we  fee  it  was,  when  chofe  regions 
were  united  under  the  obedience  of  A Ibinus,  Con- 
ftans,  Conftaniine,  Julian,  Maximus,  and  others. 

Thefe  things  thus  pretnifed,  and  feeing  for  the 
time  paft  fo  little  good  hath  been  done  by  other  in- 
vafions  upon  France,  it  is  to  be  doubted,  that  upon 
the  fame  caufes^  the  fame  effe^s  will  alfo  enfue  here- 
after..  And  therefore,  albeit,  by  your  Majcfty's 
coming  to  the  crown  of  England,  the  forces  thereof 
are  more  than  doubled,  (for  that  the  one  half  of 
the  force  was  in  former  times  neceffarily  converted 
againft  Scotland)  yet,  on  the  other  fide,  France  is 
more  flrengthened  againft  our  .invafions,  than  it 
hath  been  any  time  heretofore,  in  three  refpefts  : 
Firft,  in  having  united  under  their  command,  the 
provinces  of  Bretagne,  Aquitain,  Provence,  Daii- 
phinc,  and  Burgundy,  which  then  were  fevered. 
Secondly,  in  that  their  people  are  more  accuftomed 
generally  to  wars  than  ours,  who  have  of  a  long  time 
butfefved  as  mercenaries,  and  have  not  been  bred  in 
that  orderly  form  of  military  difcipline,  which  made 
them  redoubted  in  the  time  of  our  valorous  kings. 
Thirdly,  for  that  the  civil  war  of  late  years  paft 
in  France,  as  it  hath  ruined  the  villages,  and  the 
plat  pais,  fo  hath  it  made  all  the  great  towns 
ttrong,  and  better  fortified  than  ever  heretofore. 
But  if,  on  the  other  fide,  they  (hould  aflail  England 
with  their  great  and  united  power,  they  want  nei- 
ther prctenfion  of  title,  nor  example  of  fuccefs. 
Their  title  they  fetch  from  Lewis  the  eighth,  who 
in  the  time  of  king  Johrr,  during  the  barons  wars, 
was  called  by  them  into  England,  and  for  a  while 
acknowledged  as  their  king.     Their  example  from 
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William  the  Conqueror,  who,  with  a  finall  part  oF 
their  force,  fubdued  our  whole  land*     For  this  be- 
ing to  be  noted,  i;hat  there  being  no  fortreiles  in  the 
inward  parts  of  En^and,  the  gaining  of  two  or 
three  batdes  carrieth  away  the  whole  coantry,   and 
fometimes  lefs,  as  the  Conqueror  gained  it  in   one 
only  :   fo  did  Edward  IV.  Henry  Vll.  and  others. 
But  in  France  it  is  clean  contrary,  by  reaibn  of  their 
many  ftrong  holds  -»  fo  as  out  of  our  great  vidtories 
there,  we  tn^H  times  drew  but  little  profit,  as  hath 
been  ihewed. 

It  is  further  to  be  fuppofed,  that  as  long  as  the 
mie  of  France  is  retained  in  the  ftile  of  l^gjUoK], 
there  can  be  no  aflfured  fiiendihip  between  theie  two 
crowns  ;  but  that  the  one  will  lerve  itfelf  of  the  o- 
ther,  for  their  mutual  ends,  againft  a  third.     And 
when  the  debt  or  danger  of  that  third  (hall  ttafe, 
then  it  is  likely  the  one  will  enterprize  upon  the  o- 
ther.    True  it  is,  that  if  your  Majefty  lifted,  or  faw 
reafon  to  tranfaft  for  the  fame,  you  might  lawfully 
do  it.  For  to  all  thofe  pofIe(fionS|  which  the  kings  of 
England  held  or  claimed  in  France  by  inheritance, 
the  crown  of  P2ngland  can  pretend  no  right,  but  that 
refteth  only  in  the  peHbnal  line  of  Wilbam  the  Con-^ 
queror,   Henry  II.   and  Edward  III.  Many  per- 
chance to  the  conquered  lands  the  crown  may  pre- 
tend right,  as  being  purchafed  with  the  money,  and 
forces  thereof.     And   therefore'  in  the  Tradatus 
Aureus,  king  Henry  VIIL  made  tranfadions  for 
the  one  and  the  other  ;  but  it  were  no  wildom  to  ac- 
quit that,  which  they  are  accu domed  fb  long  to  en- 
dure,  without  fome  good  recompcnce  -,  and  that 
they  never  will  give  to  any  remarkable  value,  but  in 
time  of  their  adverfity  and  diforder  ;  and  at  this 
time  they  are  in  greater  ftrength,  riches,  and  unity 
of  obedience,  than  in  many  hundred  years  paft  -,  and 
therefore  the  moft  dangerous  neighbours  that  we 
4iavc,     The  Almains  are  difunitcd  j  Denmark  not 
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|)QCeBt  *,  Spain  remote,  and  bufied  about  other  ovft- 
ters:  but  France  gatheriqg  force  as  it  were  ^o 
wrcftle  with  fome  body. 

We  ftaoding  then  16  dangeroufly  by  them  .in  w- 
(ped  of  their  .ftrength,  their  unquiet  and  turtiulenc 
humours,  our  irritating  them  by  other  pretei>fK>ns» 
and  thereby  iocidng  thenp  to  feign  fome  on  us  ^  the 
ways  are  to  be  confidcred,  how  we  may  reft  a2uF§d 
for  our  Q,wn  fafety,  and  withal  adventure  the  iece- 
yery  of  ,qur  rights. 

For  the  £rft,  as  long  as  your  Majefty  keepQth  ^ 
advantage  you  have  in  the  force  gf  your  n^M^» 
I  fuppofe  it  is  fufficiently  provided  for :  but  if  Hhfif 
flioujd  once  ceme  to  debase  the  dominion  pf  (be 
fea  with  us^  that  will  make  an  entraiure  ibon  a£per 
CO  the  wars  on  the.  land  alio. 

.  Fojr  the  other,  l^t  is  to  be  cpnCdcred,  th^  fqr.rp* 

.  covery  of  territories,  or   land,  wrongfully  detained 

there,  are  rightfully  two  ways  to  be  ufcd.  The  firft^ 

wheji  the  party  wronged  H^tcth  himfelf  by  entcy 

.  upon  the  wrong  doer :  the  other  is  againft  tbt  hfi^ 

of  the  wrong- doer,    who    is  not    himfelf  poffejir 

may  fidei  \  ^nd  therein  the  party  wronged  ought 

to  have  the  aid  of  the  judge  to  award  him  hit 

right.    But  feeing  between  fovereign  kings  there  is 

no  judge,  but  almighty  God,  to  help  them  toth^ 

right,  the  occafions  muft   be  attended,  that  come 

from  him,  for  effefting  the  fame,  which  to  my  un- 

dfrftandirig  muft  be  fuch,  as  may  ferve  to  fever  and 

disjoin  this  great  and  unjuft  force.     And  therefore, 

(faving  that  there  were  particular  quarrels  to  the  per* 

fon  of  the  lare  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  good  of  the 

llate  in  general;  I  think  we  Ihould  h^vc  done'bett<{r 

.  to  have  laved  our  money,  and  to  have  let  the  League 

and  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  b  which   (in  congruny 

and  conformity  of  the  title  of  the  kings  of  England 

'to  the  crown  of  France)  we  Cxould  have  fuppoited 

the  uncle's  right  againft  the  nephew,  to   have  tried 

the  matter  out,  till  they  had  fhared  the  provinceii 

gf  the  kingdom  between  them,   (and  if  the  Spaniard 

had 
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had  had  his  part  alfo,  he  might  have  foUiyl  imik 
enough  there,  fo  as  we  might  have  been  ^herebjr 
quiet  -,)  rather  than  to  have  onployed  it,  ^hore 
with  fo  little  gradcude  they  acknpw]r(%e  it;,  ^uid 
withfo  litde  jufticc  make  rcftitution  of  wfaai-rlihey^ 
have  received. 

The  occafions  of  the  fevering  this  powwr  mayv 
as  I  conceive,  grow  from  fix  heads  :  Namely,  tbe 
pretenfions  about  the  legidmations  of  the  kiog*a 
chUdren  •,  the  pretenfions  for  regency  in  minority  ; 
the  pretenfions  of  Spain  to  Languedoc  wd  Pro- 
vence ;  the  diverfity  of  religions  \  their  gre^  CTt^ 
a&ions,.  wherewitn  they  opprcfe  tieir  people  •,  due 
cantonizing  of  the  kingdom  by  thq  great  mco^  and-, 
great  towns  thereof.  ^     [ 

The  point  of  legiumation  is  like  to  be  diijplitied, 
firft,  by  the  princes  of  the  blood  againft  ili  the: 
king's  children  in  general,  fpecially  if  their  eooie 
any  colour  for  it  from  Rome :  and  it  hath  been  told 
me  fundry  times,  that  the  caufe,  which  makes  the 
king  adhere  to  the  pope,  is  the  doubt,  leafl:  the  holy 
■father  fliould  trouble  his  kingdom  by  a  piece  « 
parchment,  declaring  his  marriage  with  his  queen 
to  be  of  no  validity,  either  in  relped  of  queen  Mar- 
garet or  the  marquife  6f  Verneuil.  In  this  point 
they  alfo  tell  a  certain  pleafant  tale ;  namely,  that 
the  king  walking  with  the  marquife  in  her  gaixicn  at 
Verneuil,  a  workman  upon  his  knees  befought  him 
to  be  g6od  to  a  brother  of  his,  who  was  condemned 
to  be  whipM  for  having  two  wives.  The  king  repulfed 
the  poor  fellow  Iharply,  and  told  him,  his  brother  de- 
ferved  to  be  hanged :  whereupon  the  marquife  pluck- 
ing him  by  the  fleeve,  faid,  Jyez  pitie  de  vosfembla- 
bUs^  car  vous  en  avez  trois.  "  Have  pity  on  your 
**  like,  for  you  have  three  wives.**  Againft  thefe 
pretenfions,  his  only  furc  mean  is  thought  to  be, 
to  ally  himfelf  by  marriages  with  Great  Britain  and 
Spain  both  ;  for  if  he  do  it  with  Great  Britain  only, 
it  will  make  the  pope  and  Spain  raifc  tumults  again 

in 


•  '-^^ 


Siatf'of  France  un^ep  King  Henry  IV*      g'^S 

hi]  "hfe  country :  and  if  he  do  it  with  Spain  only,  it 
iiill  make  the  Proceftants,  upon  difference,  to  enter 
infta  new  confederacies  for  their  fafety.  But  if  he 
ftie^eft  both  Great  Britain  and  Spain  in  defence  and 
maintenance  of  his  lad  marriage,  by  bellowing  in 
each  of  thofe  kingdoms,  either  a  fon  or  a  daughter, 
it  k  not  Iike»  chat  the  inward  fadtions  of  the  Realm 
will  be  able  to  work  any  great  matters  in  this  be- 
half.: 

Secondly,  Touching  the  troubles,  which  preten- 
lions  to  the  regency  in  a  minority  may  work,  if  that 
fhould  happen,  it  is  thought  the  queen  would  rely 
upon  the  houfc  of  Gmfe,  to  draw  the  affeftions  of 
die  C^tiiolic  party,  and  upon  Monf.  de  Sully,  ta 
keep  the  Proteftants  from  ftirring  agkinft  her  •,  and 
fo  afl^ing  lierfelf  on  both  fides  of  the  perfon  of 
her  ion,  and  of  the  treasure  and  munition,  it  is 
ndt  probable,  that  thofc  weak  princes  of  the  houfc  of 
Bourbon,  who  have  neither  wealth  nor  fcredit  with 
either  faftion  in  religion,  ihall  be  able  to  wreft  it 
from  her.  And  yet  I  doubt  nor,  but  many  of  the 
difcon tented  nobles  will' offer  to  fide  themfelves  with 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  in  hope  to  make  fome 
work  thereby,  for  themfelves  to  enter  into  captain- 
Ihips,  and  other  places  of  command.  And  it  is 
Very  like  Spain  will  not  be  wanting  to  fupply  the 
weak  part  with  money. 

Thirdly,  Spain  hath  ancient  pretenfions  to  the 
provinces  of  Languedoc  and  Provence  from  the 
Goths,  who  fcated  themfelves  there  firft,  before 
they  entered  into  Spain,  and  were  expulfed  thence 
by  force  by  the  Franks.  It  would  marveDoufly  ac- 
commodate them  for  the  pafTage  of  their  pacquets 
by  land  into  Italy,  and  their  galleys  by  fea,  if  they 
could  get  the  fame  again  •,  and  they  would  be  glad 
undoubtedly,  to  enter  confederacy  wkh  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  to  help  him  to  his  ancient  inheri- 
tance  of  the  ducchy  of  Guienne,  fo  they  might  have 
the  help  of  the  Britains  for  the  other.  But  the  northern 
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people  had  need  to  beware,  that  the'  fourherh  .men 
life  them  not  with  that  deceit  and  fubtiky;  whkh 
Ferdinartdo  of  Aragon  fhewed  to  king  Henry  the 
fcventh,  whereof  I  have  fpokieh  before. 

A  fourth  probability  of  reuniting  thofe  countries 
to'  the  crown  of  England  may  arifc  upon  the  renew- 
ing of  perfecudons,  and  wars  againH:  thole  of  the 
reformed  religk>nlnP^aace,who,  in  cafe  that  happen, 
have  determined  to  cactonize  ihemfelves  in  Aqui- 
tain,  abandoning  their  lands  and  godds  in  other 
parts»  and  to  t^e  by  a  reprifal  upon  the  Papifls  the 
equivalent  there,  where  they  are  the  ftronger,  fend- 
ing, the  faid  Papifts  to  enjoy  the  livings  they  h^vc 
left  among  other  Pajiifts  their  fellows ;  for  then, 
for  thdr  own  pfefcrvation,  it  feeniieth  neccfla- 
ly,  that  they  Ihcluld  adhere  to  the  king  of  Gfreat 
R-itain,  to  proteft  them  againft  thofe  troubles, 
which  by  the  pope^smetos  would' 'be  ftirred  up  a-' 
gajnft  theni. 

Fifthly,  Touching  their  exaflbni,  wherewith  they 
opprefs  the  people.  In  all  their  countries,  which 
were  of  the  ancient  Englifh  inheritance,  they  feel 
hitherunto  the  eafc  arid  beneBt  of  haVihg  been  un- 
der the  Englifli  government;  for  they  pay  not  the 
gabelle  of  fait,  nor  fundry  other  impofitions,  which 
the  other  provinces,  which  were  always  under  the 
fubjedion  of  the  crown,  of  France,  began  to  con- 
tribute, in  thofe  times,  when  the  Englifh  made  (harp 
wars  againft  them,  and  continue  ever  fincfe,  though 
the  firft  caufe  be  ceafed.  Francis  the  firft,  about 
the  end  of  his  time,  would  have  rarfcd  the  ISce  im- 
pofitions in  Bourdeaux,  and  the  country  thereabouts^ 
But  the  people  maflacred  his  officers,  which  came 
about  the  bufinefs :  And  albeit  he  afterwards  lent 
thither  Anne  de  Montmorency  his  conftable,  who 
ufed  iharp  and  rigorous  jufticeupon  the  malcfedtors  j 
yet  for  the  impofitions  themfclvcs,  he  durft  not  con- 
tinue the  exading  or  levying  of  them,'  for  fear  of 
their  revolting  to  the  Englxlh,  the  emperor  Charles 
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the  fifth  being  bufy  about  driving  that  bargain  5  fo 
as  neither  that  king,  nor  any  of  his  fucccffors,  have 
been  able  hitherto  to  bring  the  people  unto  \t^  tho* 
this  king  of  late  hath  been   nibbling  at  it  in  Au« 
vergne,  and  fome  other  inland  provinces.    A*nd  if 
things  fliould  fall  out  again,  that  fome  great  viftory, 
like  tothat  of  Creffy,  Poiftiers,  or  A^ncourt,  (hould 
befal  us,  it  would  be  then  an  eafy  nutter  to  unite 
firmly  unto  us  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
moft  opprefled  provinces,  fo  as  thcyihould  have  no 
defire  to  return  to  the  French  fervitude  again,  in 
granting  them  the  like 'condition  of  life,  which  our 
yeomen  enjoy  in  England,  and  in  retrenching  the 
tyrannical  and  opprefling  power,  which  their  gentle- 
men, and  other  fuperiors,  now  exercife  over  them ;, 
whereby,  without  any  charge,  we  fhould  make  the 
inferior  fort  of  people  (which  in  number  and  ftrength 
exceed  ten-fold  the  other)  a  fure  garrifon  for  us, 
tied  with  faithfiilnefs  by  their  own  profit  and  eafc. 
And  indeed  without  that  point,  terror  of  arms  is 
mahs  diuturmtatis  cujias^  but  ever  upon  the  firft 
occafipn  they  revolt.    -And  therefore  fome  fay,  that 
king  Henry  VI.  did  ill,  when  he  few  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  (by  whofe  means  he  enjoyed  the  crown 
for  a  whHe)  fall  from  him,  that  he  did  not  make  Paris 
a  free  city  in  form  of  a  commonwealth ;  for  fo  he  might 
have  had  it  a  frontier  againft:  Charles  the  feventh, 
without  aay  coft,  and  had  thereby  retained  Normandy 
to  himfelf :  whereas,  fecking  to  contain  both  by  the 
terror  of  his  arms,  in  few  weeks  he  found  himfelf 
difpoffeffed  of  both. 

The  fixth-and  greateft  probability  of  fevering  this 
great  united  force  arifeth  from  fundry  pretenGons, 
that  many  have,  either  to  the  crown  itfelf,  or  to  fome 
provinces  of  that  realm ;  arid  from  the  example, 
which  the  iffue  of  the  Hollanders  affairs  breedeth 
among  people  habituated  in  like  fort  as  they  are. 
The  houfe  of  Lorrain  hath  direft  pretence  to  the 
crown,  dv  Tillet  conFelllng,  lib.  i.  cap.  de  la  mat/on 
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TOiaU^  that  the  right  thereunto,  by  dcfccrit  from 
Cnarlemagne,  refideth  in  that  houie.  Likewife  to 
Brovence  they  pretend  titld,  as  hath  been'  touched  be- 
fore. To  Brctagne  the ,  duke  of  Vendofoie,  in  the 
right  of  his  wife,  hath  the  title,  which  the  parlia« 
mcnt  of  Paris  judged  better  than  that,  by  which 
the  crown  now  holdeth  it.  And  to  help  it  onwards, 
the  king  hath  given  hinri  the  government  thereof 
alfo.  If  the  example  were  begun  by  fome,  the  reft 
would  follow  apace,  as  appeared  by  Biron's  con- 
Ipiracy. 

Touching  the  Hollanders  example,  the  town  of 
Kochelle  is  at  that  pafs  already,  that  they  obey  the 
king  as  far  as  they  think  good  themfeives.  If  the 
defire  of  liberty  in  fortified  towns  creep  from  the 
United  Provinces  into  Flanders,  it  is  like  to  burn 
all  along  in  France  alfo,  where  it  (hall  find  every 
where  matter  prepared  for  it,  both  in  regard  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  towns,  and  the  multitude  of  ex- 
actions and  opprefiions  upon  the  townfinen.  In 
conclufion,  I  hold  it  the  moft  fecure  way  for  the 
crown  of  England,  if  France  were  as  Germany  is, 
having  her  forces  fevered  into  many  parcels,  and 
united  into  a  titulary  form  of  government;  or,  as 
Charles  the  lafl:  duke  of  Burgundy  wifhed,  that  iiT« 
ftead  of  one  king;  it  had  twenty.  For,  as  k  is  almoft 
impoflible  for  England  by  arms  to  fubduc  Prance  ^ 
or,  if  it  could  be  effedfced,  yet  would  it  prove  a 
tnatter  utterly  unprofitable  to  the  ftate  of  this  ifland, 
(as  the  readied  way  to  make  the  fame  a  province 
unto  France)  fo  is  there  nothing  nPK)re  eafy,  than  to 
fever  and  divide  it  into  many  portions*  To  the 
performance  whereof  we  (h'ould  have  the  help  and 
concurrence,  not  only  of  the  moft  potent  families 
within  that  realm,  but  of  Spain  alio,  efpecialiy  al- 
lowing them  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea  for 
ihcir  fhare, 
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Intnodaa.  p.  xviii.  h  lo.  after  fitf  add,  hi  dUd  Nov.  gih, 
1612,  as  affiarsfrnt  atittirvf  liaac  Oiuiaboii  iffThuaiUMy  frvm 
London  of  tbi  5  th  j/Decenoyber  /bIUm$fg,^iUMg  Um»  omnibus 
bonis  charas  *  ;  tfJu/fHuianiis  .0 

*  I&aci  Cafaubom,  Epiftol*  p.  jio.  Edit.  Almefoveen.  Vide 
cdam  p.  506,  507  Sc  509. 

< 
P.  54,  line  the  laft,  for  aaumy  read  ctrttuniy^ 
ccy  1. 12.  for  Adelantesh  reid  jfdtiafrtadQ^ 
lb.  1.31.  for  MaffiTtaAMaiffi,. 
C9,  note  L  2.  for  Hwffaia  rnd  Hwffait. 
68,  L  i8.  zitxxtir/oHofdidtJ. 
72,  1.  36.  for  iD/ii^  read  6/^. 
74*  1-  33*  ^^  ^  Comma  after  Lor^ip. 
109,  1.  2.  fotfinti  fme  t'ifi  r&Afmtie  a  que  rV/. 
i|7»  l!  10.  mer  ofAr  read  bis  own  Hand. 
loe,  L  rj.  for  BnuMMoritaA  Embdffaisr. 
160,  note  L  3.  after  Fntfitnx,  infieadofa  fall  Point,  infert  sk» 
207,  at  the  End  of  the  Note  add,  Tbis  Account  may  bo  am* 
parod  nsntb  ibe  Story  nlattd  by  Ofbome  in  bis  traditional 
Mtmoirs  on  tbe  Riign  of^uten  Elizabeth,  J  23* 
987,  1.  14.  Uxamfijmt  read  fni  qm  ctfoii. 

306,  line  the  laft,  infGead  of  was  ofreadwas  a  Man  ^ 

307,  1.  I.  inflead  of /rm^i  read /ervicts. 

^  340>  1.  1 1.  inftead  of  my  iat*  read  latt  my. 
344,  note  1.  2.  for  MarfoUitr  read  Marfittiir,^ 

3S3>  note  I.  3.  toe  Wahmd  nid  Wthfmd^ 


